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Britifti  Settlements  in  America. 


SITUATION  AND  EXTENT. 


JL  HE  Ptitifli  dominion  in  Araerica  extending  ov^er  a  traft  of  coun- 
try called,  for  the  piirpofe  of  diftinftion,  by  the  general  name  of  Britifh 
America,  comprehends  the  Vaft  and  unknown  extent  of  country, 
bounded  fouth,  by  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  Atlantic 
ocean ;  eaft}  by  the  fame  ocean  and  Davis's  Straits,  which  divide  it 
from  Greenland;  extending  north  to  the  northern  limits  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  charter  j  and  weftwatd  to  an  unknown  extent — lying  between 
42°  30' and  7"  north  latitude  ;  and  Iv-rwecn  50''  and  105''  weft  long, 
from  Greenwich )  and  between  25"  eal'  and  30*^  well  long,  from  Phila- 
delphia. 

It  is  divided  into  four  provinces*  viz.  t*  Upper  Canada ; — 1,  Lower 
Canada,  to  which  is  annexed  New  Britain,  or  the  country  lying  round 
Hudfon's  Bay,  and  the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton  ; — 3.  New  Brunfwick  ;— 
and  4.  Nova  Scotia,  to  which  is  annexed  the  liland  of  St«  John's* — Be- 
fides  thefe  there  is  the  Ifland  of  Newfoundland*  which  is  governed  by 
the  admiral  for  the  time  being,  and  two  lieutenant  governors,  who  re- 
fide  at  Placcntia  and  St.  John's. Tbe  troops  ftationcd  at  Newfound- 
land, however,  are  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor-general  of  the 
iour  Brltifh  Provinces — Of  each  of  thefc  provinces  our  intention  is  t» 
eater  into  a  brief  delcrlption^ 
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UPPER  AND  LOWER  CANADA. 


SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

The  provinces  of  Upper  and  Tower  Canada,  conftitutcd  by  a^  of 
parliament  in  1791,  comprehend  the  territory  heretofore  caUed  Ca- 
nada, or  the  Province  of  Qnebcc ;  fituate^  between  42^  jo'and  50* 
rwrth  latitude,  and  61*"  and  8j**  weft  longitude  from  London  ;  or  14* 
eaft,  and  6°  weft  from  Philadelphia.  Their  length  is  about  fix  hundred 
miles,  and  their  breadth  five  hundred  and  fifty. 

Thcfe  provinces  are  lx)undcd  ort  the  north,  by  New  Britain ;  on  the 
eaft,  by  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  part  of  the  Province  of  Nevr 
Brunlwick ;  on  the  fouth-caft  and  fouth,  by  the  Diftrii^  of  Main,  Ncwr 
Hamplbire,  Vermont,  New  York,  and  the  lakes::  the  wellcrn  boun- 
dary is  undefined.  The  Province  of  Upper  Canada  is  the  fame  as  what 
is  commonly  called  the  Upper  Country.  It  lies  north  of  the  great 
lakes,  between  the  latitudes  of  42°  30' and  50*^,  and  is  feparated  from 
New  York  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  here  called  the  Cataraqui,  and 
the  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie. 

Lower  Canada  lies  on  both  fides  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  between 
61"  and  71*'  W.  lo;i-  from  Londo:i  ;  and  45''  and  ^z°  N.  lat.  and  is 
bounded  fouth  by  New  Bninfuick,  Maine,  New  Hanipfl\ire,  Vermont* 
and  New  York  ;  and  weft  by  Upper  Canada. 

The  line  which  divide*  Upper  from  Lower  Canada  commences  at  a 
ft  one  boundary »  on  the  north  bank  of  the  lake  St.  Francis,  at  the  cove, 
weft  of  Poifiic  an  Boudtt^  in  the  limit  between  ihe  townftiip  of  Lan- 
caftcr  and  the  Seigneurie  of  New  Longuevil,  running  along  the  faid 
limit  in  the  dircdion  of  north  thirty-four  degrees  weft,  to  the  weftem- 
moft  angle  of  the  faid  Seigneurie  of  New  Longuevil ;  thence  along  the 
north-wcttern  boundary  ot  the  Seigneurie  of  Vaadreuil,  running  northi 
twenty-five  degrees  eaft,  until  it  ftrikcs  the  Ottawas  river ;  to  afcend 
tiic  faid  river  into  the  lake  Tomifcanning  j  and  from  the  head  of  the 
faid  lake  by  a  line  drawn  due  north,  until  it  ftrikes  the  boundary  line 
of  Hudfon's  Bay,  or  New  Britain.  Upper  Canada,  to  include  all  the 
territory  to  the  W'.ftward  and  fouthv/ard  of  tlie  faid  line,  to  the  utmoft 
extent  of  the  country  known  by  the  name  of  Canada, 
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UPPER    AND    LOWER    CANADA.  3". 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 

The  climate  is  not  very  different  from  tJiat  of  the  New  England 
States ;  but  as  it  is  farther  from  the  fca,  and  more  to  the  northward 
than  mnft  of  them,  the  winters  are  more  fcvcre.  Winter  continufi 
with  fuch  fcvcrity  from  December  to  Ajvril,  as  that  the  largeft  rivers 
are  frozen  over,  and  the  fnow  lies  commonly  from  four  to  fix  feet 
tlcep  during  the  whole  of  that  time.  But  the  air  is  (o  forone  and  clear, 
and  the  inhabitants  fo  well  defended  againll  the  cold,  that  this  feafon  is 
neither  unhealthy  nor  unpleafant.  The  fprings  open  fuddenly,  and 
vegetation  is  furprifingly  rapid.  The  fummcx  is  delightful,  except  that 
a  part  of  it  is  extxemely  hot. 

HISTORY  OF  ITS  SETTLEMENT,  Sec, 

Canada  was  undoubtedly  difcovered  by  Sebatlian  Cabot,  the  fa- 
mous Italian  adventurer,  who  failed  under  a  commiflion  from  Henry 
VII.  But  though  the  Englifli  monarch  did  not  think  proper  to  make 
any  ufe  of  this  difcovcry,  the  French  quickly  attempted  it ;  wc  have 
an  account  of  their  fifhing  for  cod  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and 
along  the  fe*  coaft  of  Canads,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tary.  About  the  year  1506,  one  Denys,  a  Frenchman*  drew  a  map  of 
the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  J  and  two  years  after,  one  Aubort,  a  fhip. 
raafter  of  Dieppe,  carried  over  to  France  fome  of  the  natives  of  Canada. 
As  the  new  country,  however,  did  not  promife  the  fame  amazing 
quantities  of  gold  and  filver  produced  by  Mexico  and  Peru,  the  French 
f&r  fome  years  ncgleded  the  difcowery.  At  laft,  in  the  year  1  J23, 
Francis  I.  a  fenfible  and  enterprifing  prince,  fent  four  (hips,  under  the 
command  of  Verazani,  a  Florentine,  to  profecutc  difcorerie*  in  that 
country.  The  particulars  of  this  man's  firft  expedition  are  not  known. 
All  we  can  learn  is,  that  he  returned  to  France,  and  next  year  he  under- 
taakafecond.  As  he  approached  the  coaft,  he  met  with  a  violent 
ftorm  J  however,  he  came  fo  near  as  to  perceive  the  natives  on  the 
Ihore,  making  friendly  ligns  to  him  to  land.  This  being  found  im- 
pxafticable,  by  reafon  of  the  furf  upon  the  coaft,  one  ot  the  failors 
threw  himfelf  into  the  fea ;  but,  endeavouring  to  fwim  back  to  the 
Ihip,  a  furge  threw  him  on  fhore  without  figns  of  life.  He  was,  how- 
ever, treated  by  the  natives  with  fuch  care  and  humanity,  that  he  re- 
covered his  ftrengtb,  and  was  allowed  to  fwim  back  to  the  (hip,  which 
immediately  returned  to  France.  This  is  all  wc  know  of  Verazani's 
fccond  expedition.  He  undertook  a  third,  but  was  no  moie  heard  of, 
a.^d  it  was  thought  that  he  and  all  his  company  perifbed  before  he 
could  form  any  colony, 
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In  Tj;34i  one  Jaqucs  Carticr,  of  St.  Malocs,  fct  fail  iindfr  a  f flrn- 
milTion  from  the  French  king,  and  on  tlic  lotli  ol  May  arrived  nt  Cape 
Bonavifta  in  Newfoundlaml.  Ho  had  witli  him  two  f.nall  Hdps  In'fldc* 
the  one  in  which  he  failed.  1  \c  criiifod  alon,'^  the  mails  of"  that  iflnnd, 
on  which  he  difcovcrcd  inhaliit.iiu.s,  jiroba!)l\  thi"  Efi'^iniaiix.  lie 
landed  in  fevcral  places  along  the  coull  ut' the  Gulf,  aiui  took  polTeflion 
of  the  country  in  the  king's  name.  On  his  return,  he  was  again  fcnt 
out  with  a  commiffion,  and  a  pretty  large  force  ;  he  returned  in  i  535, 
and  paflTed  the  winter  at  St.  Croix;  but  the  feafon  proved  fo  fevere, 
that  he  and  his  companions  muft  have  died  of  the  (curvy,  had  tliey  nor, 
by  the  advice  of  the  natives,  made  ufe  of  the  deco'tion  of  the  tops 
jind  bark  of  the  white  pines.  As  Cartier,  however,  could  produce  nei- 
ther gold  nor  fdver,  all  that  he  could  fay  about  the  utility  of  the  fct- 
tlcment  was  difregarded  :  and  in  1540,  he  was  obliged  to  become  pi* 
lot  to  one  M.  Robcrval,  who  was  by  the  French  king  appointed  viceroy 
of  Canada,  and  who  failed  from  France  with  five  velTels,  Arriving  at 
the  Gulf  of  St,  Lawrence,  they  built  a  fort  j  and  Carticr  was  left  to 
command  thegarrifop  in  it,  while  Roberval  returned  10  France  for  ad* 
ditionul  recruits  to  his  new  fettlement,  At  laft,  having  embarked  in 
1 549)  with  a  great  number  of  adventurers}  neither  he  nor  any  of  hi« 
followers  were  heard  of  more. 

This  fatal  accident  fo  greatly  difcouraged  the  court  of  France,  thai 
for  fifty  years  no  meafures  were  taken  for  fupplyirig  with  i\eceiraries 
the  fcttlets  that  were  left.  At  Lift  Henry  IV.  appointed  the  Marquisi 
de  la  Roche  lieutenant-general  ofCanad;iand  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries. In  1598  he  landed  on  the  ifle  of  Sable,  which  he  abfurdly 
thought  to  be  a  proper  place  for  a  fettlement,  though  it  was  without 
any  port,  and  without  produft  except  briars.  Here  he  left  about 
forty  malefaftors,  the  reiufe  of  the  French  jails.  After  cruizing  lor 
feme  time  on  the  coaft  of  Nova  Scotia,  without  being  able  to  relieve 
th«re  poor  wretches,  he  returned  to  France,  where  he  died  of  a  broken 
heart,  His  polony  muft  have  periihed,  had  not  a  French  (hip  been 
wrecked  on  the  ifland,  and  a  few  (beep  driven  upon  it  at  the  fame  time. 
With  thf  hoards  of  the  (hip  they  erefted  huts ;  and  while  the  (hecp 
lafted  they  live4  on  them,  feeding  afterwards  on  fifh.  Their  clothes 
wearing  oqt,  they  made  coats  of  feal-fkins ;  and  in  this  miferable  con* 
dition  they  fpent  feven  years,  when  Henry  ordered  them  to  be 
brought  to  France.  The  king  had  the  curiofity  to  fee  them  in  their 
feal-lkin  dreffes,  and  was  fo  moved  with  their  appearance,  that  he  for- 
gave them  nil  their  off^ncesi  and  gave  each  ojf  tbem  fifty  crowns  to  bc« 
rin  the  world  anew*  1 
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In  l6cr^,  one  Chauvin,  a  commander  in  the  Trench  navyt  attended 
by  a  merchant  of  St.  Malo,  called  Pontgravct  made  a  voyage  to  Ca- 
jiada,  from  whence  Ik  returned  with  a  very  profitable  quantity  of  furs. 
Next  yc.ir  he  repeated  the  voyage  with  the  fame  good  fortune,  but 
died  while  he  was  preparing  for  a  third.  The  many  fpecimcns  of 
profit  to  be  made  by  the  Canadian  trade,  at  la(l  induced  the  public  la 
think  fiivourably  of  it.  An  armament  was  equipped,  and  the  com- 
mand of  it  given  to  Pontgravc,  wiili  powers  to  extend  his  difcovcries 
«p  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  He  failed  in  1603.  having  in  his  company- 
Samuel  Champlain,  who  had  been  a  captain  in  the  navy,  and  was  a  man 
of  parts  and  fpirit.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  year  1608,  that  the 
colony  was  fully  eftablilhed.  This  was  accomplithed  by  founding  the 
(ity  of  Quebec,  which  from  thar  time  commenced  the  capital  ot  ali 
the  fcttlements  in  Canada.  The  colony,  however,  for  many  years  con* 
tinued  in  a  low  way,  and  was  often  in  danger  of  being  totally  exter- 
minated by  the  Indians,  As  the  particulars  of  thcfe  wars,  howevcri, 
could  neither  be  entertaining,  nor  indeed  intelligible,  to  many  of  oar 
readers,  wc  choofe  to  omit  them,  and  in  t;;tneral  obfcrvc,  that  the 
French  not  only  concluded  a  permanent  peace  with  the  Indians,  but 
fo  much  ingratiated  themfelves  with  them,  that  they  could,  with  the 
greateft  eafc,  prevail  upon  them  at  any  time  to  murder  and  fcalp  the 
Knglidi  in  their  fettlcments.  Thefe  praftices  had  a  confiderable  (hare 
in  bringing  about  a  war  with  France,  when  the  whole  country  was  con- 
quered by  the  Britifh  in  1761  ;  and  at  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763* 
was  ceded,  by  France,  to  the  crown  of  England,  to  whom  it  has  ever 
fmcc  belonged.  * 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  PRODUCE,  &c. 

Though  the  climate  is  ccld,  and  the  winters  long  and  tedious,  the 
foil  in  general  is  very  good,  and  in  many  parts  extremely  fertile; 
producing  many  different  forts  of  grains,  fruits,  and  vegetables.  The 
meadow  grounds,  which  are  well  watered,  yield  excellent  grafs,  and 
breed  vaft  numbers  of  great  and  fmall  cattle.  The  uncultivated  parts 
are  a  continued  wood,  compofed  of  prodigious  large  and  lofty  trees, 
of  which  there  is  fuch  a  variety  of  fpeeies,  that  even  of  thofe  who  have 
taken  moft  pains  to  know  them,  there  is  not  perhaps  one  that  can  tell 
half  the  number.  Canada  produces,  among  others,  two  forts  of  pines, 
the  whitC)  and  the  red  ;  four  forts  of  firs  j  two  forts  of  cedar  and  oak, 

*  For  a  more  particular  hiftory  of  this  country  the  reader  is  rcfrrrcd  to  Charlevoix's 
hiftory  of  it ;  to  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica ;  articles,  Canada,  Quebec,  and  Ame- 
xka,  No.  igg,  200,  and  207, 
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the  white  and  the  red;  the  male  and  female  maple;  three  forts  ofaflt 
trees,  the  free,  the  mungrel,  and  the  baftard;  three  forts  of  walnut- 
trees,  the  ha»d,  the  foft,  and  the  fmooth ;  vaft  nambers  of  beech  trees 
and  white  wood ;  white  and  red  elms,  and  poplars.  The  Indians 
hollow  the  red  elms  into  canoes,  fo.ne  of  which  made  out  of  one 
piece  will  contain  twenty  perfons;  others  arc  made  of  the  bark  ;  the 
different  pieces  of  which  they  few  together  with  the  inner  rind,  and 
daub  over  the  feams  with  pitch,  or  rather  a  bituminous  matter  refem- 
bling  pitch,  to  prevent  their  leaking ;  the  ribs  of  thefe  canoes  are 
made  of  boughs  of  trees.  In  the  hollow  elms,  the  bears  and  wild  cat* 
take  up  their  lodging  from  November  to  April.  The  country  pro- 
duces alfo  a  vaft  variety  of  other  vegetables,  particularly  tobacco, 
which  thrives  well.  Near  Quebec  is  a  fine  lead  mine,  and  many  ex- 
cellent ones  of  iron  have  been  difcovered.  It  hath  alfo  been  reported 
that  filver  is  found  in  fome  of  the  mountains. 

The  rivers  are  extremely  numerous,  and  many  of  them  very  large 
arid  deep.  The  principal  are,  the  Ouattauais,  St.  John's,  Seguinay, 
Defpaires,  and  Trois  Rivieres ;  but  all  thefe  are  fwallowed  up  by  the 
great  river  St.  Lawrence,  This  river  ilTues  from  the  lake  Ontario ; 
and,  taking  its  courfe  north  eaft,  waflies  Montreal,  where  it  receives 
fhc  Ouattauais,  and  forms  many  fertile  iflands.  It  continues  the 
fame  courfe,  and  meets  the  tide  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles  from 
the  fca,  where  it  is  navigable  for  large  vefTels ;  and  below  Quebec, 
three  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  fea,  it  becomes  fo  broad  and  fo 
deep,  that  {hips  of  the  line  contributed  in  the  bil  w^ar  to  reduce  that  city. 
After  receiving  in  its  progrefs  innumerable  ftreams,  it  at  laft  falls  into 
the  ocean  at  Cap:;  Rofiers,  where  it  is  ninety  miles  broad,  and  where 
the  cold  is  inttnfe,  and  the  fea  boiderous.  This  river  is  the  only  one 
upon  which  any  fcttlements  of  aote  are  as  yet  formed. 

A  river  has  been  lately  furveyed,  by  the  deputy  Sutveyor  General 
of  Canada,  from  its  entrance  into  the  Bay  of  Kentyj  near  Cardaraqui, 
to  its  fource  of  Lake  St.  C.'ie  ;  from  which  there  is  an  eafy  and  (hort 
portage  acrofs  N.  W.  to  the  N.  E.  angle  of  Lake  Huron  ;  and  another 
that  is  neither  long  nor  difficult,  to  the  fouthward,  to  the  old  fettle- 
ment  of  Toronto.  This  is  a  Ihort  rout  from  Fort  Frontinac  to  Mic^lr 
Umakkinak.  ■  ■.  <   •   .  .;..  ,  .,:,<■  ■••      • 
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Quebec  is  the  cr.pltal,  not  pniy  oi  Lower  Canada,  but  of  all  Britifh 
America;  itis  fiiuaicd  -i  ;hc  confluence  oi  the irivtrs St,  Lawrcnccand 
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S(.  Charles,  or  the  Little  River,  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  mile* 
from  the  fea.  It  is  built  on  a  rock,  partly  of  marble,  and  partly  of 
Hate.  The  town  is  divided  into  an  upper  and  lower.  The  houfes  in 
both  are  of  ftone,  and  built  in  a  tolerable  manner.  The  fortifications 
are  ftrongy  though  not  regular.  The  town  is  covered  with  a  regular 
and  beautiful  citadal,  in  wkich  the  governor  refides.  The  number  of 
infaabitants  is  torfiputcd  St  about  fifteen  thoufand.  The  river,  which 
from  the  feu  hither  is  four  or  five  leagues  broad,  narrows  all  of  a  fud- 
dcn  to  about  a  mile  wide.  The  haven,  which  lies  oppofiie  the  town* 
is  fafe  and  commodious,  and  about  five  fathoms  deep.  The  harbour 
is  flanked  by  two  baftions,  that  are  raifed  twenty-five  feet  from  the 
ground,  which  is  about  the  height  of  the  tides  at  the  time  of  the  equi- 
nox. 

From  Quebec  to  Montreal,  which  is  about  one  hundred  and  feventy 
miles,  in  failing  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  the  eye  is  entertained  with 
beautiful  landfcapes,  the  banks  being  in  many  places  very  bold  and 
fteep,  and  fhaded  with  lofty  trees.  The  farms  lie  pretty  clofe  all  the 
way,  feveral  gentlemens'  houfes,  neatly  built,  fhiew  themfelves  at  in-, 
tervalsr  and  there  is  all  the  appearance  of  a  flourifhing  colony ;  but 
ihere  are  icvf  towns  or  villages.  It  is  pretty  much  like  the  well 
fettled  parts  of  Virginia  and  MaryUmd,  where  the  planters  are  wholly 
within  themfelves.  Many  beautiful  iflands  are  interfperfed  in  the 
channel  of  the  river,  which  have  an  agreeable  effeft  upon  the  eye. 
After  pafllng  the  Richelieu  iflands-,  the  air  becomes  fo  mild  and  tem- 
perate, that  the  traveller  thinkshimfdftranfported  to  another  climate; 
but  this  is  to  be  underftood  only  of  the  fummer  months. 

TROIS    RIVIERES. 

Tlie  town  called  Trois  Rivieres,  or  the  Thiee  Rivers,  is  about 
half  way  between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  has  its  name  from  tliree 
rivers  which  join  their  currents  here,  and  fall  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence.  It  Is  much  reforted  to  by  feveral  nations  of  Indians,  who, 
by  means  of  thefe  rivers,  come  hither  and  trade  with  the  inhabitants  in 
various  kinds  of  furs  and  Ikins.  The  country  is  plcnfaru,  and  ferTilc 
ill  corn,  fruit,  A'c.  and  great  numbers  of  haiidibaie  koulcs  Itaad  on 
both  fides  the  river. 
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MONTREAL, 


Britifli 
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Montreal  (lands  on  an  ifland  in  the  rl.f  r  St.  '  ::-vrenc?,  v/h'\<^^  h 
ten  leagues  in  length,  and  four  in  bread ih,  at  ihe  foot  of  a  mountain 
whieh  gives  name'  to  it,  about  half  a  league  from  the  fouth  Ihore. 
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While  the  French  had  pofleflion  of  Canada)  both  the  city  and  idand  of 
Montreal  belonged  to  private  proprietors,  who  had  improved  them  fo 
well,  that  the  whole  ifland  had  become  a  moft  delightful  fpot,  and 
produced  every  thing  that  could  adminifter  to  the  convcniencies  of 
life.  The  city  forms  an  oblong  fquarc,  divided  by  regular  and  well- 
formed  ftreets ;  and  when  taken  by  the  Englilh  the  houfes  were  built 
in  a  very  handfome  manner;  and  every  holife  rtiight  be  feen  at  one  view 
from  the  harbour,  or  from  the  fouthernmbft  fide  of  the  river,  as  the 
hill  on  the  fide  of  which  the  town  ftands  falls  gradually  to  the  water. 
This  place  is  furrounded  by  a  wall  and  a  dry  ditch;  and  its  fortifica- 
tions have  been  much  improved  by  the  Englifhi  Montreal  is  nearlv  as 
large  as  Qncbcc,  but  fince  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  it  has 
fultered  much  by  fires. 

The  principal  towns  in  Upper  Canada  are  Kingfton,  on  Lake  On- 
tarie,  Niagara,  between  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie,  and  Detroit, 
Situated  on  the  weftern  bank  of  Detroit  river,  between  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Huron,  and  nine  miles  below  Lake  St.  Clair.* 
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POPULATION. 

Upper  Canada,  though  an  infant  fettlement,  is  faid  by  fome  to  con- 
tain forty  thoufandjby  others,  only  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants.  The 
truth  probably  is  between  them.  Lower  Canada,  in  1784,  contained 
one  hundred  thirteen  thoufand  and  twelve  fouls.  Both  provinces  may 
now  contain  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thoufand  fouls,  which 
number  is  multiplying,  both  by  natural  increafe  and  by  emigrations. 

RELIGION. 

About  nine  tenths  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  provinces  are  Roman 
Catholics,  who  enjoy  under  the  prefent  government  the  fame  pro- 
vifion,  rights,  and  privileges,,  as  were  granted  them  in  1774,  by  the  aft 
of  14th  of  George  III.  The  reft  of  the  people  are  Epifcopalians,  Prcf- 
byterians,  and  a  few  of  almoft  all  the  different  fefts  of  Chriftians. 

TRADE. 

The  commodities  required  by  the  Canadians  from  Europe  are,  winr# 
«r  rather  rum ;  cloths,  chiefly  coarfe ;  linen ;  and  wrought  iron.  The 
Indian  trade  requires  rum,  tobacco,  a  foit  of  duHil  blankets,  guns* 
powder,  balls,  and  flints,  kettles,  hatchets,  toys,  and  trinkets  of  all 

•  Niagara  and  Detroit,  though  at  prcfcnt  in  pofTcfnon  of  the  Britifli  government* 
tvntrar\  to  the  treaty  of  pcMe,  arc,  without  vay  polRbJa  doubt,  both  within  the  limiti 
4jf  ;h'^  rnile.l  S;au•^. 
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kinds.  While  the  country  was  in  poflefllon  of  the  French,  the  Indians 
fupplied  them  with  poultry ;  and  the  French  had  traders,  who,  like 
the  original  inhabitants,  traverfed  the  vaft  lakes  and  rivers  in  canoes, 
with  incredible  induftry  and  patience,  carrying  their  goods  into  the 
rcmoteft  parts  of  America,  and  among  nations  entirely  unknown  ta 
us.  Thcfe  again  brought  the  furs,  &c.  home  to  them,  as  the  Indians 
were  thereby  habituated  to  trade  with  them.  For  this  purpofc,  people 
from  all  parte,  even  from  the  diftanceof  one  thoufand  miles,  came  to  the 
French  fair  at  Montreal,  which  began  in  June,  and  fometimes  lafted 
three  months.  On  this  occafion  many  folcmnities  were  obfervcd, 
guards  were  placed,  and  the  governor  aflifted  to  prcferve  order  in  fo 
great  and  various  a  concourfe  of  favage  nations.  But  fomctiaics  great 
diforders  and  tumults  happened  :  and  the  Indians  frequently  gave  for  a 
dram  all  that  they  were  poffeffed  of.  It  is  remarkable,  that  many  of 
thefe  nations  aftually  paflcd  by  the  then  Englifh  fettlement  of  Albany 
in  New  York,  and  travelled  two  hundred  miles  further  to  Montreal, 
though  they  could  have  purchafed  the  goods  they  wanted  cheaper  at 
the  former. 

Since  Britain  became  poffeffed  of  Canada,  her  trade  with  that  coun- 
try has  generally  employed  from  thirty  to  forty  (hips,  and  about  four 
Aoufand  feamen. 

The  amount  of  the  exports  from  the  province  of  Qwebeci  as  fai* 
back  as  In  the  year  1786,  was  three  hundred  forty-three  tho«fand  two 
hundred  and  fixty-two  pounds,  nineteen  fliillings  and  fix-pence.  The 
amount  of  imports  in  the  fame  year  was  three  hundred  twenty-five 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds.  The  exports  confided  o€ 
wheat,  flour,  bifcuit,  flax-feed,  lumber  of  various  kinds,  filh,  potafli, 
oil,  ginfeng  and  other  medicinal  roots,  but  principally  of  furs 
AND  PELTRIES,  fo  the  amount  of  two  hundred  eighty-five  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-feven  pounds  *.  The  imports  eonfiftcd  of 
.......        .  rum, 

*  Should  America  infift  (as  no  doubt  fhe  wii  Great  Britain  furrf  ndcring  the 

frontier  forts,  and  thofc  lands  and  fettlemeu;s  which  (he  has  hithrrto  held  in  defiance  of 
Ae  mod  folemn  treaties,  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt  but  nine  tenths  of  the  fur  trade 
will  pafs  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  This  will  prove  a  mod  feverc  blow  to  the 
Canadian  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  revenue  of  Great  Britain,  while  the  Americans, 
grown  wife  by  experience,  fending  their  furs  d'rcft  to  France,  Germany.  &c.  inftead 
of  caufmg  them  to  pafs  through  the  hands  of  Britifh  m'^rchants  and  brokers,  will  be 
able  to  divide  an  additional  profit  of  from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent,  between  thcmfelvcj 
ud  the  merchants  of  thofc  countries. — A  profit  which  is  now  cxcl'ilivcly  enjoyed  by 
firitilh  fubjefls,  or  forsigaers  refiding  ia  Great  Briuio,  u  intermediate  agents  ;-^ 
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rum,  brandy,  molaffes,  coffee,  fugar,  wines,  tobacco,  fait,   chocolatC> 
provifions  for  the  troops,  and  dry  goods. 

GOVERNMENT. 

By  the  Quebec  aft,  paflcd  by  the  pailiament  of  GrCat  Britain  in  the 
year  179^1,  fo  much  of  the  aft  of  the  14th  of  George  III.  paffed  in  the 
year  1774,  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  a  council  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  Quebec,  is  repealed;  and  it  is  enafted  that 
there  (hall  be  within  each  of  the  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Ca- 
nada, a  Legiflative  Council,  and  an  Affembly,  who,  with  the  confent  of 
the  Governor,  appointed  by  the  King,  fhall  have  power  to  make  laws. 
The  governor  may  give  or  withhold  his  majefty's  aflent  to  bills  paffed 
by  the  legiflative  council  and  affembly,  or  referve  them  for  hir  majefty's 
plcafurc.  Bills  referved  are  to  have  no  force  till  Kis  majefty's  affent 
is  fignified  by  the  governor,  which,  to  be  valid,  muft  be  fignified  within 
two  y»ars  from  the  time  the  bill  is  prefented  to  the  governor.  The 
governor  mu-ft  tranfmit  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  copies  of  fuch  bills  as 
have  been  affentcd  to,  which  his  Majcfty  in  council  may  declare  his 
difallowarice  of  within  two  years  from  the  receipt. 

The  Legiflative  Coimcil  is  to  confift  of  not  fewer  than  feven  mem- 
bers for  Upper,  and  fifteen  for  Lower  Canada,  to  be  fummoned  by  the 
Governor,  who  muft  be  authorized  by  the  King,  Such  members  are 
to  hold  their  feats  for  lifcy  unlefs  forfeited  by  four  years  continual 
abfence,  or  by  fwearing  allegiance  to  fome  foreign  power* 

The  Houfe  of  Affembly  is  to  confift  of  not  lefs  than  fixteen  members 
from  Upper,  and  not  lefs  than  fifty  from  Lower  Canada,  chofen  by  the 
freeholders  in  the  fcveral  towns  and  diftrifts.  The  council  and  affem- 
bly are  to  be  called  together  at  leaft  once  in  every  year ;  and  every 
affembly  is  to  continue  four  years,  unlefs  fooner  diffolved  by  the  Go- 
vernor.    All  queftions  are  to  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes  of  the 

fcut,  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  fcarcity  ef  fpccie  in  America,  and  their  great  demand  for 

EiigliUfi  maTiuraftuvcs,  will  fccurc  the  fur  trade  to  Great  Britain fuch,  however, 

fhonld  remember,  tliat  t!ie  rapid  progrefi  of  manufaflurcs  in  the  United  States, 
a-idtd  by  the  picfrni  Ipfrit  of  emigration  in  Europe  will  foon  lelTen  tiiis  demand,  and 
leave  th"  Amcricams  at  liberty  to  carry  their  furs  and  other  articles  to  a  market  which 
will  ra)>iLl!y  inerrafc  their  I'pcric  fiifficient  to  enable  them  to  range  the  Kuropeaiuaiid 
•  other  m.ukcis  ivith  that  adv.mtjoje  which  t!ie  Britifli  merchant  has  long  experienced 
almoft  without  a  rival — indeed,  it  is  impofTiblc  to  confidcr  the  rapid  advances  which 
Am  tlci  )'as  ttv.uie  fnicc  her  indcpindence,  without  at  the  fame  time  being  convinced, 
l»:it  iinU-ad  <>1  drawing  her  fupplics  of  manidaftiircd  goods  from  Great  Britain,  (he 
\^''^'.\.  Lr'c.  Uwi;:,  become  her  rivai  in  the  molt  imporunt  aiiides  in  ahnoft  every  other 
iii/yjK4i»  marker. 
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members  prefent.  His  Majefty  may  authorize  the  Governor  to  fix  the 
time  and  place  of  holding  the  eledions,  (fubjeft,  howcveri  to  fuchpro- 
vifions  as  may  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Legi(lature)  and  to  fix  the 
times  and  places  of  molding  the  feflions  of  the  affenibly,  and  to  prorogue 
and  dilfolvc  the  fame  whenever  he  fliall  judge  it  ncccflary. 

The  Governor,  together  with  fuch  of  the  executive  council  as  (hall 
be  appointed  by  the  King,  for  the  affairs  of  each  province,  are  to  be 
a  court  of  civil  jurifdidion  for  hearing  and  determining  appeals,  fub- 
jcft,  however,  to  fuch  appeals  from  their  judgment  as  heretofore  cx- 
ifted.  All  lands  in  Upper  Canada  are  to  be  granted  hereafter  in  free 
and  common  foccage ;  and  al  To  in  Lower  Canada,  when  the  grantee 
fhall  defire  it,  fubjeft  nevenhclefs  to  alterations  by  an  aft  of  the  Legl- 
flature. 

Britifh  America  is  fuperintended  by  an  officer  ftiled  Governor  Ge- 
neral of  the  four  Britifh  provinces  in  North  America,  who,  befides 
other  powers,  is  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  Briiilh  troops  in  the 
four  provinces  and  the  governments  attached  to  them  and  Newfound- 
land. Each  of  the  provinces  have  a  Lieutenant  Governor,  who,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Governor  General,  has  all  the  powers  requifite  to  a 
chief  magiftrate. 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 

The  ifland,  or  rather  colleftion  of  iflands,  called  by  the  French 
tes  IJles  de  Madam,  which  lie  fo  contiguous  as  that  they  are  commonly 
called  but  onpf  and  comprehended  under  the  name  of  the  Ifland  of 
Cape  Breton,  lies  between  lat.  45**  and  47®  N.  and  between  59"  and 
60",  W.  long,  from  London,  or  14*  and  ic®  E.  long,  from  Philadel- 
pliia,  and  about  45  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Halifax.  It  is  about 
one  liuiidred  mi'les  in  length,  and  fifty  in  breadth;  and  is  feparated 
from  Nova  Scotia  by  a  narrovv  ftrait,  called  the  Gut  ofCartfo,  which 
is  the  coaiinuriication  between  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  Gulph  of 
St.  Lawrence. 

It  is  furrounded  with  little  (harp- pointed  rocks,  feparated  from  each 
other  by  the  waves,  above  which  fome  of  their  tops  are  vifible.  All 
its  harbours  arc  open  to  the  call,  turning  towards  the  fouth.  On  the 
other  parts  of  the  coaft  there  are  but  a  few  anclioring  places  for  fmall 
veffels,  in  creeks,  or  between  ifiets.  The  harbour  of  St.  Peter's,  at 
the  weft  end  of  the  ifland,  is  a  very  conimodious  place  for  carrying  on 
the  fiiliery. 

C  1. 1  M  A  T  E. 

Except  in  the  hilly  p.irts,  the  furface  of  the  country  has  but  little 
folidity,  being  every  wl;rre  cover-'d  with  a  light  mofs  and  with  water. 
The  dampnefs  of  the  foil  is  exhaled  in  fogs,  without  rendering  the  air 
unwholcfome.  In  other  rcf^xjfts,  the  climate  is  very  cold,  owing  either 
to  the  prodigious  quantity  of  lakes,  which  cover  above  half  the  ifland, 
find  remain  frozen  a  long  time  ;  or  to  the  number  of  forefts,  that  totally 
intercept  the  rays  of  the  fun ;  the  effed  of  which  is  befides  decreafed  by 
perpetual  clouds, 

HISTORY  OF  ITS  SETTLEMENT,  &c. 

Though  fome  filhermen  had  long  reforted  to  this  ifland  every  fum- 
mer,  not  mofc  than  twenty  or  thirty  had  ever  fixed  there.  The  French, 
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who  took  pofleffioi  of  it  in  Auguft  171 5»  were  properly  the  firft  inha- 
bitants. They  ch:.nged  its  name  into  that  oi  JJ/e  Royale,  and  fixed  upon 
Fort  Dauphin  for  their  principal  fettlement.  This  harbour  was  two 
leagues  in  circumference.  The  (hips  came  to  the  very  Ihore,  and  were 
Iheltered  from  winds.  Forcfiis  affording  oak  fufHcient  to  fortify  and 
build  a  large  city,  were  near  at  hand  ;  the  ground  appeared  Icfs  bar- 
ren than  in  other  parts,  and  the  filhery  was  more  plentiful.  This 
harbour  might  have  been  rendered  impregnable  at  a  trjfling  expence; 
but  the  difficulty  of  approaching  it  (a  circumftance  that  had  at  firft 
made  a  ftronger  impreflion  than  the  advantages  refuUing  from  it)  oc- 
cafioned  it  to  be  abandoned,  after  great  labour  had  been  beftowed 
upon  the  undertaking.  They  then  turned  their  views  to  Louifbourg, 
jhe  accefs  to  v,  hich  was  eafier  ;  and  convenience  was  thus  preferred  to 
fecurity :  the  fortification  of  Louifbourg,  however,  was  not  begun  till 
J720. 

In  the  year  1714,  fome  filhermen,  who  till  then  had  lived  in  New- 
foundland, fettled  in  this  ifland.  It  was  expefted  that  their  number 
would  foon  have  been  increafed  by  the  Acadians,  who  were  at  liberty,  t^ 
from  the  treaties  that  had  been  granted  them,  to  remove  with  all  their 
fffefts,  and  even  to  difpofe  of  their  eftates ;  but  thefe  hopes  were  dif- 
appointed.  The  Acadians  chofe  rather  to  retain  their  poffefTions  under 
the  dominion  of  Britairr,  than  to  give  them  up  for  any  precarious  advan- 
tage they  might  derive  from  their  attachment  to  France.  Their  place 
was  fupplied  by  fome  diflrefTed  adventurers  from  Europe,  who  came 
i^ver  from  time  to  time  to  Cape  Breton,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants 
gradually  increafcd  to  four  thoufand.  They  were  fettled  at  Louifbourg, 
Fort  Dauphin,  Port  Touloufe,  Nerucka,  and  on  all  the  coafts  where 
they  foutul  a  proper  beach  for  drying  the  cod. 

This  ifland,  was  attacked  by  the  Englifli  in  1745;  and  the  event  i| 
cf  fo  Angular  a  nature,  that  it  deferves  a  particular  detail.  The  plan 
of  this  firft  invafion  was  laid  at  Bofton,  and  New  England  bore  the 
expence  of  it.  A  merchant  named  P<'/-/^r^/,  who  had  excited,  encou- 
raged, and  direfted  the  enterprize,  was  intrufted  with  the  command  oi 
an  army  of  fix  thoufand  men,  which  had  been  levied  for  this  expe- 
dition. 

Though  thefe  forces,  convoyed  by  a  fquadron  from  Jamaica,  brought 
(he  firft  news  to  Cape  Breton  of  the  danger  that  threatened  it ;  though 
the  advantage  ot  a  furprife  would  h^ve  fecured  the  landing  without 
oppofition ;  though  they  had  but  fix  hundred  regular  troops  to  encoun- 
ter, and  eight  hundred  inhaiiitants  haflily  armed,  the  fuccefs  of  the 
wqdertaking;  was  flill  precarioqs.    What  great  cj^ploits,  indeed,  conld 

bp 


If!       1 


if 


1 


T' 


:  '1^ 


f4S 


i4  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION    OF 

btf  expe(fled  from  a  militia  fuddenly  affcmblcd,  who  had  neve."  ft,;  s  9 
iiege  or  faced  an  enemy,  and  were  to  avt  imdcr  the  d i region  of  fca- 
ofliciTs  only.  Thefc  uney.perienced  troops  Hood  in  need  of  the  afliUancc 
of  fome  fortunate  incident,  which  they  were  indeed  favourcj.  wiui  in 
.1  fingular  manner. 

The  conftruftion  and  repairs  of  the  fortifications  had  always  been 
left  to  the  care  of  the  garrifou  of  Louilbourg.  The  foldiers  were  ea. 
ger  of  being  employed  ia  thefc  works,  which  t!\ry  confidercd  as  con« 
ducivc  to  their  fafety,  and  as  the  meanb  of  procuring  them  a  comfort- 
able ful^fiftcnce.  When  they  found  that  thofe  who  vfcre  to  have  paid 
them,  appropriated  to  ihemfelves  the  profit  of  their  labours,  they  de- 
manded jurtice.  It  was  denied  them,  and  they  were  determined  to 
affert  their  right.  As  thefe  depredations  had  been  (harcd  between  the 
chief  pcrfons  of  the  colony  and  the  fubaltern  officers,  the  foldiers  could 
obtain  no  redrcfs.  Their  indignation  againft  thefe  rapacious  extorti- 
oners rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  defpifed  all  authority.  They 
had  lived  in  an  open  rebellion  for  fix  months,  when  the  Britilh  ap- 
peared before  the  place. 

This  was  the  time  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  both  parties,  and  to 
unite  in  the  co.nmon  caufe.  The  foldiers  made  the  iiiit  advances;  but 
their  commanders  n.iihufted  a  gcnercfity  of  which  they  thc.iifelvcs 
were  incapable.  It  was  firmly  believed  that  the  foldiers  were  only  de- 
firouy  of  fallying  out,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  uffert- 
ins. ;  and  their  own  otticcrs  ki^pt  them  in  a  manner  piifoners,  till  a  de- 
fence fo  ill  mannged  had  reduced  them  to  the  necefiity  of  capitulating. 
Tlie  whnle  iiland  l"hured  the  fate  of  Louifljourg,  its  only  bulwark. 

This  valuable  poffcflion,  rellored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelk,  was  again  attacked  by  the  Britifli  in  1758,  and  taken.  The 
pofleilion  was  confirmed  to  Great  Britain  by  the  peace  in  1763  ;  fincc 
which  the  fortifications  have  been  ^ovvn  up,  and  the  town  of  Louif, 
bourg  difmantled. 
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SOIL,    PRODUCTIONS,    5;c. 

The  inhabitants  never  applied  themfelves  to  agriculture,  the  foil 
being  unfit  for  it.  They  often  fowed  corn,  but  it  feldora  came  to 
maturity ;  and  when  it  did  thri*e  fo  much  as  to  be  worth  reaping,  it 
had  degenerated  fo  confiderably,  that  it  was  not  fit  for  feed  for  the 
next  harveft.  They  have  oplv  continued  to  plant  a  few  pot-herbs  that 
are  tolerably  well  tafted,  bi'.t  muft  be  renewed  every  year  from  abroad* 
The  poQfuefs  and  fcarcity  of  paflures  has  likeyvife  prevented  the  in* 
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ttcafe  of  catilf.     In  a  word,  the  foil  (Jf  Cape  Breton  fccms  calculated 
to  invite  none  but  filhcrmen. 

Though  the  illand  was  entirely  covered  vt'ith  fbrclls  before  it  was 
inhabited,  its  wood  ha.;  fcarce  ever  been  an  objc^  ot  trade.     A  great 
(juaiitity,  however,  of  fo!t  wood  was  found  there  tit  for  firing,  and 
fomc  that  might  be  ufcd  for  timber:  but    the  oak  has  always  been 
fcarcc,  and  the  fir  never  yielded  much  refin.     The  peltry  trade  was  a 
very  iiKonfidcrable  objrd.      It   confided  only  in  the  ikins  of  a  few 
lynxes,  elks,  nnifk-rats,  wildcats,  bcar^,  otters,  and  foxes  both  of  a  red 
and  filver-grcy  colour.     Some  of  the Ic  were  procured  fro^u  a  colony  ot 
Miekmac  Indians  who  had  fettled  0.1  the  ifland  with  the  Freneh,  iind 
never  could  raife  more  than  fixty  meu  able  to  bear  arms.     The  ^eft 
came  from  St.  John's,  or  the  neighbouring  continent.   Greater  advanta- 
ges might  polhbly  have   been   derived  from  the   coal-mines,   wliich 
abound  in  the  illand*     They   lie  in  a  horizontal  direction;  and  being 
ho  more  than  fix  or  eight  feet  below  the  furfaco,  may  be  worked  with- 
out dig>;ing  deep,  or  draining  off  the  waters^     Notwithllanding  the 
prodigious  demand  for   this  coal  from  New  England,  from   the  year 
J 74c  to  1749,  thefe  mines  would  probably  have  been  forfaken,  had  not 
the  fliips  which  were  fent  out  to  the  French  iflands  wanted  ballaft.     In 
one  of  thefe  mines  a  fire  has  been  kindled,  which  could  never  yet  b© 
extinguifhed. 

The  people  of  Cape  Breton  did  not  fend  all  J/-..  fifh  to  Europe, 
they  fent  part  of  it  to  the  French  fouthcrn  iflands,  on  board  twenty  or 
twenty-five  (hips  from  feventy  to  one  hundred  and  lorty  tuns  burden. 
Befides  the  cod,  which  made  atleaft  half  their  carr^o,  they  exported  to 
the  other  colonies  timber,  planks,  thin  oak-boardd,  fidted  falmon  and 
mackeril,  train-oil,  and  fea-coal.  All  thefe  were  paid  for  in  fugar  and 
coffee,  but  chiefly  in  rum  and  molaffes.  The  illand  could  not  confume 
all  thefe  commodities.  Canada  took  off  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  over- 
plus; it  was  chiefly  bought  by  the  people  of  New  England,  who  gave 
in  exchange  fruits,  vegetables,  wood,  brick,  and  cattle.  This  trade 
of  exchange  was  allowed ;  but  a  fmuggling  trade  was  added  to  it,  car- 
lied  on  in  flour,  and  fait  filh. 

POPULATION,  CHISF  TOWNS,  &c. 

On  this  ifland  there  are  about  one  thoufand  inhabitants,  who  have  a 
lieutenant-governor  rcfident  among  them,  appointed  by  the  king.     The 
principal  towns  are  Sidney,  the  capital,  ai>d  Louifbourg,  which  has  the 
belt  harbour  in  the  iilajid. 

This 
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This  iflAad  may  be  confidered  as  the  key  to  Canada^  and  the  very 
Taluable  iiihery,  in  its  neighbourhood}  depends  for  its  protedioii  on 
the  pofTcflion  of  this  ifland ;  as  no  nation  can  carry  it  on  without  fome 
convenient  harbour  of  ftrength  to  fupply  and  protect  it ;  and  Louif- 
bourg  is  the  principal  one  for  thefe  purpofes. 
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AKNEXtD    TO    TH«    GOVERNMENT    OF    LOWHR    CANADA. 

The  country  lying  round  Hudfon's  Bay,  or  the  country  of  the  Ffqui- 
naux,  comprehendrd  Labrador,  New  North  and  South  Wales,  has  ob- 
uined  the  general  name  of  New  Britain,  and  is  attached  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Lower  Canada.  A  fuj)erintcndant  of  trade,  appointed  by 
the  Governor-Gencral  of  the  four  Britilh  Provinces,  and  refponfible 
ts)  him,  refides  at  Labrador. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate,  fven  about  Haye's  river,  in  only  lat.  57^,  is,  during 
winter,  exceflively  cold.  The  fnows  begin  to  fall  in  Oftobcr,  and  con- 
tinue falling  by  intervals  the  whole  winter :  and,  when  the  froft  is 
moft  rigorous,  in  form  of  the  fineft  fand.  The  ice  on  the  rivers  is  eight 
feet  thick.  Port  wine  freezes  into  a  folid  mafs ;  brandy  coagulates. 
The  very  breath  falls  on  the  blankets  of  the  beds  in  the  form  of  a  hoar 
froft,  and  the  bed-cloaths  often  are  found  frozen  to  the  wall.  The  fun 
rifes,  in  the  Ihorteft  day,  five  minutes  pad  nine,  and  fets  five  mi.iutei 
before  three.  In  the  longeftday  the  fun  rifes  at  three,  and  fets  about 
nine.  The  ice  begins  to  difappear  in  May,  and  hot  weather  commences 
about  the  middle  of  June,  which  at  times  is  fo  violent  as  to  fcorch  the 
faces  of  the  hunters.  Thunder  is  not  frequent,  but  very  violent.  But 
there  is  a  great  difference  of  heat  and  cold  in  this  vail  e)itenf,  which 
reaches  from  lat.  50,  40,  to  lat.  6^  north. — During  winter  the  firma- 
ment is  not  without  its  beauties,  Mock  funj!,  halos  are  not  unfre- 
quent ;  they  ^re  very  bright,  and  richly  tinged  with  all  the  colours  of 
the  rainbow.  The  fun  rifes  and  fets  with  a  large  cone  of  yellowifli 
light.  The  night  is  enlivened  with  the  Aurora  Borealis,  which  fpreads 
a  thoufand  different  lights  and  colours  over  the  whole  concave  of  the 
(ky,  not  to  be  defaced  even  by  the  fplendour  of  the  full  moonj  and  the 
liars  are  of  a  fiery  rednefs. 

In  this  feafon  it  however  frequently  happens,  that  the  air  is  fo  full  of 
watery  vapours,  that  the  fan  will  be  obfcured  for  feveral  weeks  toge, 
ther.  This  is  occafioned  by  the  rime,  which  afcends  from  the  open 
fea  water,  and  being  condenfed  by  the  cold,  is  driven  by  the  wind  to  a 
confiderabie  diftsnce  at  times,  from  forty  to  fifty  miles. 

The  climate  is  very  perceptibly  milder  iu  the  interior,  than  in  the 
parts  on  the  fea  coalt.    The  fnow  is  not  half  fo  de?p,  neither  are  »h»* 
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hottcft  days  In  fiimmcr  fo  fiiltry.  If  a  man  is  frozen  in  tlie  upper 
<:ou:Ury,  it  Is  owing  t»  liis  not  having  taken  proper  care  of  himfclf ; 
uilkTcas  upon  the  fca  ooaft,  with  every  nccefl'ary  prfc:uition,a  man  will 
ficriiicntly  have  Iiis  nofc,  face,  or  fingers-cnils  ikinnc(.l. 

The  heavens,  in  cold  winter  niglits,  do  not  exl'.ihit  'hat  luminous 
apprarancci  which,  as  before  remarked,  is  obfcrvahlc  oi  '-e  fea  coaft  ; 
nor  do  the  ftars  (hinc  with  that  refulgent  luftre.  Ti  e  lurora  Borealis 
is  not  fo  co'iimon  nor  fo  brilliant;  the  Parhelia  and  Parufelcnes  are  Icfs 
frequent ;  and  fogs  in  the  winter,  are  unknown. 

In  fliorr,  tlie  fea  coaft  and  the  upper  country  will  admit  of  no  corn- 
pa  ri  Ton  :  one  is  temp-rate  and  healthy,  the  land  dry,  plcafant,  and  fer- 
tile in  rpontancoiis  producUons,  and  the  animal  creation  various  and 
excellent  for  the  fupport  of  man  :  in  it,  a  perfon  \v\\o  could  live  retired, 
nu;»ht  pafs  his  cjays  with  cafe,  content,  and  felicity,  and  if  he  did  not 
enjoy  an  uninterrupted  Hate  of  health,  it  would  not  be  the  fault  of  the 
air  he  lived  in.  Cn  the  other  hand,  the  lower  country  is  one  endlefs 
bog,  where  the  favagc  animals  thcmfelves  are  fometimcs  conftantly 
f'.vampt.  'J'lie  fiucll  funirner's  day  will  begin  with  a  fcorching  heat, 
ynd  toriiiinate  with  a  cold  eaderly  fea  fog.  The  weather  ufually  inci- 
dent to  autumn  and  midfummer,  is  experienced  in  their  different  ex- 
tremes during  the  Hiort  fpace  of  twelve  hours.  The  inhabitants  fre- 
quently fall  a  prey  to  the  feverity  of  the  froft.  The  whole  country 
furnifhes  but  one  fpecies  of  quadruped  fit  for  the  fupport  of  man  ;  and 
the  Europeans  are  accurfcd  with  an  afflifting  epidemical  diforder, 
xvhich  they  very  emphatically  term  the  «  The  Country  Diftemper." 

FACE  OF  THE   COUNTRY,  SOIL,  &c. 

As  far  inland  as  the  Iludfon  Ray  Company  have  fettlements,  which 
h  fiK  hundred  miles  to  the  weft  of  Fort  Churchill,  at  a  place  called 
Iludfon  Iloufc,  lat.  ^^°,  Ion.  106''  27'  W.  from  London,  is  flat 
country :  nor  is  it  known  how  far  to  the  eaflward  the  great  chain  of 
mountains  fecn  by  the  navigators  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  branches  of}'. 
From  Moofe  River,  or  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  to  Cane  Churchill,  the 
land  is  flat,  marfliy,  and  wooded  with  pines,  birch,  larch,  and  wil- 
lows. The  pine  trees,  which  are  of  different  kinds,  are  but  fmall ; 
near  the  fea-ccafts  they  generally  run  knotty,  and  are  unfit  to  be  ufed 
in  the  flrufture  of  good  buildings.  The  fame  maybe  faid  oftheju- 
Riper  trees,  growing  in  the  fame  fituation.     ' 

Eat  on  leaving  the  marfliy  ground,  and  retiring  inland  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  the  trees  arc  of  a  more  flatcly  growth;  and  about  Moofe  and 
Albany  Forts^  rhey  are  found  of  all  diameters.     Here  the  climate  is 
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wuch  more  temperate  than  at   York  Fort   and  Cluirthill  Scttlcmctif. 
Potat(.(   ,  turnips,  and  almoin  every   fpctios  of  kiti.!icn   j^ardin  fliilT, 
arc  reared  wi'h  facility;  and  no  doubt  corn  might  be  ctilthated,  if  the 
lords  oi  fhc  foil,  the  lludfon's  Bay  Company,  had  patriotifin  enougli  to 
fiiake  this  extcnfive  country  of  any  fcrvice  to  Grcat-Ilritain.     Kut  it 
has  been  an  invariable  maxim  with  them  lor  many  years  \k\[\,  to  damp 
every  Idudal  !<•  endeavour  in  their  fervants,  that  might  tend  to  ir.;i!.e 
thefe  countries  generally  beneficial  to  the  Mother  Country.     7hi.s  cor.. 
durt  w«!l   appear  very  extraordinary  to  thufo  who  arc  unacquainted 
with  the  fcli-intcrefted  views  of  the  Company.     They  imagine,  that  if 
it  was  known  to  the  nation,  th;'.t  th^-  lands  th«y  poiTcfs  were  capalile  of 
cultivation,  it  miglit  induce   intlividuals  to  CiUiuir.;  into  their  right  to 
an  exclufive  charter;  it   is  therefore  their  bunnefs  to  reprefent   it  in 
the  woril  light  poflible,  to  difcourage  an   inquiry,  which  would  fiiakt; 
the  foundation  of  their  beloved  monopoly. 

Throughout  the  woods  to  the  fouthward  the  ground  is  covered  with 
a  very  thick  mofs,  among  which  grow  various  kinds  of  fmall  flirub^, 
bearing  fruit,  fuch  as  goofebcrrics,  currants,  ilrawberries,  rafl)crric.s, 
cranberries,  with  many  others  too  tedious  to  mention.  A  herb,  which 
the  natives  call  fFee/ric  a  pucka ^  grows  very  plentifully  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  The  Indians  make  ufe  of  it  by  way  of  medicine;  it 
makes  a  very  agreeable  tea,  and  is  much  ufed  here,  both  by  Europeans 
and  natives,  not  only  for  its  pleafant  flavour,  but  for  its  fahitary  cffctfls. 
Its  virtues  are  many  ;"  it  is  an  aromatic,  very  ferviceable  in  rheumatic 
cafes,  ftrengthcns  the  ftomach,  relieves  the  head,  and  alio  promoter 
pcrfpiration.  Outwardly,  it  is  applied  to  gangrenes,  contulions,  and 
excoriations;  in  the  latter  cafe  the  powder  is  made  ufc  of.  AnotJi'.M- 
herb  of  much  utility  to  the  natives  grows  likcwifo  here;  this  tl-.cy 
C2\\  Jack  ajo  a  puck.  They  mix  it  with  their  tobacco  to  reduce  its 
ftrcngth. 

In  the  Interior  of  the  country  is  g.cat  quantity  of  coal,  which  h 
conveyed  down  tie  rivers  by  the  currents.  A  perfon  belonging  to  th;i 
Hudfon  Bay  Company  once  brought  down  a  piece  he  had  taken  from 
the  earth,  where  it  was  piled  up  in  heaps.  It  was  in  every  rcfpeft 
fjmilar  to  that  brought  to  London  from  the  North  of  England  and 
Scotland.  He  faid  that  he  alked  the  Indians  the  ufc  of  it ;  and  on 
their  exprefling  their  ignorance,  he  put  fomeofitin  the  fire,  which 
burnt  violently  to  their  great  ailonilhment.  What  other  treafures  may 
be  concealed  in  thisi  unknown  repofitory,  or  what  valuable  ores  may  be 
intermixed  with  the  coal,  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  determine. 

Ail  thefe  iountrie?  are  well  Itored  with  moofe,  beavers,  otters,  A-c. 
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but  the  red  deer,  jumping  deer,  and  buffalo,  arc  not  to  be  found  tifl 
where  the  country  becomes  more  open,  and  fo  free  from  woods,  that 
in  many  places  fcarce  a  fufficicncy  can  be  procured  to  make  a  tempo- 
rary fire  for  travellers,  who  are  obliged  inftead  thereof  to  ufe  buffalw 

Many  fpacious  lakes  are  to  be  found  in  the  inland  parts.    Mofl  of 
thefe  abound  with  filb,  efpecially  when  joined  to  a  river;  but  the  na- 
tives feldoni  or  never  look  after  them,  and  the  greater  part  ofthofe 
Indians  who  come  to  the  Englitli  fettlements  to  trade,  will  nekher  cat 
vfii'h,  ^vater-fowl,  nor  any  amphibious  animal. 

How  far  the  foil  of  this  country  may  be  favourable  to  the  culture  of 
vegetables  we  arc  not  enabled  to  advance.  Experiments,  which  ihould 
be  our  principle  guide  to  knowledge  in  thefc  matters,  never  having  been 
much  made  ufe  of,  though  we  may  venture  to  affcrt,  that  many  parts 
would  admit  of  cultivation.  The  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  fervantfr 
have  tried  Indian  corn  and  barley,  by  way  of  experiment,  which  came 
to  perfcftion  ;  potatoes,  turnips,  carrots,  radiflies,  onions,  &c.  have, 
bcea  lately  reared,  and  found  as  good  as  thofe  in  Canada. 

The  fruits  which  fpontaneoufly  (hoot  up,  are  not  in  fuch  great  va- 
riety in  the  wildcrnelfes  of  Canada,  as  in  the  country' we  arc  fpeaking 
of.  The  natives  ct;Ile(5t  vaft  quantities  of  a  kind  of  wild  cherries  and 
bring  them  in  for  falc.  The  Hudfon's  Bay  people  make  an  excellent 
beverage  of  them,  which  is  grateful  to  the  tallc,  and  is  an  excellent 
antifcorburic.  Kafpberries,  llrawberries,  currants,  cranberries,  and 
an  infinity  of  other  kinds  are  to  be  found  every  where.  So  that  a  per- 
fon,  without  the  help  of  ammunition,  may  in  the  fumraer  feafon  pro- 
cure a  very  comfortable  fubfulencc,  were  he  bewildered,  and  alone. 
Should  any  one  be  in  this  fifuation,  almoft  every  pond  of  water  would 
furnilh  him  with  eggs  of  dutks,  «x-c.  and  every  thicket  with  a  fatiet/ 
of  delicious  fruit. 

The  eaftern  coall  is  barren,  pad  the  efforts  of  cultivation.  The  fur- 
face  is  every  where  uneven,  and  covered  with  maffes  of  flone  of  at> 
amazing  fize.  It  is  a  country  of  fruitlefs  and  frightful  mountains, 
fome  of  an  aftonilhing  height.  The  vallies  are  full  of  lakes,  formed  not 
from  fprings,  but  rain  and  fnow,  fo  chilly  as  to  be  produdive  of  a 
few  fmall  trout  only.  The  mountains  have  here  and  there  a  blighted 
ihrub,  or  a  little  mofs.  The  vallies  are  full  of  crooked,  ftunted  trees, 
pine';,  fir,  birch,  and  cedars,  or  rather  a  fpecles  of  the  juniper.  In 
li-.'itude  60-'  on  this  coai},  vegetation  ceafcs.  The  whole  fhore,  like 
tlint  on  the  wel^   is  li'.ccd  '.vith  iilanjs  at  fome  diftancc  from  land. 

'liic  priiK'pal  rivers   which  water  this  cteunrry,  are  the   \Va^cr, 
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Monki  Seal,  Pockerekefko,  Churchill,  Nelfon,  Hayesy  Kcw  Stvcrr, 
Albany,  and  Mooic  rivers,  all  which  empty  into  Hudforl's  and  Jamcfi 
Bay  from  the  weft.  The  mouths  of  all  the  river .  arc  rilled  with 
C  als,  except  Churchill's  in  which  the  largeft  Oiips  may  lie ;  but  teft 
miles  higher, the  channel  is  obftruaed  by  fand  b.'.r.ks.  All  the  rivcrt 
as  far  as  they  have  been  explored,  are  full  of  ra^-ids  and  catarads, 
from  ten  to  fixty  feet  perpendicular.  Down  tl.efe  rivers  the  Indian 
traders  find  a  quick  paffage;  but  their  return  is  a  labour  of  many 
months. 

INFIABITANTS,  CUSTOMS,  &c. 

The  inhabitants  among  the  mountains  are  Indians ;  along  the  coafts, 
Efquimaux.     The  Hudfon's  Bay  Indians,  in  all  probabilityj  were  ori- 
ginally tall,  properly  proportioned,  ftrongly  made,  and  of  as  manly  art 
appearance  as  any  people  whatever.    Tliis,  however,  was  before  theif 
Commerce  with  Europeans  had  enervated  and  debafed  their  minds  and 
bodies,  by  introducing  fpirituous  liquors  among  them,  and  habituating 
them  to  fevere  courfes  of  drinking.     The)-  are  naturally  much  addidlei 
to  this  fatal  cuftom  ;  but  when  it  is  encouraged  and  enforced  by  thof« 
who  call  themfelves  an  enlightened  people,   it  cert." inly  is  not  only 
blameable,  but  highly  criminal.     Were  common  fenfe  but  made  ufe  of 
to  direft  the  condudl  of  thofe  who  are  benefited  by  the  trade  carried 
on  with  the  Indians,  felf-intereft  and  good  policy  would  teach  themi 
to  difcourage,  as  much  as  poffible,  a  habit  fo  prejudicial  to  them,  and 
I  fatally  deftrudive  to  thefe  miferable  people.     They  are  generally  of 
a  benevolent  difpofition,  and  eafy  to  be  pcrfuaded  by  perfons  who  un» 
derftand  their  language;  but  as  a  moft  unconfcionable  gain  is  got  by 
trading  in  fpirits  with  them,   it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  the  faftors  will 
ever  be  induced  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  unchriftian  pradicc.     An  Indian  ■ 
■ivill  barter  away  all  his  furs,  nay  even  leave  himfelf  without  a  rag 
Pi  to  cover  his  nakcdnefs,  in  exchange  for  that  vile  unwholefome  ftuff, 
■  called  EngliOi  brandy.    If  by  fuch  exceflive  intoxication  they  only  ir- 
reparably in  jtucd  their  own  conftitutions,  and  debilitated  their  race# 
rtlie  confequences,   though  pernicious,  would  not  be  fo  dreadful  a$ 
they  ufualiy  are;  but  during  their  intoxication  not  only  frclh  quarrels 
tnfue,  old  grievances  are  alfo  renewed,   and  death  is  frequently  the 
,:%onfequence  of  former  bickerings,  which  but  for  this  ftimulator  had 
jbecn  buried  in  oblivion. 

■^  By  this  diabolical  commerce  the  country  is  impoverilhed  of  inhabi- 
>|»nts,  the  trade  of  courfe  imperceptibly  declines,  and  this  extcnfive 
Ibttlement  is  in  a  great  meafure  prevented  from  rivalling  many  of  our 
•ther  foreign  e(labli(hmcnt-s.  " 
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The  natives  are  however  a  people  '^f  a  middle  fize,  of  a  copper 
complexion,  their  featnre?  regular  and  agreeable,  and  few  diftortcd  or 
deformed  perfons  are  feen  among  them.  When  young  they  have  ex- 
ceflive  large  bellies,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  enormous  quan- 
tity of  food  they  devour;  but  as  they  grow  towards  puberty  this  part 
decreafes  to  a  common  fize.  Their  conftitutions  are  ftrong  and  heal- 
thy, and  their  diforders  few ;  the  chief  of  thefe  is  the  dyfentery,  and 
a  violent  pain  in  the  bread,  which  the  Englilh  call  the  Country  Dif- 
temper.  The  latter  is  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  cold  air  being 
drawn  into  the  lungs ;  which  impeding  the  veffels  from  fpreading 
throughout  that  organ,  hinders  the  circulation,  and  renders  refpiration 
extremely  painful  and  difficult.  They  feldom  live  to  a  great  age,  but 
enjoy  all  their  faculties  to  the  lail. 

In  their  difpofitions  they  are  mild,  affable,  and  good-natured,  when 
fober ;  but  when  intoxicated  they  are  loft  to  every  focial  quality,  and 
difcover  the  greateft  propenfity  to  quarrelling,  theft,  and  the  worft  of 
vices.  When  we  view  the  fair  fide  of  their  charafters,  we  find  them 
kind,  courteous,  and  benevolent  to  each  other,  relieving  the  wants  and 
neceffities  of  their  diftreflcd  brethren  with  the  greateft  good-nature, 
either  by  counfel,  food,  or  cloathing.  The  good  efFefts  of  this  excel- 
lent difpofition  are  frequently  experienced  by  themfelves ;  for,  as  in  * 
their  mode  of  life  no  one  known  how  foon  it  may  be  his  own  fate  to 
be  reduced  to  the  verge  of  extremity,  he  fecures  for  himfelf  a  return 
©fkindnefs,  fhould  he  experience  that  viciffitude.  On  the  other  hand 
they  are  fly,  cunning,  and  artful  to  a  great  degree  ;  they  glory  in 
every  -fpecies  of  furacity  and  artifice,  efpecially  when  the  theft  or  de- 
ception has  been  fo  well  executed  as  to  efcape  detedion.  Their  love 
to  their  offspring  is  carried  to  a  very  great  height.  From  the  ftate  of 
childhood  to  maturity  they  feldom  or  never  correft  their  children, 
alledging,  that  when  they  grow  up  they  will  know  better  of  them- 
felves. Neither  is  this  indulgence  made  a  bad  ufe  of  when  reflexion 
fucceeds  the  irregularities  of  youth;  ou  the  contrary,  fentiments  of 
reverence,  gratitude,  and  love,  link  their  affeftions  to  the  authors  of 
their  being ;  and  they  feldom  fail  to  give  the  utmoit  alTiftance  to  their 
aged  parents  whenever  their  imbecility  requites  it. 

With  refpeft  to  their  corporeal  abilities,  they  are  almoft  without 
exception  great  walkers ;  they  patiently  endure  cold,  hunger,  and 
fatigue  ;  and  bear  all  misfortunes  with  admirable  fortitude  and  refig- 
nation,  which  enables  them  bravely  to  encounter  the  profpeft  of  ill, 
and  renders  the  mind  ferene  under  the  preffure  of  adverlity.  As  their 
country  al>:uuds  with  innumerable  herds  of  deer,  elks,  and  bufFaloes, 
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they  frequently  make  great  flaughter  among  them;  and  upon  thefe  oc- 
cafions  they  have  no  regard  to  futurity,  or  providing  for  an  unfuc- 
ccfsful  day.  Whether  they  happen  to  be  pining  un.'er  the  grafp  of 
pinching  neceflity,  or. enjoying  themfelves  in  all  the  happinefs  of 
Jicalth  and  plenty,  they  kill  all  they  can,  having  an  incontrovertible 
maxim  among  them,  which  is,  "  the  more  they  kill,  the  more  they 
have  to  kill :"  and  this  opinion,  though  diametrically  oppofite  to  rea* 
fon  or  common  fenfe,  is  as  pertinacioufly  held  by  them,  as  his  tenets 
arc  by  the  moft  bigotted  enthufiaft.  Indeed,  they  too  frequently  find 
it  to  their  coft  to  be  grounded  on  folly,  as  they  fometimes  fufFer  ex- 
treme hunger  through  it;  nay,  many  have  been  ftarved  to  death,  ancl 
others  have  been  reduced  to  the  fad  necefiity  of  devouring  their  owa 
offspring. 

As  a  great  part  of  the  Faftory  provifions  confifls  of  gecfe  killed  by 
the  Indians,  the  Englifli  fupply  them  with  powder  and  (hot  for  this 
purpofe,  allowing  them  the  value  of  a  beaver  Ikin  for  every  ten  geefc 
they  kill;  accordingly,  after  the  Indian  has  got  this  fupply,  he  fets  off 
from  his  tent  early  in  the  morning  into  the  marlhes,  where  he  fets 
himfelf  down,  with  a  degree  of  patience  difficult  to  be  imitated,  and 
b<Mng  Ihekered  by  a  few  willows,  waits  for  the  g^cfc.  They  (hoot 
them  flyingi  and  are  {n  very  dexterous  at  this  fport,  that  a  good  hun^ 
ter  will  kill,  in  times  of  plenty,  fifty  or  fixty  in  a  day.  Few  Euro- 
peans are  able  to  endure  cold,  fatigue,  hunger,  or  advcrfity  in  any. 
fhape,  with  an  equal  degree  of  magnanimity  and  compofure  to  that 
which  is  familiar  to  the  natives  of  this  country.  After  being  out  a 
whole  day  on  a  hunt,  expofed  to  the  bleakeft  winds  and  moft  penetrat- 
ing cold,  and  that  without  the  lead  thing  to  fatisfy  the  calls  of  nature, 
an  Indian  comes  home,  warms  himfelf  at  the  fire,  fmoaks  a  few  pipes 
of  tobacco,  and  then  retires  to  reft,  as  calm  as  if  in  the  midft  of  plenty  ; 
but  if  he  happens  to  have  a  family,  he  cannot  always  boaft  of  this 
equanimity  ;  when  reduced  to  extremity,  his  afFeftion  for  them  pre- 
dominates over  his  philofophy,  if  it  might  be  fo  called,  and  it  gives 
way  to  the  moft  pungent  forrow. 

A  belief  in  fome  over-ruling  invifible  power  bears  a  principal  (hare 

,  in  the  charader  of  thefe  unpoliftied  Indians.  By  this  he  is  induced  to 
impute  every  occurrence  of  his  life  to  fupernatural  caufes.  His  good 
or  bad  fuccefs  in  hunting,  the  welfare  of  his  friends  and  family,  hi^ 
duration  in  this  mortal  ftate,  &c,  all  depend  upon  the  will  and  plea- 

;  fure  of  fome  invifible  agent,  whom  he  fiippofes  to  prefide  over  all  his 
undertakings:  for  inftancc,  one  man  will  invoke  a  confpicuous  ftar, 
another  a  wolf,  one  a  bear,  and  another  a  particular  tree ;  in  which  he 
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Jmagines  the  Great  filing  refides,  and  influences  his  good  or  ill  fortune 

in  this  life. 

The  religious  fentiments  of  thefc  people,  though  confufcd,  are  in 
fomc  refpefts  juft.  They  allow  that  there  is  a  good  Being,  and  they 
ibmetimes  fing  to  him;  but  not  out  of  fear  or  adoration,  for  he  is  too 
goOd>  they  fay,  to  liurt  them.  He  is  called  Kiuh-e-mait-e-toy  or  the 
Great  Chief.  They  further  fay,  there  is  an  evil  Being,  who  is  al- 
ways plaguing  them  ;  they  call  him  Whit-ti-coy  Of  him  they  are  very 
much  in  fear,  and  feldom  eat  any  thing,  or  drink  any  brandy,  without 
throwing  fome  into  the  fire  iox  Whit-ti-co.  If  any  misfortune  befals 
them,  they  fing  to  him,  imploring  his  mercy ;  and  when  in  health  and 
profperity  do  the  fame,  to  keep  him  in  good  humour.  Yet,  though 
obfequious  fometimes,  at  others  they  are  angry  with  him,  efpecially 
when  in  liquor  ;  they  then  run  out  of  their  tents,  and  fire  their  guns 
in  order  to  kill  him.  They  frequently  perfuade  thcmfelves  that  they 
fee  his  track  in  the  mofs  or  fnow,  and  he  is  generally  defcribed  in 
the  moft  hideous  forms.  They  believe  that  both  the  good  and  the  bad 
Being  have  many  fervants;  thofe  of  the  former  inhabiting  the  air,  but 
thofe  of  the  latter  walking  on  the  earth.  They  have  likewife  an  opi- 
nion that  this  country  was  once  overflowed  ;  an  opinion  founded  on 
meeting  with  many  fea  fhells  far  inland.  ' 

They  have  no  manner  of  government  or  fubordination.  The  father, 
ar  head  of  a  family,  owns  no  fuperior,  nor  obeys  any  command.  He 
gives  his  advice  or  opinion  of  things,  but  at  the  fame  time  has  no  au- 
thority to  enforce  obedience  ;  the  youth  of  his  family  follow  his  di- 
jTcftions,  but  rather  from  filial  affeftion  or  reverence,  than  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  duty  exadled  by  a  fup?rior.  When  feveral  tents  or  fa- 
milies meet  to  go  to  war,  or  to  the  Faftories  to  trade,  they  choofe  a 
Jeader,  but  it  is  only  voluntary  obedience  they  pay  to  the  leader  fo 
fhofen  J  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  leave  him  when  he  pleafes*  and  the 
notion  of  a  commander  is  quite  obliterated  as  foon  as  the  voyage  is 
over.  Merit  alone  gives  the  title  to  distinction;  and 
TH^  possession  of  qualities  that  are  held  in  esteem 
IS  THE  oNLy  method  TO  OBTAIN  RESPECT.  Thus  a  perfon 
who  is  an  experienced  hunter;  one  who  knows  the  communication 
between  the  kkes  and  rivers ;  one  who  can  make  long  harangues ;  is 
a  conjuror ;  or  if  he  has  4  family  }  fuch  a  man  will  not  fail  of  being 
followed  by  feveral  Inciians;,  when  they  happen  to  be  out  in  large  par- 
ties ;  they  likewife  follow  him  down  to  trade  at  the  fettlements :  he 
is,  however,  obliged  to  fecurc  their  attendance  upon  thi$  occafion  by 
Pfomifes  and  rewards,  as  the.  regard  ^aid  to  his  abilities  is  of  too  weak 
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.  a  nature  to  command  fubjci^ion.  In  war  a  mutual  rc(cntmcnt  ^^[ai'ilt 
their  enemies  forms  their  union  for  perpetrating  their  revenge.  -/V;-- 
Jcnal  courage^  patience  under  harJjl'ips,  an  J  a  kuoivlcdgc  of  the  indr.'fcr^  and 
country  of  their  adverfarics)  are  the  rjnalifications  fjught  cfter  in  the  choice 
of  a  leader.  They  follow  himj  whom  they  have  thus  chofcn,  with  fide- 
lity, and  exectife  his  projeds  with  alacrity;  but  their  obcilicnce  doca 
not  proceed  from  any  right  in  the  leader  to  command,  it  is  folcly 
founded  on  his  merit,  on  the  aiFettion  of  his  followers,  and  their  doiirc 
of  fubduing  their  cr<cmies.  Thcfc  fentiments  atftuate  every  brealr,  and 
augment  the  union,  while  in  more  civili/.ed  nations  fuch  a  conipad  is 
effeded  by  a  {lavifli  fubmillioa  to  military  laws ;  for  as  the  foldicr  has 
no  choice  in  his  commander,  it  frequently  happens  that  neither  his  abili- 
ties nor  his  charadcr  are  calculated  to  giiin  their  cfteem. 

The  Indian's  method  of  dividing  the  time,  is  by  munbering  theniglits 
elapfcd,  or  to  come;  thus,  if  he  be  aikod  how  long  he  has  been  on  his 
journey,  he  will  anAver,  «  fo  many  nights."  From  this  noiflurnal  di- 
vifion,  they  proceed  to  the  lunuror  monthly  divifion,  reckoning  thirteen 
of  thefc  in  the  year,  all  of  which  arc  cxprefllvc  of  fome  remarkable 
event  or  appearance,  that  happens  during  that  revolution  of  the  moon. 

Their  method  of  computing  numbers  is  rather  abliufe,  as  they  reckon 
chiefly  by  decades ;  as  follows  : — Two  tens,  three  tens,  tic.  Ten  teas,  or  au 
hundred  tens.  A  few  units  over  or  under,  arc  added  or  fubtraftcd.  Thus, 
thirty- two  in  their  tongue  is  exprcffed,  by  faying  three  tens  and  two  over* 

Thofc  Indians  of  whom  we  have  now  been  treating  ar.d  of  whom  the 
Peltries  are  obtained  are  known  by  the  following  names,  -vizi  The 
Ne-hefh-atv-a,  the  AJfinne-poctuCi  the  Fallt  the  ^nffeci  the  Ulack-feefi 
the  Paegan,  and  the  Blood  Indians.  Thcfe  are  tlve  only  Indians  with 
which  the  Company  trade,  and  confequently  the  only  ones  whofc  man- 
ners, culloms,  ScQ.  are  known. 

The  laudable  zeal  of  the  Moravian  clergy  ind''ccd  them,  in  the  vcar 
1752,  to  fend  milfionaries  from  Greenland  to  this  country.  They 
fixed  on  Nelbit's  harbour  for  their  fettlement  ;  but  of  the  firft  party* 
fome  of  them  ucre  killed,  and  the  others  driven  away.  In  1764,  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  Britifc  government,  another  attempt  was 
made.  The  mi(ricn::ries  v/ere  well  received  by  the  Efquimuux,  and 
the  mifllon  goes  on  with  fuccefs.    , 

ANIMALS. 

The  animals  of  thefc  countries  arc,  the  moofe  deer,  flags,  rein  deer* 

'  bears,  tygers,  buffaloes,  wolves,  foxes,. beavers,  otters,  lynxes,  martiiisy 

fquirrels,  ermine?,  wild  tats,  and  hares.     The  rein  deer  pafs  in  vaft 
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licids  towards  the  north  in  Odobcr,  fecking  the  extreme  cold.  The 
male  polar  bears  rove  out  at  fea,  on  the  floating  ice,  moft  of  the 
winter,  and  till  June ;  the  females  lie  concealed  in  the  woods,  or 
beneath  the  banks  of  rivers,  till  March,  when  they  come  abroad  with 
their  twin  cubs,  and  bend  their  courfe  to  the  fea  in  fearch  of  their 
conforts.  Several  are  killed  in  their  paflage;  and  thofe  that  are 
wounded  fliow  vaft  fury,  roar  hideouflj',  and  bite  and  throw  up  in  the 
air  even  their  own  progeny.  The  females  and  the  young,  when  not 
interrupted,  continue  their  way  to  the  fea.  In  Junq  the  males  return 
to  (hore,  and  by  Auguft  are  joined  by  their  conforts,  with  their  cubsf 
by  that  time  of  a  confidcrable  fize.  The  feathered  kinds  are,  geefe, 
buftards,  ducks,  growfe,  and  all  manner  of  wild  fowls.  Indeed  multi- 
tudf^s  of  birds  tetirc  to  this  remote  country,  toLabrador  and  Newfound- 
land, from  places  more  remotely  fouth,  perhaps  from  the  Antilles ;  and 
fome  even  of  the  moft  delicate  little  fpecies.  Moft  of  them,  with 
numbers  of  aquatic  fowls,  are  feen  returning  fouthward  with  their 
young  broods  to  more  favourable  climates.  The  favages  in  fome  ref- 
peds  regulate  their  months  by  t)ic  appearance  of  birds ;  and  have  their 
goofe-month,  from  the  vernal  appearance  of  geefe,  from  the  fouth. 
All  the  growfe  kind,  ravens,  cinereous  crows,  titmoirfe,  and  Lapland 
finch,  brave  the  fevereft  winter;  and  feveral  of  the  falcons  and  owls 
feck  ihelter  in  the  woods.  Of  fifli,  there  are  whales,  morfes,  feals,  cod- 
fiili,  and  a  white  fifli,  preferable  to  herrings;  and  in  their  rivers  and 
frcfh  waters,  pike,  perch,  carp,  and  trout. 

All  the  quadrupeds  of  thefe  countries  are  clothed  with  a  clofe,  foft, 
warm  fur.  In  fummer  there  is  here,  as  in  other  places,  a  variety  in 
the  colours  of  the  feveral  animals ;  when  that  feafon  is  over,  which 
holds  only  for  three  months,  they  all  afTume  the  livery  of  winter,  and 
every  fort  of  beails,  and  moft  of  their  fowls,  are  of  the  colour  of 
the  fnow ;  every  thir.^  animate  and  inanimate  is  white.  This  is  a 
furprifing  phenomenon.  But  what  is  yet  more  furprifing,  and  what 
is  indeed  one  of  the  mol\  ftriking  things,  that  draw  the  moft  inatten- 
tive to  an  admiration  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Providence,  is, 
that  the  dogs  and  cats  from  Britain  that  have  been  carried  into  Hud- 
fon's  Bay,  on  the  approach  of  winter  have  entirely  changed  their  ap- 
pearance, and  acquired  a  much  lor!*,;f«  ofter,  and  thicker  coat  of  h«(i£ 
than  they  had  originally. 

DISCOVERY  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  knowledge  of  thefe  northern  feas  and  countries  was  owing  ta  a 
projcd  ftarted  in  England  for  the  difeovery  of  a  north- weft  pafTage  to 
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China  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  early  as  the  year  1 576.  Since  then  it 
has  been  frequently  dropped  and  as  often  revived,  but  never  yet  com- 
pleatcd ;  and  from  the  late  voyages  of  difcovery  it  feems  probablc» 
that  noprafticable  paflage  ever  can  be  found.  Forbiihcr  difcovered  the 
Main  of  New  Britain,  of  Terra  de  Labrador,  and  thcfe  ftrcights  to 
which  he  has  given  his  name.  In  158^,  John  Davis  failed  from  Portf- 
mouth,  and  viewed  that  and  the  more  northern  coalb,  but  he  feems 
never  to  liave  entered  the  bay.  Captain  Hudfon  made  three  voyages 
on  the  fame  adventure,  thp  firft  in  1607,  the  fccond  in  160S,  and  his 
third  and  laft  in  1610.  This  bold  and  judicious  navigator  entered  the 
ftrcights  that  lead  into  the  bay  known  by  his  name,  coafted  a  great 
part  of  it,  and  penetrated  to  eighty  degrees  and  a  half,  into  the  heart 
of  the  frozen  zone.  His  ardour  for  the  difcovery  not  being  abated  by 
the  difficukies  lie  ftrfiggled  with  in  this  empire  of  winter,  and  world  of 
froft  an  i  fiiow,  he  flayed  here  until  the  enfuing  fpring,  and  prepared, 
in  the  beginning  of  161  i,  to  purfue  his  difcoreries ;  but  his  crew,  who 
fuffered  cqaal  hardftip.-.,  without  the  fame  fpirit  to  fupport  them,  mu- 
tinied, feizcd  upon  him  and  feven  of  thofe  who  were  moft  faithful  to 
him,  and  committed  them  to  the  fury  of  the  icy  feas  in  an  oj-ea  boat. 
Hudfon  and  his  companions  were  either  fwallowed  up  by  the  waves, 
or  gaining  the  inhofpitable  coaft,  wore  deftroyed  by  the  favages ;  but 
the  fliip  and  the  reft  of  the  men  returned  home. 

Other  attempts  towards  a  difcovery  were  made  in  1612  and  1667  ; 
and  a  patent  for  planting  the  country,  with  a  charter  for  a  company, 
was  obtained  in  the  year  1670.  In  1646,  Captain  Ellis  wintered  as 
far  north  as  57  degrees  and  a  half,  and  Captain  Chriftopher  at- 
tempted farther  difcoreries  jn  1661.  But  befides  thefe  voyages,  we 
arc  indebted  to  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  fjr  a  journey  by  land  • 
which  throws  i  ich  additional  lieht  on  this  matter,  by  affording  what 
may  be  called  demonftration,  how  much  farther  North,  at  leaft  in  fon.e 
parts  of  their  voyage,  (hips  muft  go,  before  they  canpafs  from  one  fide 
of  America  to  the  other.  The  northern  Indians,  who  came  down  to 
the  Company's  faftories  to  trade,  had  brought  to  their  knowledge  4 
river,  which,  on  account  of  much  copper  being  found  near  it,  had  ob- 
tained the  name  of  the  Copper  Mine  River.  The  Company  being  de- 
firous  of  examining  into  this-  matter  with  precifion,  direfted  Mr. 
Hearne,  a  young  gentleman  in  their  fervice,  and  who  having  been 
brought  up  for  the  navy,  and  ferved  in  it  the  war  before  laft,  was  ex- 
tremely well  qualified  for  the  purpofc,  to  proceed  over  land,  under  the 
convoy  of  thofe  Indians,  for  that  river;  which  he  had  orders  to  fur- 
yey,  if  poffible,  quite  down  fo  its  exit  into  the  fcaj  to  make  obferva. 
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tioii.-,  for  fixing  the  latitudes  And  longitudes ;  and  to  bring  home  maps 
and  drawings,  both  of  it  and  the  countries  through  which  he  Ihould 

pafj, 

Accnrdingly  Mr.  Ilcarnc  fet  out  from  Prince  of  Wales's  Fort,  on 
^  ChuK'hill  river,  latituJe  58"  47^'  north,  and  longitude  94"  7i'weft 
from  Grecnwicli,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1770.  Mr,  Ilcarne  on  the 
13th  of  July  reached  the  Copper  Mine  river,  and  found  it  all  the  uay, 
even  to  its  exit  into  the  fca,  incumbered  \yith  fhoals  and  falh,  and 
emptying  itfelf  into  it  over  a  dry  flat  of  the  (laore,  the  tide  being  then 
out,  which  fccmed,  by  the  edges  of  the  ice,  to  rife  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet.  This  rife,  on  account  of  the  falls,  will  carry  it  but  a 
very  fmall  way  within  the  river's  mouth,  fo  tliat  the  water  in  it  has 
not  the  leaii  bracKifh  taile,  Mr.  Heamc  is,  neverthclcfs,  fure  of  the 
place  it  emptied  itfelf  into  being  the  fea,  or  a  branch  of  it,  by  the 
quantity  of  whalebone  and  feal  fians  which  the  Efquimaux  had  at  thejr 
tents  J  and  alfo  by  the  number  ol  feals  which  he  faw  upon  the  ice.  The 
fea,  at  the  river's  moutli,  was  full  of  iilands  and  (heals,  as  far  as  he 
could  fee,  by  the  afnOancc  of  a  pocket  telefccpc  ;  and  the  ice  was  not 
then  (July  i/tli)  broke  up,  but  thawed  away  only  for  about  three  qunr- 
tcrs  of  a  mile  from  the  fliore,  and  for  a  little  v\ay  round  the  ifland 
and  flioals  which  lay  off  the  river's  mouth.  But  he  had  the  moft  cx- 
'tenfive  view  of  the  fea  when  he  was  about  eight  miles  up  the  river, 
from  \yhich  Itaiion  the  extreme  parts  of  it  bore  N.  W,  by  W.  and 
K.  F. 

J5y  the  time  Mr.  Ilcame  had  fir.lfncd  his  fur',  ey  of  the  river,  which 
V.  as  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  i  Sth,  there  came  on  a  very 
tiiick  fog  and  dri/,/.}ing  rain  ;  and  as  he  had  found  tlic  river  nid  fea,  in 
every  re fpec'i  unlikely  to  be  of  any  utility,  he  thcnglu  it  utmeceffary 
to  wait  for  fair  weather,  to  determine  the  latitude  more  cxactl}-  by  ob- 
ftrvation  ;  but  by  the  extraordinary  care,  he  tnck  in  oblcrving  the 
c'ourfcs  and  dilTanees,  walking  from  CongecathaiuLacha^a,  whcrj  lie  had 
two  very  good  obiervatlons,  he  thinks  the  latitude  may  he  depended 
on  within  ro^  at  the  ut;noit.  It  appears  from  t'le  ir.au  which  Mr, 
Hcarr"  conllrafled  of  this  fmgular  journey,  that  the  iuoiith  of  the 
Copper  Mine  river  lies  in  Irititude  72^  N.  and  longitude  2  j^  W,  from 
Churchill  livei ;  that  is,  about  1 19'-'  V/.  of  Greenwich.  Mr.  iiearne's 
journey  back  from  the  Co^  per  ]\IJnc  river  to  Cliurchiil,  hilled  till  June 
3Cth,  T  772  ;  fo  ri'.at  he  was  al)fcnt  almoft  a  year  and  fevcn  months.  The 
unparalleled  h-irdfhipshe  Inr^l  red,and  the  eiiential  fcrvice  he  performed., 
have  n:et  with  a  Taitable  reward  fio.ii  hi,,  mailers.  He  has  been  feveral 
years  gr.verr.or  oirrinc:  of  Wa'e' 'i  Fort  on  Churchill  river,  wheip 
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Vnongli  the  adventurers  failed  in  the  original  purpofefor  which  the/ 
navigated  this  bay,  their  projec%  even  in  its  failure,  has  been  of  ad- 
vantage to  England.  The  vail  countries  hich  furround  Hudfon's 
Bay,  as  we  have  already  obfcrved,  abound  w..h  animals,  whofe  fur  and 
Ikins  arc  excellent.  In  1670,  a  charter  was  granted  to  a  company, 
which  at  prefent  confift  of  only  feven  perfons,  for  the  exclufivc  trade 
to  this  bav,  and  they  have  adcd  under  it  ever  fince  with  great  benefit 
to  the  private  men  who  compofc  the  company,  though  comparatively 
with  little  advantage  to  Great  Britain. 

Prince  Rupert  was  their  full  Governor;  the  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
Lord  Craven,  Lord  Arlington,  and  feverai  other  noble  perfonagcs,  con- 
ftituted  the  firft  committee.  The  tenoi  of  their  charter  is  as  full,  ample, 
and  comprchcnfivc,  as  words  can  well  make  it ;  and,  as  if  they  fufpeded 
the  intrufiun  of  fome  adventurers  on  their  territories,  to  participate  ia 
this  valuable  trade,  the  moft  fevere  penalties,  with  for'citure  ofpro^ 
perty,  are  laid  on  all  thofe,  who  (hall  haunt,  frequent,  or  trade  upon, 
their  «oafts ;  how  far  their  fucceflbrs  have  been  entitled  to  thei".^  e-xclu- 
■''ve  immunities,  or  how  far,  their  confined  manner  ol'  cairyitig'Oa 
.the  trade  has  proved  beneficial  to  the  country,  we  Ihali  endeavour  to 
point  out. 

The  firft  traders  to  thefe  parts  n^ed  upon  principles  much  more  laa* 
dable  and  benevolent,  than  their  fucceflbrs  feem  to  have  been  aftuatc(i 
by.  They  appear  to  have  had  the  good  of  the  country  at  heart ;  an4 
to  have  endeavoured  by  every  equitable  means,  to  r-.ndci-  their  com- 
merce profitable  to  the  mother  couitry.  Their  iniirai>ions  to  theit 
ff'^orswere  full  of  fentiments  of  Chriftianity,  and  contained  direftions 
for  their  ufing  every  means  in  their  power,  to  reclaim  the  uncivilized 
Indians  from  a  llatc  of  barbarifm,  and  to  inculcate  in  their  rude  mindl 
the  humane  precepts  of  the  gofpel.  They  were  at  the  fame  time  ad- 
monifhed  to  trade  with  them  equitably,  and  to  take  no  advantage  of 
their  native  fimplicity.  They  v.'ere  further  initfufted  to  explore  thft 
country,  and  to  reap  fuch  bcneht  from  the  foil  and  produce  thereof^ 
as  might  redound  to  the  intcreft  of  the  Englilh  natioi-,  as  well  as  contri- 
bute to  their  own  emolument.  Aiul  lallly,  they  were  dircftcd  to  be 
particularly  careful  in  feeing  that  the  European  fervant*  behaved  or- 
derly, and  lived  in  fobricty  and  temperance,  obfervyig  a  proper  vene,- 
jration  for  the  fervice  qf  Qqd,  which  was  ordertjd  to  be  coUei^ively 
performed  at  every  fcafonable  opportuuiiy. 

Thefe  were  injuuciJon»  worthy  the  exalted  ftations  and  rank  in  life  of 
vhofe  Yi^o  h^d  the  firft  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company  ;  and 
foflei^ed  much  honour  on  their  chararters,  as  men  and  chriftians :  and 
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had  thefe  praife-worthy  eftabliniments  been  adhered  to,  the  conntry 
granted  them  might  at  this  day  have  been  a  real  advantage  to  Great 
Britain.  But  inftead  of  encouraging  the  trade,  by  a  mild,  equitable, 
and  engaging  deportment  towards  the  natives ; — inlU-ad  of  ingratiating 
themfelvcs  by  affability  and  condcfccnfion  w  ir|i  a  hannlofs  people,  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  Company  ufe  them  with  undcfcrvcd  rigour,  caufing  them 
frequently  to  be  beat  and  maltreated,  althougli  they  have  come  fomc 
hundreds  of  miles  in  order  to  barter  their  (kins,  and  procure  a  few 
necefTaries  to  guard  againfl  the  feverity  of  the  approaching  winter ; 
owing  to  this  conduft  the  trade  has  materially  declined  of  late  years. 

Another  reafon  why  the  Company's  trade  has  declined,  is  a  want  ot 
•fpirit  in  themfclves,  to  pufh  it  on  with  that  vigour  the  importance  of 
the  contcft  deferves.  The  merchants  from  Canada  have  been  heard  to 
acknowledge,  that  was  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  to  profecute  their 
inland  trade  in  a  fpirited  manner,  they  muft  be  foon  obliged  to  give  up 
all  thoughts  of  penetrating  into  the  country;  as  from  the  vicinity  of 

,.' ,  the  Company's  faftories  to  the  inland  parts,  they  can  afford  to  undcr- 

,1"  fel  them  in  every  branch. 

t  To  explain  this  emulation  between  the  Company  and  the  CaraHian 

traders,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  review  the  flate  of  the  Company  in  the 
year  1773.  About  that  time  the  Canadian  traders  from  Montreal,  ac- 
tuated by  a  lai'.dable  foiiit  of  induftry  and  adventure,  and  experiencing 
^the  pecuniary  advantag-is  that  refuited  from  their  exertions,  hac  '.^co.ne 
fo  numerous  and  indefati'j-ible  at  the  head  of  the  rivers  wh;  ^  lead  to 
•l!)e  Company's  fcttlcmcntc,  that  the  trsde  of  the  latter  v  '-s  in  a  great 
nieafure  cut  off  from  its  ufual  channel.  The  Indians  being  fupplied 
with  every  thing  they  could  wifh  for  at  their  own  doors,  had  no  longer 
occafion,  as  they  hitherto  had  done,  to  build  canoes,  and  paddle  feveral 
hundred  miles,  for  the  fake  of  cultivating  a  commerce  with  the  Company ; 
in  which  peregrination  they  were  frequently  expofed  to  much  danger 
from  hunger ;  fo  much  fo,  that  at  one  time  feven  canoes  of  upland  In. 
•dians  perifhed  on  their  return  to  their  owri  country. 

Everfince  the  above  period,  the  Canadian  adventurers  have  annually 
jncreafed  in  the  upland  country,  much  to  their  own  emolument,  and 
the  great  lofs  of  the  Company  :  who,  it  may  be  faid,  are  fleeping  at 
the  edge  of  the  fca,  without  fpirit,  and  without  vigour  or  inclination 
.  to  affert  that- right,  which  their  exclufive  charter*  according  to  their 
vwn  account^  entitles  them  to. 

It  is  true,  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  have  at  this  time  a  few  efta. 
blifhments  in  the  interior  country  ;  but  thefe  are  carried  on  in  fuch  a 

languid 


\ 


f 

u  the  coantiy 
ntagc  to  Great 
lild,  equitable, 
of  ingratiating 
L'f«  peoplcj  the 
ir»caufing  them 
avc  come  fomc 
1  procure  a  tew 
laching  winter : 
of  liitc  years, 
ed,  is  a  want  ot 
c  importance  of 
'6  been  heard  to 
3  profecute  their 
iligcd  to  give  up 
n  the  vicinity  of 
afford  to  under- 

nd  the  Carariian 
Company  in  the 
m  Montreal,  ac- 
md  experiencing 
:ions,  hac  '  .-co.ne 
rs  wh:'  f    lead  to 
er  "  ■'■3  in  a  great 
s  being  fupplied 
rs,  had  no  longer 
id  paddle  feveral 
ith  the  Company; 
to  much  danger 
jcs  of  upland  In- 

ers  have  annually 
emolument,  and 
d,  arc  deeping  at 
our  or  inclination 
according  to  their 

L5  time  a  few  cfta- 
rricd  on  in  fuch  a 
languid 


N  E  W     B  R  1  T  /   I  N.  31 

hnguid  manner,  that  their  exertions  have  h.  acrto  pfc    J  inadc      •,!• 
to  the  purpofc  of  fupplanting  their  opponeats. 

The  Company  fignify  to  their  Faftors,  that  they  have  an  5nd»  -ittfc 
blc  right  to  all  the  territories  about  Hudfon's  Bay,  not  only  in-  '  injf 
the  Straits  and  Bay,  with  all  the  rivers,  inlets,  &ct  therein^  but  likc^ 
wife  to  all  the  countries,  lakes,  &c«  indefinitely  to  the  weftward» 
explored  and  unexplored.  They  therefore  lligmatize  the  Canadian 
merchants  with  the  infulting  epithets  of  pedlars,  thieves,  and  interlo- 
pers ;  though  the  quantity  of  furs  imported  by  themfelves  bears  no  coiil- 
parifon  to  thofe  fent  from  Canada.  If  this  unbounded  claim,  to  which 
they  pretend,  be  founded  Upon  juftice,  why,  in  the  name  of  equity  do 
they  not  aflert  thefc  pretenfions  by  a  proper  application  to  the  Britilh 
Parliament  to  remove  the  induftrious  pedlars,  whom  they  would  fecm 
to  look  upon  with  fuch  ineiFable  contempt,  and  prevent  their  any  longer 
encroachiijg  on  their  territories;  but  the  (hock  they  received  from  the 
J)arHamentary  application  of  the  patriotic  Mr.  Dobbs,  in  the  year  1749* 
has  given  them  a  diftate  to  parliamentary  inquiries.  They  know  the 
weakncfs  of  their  claim,  and  the  inftability  of  their  pretenfions  ;  it  i» 
therefore  their  intereft  to  hide  from  an  inquifitive  but  deluded  nation, 
every  inveftigation  which  might  tend  to  bring  to  light  the  futility  of* 
their  proceedings. 

If  the  Canadian  traders  can  adduce  any  profit  to  themfelves  by  pro- 
fecuting  this  inland  bufincfs,  what  are  not  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company 
enabled  to  do,  with  every  advantage  on  their  fide,  would  they  profe- 
cute the  trade  with  vigour  ? 

York  Fort  at  this  time  has  four  fubordinatc  fettleir'^nts ;  at  which 
fettlements,  conjointly,  the  Company  allow  one  hundred  fervants,  whofc 
,Wages  amount  to  about  one  thou fand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per 
annum  ;  befides  a  floop  of  fixty  tons,  thai  ^akes  a  voyage  once  a  year 
between  York  Fort  and  Severn  Faftories.  Ih  the  year  1748,  the  com- 
plement of  men  at  that  fettlement  was  no  more  than  twenty-five,  whofc 
wages  amounted  to  four  hundred  and  fevcnty  pounds  per  annum,  and 
the  trade  then  flood  at  thirty  thoufand  fkins  one  year  with  another. 
The  other  eftablifhments  which  the  Company  maintain  in  the  Bay,  have 
fufFered  the  like  proportional  change,  all  decreafing  in  trade,  and 
bearing  additional  incumbrances. 

To  exhibit  at  one  view  a  ftate  of  their  feveral  eftablifliiqcnts  in  the 
Bay  at  prefent,  the  following  table  is  fubjoined. 
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Sciilemcnls. 

Sitii.iiioii. 

1  r.uli"  on 

liuiijii 

,Siil[)S  luii- 

Sionpxii  rlir 

Xo..." 

La.  \. 

Lo.  W. 

Avprai;c. 

Scitlcm 

(ignrd  to. 

Coiiniry. 

Srrv. 

Skins. 

(hip     tons 

Ihip      tons 

Churchill 

?9    0 

94  .ic 

1 0,000 

lof 250 

I  of  70 

29 

York  Fort     "1 
Severn  Houfe  J 

57  '0 
56  12 

93  00 

88  ^7 

>  25,000 

4 

• lof 250 

\  I  of  60 

100 

Albany  Fort 

52  18 

85   iH 

5.600 

2 

;«> 

Moofc  Fort     ■] 

51  28 

83   '5 

1    7>oc? 

I  I  of  280 

I  of  70 

40 

Eaftmain         / 

S3  H 

78  50 

1 

■ 

1  of  70 

25 

47,600 

8 

3—780 

4—270 

240 

*l 


itt^' 


The  following  is  the  ftandard  of  trade,  by  which  the  Governor  ot 
Faftor>  is  ordered  by  the  Company  to  trade  with  the  natives  *. 


Bcav. 

Beav. 

Glafs  beads 

lb. 

I  as  2 

Orricc  lace 

yd. 

lias  r 

China  ditto 

I       6 

Brafs  rings 

No. 

3       » 

Brafs  kettles 

I       i^ 

Files 

I       I 

Coarfe  cloth 

yd. 

^       3 

Tobacco  boxes 

I       I 

Blankets 

No. 

'       7 

Awl  blades 

8       I 

Tobacco  Brazil 

lb. 

•it       J 

Box  barrels 

3       » 

Ditto  leaf 

I       I 

Ha\rks  bells 

pr. 

12       I 

Ditto  Eng.  roll 

I      r 

Sword  blades 

No. 

1       I 

Check  fhirts 

No, 

I      2 

Ice  chin*cls 

I       I 

White  ditto 

I            "^ 

Gun  worms 

4      » 

Yarp  ftockings 

pr. 

I      2 

Coarfe  hats 

I       4 

Powder 

lb. 

I      I 

Small  leather  trunks 

I       4 

Shot 

4       < 

Needles 

12       I 

Duffels 

yd. 

I       > 

Hatchets 

I       I 

Knives 

No. 

4       I 

Brandy 

gall. 

I       4 

Guns 

I     14 

Medals 

No. 

12       I 

Combs 

I       I 

Thimbles 

6      I 

Flints 

16      \ 

Brafs  collars 

1       t 

Vermijlion 

lb. 

I     16 

Fire  ftecls 

3       » 

Piftols 

No. 

I      7 

Razors 

2       1 

Small  burning  ^/ 

ifTrs 

I       I 

Thread 

lb. 

1       1 

Gartering 

:d. 

Xh      I 

*  This  is  intended  to  keep  up  the  appparancp  of  a  regular  fettled  plan  of  trade ;  h"* 
though  this  farce  may  be  played  off  to  thofe  who  have  not  had  the  opportunities  of 
knowing  th:;de'eption,  it  will  nothav;  that  effcft  upcBfi  a  person  any  way  acquainted 
with  the  buriii'.fj. 
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Notwirhftinding  this  prfteiulcd  ftandard  is  in  itfclf  lunioiently  hard 
upon  the  Imliins,  and  difionrag'mg  to  the  trade,  yet  the  faftors,  aiul 
the  company,  in  .•onjiuKflinn,  do  not  think  it  lo  ;  for  out  of  thii  i 
pernicious  overphis  trade  muft  be  railed  ;  whic  b,  as  Mr.  Robloii 
jiiflly  obfcrvcB,  *'  is  bijr  with  iniquit;.-,  and  ftrikinj;  at  the  very  root  of 
their  trade  as  a  chartered  company  :"  it  is  inrendrd  to  anginent  the 
rmnhiinents  of  the  jjovcnior,  at  the:  exp?nfc  of  jnllice  and  Cdmninn 
honclly  :  it  opprJll;s  tlu:  Indian,  who  hves  a  moll  wretched  hfe,  and 
cncounttrs  a  vari'ty  ofdifficuirics,  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue,  to  pro- 
cure a  few  nccvlT'iries  for  liiinfclf  and  indijn-nt  family. 

This  ovcrpbis  trade,  as  it  is  calUtI,  is  carried  on  in  the  followini^- 
manner  ;  for  inftinre  ;  fup;)f)fe  an  huiian  would  trade  one  pound  of 
glafs  beads,  it  is  let  down  in  the  ftandard  at  tuo  b.'aver  fkinj ;  but 
the  confcicntior,.?  fai^or  will  demand  three,  or  perhaps  four  beaver 
flvins  for  it  ;  if  the  Indian  alks  for  a  blanket,  he  muft  pay  eight  bea- 
vers ;  and  ii  he  would  purchafea  gallon  of  brandy,  he  unift  give  after 
tiie  rate  ofei^^ht  beaver  ikiiu  I'or  ir,  as  it  is  always  one  half,  and  fome- 
times  two-thirds  water.  The  confcqneiiceof  tliis  griping  way  of  trade 
is  in  the  end  very  hurtful  to  thcmllivcs,  as  tlie  Canadians,  in  the  in- 
tri  ior  country,   underfell  them  in  every  article. 

Before  the  Canadian  merchants  purfucd  the  fur  trade  with  fuch  di- 
ligence as  they  now  do  through  the  lakej,  and  had  penetrated  into  the 
interior  parts  of  Ilndfon's  Bay,  a  great  number  of  Indians  ufed  annu- 
ally to  come  down  to  the  company's  fettlements  to  barter  their  Ikins. 
And  thougli  the  company  have  now  in  a  great  meafure  loll  the  benefif 
of  this  lucrative  trallic,  it  rri;iy  not  be  amifs  to  mention  the  manner  iii 
^vliich  the  Indians  prolVcute  their  voyages  to  the  faiVories. 

In  the  month  of  March,  the  upland  Indi-irs  allcndile  on  the  bnnki 
of  J  particular  river  or  lake,  the  nomination  of  which  had  been  agreed 
on  by  common  ronfcnt,  before  they  feparated  for  the  winter.  Here 
they  begin  to  build  their  canoes,  which  are  generally  completed  very 
foon  after  the  river  ice  breaks.  They  then  commence  their  voyage, 
fiut  without  any  regularity,  all  ftriving  to  be  foremoll ;  becanfe  thofe 
;  who  are  firft  have  the  bcA  ch;\ncc  of  procuring  fond.  During  the 
voyage,  each  leader  canvaffe?,  with  ail  manner  of  art  and  diligence,* 
for  people  to  jolr,  UU  gang  ;  i!;;Viuncing  Ibm'c'by  prHeHts,  and  others 
by  promifcs ;  for  the  more  canoes  he  has  uridc^'hia  cofiihiand,  'the 
greater  he  appears  at  thj  faftory.  ' ;     1 '  •  1 .  -^  ..    . 

Being  come  near  their  journry's  end,  they  Alt  pufitfiioVfe^  the  woJ 
men  to  go  in  the"  w66ds  tie  ^Athi^t'  pincbr^ifH-lor  the  boltoiv'^.s  <if  tly* 
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tents ;  while  the  leaders  fmoke  together,  and  regulate  the  proceffion. 
This  being  fettled,  they  re-embark,  and  foon  after  arrive  at  the  fac- 
tory. If  there  is  but  one  captain,  his  fituation  is  in  the  center  of  the 
canoes;  if  more,  they  place  themfelves  on  the  wings;  and  their  ca- 
noes are  diflinguifhed  by  having  a  fmall  flag  hoifled  on  a  flick,  and 
placed  in  the  ftern. 

Wh^n  they  arrive  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  they  dlf- 
charge  their  fowling-pieces,  to  compliment  the  Englifti  ;  who,  in  re- 
turn, falute  them  by  firing  two  or  three  fmall  cannon.  The  leaders 
feldom  concern  themfelves  with  raking  out  the  bundles,  but  the  other 
men  will  aflift  the  women.  The  fnftor  being  informed  that  the  Indians 
are  arrived,  fends  the  trader  to  introduce  the  It.aders  with  their  lieu- 
tenants, who  areufually  their  eldeftfons  or  neareft  relations.  Chairs 
are  placed  for  them  to  fit  down  on,  and  pipes,  &c.  are  introduced. 
During  the  time  the  leader  is  fmoking,  he  fays  very  little,  but  as  foon 
as  this  is  over,  he  begins  to  be  more  talkative  ;  and  fixing  his  eyes 
immoveably  on  the  ground,  he  tells  the  faftor  how  many  canoes  he 
has  brought,  what  Indians  he  has  feen,  afks  how  the  Englifluren  do, 
and  fays  he  is  glad  to  fee  them.  After  this  the  governor  bids  him 
welcome,  tells  him  he  has  good  goods  and  plenty,  and  that  he  loves 
the  Indians,  and  will  be  kind  to  them.  The  pipe  is  by  this  time  re- 
moved, and  the  converfation  becomes  free. 

During  this  vifit,  the  chief  is  dreft  out  at  the  expenfe  of  the  fadory 
in  the  following  manner:  a  coarfe  cloth  coat,  either  red  or  blue,  lined 
with  baize,  and  having  regimental  cuffs ;  and  a  waiftcoat  and  breeches 
of  baize,  the  whole  ornamented  with  orris  lace.  He  is  a!fo  pre- 
fentcd  with  a  white  or  check  fliirt ;  his  ftockings  are  of  yam,  one  of 
them  red;  the  other  blue,  and  tied  below  the  knee  with  worlled  gar- 
ters ;  his  Indian  flioes  are  fometimes  put  on,  but  he  frequently  walks 
in  his  ftocking-feet ;  his  hat  is  coarfe,  and  bedecked  with  three  ofttich 
feathers  of  various  colours,  and  a  worffcd  fa(h  tied  round  the  crown  j 
a  fmall  filk  handkerchief  is  tied  round  his  neck,  and  this  completes 
his  drefs.  The  lieutenant  is  alfo  prefented  with  a  coat,  but  it  has  no 
lining ;  he  is  likewife  provided  with  a  fliirt  and  cap,  not  unlike  thofe 
worn  by  mariners. 

The  guefts  being  now  equipped,  bread  and  prunes  are  brought  and 
ftt  before  the  captain,  of  which  he  takes  care  to  fill  his  pockets,  be- 
fore they  arc  carried  out  to  be  fliured  in  his  tent ;  a  two  gallon  keg  of 
brandy,  with  p^pes  and  tobacco  for  himfelf  and  followers,  are  like- 
wife  ftt  before  him.    He  is  now  conduittd  fiom  the  fwrt  to  his  tent 
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in  the  following  manner  :  In  the  front  a  halberd  and  enfign  are  car- 
ried ;  next  a  drummer  beating  a  march  ;  then  fcveral  of  the  fii6tory 
fervants  bearing  the  bread,  prunes,  pipes,  tobacco,  brandy,  ice. 
Then  comes  the  captain,  walking  quite  ere6l  and  ftately,  fmoking 
his  pipe,  and  converfing  with  the  faftor.  After  this  follows  the  lieu- 
tenant, or  any  other  friend,  who  had  been  admitted  into  the  fort  with 
the  leader.  They  find  the  tent  ready  for  their  reception,  and  with 
clean  pine-brufli  and  beaver  coats  placed  for  them  to  fit  on.  Here 
the  brandy,  &c.  is  depofited,  and  the  chief  gives  orders  to  fome  ref- 
pcftable  perfon  to  make  the  ufual  diftribution  to  his  comrades.  After 
this  the  faiftor  takes  his  leave,  and  it  is  not  long  before  they  are  all  in- 
toxicated ;  when  they  give  loofe  to  every  fpecies  of  diforderly  tumult, 
fuch  as  fmging,  crying,  fighting,  dancing,  &:c, ;  and  fifty  to  one  but 
fo:ne  one  is  killed  before  the  morning.  Such  are  the  fad  cffeds  of  the 
vile  compofition  they  are  furniflied  with,  upon  thefe  occafions. 

After  continuing  in  a  ftate  of  mtoxication,  bordering  on  madnefs, 
for  two  or  three  days,  their  mental  faculties  return  by  degrees,  and 
they  prepare  themfelves  for  renewing  the  league  of  friendlhip,  by 
fmoking  the  calimut  j  the  ceremony  of  which  is  as  follows  :  A  pipe 
made  of  ftone  is  filled  with  Brazil  tobacco,  mixed  with  a  herb  fome- 
thing  like  European  box.  The  ftem  of  the  pipe  is  three  or  four  feet 
long,  and  decorated  with  various  pieces  of  lace,  bears  claws,  and  ea- 
gles talons,  and  likewife  with  variegated  feathers,  the  fpoils  of  the 
moft  beauteous  of  the  feathered  tribe.  The  pipe  being  fixed  to  the 
r  item  and  lighted,  the  fa6for  takes  it  in  both  his  hands,  and  with  much 
':  gravity  rifes  from  his  chair,  and  points  the  end  of  the  ftem  to  the  Eaft, 
or  fun-rife,  then  to  the  Zenith,  afterwards  to  iht  Weft,  and  then  per- 
pendicularly down  to  the  Nadir.  After  this  he  takes  three  or  four 
hearty  whiffs,  and  having  done  fo,  prefents  it  to  the  Indian  leader,- 
from  whom  it  is  carried  round  to  the  whole  party,  the  women  ex- 
cepted, who  are  not  permitted  to  fmoke  out  of  the  facred  pipe.  When 
it  is  entirely  fmoaked  out,  the  faftor  takes  it  again,  and  having  twirled 
it  three  or  foiu-  times  over  his  head,  lays  it  deliberately  on  the  table ; 
which  being  done,  all  the  Indians  return  him  thanks  by  a  kind  of 
figliing  out  the  word  Ho. 

Though  the  above  ceremony  made  ufe  of  by  the  Indians,  ia 
fmoking  the   calimut,  may  appear  extremely  ridiculous  and  incom- 
prehenrible,yet,  when  we  are  made  acquainted  with  their  ideas  in  this- 
refpeft,  the  apparent  abfurdity  of  the  cuftom  will  vanifti.     By  this- 
reremony  they  mean  to  fignify  to  all  perfons  concerned,  that  whilfl 
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the  fun  fliall  viflt  the  clifterent  parts  of  the  world,  and  make  day  an^ 
night  ;  peace,  firm  friendihip,  and  brotherly  love,  fliall  he  eftablifhed 
between  the  Eiiglifli  and  their  country,  and  the  fame  on  tiieir  part. 
By  twirling  the  pipe  over  the  head,  they  further  intend  to  imply,  that 
all  perfons  of  the  two  nations,  wherefoever  they  may  be,  fiiall  be  in- 
cluded in  the  friendfliip  and  brotherhood  now  concluded  or  renewed. 

After  this  ceremony  is  over,  and  a  further  gratilication  of  bread, 
prunes,  Sec.  is  prcfcnted,  the  leader  makes  a  fpecch,  generally  to  the 
following  purport : 

"  You  told  mc  lalt  yenr  to  bring  many  Indians  to  trade,  which  I 
*'  promiled  to  do  ;  you  fee  I  have  not  lied  ;  here  are  a  great  many 
*'  young  men  come  with  me  ;  life  them  kindly,  I  fay  ;  lot  them  trade 
*'  Z*^^^  goods ;  let  them  trade  good  goods,  I  fay  !  We  lived  hard  lafc 
•'  winter  and  b.uiigry,  the  po^vdcr  being  Ihort  uieafurc  and  bad  ; 
"  being  flujrt  nic.n'arc  and  bad,  1  i'uy  !  I'cil  your  fervants  to  fill  the 
*'  meafi'.re,  and  not  to  put  their  thumbs  within  the  brim  ;  take  pity 
*'  on  Ui-,  take  pity  on  us,  I  fay  !  We  jiaadlc  a  long  way  to  ice  you  ; 
*^  we  love  the  Knglifli.  Let  us  trade  good  black  tobacco,  moift  and 
*'  hard  twifrcd  ;  let  us  fee  it  bcrore  it  is  opened.  Take  pity  on  tis  ; 
"  take  pity  on  us,  I  lay  !  The  guns  arc  bad,  let  us  .trade  light  guns, 
*f  fmall  in  the  hand,  and  well  fiiapec',  with  locks  that  will  not  freeze 
**  in  the  winter,  and  red  gun  r;i'es.  Let  the  young  men  have  more 
•f  than  meafure  of  tobacco  ;  cheap  kettles,  thick,  and  high.  Give 
*'  US  good  meafure  of  cloth  ;  let  us  fee  the  old  meafure  ;  do  you  mind 
•'  me  ?  The  young  men  prove  they  love  you,  by  coming  fo  far  to  fee 
**  you ;  take  pity,  take  pity,  1  fay  ;  and  give  them  good  goods ;  they 
*'  like  to  drefs  ant|bi;;  iiut.    Do  you  underftand  me  ?" 

As  foon  as  the  captain  has  hniihed  his  fpcech,  he,  with  his  followers, 
proceed  to  look  at  the  guns  and  tobacco ;  the  former  they  examine; 
with  the  mofl  minute  attention.  "Vy'hen  this  is  over  they  trade  their 
furs  promifcuoully  ;  the  leader  being  fo  far  indulged,  as  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  trading  room  all  the  time,  if  he  dehrco  it. 

It  is  evident  that  the  fur  and  peltry  trade  might  be  carried  on  to  a 
:nmch  greater  extent,  were  it  not  entirely  in  the  hands  of  this  c.^clu- 
five  conii)any,  whole  inferefted,  notto  fay  iuiquitoiisfpiri',  has  been 
tlie  fu,bje<(^  of  long  and  juft. complaint. 

It  will,  we  doubt  not,  fecm  very  inyfterioiis  to  the  generality  of  peo- 
liUf.  tliat  the  company  dp  not  exert  themfelves  to  turn  the  riches  qf. this 
f'ountry  to  their  advajitage.  when  they  alone  are  to  reap  the  benefit 
Qf  tLeir  txcrtiuni.  Teojilc  will  naturally  be  led  to  conclude  from  their 
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rondU(fV,  tb  t  \vhat  writers  have  faid  on  this  fnbje(?>  is  devoid  of  truth, 
and  mere  ci-imeras  ;  but  this  h  for  want  jf  knowing  the  p^-culiar 
■views  of  the  company,  their  afftft'on  fui  tlieir  long-foftcred  niono- 
poly,  and  that  fingular  obfcurity  which  invelops  their  whole  confti- 
tution,  nay,  the  whole  of  their  mercantile  tranfadions. 

The  company  do  not  entertain  the  leaft  doubt,  but  if  the  country 
they  poirels  wa-'  properly  explored  by  perfons  of  ability,  valuable  dif- 
coveries  might  be  made  ;  but  this  they  think  may  be  fo  far  from  re- 
dounding to  their  intereft,  that:  it  might  have  a  contrary  etfeft,  by  en- 
couraging adventurers  to  petition  for  liberty  to  partake  of  thefe  dif- 
coveries,  and  thereby  occafion  an  inveftigation  to  take  place,  which 
•would  probably  fliake  the  foundation  of  their  charter.  This  is  not 
all  ;  as  the  com  ly  ronfifts  at  prefent  but  of  feven  perfons;  this 
fmall  numb,  uyely  think,  that  ?s  long  as  they  can  fiiare  a  comfort- 
able dividend,  there  is  no  occafion  for  their  embarking  in  additional 
cxpenfes,  in  order  to  profecute  difcoveries  which  might  tranfpire  to 
the  world,  and  endanger  thevvhole. 

The  limits  of  the  bay  and  ftraits  comprize  a  very  confidcrable  ex- 
tent; the  foil  of  which,  in  many  parts,  is  capable  of  much  improve- 
ment by  agriculture  and  indullry.     The  countries  abound  with  moft 
kinds  of  quadrupeds,  &c.  whofe  ikins  are  of  great  value.     The  nu- 
merous inland  rivers,  lakes,  &cc.  produce  fifli  of  almoft  every  fpecies; 
and  in  the  feas  in  and  about  the  ftraits,  and  the  northern  parts  of  the 
bay,  white  and  black  whales,  fea-horfes,  bears,  and  fcals,  are  killed 
in  great  numbers  by  the  Efquimaux,  whofe  implements  for  this  pur- 
pofeare  exceedingly  fimple.     What  advantage  might  not  then  arifcto 
the  nation  from  this  branch  of  trade  alone,  v/ere  it  laid  open  ?  If  able 
harpooners  were  fent  on  this  employ,  with  fnfHcient  afliftant?,  and 
properly  encouraged,  greater  prorits  would  accrue  from  this  fifliery, 
than  from  all  the  peltry  at  prefent  imported  by  the  company.     The 
difcovery  of  numberlefs  fine  harbours,  and  an  accjuaintance  with  the 
furrounding  country,  which  at  prefent  is  entirely  unknown  tons,  would, 
in  all  likelihood,  be  the  confoquence  of  thefe  feas  being  more  fre- 
quented than  they  arc.    And  indeed  if  ever  the  forts  and  fettlements 
on  the  American  boundary  line  are  furrended  according  to  the  treaty 
of  peace,    England  has  no  other  means  in  her  hands  to  counterpoiic 
the  fupcrlx)r  advantages  the  Americans  will  then  puiielii  in  the  fur 
trade,  than  to  throw  the  trade  to  Hudfon's  b.iy  open,  and  thus  deftroy 
a  difgraceful  monopoly,  or  to  incorjwrate  with  it  by  a  new  charter 
the  mcrchinti  trading  to  Canada,   and  thus  infiife  into  it  a  frefli  poi- 
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tion  of  mercantile  vigour :  by  tiiis  means  an  extenfive  intercorirftf 
with  nations,  to  which  we  at  prefent  are  ahuoft  ftraiigers,  might  be 
opened,  and  a  country  explored  whole  refources  may  equal  if  not  fur- 
pafs  tliofe  pf  the  countiy  round  Canada. 

If  it  be  objeded  to  this,  that  the  vaft  quantities  of  ice  in  the  ftraita 
muft  impede  a  velfel  from  making  dilcoverics,  weanfvver,  that  many 
years  the  ice  is  (o  infignificant  in  quantity  as  not  to  obftruft  the  palfage 
of  the  fliips  in  the  leaft  ;  and  in  thole  leafons  when  it  is  thickeft,  it  is 
difiolved  and  difperfed  in''the  ocean  long  before  the  return  of  the 
iliips  in  September. 

Even  in  the  very  confined  manner  in  which  the  company  carry  on 
this  trade,  it  is  far  from  being  inconfulerable  in  value,  though  their 
■fliips  feldom  ftop  but  a  very  fliort  time  for  the  purpofe  of  trading 
with  the  Kfqiiim;iux  ;  they  employ  three  fliips  annually,  which  are 
manned  with  feventy-five  men. 

The  company  exports  commodities  to  the  value  of  about  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  bring  home  returns  to  the  value  of  twenty-nine 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fcnty  pounds,  which  yield  to  the  revenue 
about  three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds.  This  in- 
cludes the  fifliery  i  i  Hudfon's  bay.  That  this  commerce,  fmall  as  it 
is,  affords  immenfe  profits  to  the  company,  and  even  fome  advantages 
to  Great  Britain  in  j^eneral,  cannot  be  denied  ;  for  the  commodities  ex- 
changed with  the  Indians  for  their  fkins  and  furs,  are  all  manufa6tured 
in  Britain  ;  and  as  the  bidians  are  not  very  nice  in  their  ciioice,  fuch 
things  are  fent  of  which  there  is  the  greateft  plenty,  and  which,  to  ufc 
a  mercantile  phrafc,  are  drugs.  Though  the  workmanfliip  happens  to 
be  in  many  refpects  ib  deficient,  that  no  civilized  people  would  take  it, 
it  may  be  admired  among  the  Indians.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Ikins 
and  furs  brought  home  in  return  afford  articles  for  trading  with  many 
nations  of  Europe  to  great  advantage.  Thefe  circumffances  prove 
the  immenfe  benefit  that  would  redound  to  Britain,  by  throwing  open 
the  trade  to  Hudfcju's  bay,  fince  even  in  its  prefent  reftraincd  flate  it 
is  foadvantagcou.s.*  The  only  attempt  made  to  trade  with  Labrador, 
has  been  directed  towards  the  fifliery.  Great  Britain  has  no  fettle- 
ment  there.  The  annual  produce  of  the  ffliery  amounts  to  upwards 
of  forty-nine  thoufand  pounds.  ,     .       -■*,     ■ 

*  In  May  17^2  all  tlic  Lvts  inJ  fettlenienf^  Idotiginj;  to  the  Hudfon's  Lay  company 
■wcrc  deHroycd  by  tuc  I'icnch,  tli'.-  d  innj;.'^  CMi'atiied  vvu'.-  rated  at  five  hundred  thoufaud 
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NOVA-SCOTIA; 

COMPREHENDING    THE    PROVINCE    OF    NEW-BRUNSWICK 
AND    NOVA-SCOTIA. 

SITUATION,    EXTENT,    AND  EOl^DARIES. 

HESE  provinces  are  fituated  between  43°  30'  and  49°  north  lati- 
tude and  60°  and  67°  eaft  longitude  from  London,  or  8°  and  15°  cafl 
longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Then*  length  is  four  hundred  miles, 
and  their  breadth  three  hundred.  They  are  bounded  on  the  north,  by 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  ;  on  the  eaft,  by  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrenoe, 
whirh  waflics  its  coafts  one  hundred  and  ten  leagues  in  extent,  from 
the  gut  of  Canfo,  at  its  entrance  into  the  gulf,  to  cape  Rozier,  which 
forms  the  fouth  part  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and  by  the  gut  of 
Canfo,  which  divides  it  from  cape  Breton  ;  on  the  fouth,  it  iswaflied 
by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  having  a  fca  coaft  of  ninety  leagues,  from 
cape  Canfo,  eaft,  to  cape  Sables,  weft,  which  forms  one  part  of  the 
entrance  into  the  bay  of  P'undy,  which  alfo  forms  a  part  of  its  fouth- 
ern  boundary  ;  weft,  by  a  part  of  Lower  Canada,  and  the  difti  id  of 
Maine. 

Notwithftanding  the  forbidding  appearance  of  this  country,  it 
•was  here  that  fome  of  the  firft  European  fettlements  were  made. 
The  firft  grant  of  lands  in  it  was  given  by  James  the  Firft  to  his  fe- 
cretary.  Sir  William  Alexander,  from  whom  it  had  the  name  of 
Nova-Scotia,  or  New-Scotland  j  fince  then  it  has  frequently  changed 
hands,  from  one  private  proprietor  to  another,  and  from  the  French 
to  the  Englifti  nation  backward  and  forward.  It  was  not  confirmed  to 
the  Englifti,  till  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  their  defign  in  acquiring 
it  does  not  feem  to  have  arifen  fo  much  from  any  praipetTt  of  dired 
profit  to  be  obtained  h/  it,  as  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  French, 
by  pofl^efling  this  province,  might  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  an- 
noy the  other  Britifli  fettlements.  Upon  this  principle,  three  thoufand 
families  were  tranfported  in  1749,  at  the  charge  of  the  government, 
into  this  country,  who  built  and  fettled  the  town  of  Halifax. 

The  traft  of  country  within  thefe  limits,  known  by  the  name  of 
.Nova-Scotia,  or  Ncw-Scoilandi  was,  in  1784,  divided  into  two  pro- 
vinces. 


t; 


I 


'^k'J 


■ii 


m 


1               ftm- 
'  ;  1 

.•r 

' 

Mi 

i 
1 

'l!! 

i" 

\%' 

1 ., 

:-i^l 

Ilj'li 


40 


GENERAL    feESCRlPTION 


vinces,  viz.  Xew-Brunfvvick,  on  the  north-well,  and  Nova-Scotia, 
on  the  ^outh-eaft.  The  former  comprehends  that  part  of  the  old  pro- 
vincc  of  Nova-Scotia,  which  lies  to  the  northward  and  wcftward  of  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  through  the  center 
of  the  bay  of  Fundy  to  bay  Vertc,  and  thence  into  the  gulf  of  St, 
Lawrence,  including  all  lands  within  fix  leagues  of  the  coaft.  The 
j-eft  is  the  province  of  Nova-Scotia,  to  which  is  annexed,  the  ifland 
of  St.  John's,  which  lies  noirh  of  it,  in  the  gvM  of  St.  Lawrence. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

During  a  great  part  of  the  y^ar,  the  a*'molphere  is  clouded  with 
thick  iog,  which  renders  it  unlii^altliy  for  the  inhabitants ;  and  four 
or  five  months  it  is  intenfclj  cold.  A  great  part  of  this  country  lies 
in  foreft,  and  the  foil,  in  many  party,  is  thin  and  burrtn.  On  tlie 
banks  of  the  rivers,  however,  and  foine  other  parts,  the  foil  is  very 
good,  producing  large  crops  of  Kngliih  grafs,  hemp,  and  flax:  many 
of  the  bays,  and  fait  water  river?,  andfome  parts  ofrhe  fea  coall-,  are 
bordered  with  fine  trarts  of  fait  marfh  ;  but  the  inhabitants  do  not 
raife  provifions  enough  for  home  confumption. 

RIVERS,  BAYS,  LAKES  AND  CAPES. 

The  rivers  which  water  this  country  we  fliall  mention  iia  connet^ion 
with  the  different  counties  in  which  they  principally  flow,  a  few,  how- 
ever, call  for  feparate  notice.  The  rivers  Rifconge  and  Nipifiguit  run 
from  weft  to  eaft  intoChaleur  and  Nipifiguit  bays,  which  communicate 
with  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  Tlie  river  St.  Croix  (which  is  the  true 
St.  Croix,  is  yet  undetermined)  empties  into  Pafl^amaquoddy  bay,  and 
forms  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  New  Tjrunfwick  and  Maine.  St, 
John's  is  the  largeft  river  in  the  province.  It  empties  into  the  north 
fide  of  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  fifty  ton?, 
fixty  miles,  and  for  boats  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles.  This  is  a 
common  route  to  Quebec.  The  banks  of  this  river,  enriched  by  the 
annual  frcfliets,  are  excellent  land.  About  thirty  miles  from  the 
tnouth  of  this  river  commences  a  fine  level  country,  Covei'ed  with 
large  trees  of  timber  of  various  kinds.  Mafts,  from  twenty  to  thirty 
inches  in  diameter,  have  been  cut  ort  this  traft.  The  tide  flows,  in 
this  river,  eighty  or  ninefv  miles.  It  fumiflies  the  inhabitants  with 
ialmon,  bafs,  and  fvurgeon.  Near  fort  Howe,  the  river  fuddenly  nar- 
rows, and  occafions  a  fall  at  certain  times  of  tide,  hke  that  at  London 
Bridge. 

The 
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The  coafl  of  tlicfe  provinces  is  indented  with  numerous  bay-;,  and 
commodious  harbours.  The  principal,  as  you  del'cend  fontheriy  tVoni 
the  mouth  of  St.  Lawrence  river,  are  Gafpee,  Chaietu-,  Vcrtr,  which 
is  feparatcd  from  the  bay  of  I'undy  by  a  narrow  ifthmus  ot  abou.  ci';U- 
teen  miles  wide  ;  cape  and  harbour  of  Canfo,  forty  leagues  caftAard 
of  Halifax.  Chtdabufto  bay  about  ten  leacijues  north-weft  of  Canfo. 
Chcbufto  bay,  on  which  ftands  the  town  of  Halifax.  The  bay  of 
Fundy,  which  extends  fifty  leagues  into  the  country,  in  which  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  tiile  is  from  forty-five  to  fixty  feet.  Chenit'to  bay  is  at 
the  head  of  Fundy  bay.  ?afl;uiia(juuddy  bay  borders  on  the  diihiii't  of 
Maine,  and  receives  the  waters  of  St.  Croix  river.  At  the  entrance 
of  this  bay  is  an  ifland,  granted  to  fevcral  gentlemen  in  Liverpool  in 
Lancafliire,  who  named  it  Campobello.  At  a  vcr)  con !id. 'table  ex- 
penfe,  they  attempted  to  form  a  fettlement  there,  but  failed.  On  l"e- 
veral  other  iflands  in  this  bay  there  are  icttlements  made  by  people 
from  Mafl'achulets.  Among  the  lakes  in  thcfe  provinces,  which  are 
very  numerous,  and  many  as  yet  without  names,  is  (j'ra!)d  lake,  in  the 
province  of  \ew-Brunfwick,  near  St.  John's  1  iver,  about  thirty-miles 
long,  and  eight  or  ten  broad,  and  in  fome  places  rorty  fathoms  deep, 

The  priiirij)al  capes  are  cape  Canfo,  on  the  well  fide  of  the  entrance 
into  Chcdai)LiC:to  bay,  and  cape  Sables,  on  the  call  fide  of  the  entrance 
jnto  the  bay  of  Fundy. 

I  CIVIL  DIVISIONS, 

Thcfe  in  1783,  were  as  follows ; 
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i  uWllj.'Ipi. 


tiy  luhiim  jcttleU. 


River 


Hants, 
m  tlx   river 


{ 

IHalUax  ^ 

London  Der.  1  .  . 

Truro  J    '^' 

Onflow  J  fro 


Windfor 

,  I'almouth 

Newport 

Halifax 


'  Avon  or  Pigiguit 
1  St.  Croix 
I  Kc  net  coot 
f  Cocmiguen 
I  Cjcaguct 
Cobeguit 
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veiT.  of  60  tons, 
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Southampton 

Canfo 
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on  the  Bafon  of 
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Annapolis, 
)n  Annapolis 
river. 


Cumber- 
land, 

al  the  head  of 
bay  of  Fundy. 


Cornwallis 
Horton 

Wilmot 

Granville 

Annapolis 

Clare 
Moniflon 

Cumberland- 

Sackvillc 

/  Amhcrft 
HiDlburo' 
Hope^feli 


SUNBt;RY. 

Ill  the  river  St. 
John's,    nortli 
ihr)re  of  bay  of 
Fundy. 


Qut^ENS, 

foL  h  fide  of 
hay  of  Fundv, 


LUNF.NBtrRG, 

oi  Mahone 
bay. 


Conway 

Gnge-Town 

Burton 

'1  ?u:ibury 

j  St.  Ann's 

I  VVilimot 

!  Ncwtfin 
J  Ma'.if.ervillc 

JArgj'le 
Yarmouth 
Banington 
(Sable  in.) 
Liverpool 

New-Dublin 

•  Lunenburgh 
Chcfter 

Blnndford 
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Sliebbenaccadie. 
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fett.  from  Irel. 

and  Ncw-Engl. 
do.  a  fine  town- 
(hip  30  miles 
in  leng.  on  the 
bay  of  Fundy. 
4-  families  of 
Acadians. 
Do. 


fettled  from  N. 
Eng.  &York(b. 
fettled  from  N. 
of  Ire.  N.  Eng. 
and  Yorklbire. 


Percau,  fmsU 

Habitant,  navig.  for  vcif,  of  40  tons 

a  fmall  diftancc. 
Canaid,  navig.  for  veiT.  of  1 60  tons 

3  or  4  miles. 
Cornwallis,  navig.  for  vcfl".  of  100 

tons  5  miles,  for  vef.  of  jo  tons  10 

miles. 
Salmon  river.* 


Annapolis,  navigable  for  fhips  of 
any  burthen  10  miles — of  100  tons 
15  miles-;  tide  flows  30  miles, 
paffable  in  boats  to  within  twenty 
miles  of  Horton. 


}  fettled  from 
Ma'lachufctts, 
Connedlicut, 
&c. 

Scots  &  Acad. 
New-England 

}  Quakers  from 
Nantucket 
New-England 
Irifti  formerly, 
now  Gertnans 
Germans 
New-England, 
3  families  onlv. 


An  Lac 

Mareqiierti 

La  Planche 

Najian 

Macon 

Memrem 

Pcrcoudia 

Chepodic 

Herbert 


\jrhich  are  nav.  3  or  4 
miles  for  veffels  of 
5  tons. 

(hoal  rivers, 
navigable  4  or  5  mil. 


}  navigable  by  boats  to 
its  head  12  miles. 


^  St  John's,  ali'caJy  defcribed. 


} 


None. 


None. 


^1^  There  arc  fettlcments  of  Acadians  on  all  thcfc  rivers,  whofc  banks  are  good  land. 
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PRINCIPAL  TOWNS. 

IlAMf  Ak  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Nova-Scotia.  It  ft.inds 
on  Chel)U(flo  bay,  commodioufly  fituatcd  for  the  fiflicry,  and  has  a 
Communication  with  other  parts  of  this  province  and  Ncw-Brun!"wick 
by  land  and  y  ./  carriage.  It  has  a  good  harbour^  where  a  Imall 
fquadron  of  fliip?  of  war  lie  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  fummci* 
protects  the  fifliery.  The  town  has  an  entrenchment,  and  is  ftrtngth- 
ened  with  forts  of  timber.  It  is  faid  to  contain  fifteen  or  fixtecn  ihou- 
fand  inhabitants. 

Shelburne  on  port  Rofcway,  near  cape  Sables,  was  fiippofed, 
in  1783,  to  contain  fix  hundred  families ;  fincfc  that  time  it  has  become 
Icfs  populous.  Guyfborough  formerly  called  Manchefter,  fltuated 
on  Checiabufto  bay,  about  ten  leagues  north-vv«ft  of  cape  Canfo,  con- 
tained, in  1783,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  families.  Rawdon 
forty  miles  from  Halifnx,  has  about  fixty  houfes.  Annapolis  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  Fundy  bay,  has  one  of  the  fineft  harbours  in  the  world. 
In  other  rcfpedts  it  is  a  poor,  inconfiderable  place. 

Fredericktown,  about  ninety  miles  up  St.  John's  river,  is  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  New-Brunfwick, 

FORTS. 

There  are  feveral  forts  in  thefe  provinces ;  thele  are  fort  Edward 

at  Windfor,  capable  of  containing  two  hundred  men  ;  Annapolis,  in 

its  prefent  ftate,  one  hundred  ;  Cumberland,  three  hundred ;  fort 

*Howe,  on  St.  John's  river,  one  hundred  :  befides  which  there  are 

barracks,  inclofed  in  a  flockade  at  Cornwallis,  for  about  fifty  men* 

TRADE. 

The  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  this  country  confift  chiefly  of 
linen  and  woollen  cloths,  and  other  neCeflaries  for  wear,  of  fifhing 
tackle,  and  rigging  for  ihips.  The  amount  of  exports,  at  an  average 
of  three  years,  before  the  new  fettlemcnts,  was  about  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  pounds.  The  only  articles  obtained  in  exchange 
are,  timber  and  the  produce  of  the  filhery,  which,  at  a  like  average, 
amounted  to  thirty-eight  thoufand  pounds.  But  from  the  late  increafe 
ot  inhabitants,  it  is  fuppofed  that  they  will  now  ere£t  faw  mills,  and 
endeavour  to  fupply  the  Weft-India  iflands  with  lumber  of  every  kind, 
a*;  well  as  tlic  produce  of  the  filhery,  which  will  be  a  profitable  ar- 
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tlrle  to  both  countries.  The  whole  population  of  Nova-Scotia  and 
the  iflinds  adjoining,  is  cftimatcd  at  fitly  thouf.ind.  This  cftimate 
t  is  rUj);^)^'  I  is  coiiiidorably  too  l.irg';.  Recent  accounts  of  thefe  fct- 
Itlcmciirs  reprcfent  tliem  as  in  a  doclininij;  flate,  having  great  numbers 
ot  the  houfcs  budt  in  the  new  towns  uninliabitcd,  and  confiderably  re- 
duced in  vaUie. 


rl 


INDIANS,  kc. 

The  Indians  here  are  the  Micm.ieks  and  the  tribe  called  tlie 
Marecliitcs.  The  former  inhabit  tliccaftcrn  fliore,  between  Halilax 
and  cape  Breton;  between  Cumljcrland  county  and  the  north-caft 
toaft  ofthe  province,  towards  Ciialeur  bay  ;  about  the  heads  of  the 
rivers  whicli  run  through  the  counties  of  Hants  and  King's  county  ; 
and  between  cape  Sable  and  Annapolis  royal.  This  tribe  is  fuppofed 
to  have  about  three  hundred  fighting  men.  The  Marechites  inhabit 
the  river  St.  John,  and  around  Palfamaquoddy  bay,  are  eftimated  at 
one  hundred  and  forty  fighting  men  ;  they  are  much  fuperior  in  all 
refpefts  to  the  Micmacks. — The  animals  are  the  fame  as  in  the 
United  States,  though  much  iefs  ninnerous. 


«■! 


ISLAND  OF  SAINT  JOHN. 


i|? 


ik'  r 


'  #,■('"' 11/111 


HIS  ifiand  lies  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  near  the  northern  coaft 
hf  the  province  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  is  about  fixty  miles  long,  and  thirty 
or  forty  broad.  It  has  feveral  fine  rivers,  a  lich  foil,  and  is  pleafantly 
iituated.  Charlotte-town  is  its  principal  town,  and  is  therefidenceof 
the  lieutenant-governor,  who  is  the  chief  officer  on  the  ifland.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  are  eftimated  at  about  five  thoufand.  Upon  the 
reduAion  of  cape  Breton  in  i745>  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland, 
amounting  to  about  four  thoufand,  fubmitted  quietly  to  the  Britifli 
arms.  While  the  French  poflTefled  this  ifland,  they  improved  it  to  fo 
much  advantage,  that  it  was  called  the  granary  of  Canada,  which  it 
fiirniflicd  with  great  plenty  of  corn,  as  well  as  beef  and  pork.  It  is 
attached  to  the  province  of  Nova-Scotiu. 
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FAVFOUNDLAND  is  fitiiatcd  to  the  caft  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence, between  forty-fix  and  fifty-two  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and 
between  fifty  three  ami  fifty-nine  tlegrees  weft  longitude,  feparated 
from  Lal)rador,  or  New-Hritain,  by  the  ftraits  of  Belleifle  ;  and  from 
Canada,  by  the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  being  five  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  long  and  two  hundred  broad.  The  coafts  are  extremely  fubjedl 
to  fogs,  attended  with  almoft  continual  ftorms  of  fnowand  lleet,  the 
(ky  being  ufually  overealh  From  the  foil  of  this  ifland  the  Britifli 
reap  no  great  advantage,  for  the  cold  is  long  continued  and  fevere  ; 
and  the  fumnier  heat,  though  violent,  warms  it  not  enough  to  produce 
any  thing  valuable ;  for  the  foil,  at  Icaft  in  thofe  parts  of  the  ifland 
which  have  been  explored,  is  rocky  and  barren  ;  however,  it  is  wa- 
tered by  feveral  good  rivers,  and  has  many  large  and  good  harbours; 
This  ifland,  whenever  the  continent  fliall  come  to  fail  of  timber  con- 
venient to  navigation,  which  on  the  fea  coaft  perhaps  will  be  at  no 
very  remote  period,  it  is  (liid,  will  afford  a  large  lupply  for  mafts, 
yards,  and  all  forts  of  lumber  for  the  Weft-India  trade.  But  what 
at  prefent  it  is  chiefly  valuable  for,  is  the  great  fifliery  of  cod  carried 
on  upon  thofe  flioals,  which  are  called  the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 
Great-Britain  and  North-America,  at  the  loweft  computation,  annu- 
ally employ  three  tboufand  fail  of  fmall  craft  in  this  fiflitry  ;  on  board 
of  which,  and  on  fliore  to  cure  and  pack  the  fifli,  are  upwards  of  pne 
hundred  thoufand  hands  ;  fo  that  this  fifliery  is  not  only  a  very  valu- 
able branch  of  trade  to  the  merchant,  but  a  fource  of  live'ihood  to  fo 
many  thoufands  of  poor  people,  and  a  moft  excellent  norfery  for 
ieamen.  This  fifliery  is  computed  to  increafe  the  national  ftock 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  in  gold  and  filver,  remitted  for 
.|he  cod  fold  in  the  north,  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  and  the  Levant. 
The  plenty  of  cod,  both  oi  the  great  bank  and  the  lefl'er  ones,  which 
lie  to  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft  of  this  ifland,  is  inconceiveable ;  and  not 
but  fevcral  ot 
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NewfoundlanJ,  Nova-Srotia,  New- England,  and  the  ide  of  capff 
Breton  ;  and  very  profitable  fiftierics  arc  carried  on  upon  all  their 
aoads. 

This  ifland,  after  various  difptites  about  the  property*  was  entirely 
ceded  to  England  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713  ;  btit  the  French 
were  left  at  liberty  10  dry  their  nets  on  the  northern  fiiores  of  the  ifland  j 
and  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  they  were  j)erm>ttcd  to  fiflj  in  the  gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence,  but  w'th  this  limitation,  that  they  (honld  not  approach 
M-ithin  three  leagues  of  any  of  the  coafts  belonging  to  England.  The 
fmjiU  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  (ituated  to  the  fouthward  of 
Newfoundland,  were  alfo  ceded  to  the  French,  who  flipulated  to  creft 
no  fortifications  on  thefe  iflands,  nor  to  keep  more  thun  fifty  foldiers 
to  enforce  the  police.  By  the  laft  treaty  of  peace,  the  French  are  to 
enjoy  the  fiflieries  on  the  north  and  on  the  weft  coafts  of  the  ifland  ; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  are  allowed  the  fame  privi- 
leges in  fifliing  as  before  their  independence.  The  chief  towns  in 
Newfoundland  are,  Placentia,  Bonavifl:',  and  St.  John's:  but  not 
above  one  thoufand  families  remain  here  in  winter.  A  fmall  fquadron 
of  men  Of  war  are  fent  out  every  fpring  to  proteft  the  fiflieries  and 
inhabitants,  the  admiral  of  which,  for  the  time  being,  is  governor  of 
the  ifland,  befides  whom  there  are  two  lieutenant-governors,  one  ar 
Viacentia,  and  the  other  at  St.  Jrhn's* 
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GREENLAND. 


G, 


''REENLAND  is  a  general  name  by  which  is  now  denoted  the 
jnoft  eafterly  parts  of  An,erica,  ftretching  towards  the  north-pole,  and 
likewife  foiiie  illands  northward  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  lying  in 
very  high  latitudes.  The  whole  of  this  country  was  formerly  defcribed 
9S  belonging  to  Europe,  but  from  its  contiguity  to,  and  probable 
union  with  the  American  continent,  it  appears  moil  proper  to  be 
ciafled  among  the  countries  belonging  to  the  latter ;  we  therefore  have 
followed  Mr.  Morfe,  and  placed  it  among  the  divifions  of  North- 
America. — It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  viz.  Weft  and  T.afl  Greenland, 
cf  each  we  fhall  here  give  a  defcription  from  the  beft  authorities  ex« 
>ant. 


I 


WEST    GREENLAND. 


GENERAL 


HIS  country  is  now  laid  down,  in  our  lateft  maps,  as  part  of  the 
(Continent  of  America,  though  on  what  authority  is  not  very  clear.* 

That 

Whether  Greenland  is  an  ifland,  has  not  yet  been  decided,  as  no  fhip  has  penetrated 
higher  than  the  feventy-eighth  degree,  on  account  of  the  ice.  That  it  is  not  an  ifland, 
but  a  part  of  the  American  continent,  is  rendered  probable  ;  ift.  Becaufe  Davis'  ftraits, 
or  rather  Baffin's  bay,  grows  r;irrower  and  narrower  towards  the  feventy-eiglith  degree 
north. — 2d.  Becaufe  the  coaft,  which  ni  other  places  is  very  high  towards  the  fea,  grows 
lower  and  lower  northward. — 3d.  Becaufe  the  tide,  which  at  cape  Farewell,  and  as  far 
vp  as  Cockin's  found,  in  the  fixty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  rifes  eighteen  feci  at  the  nevir 
Jecreafes  to  the  northward  of  Difko,  fo  that  in  the  fcventieth  der'  ce  of 
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That  part  of  it  which  the  Europeans  have  any  knowledge  of  is 
bounded  on  the  weft  by  Baffin's  bay,  on  the  fomh  by  Davis'  ftraits, 
and  on  the  eaft  by  the  northern  part  of  the  Atlantic  oican.  It  is  a  very 
mountainous  country,  and  fome  parts  of  it  fo  high  that  they  may  he 
difcerned  thirty  leagues  off  at  fea.  The  iailand  mountains,  hills,  an(? 
rocks,  are  covered  with  perpetual  fnow  ;  but  the  low  lauds  on  the  fta- 
fide  are  cloathed  with  verdure  in  the  fumnier  feafon.  The  coall 
abounds  with  inlets,  bays,  and  large  rivers ;  and  is  furrounded  with 
a  vaft  number  of  iflands  of  different  dimenfions.  In  a  great  many 
places,  however,  on  the  eaftern  coaft  efpecially,  the  fliore  is  inaccef- 
fible  by  reafon  of  the  floating  mountains  of  ice.  The  principal  river, 
called  Baal,  falls  into  the  fea  in  the  fixty-fourth  degree  of  latitude, 
where  the  firft  Danifli  lodge  was  built  in  lyzi  ;  and  has  been  navi- 
gated above  forty  miles  up  the  country. 

Weft  Greenland  was  fiift  peopled  by  Europeans  in  the  eighth  cen- 
tury. At  that  time  a  company  of  Icelanders,  headed  by  one  Ericke 
Randc,  were  by  accident  driven  on  the  coa{t.  On  his  return  he  repre- 
fented  the  country  in  fuch  a  favourable  light,  tluit  fome  families  again 
followed  him  thither,  where  they  foon  became  a  thriving  colony, 
and  beftowed  on  their  new  habitation  the  name  of  Greenland,  or 
Greenland,  onaccount  of  its  verdant  appearance.'  This  colony  was 
converted  to  Cbriftianity  by  a  miffionary  from  Norway,  fent  thither 
by  the  celebrated  Olaf,  the  firfl  Norwegian  monarch  who  embraced 
the  Chriftian  religion.  The  Greenland  fettlemeut  continued  to  incrcafe 
and  thrive  under  his  protection  ;  and  in  a  little  time  the  country  was 
provided  with  many  towns,  churches,  convents,  bifliops,  &c.  \mder 
the  jurifdictioi}  of  the  archbifliop  of  Diontheim.  A  confiderabie 
commerce  was  carried  on  between  Greenland  and  Norway  ;  and  a  re- 
gular intercourfe  maintained  between  the  two  countries  till  the  year 
^406,  when  the  laft  bifhop  was  lent  over,  Fiom  that  time  all  corref- 
pondence  was  cutoff,  and  all  knowledge  of  Greenland  lias  been  bu- 
ried in  oblivion. 
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latitude  it  rifes  little  more  than  eight  feet,  and  probably  continues  to  diniimth,  till  there 
is  no  tide  at  all. — To  which  may  be  added  the  relation  of  the  Grccnhmders,  which  how- 
ever cannot  be  much  depended  on,  viz.  that  the  ftrait  contra(Ss  itfelf  fo  narro\v  at  lai^, 
that  they  can  go  on  the  ice  fo  near  to  the  other  fide  as  to  be  able  to  call  to  the  inhabitants, 
and  that  they  can  ftrikc  a  filh  on  both  fides  at  once  j  but  that  there  runs  fuch  a  flrong 
current  from  the  norih  into  the  ftrait,  that  they  cannot  pafs  it. 

iV/'/j'  vayiigf  to  Hmlfon's  Liv  for  thedifiovery  tf  a  north'VcJl  fnffage. 
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This  ftrancre  and  abrupt  ccfllition  of  trade  and  intcrcourre  has  been 
•attributed  to  various  caules;  but  the  molt  probable  is  ihs  following: 
The  Lolony,  fiom  its  firft  Icttlement,  had  been  haralTzd  by  the  na- 
tives, a   barbarous   and  I'.ivage  people  ;  agreeing  in  cuftoms,  garb, 
nnd  appearance,  with  the  EfquiuKiux   found  about  liudfon's   bay. 
Tills  nation,    called  Schrellings,    at  length  prevailed  againft  the  Ice- 
inul  I'etrlers  who  inhabited  the  weircrn  diftiid,  and  exterminated  them 
in  the  fourteenth  century:  infomuch,  that  when  their  brethren  of  the 
eaftern  diftrift  came  to  their  allillanre,  they  foimd  nothing  alive  but 
lome  cnttle  and  flocks  of  Iheep  running  wild  about  tfie  country.  Fer- 
liaps  they  themi'elves  afterward;;  experienced  the  iame  fate,  and  vvera 
totally  deftroyed  by  tht-fe  Schrellings,  whofe  defcendants  ftiU  inhabit 
the  weftern  parts  of  Greenland,  and  from  tradition  confirm  this  con- 
jeiflurc.  They  affirm  that  the  heuies  and  villages,  whofe  ruins  lli'l  ap- 
pear, were  inhabited  by  a  nation  of  ftrangers,  whom  their  anceftora 
dcftroyed.     There  are  reafons,  however,  for  believing  that  there  may 
be  ftill  fomc  defcendants  of  the  ;incient  Iceland  colony  remain'ng  in 
the  eaftern  diftrift,  tliough  they  caiinot  be  vifited  by  i.uid,  on  account 
of  the  ftupendous  mountains,  perpetually  covered  with  fnow,  which 
divide  the  two  parts  of  Greenland  ;    while  they  have  been  rendered 
inaccellible  by  fea,  by  the  vail  quanlity  of  ice  driven  from  Spitr.ber- 
gen,  or  Eall  Greenland.     One  v.'ouki  imagine  that  there  muft  have 
been  fome  confulerable  alteration  in  the  Jiorthern  parts  of  the  world 
fmce  the  fifteenth  centiu-y,  fo  that  the  coaft  of  Greenland  is  now  be- 
come almoft  totally  inacccffible,  though  formerly  vifited  with  very 
little  ditliculty.     It  is  alfo  natural  -o  ?A\  by  what  means  the  people 
of  the  ealkrn  colony  furmounted  the  above-mentioned  obftacles  when 
they  went  to  the  nlliftancc  of  their  weftern  friends;  how  they  returned 
to  their  own  country  ;  and  in  what  manner  hiflorians  learned  the  luc- 
c.fs  of  their  exp/edition  ?  Concerning  all  this  we  h:ive  very  little  fatif- 
faftnry  information.     All  that  cait  be  learned  from  the  moft  authentic 
records  is,  tliat  G)-eenland  was  divided  into  two  diilrids,  called  Weft- 
liygd  and  Eaft-Bygd:  that  the  wellern  divifion  contained  four  paii'.bes 
and  owe  .hun(h-ed  villages:  that  the  eadern  dilbid   was   ftill  more 
fiourilhing,  as  being  nearer  to  Iceland,  fooner  fettled,  and  more  fre- 
quented by  fliipping  from  Norway.     There  arc  alfo  many  accounts, 
t bough  moft  of  them  romantic  and  flightlv  atteftcd,  which  render  it 
probable  that  part  of  the  eaftern  colon)  fill,  fubhfts,  who,  at  fome 
time  or  other,  may  have  given  the  impeifedt  i  elation  above  n-entioned. 
T'his  colony,  in  ancient  lime-,  ccirii.iiily  ccmprchendcd  twelve  exteti- 
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five  parifhes ;  one  Inindred  and  ninety  villages ;  a  bifliop's  fee,  and 
two  monafterics.  The  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  diftrift  are 
entirely  ignorant  of  this  part,  from  which  they  are  divided  by  rocks, 
mountains,  and  deferts,  and  ftill  more  effcftually  by  their  apprehen- 
fion:  for  they  believe  the  eaitera  Grcenlanders  to  be  a  cruel,  barba- 
rous nation,  that  deftroy  and  eat  all  ftrnngcrs  who  fall  into  their 
hands.  About  a  century  after  all  intercourle  between  Norway  and 
Greenland  had  ceafed,  feveral  fhips  were  fent  fucccffively  by  the 
kings  of  Denmark  in  order  to  dii'covcr  the  eaftern  diihirt  ;  but  all  of 
them  milcarricil.  Among  thefe  adventuiers,  INlogens  Heinfon,  after 
having  furmountcd  many  dillitultics  and  dangers,  got  fight  of  the  land; 
whicb,  however,  he  could  not  npiiroach.  At  liiorctinn,  he  pretended 
that  the  fliip  was  arrefted  in  the  middle  of  her  coinfe  by  certain  rocks 
of  loat.'ftonc  at  t'.;e  bottom  of  the  fea.  The  fame  year,  1 576,  in  which 
this  auei.-.pt  wa»  made,  has  been  rendered  remarkable  by  the  voyage 
of  Captain  Mai  tin  Frobiflier,  fent  upon  tlic  fame  errand  by  Queen 
Elizabeth.  He  likewife  dei'cried  the  land  ;  but  could  not  reach  it,  and 
tlieretbre  returned  to  England  ;  }'et  not  before  he  had  failed  fixty 
leagues  ill  the  flraii,  which  ftill  retains  his  name,  and  landed  on  i'everal 
lilands,  where  he  had  fome  communication  with  the  natives.  H**  had 
likewife  takeu  pofleiTion  of  the  country  in  the  narpe  of  Queen  h\-  "•- 
bctli;  and  brotight  away  fome  pieces  of  heavy  black  ftone,  .  ;,  " 
which  the  lelineis  of  London  extracted  a  certain  proportion  of  gold, 
la  the  enfuing  fpi  rng  he  undertook  a  fecond  voyage,  at  the  head  of  a 
fmall  fquadron,  eipiipped  at  the  expenfe  of  the  public,  entered  the 
ftraits  ai'econd  tiir.c;  difcovered  upon  an  illand  a  gold  and filver mine; 
bcflowed  names  upon  ditlertnt  bays,  iflands,  and  head-lands  ;  and 
brought  away  a  lading  of  ore,  together  with  two  natives,  a  male  and 
a  feiriale,  whom  the  Knglilh  kidnapped. 

Such  was  the  fucccfs  of  this  vova<'e,  that  another  armament  was  fit- 
ttd  out  under  the  auTpiccs  of  Admiral  Frobiilier,  conlifting  of  fifteen 
fail,  inchuling  a  conliderable  number  of  foldiers,  mineis,  fmelters, 
carpenters,  and  bakers,  to  remain  all  the  winter  near  the  mines  in  ?, 
wooden  fort,  the  different  pieces  of  which  they  carried  out  in  the 
tranlports.  They  met  with  boifteroub  weather,  impenetrable  fogs, 
and  violent  currents  ;ipon  the  coafl  of  Greenland,  which  retarded  their 
operations  until  the  feafon  was  far  advanced.  Part  of  their  woodea 
fort  was  lofc  at  fea  ;  and  they  had  neither  provifion  aor  fuel  fufHcient 
for  the  winter.  The  admiral  therefore  determined  to  return  with  as 
much  ore  as  he  could  procure,  of  this  they  obtained  large  quantities 
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out  of  a  new  mine,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  the  Countefs  of 
Suflex.  They  likewifc  built  an  houfe  of  ftonc  and  lime,  provided  with 
ovens ;  and  here,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  affeftion  of  the  natives, 
they  left  a  quantity  of  fmall  morrice-bells,  knives,  beads,  looking- 
glafles,  leaden  pii^urcs,  and  other  toys,  together  with  feveral  loaves 
of  bread.  They  buried  thetiniljer  of  the  fort  -.vliere  it  could  be  eafily 
found  next  year ;  and  fowcd  corn,  peafe,  and  other  grain,  by  way  of 
experimeiit,  to  know  what  the  country  would  produce.  Having  taken 
thefe  precautions,  they  failed  from  thence  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember ;  and  after  a  month's  ftormy  palfage,  arrived  in  England :  but 
this  noble  defign  was  never  profecutcd. 

ChriOian  IV.  king  of  Denmark,  being  defirous  of  difcovering  the 
old  Greenland  fettlement,  fent  three  fliips  thither,  under  the  command 
of  captain  Godike  Lindenow,  who  is  faid  to  have  reached  the  eail 
coaft  of  Greenland,  where  he  traded  with  the  favage  inhabitants,  fuch 
as  they  are  ftill  found  in  the  wcftern  diftrift,  but  faw  no  figns  of  a 
civilized  people.  Had  he  aflually  landed  in  the  eafcern  divinon,  he 
mufl:  have  perceived  fome  remains  of  the  ancient  colony,  even  in  the 
ruins  of  their  convents  and  villages.  Lindenow  kidnapped  two  of  the 
natives,  who  were  conveyed  to  Copenhagen  ;  and  the  fame  cruel  fraud 
was  praftifed  by  other  two  fliips  which  failed  in^^o  Davis' ftraits,* 
\\  here  they  difcovered  divers  fine  harbours,  and  delightful  meadows 

■'■  Nothing  can  be  more  inhiimnn   nnJ  rcpiignnnt  to  the  dictates  of  common  ju(Mcc 
tlun  this  pradlicc  of  tearing  away  poor  creatures  from  their  country,  their  famihcs,  and 
conncvfliuns  :  vinlcfs  \vc  liippofe  tlicm  altogether  dellitiite  of  natur.il  affcdion  ;   and  that 
this  was  not  the  cafe  with  ihofc  poor  GrccivLindcrs,  fome  of  whom  were  l-.rought  alive 
to  Ciipcnhaucn,  appears  from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduft,  up-  n  their  fir/t  capture, 
and  during  their  confinement  in  Denmark.     When  firfl  capti\  :iteJ,  they  rcnr  tlie  ai:  with 
t!-.cir  cries  and  lamentations :  they  even  leaped  inio  the  fca  ;  and,  when  taken  on  board, 
for  tome  time  refufed  all  fulknancc.     Their  eyes  wcie  continually  turned  towards  their 
dear  country,    and  their  faces  always   batlicd    in    tears.      Even   the    kindnefs  of  hii 
Daiiifh  majefty,  and  the  carelfcs  of  the  court  av.d  people,  could  not  alleviate  their  grief. 
One  of  them  was  perceived  to  flicd  tears  always  when  he  faw  an  infant  in  the  mother's 
arms  ;  a  circumftance  from  whence  it  was  naturally  concluded,  that  he  had  left  his  wife 
■     with  ,1  young  child  in  Greenland,     Two  of  them  went  to  fca  in  their  little  canoes  in 
hope  of  reaching  Greenland  ;  but  one  of  them  was  retaken.     Otier  two  made  the  I'tme 
'  attempt  ;  but  were  driven  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Schoncn,  where  they  were  appv.-. 
hcnded  by  the  pcafauts,  and  rcconveyed  to  Copenhagen.     One  of  them  afterward,.  dit-J 
of  a  fever,  caught  in  fifhing  pearl,  during  tiic  winter,  for  the  governor  of  Kolding,   Tho 
rtll  lived  fome  years  in  Denmark ;  but  at  length,  feeing  no  profpcft  of  being  able  to  tc-. 
Tiiit  their  native  country,  they  funk  into  a  kind  of  mdan«hoJy  difordcr,  andexpiieJ. 

I  -Ha  covcre<3 


'^■i 


j: 


ill 


i\' 


'iU 


:ii 


Hi ' 


.:!:.1i; 


si'  § 


52  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

covered  vj'iih  verdure.  In  fome  places  they  are  faid  to  have  found  ^ 
ccnfiderable  quantity  Ci'orc,  every  hundred  pounds  of  which  yielded 
t\venty-fix  ounces  of  filver.  The  haic  Admiral  Liiulcnow  niade 
another  voynj^e  to  the  c  aft  •.  f  Greenland  in  the  year  i6o6,  directing 
his  c:u;fe  to  ti'.e  v.t.itvvard  ft  cape  Farewell.  He  coalled  along  the 
faait5  cf  Davi;,  and  having  made  fonie  obfervations  on  the  lace  of 
the  co;int.-y,  tlie  h:irbours  and  iflands,  returned  to  Denmark.  Carften 
Ri(lK;rd£,  being  detached  whh  tVi'O  (hips  on  the  fame  difcovery,  de- 
fcried  the  high  land  on  the  eaftern  lide  of  Greeiilaiid,  but  was  hin- 
dered by  the  ice  from  a])j)roaching  the  fhore. 

Other  cxpcditiinis  of  ilie  fame  nature  have  been  planned  and  exe- 
cuted with  the  fame  bad  fuccefs,  under  the  aufpices  of  a  Daniflv 
company  of  merchrnts.     Tv.o  fliins  returned  from  the  weltcir.  part 
of  Greenland  loadctl  with  a  kind  of  ycl!o>v  fund,  luppofed  to  contain 
a  large  proportion  of  gold.     This  being  allayed  by  the  goldfiniths 
of  Copenhagen,  was  condemned  as  ufclefs,  and  thrown  overboard; 
but  from  a  fmnll  quantity  of  this  fand,  which  was  referved  as  a  cu- 
riofity,  an  e>,pcrt  chetnift  afterwards  extrail^ted  a  quantity  of  pure 
gold.     The  captain,  who  brought  home  this  adventure,  was  fo  cha' 
grired  at  liis  difippointraent,  that  he  died  of  grief,  without  having 
left  any  dircc'^ions  concerning  the  place  where  the  fand  had  been 
difcovered.     In  the  year  1654,  Henry  Moller,  a  rich  Dane,  cquip- 
pxl  a  veifel  under  the  cnmniand  of  David  de  Kelles,  who  failed  to 
the  weft  coafl  of  Greenland,  from  which  he  carried  oft"  three  womeii 
of  the    couiitiy.      Other  efforts   have  been   made,    under  the  en- 
coiuagement  of  ths  Danifii  king,  for  the  difcovery  and  recovery  of 
the  old  Iceland  colony  in  Greeidand  ;  but  all  of  them  mifcarried, 
and  people  began   t.)  look  upon  fuch  expeditions  as  wild  and  chi- 
merical.    At  length  the  Greenland  company  at  Bergen  in  Norway, 
tranfportcd  a  colony  to  the  weftern  coaft,  about  the  (ixty-fourth  de- 
gree of  latitude  ;  and  thefe  Norwegians  failed  in  the  year  17 12,  ac- 
companied by  the  Rev.  Hans  Egede,  to  whofc  care,  ability  and  prc- 
cifion,    we  owe   th-j  bell  and  moft  authentic  account  of  moderrj 
Greenland.     This  gentleman  endeavoured  to  reach  the  eaftern  dif- 
triifi:,  by  coalling  f  )uthwards,  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  States  Pro- 
montory ;  but  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  continual  ilorras,  obliged 
him  to  return  ;  an:!,  as  he  could  not  even  find  the  ftrait  of  Fr^biflier, 
he  concluded,  thr.t  no  fuch  place  ever  exifted.     In  the  year  1724,  a 
fliip,  being  equipped  by  the  company,  lailed  on  this  difcovery,  with 
a  view  to  land  un  the  caft  fide  oppofite  to  Iceland ;  but  the  vail 
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flioals  of  ice,  which  barricadoed  that  part  of  the  ccaft,  rendered 
this  Icheme  impraif^icable.  ?lii  Danifu  majLlly,  in '.he  year  1728, 
fa\ifed  horf>;s  to  be  tranl'ported  to  Greenland,  in  hope  that  the  let- 
t'ers  mi"ht  bv  their  means  tra^'cl  over  land  to  the  cafUrn  clillrift  : 
but  the  icy  mountains  weie  found  iiiipiiliible.  linally,  Liourcnaut 
Richards  in  a  fliip  which  had  wintered  near  the  ulw  L-aiiifu  colony, 
attempted,  in  his  retain  to  Denmark,  to  laiid  on  the  cailern  liiure; 
but  all  his  endeavours  proved  abortive. 

Mr.  Egedc  is  of  opinion,  that  the  only  practicable  mttliod  of 
reaching  that  part  of  the  country,  will  be  v,  c(vili:  north-about  iu 
fmall  vcfllls,  between  the  great  Hakes  of  ice  and  the  Ihore ;  as  the 
Grecnianders  have  decla'cd,  that  the  currents  continually  rufliin"- 
from  the  bays  and  inlets,  and  running  Ibuji-wellwards  alon'j  the 
iliore,  hinder  the  ice  from  adhering  to  the  land  ;  fo  that  there  is 
always  a  channel  open,  through  which  vefiels  of  fmall  burden  might 
pafs,  efpecially  if  lotlges  were  built  at  convenient  diftanccs  on  the 
Ihorc,  for  the  convenience  and  dircL'lion  of  the  adventurers. 

That  part  of  the  country  which  is  now  vihted  and  fettled  by  the 
Danes  and  Norwegians,  lies  between  the  fixty- fourth  and  fixty- 
eighth  degrees  ^f  north  latitude  ;  and  thus  far  it  is  faiti  the  climate 
is  temperate.  In  the  inmnier,  which  continues  from  the  end  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  September,  the  weather  is  warm  and  com- 
fortable, while  the  wind  blows  eafterly ;  though  even  at  this  tiiue 
itorms  frecpiently  happen,  which  rage  with  incredible  violence  •  and 
fhe  iea  coafts  are  infelfod  with  fogs  that  are  equally  difagreeable  and 
jjnhealthy.  Near  the  fliore,  and  in  the  b:!ys  and  inlets,  the  low  land 
is  clothed  with  the  moft  charming  verdure ;  but  the  inland  moun- 
tains are  perpetually  covered  with  ice  and  fnow.  To  the  northward 
of  the  fixty-eighth  degree  of  latitude  the  cold  b  prodigiouflv  intenie- 
and  towards  the  end  of  Auguft  all  the  coall  is  covered  with  ice 
which  never  thav^s  till  April  or  May,  and  fometimes  not  till  rhc  lat^T 
end  of  June.  Nothing  can  exhibit  a  more  dreadful,  and  at  the  lame 
time  a  more  dazzling,  appearance,  than  thofc  prodigious  maifes  of 
ice  that  furround  the  whole  coaft  in  various  forms,  i-eliedina  a  mul- 
titude of  colours  from  the  fun-beams,  and  caliir.g  to  mind  the  en- 

.. chanted  fcenes  of  romance.  Such  j)rofpea3  thry  yield  in  calm  wea- 
ther ;   but  when  the  wind  begins  to  blow,  and  the  waves  to  rile  in 

,  vaft  billows,  the  violent  fliocks  of  thofe  pieces  of  ice  dafliing  asMinft 
one  another,  fill  the  mind  with  horror.  C7reenland  is  fddom  N^ifued 
\Yith  thunder  and  lightning,  but  the  aurora  boreali^  is  very  frequent: 
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and  brighi.  At  the  time  of  new  and  full  moon,  the  tide  rifcs  and 
fnlls  upon  this  coaft  about  three  fathoms ;  and  it  h  remarkuljlc,  thift. 
the  fprings  and  fountains  on  ihorc  rife  and  fall  with  the  flux  and  re- 
flux of  the  ocean. 

The  foil  of  Greenland  \av\c?.  like  that  of  all  other  mountainous 
countries :  the  hills  are  very  bairen,  being  indeed  frozen  throu^^hoin 
the  whole  year;  hut  the  v;il!eys  and  low  grounds,  cfpecially  nesr 
the  fea,  are  rich  and  fruitftil.     The  ancient  N:Mwegian  chronicles 
inform  us,  that  Greenland  formerly  produced  a  great  number  of 
cattle ;  and  that  confiderable  quantities   of  butter  and  cheefe  were 
cxjX)rted  to  Norway  ;  and,  on  account  of  their  peculiar  excellency, 
fet  apart  for  the  king's  tife.     The  fame  hiftories  informs  u?,  that 
ibnie  j^arts  of  the  country  yielded  excellent  wheat ;  and  that  large 
©aks  were  found  here,  which  carried  acorns  as  big  as  apples.     Some 
of  thefe  oaks  ftill  remain  in  the  foutliern  parts,  and  in  many  places 
the  marks  of  ploughed  land  are  eafily  perceived :  at  prefent,  how- 
ever, the  country  is  deftitute  of  corn  and  cattle,  though  in  many 
places   it  produces  excellent  paflure,    and,    if  properly  cultivated, 
would  probably  yield  grain  alfo.     Mr.  Egede  fowed  fome  barley  in 
a  bay  adjoining  to  the  Danifti  colony ;  it  fprang  ^jp  fo  faft,  that  by 
the  latter  end  of  July  it  was  in  the  full  ear;  but  being  nipped  by  a 
night  froft  it  never  arrived  at  maturity.     This  feed  was  brought 
from  Bertie  n,  where  the  fummcr  is  of  greater  heat  and  duration 
t-'.an  in  GiLeidand  ;   but   in  all  probal.tiruy  the  corn  which  grows  in 
the  northtin  parts  of  Norway  would  alfo  thrive  here.    Turnips  and 
coleworts  of  an  exec llent  talte  and  flavour  are  alfo  produced  here. 
The  fides  of  the  mountains  near  the  bays  are  clothed  with  wild 
rhyme,  which  difiules  its   fragrance  to  a  great  diibmre.     The  herh 
tormentil  is  very  common  in  this  country,  and  likewifc  many  others 
not  deferibed  by  the  botaniib.     Among  ihe  fruits  of  Greenland  we 
number    juniper-berries,    blue-berries,    bil-berries    and  Jbramble- 
berries. 

Greenland  is  thought  to  contain  many  mines  of  metal,  though 
none  of  them  are  wrought.  To  the  fouthward  of  the  Danifli  colony 
are  fome  appearances  of  a  mine  of  copper.  Mr.  Egede  once  re- 
ceived a  lump  of  ore  from  one  of  the  natives,  and  here  he  found 
calamine  of  a  yellow  colour.  He  once  fent  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  fand  of  a  yellow  colour,  intermixed  with  ftreaks  of  vermilion, 
to  the  Bergen  company  :  they  probably  found  their  account  in  this 
prefent  j  for  they  deiired  him,  by  a  Ittter,  to  procure  as  much  of 
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that  fand  as  poflible  ;  but  he  was  never  able  to  find  the  place  where 
he  faw  the  flrlt  fpecimen.  It  was  one  of  the  fmalleft  among  a  great 
number  of  illands,  and  the  mark  he  had  Lt  up  was  blown  down  by 
a  violent  Uorni :  poinbly  this  might  be  the  lame  mineral  of  which 
Captain  l-'rohi(hcr  brought  fo  much  to  England.  This  country  pro- 
duces rock-crytlals  both  red  and  white,  and  whole  moiuitaiiu  of  the 
albeltos  or  incombullible  flax.  Around  the  coKwy,  which  is  known 
by  the  name  of  Good  Hoj^c,  they  find  a  kind  ol  baftard  marble  of 
various  colouis,  which  the  natives  form  into  bowls,  lamps,  pots,  &:c. 
Allthathasbeenfaidof  the  fertility  of  Greenland,  however,  muft  be 
underflood  only  of  that  part  which  lies  between  the  fiftieth,  an  J 
fixty-flfth  degrees  of  latitude  :  the  moft  nor:hern  parts  are  totally 
'^  'itiu..  herbs  and  plants.  "^1  -v.-tched  inhabitants  c;uinot  find 
.grafs  in  fuuicient  quantities  to  ftim  into  their  flukes  to  keep  their  feet 
warm,  but  are  obliged  tc  buy  it  from  thofe  who  inhabit  the  more 
fouthcrn  parts. 

;     The  animals  which  abound  moft  in  Greenland  are,    rein  deer, 
foxes,  hares,  dogs  and  white  bears.     The  haies  are  of  a  white  co- 
Jour  and  very  lat ;   the  foxes  are  of  difterent  colours,  whire,  grcyifli 
•^nd  b'.ueifli,  and  fmaller  tlian  thofe  of  Denmark  and  Norway.     The 
■    natives  keep  a  great  number  of  dogs,  which  arc  large,  white  or 
fpcckled,  and  rough,  with  ears  ftanding  upright,  as  is  the  cafe  wi:L 
■all   the  dogs  peculiar  to  cold  climates  ;  they  are  timorous  and  ftupid, 
and   neither  bay  nor  bark,  but  fometimes  howl  difinally.     In  tiie 
^.northern  parts  the  natives  yoke  them  in  fledges,    which,  thoughi 
heavy  laden,  they  will  draw  on  the  ice  at  the  rate  of  feventy  miles 
-in  a  fhort  winter's  day.     Thefe  poor  auimals  are  very  ill  rewarded 
,for  their  fervice,  being  left  to  provide  for  themfelves,  except  wheo 
their  muftcrs  happen  to  catch  a  great  number  of  ieah  :  on  thefe  oe- 
•  cafions  the  dogs   are   ieg;iled  vvith   the  bleo  i  and  eniiai's;   ar  other 
times  they  fublill,  like  wild  beafts,  upon  mufcles  and  berries,     licvs 
alio  are  taund  great  numbers  of  raven?,  eagles  of  a  prcdi^ious  fue, 
;V^; falcons,  and  other  birds  of  prey;  and  likewife   a  kind  of  linnet, 
ti'iv which  warb'es  very  melodioufly.      Whales,   fword-fifli,    porp.;iic'S, 
"hi  &;c.  abound  on   the  coaits  ;  alfo  holybut,  turbot,  cod,  haddock,  iku. 
j-i^The  more  dubious  animals  alfo,  called  mermaids,  fca  ferpents  at:d 
^Mlkrakens,  faid  to  be  found  on  the  coaft  of  Norway,  are  faid  likewife 
•  ;^to  dwell    n  thefe  feas.     Mr.  Egede  afiures  us,  that  in  the  year  1734 
■||the  fea-fcrpent  was  ken  oft' the  new  Dapifti  colony,  and  raifsd  its 
"d^  head  niaft-high  above  thg  lurface  of  the  water. 
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Tlie  people  who  now  inhnbit  the  weftern  coaft  of  Greentanct^ 
and  who,  without  doubt,  arc  the  delccndants  of  the  ancient  Schr-eU 
lings,  who  exterminated  the  firft  Iceland  colony,  bear  a  near  re- 
femblnncc  to  the  Samoiedcs  and  Laplanders  in  their  perfuns,  com- 
jolcxioiis,  and  way  of  life  :  t'lcy  are  ihoit,  brawny,  and  inclined  to 
corpulency,  with  broad  face?,  tlat  nofcs,  thick  lips,  black  hair  and 
eves,  and  a  ycllowifli  tawny  complexion  :  they  are  for  the  moft  part 
vip^nrous  and  IreaUhv,  but  remarkably  fliort-Iived,  few  of  them 
reachint^  the  grand  cliniariieric,  and  nruiy  dyir.g  in  their  infancy 
and  in  the  prime  of  yv)uch  ;  they  are  lubjeL^  to  a  weaknels  in  the 
eves,  occafioncd  by  tlie  piercing  whids  and  the  glare  of  the  fnow  in 
the  winter-time:  the  Icprofy  is  known  among  them,  but  is  not  con- 
tat'-ious.  Thofe  that  dwell  in  the  nci  thcrn  parts  are  miierably  tor- 
mented with  dvlenteries,  rheums,  and  pulmonary  difordcrs,  boils 
and  epilepiy.  Tlie  fmall-pox  being  imported  among  them  from 
Copenhagen  in  the  year  1734,  made  terri'jlc  havoc  among  thefc 
poor  pe(^p'.c,  Vv'ho  are  nneily  dellitute  of  any  k/iowledge  of  the 
ihe  n^.cdicinal  art,  and  dcf)end  entirely  for  aififtance  upon  their  an- 
t^ekuts  or  conjurers.  In  their  difpulitions  the  Greenlanders  are  cold, 
phlegmatic,  indolent  and  flow  of  appreheniion,  but  very  quiet,  or- 
derly and  good-natured  :  they  live  peaceably  together,  and  have 
every  thing  in  commosi,  without  Itiife,  envying  or  animofity:  they 
are  civil  and  hofpitable,  but  flovenly  to  a  degree  almolt  l)cyond  the 
Hottentots  themftlves ;  they  never  wafli  thennelves  with  water,  but 
iick  their  paws  like  the  cat,  and  then  rub  their  faces  with  them. 
They  eat  atter  their  dogs  '.vithuut  vvafliing  their  diflies  ;  devour  the 
Jicc  which  devour  them  ;  and  even  lick  the  fwcat  which  they  fcrape 
off  from  their  faces  with  their  knives.  The  women  walh  themfelves 
V'ith  their  own  v.ilne,  which  they  imagine  m  ikes  their  hair  grow, 
and  in  the  winter-time  go  out  immcdiaiely  after,  to  let  the  li(^uor 
fieeze  u])on  their  Ikin.  They  will  often  eat  their  virtuals  off  the 
diity  ground,  without  any  velfel  to  hold  it  in,  and  devour  rotten 
ficdi  v.irli  the  greatell  avidity.  In  times  of  fcareity  they  will  fublift 
on  pieces  of  ck\  fkin,  reeds,  fea-wced,  and  a  root  called  tugloro- 
ner,  (irciied  with  train  oil  and  fat.  The  dung  of  rein-deer  taken 
from  the  iniellines,  the  entrails  of  partridges,  and  all  forts  of  offals, 
are  counted  dainties  among  thelb  favages  ;  and  of  the  fcrapings  of 
Ic  ds  flcins  tliey  make  Jelicftte  ]);>ncakcs.  At  firil  they  could  not 
taflc  the  Danifli  provilions  without  abhorrence,  but  now  they  are 
becoms;  cxtitii.ely  ftii:d  of  bread  and  butter,  though  ihey  ftill  re- 
ft tiiii 
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';tain  an  averfion  to  tobacco  and  fpirituous  liquors ;  in  which  par- 
'  ticular  they  differ  from  almoft  all  favages  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
The  Cireenlanrlers  commonly  content  thcmielves  with  one  wife, 
who  is  condciTined,  as  among  other  lavage  nations,  to  do  all  the 
drudi^ery,  and  raay  be  corrc(^>ed,  or  even  divorced,  by  the  hufbancl 
at  plcafiuc.     Heroes,  however,  and  extraordinary  perfonages,  are 
indulged  with  a  plurality  of  wives.  Their  young  women  are  generally 
chafte  and  bafliful ;  but  at  fomc  of  their  feails,  in  the  midft  of  their 
jollity,  a  man  retires  with  his  neighbour's  wife  behind  a  curtain  made 
of  Ikins ;   and  all  the  gucfts,  thus  coupled,  retire   in  their  turns. 
The  women  think  theuifelves  happy  if  an  angekut  or  prophet  will 
thus  honour  them  with  his  carelles.     Thefc  people  never  marry 
within  the  prohibited  degrees  of  confanguinity,  nor  is  it  counted 
•lecent  in  a  couple  .0  marry  who  have  been  educated  in  the  fame  fa- 
mily.    They  have  a  numba*  of  ridiculous  and  fuperftitious  cuftoms; 
among  which  the  two  following  are  the  mod  remarkable  : — While 
a  woruan  is  in  labour,  the  golllps  hold  a  chamber-pot  over  her  head, 
as  a  charm  to  haflen  the  delivery.    When  the  child  is  a  year  old,  the 
mother  licks  and  ilabbers  it  all  over,  to  render  it,  as  flie  imagines, 
more  flrong  and  hardy. 

All  the  Greenlanders  hitherto  known,  fpeak  the  fame  language, 
lihough  dift'eient  dialeds  prevail  in  different  parts  of  the  country : 
it  abounds  with  double  confonaots,  and  is  fo  guttural,  that  the  pro- 
IJIjnriatlon  of  many  words  is  not  to  be  learned  except  by  thofe  who 
h|ve  been  accuftomed  to  it  from  their  infancy.     The  letters  C,  D, 
Fj  Q^and  X,  are  not  known  in  their  alphabet.     Like  the  North- 
Americans,  and  inhabitants  of  Kamfchatka,  they  have  a  great  num- 
ber of  long  polylyllables.     Their  words,  nouns  as  well  as  verbs, 
are  inllefted  at  the  end  by  varying  the  terminations  without  the  help 
«f  articles  i   but  their  language  being  found  defective,  they  have 
ipopted  a  good  many  words  from  the  Norwegian  dialeit.     Not- 
iHthftanding  the  endeavours  of  the  Danifli  miifionaries,  they  have 
tK>  great  reafon  to  boafl:  of  the  profelytes  they  have  made  of  the  na- 
tives of  Greenland,     Thefe  favages  pay  great  deference  and  refpeft 
1^  the  Danes,  whom  indeed  tliey  obey  as  their  mafters,  and  hear  the 
ii^iths  of  the  Chriftian  religion  expounded  without  doubting  the 
.^racity  of  their  teachers ;   but  at  the  fame  time  they  liftcn  with  the 
iiofl  mortifying  indifference,  without  being   in  the  leafl:  influenced 
%  what  they  have  heard.    They  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the 
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ot   whcan  they  have  foinied  the  moft  ridiculous  notions.*     The 
AngekutS}  \vho  arc  fn]>[>orcd  to  be  lii!>  immcduce  miniilers,  dlH'ci- 
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*  Ttic  firft  rriiTinmrics  amoni^  tlic  GifcnlaiiJerj  entertained  i  dovibt  whether  thry 
luiJ  any  conception  of  a  Diviiic  Being,  .1;  tluy  Und  no  word  in  their  language  by 
whiclj  to  dcfigna'c  him,  VV  hen  they  were  .i(k'-.l  wlio  made  the  he.ivcii  and  eartli,  :ind 
all  vifililc  ihinys  ?  tlicir  anlVcr  w.u— •«  W'c  know  not  j  nr,  wc  do  not  know  him  j 
or,  it  miift  hue  htcn  foiiic  iiii.'.hty  prion  ;  o-,  tiunj^s  alwayc  have  been  as  they  are, 
and  will  always  reni.iin  fo."  Hut  \vi>cn  tliry  \iii;l(>rftood  their  language  better,  they 
found  tlicy  hud  fomc  viguc  notions  conicrnin;^  the  iViul  and  fpirits,  and  were  folicitou' 
about  tho  ftatc  after  dcatli.  It  was  evident  alfo  that  tiiey  had  fomc  faint  conceptions  of 
a  Divine  IJeiiig. 

They  believe  in  the  tloifljinc  nf  the  fianfnii.;ra'.ion  of  fuuL — that  the  foul  is  a  fpi- 
ritual  cli'cncc  ijuitf^  dnlcien:  from  the  body — tint  it  needs  no  corporeal  nourilhmcnt— 
that  it  fiirvives  the  hudy,  and  lives  in  a  future  better  liale,  which  they  believe  will 
jitvcr  end.  Hut  they  have  vcrv  dilTcrcnt  ideas  of  tiiis  (hue.  Many  place  their  Elyfuin* 
in  the  abylVcs  of  the  oecan,  or  the  I.owels  of  the  e.irth,  and  think  the  deep  cavities  of 
the  rocks  are  avenues  leading  to  it.  There  dwells  Torngarfuck  and  his  mother ; 
there  a  joyovis  fummcr  is  perpetual,  and  a  (liining  fun  isobfturcdby  no  night;  there 
is  the  limpid  ftream,  and  abundance  of  fowls,  filhet,  rein-deer,  and  their  beloved 
feals,  and  thcfc  aic  all  to  be  caught  without  toil,  nay,  they  arc  even  found  in  a  great 
kettle  boiling  alive.  But  to  thcfc  delightful  feats  none  mull  approach  b\it  thofe  who 
have  been  dextrous  and  diligent  at  their  work,  (for  this  is  their  grand  idea  of  virtue) 
that  have  performed  i',ieat  exploits,  and  have  maftcrcd  many  whales  and  fcals,  have 
undergone  great  hardlhips,  have  been  drowned  in  the  fea,  or  died  in  childbed.  The 
difembodicd  fpirit  docs  not  enter  dancing  into  the  Elyfian  fields,  but  muft  fpend  five 
whole  days,  fome  fay  longer,  in  lliuiiig  down  a  rugged  rock,  which  is  thereby  fmearcii 
with  blood  and  gore,  Thofe  unfortunate  fouls  which  are  obliged  to  perform  this  rough 
journey  in  the  cold  winter,  or  in  boillcrous  weather,  are  peculiar  objefts  of  their  pity, 
bccaufc  they  may  be  eauly  deilroyed  on  the  road,  which  dcftruftion  they  call  the  fc- 
cond  death,  and  dcfcribe  it  as  a  perfedt  cxtinilion,  and  thi-^,  to  them,  is  the  moft  dread- 
ful  confideration.  Therefore  during  thefe  five  days  or  more,  the  furviving  rclatii  ir 
muft  abllain  from  certain  meats,  and  from  all  noify  work,  except  the  necedary  f;lh- 
ing,  that  the  foul  may  not  be  difturbed  or  perllh  in  its  perilous  paflTage.  From  ail 
which,  it  is  plain,  that  the  Grecnlanders,  llupid  as  they  have  been  reprefented,  have  an 
idea  that  the  good  will  be  rewarded,  and  the  bad  puniflied,  and  that  they  conceive  i 
horror  at  the  thought  of  the  entire  annihilation  of  the  foul. 

Others  have  their  paradifc  among  the  celeftial  bodies,  and  they  imagine  their  flighi 
thither  fo  eafy  and  rapid,  that  the  foul  lefts  the  very  fame  evening  in  the  manfion  of  th;' 
mron,  who  was  a  Greenlandcr,  and  there  it  can  dance  and  play  at  ball  with  the  rc!l 
of  the  fouls  ;  for  they  think  the  northern  lights  to  be  the  dance  of  fportive  fouls.  Tlw 
fouls  iu  this  paradife  arc  pbced  in  tents  round  avaft  lake  abounding  with  filh  and  fov.'. 
When  this  lake  overflows  it  rains  on  the  eaith,  but  Ihould  the  dam  once  break,  there 
wuuKl  be  a  general  deluge. 
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coiiccnilng  the  principles  of  his  cxillcncc  ;  fomc  aflirming  that  he  is 
without  form  or  ihape ;  others,  that  he  has  the  fliape  of  a  bear ; 
others,  that  he  has  a  large  human  body  with  only  one  arm  ;  while 
othtTs  aflirm,  that  he  is  no  larger  than  a  man's  finjjet,  with  many 
other  abfurditics  of  a  fimilar  kind.  They  have  alfo  a  peculiar  kind 
of  mythology,  by  which  they  believe  all  the  elements  to  be  full  of 
fpirits,  from  among  which  every  one  of  their  propliets  is  fiipplied 
with  a  familiar  vvhich  tlioy  name  Tornj^ack,  and  who  is  always 
ready  when  fummoiicd  to  his  airiflnncc. 

The  CJrcenlanders  arc  emjnoyccl  all  the  year  rotind  either  in  fiHiing 
or  huntiinj;.  At  fca  they  purlue  the  wh.ilcs,  moifcs,  feals  fifli  for 
eating,  and  fca  fowl.  On  fhoro  they  luuit  the  rein-deer  in  different 
parts  of  the  country:  they  ilrivc  thcic  animals,  wliich  feed  in  I'.rge 
herds,  into  a  naiiow  circL'  or  d^fii.-,  where  they  arc  eafily  (lain 
with  arrows.  Tlieir  bow  is  made  of  fir-tree,  woiuid  about  with  the 
twifled  fiiiev,  s  of  animals  ;  the  firing  is  compf)fed  of  the  fame  Ihitf, 
or  of  feal  (kin  ;  the  arrow  is  a  g  )od  fuhom  in  length,  pointed  with 
a  bearded  iron,  or  a  fliarp  bone  ;  bur  thofe  with  which  they  kill 
birds  are  blunt,  that  they  may  not  tear  the  Hcfli.  Sea  fowls  they  kill 
with  lances,  which  they  throw  to  a  great  diftance  with  furprifing 
dexterity.  Their  manner  of  catching  whales  is  qui:e  different  froin 
that  prnftifcd  by  tlie  Europeans :  about  fifty  perfons,  men  and  wo« 
men,  fet  out  in  on-'  long  boat,  which  is  called  a  hfu-  boat,  from  kone 
a  "  woman,"  becaufe  it  is  rowed  by  females  only.  When  they  find 
a  whale,  they  flrike  him  with  harpoons,  to  which  are  faflened  with 
long  lines  fome  feal  fkins  blown  up  like  bladders.  Thefe,  by  float- 
ing on  the  furface,  not  only  difiovcr  the  back  of  the  whale,  but 
hinder  him  from  diving  under  water  for  atiy  length  of  time.  They 
continue  to  purfue  him  until  he  lofes  flrength,  when  they  pierce 
him  with  fpears  and  lances  till  he  expires.  On  this  oecafion  they 
are  clad  in  their  fpring  coats,  confifting  of  one  piece,  vvith  gloves, 
boots,  and  caps  made  of  feal  fkin  fo  clofely  laced  and  fewed  that  they 

The  v.ifcr  Grcenlanders,  wiio  rou'"id.:r  the  foul  as  a  fpiritml  imniatcrial  cffence, 
l.mgh  ;it  all  this,  and  fay,  if  there  (hould  be  fiich  a  material,  luxiuiant  paradife, 
where  fouls  could  entertain  ihcnifclvrs  with  hunting,  ftill  it  can  only  endure  for 
a  time  ;  af ervvards  the  f.uls  will  tcitainly  he  conveyed  to  the  peaceful  manfions  ; 
but  they  know  not  what  their  food  or  cmpiuynicnr  will  he.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
place  ti.r'ir  hell  in  the  fubtetraneoun  rc;;ion.'!,  which  are  devoid  of  light  and  heat,  and 
filled  with  perpetual  terror  and  anxiety.  This  lail  fort  of  people  lead  a  regular  life, 
and  fcfiain  from  every  thing  they  think  is  evil. 
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keep  out  water.  Thus  accoutred  they  leap  into  the  fca,  and  bc^iii 
to  fltrc  off  the  fat,  even  under  water,  before  the  whale  is  dead.— 
They  have  many  ditTcrcru  ways  of  killing  icals  j  namely,  by  ftrikinj{ 
them  with  a  fniall  harpoon  e(|ui|)i)cd  alfo  with  an  air  bag;  by  watch- 
ing them  when  they  come  to  breathe  at  the  air-holes  in  the  ice,  and 
ftriking  them  with  fpears;  by  apjiroacliing  them  in  the  tlifguile  of 
their  own  I'pecies,  thnt  is,  covered  with  a  feal  flcin,  creepiiiij  upon 
the  ire,  and  moving  the  head  from  fule  to  fide  a'l  the  loals  are  ac- 
cuflomcd  to  do.  Dy  tlii;  Ibaiagcm  the  (ircenlandler  moves  towards 
the  unfulpet'^ini;  feal,  and  kilid  him  with  a  fpcar.  The  (ireen* 
landers  angle  with  lines  made  of  whalebone  cut  very  imall,  by 
means  of  which  they  fucceed  wonderfully.  The  (irctnland  canoe, 
like  that  ufrd  in  Nova-Zembla  airl  Ibulfon'i  bay,  is  about  three 
fathonisi  in  lon_:,tii,  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  tluee  quarters  of  a 
yard  in  breadth  ;  it  is  eompofed  of  thin  lafis  fafiened  toj^ctber  with 
tlie  finews  of  animals.  Ii  is  covered  wiih  drefled  feal-ilvins  both  be- 
low and  above,  in  fuel\  a  manner  that  only  a  circular  hole  is  left  in 
the  middle,  lai  ge  enouijh  to  admit  the  body  of  one  man.  Into  this 
the  Grccniander  thrurts  himfelf  up  to  the  waill,  and  tnftens  the  (kin 
I0  tiijlu  about  him  that  no  water  tan  enter.  Thus  fe'  ured,  and 
armed  with  a  paddle  broad  ai  bulb  eiuU,  he  will  vcnt,iue  out  to  Tea 
in  the  mofl  ftormv  weather  to  cateh  feals  aid  Ir  a-lo\vl ;  and  if  he 
is  overfet,  he  can  talily  raile  himfelf  by  means  of  his  patldle.  A 
GreenJander  in  one  of  tliefe  ciuioes,  wlueh  was  brought  v.  lih  him 
to  Copenhagen,  outlhippcd  a  pinnace  of  llxteen  oars,  manned  with 
choice  mariners.  The  konc  boat  is  made  of  the  fame  materials,  but 
more  durable,  and  fo  large  that  it  will  contain  iitty  perfons  with  all 
their  tackle,  baggage  and  provifions :  Ihe  is  fitted  with  a  mafl,  which 
carries  a  triangular  fail  made  of  the  membranes  and  entrails  of  leals, 
and  is  managed  without  the  help  of  bracts  and  bowlings  :  thefe 
kones  arc  flat-bottomed,  and  fometimes  li\ty  feet  in  length.  The 
men  think  it  beneath  them  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  tlierclbre 
they  arc  left  to  the  conduft  of  the  women,  who  indeed  are  obliged 
to  do  all  the  drudgery,  including  even  the  building  and  repairii.g 
their  houfes,  while  the  men  employ  themi'elves  wholly  in  pieparing 
their  hunting  implements  and  fifliing  tackle.  ^^ 

This  country   is  but  thinly  inhabited.*     In  the  winter  time  the 

people 

'<*  Moft  of  the  Grcrnlandcrs  live   to  the  fo\illiw.iid  <■(  the  fixty-fccoiid  Jcgrcc  of 
nortli  laiitu.'.C;  or  ?.s  tic  inhabitants  h:c  wont  to  I'liy,   in  the  Kaith ;  bu:  no  Euiopcans 

live 
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people  dwell  m  huts  built  1 1  iloiic  or  tuif ;  on  the  one  fide  arc  the 
windows,  covered  with  the  Ikins  of  fcalj  or  rcin-dtcr.  Several  fa- 
milies live  in  one  of  thcfe  houles,  pollclfinf',  each  a  (epar.tfce  apart- 
ment, before  which  is  a  hearth  with  a  great  lamp  placed  on  a  ttcvit, 
over  which  hangs  their  kettle  ;  al)ovc  h  a  rack  oi  (hclf  on  which 
their  wet  clothes  arc  dried.  They  burn  train  oil  in  their  lamps, 
and  for  a  wick  they  ufe  a  kind  of  mofs,  which  liilly  anfwera 
the  purpofe.  Thcfe  lamps  are  not  oidy  hiiHcient  to  boil  their  victuals, 
but  likewifc  produce  fuch  a  heat,  that  the  wliolc  houfc  is  like  a 
bagnio.  The  door  is  very  low,  that  as  little  cold  air  as  polfible  may 
be  admitted.  The  houfe  within  is  lined  with  old  Ikins,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  benches  for  the  eonvcniency  of  ihangcrs.  In  tlie 
funimer  rime  they  dwell  in  tents  made  of  long  poU  .  fued  in  a  coni- 
cal form,  covered  in  the  infule  wi*h  dtcrs  Ikins,  ai '.1  on  the  outfide 
with  feals  ikins,  drelled  fo  that  the  lain  cannot  j  'crce  them. 

EAST  GREENLAND. 

Ea(l-Grcenland  was  for  a  long  time  conlidercd  as  ■  pnrt  of  the 
continent  of  Weft-Grccnland,  but  is  now  difcovcitd  to  be  nn  af- 
femblagc  of  illands  lying  between  76^46'  a  m'  Ro  30'  of  noru;  lati- 
tude, and  between  9°  and  20°  of  eaft  long'tud..  It  was  difcovered 
by  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby  in  the  year  1553,  who  called  it  Green- 
land, fuppoling  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  weftern  continent.  In  1 595,  it 
was  again  vilitcd  by  William  Barents  and  John  Cornelius,  two 
Dutchmen,  who  pretended  to  be  the  originr!  dii'coverers,  and  called 
the  country  Spitzbergcn,  or  Sharp  Mountains,  from  the  many  Hiarp- 

r.vc  tlicrc,  fo  tliat  thefc  finrts  arc  but  little  known.     The  European  colonics  have  hxcJ 
tin  m(cl\  OS  to  ihc  northward  of  the  fixty-fccond  degree  of  latitude. 

A  f;\i£lor,  who  lived  many  years  in  the  country,  and  wliofe  accuracy,  ns  far  as  the 
fu'ijcrt  will  admir,  may  be  depended  on,  ion. id,  in  the  compafs  of  forty  leagues,  which 
v,is  the  circle  of  his  dealings,  nine  huiulrcd  an!  fifty-fevcn  ronftant  reftdcnts,  bc- 
fides  nccafional  vifiiors.  This  part  of  Greenland  is  the  mod  populous,  except  Dilko 
bay,  which  is  the  beft  place  for  ti..dc,  and  the  fouthcrn  parts.  In  other  places,  an 
idividual  may  travel  fixty  miles  .ind  not  meet  with  a  fmgle  perfon,  Suppofe,  however, 
tlwt  the  country  is  inhahiico  for  the  fpace  of  four  hundred  leagues,  and  that  there  are 
aw  thoufand  fouk  for  every  forty  leagues,  the  amount  would  be  ten  thoufand.  The 
abfjvc-mentloncd  factor  thinks,  that  there  arc  not  more  than  fcven  thoufand,  bccaufe 
iliere  arc  fo  many  defert  place*.  He  aflerts,  indeed,  that  the  native  Grecnlandcrs,  in 
1730,  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand;  and  when  he  made  his  firft  calculation  in  1746, 
there  were  iHU  twenty  thoufand :  confc^uciitly,  fincc  that  time,  their  number  has 
diuinilhcJ  at  leall  onc-lulf. 
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pointed  and  rocky  mountains  with  wh'ch  it  abounds.  They  a!- 
ledged,  that  the  coalt  difcovcred  by  Sir  HughW'illoughhy  was  fomc 
other  country ;  which  accordingly  the  Hollanders  delineated  on 
their  maps  and  charts  by  the  name  of  Willougliby  Land  ;  whereas 
in  faft  no  fuch  land  ever  exilled  ;  and  long  bei'oie  the  voyage  of 
thefe  Dutchmen,  Stephen  Barrows,  an  Englifli  fliipmaiter,  had 
coafted  along  a  defolate  countiy  from  north  latitude  78"  to  80°  11', 
which  was  undoubtedly  Spitzbergen.  The  fea  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  iflands  of  Spitzbergcn  abounds  very  much  with  whales, 
and  is  the  common  refort  of  the  whale-fifliing  fliips  from  different 
countries,  and  the  country  itielf  is  frequently  villtcd  by  thefe  fliips; 
tut  till  the  late  voyage  of  the  Hon.  Capt.  Phipj)s,  by  order  of  his 
Majefty,  the  fituatioii  of  it  was  erroneoully  laid  dovvn.  It  was  ima- 
gined, that  the  land  ftretched  to  the  northward  as  far  ai  '62°  of  north 
latitude  ;  but  Capt.  Phipps  found  the  moll  northerly  point  of  land, 
called  Seven  Iflands,  not  to  exceed  80°  30'  of  latitude.  Towajds 
the  eaft  he  faw  other  lands  lying  at  a  dillance,  fo  that  Spitzbergen 
plainly  appeared  to  be  furrounded  by  water  on  that  fide,  and  not 
joined  to  the  continent  of  Afia,  as  former  navigators  had  fuppofed. 
The  north  and  weft  coafts  alfo  he  explored,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  ice  from  failing  fo  far  to  the  northward  as  he  wiflied.  The 
coaft  appeared  neither  habitable  nor  acceffible:  it  is  formed  of  high, 
barren,  black  rock«;,  without  the  leaft  marks  of  vegetation  ;  in 
many  places  bare  and  pointed,  in  others  covered  with  Inow,  ap- 
pearing even  above  the  clouds.  The  valleys  between  the  high 
cliffs  were  filled  with  fnow  and  ice.  *'  This  profpcft,"  fays  Capt. 
Phipps,  '*  would  have  fnggefi-ed  the  idea  of  jjerpetual  winter,  had 
not  the  mildnefs  of  the  weather,  the  fmooth  wattr,  bright  fun- 
fliine,  and  conftant  day-light,  given  a  chcerfulnefs  and  nc.clty  to  the 
whole  of  this  romantic  fcene."  The  current  ran  along  this  co.ift 
half  a  knot  an  hour,  north.  The  height  of  one  mountain  feen  here 
was  found,  by  geometrical  menluration,  to  be  at  one  time  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  three  feet  and  a  half,  at  another  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  three  feet  and  eight-tenths.  By  a  barometer  con- 
ibv.cled  after  De  Luc's  method,  the  height  was  found  to  be  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  {let  and  a  half.  On  this 
occafion  Capt.  Phipps  has  the  following  remarks :  "  1  cannot  account 
for  the  great  difference  between  the  geometrical  meafurc  and  the  ba- 
rometrical according  to  M.  De  Luc's  caiculation,  which  amounts  to 
eighty-four  feet  fcvcn  inches.  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  accu- 
racy 
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racy  of  Dr.  Irving's  obfcrvations,  which  were  mr.de  with  great  care. 
A*s  to  the  gcouii-trical  meaiure,  the  avrecnietit  of  To  ninny  triangles, 
each  of  which  mult  have  difcovcicd  (.veii  tiie  imalleft  error,  is  the 
moft  iatiifadory  proof  of  its  correclncls.  Since  my  return,  1  have 
tried  both  the  theodoHte  and  barometer,  to  difcover  wheihcr  there 
was  any  fault  in  either,  and  find  them,  upon  trial,  as  I  had  always 
done  before,  very  accurate." 

There  is  good  anchorage  in  Schmcerenburgh  harbour,  lying  in 
north  latitude  74°  41',  eaft  longitude  9°  50'  45",  in  thirteen  fathom, 
fandy  bottom,  not  far  from  the  fliore,  and  well  flieltered  from  all 
winds.  Clofc  to  this  harbour  is  an  illand  ealled  Amderdam  Uland, 
where  the  Dutch  ufed  formerly  to  boil  their  whale  oil ;  and  the  re- 
;  >  nip'ns  of  fome  convcniency  ereftcd  by  thorn  for  that  purpofe  are  dill. 

vihble.  The  Dutch  fliips  flill  refort  to  this  pl.ice  for  the  latter  fea- 
fon  of  the  wha'e  fifliery. — The  Hone  about  this  place  is  chiefly  a 
kind  of  marble,  which  diflblves  eafily  in  the  marine  acid.  There 
were  no  appearance  of  minerals  of  any  kind,  nor  any  figns  of  an- 
cient or  modern  volcanoes.  No  infetfls,  nor  any  fpecies  of  leptiles, 
were  I'e  .\  not  even  the  common  earth  worm.  Theie  were  no 
iprin:,s  or  rivers,  but  great  plenty  of  water  was  produced  from  the 
faow  which  melted  on  the  mountains. 

The  moll  remarkable  views  which  thefe  dreary  regions  prefent 
;ue  thole  called  Icebergs.  They  are  large  bodies  of  ice  filling  the 
valleys  between  the  high  mountains :  their  face  towards  the  fca  is 
nearly  perpendicular,  a!i:l  of  a  very  lively  light  green  colour.  One 
way  about  three  hundred  feet  high,  with  a  cafcade  of  water  ilFuing 
from  it.  The  black  moantains  on  each  ilde,  the  white  Ihow,  and 
grcenifli  coloured  ice,  compofed  a  very  beautiful  and  romantic 
piclnre.  La;g.;  pieces  frequently  broke  oif  trcm  the  icebergs,  and 
:cll  with  grc'it  noile  into  the  water  :  one  piece  was  oblerved  to  have 
floated  out  into  the  bay,  and  grounded  in  twcr.ty-four  fathoms  ;  it 
was  fifty  feet  high  above  the  furia^-e  ot  the  water,  and  of  the  fc'.mc 
beautiful  colour  with  the  iceberg  fro. 11  wliic'i  it  had  leparated. 

Thefe  illands  are  totally  uninhabited,  though  it  doth  not  appear 
but  that  humati  creatures   could  fubiirt  on   t!:cm,    notwithfl.rnding 


their  vicinitv  to  the 


oie. 


Ei'Jiit   Enylilli  faiior?,  v.ho  were  acci- 


dentally left  here  by  a  whale-filhing  Ihip,  furvivcd  the  winte'-,  and 
were  brought  home  next  I'ealon.  TliC  Dutch  then  attempted  to 
fettle  a  colony  on  Amfterdam  iiland  above  mentioned,  but  all  the 
people  periQied,  not  through  the  fevcrity  of  the  climate,  but  of  the 
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fcurvy,  owing  to  the  want  of  thofe  remedies  which  are  now  happily 
difeovered,  and  which  are  found  to  be  fo  efFeftual  in  preventing  and 
caring  that  dreadful  difeafe.  The  late  account  alfo  of  fix  Ruflian 
failors,  who  flaid  four  years  in  this  inhofpitable  country,  affords  a 
decifive  proof,  that  a  colony  might  be  fettled  on  Eaft-Greenland, 
provided  the  doing  fo  could  anfwer  any  good  purpofe. 

A  Greenland  company  was  formed  in  London  in  the  year  1693.  A 
joint  flock  of  forty  thoufand  pounds  was  by  flatute  to  be  raifed  by 
fubfcribers,  who  were  incorporated  for  fourteen  years  from  the  firft 
day  of  Odober  in  that  year ;  and  the  company  to  ufe  the  trade  of 
catching  whales,  &:c.  to  and  from  Greenland,  and  the  Greenland 
feas ;  they  may  make  bye-laws  for  the  government  of  the  perfons 
employed  in  their  fliips,  &c.  Stat.  4  &  5  W.  III.  cap.  17,  This 
company  was  farther  encouraged  by  parliament  in  1696;  but  partly 
by  unlkilful  management,  and  partly  by  real  loflls,  it  was  under  a 
neceffity  of  entirely  breaking  up,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
affigned  to  it,  ending  in  1707.  But  any  perfon  who  will  adventure 
to  Greenland  for  whale-fifliing,  has  all  privileges  granted  to 
the  Greenland  company,  by  i  Anne,  cap.  16.  and  thus  the  trade 
was  again  laid  open.  Any  fubjefts  may  import  whale  fins,  oil,  &c. 
of  fifli  caught  in  the  Greenland  feas,  without  paying  any  cuftoms, 
&c.  Stat.  10  Geo.  I.  cap.  16.  And  fliips  employed  in  the  Greenland 
fifliery  are  to  be  of  fuch  burden,  provided  with  boats,  fo  many  men, 
fifliing  lines,  harping  irons,  &c.  and  be  licenfed  to  proceed  ;  and  on 
their  return  are  paid  twenty  fliillings  per  ton  bounty,  for  whale 
fins,  &c.  imported ;  6  Geo.  II.  cap.  33.  The  bounty  was  afterwards 
increafed,  but  has  been  lately  diminiflied>  and  fince  this  diminution 
the  trade  has  increafed. 
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SITUATION,  BOUNDARY  AND  EXTENT. 
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f  AST  and  Weft-Florida  are  fituated  between  25°  and  31"  north 
latitude,  and  5°  and  17"  weft-longitude  from  I'liiladelpliia  ;  the  Icngtli 
is  about  fix  hundred  miles,  and  the  breadth  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty.  They  are  bounded  north,  by  Georgia  ;  caft,  by  the 
Atlantic  ocean  ;  fouth,  by  the  guljili  of  ^Te^.ico ;  well-,  by  tha 
Millillippi ;  lying  in  the  form  of  an  L.  The  cli:;iare  varies  very 
little  from  that  of  Georgia.  Florida  was  firfi  difcovcre-i  i'.i  1497,  by 
Sebaftian  Cabot,  a  Venetian,  then  in  the  EngHih  fcivicc;  whence 
a  right  to  the  rouiitry  was  claimed  by  the  kings  of  England  ;  and  this 
territory,  as  well  as  Georgia,  was  included  in  the  charter  gianted 
by  Charles  II.  to  Carolina.  In  1512,  however,  Florida  was  moro 
fully  diicovered  by  Ponce  de  L.eon,  an  able  SpaiMfli  navigator,  but 
who  undertook  his  voyage  from  the  motl  abiurJ  motives  that  can 
Vol.  IV.  K  w^ll 
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^vell  be  imngined.  The  Indians  of  the  Cc.ribbee  iflands  had  among 
them  a  tradition,  that  Ibmewhere  on  tlie  continent  there  was  a  foun- 
tain, whole  u  .iters  had  the  property  of  reftoring  youth  to  all  old  men 
who  tartc'l  tliein.  'The  romantic  imaginatlotis  of  the  Spaniards  were 
dcliiditcd  '.mh  lilt;  idea.  Many  embarked  in  voyages  to  find  oik  this 
inia£^iii,;ry  toiiiwain,  who  were  never  afterwards  heard  of.  Their  fu- 
perlliuoli^  comifrymen  never  imagined  that  thefe  people  had  ptriftied. 
Thty  oonchulcd  that  they  did  not  return,  only  becaufe  they  had 
drank  of  the  inia>ortalizing  liquor,  and  had  difcovcred  a  fpot  fo  de- 
lightful, that  they  did  not  choofe  to  leave  it.  Ponce  de  Leon  fet  out 
with  this  extravagant  view  as  well  as  others,  fully  perfiiaded  of 
the  exiftencc  of  a  third  world,  the  conqueft  of  which  was  to  immor- 
talize his  name.  In  the  attempt  to  difcovcr  this  country,  he  re- 
flifcovcivd  Hoiida,  but  returned  viGbly  more  advanced  in  years 
than  when  he  fet  out  on  his  voyage.  For  fome  time  this  country 
v.a?!  Dcylcfted  by  the  .Spaniards,  and  fome  Frenchmen  fettled 
in  It.  But  tlie  new  colony  being  neglcfted  by  the  miniftry,  and 
PIiili[)  li.  of  Spain  having  accuflomed  himfelf  to  think  that  he  was 
the  fo!c  pro])rit;tor  of  America,  fitted  out  a  fleet  at  Cadiz  to  deftfoy 
tiian.  His  oi  clers  were  executed  with  barbarity  ;  the  French  en- 
tienchivicnts  were  forced,  and  mofl  of  the  people  killed.  The  prifo- 
ners  weke  hnnoed  on  tiees,  with  this  infcription,  "  Not  as  French- 
•'  HKU),  bur  as  lieretics.'' 

Tlif  crui  Ity  was  loon  after  revenged  by  Dominic  de  Gourgue?,  a 
ft.ilful  and  intrepid  lei.man  of  Gafcony,  an  enemy  to  the  Spaniards, 
aful  palEonately  fond  of  hazaidous  expeditions  and  glory.  He  lold 
his  eltates,  built  fon.e  Ihips,  and  with  a  fcleft  band  of  adventurers 
like  himielf,  embarked  ior  Florida.  He  drove  the  Spaniards  from  all 
their  pofts  with  incredible  valour  and  activity,  defeated  them  in  every 
ffiicounter,  and  by  way  of  retaliation,  hung  the  prifoners  on  trees, 
with  this  iiilcription,  "  Not  as  Spaniards,  but  as  alTaffins."  This 
f spedition  Wiii;  attended  with  no  other  confoquences ;  Gourgues  blew 
ii|>  the  forts  lie  had  taken,  and  returned  home,  where  no  notice  was 
talcen  of  him.  It  was  again  conquered  in  i  539,  by  the  Spaniards  under 
Ferdinand  de  Soto,  not  without  a  great  deal  of  bloodflied,  as  the  na- 
tives were  very  warlike,  and  made  a  v  igorou*  refiftance.  The  fet- 
tlement,  however,  was  not  fully  eftablilhcd  till  the  year  1661;,  when 
the  town  of  St.  Augulline,  the  capital  of  the  colony  while  it  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  t\'as  founded.  In  1586,  this  place  was 
K.^:e!i  iuiti  pillaged  by  Sii  iiougis  DrakCt    It  met  with  the  fame  fat; 
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m  1665,  being  taken  and  plundered  by  Captain  Davis,  and  a  body  of 
buccaneers.  In  1702,  an  attempt  was  made  upon  it  by  Colonel 
More,  governor  of  Carolinn.  He  fet  out  with  five  liundred  En_«;li(h 
and  feven  hundred  Indians;  and  having  reached  St.  AugtilTiiie,  he 
befieged  it  for  three  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the  Spani- 
ards having  fent  fome  fliips  to  the  rehcfof  the  phice,  he  v,as  obliged 
to  retire.  In  1740,  another  attempt  was  n.adc  by  Gencrvd  Ogle- 
thorpe ;  but  he  being  outwitted  by  the  Spanidi  governor,  was  forced 
to  raife  the  fiege  witli  Jofs,  and  Florida  continued  ;;;  the  hands  of  tho 
Spaniards  till  the  year  1763,  when  it  was  ceded  by  treaty  to  Cjrear- 
Britain.  Dtiring  the  laft  war  it  was  again  reduced  by  his  Cathuiiu 
Majefty,  and  was  guaranteed  to  the  crown  of  Spain  at  the  peace. 

Among  the  /ivers  that  flow  through  this  territory,  and  full  into  the 
Atlantic  fea,  St.  John's  and  Indian  rivers  are  the  principal.  Sr  Johi/s 
river  rifes  in  or  near  a  large  fwanip,  in  the  hedrt  of  Eaft-l'lorid-',  and 
pnrfnes  a  northern  courfe  in  a  broad  navigable  ftream,  which,  in  ic- 
veral  places,  fpreads  into  broad  bays  or  lakes.  Lake  (loorge,  which  is 
only  a  dilatation  of  the  river,  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  water,  generally 
about  fifteen  miles  broad,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  deep.  It  is  or- 
namented with  fevcral  charming  iflands,  one  of  which  is  an  orange 
grove,  interfperfed  with  magnolias  and  palm  trees.  Near  Long  lake, 
which  is  two  miles  long  and  four  wide,  and  which  communicates  with 
St.  John's  river  by  a  fmall  creek,' is  a  vaft  fountain  of  warm,  or  rather 
hot  mineral  water,  iflliing  from  a  high  bank  on  the  river  :  it  boils  up 
with  great  force,  forming  immediately  a  vaft  circular  bafon,  capacious 
enough  forfeveral  fliallops  to  ride  in,  andr^.ns  with  rapidity  into  the 
river.atthreeorfourhundredyardsdiftance:  the  water  is  perfedlly  clear, 
and  the  prodigious  number  and  variety  of  fifli  in  it,  while  fwimaiing 
many  feet  deep,  appear  as  plainly  as  though  lying  on  the  table  befors 
your  eyes :  the  water  has  adiiagrccahle  talk-,  and  lmcl!s  like  bil^e  w  atrr. 
This  river  enters  into  the  Atlantic,  north  of  St.  Augulline. — Indian 
river  rifes  a  fliort  diftance  from  the  fea  coaft,  and  runs  from  north  to 
fouth,  forming  a  kind  of  inland  paflage  for  many  miles  along  the 
coaft. — Scguana,  Apalachicola,  Chatahatchi,  Efcambia,  ^Mobile,  Taf- 
cagoula,  and  Pearl  rivers,  all  rife  in  Georgia,  and  run  foutherly  into 
the  guli)h  of  Mexico. 

There  are,  in  this  territory,  a  great  variety  of  fuib.     The  eaflcrn 
part  of  it,  near  and  about  St.  Auguftine,  is  far  the  moi^  unfruitful  ; 
yet  even  here  two  crops  of  Indian  corn  are  produced.     The  banks  of 
the  rivers  which  water  the  Floridas,  and  tlis  parts  cotuiguouj,  arc  of 
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a  Aipcrior  quality,  and  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  rice  and  corn, 
while  the  more  interior  country,  which  is  high  and  pleafant,  abound^ 
with  wood  of  almoft  eveiy  kind  ;  particularly  white  and  red  oak^ 
live  oak,  laurel  magnolia,  pine,  hitcory,  cypreis,  red  and  white  cedar. 
The  live  oaks,  though  not  tall,  contain  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
timber  :  the  trunk  is  generally  iVom  twelve  to  twenty  feet  in  circum- 
ference, and  rifcsten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  earth,  and  then  branches 
into  four  or  five  great  'inibs,  which  grow  in  nearly  a  horizontal  di- 
rection, forming  a  gentle  curve.  "  I  have  ftepped,"  fays  Bartram,* 
*'  above  fifty  paces,  on  a  ftraight  line,  from  the  trunk  of  one  of  thefe 
**  trees  to  the  extremity  of  the  limbs."  They  are  ever  green,  and 
the  wood  aliuoft  incorruptible.  They  bear  a  great  quantity  of  fmall 
acorns,  which  are  agreeable  food,  when  roafted,  and  from  which  the 
Indians  extraCl  a  fweet  oil,  \\hich  they  ufc  in  cooking  homminy  and 
rice. 

The  laurel  mngnolia  is  the  moft  beautiful  among  the  trees  of  the 
forefl,  and  is  ulvially  one  bundled  feet  high,  though  fome  are  much 
higher.  The  trunk  h  pertoi'^ily  ercrt,  riling  in  the  form  of  a  beau- 
tiful column,  and  fupporting  a  head  like  an  obtufe  cone.  The 
flowers  are  on  the.  extremities  of  the  branches ;  are  large,  white, 
and  expanded  like  a  rofe,  and  are  the  largell  and  moft  complete  of 
any  ytt  known;  whcr\  fully  expanded,  they  are  from  fix  to  nine 
inches  diameter,  and  have  a  mofl  ilciicious  fragiance.  The  cyprefs 
U  the  larked  of  the  i^meri';an  trees.  *^  I  have  ften  trunks  of  thefe 
*♦  trees,"  hy:,  Dartrum,  "  that  would  r?!ealiire  eight,  ten,  and  twelve 
**  feet  in  diameter,  for  forty  and  fifty  feet  ftraight  fliaft."  The  trunks 
make  exceilent  fliingles,  boards,  and  other  timber ;  and  when  hoU 
lowed,  make  durable  and  convenient  canoes.  "  When  the  plaiiters 
*'  fell  thefe  iriigfitv  trees,  they  raife  a  ftage  around  them,  as  high  as 
"  to  reach  abo\*c  the  butticiTes ;  on  this  ftage  eight  or  ten  negroes  af- 
"  cend  with  their  axes,  and  fall  to  work  round  its  trunk." 

The  intervals  between  the  hiliy  part  of  this  country  are  extremely 
rich,  and  produce  fpontaneouily  the  fruits  and  vegetables  that  are 
common  to  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas.  But  this  country  is  rendered 
Taluablein  a  peculiar  manner  by  its  extenlive  ranges  for  cattle. 

St.  Auguftine,  the  capital  of  Eaft-Florida,  is  fituated  on  the  fea 
coal!',  latitude  2(f  45' ;  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  interfefted  by 
four  ftreet?,  which  cut  each  other  at  right  angles.  The  town  is  for- 
tified with  baftions,  and  inclofed  with  a  ditch  :  it  is  likewife  defended 
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W  a  callle,  called  fort  St.  John,  which  is  well  appointed  as  to  ord- 
nance. The  north  and  I'outh  breakers,  at  the  entrance  of  the  har^ 
bour,  form  two  channels,  \yhole  bars  have  eight  fee:  water. 

The  principal  town  in  Well- Florida  is  renihcola,  latitude  30°  22', 
It  lies  along  tlie  beach,  and,  like  St.  Auguiliiie,  i"?  of  an  obionu;  form. 
The  water  approaches  to  the  town  except  tor  in^.all  velFels,  are  ob- 
ftiufttd  by  a  low  and  fandy  fliore.  The  bay,,  however,  on  which 
tiie  town  ihuids,  f^rms  a  very  lominodious  harbour,  and  veHels  may 
ride  there  fecyre  from  every  wind.  The  exports  from  this  town, 
Lorifiliing  of  Ikins,  logwood,  dying  flutf,  and  fdver  dollars,  amounted, 
while  in  the  polfeflion  of  the  Britifli,  on  an  average,  to  (ixty-threa 
thoufand  pounds  annually;  the  average  value  of  imports,  for  threes 
yciirs,  from  Great- Kritain,  ua.>  ninety-ieven  thoufand  pounds. 
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X-rfOIJISTAVA  is  hoimclod  by  the  MifTulippi,  oathe  cafl;  by  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  I'oiith  ;  by  Ncw-Mexiro,  on  ihc  ueft  ;  r.tid 
runs  iiitlLfinirciy  nmrh.  lender  tbe  French  government  Loiiiliaiia 
wichidcd  l^otli  lides  of  the  Miilillipni,  froin  its  month  to  tiu-  ilhuoH, 
and  back  from  the  livcr,  enfr  and  '.veil  indellnitely. 

The  Miiliirppi,  on  wliich  the  fine  (:nur)try  of  I  onifirinn  is  fitunt(;d» 
was  fiifl  difcoveredbv  Fcrdi.'nnd  dc  iioto,  in  i  ;4i,  Mcmficiir  d^  la 
Salic  was  tiie  iirft  who  travel,  ir.  He,  in  tlie  yenr  1682,  having 
paflcd  down  to  the  mouth  ol' the  MilliiTippi,  and  I'urveyed  the  adjacent 
country  returned  to  Canada,  from  whence  he  took  palTagc  to  France, 

From  the  flattering  accounts  wliich  he  gave  of  the  country,  and 
the  confequential  advantages  that  would  accrue  from  fettling  a  co- 
lony in  thofe  parts,  Louis  XIV.  was  induced  to  eftablilh  a  company 
for  the  purpofe.  Accordingly  a  fquadron  of  four  \ciicl3,  amj^Iy  pro-* 
vided  with  men  and  provifions,  under  the  command  of  Monficur  dc 
la  Salle,  embarked,  with  an  intention  of  lettlinr^  near  the  mouth  of  the 
IMilTilTippi  ;  but  he  unintentionally  failed  a  hundred  leagues  to  the 
uelhvard  of  it,  where  he  attempted  to  tflablilli  a  colony  ;  but 
through  the  unfavourablenefs  of  the  climate,  moll  of  his  men  mife-' 
jably  periflied,  and  he  himfelf  was  villanoufly  luurdered,  not  long 
nfter,  by  two  of  his  own  men.  Monfieur  Ibberville  fucceeded  him 
in  his  laudable  attempts.  He,  after  two  fiiccefsful  voyages,  died 
while  preparing  for  a  third.  Crci:at  fucceeded  him  ;  and  in  17 12, 
the  king  gave  him  Louifiana.  This  grant  continued  but  a  fliort  time 
after  the  death  of  Louis  XIV,  In  1763,  Louifiana  was  ceded  to  the 
king  of  Spain,  to  whom  it  now  belongs. 

This  country  is  interfered  by  a  number  of  fine  rivers,  among 
which  are  the  St.  Francis,  which  empties  into  the  MilTilfippiat  Kap- 
pas Old  fort,  navigable  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred 
miles ;  its  courfe  is  nearly  parallel  with  the  MiflilTippi,  and  from 
twenty  to  thirty  miks  diftant  from  i^ ;     the  Natchitoches,   whicl\ 
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empties  into  the  MilTillippi  above  i\)int  Coupee  ;  tlie  Adnyes  or 
Mexicano  river,  tinptyiny;  into  tlie  gulpli  of  Tvlcxico';  and  the  river 
Kougt;,  on  which,  it  is  well  known,  arc  as  rich  filvor  mines  as  any  in 
Mexico.  This  is  fnppoled  to  be  one  principal  rcafon  why  tlio 
cxchilive  navigation  of  the  Milfilfippi  has  been  fo  much  infilled  on  by 
bpain. 

Louiliana  rs  agreeably  fituated  between  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold  ;    its  cHmate   varies  as  it  extends  towards   the  north.     The 
fuiuhern  parts,  lying  within  tlie  reach  of  the  refrcfliing  breezes  from 
tlu?  fe;i,  are  not  icorched  like  ihofe  under  the  fame  latitudes  in  Africa; 
and  its  northern  regions  arc  colder  than  thofe  of  Europe  under  the 
iame  parallels,  with  a  wholclimie  ferene  air.     To  ju(',',e  of  the  pro- 
duce to  be  exjjefted  from  the  foil  of  L.ouifiana,  we  fliouldt;un  our  eyes 
t>  Egypt*  Arabia  Felix,  Perfiii,  India,  China,  and  Japan,  all  lying 
ill  correfponding  latitudes.     Of  theie,  China   alone  lias  a  tolerable 
government ;  and  yet  it  mnll  be  acknowledged,  they  all  aie,  or  have 
bi;en,  famous  for  .their  liches  and  fcrtiliry.     From  the  favour.ibienels 
of  the  climate,  two  annual  crops  of  Indian  corn  may  be  produced; 
and  the  foil,  \^■itll   little  cultivation,  would  furnifli  grain  of  every 
kinii  in  the  greated  abuncbnce.     The  timber  is  as  fine  as  any  in  the 
work!,  and  the  (luauiitifs  of  live  oak,  afh,  nuilberry,  walnut,  cherry, 
cypreis,    anU  cedar,    are  aftonifhing.     The  neighbourhood   of  the 
Miliiifijjpi,  bi-fidts,  furnilhcs  the  richelt  fruits  in  great  vaiiety ;  the 
foil  is  particularly  adaj^ted  to  hemp,  tlax,  and  tobacco ;  and  indigt* 
i-  at  this  time  a  Itapls  ccmuodity,  which  commonly  yields  the  planter 
three  or  four  cuttings  a  year.    In  a  word,  whatever  is  rich  and  rare 
in  the  mod  defirahle  clim;!tes  in  Europe,  feenii  to  be  the  fpontaneous 
produ«flio!iof  this  delightful  country.    The  MiflJlTippi  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Likes  furnifli  in  great  plenty  feveral  forts  of  fifli,  particularly 
perch,  pike,  fturgcon,  and  eels. 

In  thenrrthern  part  of  Louifiana,  forty-five  mile?  below  the  n;oiu^ 
of  tlieOhio  river,  on  the  weft  bank  of  the  MiHiffippi,  a  ftttlementis 
comnicnced,  conducted  by  Colonel  Morgan,  of  N'cw-Jerfcy,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Spaniih  king.  The  fpot  on  which  the  city  is 
propofed  to  be  built,  is  culled  New- Madrid,  after  the  capital  of  Sph:[^ 
aiid  is  in  north  latitude  36-  jo'. 

The  limits  of  the  new  city  of  Madrid  are  to  extend  four  miles  fotith, 
and  two  miles  well  from  the;  river,  fo  as  to  crof;  a  beautiful,  livirig^ 
deep  lake,  of  tl:e  pureft  fpring  water,  one  hm  d red  yard>  wide,  and 
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fcvcral  miles  in  lcnp;th,  emptying  itf'cff,  by  a  conftant  rapid  narrow 
ftream,  thrmigh  the  center  of  the  city.  The  banks  of  this  lake, 
Xvliich  is  called  St.  Annis,  arc  high,  beautiful,  and  pleafant ;  the 
waters  deep,  clear,  and  fwect ;  the  bottom  a  clear  fand,  free 
from  woods,  fliriihs,  or  other  vegetables,  and  well  ftored  with 
fifli.  On  cac  h  fide  of  this  dclighttul  lake  Urcets  arc  laid  out,  one 
hiuidred  feet  wide,  and  a  rond  is  to  be  continued  round  it  of  the  fame 
breadth;  and  the  rroci  arc  direrled  to  be  prcfervcd  for  ever,  for  the 
health  and  plcafur e  r,f  the  citizens.  A  ftrcet  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  wide,  on  the  b.ir.ks  of  the  Mi'Jiirippi,  is  laid  out,  and  the  lacg 
are  dirt<^ed  to  be  prefcrved  for  the  fame  purpole.  Twelve  acres,  in 
a  central  p.irt  of  the  city,  nre  to  be  irfbrved  in  like  manner,  to  be  or- 
hamentfd,  regulated,  and  im|)roved  by  the  magiftrary  of  the  city  for 
public  walkr, ;  and  n)'ty  half  acre  lots  foroihcr  public  ulcs;  and  one 
lot  of  twelve  acres  f -r  the  ling's  ufe. 

New-Madrid,  fro:!!  its  local  fituation  and  adventitious  privileges, 
ts  irt  rt  j)rofj)C(fb  of  bciiig  the  great  emporium  of  the  weftern  country, 
unlcfs  the  free  navigation  of  the  MiflilUppi  flmuld  be  opened  to  the 
United  States:  and  even  Ihcuid  this  defired  event  take  place,  which 
probably  will  nor  wuhtnita  niptnre  with  Spain,  this  mull  be  a  place 
of  great  t)'ade.  Tor  here  nil!  naturally  centei  the  iniir.enfe  (juanti- 
ties  of  pn'dnce  that  will  be  borne  down  the  Illinois,,  the  iMiiliirippi, 
the  Ohio,  and  their  varion .  bi-'uiches;  and  if  thi^  carriers  can  find  as 
^ood  a  market  for  their  cargoes  h^Me,  as  at  N'ew-Orleans,  or  th?; 
VVcft-Indies,  and  cm  procure  the  articles  they  defire,  thcv  will  gladly 
fave  themfelvcs  the  dslliculties  and  dangers  of  nav.gatnig  the  Jong 
Miffill-ppi. 

The  country  )n  tlic  vicinity  of  thin  intended  city  is  rcprefented  a? 
excellent,  in  maiiy  parts  beyond  deiVriprion.  The  natural  growth 
confifrs  of  nuilbi ny,  iocuil,  IhilalVr;,  vvahmt,  hircory,  oak,  :i!h, 
dog  wood,  Sic.  with  one  or  more  ;;i'(pe  vinfh  i  nnning  Uj>  almoin 
every  tree;  the  giijpes  yield,  from  experimcnJ,  ^.ood  red  wine,  in 
plenty  niid  with  lilile  Ir.bour.  In  {o\.\e.  of  the  low  grounds  grow 
large  cyprcfs  trots.  The  eo'ititry  is  interlpcifed  ui.'h  piaii'ies,  and 
now  and  then  a  cane  patch  of  one  hundred,  and  fome  of  one  thoufand 
acres.  Thcfe  praines  have  no  trees  on  rhcm,  but  arc  fertile  in  grafs, 
flowering  plants,  ftrawberries,  S.c  and)  when  cultivated,  produce  good 
crops  of  wheat,  barley,  Indiar.  corn,  flax,  hcmj),  and  tobacco,  and 
are  cafily  tilled.  The  climate  is  faid  to  be  favourable  for  health,  and 
to  the  culture  of  fruits  of  various  kind-,  r.nd  parlivululy  for  garden 
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regetableSt  Iron  and  leml  niin.s,  .i.id  f.ilt  fi)ilng5,  it  l.  alTcrtcd,  arc 
found  in  fuch  plenty  as  to  altord  an  abundant  fiipj  ly  of  thcfc  ncccf- 
fary  articles.  The  banks  of  the  INJillillijipi,  fjr  many  lc.i;;uc3  in  ex- 
tent, commencing  about  twenty  miles  above  the  moutli  ot"  Ohio, 
are  a  continued  chain  of  limc-flone.  A  fine  traft  of  hip,h,  rich, 
Icvcllnnd,  vS.  W.  by  W.  and  N.  W.  of  New-Madrid,  rbout  twenty- 
five  miles  wide,  extends  (juire  to  the  river  St.  Francis. 

It  has  been  i'uppofed  by  fome,  that  all  fettlcrs  who  go  beyond  the 
MiiTiflippi  wili  be  forever  loft  to  the  United  States.  There  is,  wc 
believe,  little  danijer  of  this,  provided  they  arc  not  provoked  to 
withdraw  their  fricnddiip.  The  emigrants  will  be  made  up  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  They  will  carry  along  with  them  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  their  hab  of  government,  relif;'on  and  edu- 
cation ;  and  as  they  are  to  be  indulgoil  with  religious  freedom,  and 
with  the  privilege  of  making  their  own  laws,  and  of  condui^ing  edu- 
cation upon  their  own  plans,  thefe  American  habits  will  undoubtedly 
be  cheriflied ;  if  fo,  they  will  be  Americans  in  fa(5>,  while  they  arc 
nominally  the  fubjeds  of  Spain. 

It  is  true,  Spain  will  draw  a  revenue  from  them,  but  in  return  they 
will  enjoy  peculiar  commercial  advantages,  the  benefit  of  which  will 
be  experienced  by  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  be  an  ample  com- 
penfatioa  for  the  lofs  of  lb  many  citizens  as  may  migrate  thither.  In 
fliort,  this  fettlement,  if  conduifled  with  judgment  and  prudence, 
might  be  mutually  ferviceable  both  to  Spain  and  the  United  States  ; 
it  might  prevent  jealouiles ;  lefTen  national  prejudices ;  promote  i"e- 
hgious  toleration;  preferve  harmony,  and  be  a  medium  oi'  trade  re- 
ciprocally advantageous. 

But  it  is  well  known  that  empire  has  been  travelling  from  eaft  to 
weft.  Probably  her  laft  and  broadeft  feat  will  be  America.  There 
the  fciences  and  arts  of  civilized  life  are  to  receive  their  highcll  im- 
provements:  there  ci\i  and  religious  liberty  are  to  flourifli,  un- 
checked by  the  cruel  hand  of  civil  or  ecckfialHcal  tyranny :  there 
genius,  aided  by  all  the  improvements  of  former  ages,  is  to  be 
exerted  in  humanizing  mankirui,  in  cxp  uiding  and  enriching  their 
minds  with  religious  and  philofophical  knowledge,  and  in  planning 
and  executing  a  form  of  government,  which  will  involve  all  the  cx- 
cellcr.cies  of  former  governments,  with  as  few  of  their  defeJls  as  is 
confiftent  with  the  imperteftion  of  human  affairs,  and  wliich  will  be 
calculated  to  protect  and  unite,  i;  i  manner  confillent  with  the  na- 
tural rights  of  mankind,  the  largeii  >  .npire  that  ever  exifted.    Elcva- 
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ted  with  thcfc  profpe<^s,  which  are  not  merely  the  vifions  of  fancf, 
we  cannot  but  anticipate  the  period,  as  not  fir  diftant,  when  the 
American  empire  will  coniprr-h  '  '  miUiotis  of  fouls  weft  of  the 
Mifljflippi.  Judj^ing  upon  pr  )^  m.'c  ^'rojuuls,  the  MiflilFippi  was 
never  defigned  as  the  weftern  bo.  (ulnry  of  the  American  empire. 
The  God  of  Nature  never  intended  that  feme  of  the  bcft  part  of  his 
earth  (hould  be  inhabited  by  ihe  fubjei'^s  of  a  monarch  four  thoufand 
miles  from  them.  And  we  may  venture  to  prcdiift,  that,  when  the 
rights  of  mankind  fhall  be  more  fully  known,  and  the  knowledge  of 
them  is  fall  increafing  Doth  in  Europe  and  America,  the  power  of 
European  potentates  will  be  confined  to  Europe,  and  their  prefcnt 
American  dominions  become,  like  the  United  States,  free,  fovereign, 
and  independent  empires. 

It  fecms  to  depend  on  a  timely  adoption  of  a  wife  and  liberal  po« 
licy  on  the  part  of  Spain,  whether  or  not  there  {hall  be  a  fpcedy  re- 
volution in  her  American  colonies.  It  is  aflcrted  by  the  beft  in- 
formed on  the  fubjedt,  that  there  arc  not  a  hundred  Spanifli  families 
in  all  Louifiana  and  Weft-Florida ;  the  bulk  of  inhabitants  are  French 
people,  who  are  inimical  to  the  Spaniards,  and  emigrants  from  the 
United  States,  and  a  few  Englifli,  Scots,  Dutch,  and  Irifli.  This 
was  the  cafe  in  1791  ;  and  as  all  emigrations  to  this  country  have 
fmce  been,  and  will  probably  in  future  be,  from  the  United  States» 
and  thefe  emigrations  are  numerous,  the  time  will  foon  come,  when 
the  Anglo  Americans  in  this  country  will  far  exceed  the  number  of 
all  other  nations. 

The  wretched  policy  of  New-Orleans,  unlefs  changed,  will  haflen 
a  revolution  in  the  Spanifli  colonies.     So  long  as  the  governor  can 
•li(f>ate  laws  and  difpcnfe  with  them  at  his  plcafure,  and  create  mo. 
nopolies  in  trade  for  his  own  and  his  favourites'  advantage,  as  is  now 
the  cafe,  there  can  be  no  (lability  in  the  commerce  of  this  place. 
The  exclufive  right,  even  of  fupplying  the  market  with  frefti  beef, 
pork,  veal,  mutton,  is  monopolized.    No  farmer  or  planter  is  al- 
lowed  to  kill  his  own  beet,  fwuie,  calf,  or  flicep,  and  fend  it  to 
market ;  he  muft  fell  it  to  the  king's  butcher,  as  he  is  called,  at  the  price 
he  [is  plealed  to  give  ;  and  this  man  retails  it  out  at  a  certain  price 
agreed  upon  by  the  governor,  in  juft  fuch  pieces  as  he  thinks  proper, 
through  a  window  or  grate.  Aflc  for  a  roafling  piece,  and  he  will  give 
you  a  fliin  or  brifket  of  beef;  point  to  the  piece  you  want,  and  he 
will  tell  you  it  is  engaged  to  your  fuperior.    From  fimilar  conduct, 
lurkit?  now  fell  for  lour  or  ftvc  dollars  a  piece,  which,  under  the 

french 
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French  government,  were  in  abundance  for  half  a  dollar.  The  mo- 
nopoly of  flour  is,  if  polTible,  on  ftill  a  worfe  *"ooting  for  the  inhabi- 
tant ;  atid  the  toba«co  infpci'tioti  yet  more  difcouraging  to  the  planter. 
The  GOVERNOR,  or  tl>i  irowHy  as  it  is  ca/le/f,  muft  have  an  undefined 
advantage  in  every  thing.  Hence  all  are  ripe  for  a  revolution  the  mo- 
ment one  fliall  offer  witn  profpcifl  of  being  fupported,  whether  it 
iliall  come  from  the  United  States,  England,  France,  or  internally 
from  the  inhabitants. 

It  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fixrd  rcfolution  of  the  Britidi  miniflry  to 
fcizc  on  New-Orlcans,  in  the  firft  inftancc,  in  cafe  a  rupture  with 
.Spain  had  taken  place,  as  a  necefTary  prelude  to  an  attack  on  the 
Spanifli  polTctrions  in  the  Well-Indies  and  on  the  main.  For  this 
purpoic  every  bend  of  the  river,  every  bay  and  harbour  on  the  coaft, 
have  been  furveycd  and  founded  with  the  utmoft  exai^nefs,  niid 
all  of  them  are  better  known  to  the  Britiflithan  to  the  Spaniards  them- 
felves. 

Whilft  the  United  States  were  engaged  in  the  revolution  war 
rgainft  England,  the  Spaniards  attacked  and  poflefled  themfelves  of 
all  the  Englifli  pofts  and  fctilcments  on  the  MiffiHippi,  from  the 
Iberville  up  to  the  Yazoo?  river,  including  the  Natchez  country  ;  and 
by  virtue  of  this  conqueft  are  now  peopling  and  governing  an  extent 
of  country  three  degrees  north  of  the  United  States'  louth  boundary, 
and  claiming  authority  which  no  treaties  warrant.  This  alone  will 
probably  be  deemed  fufticient  caufe  for  the  United  States  to  join 
with  any  other  power  againft  Spain,  the  firft  opportunity,  as  they 
conceive  thefe  territories  belong  to  them  by  treaty.  In  fuch  cafe, 
the  Kentucky  country  alone  could,  in  one  Jweek,  raife  a  fufficient 
force  to  conquer  all  the  Spanifli  pofleflions  on  the  Miffiflippi ;  whilft 
one  thoufand  men  would  be  equal  to  defend  the  whole  country  of 
New-Orleans  and  Louiiiana  from  any  enemy  approaching  it  by  fea. 
The  greater  a  hortile  fleet  entering  the  Miffiflippi,  the  greater  and 
more  certain  would  be  their  deftrudion,  if  oppofed  by  men  of  know- 
ledge and  refolution.* 

Nenr- 

^  The  following  ixtrait  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  New-Orleans,  dated  Scp- 
tcmlier,  1790,  contains  much  ufeful  infoimation,  in  canfirmation  of  the  above  : 

«  When  I  left  you  and  my  other  friends  at  Baltimore,  laft  year,  I  promifed  to  writ* 
to  you  by  every  opportunity,  and  to  communicate  to  you  every  information  which  I 
could  Jciive  from  my  excurfion  to  the  Ohio,  down  that  bcAutiful  ftrcam,  dutinj  my  ftay 
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y6  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

New-Orelansflandson  the  eafl  fide  of  the  Miffiffippi,  one  hundred 
and  five  miles  from  its  mouth,  in  latitude  30°  a' north.    In  the  begin- 
ning 

at  Kentucky  and  the  weftern  pofts,  my  vifit  to  the  Illinuit  and  the  different  fcttlemmw 
on  the  MilFidippi,  from  thence  down  to  New-Orleans. 

"  As  I  have  devoted  more  than  twelve  months  in  making  this  tour,  with  the  deter- 
mination to  juilj;c  for  myfdf,  and  to  give  you  and  my  other  friends  information  to  be 
depended  upon,  rejjarding  the  climritc,  f:il,  natural  pioduflions,  population,  and  other 
Advantages  and  difudvanta<;es,  which  you  may  depend  nn  finding  in  the  country  I  have 
liaffcd  tlirough,  I  cannot,  within  ^hc  narrow  bounds  of  this  letter,  comply  with  my  in- 
rentjun,  and  your  wilh,  but  I  mull  bcj^  of  you  to  reft  fatiblied  with  what  follows : 

*       >^      'If      =i-      ■*      •:t-       I.        »       *  '-ii      *       *       •!'■-      *       *      -r      *      •*      *      * 

"  Nearly  oppofitc  to  Louifvilic  r.  a  flnckiJc  fort,  ganifoncd  by    two  companies  of 
the  firft  United  States  regimcrr-.     What  uff  thispoil  is  of,  1  never  could  learn. — It  is  a 
mere  hofpital  in  the  fumraer   feafnn,  and  tli«  grave  of  brave  men,  who  might  be  ufe- 
hilly  employed  tllewhcre.     Fort  llarmar  is  as  rcmarka!  ly  healthful ;  fo  is  the  New- 
England  fcttlemeut  at  Mulkiii;;iitn  ;  and  I  il.iak  the  Miami  fcttlemcnt  will  be  healthful 
when  the  people  have  the  comions  of  goad  liviiiL-  aboai  tlicm  ;  at  pnrfent  they  arc  the 
ptioreil  among  tht  poor  emigrants  to  this  <:ountrv,  r,nd  not  the  bcft  managers.     Below 
the  falls,  on  the  wcff   fijc,  is  a    miferr.blc  Icttlcmcnt,   called  Clarkfville,    frequently 
flooded,  rind   compofed  of  a  people  v.  ho  cannct  better  themftlvcs  at  prcfent,  or  I  fuppofe 
they  would  not  continue  here.     l-v^.m  the;u';  I  ni.idcan  cxcurfion   by  land  to  Poft  Vin- 
■fcnt,  diftant  about  one  hun,!ri.d  miles  ;   the  fort  lierc  is  garrifoncd  by  two  companies,  at 
great  cxpcnfp,  but   liulc  ufe.     Not  liking  rtic  ctantryon  account  of  the  many  hoftile 
Hci^,bbi)uring  Indian-,  I   liaitcncd  out  of  it.  and  went  with  a  party  of  Frenchmen  t» 
Kaikafiiias,  in  the  Illinois  country,  and  vili'ed  Prairie  dcs.  Rochcrs,  St.  Philip's,  Bfllle 
Fontaine,  and  Ki-.^okia  ;   from  wi.e.icc  makinj  up  a  party  to  purfue  fomc  hoftilc  Kuka- 
poo5,  and  lltcrinj;  due  cai^,  we  fc!'  on  ti.i.-  b.Md  waters  of  the  Kalkafkia  river,  whicli  wc 
croflcd  at  ((line  diilaiia'.     This  it  a  dc!i;hifui  country!  On  our  return  to  Kahokia,  I 
croflKl  over  to  St.  Lnviis,  on  t!.t  I'paniih  f;de,  but  I  did  pot  proceed  far  into  the  country ; 
what  1  did  lee  I  did  not  lii;c,  and  ihc.efore  bou-jht  a  canoe  and  went  down  the  Miffiflippi 
to  St.  Genevieve  and  the  Sa'ine.     Not  WlHg  plcafed  with  thefe  places,  nor  the  country 
around,  I  cinbrattd  il.?  conjpuiy  of  I'onie  French  hunters  and  traders  going  towards  the 
St.  Francis  river,  in  a  foutli-'.vcft  dirciniuii  f.cm  St.  Genevieve.     After  travelling  thirty 
fTiiks  nearly,   I  came  to  a  I'wect  country  ;   hcie  meeting  with  fomc  Shawancfe  Indians 
goi'ii^  to  I'Ancc  la  Graifc,  and   New-Madiid,  I   made  them  a    fin'all  prcfent,  and  en- 
jagtd  thtm  to  efcort  mc  there,  which  they  did  through  a  country  fine  and  beautiful  be- 
yond dcfcription  ;    variegated  by  fmall  hills,  beautiful  timber,  and  extenlivc  plains  of 
luxuriant  foil.     Jlere  the  Spaniards  are  building  a  handfomc  fort,  to  encourage  the  fct- 
tlcment  by  American?,  on  a  plan  of  0)loncl  Morgan's,  of  Ncw-Jerfry,  which,  had  it 
Lctn  parfucd,    in  prop^^fcd  by  l;im,  would  l.avc  made  this  the  fiift  in  all  the   wcftsrn 
country  ;  bat   they  have  deviated  from  it,  fo  much  as  to  difcouragc  the  fcttlemcnt,  and 
many  hive  left  it.     Thcbankcof  the  MiJiiHppi   overflow  above   and   below  the    town, 
kvit  the  cou:;try  back  fioni  the  river  ii  incomparably  beautiful  and  fine,     I  made  a 
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r.inffof  the  year  1787  it  containal  about  one  thoufind  one  hundred 
hotifes,  reven-eights  of  which  were  confuined  by  fire  in  the  fpace 
of  five  hours,  on  the  19th  of  JsJar.h,  1788.  It  is  now  rebuilt.  Its 
advantages  for  trade  are  very  great.  Situated  on  rf  noble  river,  in 
a  fertile  and  healthy  country,  within  a  week's  fail  of  Mexico  by 
fen,  and  as  near  to  the  Britifh,  French,  and  Spanifli  Welt-India 
iflands,  with  a  moral  certainty  of  its  becoming  the  general  receptacle 
for  the  produce  of  that  extenfive  and  valuable  country,  on  the  Mif- 
filfippi  and  Ohio  ;  tliefe  circumtlances  are  fuflicient  to  enfure  its  fu- 
ture prowth  and  commerci.il  importance. 

The  greater  part  of  the  white  inhabitants  are  Roman  Catholics  ; 
they  are  governed  by  a  viceroy  from  Spain ;  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants is  unknown. 

tour  back  to  the  river  St.  Francis,  di?.iiir  about  twenty-ci^hr  or  fliiity  miles,  aud  re- 
turned by  another  route  more  foiitliwan!,  t(i  my  great  fatisfailion,  E^prclFing  to  fomc 
»f  the  peojilc,  at  New-Madrid,  my  furprii'c  at  Colonel  S  '  '-'^'s  account  of  this  country, 
1  was  told  rhit  he  never  went  one  hundred  yards  back  from  the  river,  cither  on  the 
Ohio  or  MifTiinpfi,  cxrcpt  once,  and  that  v/as  at  I'Ancc  la  Graifc,  wheicahortc  was 
pio>iJ''d  fur  him,  and  he  rode  hftcen  or  twenty  miles,  and  returned  fo  enraptmcd  with 
the  countiv,  that  he  would  not  lillen  to  the  prjpofcd  fcttlcmcnt  of  New- Madrid  being 
fixed  at  any  other  place  ;  and  he  a.5\ually  applied  to  Colonel  Morgan  for  forty  furvcys, 
moll  of  wbicli  were  executed  ;  and  Ik- entered  into  obligations  for  fctt'cmcnta  thereon  ; 
but  the  Coh.nel  refufuig  to  grant  him  three  iiundred  acres  of  the  town  lots,  for  a  farm, 
as  it  would  be  injurious  to  other  applicants  of  equal  merit,  S* '^■''  fwore  he  would  do 
rvcrv  thing  in  his  power  to  injure  Morgan  and  the  fettlement  ;  which  it  fccms  he  has 
endeavoured  to  do,  to  the  ruin,  however,  of  hib  own  reputation.  I  am  Litified  that 
cue  failure  of  this  fettlomcnt  is  only  owing  to  a  narrow  policy  in  the  Spai'.Kh  govcni- 
tiieut,  or  to  a  deviation  from  their  tirlf  plan,  and  not  fron;  the  caufcs  reprcfentcd  bv  its 
e'lemies.  This  is  the  counry,  of  all  others,  I  have  lecn,  whi^h  I  would  wllh  tj 
fcitle  in,  had  Colonel  Morgan's  plan  been  adopted,  or  carried  ii\to  execution ;  and 
ti.oufaiids  among  the  btll  people  of  the  weflern  country  would  already  h:\ve  been 
fettled  here.  Why  it  was  nut,  I  knov,  not ;  but  I  a.ii  told  jcaloufy  of  liii  fucccfs  was 
the  caufe. 

"  After  rontinuing  two  months  in  this  deliglitful  countn,-,  T  proceeded  ...c  Natchez, 
wl'.ich  has  already  become  a  confidcrable  I'ctrlcni'ut,  and  i .  now  under  the  government  of 
Don  Gayofo,  a  man  greatly  beloved  ;  tut  tne  Spanilh  government,  though  I  ihi»/i  ic 
liberal  at  prefcnt,  will  not  long  agree  with  Amcncan  ideas  of  liocity  and  jurtice; 
and  a  revolution  is  now  in  embryo,  whicl.  a  fmall  mrittcr  will  blow  to  a  flame;  and 
New-Orleans  iifelf  will  be  at  the  uKir^-  of  new  luVe>5\i,  if  juined  bjr  a  handful  i*f  lite 
Kentucky  people, 
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IiXICO  is  fitiiated  between  9"  nnd  40**  north-latitude,  and  i8* 
and  50"  weft-Ion ff'tude.  Tts  length  is  two  thoiifand  one  hundred 
miles,  and  breadth  one  thoufand  fix  hundred.  It  is  bcnndedon  the 
north,  by  unknown  regions  ;  on  the  eaft,  by  Louifmna  and  the  gulpli 
of  Mexico  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  iflhrnus  ofDaricn,  which  feparates 
it  from  Terra  Firina  in  South-America ;  and  on  the  well,  by  the 
Pacific  ocean. 

This  vaft  country  is  divided  into  three  grand  divifions,  viz. 
I.  Old-Mextco.  a.  New-Mexico  Proper.  3.  Cahforina, 
lying  on  the  weft,  and  a  peninfula. 

O  L  D-M  E  X  1  C  O. 

The  ancient  kingdom  of  iMcxico,  properly  fo  called,  was  divided 
into  feveral  provinces,  of  which  the  vale  of  Mexico  itfeif  was  the 
fineft  in  every  refpedt.  This  vale  is  fmroiindcdby  verdant  mountains, 
mcafuring  iipwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence at  their  bafe.     A  great  part  of  it  is  occupied  by  two  lakes,  the 
upper  one  of  frefli  water,  but  the  lower  one  brackifli,  communica- 
ting with  the  former  by  moans  of  a  canal.     All  the  water  running 
from  the  mountains  is  coUeiSled  in  this  lower  lake,  on  account  of  its 
being  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley  ;  hence  it  was  ready,  when  fwcllol 
by  extraordinary  rain,  to  overflow  the  city  of  Mexico.    This  delight- 
ful region  contained  the  three  imperial  cities  of  Mexico,  Acolhuacan, 
and  Tlacopan  :  befidos  forty  others,  with  innumerable  villages  and 
hamlets  ;  but  the  moft  confiderable  of  thefe,  according  to  Clavigero, 
now   fcarcely  retain  one  twentieth  part  of  their  former  magnificence. 
The  principal  inland  provinces  to  the  northward  were  the  Otomies ; 
to  the  fouth-weft  the  Malatzincas  and  Cuitlatecas ;  to  the  fouth  the 
Tlahuicas  and  Cohuixcas ;  to  the  fouth-eaft,  after  the  dates  of  itzo- 
can,  Jauhtepnc,  Qua\ihquccollon,    Atlixco,   Tehuacan,   and  otlicrs, 
were  the  great  provinces  of  theMixtecas,  the  Zapotecas,  and  the 
Chiapauecas ;  towards  the  eaft  were  the  provinces  of  Tepayacac,  the 
Popolocas,  and  Totonacas.  The  inaritinie  provinces  on  the  Mexican  , 
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•ulf  were  Coatzacualco  and  Cuetlachtlan,  called  by  the  Spaniard* 
Cotafta.  On  the  Pacific  ocean  were  thofe  of  Coliman,  Z:>catol!an, 
Tototepec,  Tccuantcpec,  and  Zoconochco. 

The  province  of  the  Otomies  began  in  the  northern  part  of  the  vale 
of  Mexico,  extending  through  the  mountains  to  the  north,  to  the 
diibnce  of  ninety  miles  from  the  city  of  Mexico  ;  the  principal  citic* 
being  Tollan,  or  Tula,  and  Xilotepec  :  the  latter  made  the  capital  of 
the  country  by  the  Spaniards.  Beyond  the  fettlements  of  the  Otomies, 
the  country  for  more  than  a  thoulhnd  miles  in  extent  was  inhabited 
only  by  barbarous  and  wandering  lavages. 

The  Malatzinca  province  contained  the  valley  of  Tolocan,  and  all 
the  country  from  Taximaroa  to  the  frontier  of  the  kingdom  of  Mi- 
chuacan.  The  valley  of  Tolocan  is  upwards  of  forty  miles  long  from 
fouth-eaft  to  north-wefl,  and  thirty  in  breadth,  where  broadeft.  Its 
principal  city,  named  alfo  Tolocan,  is  fitnated  at  the  foot  of  a  high 
mountain  covered  withfnow,  thirty  miles  diftant  from  Mexico. 

The  country  of  the  Cuitlatecas  extended  from  north-eaft  to  fouth- 
weft,  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles,  extending  as  far  as  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Their  capital  was  named  Mexcaltepec,  once  a  great  and  po- 
pulous city,  fitnated  upon  the  fea  coaft,  but  of  which  the  ruins  are 
now  fcarcely  vifible.  That  of  the  Tlahuiras  was  named  Quauhna- 
huac,  and  fituated  about  forty  niiles  to  the  fouthward  cf  Mexico.  The 
province  extended  almoft  fixty  miles  fouthward,  commencing  from 
the  fouthern  mountains  of  the  vale  of  Mexico. 

The  country  of  the  Cohuixcas  extended  on  the  fouthward  as  far  as 
the  Pacific  ocean,  through  that  part  where  at  prefent  the  port  and 
city  of  Acapulco  lie.  It  was  divided  into  the  ftates  of  Tzompanco, 
Chilapan,  Tlapan,  andTiftla;  ^! -^latter  a  very  hot  and  v.nwholefomc 
country.  To  this  province  bel'igsd  a  place  named  Tlachco,  cele- 
brated for  its  filver  mines. 

The  province  of  the  Mixtera::;  e:.iended  from  Acatlan,  a  place 
diftant  about  one  hundred  and  'j.veniy  miles  from  Mexico,  as  far  as 
the  Pacific  ocean  towards  the  uuth-ealt.  Tne  inhabitants  cairied  on 
a  confiderable  commerce,  and  had  feveral  well-inhabited  cities  and 
villages.  To  the  eaft  of  the  Mixtecas  were  the  '/  'potecas,  fo  called 
from  their  capital  Teotzapotlan,  In  their  diftrict  was  the  valley  of 
Huaxyacac,  now  Oaxaca,  or  Guaxaca. 

The  province  of  Mazatlan  lay  to  the  nortiuvard  of  the  Mixtecas ; 
and  to  the  northward  and  eaftward  of  the  Zap^ytecas  was  Chimantla, 
having  their  capitals  of  the  fame  name  with  thsir  provinces.    The 
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Chiapanecas,  Zoqiii,  and  Qvieleni,  were  the  laft  of  the  Mexican  pro- 
vinces towards  the  fouth-eaft.  On  the  fide  of  the  mountain  Popoca- 
tepcc,  and  around  it,  lay  fcvcral  ftates,  of  which  the  mod  confide- 
rablc  were  Cholallan  and  Hucxotzinco.  Thefe  two  having,  with  the 
alliftanceof  theTlalicalans,  fliaken  ofFthe  IMexican  yoke,  re-eftabli(hed 
their  former  ariftocratical  government.  The  Cholulans  poiTefled  a 
fnnall  ham!et  called  Cuitlaxcoapan,  in  the  place  where  the  Spa- 
niards afterwards  founded  the  ciry  of  Aiigelopoli,  which  is  the  fecond 
of  New- Spain. 

To  the  eaftwnrd  of  Cholula  lay  a  confiderable  ftate  nnmed  Te- 
pcyacac  ;  and  beyond  that  the  Popolocas,  whofe  principal  cities  were 
Teramachalco  and  Quecliolac.  To  the  fouthward  of  the  Popolocas 
was  the  ilate  of  Talv.'acan,  bordering  r^on  the  country  of  the  Mix- 
tecas  ;  to  the  eaft,  ti.e  maritime  province  of  Cuetlachtlan  ;  and  to 
the  north,  tlie  Toion.icas.  Tlie  i-xtent  of  this  province  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  beginning  firam  the  fior.cier  of  Zacatlan,  a 
ftate  diflaiit  about  eighty  miles  from  the  court,  and  terminating  in 
the  gulf  of  itiexico.  HciiiKs  the  capital,  named  Mizquihuacan,  this 
Couni:ry  had  the  bea\itifnl  cuy  olCliciiipoallan,  fuuated  on  the  coaft 
of  the  gulf,  remarkable  for  beir,g  that  by  which  the  Spaniards  entered 
the  Mexican  empire. 

Coliman  was  the  moil  northerly  of  the  province  on  tlxe  Pacific  ocean ; 
the  capital,  named  aUo  Coliruan,  being  in  latitude  19,  longitude 
»y°2'.  Towarcib  tlie  fuijih-eall  was  the  province  of  Zacotlan,  with  its 
capital  of  the  fame  name;  then  came  the  coaft  of  the  Cuitlat.xas ; 
after  it  that  of  the  Cohuxicans,  in  vv  hich  was  the  celebrated  port  of 
Acapulco.  Tl;e  jopi  hnrdt^red  on  the  Cohuixca  coaft  ;  and  adjoin- 
ing to  that  the  Ivlixteca  country,  now  called  Xicayan  ;  next  to  that 
Tvas  the  large  province  of  Tecuantepec  ;  and  laftly,  that  of  Xocho- 
jiochco. 

This  province,  the  moft  foutht^ly  of  the  Mexican  empire,  was 
bounded  on  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft  by  the  country  of  Xochitepcr, 
which  did  not  belong  to  IMexico  ;  on  the  weft  by  Tecuantepec  ;  and 
on  the  i'outh  by  the  ocean.  The  capital,  called  alfo  Xoconochco,  was 
fituated  between  two  rivers,  in  14  degrees  of  latitude,  and  28^3' of 
longitude.  On  the  Mexican  gulf  there  were,  befides  the  country  of 
Totonccas,  the  provinces  of  Cuetlachtlan  and  Coatzacualco;  the  latter 
bounded  on  the  i"aft  by  the  "^tntjs  of  Tabafco,  and  the  peninfuia  of 
Yucatan.     The  province  of  Cuetlachtlan  comprehended  all  the  coaft 
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between  the  river  Alvarado  and  Antigua,  where  the  pruvince  of  the 
Totonecas  began. 

The  climate  ofthis  vaft  country  varies  much  according  to  the  fitua- 
tioii  of  its  different  parts.  The  maritime  places  are  hot,  unhealthy, 
and  moift  ;  the  heat  being  fo  great  as  to  caufe  people  to  fweat  even  in 
the  mor.th  of  January.  This  heat  is  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  the  flat- 
nei's  of  thi;  coalls,  and  the  accumulation  of  fand  upon  them.  The 
moiihuearifes  froin  the  vaft  evapm-atidu  from  the  fea,  as  well  as  from 
the  great  torrents  of  water  dcfccn^mg  f n  :n  the  mountai  is.  The 
lands  uhich  lie  in  the  neighbourhood  of  high  mou'.tam?  the  toj)s  of 
which  are  always  covered  with  fnow,  muft  of  necefli'y  L:  cold  ;  and 
Clavigero  informs  us,  that  he  has  been  on  a  mountain  not  more  than 
twenty-five  miles  dillant  from  the  city  of  Mexic;:,  where  there  was 
white  froft  and  ice  even  in  the  dog  davs.  '•  All  the  other  inland 
countries,"  fays  the  lame  autnor,  "  where  the  gieatell  population 
prevailed,  enjoy  a  climate  fo  mild  and  benigu,  that  they  neither  feel 
the  rigour  of  winter  nor  the  heat  of  fummer.  It  is  true,  in  many 
ofthe  coiintries,  there  is  frequendy  white  frdll  in  the  three  montlis 
of  December,  January,  and  l'"ebruary,  and  fometimes  even  it  fnows  ; 
hut  the  fmall  inconvenience  which  fuch  cold  nccalions,  continues 
only  till  the  rifing  fun  :  no  other  fire  than  his  rays  i->  necefiary  to  give 
warmth  in  winter  ;  no  other  relief  is  \r>!nted  in  the  feafon  of  heat  but^ 
the  (liade  :  the  fame  clothing  which  covers  men  in  the  dog-dnys, 
defends  thorn  in  January,  and  the  animals  lleep  all  the  year  under 
the  open  Iky. 

*'  This  n.ildnefs  and  agreeublenefs  of  climate  under  the  torrid 
2one  is  the  efl"e6t  of  feveral  natural  caufes  entirely  unknown  to  the 
ancients,  w  ho  did  not  believe  it  to  be  inhabited,  and  not  well  under- 
ftood  by  fome  moderns,  by  whom  it  is  believed  unfavourable  to  thofc 
jwholive  in  it.     The  purity  of  the  atmofphere,  the  fmaller  obliquity 
of  the  folar  rav?,  and  the  longer  ftay  of  thi^  luminary  above  the  ho- 
Irizori  in  winter,  in  comparifon  of  other  region  ^  farther  removed  from 
jthe  c(ju;!tf)r,  concur  to  lelfen  the  cold,  and  to  prevent  all  that  horror 
|\v!iich  disfigmes  the  face  of  nature  in  other  climes.     Duiingthat 
feaii)n  a  fcrtaie  flvv  and  the  natural  deli;;hts  of  tli*;  country  are  en- 
joyed ;  whereas   under  the  frigid,  and  even  for  the  moft  part  under 
i!^c  temperate  zones,  the  clouds;  rob  man  of  the  prof}  eft  of  heaven, 
and  the  fnow  buries  the  beautiful  produftions  of  the  eartii.    No  Ids 
Caiifes  comb'.ie  to  temper  the  heat  of  fummer.     The  pLr.tiful  fhowers 
k-hich  frequently  water  the  carfli  after  n.iJ-J.iy,  from  April  or  May, 
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to  Scptcnibcr  or  Oaober  ;  the  high  mountains,  continually  loaded 
with  fnow,  Icattered  here  and  there  through  the  country  of  Anahuac ; 
the  cool  winds  which  breathe  from  them  in  that  feafon  ;  and  th.c 
fliortcr  (lay  of  the  fun  abore  the  horizon,  compared  with  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  the;  temperate  zone,  transform  the  climes  of  thofc 
happy  countries  into  a  cool  and  cheerful  fpring.  But  the  agreeable- 
refs  of  the  climate  is  counterbalanced  by  thunder  ftorms,  which  arc 
frequent  in  fummer,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  moun- 
tain of  Tlafcala  ;  and  by  earthquakes,  which  are  at  all  times  felt, 
though  with  Icfs  danger  than  terror.  Storms  of  hail  are  neither  more 
frequent  nor  more  fevere  than  in  Europe." 

One  undoubted  inconvenience  which  Mexico  has,  is  that  of  volca- 
noes, of  which  Clavigero  enumerates  five.  One  named  by  the  Spa- 
niards Vulcon  d'Oi  i/caba,  is  higher  than  the  peak  of  Teneriffe,  ac 
cording  to  the  account  of  the  Jeiuit  Tallandier,  who  meafured  them 
both.  It  began  to  fend  forth  iinokc  in  the  year  1545,  and  continued 
burning  for  twenty  years,  but  has  not  difcovercd  any  fymptoms  ot 
eruption  fincc  that  time.  Jt  is  of  a  conical  figure,  and  by  reafon  of 
its  great  height,  may  be  feen  at  fifty  leagues  diflance.  The  top 
is  always  covered  with  fnow,  but  the  lower  part  with  woods,  u; 
pine  and  other  valuable  tin^ber.  'It  is  about  ninety  miles  to  the  eali- 
ward  ot^ho  capital. 

Two    other  n^ouiiiains,    named    Popocatepec '  and   Iztacciliuatl, 

which  lie  near  each  other,  at  the  dirtance  of  thirty-three  miles  to  th: 

foftth-eall  of  Mexico,    are  likcwife  furprifingly   high.     Clavigero 

i'uppofes  tlie  former  to  be  higher  than  the  higheft  of  the  Alps,  confi- 

cleririg  the  elevated  grouiul  on  which  the  bafe  of  it  ftands.     It  has  a 

crater  more  than  half  a  mile  wide ;  from  which,  in  the  time  of  the 

Mexican  kings,  great  quantities  of  fmoke  and  flame  iffiied.     In  the 

lart  century  it  frequently  threw  out  great  fliowers  of  aflies  upon  thf 

;idjaccnt  places  ;  but  in  this  century  liardly  any  fmokc  has  been  ob- 

lurved.     This  i-iuuntain  is  nanied  by  the  Spaniards  Volcan,  and  the 

other  Sierra  Nevada  :  the  latter  has  aifo  fometimes  c mitred  flame . 

Both  of  them  have  their  tops  always  covered  with  fnow  in  fuch  quaiv 

li  i.3,  that  the  maft'es  which  fill  down  upon  the  neighbouring  rocks ' 

fupply  the  citrs  of  Mexico,  Gelopoli,  Chohila,  and  all  the  adjacerii 

country   to  the  diftance  of  forty   miles,    with  that  commodity,  c; 

which  the  confumption  is  (0  great,  that  in  1746  the  import  upon  what 

was  conlumed  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufar.aj 

t'vo  hundred  and    twelve  Mexican  crowns  j    fome  years  after,  il 
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amounted  to  twenty  thoufand,  and  is  now  in  all  probability  a  girat 
(leal  mure.     Iklidcs  thefe,  there  arc  the  two  niountainb  of  Cnlimaa 
and  Tochtlan,  both  of  which  have  occafionaily  emitted  flanies.     Cla- 
vigero  does  not  include  in  the  lift  of  Mexican  volcanoes,  either  thofe 
of  Nicaragun  or  Giiatlmala,  becaufe  tht- fc  countries  were  not  fubjet't 
to  the  Mexican  fovereigns.     Thofe  of  Giiatimala  fometinies  break 
forth  in  a  moft  furious  m.uincr,  and  in  the  year  177  ^  entirely  de- 
flroyed  that  beautiful  city.    The  Nicaraguan  volcano,  called  Juruyo 
was  only  a  fmall  hill  before  the  year  1760.     In  that  year,  however, 
on  the  29th  of  September,  it  began  to  burn  with  fui  ious  explofions, 
ruining  entirely  the  fugar  work,  and  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Guacana :  and  from  that  time  continued  to  emit   fire  and  burning 
rocks  in  fuch  quantities,  that  the  erupted  matters  in  fix  years   had 
formed  them fe Ives  into  three  high  mountains,  nearly  fix  miles  in  cir- 
cumference.    During  the  time  of  the  fiift  erujJtion,  the  allies  were 
carried  as  far  as  the  city  of  Querctaro,  one  hniulred  and  fifty  miles 
diftant  from  the  volcano ;  and  at  \'alladolid,  dillant  lixty  miles  from  it, 
the  fliower  was  fo  abundant,  that  the  people  were  obliged  to  fwcep 
the  houfe  yards  two  or  three  tinges  a  day. 

Beiides  thefe  volcanoes,  there  arc  others  in  Mexico  of  a  very  re- 
markable height.  The  great  chain  of  mountains  called  tlie  Andes,  are 
continued  through  the  ifthmus  of  Panama,  and  throu^'h  all  Mexico, 
until  they  are  loft  in  the  unknown  mountains  of  the  north.  The 
nioft  confiderable  of  that  chain  is  known  in  Mexico  by  the  name  of 
Sierra  Madre,  particularly  in  Cinalo  and  Tarahumr.ia,  provinces 
no  lefs  than  one  thoufand  two  hundred  miles  diftant  from  tht  ca- 
pital. 

Mexico  is  well  watered  by  very  confiderable  rivefs,  though  none 
of  them  are  comparable  to  thofe  of  South-America.  Some  of  tiicie 
run  into  the  <);ulf  of  Mexico,  and  others  into  the  Pacific  ocean.  TiiC 
Alvarado  has  its  principal  fource  among  the  mountains  of  the  Zapo- 
tecas,  and  difcharges  itfelf  by  three  navigable  mouths  into  the  Mcxi- 
can  gulf,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  miles  from  Vera  Cruz.  The  Coat- 
-ocualco  rifes  among  the  mountains  of  the  Mixtecas,  and  empties 
itfelf  into  the  gulf  near  the  country  of  Onohualco.  The  river  Chia- 
pan,  which  likcwife  runs  into  this  gulf,  rifes  among  the  mountains 
which  feparatc  the  diftrift  of  Chiapan  from  that  of  Guatimala.  The 
Spaniards  call  this  river  Tabafco,  by  which  name  they  alfo  c.-llcd  that 
tn\(\  of  land  which  unites  Yucatan  to  tht  Mexican  continent.    It  was 
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alfo  called  Grijalva,  from  the  name  of  the  commander  of  the  SpaniHi 
fleet  uho  diftovcred  it. 

The  moft  celebrated  cf  the  rivers  which  run  into  the  Pacific  ocean, 
is  that  called  by  the  Spimiards  Guadalaxara,  or  Git-at  river.  Itrifcs 
in  the  mountains  of  Tolocran  ;  and  after  runiung  a  courfe  of 
more  than  fix  hundred  miles,  diftharges  itfelf  into  the  ocean  in  22'' 
latitude. 

There  are  likewife  in  this  country  fevcral  lakes  of  very  confide- 
rablc  magnitude,  but thofe  of  Nicaragua,  Chapallan,  and  Pazquaro, 
vhich  are  of  the  greatcft  extent,  did  not  belong  to  the  ancient  Mexi- 
can empire.  The  moft  remarkable  were  thnfe  in  the  vale  of  Mexico, 
Dpon  which  the  capital  of  the  empiic  was  founded.  Ofthcfe,  the 
frefli  writer  one  called  the  lake  of  Chalco,  extended  in  length  from 
eafl  to  weft  twelve  miles,  as  far  as  the  city  of  Xochimilco ;  from 
thence,  taking  a  northeily  direction,  it  incoiporated  itfelf  by  means 
or  a  canal  with  the  l.-.ke  of  Tezcuco  ;  but  its  breadth  did  not  exceed 
fix  miles.  The  other,  named  the  lake  of  Tezcuco,  extended  fifteen, 
or  rather  fevejitctn  n.iles  from  eaft  to  wcff,  and  fomething  more  from 
fouih  to  north  J  but  its  extent  is  now  much  lefs,  by  reafon  of  the 
Spaniards  having  diverted  the  courfe  of  many  of  the  flreams  which 
run  into  it.  This  lake  is  fait,  which  Clavigcro  fuppofes  to  arife  from 
the  nature  of  the  foil  which  forms  its  bed. 

Befides  thcfe,  there  are  a  number  of  fmaller  lakes,  fome  of  which 
are  very  delightful.  There  is  a  vaft  variety  ot  mineral  waters,  of  the 
nitrous,  fulpiiuioous,  and  aluminous  kiuds,  fome  of  them  fo  hot, 
that  meat  miglit  be  boiled  in  them.  At  Teluhuacan  is  a  kind  ot 
petrifying  water,  as  well  as  in  feveral  other  parts  of  the  empire. 
One  of  them  forms  a  kind  of  fmooth  white  ftones,  not  difpleafing  to 
the  tafie  ;  the  icrapings  of  which  taken  in  broth  are  celebrated  as  a 
diaphoretic,  probably  without  any  good  reafon.  The  dofe  for  a 
pcrfon  not  difiicult  to  be  fvveated  is  one  dram  of  the  fcrapings. 
Many  of  the  rivers  of  Mexico  atford  furprifing  and  beautiful  caf- 
cables,  particularly  the  great  river  Guadalaxara,  at  a  place  called 
Tempizque,  fifteen  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  that  city.  Along  a 
deep  river  called  Atoyaque,  is  a  natural  bridge,  confifting  of  a  vaft 
mound  of  earth,  along  which  carriages  pafs  conveniently.  Clavigero 
fuppoles  it  to  have  been  the  fragment  of  a  mountain  thrown  down  by 
an  earthquake,  and  then  penetrated  by  the  river. 
.  The  mineral  produftiops  of  Mexico  are  very  vainable ;  the  na- 
tives found  gold  in  feveral  provinces  of  the  empire  j  they  gathered  it 
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princiiwUy  from  among  the  fancis  ot'  their  rivers  in  grains,  and  the 
people  in  whofe  country  it  was  found,  were  ol)ligcd  to  pay  a  certain 
quantity  by  way  of  tribute  to  the  emperor.  They  dug  (ilver  outot' 
the  mines  in  Tlochco,  and  fomc  other  countries  ;  but  it  was  kf» 
prized  by  them  than  by  otlicr  nations.  Smge  tht;  conqncft,  h(5W- 
ever,  fo  many  filver  mines  have  been  d.fcovercd  in  that  country,  cf- 
pccially  in  the  provinces  to  the  north-well  ot'tl'.e  capita!,  that  it  is  in 
v.iin  to  attempt  any  enumeration  li  ihcm.  Tliey  had  two  forts  of 
copper;  one  hard,  which  fervcd  them  inftead  of  iron,  to  make  axes 
and  other  infkuments  for  war  and  agriculture  ;  the  other  kind, 
which  was  {oh  and  flexible,  ferved  for  don)eftic  lUcnfih  as  with  u:;. 
They  had  alfo  tin  from  the  mines  of  Tlachco,  and  dug  lead  out  of 
mines  in  the  country  of  the  Otomies,  but  we  are  not  informed 
what  ufes  they  put  this  lafc  metal  to.  They  had  likewifc  mines  of 
iron  in  Tlafcala,  Tlachco,  and  fo'iie  other  places ;  but  thcfe  were  ci' 
ther  unknown  to  the  Mexicans,  01  thev  did  not  know  how  to  benefit 
themfclves  by  them.  In  Chilapan  ^  pre  mines  of  quickfilver  ;  and  in 
many  places  they  had  fulphui-,  alum,  vitriol,  cinnabar,  ochre,  and 
an  earth  greatly  refembling  white  lead.  Thefe  minerals  were  em- 
ployed in  painting  and  dyeing,  but  we  know  not  to  what  ufe  they 
put  their  quickfilver.  There  was  great  abundance  of  amber  and  af- 
plialtum  upon  their  coafls,  both  of  which  were  paid  in  tribute  to  the 
king  of  INIexico  from  many  parts  of  the  empire  :  the  former  was 
wont  to  be  fet  in  gold  by  way  of  ornament,  and  afphaltum  was  em- 
ployed in  their  facriH^es. 

Mexico  produces  fome  diamonds,  though  but  few  in  number  ; 
but  they  had  in  greater  plenty  fomc  other  precious  ftones,  fiich  as 
amethyfts,  cats  eyes,  turquoifes,  cornelians,  and  fome  green  lloncs 
rtfembliiig  emeralds,  and  very  little  inferior  to  them,  of  all  which  a 
tribute  was  paid  to  the  emperor  by  the  people  in  whofc  territorivjs 
they  were  found.  They  were  likcwile  furniflied  with  chryft^d  i:i 
plenty  from  the  mountains  which  lay  on  the  coafl:  of  the  Mexican 
gulph,  between  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  river  Coatzacualco. 
In  the  mountains  of  Celpolalpan,  to  the  eathvard  of  iVIexico,  were 
quarries  of  jr.fper  and  marble  of  different  colours  :  they  had  likewi'e 
alahaller  at  a  place  called  Tecalco,  now  Tecale,  in  the  nJ^^hbour- 
liood  of  the  province  of  Tapeyacac,  and  many  otiier  parts  of  tiie  em- 
pire. The  (lone  tetzontli  is  gervcially  of  a  dark  red  colour,  pretty 
hard,  porous,  and  liy,ht,  and  unites  moll  firmly  with  Hire  and  fand, 
on  which  accoiml  it  is  of  grgat  requell  i"or  building:^  in  the  capita!, 
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where  the  frundaMon  is  bad,  Thtrc  arc  entire  mountains  of  load- 
Aonc,  a  very  confulcnible  oil',  of  waich  lies  bctnccn  Teoitztlan  and 
Cliilapaii,  in  tlie  country  of  tlie  Cohuixcas.  They  formed  curious 
figures  of  ncpliritic-  Itone,  fonieof  whiHi  are  Hill  prcfcrvici  in  Euro, 
ptan  mufoums.  They  luid  a  kind  of  fine  white  talr,  whicli  burnt  into 
an  excellent  plaftcr,  auti  with  which  hey  uled  to  whiten  their  paint, 
infjs.  But  th':  moft  ufcTu!  {^oncthey  had,  was  that  calkcl  iti;tli,  of  which 
there  is  great  abundance  in  nian;  parts  of  Mexico  :  it  has  a  jjlotly  ap- 
ptnrnncc,  is  generally  of  a  biarkcui»nir,  atid  femi-trarfparent  ;  though 
fomctinies  alfo  of  a  blue  or  white  colour.  In  Scuth-Anicrica  thi« 
ftoue  is  called  pietra  del  galinazzo  ;  and  Count  Ca\'lus  endeavours  to 
ilunv,  i;.  a  mani.fcript  didertation  (juoted  by  Honiarc,  that  the  obfi- 
diona,  of  which  the  ancients  made  their  vafes  murini,  were  entirely 
fimilar  to  this  ftune.  The  Mexicans  made  uf  it  lookmg-ghifles, 
knive?,  lancets,  razors,  and  fpcars.  Sacred  vafes  were  made  of  it 
after  the  introduftion  of  Chriftianity. 

Tlie  foil  of  Mexico,  though  various,  produced  eveiy  where  the 
ncceflaries,  and  even  the  luxuries  of  life.  "  The  celebrated  Dr. 
Hernandez,  the  Pliny  of  New-Spain,"  fays  Clavigero,  "  has  de- 
fcribed  in  his  Natural  Hiftory  about  one  thoufandtwo  hundred  plants, 
natives  of  th.e  cuuntry  ;  but  his  defcription,  though  large,  being 
confined  to  medicinal  plani5,  has  only  ("mprifed  oilc  part  of  what 
j>rovidcnt  nature  has  produced  there  for  the  benefit  of  mortals.  With 
regard  to  the  other  clalTes  of  vegetables,  lomc  are  eftecmed  for  their 
flowers,  foinc  for  their  iVuiv,  foivic  for  their  leaves,  fome  for  their 
root,  fome  i'l^r  their  trunk  or  their  wood,  and  others  for  their  gum, 
rciin,  oil,  or  juice." 

iMexico  abounds  with  a  great  variety  of  flowers,  many  of  which 
arc  peculiar  to  the  country,  while  multitudes  of  others  in-.ported 
from  Europe  and  Afia  riv;.i  in  luxuiiance  the  natives  of  the  country 
itfclf.  The  fruits  are  partly  natives  of  the  Canary  iflands,  partly  of 
iipain,  bcfuirs  thofe  which  grow  naturally  in  the  country.  The 
exotics  are  water  melons,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  quinces,  apricots, 
pomegranates,  figs,  black  cherries,  walnuts,  almonds,  olives,  chef- 
nuts,  and  grapes ;  thoxigh  thcfe  laft  arc  likewife  natives.  There  are 
two  kinds  of  wiltl  vine  found  in  the  country  of  the  Mixtccas,  the  one 
refembling  the  common  vine  in  the  flioots  and  figiue  of  its  leaves  ; 
it  produces  large  red  grapes  covered  with  an  hard  fkiii,  but  of  iweet 
and  grateful  tafte,  which  would  undoubtedly  improve  greatly  by 
culture.    The  grape  of  the  othcT  kind  is  hard,  large,  and  of  a  very 
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harfli  tafte,  but  tluy  make  an  excellent  conftivc  of  it.    Clavi^cio 
is  of  opinion  th  it  the  cocoa  tree,  p'ant.iin,  citron,  orange,  and  le- 
mon, came  from  the  Philippine  illundi  and  Canaries  ;  l)»!i  ii.  is  i  cr- 
tain  that  thele,  as  well  as  otiier  tiec-s,  thrive  in  this  country  as  well 
;»s  in  their  native  foil.    All  the  tii\ritinie  countries  ;i'iv)  ind  with  cocot 
nnt  trees ;    they  have  feven  kinds  of  oranges,  and  four  of  lemutjf, 
and  there  arc  likewilie  four  kinds  of  plantains;     the  largell,  called 
the  zapalat,  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  inches  loiijj,  and  about  three  ill 
diameter  ;  it   is  hard,   little  tftcniu;d,  and  only  cat  when  roalicd  or 
boiled.      The  platano  lar^Oy    or   "  long   plantain,"    is  about  eight 
inches  long,  and  one  and  a  half  in  diameter  ;  the  fkin  is  at  firll  jji^cn, 
and  black'dh  when  perfcAly  ripe.     The  guinro  is  a  Imaller  fruit,  but 
riiher,  foitr^r,  a!id  more  delicious,    though   not  I'o  wholeluinc,     /•, 
fpiries  of  i)lantain,  callclthe  dominito,  is  liualler  and  moic  deJirit.-: 
than  the  others.     Tb- ■<.•  are  v  hole  woods  of  plantain  trees,  or.uiges, 
and  leniouK;  and  tiii     ■>  ^ple  of  Miclunran  lairy  on  a  coniidoraMc 
coniinerce  with  the         u  plantains,  which  are  preferable  cither  to 
railins  or  figs.     Clavigcro  enimierates   twenty-eight  dirferf  nt  forts  of 
fruit,  natives  of  iMsxito,  bolubsmany  other?,  the  names  of  which 
are  not  mentioned,     llcrnandez  mentions  four  kinds  of  cocoa  nuts, 
o!  which  the  fmillert  of  the  wIkL  was  in  the  mo(k  iifc  for  chocolate 
and  oilier  dritjks  daily  made  ufe  of;  the  oHi-r  kinds  j'erved  rather  for 
money  in  conimeive  than  for  aliment.     T  he  cocoa  was  one  of  tlic 
plants  moft  cultivnttd  in  the  warm  countries  of  the  empire,  and  many 
proviucei  ptiid  it  in  tribute  to  the  emperor,  particularly  that  oi  Xo- 
conochco,  the  cocoa  nut  of  which  is  preferable  to  the  others.  Cotton 
was  one  of  the  moft  valuable  productions  of  the  country,  as  it  ferved 
inftead  of  flax,  though  this  lali  alio  war  produced  in  the  country:  it 
is  of  I  vol  kinds,    white  and  tawny-coloured.     They  made  \\{c   of 
rocou,  or  Krafil-wood  in  their  dying,  as  the  Europeans  alfo  do  :  they 
made  cordage  of  the  b.uk,  and  the  wood  was  made  life  of  to  pro- 
duce tire  bv  fritftion. 

The  principal  grain  of  iMexico,  before  the  introduftion  of  thofc 
from  i'.uropc,  was  mai7.e,  in  the  Mexican  language  called  tluolli,  of 
which  there  were  feveral  kinds,  ditiering  in  hze,  weight,  colour, 
and  tafte.  This  kind  of  grain  was  brouj^ht  from  America  to  Spairj, 
and  from  Spain  to  other  cwuntries  ot  Europe.  The  French  bean  was 
the  principal  kind  of  pulfe  in  ufe  among  them,  of  which  there 
were  more  fpecies  than  of  the  muze  ;  the  largcft  was  called 
ayiicotli,  yf  the  fti'«  of  a  wouiino;!  bean,  with  a  beautiful  red  flower  ; 
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feiit  the  moft  efteemed  was  the  fmall,  black,  heavy  French  bean. 
This  kind  of  pulfe,  which  is  not  good  in  Italy,  is  in  Mexico  fo  ex- 
cellent, that  it  not  only  ferves  for  fuftenance  to  the  poorer  clafs  of 
people,  but  is  efteemed  a  luxury  even  by  the  Spanifh  nobility. 

Of  the  efctilent  roots  of  Mexico,  the  following  were  the  moft  re- 
markable: I.  The  xicama,  called  by  the  Mexicans  catzotl,  was  of 
the  figure  and  fize  of  an  onion,  folid,  frelh,  juicy,  and  of  a  white 
colour;  it  was  always  eat  raw.  2.  The  caniote,  is  another,  very 
common  in  the  country,  of  which  there  are  three  forts,  white,  yel- 
low, and  purple  :  they  eat  beft  when  boiled.  3.  The  cacomite,  is 
the  root  of  a  plant  which  has  a  beautii'ul  flower  called  the  tyger 
flower,  with  three  red  pointed  petals,  the  middle  part  mixed  with 
white  and  yellow,  fomewhat  refcmbling  the  fpors  of  tlw"  creature 
whence  it  takes  its  name.  4.  The  huacamote,  is  the  root  of  a  kind  of 
Caflava  plant,  and  is  likewife  boiled.  5.  The  papa,  a  root  tranf- 
planted  into  Europe,  ?.nd  greatly  valued  in  Ireland^  was  brought 
from  South-America  into  Mexico.  Befides  all  which  they  have  a 
number  of  kitchen  vegetables  imported  from  the  Canaries,  Spain, 
and  other  countries  of  Europe.  The  American  aloe  is  very  funilar 
to  the  real  one,  and  is  a  plant  of  which  the  Mexicans  formerly,  and 
the  Spaniards  ftill,  make  great  ufe. 

They  have  a  variety  of  palm  trees.  From  the  fibres  of  the  leaves 
of  one  fpecies  they  make*thread  :  the  bark  of  another  kind,  to  the 
clep'.h  of  three  fingers,  is  a  mafs  of  membranes,  of  which  the  p®or 
people  make  mats :  the  leaves  of  another  kind  areufed  for  ornaments 
in  their  feftivals.:  they  are  round,  grofs,  white,  and  Ihining,  hav- 
ing the  appearance  of  fliells  heaped  upon  one  another.  A 
fourth  kind  bears  nuts  called  cocoas,  or  nuts  of  oil.  Thefe  nuts 
are  of  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  having  in  the  infide  a  white,  oily, 
eatable  kernel,  covered  by  a  thin  purple  pellicle.  The  oil  has  u 
fweet  fcent,  but  is  eafiiy  condenfcd,  when  it  becomes  a  fpft  mafs,  as 
tvhite  as  fnovv. 

Of  timber  trees  there  are  great  variety,  of  a  quality  not  inferior  • 
to  any  in  the  world  ;  and  as  there  are  a  variety  of  climates  in  the 
country,  every  one  produces  a  kind  of  wood  peculiar  to  itlelf.  There 
are  whole  woods  of  cedars  and  ebonies,  vaft  quantities  of  agallochum, 
or  wood  of  aloes ;  befides  others  valuable  on  account  of  their  weight, 
durability  and  hardnefs,  oi'  for  their  being  eafiiy  cut,  pliable,  of  a 
iine  colour,  or  "n  agreeable  flavour.  There  are  alfo  in  Mexico  innu- 
nicrable  trees  remai  kable  for  their  fize.    Acofta  mentions  a  cedar. 
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the  trunk  of  which  was  fixteen  fathoms  in  circumference;  and 
Clavigero  mentions  one  of  the  length  of  one  hundred  and  feven 
Paris  feet.  In  the  city  of  Mexico  he  mentions  very  large  tables  of 
cedar  made  out  of  fingle  planks.  In  the  valley  of  Atlixco  is  a  very 
ancient  fir  tree,  hollowed  by  lightning,  the  cavity  of  which  could' 
conveniently  hold  fourteen  horfemcn  j  nay,  we  are  informed  by 
the  archbifhop  of  Toledo,  that  in  1770  he  went  to  view  it  along 
with  the  archbifhop  of  Guatimala,  at  which  time  he  caufcd 
an  hundred  young  lads  to  enter  its  cavity.  Qur  author  meniioni 
fome  other  trees,  of  the  fpecies  called  ceiba,  which  for  magnitude 
may  be  compared  with  this  celebrated  fir :  "  The  largenefs  of  thefc 
trees,"  fays  he,  "  is  proportioned  to  their  prodigious  elevation,  and 
they  afford  a  moft  delightful  profpeA  at  the  time  they  are  adorned 
with  new  leaves  and  loaded  with  fruit,  in  which  there  is  inclofed  a; 
particular  fpecies  of  fine,  white,  and  moft  delicate  cotton :  this  might 
be,  and  actually  has  been,  made  into  webs  as  foft,  delicate,  and 
perhaps  more  fo  than  filk ;  but  it  is  toilfome  to  fpin,  on  account  of 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  threads,  and  the  profit  does  not  requite  the  la- 
bour, the  web  not  being  jafting.  Some  ufe  it  for  pillows  and  mat- 
tieffes,  which  have  the  fingular  property  of  expanding  enormoully 
when  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the  fun.  De  Bomare  fays,  that  the  Afri- 
cans make  of  the  thread  of  the  ceiba  that  vegetable  tafFety  which 
is  fo  fcarce,  and  fo  much  efteemed  in  Europe.  The  fcarcity  of 
fuch  cloth  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  confidering  the  difficulty  of 
making  it.  The  ceiba,  according  to  this  author,  is  higher  than 
all  other  trees  yet  known." 

Clavigero  mentions  a  Mexican  tree,  the  wood  of  which  is  very, 
valuable,  but  poifonous,  and  if  incautioufly  handled  when  freflv 
cut,  produces  a  fwelling  in  the  fcrotum.  He  has  forgot  the  name 
given  to  it  by  the  Meocicans,  nor  has  he  ever  feen  the  tree  itfelf,  nor 
been  witnefs  to  the  eifeft. 

This  country  abounds  alfo  with  aromatic  and  medicinal  trees,  pro- 
ducing gums,  refins,  &c.  From  one  of  thefe  a  balfam  is  produced, 
not  in  the  leaft  inferior  to  the  celebrated  balfam  of  Mecca ;  it  is  of  a 
rcddilh  black  or  yellowifli  white,  of  a  fliarp,  bitter  tafte,  and  of  a 
ilrong  but  mofl  grateful  odour ;  it  is  common  in  the  provinces  uf 
Panuco  and  Chiapan,  and  other  warm  countries :  the  kings  of 
Mexico  caafed  it  to  be  tranfplanted  into  their  celebrated  garden  of 
Huaxtepec,  where  it  fiouriflied,  and  was  afterwards  multiplied  in 
all  the  neighbouring  mountains.    The  Indians,  in  order  to  procure 
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a  greater  quantity  of  this  balfam,  burn  the  branches,  which  aflbrd 
more  than  mere  diftillation,  though  undoubtedly  of  an  inferior  qua- 
lity ;  nor  do  they  regard  the  lofs  of  the  trees,  which  are  very  abun- 
dant :  the  ancient  Mexicans  were  wont  to  extraft  it  alfo  by  decoftion. 
The  firft  parcel  of  this  balfam  brouglit  from  Mexico  to  Rome  was 
fold  at  one  hundred  ducats  per  ounce,  and  was,  by  the  apoftolic 
fee,  declared  to  be  matter  fit  for  chrifm,  though  different  from 
that  of  Mecca,  as  Acofta  and  all  other  writers  on  this  fubjeft  ob- 
ferve.  An  oil  is  likewife  drawn  from  the  fruit  of  this  tree  fimilar 
in  tafte  and  fmell  to  that  of  the  bitter  almond,  but  more  acrimoni- 
ous. From  two  other  trees,  named  the  huaconex  and  maripendn, 
an  oil  was  extracted  equivalent  to  the  balfam  :  the  former  is  a 
tree  of  a  moderate  height,  the  wood  of  which  is  aromatic,  and  fo 
hard,  that  it  will  keep  frefh  for  feveral  years,  though  buried  under 
the  earth:  the  leaves  arc  fmall  and  yellow,  the  flowers  likewife fmall 
and  white,  and  the  fruit  fimilar  to  that  of  the  laurel.  The  oil  was 
diflilled  from  the  bark  of  the  tree,  after  breaking  it,  and  keeping  it 
three  days  in  fpring  water,  and  then  drying  it  in  the  fun  :  the  leaves 
likewife  afforded  an  agreeable  oil  by  diftillation.  The  maripenda  is 
a  fhrub  with  lanceolated  leaves,  the  fruit  of  a  red  colour  when  ripe, 
and  refembling  the  grape.  The  oil  is  extracted  by  boiling  the  branches 
with  a  mixture  of  fome  of  the  fruit. 

The  trees  producing  liquid  amber,  the  liquid  ftorax  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, is  of  a  large  fize,  the  leaves  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  maple,  in- 
dented, white  in  one  part  at>d  dark  in  the  other,  difpofed  of  in 
threes;  the  fruit  is  thorny  and  round,  but  polygonous,  with  the 
the  furface  and  the  angles  yellow ;  the  bark  of  the  tree  partly  green 
and  partly  tawny.  By  incifions  in  the  trunk  they  extract  that  va- 
luable fubftance  named  liquid  amber,  and  the  oil  of  the  fame  name, 
which  is  flill  more  valuable.  Liquid  amber  is  likewife  obtained 
from  a  decoftion  of  the  branches,  but  it  is  inferior  to  that  obtained 
from  the  trunk. 

The  name  copalli  in  Mexico  is  generic,  and  common  to  all  tlie 
refins,  but  efpecially  fignifies  thofe  made  ufe  of  for  incenfc.  There 
are  ten  fpecies  of  thefe  trees  yielding  rcfins  of  this  kind,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  that  from  which  the  copal  is  got,  ib  well  known  in 
medicine  and  varniflies.  A  great  quantity  of  this  was  made  ufe  of 
by  the  ancient  Mexicans,  and  is  ftiU  ufed  for  fimilar  purpofes  by 
the  Spaniards.  The  tccopalli,  or  tepecopalli,  is  a  refin  fimilar  to 
the  incenfe  of  Arabia,  which  diitils  from  a  tree  of  moderate  fize 
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that  grows  in  the  mountains,  having  a  fruit  like  an  acorn,  and  con- 
taining the  nut  inveloped  in  a  mucilage,  within  which  there  is  a 
fmall  kernel  ufeful  in  medicine. 

The  mizquitl,  or  mezquite,  is  a  fpecies  of  true  acacia,  and  the 
gum  diftilling  from  it  is  faid  to  be  the  true  gum  arabic  i  it  is  a  thorny 
fliTub,  with  branches  irregularly  difpofed,  the  leaves  fmall,  thin, 
and  pinnated;  the  flowers  being  like  thofe  of  the  birch  tree:  the 
fruits  are  fvveet  and  eatable,  containing  a  feed,  of  which  the  barba- 
rous Chichemecas  uere  wont  to  make  a  kind  of  paile  that  ferved 
them  for  bread.  The  wood  is  exceedingly  hard  and  heavy,  and  the 
trees  are  as  cAnmon  in  Mexico  as  oaks  are  in  Europe,  particularl]f 
on  hills  in  the  temperate  countries. 

Of  the  elaftic  gum,  which  is  found  in  plenty  in  Mexico,  the  na- 
tives were  in  ufe  to  make  foot-balls,  which,  though  heavy,  have  a 
better  fpring  than  thofe  filled  with  air.  At  prefent  they  varnifii 
with  it  their  hats,  cloaks,  boots  and  great  coats,  in  a  manner  (Imilar 
to  what  is  done  in  Europe  with  wax,  and  by  which  means  they  are 
rendered  all  waterproof. 

Clavigero  laments,  that  the  natural  hiftory  of  vegetables  in 
Mexico  is  very  little  known,  and  that  of  animals  no  better.  The 
firft  Spaniards,  fays  he,  who  gave  them  names,  were  more  Ikilful 
in  the  art  of  war  than  in  the  ftudy  of  nature.  Inftead  of  retaining 
the  terms  which  would  have  been  moft  proper,  they  denominated 
many  animals  tygers,  wolves,  bears,  dogs,  fquirrels,  ice.  although 
they  were  very  different  in  kind,  merely  from  fome  refemblance  in 
the  colour  of  their  (kin,  their  figure,  or  fome  fimilarity  in  habits 
and  difpofition.  The  quadrupeds  found  in  Mexico  at  the  arrival  of 
the  Spaniards,  were  lions,  tygers,  wild  cats,  bears,  wolves,  foxes, 
the  common  (lags,  white  flags,  bucks,  wild  goats,  badgers,  pole-cats, 
weafels,  martins,  fquirrels,  polatucas,  rabbits,  hares,  otters  and  rats. 
All  chefe  animals  are  fuppofed  to  be  common  to  both  continents. 
The  white  ftag,  whether  it  be  the  fame  fpecies  of  the  other  or  not, 
is  undoubtedly  common  to  both,  and  was  known  to  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  The  Mexicans  call  it  **  the  king  of  the  flags."  M.  BufFon 
imagines  the  white  colour  of  this  creature  to  be  the  efFeft  of  capti- 
vity; but  Clavigero  fays,  that  it  is  found  wild,  and  of  the  fame 
white  colour,  on  the  mountains  of  New-Spain.  In  many  other 
points,  he  alfo  controverts  the  opinions  of  this  celebrated  naturalift, 
who  will  not  allqw  the  lion,  tyger  or  rabbit,  to  be  aatives  of  America. 
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The  animals  which  arc  common  to  Mexico,  with  the  other  jwrfg 
•bf  the  continent,  are,  the  Mexican  hog,  the  moufete,  the  opoflum, 
the  armadillo,  the  techichi,  a  fmall  animal  refembling  a  dog,  which 
'being  perfe<^Iy  dumb,  gave  occafion  to  a  report,  that  the  Mexican 
dogs  could  not  bark.    The  flefli  of  this  animal  was  eat  by  them, 
•and  was  efteemed  agreeable  and  nourifhing  food.   After  the  conqueft 
of  Mexico,  the  Spaniards  having  neither  large  cattle  horflieep,  pro- 
vided their  markets  with  this  quadruped,  by  which  means  the  fpecies 
foon  came  to  be  extinft,  though  it  had  been  very  numerous.   The 
iand-fquirrel  is  very  numerous  in  the  kingdom  of  Michuacan,  has 
igreat  elegance  of  form,  and  is  extremely  graceful  in  its  movement ; 
but  it  cannot  be  tamed,  and  bites  moft  furioufly  every  perfon  who 
"approaches  it. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  fea-lions,  raccoons,  and  that  voracious 
•animal  named  the  tapir.  There  are  likewife  great  numbers  of  mon- 
Iceys  of  many  different  kinds,  fome  of  which  hav^ "heads  refembling 
thofe  of  dogs ;  Ibme  of  them  are  ftrong  and  fierce,  equalling  a  man 
hi  ftature  when  they  fland  upright. 

Among  the  animals  peculiar  to  Mexico,  is  one  named  by  Cla- 
Vigcro  coyoto,  which  appears  to  have  been  inaccurately  defcribed  by 
natural  hillorians,  fome  making  it  one  fpecies  and  fome  another.  The 
tlalcojotl,  or  tlalcoyoto,  is  about  the  fize  of  a  middling  dog,  and  in 
Clavigero's  opinion,  is  the  largeft  animal  that  lives  under  the 
earth.  The  tepeizuintli,  or  mountain-dog,  though  it  is  but  of 
the  (ize  of  a  fmall  dog,  is  fo  bold  that  it  attacks  deer,  and 
fometimes  kills  them.  Another  animal,  larger  than  the  two  fore- 
going, is  called  the  xoloitzcuintli ;  fome  of  thefe  are  no  lefs  than 
four  feet  in  length ;  it  has  a  face  like  the  dog,  but  tulks  like  the 
wolf,  with  ereft  ears,  the  neck  grofs,  and  the  tail  long :  it  is  entirely 
deftitute  of  hair,  except  only  the  fnout,  where  there  are  fome  thick 
crooked  briftles :  the  whole  body  is  covered  with  a  fmooth,  foft,  afli- 
•coloured  flcin,  fpotted  partly  with  black  and  tawny.  This  fpecies 
of  animals,  as  well  as  the  two  former,  ate  almoft  totally  extinft.  A 
Lyncean  academician,  named  Giovanni  Fabri,  has  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  xoloitzcuintli  is  the  fame  with  the  wolf  of  Mexico; 
but  this  is  denied  by  Clavigero. 

An  animal  called  ocotochtli,  a  kind  of  wild  cat,  is  remarkable 
more  for  the  fabulous  account  of  it,  than  for  any  lingular  property 
with  which  it  iff  really  endowed.  According  to  Dr.  Hernandez, 
■when  this  creature  takes  any  prey,  it  covers  it  with  leaves,  and  af- 
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■terwards  mounting  on  fomc  neighbouring  tree,  it  begfms  howling  to 
invite  other  animals  to  eat  its  prey,  being  itfelf  nlways  the  hllto 
ent,  becaufe  the  poiibn  of  its  tongue  is  fo  ihong,  that  if  it  ate  lirft 
the  ptey  would  be  infected,  and  other  animals  which  cat  of  it  wouUl 
die.  To  thefe  mnft  be  added  a  curious  animal  of  the  mole  kind, 
which  is  called  tozan,  or  tuza  ;  it  is  about  the  fize  of  an  European 
mole,  but  very  different  othcrwife.*  .      |. 

The  birds  are  fo  numerous,  and  of  fuch  various  appciranccs  and 
tjualities,  that  Mexico  has  been  called  the  countr}.-  of  birds  as  Africa 
is  of  quadrupeds.  Though  Hernandez  pafles  over  a  great  number 
of  fpecies,  he  yet  defcribes  above  two  hundred  peculiar  to  the 
country.  He  allows  to  the  eagles  and  hawks  of  Mexico  a  fupcriority 
over  thofe  of  Europe ;  and  the  falcons  of  this  country  were  for- 
merly efteemed  fo  excellent,  that,  by  the  defire  of  Philip  II.  an 
hundred  of  them  were  fent  every  year  over  to  Spain.  The  largeft, 
the  moft  beautiful,  and  the  mod  valuable  kind  of  eagles  is  called 
by  the  Mexicans  itzquauhtli,  and  will  purfue  not  only  the  larger 
kind  of  birds,  but  quadrupeds,  and  even  men. 

The  aquatic  birds  are  very  numerous  and  of  great  variety :  there 
are  at  Icaft  twenty  fpecies  of  ducks,  a  vaft  number  of  geefe,  with 
fevcral  kinds  of  herons,  great  number  of  fuans,  quuils,  water-rails, 
divers,  king's  fifliers,  pelicans,  &c.  The  multitude  of  ducks  is 
fometimes  fo  great,  that  they  cover  the  fields,  ana  appear  at  a  dif- 
tance  like  flocks  of  flieep.  Some  of  the  herons  and  egrets  are  per- 
feftly  white,  fome  afli-coloured :  others  have  the  plumage  of  the 
body  white,  while  the  neck,  with  the  tops  and  upper  part  of  the 
wings,  and  part  of  the  tail,  are  enlivened  with  a  bright  fcarlet^  or 
beautiful  blue.    '  ■  >  *    i..i        •  ■  ••     ,;  ',;  ;      '^ 

There  are  a  great  number  of  birds  valuable  on  account  of  their 
plunwge,  which  was  made  ufe  of  by  the  Mexicans  in  their  excel- 
lent Mofiic  works,  an  art  which  feems  now  to  be  totally  loft.  Pea- 
cocks have  been  carried  from  the  old  continent  to  Mexico :  but  not 
being  atfertded  to,  have  propagate<l  very  llowly.  The  birds  re- 
markable for  their  fong  are  likewife  veiy  numerous ;  among  whid^ 
that  called  the  centzonitl,  by  Eureipeans  the  mocking-bird,  is  the 
moft  remarkable,  on  account  of  its  counterfeiting  naturally  the  notes 
of  all  others  it  hears. 
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Mexico,  like  ail  other  American  countries,  abounds  with  reptiles^ 
many  of  them  of  an  enormous  (ize.  The  crocodiles  are  not  lefs  to 
be  dreaded  than  thofe  of  Africa  or  A(ia ;  and  there  are  iikewife 
fome  of  thofe  monflrous  ferpents  met  with  in  the  Eafl-Indies  and  in 
South>America,  though  happily  the  fpecies  of  thofe  terrible  creatures 
feems  to  be  nearly  extinft,  as  they  are  feldom  to  be  found  but  in 
fome  folitary  wood,  or  other  i  emote  place.  There  are  great  numbers 
of  lizards,  fome  of  which  the  people  fuppofe  to  be  poifonous  ;  but 
others  think  this  opinion  ill-founded.  There  are  feveral  kinds  of 
poifonous  ferpents,  of  which  the  rattle-fnake  is  one.  The  cenocoatl 
is  another  poifonous  ferpent,  and  remarkable  for  having  a  luminous 
appearance  in  the  dark ;  by  which,  as  by  the  rattle  in  the  tail  of  the 
former,  travellers  are  warned  to  avoid  it.  Among  the  harmlefs  fnakes 
is  a  very  beautiful  one  about  a  foot  in  length,  and  of  the  thicknefs 
of  the  little  finger ;  it  appears  to  take  great  pleafure  in  the  fociety 
of  ants,  infomuch  that  it  will  accompany  thefe  infe£ts  upon  their 
expeditions,  and  return  with  them  to  their  ul'ual  nell :  it  is  called 
both  by  the  Mexicans  and  Spaniards  the  "  mother  of  the  ants ;"  but 
Clavigero  fuppofes,  that  all  the  attachment  which  the  fnake  fliews  to 
the  ant-hills  proceeds  from  its  living  on  the  ants  themfelves.  The 
ancient  Mexicans  were  wont  to  take  delight  in  keeping  an  harmlefs 
green  fnake,  which  they  catched  in  the  fields,  and  which,  when  well 
fed,  would  grow  to  the  length  of  five  or  fix  feet.  It  was  generally 
kept  in  a  tub,  which  it  never  left  but  to  receive  food  from  the  hand 
of  its  mailer ;  and  this  it  would  take  either  mounted  on  his  flioulder 
or  coiled  about  his  legs. 

The  aquatic  animals  are  innumerable.  Clavigero  mentions  a 
fpecies  of  frogs  fo  large  that  a  fingle  one  will  weigh  a  pound,  and 
which  are  excellent  food.  Of  fifli  proper  for  food,  he  fays,  that  he 
has  counted  upwards  of  one  hundred  Ipecies,  without  taking  in  the 
turtle,  crab,  lobfler,  or  any  other  cruftaceous  animal. 

Of  flying  and  other  minute  infe£ls  the  number  is  prodigioufly 
great.  There  are  a  variety  of  beetles ;  fome  of  a  green  colour  make 
a  great  noife  in  flying,  on  which  account  children  are  fond  of  them. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  ihining  beetles,  which  make  a  delight- 
ful appearance  at  night,  as  well  as  the  luminous  flies  which  abound 
in  the  country.  There  are  fix  kinds  of  bees  and  four  kinds  of 
wafps ;  of  which  lafl:,  one  collefts  wax  and  honey  of  a  very  fweet 
tafte :  another  is  called  the  wandering  wafp,  from  its  frequent  change 
•f  abode ;  and  in  confequence  of  thefe  changes,  it  is  conflantly  em- 
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p!oycd  in  collecting  materials  fur  its  habitations.    There  Is  alfo  a 
blnck  hornet  with  a  red  tail,  the  fting  of  which  is  fo  large  and  iUong, 
that  it  will  not  only  penetrate  a  fiigar-cane,  but  even  the  trunk  of  a 
tree.    The  lake  of  Mexico  abounds  with  a  kind  of  fy,  the  eggs  of 
which  are  depoflted  upon  the  flags  and  ruflics  in  fuch  quantities  as 
to  form  large  malfes :    thefe  arc  collc(!^ed  by  the  iilhermen,   and 
carried  to  market  for  fale :  they  are  eaten  by  both  Mexicans  and 
Sptitiiards,  and  have  much  the  fame  tafte  as  the  caviare  of  fifti :  the 
Mexicans  eat  alfo  the  flies  themfelves,  ground  and  made  up  with  falt- 
petre.    There  are  abimdanc:  of  gnats  in  the  moift  places  and  lakes, 
but  the  capital,  though  fituated  upon  a  lake,  is  entirely  free  from 
them.    There  are  other  flies  which  make  no  noife  in  their  flight, 
but  caufe  a  violent  itching  by  their  bite,  and  if  the  part  be  fcratched, 
an  open  wound  is  apt  to  enfue.     The  butterflies  are  in  vaft  num« 
bers,  and  their  wings  glow  with  colours  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
Europe  ;  the  figures  of  fome  of  them  are  given  by  Hernandez.    But 
notwithftanding  its  beauties  and  advantages,  Mexico  is  fubjeft  to 
the  dreadful  devaflations  of  locufts,  which  fometimes  occailon  the 
moft  deftruftive  famines. 

There  are  fome  of  the  worms  of  Mexico  made  ufe  of  by  the  in- 
habitants as  food,  others  are  poilbnbus.  There  are  great  numbers 
of  fcolopendrae  and  fcorpions,  fome  of  the  former  growing  to  an 
immenie  fize.  Hernandez  fays,  that  he  has  feen  fome  of  them  two 
feet  long  and  two  inches  thick.  The  fcorpions  are  very  numerous, 
and  in  the  hot  parts  of  the  country  their  poifon  is  fo  ilrong  as  to  kill 
children,  and  give  terrible  pain  to  adults.  Their  fting  is  moft  dan- 
gerous dining  thofe  hours  of  the  day  in  which  the  fun  is  hotted.  In 
the  province  of  Michuacan  is  a  lingular  fpecies  of  ant,  larger  than 
the  'ommon  one,  with  a  greyifli  body  and  black  head ;  on  its  hinder 
part  is  a  lit*:!'^  bag  full  of  a  fweet  fubftance,  of  which  children  are 
very  fond :  ti;e  Mexicans  fuppofe  this  to  be  a  kind  of  honey  collected 
by  the  infeft ;  but  Clavigero  thinks  it  rather  is  its  eggs.  There  is 
a  mifchievous  kind  of  tick,  which  in  the  hot  countries  abounds 
among  the  grafs :  from  thence  it  eafily  gets  upon  the  clothes,  and 
from  them  upon  the  fliin  ;  there  it  fixes  with  fuch  force,  from  the 
particular  figure  of  its  feet,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  got  off:  at  firft  it 
feems  nothing  but  a  fmall  black  fpeck,  but  in  a  fliort  time  enlarges 
to  fuch  a  degree,  from  the  blood  which  it  lucks,  that  it  equals  the 
fize  of  a  bean,  and  then  aflumes  a  leaden  colour.  Oviedo  fays, 
that  the  beft  and  fafeft  method  of  getting  fpeedily  rid  of  it  is  by 
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anointing  the  part  with  oil,  and  tUcn  (craping  it  ulth  a  knife.  If  it  it 
not  fpcedily  ren¥>veJ,  a  wound  i«  made  fimilar  to  that  which  the  ni* 
gera  or  chcgoe  inakcs.  The  following  infe^ls  were  eutcn  by  the  an- 
cient Mexicans :  i.  The  atclepitz,  a  n^1rfll  beetle,  rti'cmblitig  ui 
fhape  and  fize  the  Hying  beetles,  having  foiu'  feet,  and  covered  with 
a  hard  llieli.  2.  Th<  atopinan,  a  marlh  grafshoppcr  of  a  dark  co- 
lour and  great  iize»  being  not  lefs  than  fix,  inches  long  and  two  broad. 
■2.  The  ahuihuitla,  a  worm  which  inhabits  the  Mexican  lake,  four 
inches  long,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  goofe  quill,  of  a  tawny  co- 
luur  on  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  white  upon  the  under  part ; 
it  ftings  with  its  tail,  which  is  hard  and  poifonous.  4.  The  ocui- 
liztac,  a  black  marlh -woim,  which  becomes  white  on  being  roafted. 

Among  the  curious  produdions  of  the  animal  kind  to  be  met 
with  in  this  country,  Clavigero  mentions  a  kind  of  zoophytes, 
which  he  faw  in  the  year  17511  in  a  houfe  in  the  country,  about 
ten  miles  from  AngelopoU,  towards  the  fouth-eaft  : .they  \vere  three 
or  four  inches  long,  and  had  four  very  flender  feet,  with  two  an- 
tennae ;  but  their  body  was  nothing  more  than  the  fibres  of  the 
leaves,  of  the  fame  fhape,  lize  and  colour,  with  thole  of  the  other 
leaves  of  the  trees  upon  which  thefe  creatu'es  were  found.  Ge- 
melli  defcribes  anotlier  kind  of  thefe  zoophytes  which  are  found  in 
Manilla.     .  . 

Mexico  produces  alfo  filk-worms ;  and  the  manufa£lure  of  filk 
might  be  carried  on  to  great  advaritage,  were  it  not  prohibited 
for  fome  political  reafons.  Befides  the  common  filk,  there  is 
another  found  in  the  woods,  very  white,  foft  and  ftrong.  It  grows 
on  the  trees  in  feveral  maritime  places,  particularly  in  dry  fealons  : 
unlefs  by  poor  people,  however,  this  lilk  is  not  tuined  to  any  ufe, 
partly  from  inattention  to  their  interefls,  but  "  chiefly"  fays  Clavi- 
gero, "  to  the  obrtruitions  which  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of 
any  one  who  fhould  attempt  a  trade  of  that  kind.  We  know  fioni 
Cortes'a  letters  to  Charles  V.  that  filk  ufed  to  be  fold  in  the  Mexican 
markets :  and  fome  pictures  are  fUli  preferved,  done  by  the  ancient 
Mexicans  upon  a  paper  made  of  filk." 

Cochineal  is  one  of  the  moft  valuable  produ(?\s  of  Mexico,  and 
great  care  is  taken  to  rear  the  infeft  in  diflerent  pans;  but  the 
beft  is  that  which  comes  from  the  province  of  Mizteca  :  fome  have 
reckoned,  that  more  than  two  thoufand  five  hundred  bags  of  cochi* 
neal  are  fcnt  every  year  from  Mizteca  to  Spain ;  and  tiie  trade  in 
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thit  article  carried  on  by  tlic  city  of  Oaxnca  is  computed  at  two  huii- 
ilicd  thoul'and  crewns  v.iliic. 

Though  Mexico  was  originally  inhabited  by  a  number  of  diifcrcr.t 
rations,  yet  all  of  then:  rclcniblcd  each  other  pretty  much,  not  only 
ill  charnftcr,  but  in  external  appearance,     "  They  generally  rather 
exceed,"  fays  Clavigcro,  *'  than  fall  under  the  middle  fize,  and  are 
wcli-proportioncd  in  all  their  Iind)3 :  they  have  good  complexions, 
narrow  foreheads,  blark  eyes,  clean,  firm,  white  and  regular  teeth  ; 
thick,  black,  coarfe,  gh)fly  hnir;  thin  beards,  and  gcncially  r-o  hair 
upon  their  legs,  thighs  and  arms,  their  fliin  bt^ing  of  an  olive  co- 
lour.   There  is  fcarcely  a  nation  on  earth  in  which  there  are  fewer 
pcrfons  deformed  :  and  it  would  be  more  dillicult  to  hud  a  fingle 
l.iimp-backed,  lame  or  ftpiint-cycd  man  amonr^  a  thouBnd  Mexican?, 
than  among  an  hundred  of  any  other  nation.   The  unpleafantnefs  of 
their  colour,  the  Ihiallncf';  of  their  foreheads,  the  thinnefs  of  their 
beards,  antl  the  coarfenefs  of  their  hair,  arc  fo  far  compenfated  by 
the  regularity  and  fine  proportion  of   their  XwAh^,    tlKtt  rhey  can 
neither  be  called  very  beautiful  nor  the  contrary,  but  fccm  to  hold 
a  middle  place  between  the  extremes:  their  appearance  neither  en - 
p:igcs  nor  difgurts ;  but  among  the  young  women  of  Mexico  ihcrii 
£ie  many  very  beautiful  and  fair,  whofe  beauty  is  at  the  fame  time? 
rendered  more  winning  by  the  natural  fweetnefs  of  their  manner  of 
fpeaking,  and  by  the  plealantnefs  and  natural  modefty  of  their  wiiole 
behaviour.    Their  fenfes  are  very  acute,   efpecially  that  of  lighr, 
which  they  enjoy  unimpaired  to  the  lateft  age.     TJieir  confiitutions 
are  found  and  their  health  robuft :  they  are  entirely  free  of  many 
diforders  which  are  common  among  the  Spaniards ;  but  of  the  epi- 
demical difeafes  to  which  their  country  is  occafionally  uibjcft  they 
are  generally  the  viftims :  with  them  thefe  difeafes  begin,  and  with 
them  they  end.     One  never  perceives  in  a  Mexican  that  ftinking 
breath  which  is  occafioned  in  other  people  by  the  corruption  of  the 
humours  or  indigeftion  :  their  conllitutions  are  phlegmatic  ;  but  the 
pituitous  evacuations  from  their  heads  are  very  fcanty,  and  they  fe!- 
doin  fpit.      They  become  grey-headed  and  bald  earlier  than  the 
1-ipaniards ;  and  although  moft  of  them  die  of  acute  difeafes,  it  is 
rot  very  uncommon  among  them  to  attain  the  age  of  an  hundred. 
They  are  now,  and  ever  have  been,  moderate  in  eating,  but  tlieir 
paffion  for  ftrong  liquors  is  carried  to  the  grcated  txc^U  :  formerly" 
[they  were  kept  within  boimds  by  thefeverity  of  the  laws,  but  no\7 
jthat;  thefe  liquors  are  become  fo  common,  and  drunkcunefs  is  un- 
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pvinifhcd,  one-half  of  the  people  feem  to  li:ivc  loft  their  fcnfcs ;  ane( 
ihis,  to;',etlici*  with  the  poor  manner  \n  which  they  live,  cxpoftd  t« 
all  the  ban;:l"ul  imprellions  of  clilcatl-,  aiul  ckllitute  of  the  means  ol 
ccrre(!^ing  them,  is  imdoiihtecily  the  principal  c;uifc  of  the  h.lvoc 
which  is  made  among  them  by  epidemical  diforders. 

'•  Many  peifjns  allow  the  Mexicans  to  poHcfa  a  great  talent 
of  imitation,  but  deny  them  that  of  invention  ;  a  vulgar  error, 
which  is  contradicted  by  the  ancient  hiftory  of  that  people.  Their 
minds  are  alfei'^tcd  by  the  lame  variety  of  palfions  with  thole  of  other 
nations,  but  not  'o  an  ecjual  degree :  the  Mexicans  feldom  exhibit 
thole  tranfpoits  of  anger,  or  frenzies  of  love,  which  are  ib  comiiion 
in  other  countries.  They  are  flow  in  their  motions,  and  fliew  a 
wonderful  tenacity  and  fteadinel's  in  thofe  works  which  rctpiire  time 
and  long-continued  attention.  They  are  moft  patient  of  injury  and 
hardfliip,  and  where  they  lufpcft  no  evil  intention,  are  moil  grate- 
ful for  any  kindnefs  flievvn  :  but  Ibme  Spaniards,  who  cannot  dil'- 
tinguifli  patience  from  infenfibility,  nor  diftruft  from  ingratitude, 
lay  proverbially,  that  the  Indians  are  alike  'nl'enfible  to  injuries  or 
benefits.  That  habitual  diftmft  which  they  entertain  of  all  who  are 
not  of  their  nation,  prompts  them  often  to  lye  and  betray ;  fo  that 
good  faith  certainly  has  not  been  refpecled  among  them  fo  much  as 
it  deferves.  They  are  by  nature  taciturn,  ferious  and  auflere,  and 
fliew  more  anxiety  to  punifli  crimes  than  to  reward  virtue, 

*♦  Generofity  and  perfe<ft  difmtereftednefs  are  the  principal  fea« 
tures  of  their  chara^^er.  Gold,  with  the  Mexicans,  has  not  that 
value  which  it  enjoys  elfewhere.  They  feem  to  give  without  re- 
luflance  what  has  coft  them  the  utmoft  labour  to  acquire.  The 
ncgleft  of  fe  Hi  111  interelb,  with  the  diflike  which  they  bear  to  their 
rulers,  and  confcquent'y  their  averfion  to  perform  the  talks  impolcd 
by  them,  feem  to  liave  been  the  only  grounds  of  that  much  exag- 
gerated indolence  with  which  the  Americans  have  been  charged; 
and,  after  all,  there  is  no  fet  of  people  in  that  country  who  labour 
more,  or  whofe  labour  is  mure  neceflary.  The  refpcdl  paid  by  the 
young  people  to  the  old,  and  by  children  to  their  parents,  feem  to 
be  feeJings  that  are  born  with  them.  Parents  are  very  fond  of  ditir 
children  ;  bnt  the  afleiT:ion  which  huf))ands  bear  to  their  wives  ii 
certainly  lefs  than  that  which  wives  bear  to  their  hulbands ;  and  it  is 
very  common  for  the  men  to  love  their  neighbour's  wives  better  then 
iheir  own. 
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•*  Connj^e  and  cownnlice  focm  ;iltcriia:cly  fo  to  ail'ctf^  their  r  iidy, 
th.it  it  is  often  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  one  or  tlit  other 
predominates :  they  meet  dangers  with  intripidity  wlicn  they  proceed 
from  intnral  ranl'cs,  but  arc  eafily  terrified  by  the  (lern  look  of  a 
Spaniard.  That  ihipid  indiffcrciue  about  death  and  eternity,  which 
many  authors  have  thought  inherent  in  the  character  of  evpry  Ame- 
rican, is  peculiar  only  to  thole  who  are  yet  fo  rude  and  iininfonvicct 
as  to  have  no  idea  of  a  future  ftatc." 

Thus  much  with  refpcrt  to  the  general  charai^er  of  the  Mcxi- 
onns  ;  but  Clavigcro  obfcrves,  that  *'  the  modern  Mexicans  are  I'ot 
in  all  refpeds  finiilar  to  the  ancient,  as  the  Greeks  of  thele  days 
have  little  refemblance  to  thofe  wlio  lived  in  the  times  of  Plato  and 
Verirlcs,  The  ancient  Mexicans  ftiewed  more  fire,  and  were  more 
fcnfiblc  to  the  imprefTions  of  honour  ;  they  were  more  intrepid, 
jnore  nimble,  more  ai'^ivc,  more  induflrious ;  but  they  were  at  ilic 
fame  time  more  fupcrfHtious  and  cruel.** 

The  prinr,ii)al  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  in  modern  times,  are  Spa* 
fiiards  fent  thither  by  the  court,  to  fill  the  polb  of  government. 
They  arc  obliged,  like  thofe  in  the  mother  country  who  afpire  to 
any  ecclefiaflical,  civil  or  military  employments,  to  prove,  thatthcr* 
have  been  neither  heretics,  Jews,  Mahommtdans,  nor  ariy  perfon 
ia  their  family  who  have  been  called  before  the  inquilition  for  four 
s);enerations.  Merchants  who  are  defirous  of  goirfg  to  Mexico,  as 
well  as  to  other  parts  of  America,  without  becoming  colonics,  are 
compelled  to  obferve  the  fame  forms :  they  are  alfo  obliged  to  fwear 
that  they  have  three  hundred  palms  of  merchandife,  their  own  pro- 
perty, in  the  fleet  in  which  they  embark,  and  that  they  will  not 
'  arry  their  wives  with  them.  On  thefe  abfurd  conJ.itions  they  be- 
come the  principal  agents  of  the  European  commerce  with  the  In- 
dies. Though  their  charter  is  only  to  continue  three  years,  and  a 
little  longer  for  countries  more  remote,  it  is  of  great  importance. 
To  them  alone  belongs  the  right  of  felling,  as  commiflioners,  the 
major  part  of  the  cargo.  If  thele  laws  were  obfcrved,  the  mer- 
chants itationed  in  the  new  world  would  be  confined  to  difpofe  of 
what  they  have  received  on  their  owi  account. 

The  predileflion  which  the  adminiftration  has  for  Spaniards  born 
in  Europe,  has  reduced  the  Spanifli  Creoles  to  accjuiefce  in  fubordi- 
nate  flations.  The  defendants  of  the  companions  of  Cortes,  and 
of  thofe  who  came  after  them,  being  conftantly  excluded  from  all 
places  of  honour  or  of  trtjft  that  were  any  way  conriderable,  have  feen 
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the  gradual  decay  of  the  power  that  fupported  their  fathers.  The  habit 
of  being  obliged  to  bear  that  iinjuft  contempt  with  which  they  have 
been  treated,  has  at  laft  made  them  become  really  oontemptible.  They 
have  totally  loll:,  in  the  vices  which  originate  from  indolence,  from 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  from  a  fuperfluous  enjoyment  of  all 
things,  that  firmncis  and  that  fort  of  pride  which  have  ever  charac- 
terifed  their  nation.  A  barbarous  luxury,  fhameful  pleafures,  and 
romantic  intrigues,  have  enervated  all  the  vigour  of  their  minds,  and 
fuperllition  hath  completed  the  ruin  of  their  virtues.  Blindly  de- 
voted to  priells  too  ignorant  to  enlighten  them  by  their  inftrudions, 
too  depraved  to  edify  them  by  their  example,  and  too  mercenary  to 
attend  to  both  tlicie  duties  of  their  fundion,  they  have  no  attach* 
ment  to  any  part  of  their  religion  but  that  which  enfeebles  the  mind, 
and  have  neglected  what  might  have  contributed  to  redify  their 
morals. 

The  Meflecs,  who  conflitute  the  third  order  of  citizens,  are  held 
in  ftiir  greater  contempt.  It  is  well  known  that  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, in  order  to  replenifh  a  part  of  th:»t  dreadful  vacancy  which  the 
avarice  and  cruelty  of  the  conquerors  had  occafioned,  and  to  regain 
the  coiifidence  of  thofe  who  had  efcaped  their  fury,  encouraged  as 
much  as  polnble  the  marriage  of  Spaniards  with  Indian  women : 
thele  alliances,  v.hich  became  pretty  common  throughout  all  Ame- 
rica, were  particularly  frequent  in  Mexico,  where  the  women  had 
more  underilanding  and  were  more  agreeable  than  in  other  places. 
The  Creoles  transferred  to  this  mixed  progeny  the  contemptuous 
flight  they  received  from  the  Europeans.  Their  condition,  equivo- 
cal at  firfl,  in  procefs  of  time  was  fixed  between  the  whites  and  the 
blacks. 

Thefe  blacks  are  not  very  numerous  in  Mexico.  As  the  natives  are 
wore  intelligent,  more  robuft  and  more  induftrioais,  than  thofe  of 
the  other  colonies,  they  have  hardly  introduced  any  Africans  except 
fuch  as  were  required  either  to  indirlgc  the  caprice,  or  perform  the 
domeftic  fervice,  of  rich  people.  Thefe  flaves,  who  are  much  be- 
loved by  their  mailers,  "on  whom  they  abfolutely  depend,  who  pur- 
chaled  them  at  an  extravagant  price,  and  who  make  them  the  mi- 
niilers  of  their  pleafures,  take  advantage  of  the  high  favour  they 
enjoy  to  opprefs  the  Mexicans :  they  alTume  ever  thefe  men,  wha 
are  called  free^  an  afcendancy  which  keeps  up  an  implacable  hatred 
between  the  two  nations.  The  law  has  fludied  to  encourage  this 
sverfion,  by  taking  eStftual  meafures  to  prevent  all  coone»^tion  be- 
tween 


^ 


^r    MEXICO,    OR    NEW-SPAIN".  lOl 

tw'cen  them.    Negroes  are  prohibited  from  Iwving  any  amorous  cor-. 
rcfponcience  with  the  Indians ;  the  men,  on  pain  of  being  mutilated  ; 
the  women,  of  being  feverely  puniflied.     On  all  thefe  accounts,  the 
Africans,  who  in  other  I'ettlements  are  enemies  to  Europeans,  are  ia  . 
the  Spaniflx  Indies  their  warm  friends. 

Authority  has  no  need  of  this  fupport,  at  ieaft  in  Mexico,  where 
population  is  no  longer  what  it  was  formerly.  The  full  hiftorians, 
iUid  thofe  who  copied  them,  have  recorded,  that  the  Spaniards 
found  there  ten  millions  of  fouls.  This  is  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
the  exaggerated  account  of  conquerors,  to  exalt  the  magnificence 
of  their  triumph  ;  and  it  was  adopted,  without  examination,  with 
fo  much  the  more  readinefs,  as  it  rendered  them  the  more  odious. 
We  need  only  trace  with  attention  the  progrcl's  of  thofe  ruffians  who 
at  firft  defobted  thefe  fine  countries,  in  order  to  be  convinced  that 
they  had  not  fucceeded  in  multiplying  men  at  Mexico  and  the  ad- 
jacent parts,  but  by  depopulating  the  center  of  the  empire ;  and 
that  the  provinces  which  are  remote  from  the  capital,  differed  in 
nothing  from  the  other  deferts  of  South  and  North-America.  It  is 
making  a  great  concefTion,  to  allow  that  the  population  of  Mexico 
has  only  been  exaggerated  one-half,  for  it  does  not  now  much  ex- 
ceed two  millions. 

It  is  generally  believed,  that  the  firfi:  conquerors  mafTacred  the 
Indians  out  of  wantonnefs,  and  that  even  the  priefls  incited  them 
to  thefe  afts  of  ferocity.  Undoubtedly  thefe  inhuman  foldicrs  fre- 
quently flicd  blood  without  even  an  apparent  motive  ;  and  certainly 
their  fanatic  miflionaries  did  not  oppofe  thefe  barbarities  as  they 
ought  to  have  done.  This  was  not,  however,  the  real  caufe,  the 
principal  fource  of  the  depopulation  of  Mexico ;  it  was  the  work  of 
a  ilow  tyranny,  and  of  that  avarice  which  exacted  from  its  wretched 
inhabitants  more  rigorous  toil  than  was  compatible  witi*  their  con- 
llitution  and  the  climate. 

This  oppreffion  was  coeval  with  the  conqueft  of  the  country.  AH 
the  lands  were  divided  between  the  crown,  the  companions  of  Cortes, 
and  the  grandees  or  miniflers  who  were  mofl  in  favour  at  the  court 
of  Spain.  The  Mexicans,  appointed  to  the  royal  domains,  were 
dcftined  to  public  labours,  which  originally  -were  confiderable.  The 
lot  of  thofe  who  were  employed  on  the  eflates  of  individuals  was 
ftill  more  wretched:  all  groaned  under  a  dreadful  yoke ;  they  wei'e 
ill  fed,  they  had  no  wages  given  them,  and  fervices  were  required' 
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of  them,  under  which  the  nioft  robuft  men  would  have  funk  :  thcif 
misfortunes  excited  the  compaffion  of  Bartholomew  de  las  Cafas, 

This  man,  fo  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  new  world,  had  accom- 
panied his  father  in  the  firfl  voyage  made  by  Columbus.  The  mild- 
nefs  and  fmiplicity  of  the  Indians  att'cfted  him  fo  ftrongly,  that  he; 
made  himfelf  an  ecclcfiaftic,  in  order  to  devote  his  labours  to  their 
converlion  ;  but  this  loon  became  the  lead  of  his  attention.  As  he 
was  more  a  man  than  a  prieft,  he  felt  more  for  the  cruelties  excrcifed 
againftthem  than  for  their  fuperftitions.  He  was  continually  hurry- 
ing from  one  hemUphcrc  to  the  other,  in  order  to  comi"utt  the  people 
for  whom  he  had  conceived  an  attachment,  or  to  fot'ten  their  tyrants. 
This  conduft,  which  made  him  idolized  by  the  one,  and  dreaded  by 
the  other,  had  not  the  fuccels  he  cxpcftcd.  The  hope  of  ftriking  awe, 
by  a  character  revered  among  the  Spaniards,  determined  him  to  ac- 
cept the  bifliopric  of  Chiapa  in  Mexico.  When  he  was  convinced 
that  this  dignity  was  an  infufficient  barrier  againft  that  avarice  and 
cruelty  which  he  endeavoured  to  check,  he  abdicated  it.  It  was  then 
that  this  courageous,  firm,  diiinterened  man,  a^rcufed  his  conntry 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  whole  univerfe.  In  his  account  of  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  Spaniards  in  America,  he  accufes  them  of  having  de- 
ftroyed  fifteen  millions  of  the  Indians.  They  ventured  to  find  fault 
vith  the  acrimony  of  his  ftile,  but  no  one  convicted  him  of  exaggera- 
tion. His  writings,  which  indicate  the  amiable  turn  of  his  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  fubliaiity  of  his  fentiinent-,  have  (lamped  a  difgrace 
upon  his  barbarous  countrymen,  which  time  hath  not,  nor  never  wiU 
efface. 

The  court  of  Madrid,  awakened  by  the  reprefentations  of  the  vir- 
tuous Las  Cafas,  and  by  tiie  indignation  of  tht- whole  world,  became 
fenfible  at  laft,  that  the  tyranny  it  permitted  was  repugnant  to  re- 
ligion, to  humanity,  and  to  policy,  and  refolved  to  break  the  chains 
of  the  Mexicans.  Their  liberty  was  now  only  conftrained  by  the  folc 
condition,  that  they  fliould  not  quit  the  territory  where  they  were 
fettled.  This  precaution  owed  its  origin  to  the  fear  that  waf  enter- 
tained of  their  going  to  join  the  wandering  favages  to  the  north  and 
Ibuth  of  the  empire. 

With  their  lihtrty  their  lands  ought  alio  to  have  been  reflored'^-to 
them,  bnt  this  was  not  done.  This  injuftice  compelled  them  to  work 
folcly  for  their  opprellbrs.  It  was  only  decreed,  that  the  Spaniard?, 
in  whole  fervicc  they  laboured,  fliould  flipulate  to  keep  thena  \vc!>, 
H>nd  nay  them  to  the  amount  of  five  pounds  fivelliillings  a  year. 
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From  thefe  profits  the  tribute  impofcd  by  government  was  fub- 
tracted,  together  with  four  fluUings  and  four-pence  half-penny  for 
un  inllitiition,  which  is  aitoiiifliing  the  conquerors  fliould  have 
thought  of  eftablifliing.  This  was  a  futid  fet  apart  in  each  coinnm- 
nitv,  and  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  fuch  Indians  as  were  decayed 
or  indifpofed,  and  to  their  fupport  under  private  or  public  cala- 
mities 

The  diftribution  of  this  fund  was  committed  to  their  caciques, 
Thefe  were  not  the  delcendants  of  thofe  whom  they  found  in  the 
country  at  the  time  of  the  conqucft.  The  Spaniards  chofe  then* 
from  among  thofe  Indians  wl:o  appeared  the  moil  attached'  to  theii* 
interefts,  and  w>Te  under  no  apprehenfion  at  making  thefe  dignities 
hereditary.  Their  authority  Vv-as  limited  to  the  fupporting  the 
police  in  their  di(lric>,  which  in  general  extended  eight  or  ten 
leagues,  to  the  collci-'tiiig  the  tribute  of  thofe  Indians  who  la- 
boured on  their  own  account,  tliat  of  the  others  being  ftopt  by  the 
tnafters  whom  they  ferved,  and  to  the  preventing  thei"-  flight  by- 
keeping  them  always  under  their  infpetlion,  and  not  fuftering  them 
to  contract  any  engagement  without  their  confent.  As  a  reward  ol 
their  ferviccs,  thefe  magiftrates  obtained  from  go\'ernmGnt  a  pro- 
perty. They  were  permitted  to  take  out  of  the  common  (lock  two- 
pence half-penny  annually,  for  every  Indian  under  their  iurifdi(flion. 
At  iaft  they  were  empowered  to  get  uicir  iields  cultivated  by  fucli 
young  men  as  were  not  yet  fubjeifl  to  the  poll  tax;  and  to  employ 
girls  till  the  time  of  their  marriage,  in  fuch  occupations  as  were 
adapted  to  their  fex,  without  allowing  them  any  ialary  except  their 
maintenance. 

Thefe  infiitutions,  which  totally  changed  the  condition  of  the 
Indians  in  Mexico,  irritated  the  Spaniards  to  a  degree  not  to  be 
conceived.  Their  pride  would  ntt  iuffer  them  to  coniider  the  Ame- 
rictins  as  free  men,  nor  would  their  avarice  permit  them  to  pay  for 
labour  which  hitherto  had  cofl  them  nothing.  They  employed  them- 
ielvcs  fucceliivelv,  or  in  combination,  craft,  remonftrances,  and  vio- 
lence, to  etfedl  fub^'crfion  of  an  arrangement  which  lb  ilrongly 
contradicted  then  warmed  palfions  ;  but  their  efforts  were  ineffec- 
tual. Las  Caias  had  raifcd  up  for  his  beloved  Indians  protedors  who 
Seconded  his  defign  with  zeal  and  warmth.  The  Mexicans  themfelves 
finding  a  fupport,  impeached  their  opprellbrs  before  the  tribunals, 
4nd  even  the  tribunals  that  were  either  weak  or  in  the  intereft  of 
tiie  court.  They  cani.'d  their  r^folution  fo  far,  as  evsn  unanimoufly 
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to  refufe  to  work  for  thole  who  had  treated  any  of  their  coimtrymcit 
with  injuftice.  This  mutual  agreement,  more  than  any  other  cir- 
cumftance,  gave  folidity  to  the  regulations  which  had  been  decreed  t 
the  other,  prefcribed  by  the  laws,  was  grad 'nlly  eftablilhed.  There 
was  no  longer  any  regular  fyftem  of  opprclFion,  but  merely  feveral 
of  thofe  particular  vexations  which  a  vanquiflied  people,  who 
have  loll  their  government,  can  hardly  avoid  from  thofe  who  have 
fubued  it. 

Thefe  clandefline  acfls  of  injuftice  did  not  prevent  the  Mexicans 
from  recovering,  from  time  to  time,  certain  detached  portions  of  that 
immcnfe' territory  of  which  their  fathers  had  been  defpoiled.  They 
purchafed  them  of  the  royal  domain,  or  of  the  great  proprietors.  It 
was  not  their  labour  which  enabled  them  to  make  thefe  arquifitions ; 
i'ov  this  they  were  indebted  to  the  hnppinefs  of  having  difcovered, 
lome  of  them,  mines,  others,  treaiures,  which  had  been  con- 
cealed at  the  time  of  the  conqueft.  The  greateft  number  derived 
their  refources  from  the  priefts  and  nonks,  to  whom  they  owed  their 
txiilence. 

Even  thofe  who  experienced  a  fortune  lefs  propitiou?,  procured 
for  themfelves,  by  the  fole  profits  of  their  pay,  more  convenience 
than  they  had  enjoyed  before  they  underwent  a  foreign  yoke.  We 
lliould  be  very  much  deceived  if  we  ftiould  judge  of  the  ancient  prof- 
perity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  by  what  has  been  faid  by  diflcrcnC 
writers  of  its  emperor,  its  court,  its  capital,  and  the  governors  of  its 
provinces.  Defpotifm  had  there  produced  thofe  fatal  effefts  which  it 
produces  every  where.  The  whole  flate  was  facrificed  to  the  ca- 
prices, pleafure?,  and  magnificence,  of  a  fmall  number  of  pcrfons. 

The  government  drew  confiderable  advantages  from  the  mines 
which  it  caui'ed  to  be  worked,  and  ftill  greater  from  thofe  which  v;erc 
in  the  hands  of  individuals.  The  fait  works  greatly  added  to  its  re- 
venue. Thofe  who  followed  agriculture,  at  the  time  of  harveft  paid 
a  kind  of  a  third  of  all  the  jiroduce  of  the  lands,  whether  they  be- 
longed to  them  as  their  own  prnpeitv,  or  whether  they  were  only  the 
fanners  of  them.  Men  who  lived  by  the  chace,  fifliermcn,  pot- 
ters, and  all  mechanics,  paid  the  fame  proportion  of  their  induftry 
every  month.  Even  the  poor  were  taxed  at  certain  fixed  contribu- 
tions, which  their  labour  or  their  alms  might  put  them  in  a  condition 
to  pay. 

The  Mexicans  are  now  lefs  unhappy ;  European  fr Slits,  corn  and 
cattle,  have  rendered  their  food  more  wholefome,   agreeable,  and 
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alnirdant.  Their  houfes  are  better  built,  better  difpofcd,  and 
better  furniflied.  Shoes,  drawers,  fliirtc,  agannent  of  \v«ol  or  cot- 
ton, a  rulF,  and  a  hat.  conftinite  their  diefs.  The  dignity  Tvhich  it 
has  been  agreed  to  annex  to  thefe  enjoyments,  has  made  them  better 
econoniifts,  and  more  laborious.  This  cafe,  however,  is  far  from 
being  iiniverfai ;  it  is  even  very  uncommon  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mines,  towns,  and  great  roads,  where  tyranny  feldom  deeps :  bnt  we 
often  find  it  with  iatisfaiftion  in  remote  pares,  where  the  Spaniards 
arc  not  numerous,  and  where  they  have  in  feme  meafure  become 
Mexicans. 

The  employments  of  this  people  are  very  various ;  the  moft  intel- 
ligent, and  thofc  who  are  in  eafy  circumftanccs,  devote  themfelves  to 
the  moft  necefTary  and  mod  ufef»il  manufad^ures,  which  are  dif- 
perfed  through  the  whole  empire.  The  mofb  beautiful  manufac- 
tures are  cftabliflied  among  the  pcoiile  of  TI:;fcal  ;  their  old  capital, 
and  the  new  one,  which  is  called  AngeJos,  are  the  center  of  this  in- 
duftry  ;  here  they  manufafture  cloth  that  is  pretty  Hne,  calicoes 
that  have  an  agreeable  appearance,  certain  flight  filks,  good 
hats,  gold  lace,  embroidery,  lace,  glafles,  and  a  great  deal  of  h?rd- 
ware. 

The  care  of  flocks  affords  a  maintenance  to  fome  Mexican?,  whom 
fortune  or  nature  have  not  called  to  more  diftinguiftied  employments. 
America,  at  the  time  it  was  difcovei'cd,  had  neither  hogs,  flieep, 
oxen,  horfes,  nor  even  any  domeftic  animal.  Columbus  carried 
fome  of  thefe  ufeful  animals  to  St.  Domingo,  from  whence  they  were 
generally  difperfed,  and  at  Mexico  more  than  any  other  place  :  thefe 
have  multiplied  prodigiouHy.  They  count  their  horned  cattle  by 
thoufands,  whofe  llvins  are  become  an  objeft  of  confiderable  expor- 
tation. The  horfes  are  degenerated,  but  the  quality  is  compenfated 
by  the  number.  Hog's  lard  is  here  fiiblHtu ted  ibr  butter.  Sheep's 
wool  is  dry,  coarfe,  and  bad,  as  it  is  every  where  between  the 
tropxs. 

The  vine  and  olive  tree  have  experienced  the  fame  degeneracy  ; 
the  cultivation  of  them  was  at  Hi  ft  prohibited,  with  a  view  of  leav- 
ing a  iVee  market  for  the  commodities  of  the  mother  country.  la 
1706,  perm iilion  was  given  to  the  Jefu it",  and  a  little  afterwards  to 
the  Marquis  Del  Valle,  a  defcendant  from  Cortes,  to  cuhivate 
them  :  the  attempts  have  not  proved  fuccefsful.  The  trials,  indeed, 
that  have  been  made,  have  not  been  abandoned,  but  no  perfon  has 
folicited  the  liberty  of  following  an  examp'e  whjcii  did  not  promiis 
Vol.  iV.  •  li»  aay 
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any  great  emoluments.  Other  cultures  have  been  more  fucccfsful ; 
cotton,  fiig.'ir,  lilk,  cocoa,  tobacco,  and  European  corn,  h;.ve  ail 
thriven  in  fonie  degree.  The  Spaniards  arc  encouraged  to  profecutc 
the  labours  which  tliefe  cultures  require,  from  the  happy  circumftance 
of  their  having  dilcovcrcd  iron  mines,  which  were  entirely  unknown 
to  the  Mexicans,  as  well  as  lome  mines  of  a  kind  of  copper  that  is 
hare'  enough  to  i'cvve  for  implements  of  hiifbandry ;  ail  thefe  articles, 
however,  for  want  of  men  and  indudry,  arc  merely  confumed  within 
the  country.  There  is  only  the  vanilla,  indigo,  and  cochineal,  whieh 
make  a  part  of  the  trade  of  Mexico  with  other  nations, 

N  E  W  -  M  E  X  I  C  O. 

New-Mexico  i.^  fo  called,  becaufe  of  its  being  dlfcovered  later  than 
Old-Mexico;  is  boumlcd  on  the  north  by  high  mountains,  beyond 
which  is  a  country  altogether  imknown  ;  by  Louifiana  on  the  eaft  ; 
by  New-Spain  on  the  fouth  ;  and  on  the  weft  by  the  gulph  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  Rio  Colorado;  extending,  it  is  faid,  above  one  hun- 
ched miles  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  about  nine  hundred  from  fouth  to 
north  ;  but  the  twentieth  part  of  the  country  within  thefe  limits  is 
neither  cultivated  nor  inhabited,  either  by  Spaniards  or  Indians.  As 
it  lies  in  the  niidlc  of  ilje  temperate  zone,  the  climate,  in  general, 
is  very  pleafaiit  ;  the  fummers,  though  very  warm,  are  neither 
fultry  nor  unwholcfome  ;  and  the  winters,  though  pretty  (harp, 
are  far  from  being  infupportable,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  clear  and 
healthy. 

The  greatcft  encomiums  are  laviflied  on  the  fertility  of  the  foil, 
the  richnefs  of  the  miiies,  and  the  variety  of  valuable  commoditic* 
produced  in  thia  ccjuntry.  It  is  faid  to  be  beautifully  diverfified  with 
ticlds,  nie..do'vv?,  rilinj.^  grounds,  and  rivers  ;  abounding  with  fruit 
and  timber  tice:-.  tur(|Uoifei,  emeralds,  and  other  precious  ftone;, 
mines  of  gold  and  lilver,  a  great  variety  of  wild  and  tame  cattle,  fifli 
and  fowls.  Upon  ilita  whole,  we  may  fiifely  affirm,  that  New-Mexico 
is  among  the  pleaianteft,  richeft,  and  moft  plentiful  countries  iq, 
America,  or  any  other  p;;rt  of  the  world.  There  are  few  great  or 
navigable  rivers  in  it :  the  moft  confiderable  are,  the  Rio  Solado,  and 
Rio  del  Norte,  which,  with  feveral  fmaUer  ftreiaiis,  fall  into  the 
gulph  of  Mexico.  On  the  coaft  of  the  gulph  are  dives  bays,  ports, 
and  creeks,  which  might  be  eafily  converted  into  excellent  harbours, 
if  the  Spaniards  were  pofllfled  of  any  portion  of  that  commercial  Ipirit 
which  animates  the  other  maritime  nations  of  Europe. 
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The  Spanifli  writers  tell  us,  that  Ncw-Mcxico  is  inliabitctl  by  a 
rrcat  variety  of  Jiulian  nations  or  tribes,  totally  iiiiconnc»^f(l  with 
each  other;  but  the  princii)al  arc  the  Apache?,  a  brave,  warlike,  re- 
f(!hne  people,  fond  of  liberty,  and  the  inveterate  enemies  of  tyranny 
and  oppreflion.  About  the  clofe  of  the  lall  century,  thinkiny  tlicm- 
felvcs  aggrieved  by  the  Spanifli  government,  they  riadc  a  general 
infurreaion,  and  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchitf,  b'lt  wcie  at  lall  obIi<;c(l 
to  fiibmit,  and  have  fincc  been  curbed  by  ftrontjcr  garrifons,  Moft 
of  the  natives  arc  now  Chriftians.  When  the  Spaniards  iiift  entered 
this  country,  they  fomid  the  natives  well  clothed,  tluir  lands  culti- 
vated, their  villages  neat,  and  their  houfes  built  with  fione.  Their 
flocks  alfo  were  n  imerous,  and  they  lived  more  comfortably  than 
niofl  of  the  other  favages  of  America.  As  to  religion,  they  were 
idolaters,  and  worfliipped  the  fun  and  moon  ;  but  wh.ethcr  they  of- 
fered human  facrifices,  we  are  not  fufliciently  informed. 

As  to  the  number  of  the  provinces  of  this  country,  wc  can  advance 

nothing  certain  ;  fome  writers  miking  thci-.i  only  five,  others  ten, 

fifteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-five,  but  adding  no  dcfcription,  either  of 

them,  or  the  towns  contained  in  them,  excepting  the  capital,  Santa 

Fj,  which  we  are  told  Hands  near  the  fourcc  of  thcllio   d^l  Norte, 

in  36°  north  latitude,  and  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  from 

thegulph;  that  it  is  a  well-built,  hant'.fomc,  rich  town,  and  the  leat 

of  the  bifliop,  fuffragan   of  Mexico,  as  well   as    the    governor   of 

the  province,  who  is  I'ubordinate  to  the  viceroy  of  INIexito,  or  Xeu- 

Spain. 

CALIFORNIA. 

California  is  the  moll  northerly  of  all  the  Spanifli  dominions  on  the 
continent  of  America,  is  fometimes  diftintniiilied  bv  the  name  of 
New-Albion,  and  the  Iflas  Carabiras  ;  but  the  moft  ancient  appella- 
tion is  California,  a  word  probably  owing  to  fome  accident,  or  to 
fome  words  fpoken  by  the  Indians  and  miiundcrflood  by  th.e  Spa- 
niards. For  a  long  time  California  was  thought  to  be  an  idand,  but 
Father  Caino,  a  German  Jefuit,  difcovered  it  to  be  a  peninfula  join- 
ing to  the  coaft  of  New-Mexico,  and  the  fouthern  parts  of  America. 
This  peninfula  extends  from  Cape  St.  Sebr.ftian,  lying  in  north  lati- 
tude 43''  30',  to  Cape  St.  Liicar,  which  lie.-  in  north  latitude  22®  32'. 
It  is  divided  from  New-Mexico  by  the  gulph,  or,  as  fome  call  ir,  the 
lakf  of  California,  or  Vermillion  Tea,  on  the  ead  ;  on  the  north,  by 
that  part  of  the  continent  of  North-America  which  is  leaft  known  ;  and 
en  the  weft  and  Ibuth,  by  tht  Pacific  ocean  or  great  South  fea.    The 
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coafls,  cfpccially  towards  the  VniTiiHion  fen,  are  covered  with  Inhn- 
bitcd  iflunds,  on  foiiic  of  which  the  JcTuii'^  have  eftribliflicd  fcttle- 
nients,  fuch  ns  St.  Clemenr,  Pnvaros,  St.  Anne,  Ctdars,  fo  calk-d 
from  the  gicat  niiinbcr  of  tliefe  tree  <  ;■  prodiircs,  St.  Jofeph,  and  a 
nAittitude  of  others.  l]iitthe  illinds  bed  known,  are  three  lying  off 
cape  St.  Lurar,  towards  the  Mexican  toall.  Thefe  are  called  Lea 
Tres  Mariaii,  "  the  three  Maries."  They  are  but  fmall,  have  good 
wood  and  water,  f.ilt  pits,  and  abinidante  of  game  ;  therefore  the 
l'nr;lifh  and  French  pirates  have  fomctimes  wintered  there,  when 
bound  on  crui/es  in  the  Soutli  Sens. 

As  California  lies  altogether  within  the  temperate  zone,  the  m- 
tives  are  neither  chilled  with  cold,  nor  fcorched  with  heat ;  an<l,  in- 
deed, thj  improvements  in  agriculture  made  by  the  Jefuits,  afford 
Ilror.g  prool'd  of  the  excvllcncy  of  the  climate.  In  feme  places  the 
ai'  is  extremely  hot  and  dry,  and  the  earth  wild,  rugged,  and  bar- 
rt  IT.  In  a  country  ftretching  about  eight  hundred  miles  in  length, 
tl'icre  nuift  be  a  ccnfiderable  variation  of  foil  and  climate  ;  and,  in- 
deed, we  find,  from  good  authority,  that  California  produces  fome 
of  the  moft  beautiful  lawn?>  as  well  as  many  of  the  moft  inhofpitab!e 
defarts  in  the  univerfe.  Upon  the  whole,  although  California  is  ra- 
ther rough  and  craggy,  we  are  alFured  by  the  Jefuit  Vinegas,  and 
other  good  wrirers,  that  with  due  culture,  it  furnifhes  every  necef- 
fary  and  eonvcniency  of  life  ;  and  that  even  where  the  atmofphere  is 
hotteft,  vapours  riling  fVom  the  fea,  and  difperfed  by  pleafant 
breezes,  render  it  of  a  moderate  temperature. 

T!;e  pcniniula  of  California  is  now  flocked  with  all  forts  of  domeftic 
animals  known  in  Spain  and  Mexico.  Horfes,  mules,  afles,  oxen, 
flieep,  hog?,  g  at2,  and  a!l  other  quadrupeds  imported,  thrive  and 
inereafe  in  this  country.  Among  the  native  animals  is  a  fpecies  of 
clccr,  of  the  fize  ofa  young  heifer,  and  greatly  rcfembling  it  in  lliapej 
thv-  .icad  is  like  that  of  a  deer,  and  the  horui  thick  and  crooked  like 
thofe  if  >;  ram.  1  he  hoof  of  the  animal  is  large,  round,  and  cloven, 
the  fkin  fpot'cl,  but  the  hair  thinner,  and  the  tail  fharper  than  thofc 
cfa  dcci-.  It;  fl-'fli  is  g^itarly  efteemed.  There  is  another  animal 
pccnliar  to  ihiv  ■  ountp, ,  laigerand  more  bulky  than  a  llieep,  but 
greatly  rt.Tomhll;;  ;  it  in  figure,  and,  like  it,  covered  with  a  fine  black 
or  white  worl.  fiie  ficlh  of  this  animal  is  nourifliing  and  delicious, 
Tii'.u,  bnppily  for  the  native?,  is  fo  abundant,  that  nothing  more  is  re- 
quired thun  ihe  trouble  of  hunting,  as  thefe  animals  wander  about 
in  drt  >es  in  the  foreils  and  on  the  mountains.    Father  Torqucmaiio 
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dcfcribes  a  creature  which  he  calls  a  fpccies  of  large  bear,  fomething 
hke  a  butValo,  of  the  lize  ot  n  fleer,  ami  nearly  of  the  figure  of  a  (lag; 
its  liair  is  a  quarter  of  a  yard  in  Icngtli,  its  iicck  long  and  ankw  ard, 
and  on  its  forehead  are  horns  branched  like  thcfe  of  a  ihit;.  The  tail 
is  a  yard  in  Icngtii,  and  half  a  yard  in  bicatiih,  and  the  iimifs  clovcti 


like  thole  of  an  ox.  With  regard  to  birds',  wc  have  but  an  in. perfect 
account ;  only,  in  general,  Father  Venegas  .ells  us,  that  the  coaft  is 
plentifully  ilorcd  with  peacocks,  btiftards,  geefe,  eruues,  and  nioft 
of  the  birds  common  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  'Jhe  quantity  of 
fifli  which  refort  to  thel'e  co.dls  aie  incredible.  Salmon,  turbi)t, 
barbel,  Ikate,  mackerel,  &c.  are  caught  here  with  very  little  trouble; 
together  with  pearl  oyfters,  ton\mon  oylkrs,  lubiler?,  and  a  variety 
of  excpiifite  fhell  fifli.  Plenty  of  turtle  are  alio  caught  on  the  coalfs. 
On  the  South  lea  coafts  are  fonie  fliell  fifli  peculiar  to  it,  and  perhaj)S 
the  mofl  beautiful  in  tlie  world  ;  their  iuftre  furpafling  that  of  the 
fineft  pearl,  and  darting  their  rays  through  a  tranfparent  varnilli  of 
an  elegant  vivid  blue,  like  the  lajiis  lazuli.  The  fame  of  California 
for  pearls  foon  drew  forth  great  numbers  of  adventiners,  whofearched 
every  part  of  the  gulph,  and  are  flill  employed  in  that  work,  not- 
withftanding  fafliion  has  greatly  diminiflicd  the  value  of  this  elegant 
natural  prodiu  tion.  Father  Torquemado  obferves,  that  the  Tea  of 
California  affords  very  rich  pearl  fillieries,  and  that  the  hoftias,  or 
beds  of  oyfters,  may  be  feen  in  three  or  four  fathoms  water,  alnufl  as 
plain  as  if  they  were  on  the  furface. 

The  extremity  of  the  peninfula  towards  cape  St.  Lucar  is  more 
level,  temperate,  and  fertile  than  the  other  parts,  and  confcc^uently 
more  woody.  ]i\  the  mo.e  uiftant  parts,  even  to  the  farthcft  milTions 
on  the  eaft  coaft,  no  lp>'g:c  timber  ha;h  yet  been  dilcovcred.  A 
fpecies  «'f  manna  is  found  in  this  country,  which,  according  to 
the  accounts  of  the  Jefuits,  has  all  the  fwcetnels  of  refined  fngar 
without  its  whitenefs.  The  natives  firmly  believe  thai  the  juice  drops 
from  heaven. 

The  Californians  are  well  made,  and  very  ftrong ;  they  are  ex- 
tremely pufiUanimous,  inconftant,  (lup^l,  and  even  infeniible,  and 
feem  deferving  of  the  charafter  given  to  the  Indians  in  general.  Be- 
fore the  Europeans  penetrated  into  California,  the  natives  had  no 
form  of  religion.  The  miflionaries,  indeed,  tell  us  many  tales  con- 
leming  them,  but  they  fo  evidently  bear  the  marks  of  forgery,  as 
not  to  be  worth  repeating.  Each  nation  was  then  an  afiembla' e  of 
mure  or  lefs  numerous,  that  were  all  m 
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derated  by  allinnres,  but  without  any  chief.  They  were  ftnngfrt 
even  to  filial  oheiliciire.  No  kind  cf  ilrcfs  wr.s  iifed  by  the  mrn,  but 
the  women  made  ufc  of  fome  coverin;;,  and  were  cm  fond  of  orna- 
menting tlicnifelves  with  pearls  and  fiich  other  trinkets  us  the  rov.v.tvy 
aft'ordtd.  What  mollly  difplaycd  their  ingenuity  was  the  conftrur- 
ti;jn  of  their  fiihing  nets,  vdiich  arc  faid  by  the  Jcfuits  to  have  cvri\ 
exceeded  in  pnodnels  thofe  made  in  B-urope  ;  they  were  made  by 
the  women,  of  a  coarfe  kind  of  flax  procured  from  fome  plants  v.hich 
grow  there.  Their  hoafes  were  built  of  branches  and  leaves  of  trees ; 
nay,  many  of  them  were  only  inclofures  ofcar;hand  ftone,  niiful 
half  a  yanl  high,  without  any  covering,  atid  cvt-n  thefe  were  fo  fmall, 
that  they  could  not  ftrctch  themfelves  at  length  in  them.  In  whiter 
they  dwelt  under  ground,  in  caves  either  natural  or  artificicd. 

In  1526,  Ferdinand  Cortes  having  reduced  and  fettled  Mexico, 
attempted  the  conqueft  of  California,  but  was  obliged  to  retuin, 
without  even  taking  a  furvey  of  the  country,  a  report  of  his  death 
having  difpofcd  the  Mexicans  to  general  infurrcftion.     Some  other 
attempts  were  made  by  the  officers  of  Cortes,  but  thefe  were  alfo  un- 
i'uccefsful,  and  this  valuable  coaft  was  long  negleftcd  by  the  .Spani- 
ards, who,  to  this  day,  have  but  one  fettlement  upon  it.     In  1595, 
a  galleon  was  fent  to  make  difcoveries  on  the  Californian  fliore,  but 
the  veflel  was  unfortunatelv  lofl.     Seven  vears  after,  tlie  Count  de 
JMonteroy,  then  viceroy  of  New-Spam,  fent  Seballian  liifcayno  on 
tbe  fame  defign  with  two  fliips  and  a  tender,  but  he  made  no  difco- 
very  of  importance.   In  1684,  the  Marquis  de  Laguna,  alfo  viceroy 
of  New-Spairi,  difpatched  two  fliips  with  a  tender  to  make  difcove- 
ries on  the   lake  of  California  ;  he  returned  with  an  indifferent  ac- 
count, but  was  among  the  firft  that  aflerted  that  California  was  not 
an  ifland,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Father  Caino,  as  al- 
ready related.     In   1697,  the  Spaniards  being  difcouraged  by  their 
lofTcs  and  difuppointments,  the  Jefuits  follcited  and  obtained  permif- 
fion  to  undertake  the  conqueft  of  California.     They  arrived  among 
the  favages  with  curiofities  that  might  amufe  them,  corn  for  their 
food,  and  clothes  for  which  they  cotild  not  but  perceive  tbe  neceiiity. 
The  hatred  thefe  people  bore  the  Spanifli  name,  could  not  ftipport 
jtielf  againft  thefe  demonflrations  of  benevolence.  They  tcftified  their 
acknowledgments  as  much  as  their  want  of  fenfibiliiy  aud  their  iii- 
conftancy  would  permit  them.     Thefe  faults  were  partly  overcome  by 
the  religious  inftitutors,  who  purfued  their  projcft  with  a  degree  of 
warmth  and  refolution  peculiar  to  the  fociety.     They  made  them- 
t  felvei 
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fclvcs  carpenters,  mnfons,  weavers,  and  hurtiandmen ;  and  by  thcfc 
means  I'liccecded  in  imparting  knowJedge,  and  in  Ionic  iricafnre  a 
talk  for  the  iifeful  arts,  to  this  lavage  people,  who  have  hren  all  I'uc- 
ccflivcl)  formed  into  one  body.     In  1745,  they  oompofcd  forty-three 
\iilages,  lijparated  tVoni  each  other  by  the  burrenuefs  of  the  loil  and 
the  want  of  water.     Th^  inliabitants  of  thefe  fmali  villages  fubfift 
principally  on  corn  and  pulfe,  which  they  cultivate,  and  on  the  fruits 
and  dumeltic  animals  of  Europe,  the  brt\;ding  of  which  lal>  is  aii  ob- 
jcd  of  continual  attention.    The  Indians  have  each  their  field,  and 
the  property  of  what  they  reap  ;  but  fuch  is  their  want  of  fore  light, 
that  they  would  fquander  in  a  day  what  they  had  gathered,  if  the 
niillionary  did  not  take  upon  himfelf  todiftribiitc  it  to  them  as  they 
(lood  in  need  of  it.     They  manufacture  fonie  coarfe  ftulVs,  and  the 
nccelDries  they  arc  in  want  of  are  purchafed  with  pearls,  and  with  wine 
nearly  refembhng  that  of  Madeira,  which  tb.ey  i'ell  to  the  Mexicans 
xk\  to  the  galleons,  and  which  experieiice  hath  fl;own  the  neceflity 
of  prohibiting  in  California.     A  few  laws,  which  are  very  liniple, 
are  futlicicnt  to  regulate  this  rifing  ftatc.     In  order  to  inforre  them, 
the  niillionary  choofcs  the  moft  intelligent  perlbn  of  the  village,  Vrho 
is  empowered  to  whip  and  imprilt-n,  tlic  only  punifiimcnts  of  which 
thev  have  any  knovvljd^-e.  In  all  California,  there  are  only  two  crarri- 
fons,  each  confifting  of  thirty  men,  and  a  foldier  with'every  niilhouary; 
thefe  troops  were  cliofen  by  the  legillaturs,  though  they  arc  paid  by 
the  government.     Were  the  court  of  Tvladrid  to  pudi  their  intereft 
wtth  half  the  zeal  of  the  Jel'uits,  California  might  become -one  of  the 
mort  valuable  of  their  acquilitions,  on  account  of  the  pearls  and  other 
valuable  articles  of  commerce  which  the  country  contains.     At  pre- 
fent,  tlie  little  Spanilh  town  near  cape  St.  Lucar  is  made  nfe  of  for  no 
other  purpofe  than  as  a  place  of  refrefliment  for  the  MnnilJa  Ihips, 
and  the  head  rcfuience  of  the  millionaries. 

GOVERNMENT,  COAniERCE,  &c. 

The  civil  government  of  all  this  vaft  country,  included  in  the  ge- 
neral name  of  Mr:xico,  is  adminiftered  by  tribunals,  called  audiences, 
three  of  which  are  held  in  Old,  and  two  in  New-Mexico.  In  thelis 
courts  the  viceioy  of  the  King  of  Spain  prefides;  his  employment  is 
f'lc  greatefl  truft  and  power  iiis  Catholic  Majefty  has  at  his  dilpofal, 
and  is  perhaps  the  richeft  government  intrufted  to  any  fubjefl  in  the 
world.    The  viceroy  coutinues  in  olHce  thirce  years. 

The 
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Tlic  clergy  are  cxcecdinj^ly  ninneroiis  in  Mexico  ;  the  pricftj; 
monks,  and  mins,  of  all  ortlcr?,  make  a  fifth  part  of  the  white  inha- 
bitants, both  Iicrc  and  in  other  parts  of  Spnnifli  America. 

The  city  of  Mexico  is  the  oldcft  in  America,  of  which  we  have 
any  iicconnt.  Tlie  Al)l)c  Ciavijrfro,  wlio  is  our  anthnrity  for  thf 
prccediiifj  accoimt  of  this  coufitry,  dates  its  foundation  as  fir  back  as 
1-^25.  It  is  fituatcd  in  tlie  ch.irminf;  vale  of  Mexico,  on  fevcral  fn>,'' 
iflands,  in  liike  Tctzciico,  in  north  latitude  ig'^  26',  and  276"  34' 
\vcfl:  longitude  from  I'trro.  This  vale  is  furrounded  with  lofty  aii(' 
verdant  motnitains,  and  formerly  contained  no  Icfs  than  forty  emi- 
nent cities,  btlides  villajjes  and  hamlets.  The  city  is  lubiei"^  to  fre- 
quent inundations  ns  is  calily  accounted  for  from  its  locnl  fit  nation, 
the  hike  in  whih  it  thnds  bein^;the  refcrvoir  of  the  waters  Uowing 
from  the  ncic'ihouring  niountainn. 

Concernino  the  ancient  population  of  this  city  there  are  variouj 
opinions.  Tlic  hitlorians  moft  to  be  relied  on  fay,  that  it  was  nearly 
nine  miles  in  circumference,  and  contained  upwarda  of  fixty  thoufaiid 
honies,  coniainijig  each  from  four  to  ten  inhabitants.  Some  hifto- 
rians  reckon  one  hundred  and  twenty  thouland,  and  fome  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  houfcs.  By  a  late  accuiate  enumeration, 
made  by  the  mngiftrates  and  prielh,  it  appeal  s  that  the  i)relent  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  exceeds  two  hundred  thoufand.  We  may  form 
fome  idea  of  its  jiopuloufnefs  from  the  (juantity  of  pulque  *  and  to- 
bacco which  arc  daily  coniumed  in  it,  afcertained  from  the  curtom- 
Jioufe  boolis,  February  23,  1775.  Evciy  day  ujtwards  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety  thoufand  pounds  of  pulque  are  carried  into  the  city, 
which  are  almoft  folely  confumcd  by  the  Indians  and  Mulattoes,  wiio 
drink  this  beverage.  The  tax  upon  it  amounts  annually  to  about  two 
hundred  and  eighty  tliouflnul  crowns.  The  daily  confumption 
of  tobaLCO  is  reckoned  at  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
crowns. 

The  greatcft  curiofity  in  the  city  of  Mexico  is  their  floating  gar- 
dens. \Vhe»  the  Mexicans,  about  the  year  1325,  were  fubdued  by 
the  Colhuan  and  Tipanecan  nations,  and  confined  to  the  fmall 
iilands  in  the  lake,  having  no  land  to  cultivate,  they  were  tauf^ht  by 
neceffity  to  form  moveal)le  gardens,  which  floated  on  the  lake.  Their 

*  Pulque  is  the  ufiiil  wine  or  beer  ot  tlie  Mexican:.,  made  of  the  fermented  juice 
of  the  mague'i.  This  liquor  will  not  keep  but  one  diy,  and  therefore  what  i.s  in:>ilc  it 
'd;uly  i^jr.rutnod. 
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Conflrurtion  is  very  fimple.  They  take  willows  and  the  roots  of 
iiKU  fli  plants,  aiul  other  materials  which  are  light,  ntul  twift  them 
together,  and  Co  firmly  unite  them  as  to  form  a  fort  of  platform,  which 
is  capable  of  Aipporting  the  earth  of  the  garden.  Upon  this  founda- 
tion they  lay  the  light  buflies  which  float  on  the  lake,  and  ovcr- 
fpread  the  mud  and  dirt  which  they  draw  up  from  the  bottom  of  the 
lake.  Their  reg\ilar  figiu'c  is  quadrangular ;  their  length  and  breadth 
vanuii  but  generally  about  eight  rods  long  and  three  wide;  and 
iheir  elevation  from  the  furface  of  the  water  is  lefs  than  a  foot. 
Thele  were  the  firft  fields  that  the  Mexicarts  owned  after  the  found.i- 
tioii  of  Mexico  ;  tlif  rp  they  firft  cultivated  the  maize,  great  pepper, 
ami  other  plants  neceffary  for  their  fiipport.  From  the  induftry  of 
the  people  thefe  fields  foon  became  numerous.  At  prel'cnt  they  cul- 
tivate flowers  and  every  fort  of  garden  herbs  upon  them.  Every  day 
pf  the  year,  at  fun-rife,  innumerable  vetTels  or  boats,  loaded  with  va- 
rious kinds  of  flowers  and  herbs  which  arc  cultivated  in  thefe  gar- 
dens, are  fcen  arriving  by  the  canal  at  the  great  market  place  of 
Mexico.  All  plants  thrive  in  them  furprifingly ;  the  mud  of  the  lake 
makes  a  very  rich  foil,  which  requires  no  water  from  the  clouds.  In 
the  largeft  gardens  there  is  commonly  a  little  tree,  and  a  little  hut  to 
Ihelter  the  cultivator,  and  defend  him  from  the  rain  or  the  fun. 
When  the  owner  of  a  garden,  or  the  Chinampa,  as  he  is  called, 
wirties  to  change  his  fituation,  to  get  out  of  a  bad  neighbourhood, 
or  to  come  nearer  to  his  family,  he  gets  into  his  little  boat,  and  by 
his  own  ftrength  alone,  if  the  garden  is  fmall,  or  with  the  alTiftnnce 
of  others,  if  it  is  large,  conduAs  it  wherever  he  pleafes,  with  the 
little  tree  and  hut  upon  it.  That  part  of  the  ifland  where  thefe  float- 
ing gardens  are,  is  a  place  of  delightful  recreation,  where  the  fenfes 
receive  the  higheft  poflfible  gratification. 

The  buildings,  which  are  of  ftone,  are  convenient,  and  the  pub- 
lic edifices,  efpecially  the  churches,  arc  magnificent,  and  the  city  hai 
the  appearance  of  immenfe  wealth. 

The  trade  of  Mexico  con fifts  of  three  great  branches,  which  ex- 
tend over  the  whole  -*  i.J.  It  carries  on  a  tratfic  with  Europe,  by 
La  Vera  Cruz,  fituated  on  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  on  the  North  fea  ; 
with  the  Eaft-Indies,  by  Acapulcoon  the  fouth  feas,  two  hundred  and, 
ten  miles  fouth-wefl',  of  Mexico;  and  with  South- America,  by  ths 
fame  port.  Thefe  two  fea  ports,  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  are  ad- 
mirably well  fituated  for  the  commercial  purpofes  to  which  they  were 
applied.  It  is  by  mea;is  of  the  former  that  Mexico  pours  her  wealtli 
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over  the  whole  world,  and  receives  in  return  the  nimiberlefs  luxtmcS 
and  ncceflarics  which  Elurope  affords  her.  To  this  port  the  fleei: 
f.  cm  Cadiz,  called  the  Flota,  confifting  of  three  men  of  war,  as  a 
convoy,  and  fourteen  large  merchant  fliips,  annually  arrives  abour 
the  beginning  of  November.  Its  cargo  confifts  of  almoft  overy  com- 
modity and  manufaiflure  of  Europe ;  and  there  are  fev  nations  but 
have  more  concern  in  it  than  the  Spaniards,  who  fend  oUt  little 
except  wine  and  oil.  The  profit  of  thcfe,  with  the  freight  and  com- 
miffion  to  the  merchants,  and  duty  to  the  king,  is  all  the  advantage 
which  Spain  derives  from  the  American  commerce.  When  all  the 
goods  are  landed  and  difpofed  of  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  the  fleet  takes  m 
the  plate,  precious  ftones,  and  other  commodities  for  Europe. 
Some  time  in  May  they  are  ready  to  depart.  From  La  Vera  Cnu 
they  fail  to  the  Havannah,  in  the  ille  of  Cuba,  which  is  the  rendez- 
vous where  they  meet  the  galleons,  another  fleet  which  carries  on 
the  traiic  of  Terra  Firma  by  Carthagena,  and  of  Peru  by  Panama  and 
Porto  Bello.  When  all  Jtre  collected  and  provided  with  a  convoy 
neceiTiry  for  their  fafety.,  they  fteer  for  Old-Spain. 

Acapulco  is  the  fca  port  by  which  the  communication  is  kept  up 
between  the  diiferent  parts  of  the  Spanifli  empire  in  America,  and 
the  Eaft-Indies.     About  the  month  of  December,  the  great  galleon, 
attended  by  a  large  fliip  as  a  convoy,  which  make  the  only  communi- 
cation between  the   Philippines  and  Mexico,  annually  arrive  here. 
The  cargoes  of  thcfe  fnips  (for  the  convoy,  though  in  a  clandcfline 
manner,  likewile  carries  goods)  confift  of  all  the  rich  commoditits 
and  manufactures  of  the  eaft.     At  the  fame  time  the  annual  fliip  from 
Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  comes  in,  and  is  computed  to  bring  not 
lefs   than  two  millions  of  pieces  of  eight  in  filver,    bcfides  quick' 
filver,  and  other  valuable  commodities,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  pur. 
chafe  of  the  gnlleons  cargoeb.     Several  other  fliips,  from  differeni 
parts  of  Chili  and  Peru,  meet  upon  the  fame  occafion.    A  great  fair, 
in  which  the  commodities  of  all  parts  of  the  world  are  bartered  for 
one  another,  lafts  thirty  days.     The  galleon  then  prepares  for  her  | 
voyage,  loaded  with  filver  and   fuch  European  goods  as  have  been  1 
thought  neccfl!ary.     The  Spaniards,  though  this  trade  be  carried  on  j 
entirely  through  their  hands,  and  in  the  very  heart  of  their  domini- 
ons, are  comparatively  but  fmall  gainers  by  it.    For  as  they  allow  the  I 
Dutch,   Great-Britain,  and  other  commercial  dates,  to  furniih  thel 
greater  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  flota,  fo  the  Spanifli  inhabitants  of  j 

the  Philippines,  tainted  with  the  indolence  which  ruined  their  Euroj 
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pean  anceftors,  permit  the  Chinefe  merchants  to  furnini  the  greater 
part  of  the  cargo  of  tlie  galleon.  Notwithftanding  what  has  been 
iaid  of  Vera  Cru2  and  Acapulco,  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  capital  of 
the  empire,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  center  of  commerce  in  this 
part  of  the  world  ;  for  here  the  principal  merchants  refide,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  bufinefs  is  negociated.  The  I.  H-India  goods 
from  Acapulco,  and  the  Fairnpcaii  from  Vera  Cruz,  alfo  pafs 
through  this  city.  Hither  all  the  gold  and  filver  come  to  l>e  coiucd, 
here  the  king's  fifth  is  depolited,  and  here  are  wrought  all  thofc 
utenfils  and  ornaments  in  plate,  which  are  every  year  fent  into 
Europe. 

The  empire  of  Mexico  was  finally  fubdued  by  Cortes,  in  the  year 
i^zi,  Montezuma  was  at  that  time  emperor  of  Mexico.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  he  was  treacheroufly  taken  by  Cortes,  and  held  as 
a  prifoner.  During  the  imprifonment  of  Montezuma,  Cortes  and 
his  army  had  made  repeated  attacks  on  his  fubjedls,  but  without 
fuccefs.  Cortes  was  now  determined,  as  his  laft  rcfource,  to  try 
what  effeft  the  interpofition  of  Montezuma  might  have  to  foothe  or 
overawe  his  fubje^ls.  This  unfortunate  prince,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
treacherous  Spaniards,  and  reduced  to  the  fad  necelFity  of  becoming 
the  inflrument  of  his  own  difgrace,  and  of  the  flavery  of  his  fubjcAs, 
advanced  to  the  battlements  in  his  royal  I'obes,  in  all  the  pomp  in 
which  he  ufed  to  appear  on  folemn  occafions.  At  fight  of  their 
fovereign,  whom  they  had  long  been  accuftomcd  to  honour,  and 
almoft  to  revere  as  a  god,  the  weapons  dropped  from  their  hands, 
every  tongue  v^as  filent,  all  bowed  their  heads,  and  many  proftrated 
themfelves  on  the  ground.  Montezuma  addrefled  them  with  every 
rrgiiment  that  could  mitigate  their  rage,  or  perfuade  them  from  hof. 
tilities.  When  he  ended  his  difcourfe,  a  fiillen  murmur  of  difappro- 
bation  ran  through  the  crowd ;  to  this  fucceeded  reproaches  and 
threats ;  and  their  fury  rifing  in  a  moment,  they  violently  poured  in 
whole  flights  of  arrows  and  voUies  of  ftones  upon  their  unhappy  mo- 
narch, two  of  the  arrows  ftruck  him  in  his  body,  which,  with  the 
blow  of  a  flone  on  his  temple,  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Guatimoziii 
fucceeded  Montezuma,  and  maintained  a  vigorous  oppofition  againft 
the  affaults  of  Cortes ;  but  he,  like  his  predeccflbr,  after  a  noble 
defence,  was  forced  to  fubmit,  and  his  capital  was  wrelled  '"rom  hina 
by  Cortes  and  his  followers. 

The  exultation  of  the  Spaniards,  on  accoraplifliing  this  arduous  en- 
terprife,  was  at  firft  exceflive.    But  this  was  q^ukkly  damped  by  the 
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cruel  difappolntment  of  thofc  flinguine  hopes  which  had  animated 
them  amidft  fo  many  hardlhips  and  dangers.  Inftead  of  the  inex- 
hauftible  wealth  which  they  expeded  from  becominjgj  matters  of 
Montezuma's  treafures,  and  the  ornaments  of  fo  many  temples,  their 
rapacioufnefs  could  colle£t  only  an  inconfiderable  booty  amidft  ruins 
and  defolation.*  Guatimo?in,  aware  of  his  impending  fate,  had 
ordered  what  remained  of  th^  riches  amaiTed  by  his  anceftors  to  be 
thrown  into  the  lake.  The  Indian  auxiliaries,  while  the  Spaniards 
yvere  engaged  in  conflift  with  the  enemy,  had  carried  off  the  mott 
valuable  part  of  the  fpoil.  The  fum  to  be  divided  among  the, con- 
querors was  fo  fmall,  that  many  of  them  difdajiqed  to  :^ccept  of  tha 
pittance  wluch  fell  to  their  Ihare,  and  all  murmured  and  exclaimed  ; 
feme  againft  Cortes  and  his  confidents,  whom  they  fufpefted  of 
having  fecretly  appropriated  to  thc'r  own  ufe  a  large  portion  of  the 
riches  which  (liould  have  been  brought  into  the  common  flock; 
others  againft  Guatimozin,  whom  they  accufed  of  obftinacy,  in  refiw 
fmg  to  difcover  the  place  where  he  had  hidden  his  treafure. 

Arguments,  intreaties,  and  promifes,  were  employed  in  order  to 
fnothe  them,  but  with  fo  little  effcfl;,  ^hat  Cortes,  from  folicitude  to 
check  this  growing  fpirit  of  difcontent,  gave  wa.y  to  a  deed  which 
ilained  the  glory  of  all  his  great  actions.  Without  regarding  the  for- 
mer dignity  of  Guatimozin,  or  feeling  any  reverence  for  ihole  vir« 
tues  which  he  had  difplayed,  he  fubjcoted  the  unhappy  monarch,  to- 
gether with  his  chief  favourite,  to  torture,  in  order  to  force  from 
them  a  difcovery  of  the  royal  treafures,  which  it  was  fuppofed  they 
had  concealed.  Guatimozin  bore  whatever  the  refined  cruelty  of  his 
tor nentors  could  inflift,  with  the  invincible  fortitude  of  an  American 
\Tarrior.  His  fellow-fufFerer,  overcome  by  the  violence  of  the  an- 
guifli,  turned  a  dejefled  eye  towards  his  mafter,  which  feemed  to  im- 
plore his  permiffion  to  reveal  all  he  knew.  But  the  high-fpirited 
prince,  darting  on  him  a  look  of  authority  mingled  with  fcorn, 
checked  his  weaknefs,  by  afking,  "  Am  I  now  repofing  on  a  bed  of 
*'  flowers  ?"  Overawed  by  the  reproach,  he  perfevered  in  his  dutiful 
filence,  and  expired.  Cortes,  afl^amed  of  a  fcene  fo  horrid,  refciied 
the  royal  vi£tim  from  the  hands  of  his  torturers,  and  prolonged  a  jif? 
rcferved  for  now  indignities  and  fiifferings. 

*^-  The  gold  and  filvcr,  nccordinj  to  Cortes,  amounted  only  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  pclbs,  a  fum  far  inferior  to  that  which  the  Spaniards  had  formerly 
divided  in  N^cxico. 
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The  fate  of  the  capital,  as  both  parties  had  forefeen,  decided  that 
of  the  empire.  The  provinces  fubmitted  one  after  another  to 
the  conquerors.  Small  detachments  of  Spar.-ardo  marching  througk 
them  without  interruption,  penetrated,  in  different  quarters,  to  the 
greatSouthern  ocean,  which,  according  to  the  iders  of  Columbus,  they- 
imagined  would  open  1  fliort,  as  well  as  nn  eafy  paflage  to  the  Eaft- 
Iiulies,  and  fecure  to  the  crown  of  Caftile  all  the  envied  wealth  of 
fhole  fertiie  regions ;  and  the  aftive  mind  of  Cortes  began  already  to 
form  fchemes  for  attempting  this  important  difcovery.  In  his  aiter 
fchemes,  however,  he  was  difappointed,  but  Mexico  hath  ever  iincc 
rizmaincd  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
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E  now  enter  upon  the  dcfcription  of  that  part  of  the  globe, 
where  the  human  mind  will  be  fucceffively  fiirprifed  with  the  fublime 
and  aftonifhing  works  of  Nature  ;  where  rivers  of  amazing  breadth 
flow  through  beautiiul  and  widely-extended  plains,  and  where  lofty 
mountains,  whofe  fummits  are  covered  with  eternal  fnow,  intercept 
the  courfe  of  the  clouds,  and  hide  their  beads  from  the  view  of  mor. 
tals.  In  fonie  parts  of  this  extenfive  region,  nature  hath  bountifully 
beflowed  her  treafures,  and  given  every  thing  neceflaiy  for  the  con- 
venience and  happinefs  of  man.  Wc  have  only  to  regret,  that  a  fet  of 
avjiricious  men  have  fucceffively  drenched  with  innocent  blood  thefe 
plains,  which  arc  fo  beautifully  formed  and  enriched  by  the  hand  of 
Nature  ;  and  that  the  rod  of  Spanish  despotism  has  prevented  the 
population  of  a  country  which  might  have  fupported  millions  of  be- 
ings in  affluence. 

DIVISIONS. 

South-America,  like  Africa,  is  an  extenfive  peninfula,  conncfted 
with  North-America  by  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  and  divided  between 
.Spain,  Pof.tugal,  France,  Holland,  and  the  Aborigines^ 
?s  follows : 

Terra  Firnja^ 

Peru, 

Chili, 
.  Paraguay, 

Brazil, 

Cayenne, 

Surinam, 
f  Amazonia^ 
[  Patagonia. 

Of  thefe  countries  we  fhall  treat  in  their  order^ 

SPANISH 


Spanish  Dominions, 

Portuguese,      . 

French, 

Dutch,     .... 

Aborigines, 


(    "9    ) 


SPANISH    DOMINIONS 


IN 


SOUTH-AMERICA, 


TERRA  FIRMA,  or  CASTILE  DEL  ORO. 

jL  ERR  a  FIRMA  is  fituated  between  6o°'and  82"  weft  longitude,  ard 
the  equator  and  12°  degrees  north  latitude ;  its  length  is  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  miles,  and  its  breadth  fcven  hundred :  it  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  (called  there  the  North  fea,) 
«n  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Surinam ;  on  the  fouth  by 
Amazonia  and  Peru;  and  on  the  weft  by  the  Pacific  ocean.  It  is 
divided  into  two  grand  divifions,  North  and  South;  thefe  are 
agfiin  fubdivided  into  provinces. 

The  northern  divifion  containing,  i.  Darien,  or  Terra  Firba 
Proper:  a.  Carthagena:  3.  St.  Martha:  4.  Venezeula- 
5.  CoMANA  :  6.  Paria,  or  New-Andalusia. 

The  fouthern  divifion  containing,    i.  NEW-GRA^fAnA:    a.  Po« 

?AYAN, 

DARIEN,  or  TERRA  FIRMA  PROPER.., 

Darien  is  the  narrow  ifthmus,  or  neck  of  land,  that,  properly 
fpeaking,  joins  North  and  South-America  together,  but  is  general/ 
reckoned  as  part  of  the  latter.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
North  fea,  on  the  fouth  by  the  South  fea,  on  the  eaft  by  the  gijiph 
or  river  of  Darien,  and  on  the  weft  by  another  part  of  the  Soutl* 
fea  and  the  province  of  Veragua.  It  lies  ia  the  form  of  a  bow,  or 
crefcent,  about  the  great  bay  of  Panama  in  the  South  fea,  and  ia 
three  hundred  miles  in  length  and  fixty  in  breadth.  This  provincc 
is  not  the  richeft,  but  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  Spain,  and 
has  been  the  fccne  of  more  adtions  than  any  other  in  America.  The 
wealth  of  Peru  is  brought  hither,  and  from  hence  exported 
to  Europe.  This  has  induced  many  enterprifing  people  to  make 
attempts  on  Panama,  Porto-Bello,  and  other  towns  of  this  province, 
in  hopes  of  Qbtaining  a  rich  booty. 

The 
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The  Scotch  got  polTefllon  of  part  of  this  province  in  i6gg,  and 
attempted  to  form  an  cftablifliment,  which  would  have  proved  one 
of  the  moft  ufeful  and  important  that  ever  was  projefted.    Of  the 
rife,  progrefs  and  cataflrophe^  of  this  welMniagined,  but  ill-fated, 
undertaking,  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  iri  the  fecond  volume  of  his  Me- 
moirs of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  has  given  a  very  intereftjng  ac- 
count,   authenticated  in  every  particular  by  unqueftionable  docu- 
ments.   The  projeftor  and  leader  of  the  Darien  expedition  was  a 
clergyman  of  the  name  of  Paterfon  j  who  having  a  violent  propcnfity 
to  fee  foreign  countries,  he  made  his  profclllon  the  inftrument  of 
indulging  it,  by  going  to  the  new  weftern  world,  under  pretence 
of  converting  the  Indians  to  the  religion  of  the  old.    In  his  courfes 
there,  he  became  acquainted  with  Capt.  Dampier  and  Mr.VVafer,  who 
afterwards  publilhed,  the  one  his  Voyages  and  the  other  his  Travels, 
in  the  region  where  the  feparation  is  narroweft  between  the  At- 
lantic and  the  South  feas  j  and  both  of  whom,  particularly  the  firft, 
appear  by  their  books  to  have  been  men  of  confiderable  obfervation. 
But  he  got  much  more  knowledge  from  men  who  could  neither 
write  nor  read,  by  cultivating  the  acquaintance  of  fome  of  the  old 
Buccaneers,  who,  after  furviving  their  glories  and  their  crhn^s,  ftill, 
m  the  extiemity  of  age  and  misfortune,  recounted  with  tranfport 
•ihc  eafe  with  which  they  had  pafled  and  repafled  from  the  one  fca 
/  to  the  other,  fometimes  in  hundreds  together,  and  driving  firings  of 
mules  before  them  loaded  with  the  plunder  of  friends  and  of  foes. 
Paterfon,  having  examined  the  places,  fatisfied  himfelf,  that  on  the 
ifthmus  of  Darien  there  was  a  traft  of  country  running  acrofs  from  tlie 
Atlantic  to  the  South  fea,  which  the  Spaniards  had  never  poflHTedj 
and  inhabited  by  a  people  continually  at  war  with  them ;  that  along 
the  coaft,  on  the  Atlantic  fide,  there  lay  a  firing  of  iflands  called 
the  Sambaloes,  uninhabited,  and  full  of  natural  ftrength  and  forefts, 
from  which  laft  circumflance  one  of  them  was  called  the  (/?««</ />/" 
tba  Pities ;  that  the  feas  there  were  filled  with  turtle,  and  the  manatee 
or  ieacow  ;  that  mid-way  between  Porto  Bello  and  Carthagena,  but 
near  fifty  leagues  diftant  from  either,  at  a  place  called  A6la,  in  the 
luouth  of  the  river  of  Darien,  there  was  a  natural  harbour,  capable 
of  receiving  the  grcateft  fleets,  and  defended  from  ftorms  by  other 
ill.inds  wliich  covered  the  mouth  of  it,  and  from  enemies  by  a  pro- 
montory which  commanded  the  paflage,  and  hidden  rocks  in  the  paf- 
fage  itfelf ;  that  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ifthraus,  and  in  the  fame 
t/adt  of  country,   there  were  natural  harbours,  ei^^ually  capacious 

and 
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and  well  defended  ;  that  the  two  feas  were  connefted  by  a  ridge  of 
hills,  which,  by  their  height,  created  a  temperate  climate  in  the 
midft  of  the  moft  fultry  latitudes,  and  were  flieltcred  by  forefts,  not 
yet  rendered  damp  by  them,  becaufe  the  trees  grew  at  a  diftance 
from  each  other,  having  very  little  underwood ;  that,  contrary  to 
the  barren  nature  of  hilly  countries,  the  foil  was  of  a  black  mould 
two  or  three  feet  deep,  and  producing  fpontaneoufly  the  fine  tropical 
fruits  and  plants,  and  roots  and  herbs ;  that  roads  could  be  made 
with  eafe  alon^  the  ridge,  by  which  mules,  and  even  carriages, 
might  pafs  from  the  one  fea  to  the  other  iu  the  fpace  of  a  day ;  and 
confequently  this  paffage  feemcd  to  be  pointed  out  by  the  finger  of 
Nature,  as  a  common  center,  to  conne£t  together  the  trade  and  inter- 
courfe  of  the  univerfe. 

Paterfon  knew  that  fliips  which  ftretch  in  a  ftraight  line  from  one 
point  to  another,  and  with  one  witul,  run  lefs  rilks,  and  require 
fewer  hands,  than  fliips  which  pafs  through  many  latitudes,  turn 
with  many  coafts,  and  require  many  winds ;  in  evidence  of  which, 
vcflels  of  feven  or  eight  huiidred  tons  burthen  are  often  to  be  found 
in  the  South  feas,  navigated  by  no  more  than  eight  or  ten  hands, 
becaufe  thefe  hands  have  little  elfe  to  do  than  fet  their  fails  when 
they  begin  their  voyage,  and  to  take  them  in  when  they  end  it ;  that 
as  foon  as  fliips  from  Britain  got  fo  far  fouth  as  to  reach  the  trade 
wind,  which  never  varies,  that  wind  would  carry  them  to  Darien, 
and  the  fame  wind  would  carry  fliips  from  the  bay  of  Panama,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ifthmus,  to  the  Eaft-Indies  j  that  as  foon  as 
fliips  coming  from  the  Eaft-Indies  to  the  bay  of  Panama  got  fo  far 
north  as  the  latitude  of  forty  degrees,  to  reach  the  wefterly  winds, 
which,  about  that  latitude,  blow  almoft  as  regularly  from  the  wefl: 
as  the  trade  winds  do  fr^m  the  eaft,  thefe  winds  would  carry  them, 
in  the  track  of  the  Spanifli  Acapulco  fliips,  to  the  coaft  of  Mexico  ; 
from  whence  the  land-wind,  which  blows  for  ever  from  the  north 
to  the  fouth,  would  carry  them  along  the  coaft  of  Mexico  into  the 
bay  of  Panama.  So  that  in  going  from  Britain,  fliips  would  en- 
counter no  uncertain  winds,  except  during  their  palfage  fouth  into 
the  latitude  of  the  trade  wind  :  in  coming  from  India  to  the  bay  of 
Panama,  no  uncertain  winds,  except  in  their  palfage  north  to  the 
latitude  of  the  wefterly  winds  ;  and  in  going  from  the  other  fide  of 
the  ifthmus  to  the  eaft,  no  uncertain  wind  whatfoever. — Gold  was 
feen  by  Paterfon  in  fome  places  of  the  ifthmus,  and  hence  an  ifland  on 
the  Atlantic  fide  was  called  the  Golden  ifland,  and  a  river  on  the  fide 
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tQ  the  South  fca  was  called  the  Golden  river ;  but  thefe  were  objcfts 
which  he  regarded  not  at  that  time,  becaufe  far  greater  were  in  his 
eye  :  the  removing  of  diftanccs,  the  drawing  nations  nearer  to  each 
other,  tlie  prefervation  of  the  valuable  lives  of  feamen,  and  the 
fgving  in  freight,  fo  important  to  merchants,  and  in  time  fo  impor- 
tant to  them,  and  to  an  animal  whofe  life  is  of  fo  fliort  duration  as 
that  of  nun. 

By  this  obfcure  Scotchman,  a  projcft  was  formed  to  fettle,  on 
tjiis  neglefted  fpot,  a  great  nnd  powerful  colony ;  not  as  other  colo- 
iVies  have  for  the  moft  part  been  fettled,  by  chance,  and  unprotected 
by  the  country  from  whence  they  went ;  but  by  fyftem,  upon  fore- 
fight,  and  to  receive  the  ample  proteftion  of  thofe  governments  to 
whom  he  was  to  offer  his  projed :  and  certainly  no  greater  idea  has 
been  formed  fince  the  time  of  Columbus. 

Paterfon's  original  intention  was  to  offer  his  projeft  to  England, 
33  the  country  which  had  mod  intereft  in  it,  not  only  from  the  benefit 
common  to  all  nations,  of  fliortening  the  length  of  voyages  to  the 
Eall-Indies,  but  by  tlic  effcd:  which  it  would  have  had  to  conned 
the  intcrefts  of  her  European,  Weft-Indian,  American,  African  and 
Eaft-Indian  trade.  But  Paterfon  having  few  acquainla.ice,  and  no 
prote(^ibn  ^n  London,  thought  of  drawing  the  public  eye  upon 
him,  and  ingratiating  himfelf  with  mooied  men  and  with  great  men, 
by  afl^fting  them  to  model  a  proje£l,  which  was  at  that  time  in  em- 
bryo, for  erefting  the  Bank  of  England.  But  that  happened  to  him 
whica  has  happened  to  many  in  his  fituation  ;  the  perfons  to  v/hom 
he  applied  made  ufe  of  his  ideas,  took  the  honour  of  them  to 
themfelves,  were  civil  to  him  for  a  while,  and  nepledted  him  after- 
wards. He  therefore  comraunic.  ted  his  projedt  of  a  colony  only  to 
a  few  perfons  in  London,  and  thefe  few  difcouraged  him. 

He  next  made  offer  of  his  projedt  to  the  Dutch,  the  Hamburghers, 
and  the  elector  of  Brandenburgh ;  becaufe,  by  means  of  the  paffage 
-  of  the  Rhine  and  Elbe  through  their  ftates,  he  thought,  that  the 
great  additional  quantities  of  Eaft-Indian  and  American  goods, 
which  his  colony  would  bring  into  Europe,  would  be  diftributcd 
through  Germany.  The  Dutch  and  Hamburgh  merchants,  who  had 
moft  intereft  in  the  fubjeft  of  his  vifit,  heard  him  with  indifference : 
the  elector,  who  had  very  little  intereft  in  it,  received  him  with  ho- 
nour and  kindnefs.  But  court  arts  and  falfe  reports  loft  him  even 
that  prince's  favour. 

Paterfon, 
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Paterfon,  on  his  return  to  London,  formed  a  fricndfliip  with  Mr. 
Fletcher  of  Salton,  whofe  mind  was  inflamed  with  the  love  of  public 
good,  and  all  of  whofe  ideas  to  procure  it  had  a  fublimity  in  them. 
Fletcher  brought  Paterfon  down  to  Scotland  with  him,  prcfented 
him  to  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  then  miniller  for  Scotland ; 
and  then,  with  th  power  which  a  vehement  fpirit  always  poffefles 
over  a  diffident  one,  perfuaded  the  Marquis  by  arguments  of  public 
good,  and  the  honour  which  would  redound  to  his  adminiftration, 
to  adopt  the  projeft.  Lord  Stair  and  Mr.  Johnfton,  the  two  fee re- 
taries  of  ftate,  patronifed  thofe  abilities  in  Paterfon  which  they  pof- 
feffed  in  themfelves ;  and  the  lord  advocate,  Sirjames  Stuart,  the  fame 
man  who  had  adjufted  the  Prince  of  Orange's  declaration  at  the  re- 
volution, whofe  fon  was  married  to  a  niece  of  Lord  Stair,  went  na- 
turally along  with  his  connctftions.  Thelie  pcrfons,  in  June  i6gj, 
procured  a  ftatute  from  parliament,  and  afterwards  a  charter  from 
the  crown  in  terms  of  it,  for  creating  a  trading  company  to  Africa 
and  the  new  world,  with  power  to  plant  colonies  and  build  forts, 
with  confent  of  the  inhabitants,  in  places  not  poflefTed  by  other 
European  nations. 

Paterfon,  now  finding  the  ground  firm  under  him,  and  that  he 
was  fupportcd  by  almoft  all  the  power  and  talents  of  his  country,  the 
charafter  of  Fletcher,  and  the  fanf^ion  of  an  aft  of  parliament  and 
royal  charter,  threw  his  projeft  boldly  upon  the  public,  and  opened 
a  fiibfcription  for  a  company.  The  frenzy  of  the  Scotch  nation  to 
fign  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  never  exceeded  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  ran  to  fubfcribe  to  the  Darien  company.  The  no- 
bility, the  gentry,  the  merchants,  the  people,  the  royal  burghs  without 
the  exception  of  one,  and  moft  of  the  other  public  bodies,  fubfcribed. 
Young  women  threw  their  little  fortunes  into  the  ftock;  widows 
fold  their  jointures  to  get  the  command  of  money  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  Almoft  in  an  inftant  four  hundred  thoufand  poimds  were  fub- 
fcribed in  Scotland,  although  it  be  now  known,  that  there  was  not 
at  that  time  above  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  caih  in  the 
kingdom.  The  famous  Mr.  Law,  then  a  youth,  afterwards  confcfled, 
that  the  facility  with  which  he  faw  the  paifion  of  fpeculation  com- 
municate itfeU  from  all  to  all,  fatisfied  him  of  the  poffibility  of  pro- 
ducing the  fame  effe-^  from  the  fame  caufe,  but  upon  a  larger  fcale, 
when  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  in  the  year  of  the  Miffiflippi,  engaged 
him  againft  his  will  to  turn  his  bank  into  a  bubble.  Paterfon's  pro- 
jcd:,  which  had  been  received  by  ftrangcrs  with  fsars  when  opened 
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to  them  in  private,  filled  thcin  with  hopes  when  it  came  to  them 
upon  the  wings  of  public  fame:  for  Col.  Eifkiiic,  fon  toLordCar- 
drofs,  and  Mr.  Haldanc,  of  Gleneaglcs,  the  one  a  generous  branch 
of  a  genero\is  ftem,  and  the  other  a  country  gentleman  of  fortune 
and  chamber,  having  been  deputed  to  receive  fubfcriptions  in  Eng- 
land and  on  the  continent,  the  Englilh  fubfcribed  three  hundred  thou- 
find  pounds,  and  the  Dutch  and  Hamburghers  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  moie. 

In  the  mean  time  the  jealoufy  of  trade,  which  has  done  more 
mifchief  to  the  trade  of  England  than  all  other  caufcs  put  to- 
gether, created  an  alarm  in  England ;  and  the  Iloules  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  without  previous  inquiry  and  rcflevLVion,  on  the  13th 
of  December,  1695,  concurred  in  a  joint  addrefs  to  the  king  againft 
the  eilablifliment  of  the  Darien  company,  as  detrimental  to  the  in- 
tereil  of  the  Eaft-India  company.  Soon  after,  the  Commons  im- 
peached fume  of  their  own  countrymen  for  being  inftrumcntal  in 
erecting  the  company  ;  and  alfo  fon.c  of  the  Scotch  nation,  one  of 
whom  was  a  [v-^er.  Lord  Btiiuivcn  ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  arraigned  the 
fubjedls  of  another  country,  for  making  ufe  of  the  laws  of  their  own. 
Among  fix  himdrcd  legiflators,  not  one  had  the  happy  ray  of  genius 
to  propole  a  committee  of  both  parliaments,  to  inquire  into  the  prin- 
ciples and  conli^quences  of  the  ( ftaijlifliment ;  and  if  thefe  fliould, 
upon  inquiry,  be  found,  that  the  benefit  of  it  fliould  be  communi- 
cated, by  a  participation  of  rights  to  both  nations.  The  king's  an- 
•("'"er  was,  *'  That  he  had  been  ill-advifed  in  Scotland."  He  foon 
after  changed  his  Scottifli  minifters,  and  fent  orders  to  his  relident 
at  Hamburgh  to  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  fenate,  in  which  he  dif- 
owned  the  company,  and  warned  them  againft  all  connexions  with 
it.  The  fenate  fent  the  memorial  to  the  aflembly  of  merchants,  who 
returned  it  with  the  following  fpirited  anfwer :  "  We  look  upon  it 
as  a  very  ftrange  thing,  th;;t  the  King  of  Britain  fliould  ofter  to  hin- 
der us,  who  are  a  free  people,  to  trade  with  whom  we  pleafe ;  but 
are  amazed  to  think,  that  he  would  hinder  us  from  joining  with  his 
own  fubjedts  in  Scotland,  to  whom  he  had  lately  given  fuch  large 
privileges,  by  fo  folemn  an  ad  of  parliament."  But  merchants, 
though  mighty  prone  to  palBon,  are  eafily  intimidated.  The  Dutch, 
Hamburgh,  and  London  merchants,  w-ithdrew  their  fubfcriptions. 

The  Scotch,  not  dii'couraged,  were  rather  animated  by  this  op* 
preflion ;  for  they  converted  it  into  a  proof  of  the  envy  of  the  Eng- 
lifli,  and  of  their  confcioufncfs  of  the  great  advantages  which  were 
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to  flow  to  >     'tliii     Iron    lie  a'ony.    The  company  prorr"   -d  to 
build  fix  (hips  in        iL  d,  fi     1  thiity-fix  to  fixty  gi:n  ,  a.     they 
engaged  twelve  !       'red  men    or  the     'buy;  atTK  ig  whmn  were 
younger  fons  of  miuiy  of  the  noble    1       mod  arw  it  at  f-Atu    d  of 
Scotland,  and  fixty  officers  who  had  I     u  diftanc     1  at  the  peace, 
who  carried  with  them  fuch  of  their  p\\   ae  men  ^t     rally  raifed  on 
their  own,  or  the  cftates  of  their  relations,  as  they   .  fw  to  be  faith- 
ful and  brave  ;  and  moft  of  thofe  were  Highlanders.    The  Scotch 
paiHament,  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,   1698,  unanimoufly  addreflld  the 
king  to  fupport  the  company.    The  lord  prefideut,  Sir  Hugh  Dal- 
rymplc,  brother  to  Lord  Stair,  and  head  of  the  bench,  and  the  lord 
advocate,  Sir  James  Stuart,  head  of  the  bar,  jointly  drew  memorials 
to  the  king,  able  in  point  of  argument,  information  and  arrange- 
ment :  in  which  they  defended  the  rights  of  the  company  upon  the 
principles  of  conflitutional  and  of  public  law.     And  neighbouring 
nations,  with  a  mixture  of  furprife  and  refpe6l,  faw  the  pooreft 
kingdom  of  Europe  fending  forth  the  moft  gallant  and  the  moft  nu- 
merous colony  that  had  ever  gone  from  the  old  to  the  new  world. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  of  the  year  1698,  the  whole  city  of  Edin- 
burgh poured  down  upon  l.eith  to  fee  the  colony  depart,  amidft  the 
tears,  and  prayers  and  praifes  of  relations  and  friends,  and  of  their 
countrymen.    Many  Teamen  and  foldiers,  whofe  I'crvices  had  been  re- 
fufed,  becaufe  more  had  otfered  thcmfelves  than  were  needed,  were 
found  hid  in  the  fliips,    and,  when   ordered  aftiore,  clung  to  the 
ropes  and  timbers,  imploring  to  go  without  reward  with  their  com- 
panions.   'Twelve  hundred  men  failed  in  five  ftout  ftiips,  and  arrived 
at  Darien  in  two  months,   with  the  lofs  of  only  fifteen  of  their 
people.    At  that  time  it  was  in  t*^eir  power,  moft  of  whom  were  well 
born,  and  all  of  them  hardily  bred,  and  inured  to  the  fatigues  and 
dangers  of  the  late  war,  to  have  gone  from  the  northmoft  part  of 
Mexico  to  the  fouti     oft  of  Chili,  and  to  have  overturned  the  whole 
empire  of  Spain  in  the  South  leas :  but  modeft,  refpcdting  their  own 
and  their  country's  charaftcr,  and  afiaid  of  being  accufed  that  they 
had  plunder,  and  not  a  I'ettlement,  in  view,  they  began  with  pur- 
chaling  lands  from  the  natives,  and  fending  meflages  of  amity  to 
the  Spanifh  governors  within  their  reach:  and  then  fixed  their  fta« 
tion  at  Ada,  calling  it  New  St.  Andrew,  from  the  name  of  the  tu- 
telar faint  of  Scotland,  and  the  country  itfelf  New-Caledonia.    One 
of  the  fides  of  the  harbour  being  formed  by  a  long  narrow  neck  of 
land  which  ran  into  the  fca,  they  cut  it  acrofs  fo  as  to  join  the  ocean 
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and  the  Tiarbour.  Within  this  defence  thty  crrAed  their  tort,  pl.mf. 
ing  upon  it  fifty  picrcs  of  cannon.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  h.irbonr 
there  was  a  mountain  a  mile  high,  on  which  they  placed  a  vvatcli> 
houfc,  which,  in  the  rarefied  air  within  the  tropici,  fo  fnvoiiral)Ic 
for  vifion,  give  them  an  immcufii  range  of  profpecl  to  prevent  all 
furprife.  To  this  place,  it  was  obfcrved  that  tUc  Hi[;h landers  often 
repaired,  to  enjoy  a  cool  air,  and  to  talk  of  their  friends  they  li:id 
left  behind  in  their  hills ;  friends  whofc  minds  were  <is  high  as  their 
mountains.  The  fiift  public  act  of  the  colony  \\  is  to  pulililh  a  de- 
claration of  freedom  of  trade  and  religion  to  all  nations.  Tliia  hniii- 
nous  idea  ori<rinarcd  vvilh  Tucrfon. 

But  the  Dutch  Eall-lntlia  company  having  prefTcd  the  king,  ia 
concurrence  with  his  En^lifli  fubjcc'h,  to  prevent  the  fettlemcnt  ut 
Darien,  orders  had  been  fent  from  England  to  the  governors  of  the 
Weft  Indian  and  American  colonies,  to  ifluc  proclamations  againft 
giving  alTiftance,  or  even  to  hold  correipondcnce  with  the  colony, 
and  thefc  were  more  or  lefs  harflily  exprelVcd,  according  to  tlit 
tempers  of  the  different  governors.  The  Scotch,  trufting  to  fur 
different  treatment,  and  to  the  fupplics  which  they  expected  froiVi 
thofc  colonies,  had  not  brought  provifions  enough  with  them,  they 
fell  into  difeafes  from  bad  food  and  from  want  of  food.  But  the 
more  generous  favagcs,  by  hunting  and  fiihing  for  them,  gave  thcin 
that  relief  which  fellow  Britons  refufed.  They  lingered  eight 
months,  awaiting,  but  in  vain,  for  alTiftance  from  Scotland,  and  al- 
moft  all  of  them  either  died  or  quitted  the  fettlen.ent.  Paterfon, 
who  had  been  the  fiifl  that  entered  the  fliip  at  Leith,  was  the  M 
who  went  on  board  at  Darien. 

During  the  fpace  of  two  years,  while  the  eftablifluTicnt  of  this  co- 
lony had  been  in  agitation,  Spain  had  made  no  complaint  to  Eng- 
land or  Scotland  againft  it :  the  Darien  council  even  avcrrc<l  in  their 
papers,  which  are  in  the  Advocates  Library,  that  the  right  of  the 
company  was  debated  before  the  king,  in  piefcnce  of  the  Spanilli 
ambaffador,  before  the  colony  left  Scothmd,  But  now,  on  the  3d 
of  May,  1698,  the  Spanifli  ambaffador  at  London  prefented  a  me- 
morial to  the  king,  which  complained  of  the  fettlemcnt  at  Darien  .is 
an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  his  mafler. 

The  Scotch,  ignorant  of  the  misfortunes  of  their  colony,  but  pro- 
voked at  this  memorial,  font  out  another  •olony  loon  after  of  thirt'  en 
hundred  men,  to  fupport  an  eflablilliment  which  was  now  no  more. 
But  this  laft  expedition,  having  been  !r,ore  hafti'y  prepare  1  than  tlie 
-    .  fi.ll, 
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firft,  \va«  unlucky  in  it*  palT.igc :  one  of  the  fliips  was  loft  at  lla, 
many  men  died  on  fliip-boaid,  and  the  reft  ariivcd  at  dirtcrcnt  times, 
broken  in  their  health  and  difpirited,  wla'n  they  heard  the  late  of 
thofc  who  had  gone  before  them. — Added  to  the  misfortunes  of  the 
firft  colony,    the  fecond  had  a  misfortune  pciuiliar  to  iticif:  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland  fcut  out  four  minifter*, 
with  orders  **  to  take  charge  of  the  fouls  of  the  colony,  and  to  erci't 
;i  prcft)ytery,  with  a  moderator,  clerk,  and  record  of  proceedings; 
to  appoint   ruling  elders,   deacons,   overfcers  of  the  manners  of 
the  people,  and  alfiftants  in  the  cxercilie  of  church  diiciplinc  aiwl 
government,  and  to  hold  regular  kirk  feUions."     VVjicn  they  ar- 
rived, the  officers  and   gcntlenien  were  occupied  in  building  houfes 
tor  thtiuielves  with  their  own  hands,  bccaufc  there  was  no  help  to 
be  got  from  others ;  yet  the  four  miniftcrs  cor    lained  grievoully, 
that  the  council  did  not  order  houfts  to  be  immediately  built  for  their 
accommodation.     They  h:u!  not  the  precaution  to  brinij  with  them 
letters  of  recommendation  from  the  directors  at  home  to  the  councii 
.-ibroail.     On  thefe  accounts,  not  meeting  with  all  the  attention  they 
fxperted  from  the  higher,  they  paid  court  to  the  inferior  ranks  of 
t'.ie  colonills,  and  by  that  means  threw  divifions  into  the  colony. 

The  liift  party  that  joined  the  fecond  colony  at  Darien,  after  it 
mA  been  three  months  fettled,  was  Captain  Campbell  of  Finab, 
with  a  company  of  the  people  of  his  ellate,  whom  he  had  com- 
aiandcd  in  Flanvlers,  and  whom  he  carried  to  Dari  a  in  his  own 
iliip.    On  their  arrival  at  New  St.  <^ndrew,  they  found  intelligence 
i.ad  been  lately  received,  that  a  Spanifli  force  of  lixteen  hundred 
men,  which  had  been  brought  from  the  coalt  of  the  South  lea,  lay 
cncaiuped  at  Tubucantce,  wailing  there  till  a  Spanilli  Iqundron  o£ 
eleven  fliips  which  was  expetfed  fliould  arrive,    when  they  were 
jointly  to  attack  the  fort.     The  military  command  was  oflored  to 
Captain  Campbell,  in  compliment  to  his  reputation  and  to  his  births 
who  was  defcendod  from  the  families  of  Breadalbane  and  Athol.     In 
order  to  prevent  a  joint  attack,    he  rei'olved  to  ai:tack  firft;   and 
iheiefore,  on  the  fecond  day  after  his  arrival,  lie  marched  with  two 
hundred  men  to  Tubucantee,  before  his  arrival  was  known  to  the 
enemy,  ftornied  the  camp  in  the  night-time,  diltijiated  the  Spanifli 
force  with  much  Uaughter,  and  returned  to  the  fort  the  fifth  day : 
but  he  found  the  Spanilh  fliips   before  the  harbour,   their  troojjs. 
landed,  and  almoft  all  hope  of  help  or  provifion  cut  oft";  yet  he  lto<;d 
'J  fiege  near  iia  weeks,  till  almoft  ail  the  ofticcrs  were  de.id,  the  enemy 
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by  their  approaches  had  cut  off  his  wells,  and  his  balls  were  fo  far 
expended,  that  he  was  obliged  to  melt  the  pewter  diflies  of  the  gar- 
rifon  into  balls.  The  garrifon  then  capitulated,  and  obtained  not 
only  the  common  honours  of  war  and  fecurity  for  the  property  of 
the  company,  but,  as  if  they  had  been  conquerors,  exafted  hoftagcs 
for  performance  of  the  conditions.  Captain  Campbell  alone  defired 
to  be  excepted  from  the  capitulation,  faying,  he  was  fure  the  Spa- 
niards could  not  forgive  hiiu  the  mifchief  which  he  fo  lately  had 
done  tkem.  The  brave,  by  their  coinage,  often  efcape  that  death 
which  they  ftcm  to  provoke :  Captain  Campbell  made  his  efcape  in 
his  veflel,  and,  ftoj)ping  no  where,  arrived  fafely  at  New-York,  and 
from  thence  to  Scotland,  where  the  company  prefented  him  with  a 
gold  medal,  in  which  his  virtue  was  commemorated,  to  inriame  his 
family  with  the  love  of  heroic  actions. 

A  harder  fate  attended  thofe  whom  Captain  Campbell  left  at 
Darien.  They  were  fo  weak  in  their  health  as  not  to  be  able  to 
weigh  up  the  anchors  of  the  Rifing  Sun,  one  of  their  fliips,  which 
carried  fixty  guns  ;  but  the  generous  Spaniards  affifted  them.  In 
going  out  of  the  harbour  flie  ran  aground  :  the  prey  was  tempting, 
and  to  obtain  it,  the  Spaniards  had  only  to  ftand  by  and  look  on ; 
but  (liewed  that  mercy  to  the  Scotch  in  diftrefs,  which  one  of  the 
countrymen  of  thofe  Scotch,  General  Elliot,  returned  to  the  pof- 
terity  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  end  of  the  late  conflagration  at  the 
fiege  of  Gibraltar.  The  Darien  fliips  being  leaky  and  weakly  man- 
ned, were  obliged  in  their  voyage  to  take  flicker  in  different  ports 
belonging  to  Spain  and  England.  The  Spaniards  in  the  new  world 
ihewedthem  kindnefs ;  the  Englifli  governments  fliewed  them  none; 
and  in  one  place  one  of  their  fliips  was  feized  and  detained.  Of 
thefe  only  Captain  Campbell's  fliip  and  another  fmall  one  were 
faved  :  the  Royal  Sun  was  loft  on  the  bar  of  Charlefton,  and  of  the 
colony,  not  more  than  thirty,  faved  from  war,  fliipwreck  or  difeale, 
ever  favv  their  country  again. 

Paterfon,  who  had  flood  the  blow,  could  not  fl:and  the  reflexion 
of  misfortune :  he  was  feized  with  a  lunacy  in  his  pafl!age  home  after 
the  ruin  of  the  firft  colony,  but  he  recovered  in  his  own  country, 
where  his  fpirif,  ftill  ardent  and  unbroke,  prefented  a  new  plan  to 
the  company,  founded  on  the  idea  of  King  William,  that  England 
fliould  have  the  joint  dominion  of  the  fettlement  with  Scotland. 

He  furvived  many  years  in  Scotland,  pitied,  refpefted,  but  neg- 
ieiStcd,    After  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  he  claimed  reparation 
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of  his  lolTes  from  the  equivalent-money  given  by  England  to  the 
Darien  company,  but  got  nothing,  becaufe  a  grant  to  him  from  a 
public  fund  would  have  been  only  an  ail  of  humanity,  not  a  political 
job. 

Thus  ended  the  colony  of  Darien.  M^n  look  into  the  works  of 
poets  for  lubjefts  of  fatire,  but  they  are  more  often  to  be  founu  ia 
the  records  of  hiftory.  The  application  of  the  Dutch  to  K'ng  Wil- 
liam againll  the  Darien  company,  affords  the  fureft  of  all  proofs, 
that  it  was  the  iuterell  of  the  Britifli  iflands  to  fupport  it.  England, 
by  the  imprudence  of  ruining  that  fettlement,  loft  the  opportunity 
of  gaining  and  continuing  to  herfelf  the  greateft  commercial  empire 
that  probably  ever  will  be  upon  earth.  Had  fhe  treated  with  Scot- 
land, in  the  hour  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  company,  for  a  joint  pofleiTioa 
of  the  fettlement,  or  adopted  the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  which  the 
fovercign  of  both  j)iopcfed  to  them,  that  poireffion  could  certainly 
have  been  obtained.  Had  (lie  trcr.tcd  with  Spain  to  rcrmquifli  ai> 
imaginary  right,  or  at  Icall  to  give  a  paflage  acrofs  the  illhmus, 
upon  receiving  duties  fo  high  as  to  overbalance  all  the  chr.nce  of 
lofs  by  a  contraband  trade,  (he  had  probably  obtained  either  the 
(me  or  the  other.  Had  (lie  broke  with  Spain  for  the  fake  of  gaining 
by  force  one  of  ihofe  favours,  (lie  would  have  loft  far  lefs  thail  (lie 
afterwards  did  by  ca.rying  a  v.-ar  into  that  country  for  many  }ears, 
to  force  a  king  upon  the  Spaniards  againft  their  will.  Even  a  rup- 
ture with  Spain  for  Darien,  if  Ir  had  proved  fuccefsful,  would  have 
linit  the  two  nations  tdgether  by  the  moft  folid  of  ties,  their  mutuai 
intereft ;  for  the  EngliQi  mu(t  then  have  depended  upon  Spain  for 
the  fafety  of  their  caravans  by  land,  aiid  the  Spaniards  upon  England 
for  the  iafcty  of  their  fleets  by  fea.  Spain  and  England  would  have 
been  boinid  together  as  Portuj^Ml  and  England  have  long  been  ;  and 
the  Spani(li  treafures  hive  failed,  under  the  wings  of  Engli(h  na- 
vies, from  the  Spanifli  main  to  Cadiz,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
tre.iuiies  of  Portugal  have  failed  under  the  fame  prote«ftion,  facrcd 
atid  untouclicd,  from  the  Brazils  to  Li(bdn. 

Panama  is  the  capital  city  of  this  province,  where  the  treafures  of 
gold  and  filver,  and  the  other  rich  merchandiles  of  Pem,  are  lodged 
in  Ukagazines  till  they  are  fent  to  Europe.  It  is  (Ttuated  weft  longi- 
tude 82°  15',  north  latitude  S^  57'. 

When  Guzman  firft  touched  at  this  place  in  1514,  it  confifted  en- 
tirely of  fiPaermcn's  huts.  Orius  d'Avila  (iettled  a  colony  here  in  a 
fcvv  years  after,  and  in  1511  it  was  conftituted  a  city  by  the  emperor 
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Charles  V.  with  the  j>roper  privile'^ts.  In  1670,  it  was  facked  .iik! 
burnt  by  Jnhii  Morgan,  an  Englifli  adventurer,  who  had  the  precp 
ding  year  tnken  I'orto  I'cHo.  This  misfortune  induf'ed  the  inhabi- 
tants to  remove  the  city  to  its  preicnt  fituation,  diltant  about  a  league 
from  the  place  where  it  ftocni  bL:fore.  For  the  greater-  fccurity,  the 
newcify  was  incloied  by  a  iVee-itone  wall,  and  the  houfes  were  built 
of  ftone  and  brick.  Since  that  time  feveral  baftions  have  been  added, 
and  now  tliere  h  always  a  complete  garrilon  maintained,  and  the  walls 
are  mounted  with  large  cannon.  But  al!  thefe  precautions  could  not 
fave  this  city  from  another  misfortune;  it  was  entirely  confumed  by 
fire  in  the  year  1737.  After  this  accident  it  was  again  rebuilt,  in  the 
manner  as  it  now  ftands,  with  neat  elegant  houfes,  but  not  magnifi- 
cent. The  inhabitants  are  rather  independent  in  their  fortunes  than 
rich  ;  there  arc  I'gw  of  them  opulent,  and  icarce  any  in  a  ftate  of  ])o- 
verty.  As  to  the  harbour,  it  is  convenient,  and  well  fccured  agaiiil 
ftormsby  a  number  of  furrounding  iflands,  and  is  capable  of  contain- 
ing the  largeft  ilects.  Here  the  royal  audience  is  featcd,  at  which  *',ie 
governor  of  Panaaia  refides ;  for  which  reafon  the  city  is  commonly 
deemed  the  capital  of  the  province. 

This~place,  a  little  while  after  it  was  founded,  became  the  capita! 
of  the  kingdom  of  Terra  Firma.  Some  hopes  were  at  firft  entertained 
from  the  thiee  provinces  of  Panama,  Darien,  and  Vcragua,  wliicii 
compofed  it,  but  this  profperity  vanifhed  inftantaneoufly.  The  (d- 
vages  of  Darien  recovered  their  independence,  and  the  mines  of  the 
two  other  provinces  were  found  to  be  neither  fufficiently  abun- 
dant, nor  of  an  alloy  good  enough  to  make  it  worthwhile  to  work 
them.  Five  or  fix  fmall  boroughs,  in  which  are  feen  fome  Euro- 
peans quite  naked,  and  a  very  fmall  number  of  Indians  who  have 
come  to  refidc  there,  form  the  whole  of  this  flate,  which  the  Spa- 
niards are  not  afliamed  of  honouring  with  the  great  name  of  king- 
dom. It  is  in  general  barren  and  unwholefome,  and  contributes  no- 
thing to  trade  but  pearls. 

The  pearl  fifliery  is  carried  on  in  the  iflands  of  the  gulph.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  employ  fuch  of  the  negroes  in 
it  as  are  good  fwimmers.  Thcfe  flaves  plunge  and  re-plunge  in  the 
fea  in  fearch  of  pearls,  till  this  exercile  has  exhaufted  their  ftrcngth 
or  their  Ipirits. 

Every  negro  is  oWiged  to  deliver  a  certain  number  of  oyfters. 
ThoCe  in  which  there  are  no  pearls,  or  in  which  the  pearl  is  not  en- 
tirely formed,  are  not  reckoned.    What  he  is  able  to  find  beyond 
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the  ftipulated  obligation,  is  confidered  as  his  iiulifputable  property;  he 
may  fell  it  to  whom  he  pleales,  bit  comrao  ily  he  cedes  it  to  hi?  maftcr 
at  a  moderate  price. 

Sea  nionfters,  which  abound  more  about  the  illantis  where  pearls 
are  found  than  on  the  neighbouring  coalts,  render  ths  filhing  dan- 
gerous. Some  of  thefe  devour  the  divers  in  an  inliant.  The 
manta  fid),  which  derives  its  name  from  its  figure,  iurrou  ds  thcin, 
rolls  them  under  its  bod\,  and  fuftocaL's  them.  In  order  o  defend 
therafelves  againft  fuch  enemies,  every  diver  is  armed  u't*^  ■.  ?  .ig- 
uard;  the  moment  he  percei\..i;  any  r.i'  thefe  voraciouu  tiliu  ie  a:- 
tacks  them  with  prtcaiitjon,  uiunds  them,  and  diives  th-;n  avvay. 
Notwithflanding  thi«,  there  are  always  forne  filhermen  d-.tuoy.  J,  ana 
a  great  number  crippled. 

The  pearls  of  Panama  are  commonly  of  a  very  fin;  waiter.  Some 
of  them  are  even  remarkable  for  iheu-iii!e  and  tigin-c  ;  thci'^  .vert.  !»n"- 
nierly  fold  in  Europe.  Since  art  has  imitated  rhe;n,  .irul  the  ^^allion 
for  diamonds  has  entirely  fuperleded,  or  piodigioniiy  dimiiiiflied  the 
ufed  of  them,  they  have  found  a  tiew  mart  more  advantageous 
than  the  firft.  They  are  carried  to  i'cru,  whcrg  ihey  arc  jn  great 
eftimutioii. 

This  branch  of  trade  has,  however,  infmitely  lefs  contributed  to 
i^ive  reputation  to  Panama,  than  the  advantage  which  it  hatli  long  en- 
joyed ol"  being  the  mart  of  all  the  productions  of  the  coxmtr  ■  of  the 
Incas  that  are  deftined  lor  the  old  world.  Thefe  riches,  which  are 
brought  hither  by  a  fmall  fleet,  were  carrier',  fome  on  mules, 
ethers  by  the  river  Chagre,  to  Porto  Bello,  that  is  lituated  on  the 
aorthern  coaft  of  the  iflhmus,  which  fepar;;ites  the  two  feas. 

CARTHAGE  N  A. 

Carthagena  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  provinces  in  this  ter- 
ritory, on  account  of  the  great  trade  carried  on  by  the  capital,  for 
the  coimtry  itielf  is  neither  fertile,  rich,  nor  populous.  The  capital 
city,  called  likewife  Carthagena,  is  lituated  in  weft  longitude  77  ,  and 
north  latitude  1 1',  on  a  fandy  illand,  by  uiofl:  writers  called  a  pcnin- 
iula ;  which  forming  a  narrow  paflagc  on  the  fouth-wcft,  opens  a 
communication  with  that  called  Tierra  Bemba,  as  far  as  Bocco  Chica. 
The  little  ifland  which  now  joins  tl)em  was  formerly  the  entrance  of 
the  bay,  but  it  having  been  filled  up  by  orders  of  the  court,  Bocca 
Chica  became  the  only  oritrance  ;  this,  however,  has  been  filled  up 
fince  the  attempt  of  Vernon  and  Wennvorth,  and  tlie  old  paflage 
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again  opened.    On  the  north  fide  the  land  is  fo  narrow,  that  before 
the  wali  was  begun,  the  diftanqe  from  fea  to  fca  was  only  thirty-five 
toifc? ;  but  afterwards  enlarging,  it  forms  another  ifland  on  this  fide, 
fo  that  excepting  thefe  two  places,  the  whole  city  is  entirely  fur- 
rounded  by  fait  water.    To  the  eaftward  it  has  a  communication,  by 
means  of  a  wooden  bridge,  with  a  large  fuburb,  called   Xemani, 
built  on  another  ifland,  which  is  alio  joined  to  the  continent  by  a 
bridge  of  the  fame  materials.     The  fortifications  both  of  the  city  and 
fuburbs  are  built  after  the  modern  manner,  and  lined  with  free-ftone; 
and  in  time  of  peace,    the  garrifon  confifts  of  ten  companies,  of 
feventy-feven  men  each,  befides  militia.    The  city  and  fuburbs  arc 
well  laid  out,  the  ilreets  ftrait,  broad,   uniform,  and  well  paved. 
All  the  houfes  arc  built  of  flone  or  brick,  only  one  itory  high,  well 
contrived,  neat,  and  furniflied  with  balconies  and  lattices  of  wood, 
which  is  more  durable  in  that  climate  than  iron,  the  latter  being  foou 
corroded  by  the  acrimonious  quality  of  the  atmofphere.    The  climate 
is  exceedingly  unhealthy.    The  Europeans  arc  particularly  iubjeft  to 
the  terrible  difeafe  called  the  black  vomit,  which  fw^eps  off  multi- 
tudes  annually  on  fhf^  arrival  of  the  galleons.     It  feldom  continues 
abore  three  or  four  days,  in  which  time  the  patient  is  either  dead  or 
out  of  danger,  and  if  he  recovers,  is  never  fubjeft  to  a  return  of  the 
fame  diflemper.     This  djfeafe  has  hitherto  foiled  all  the  arts  of  the 
Spanifli  phyficians,  as  has  alfo  the  leprofy,  which  is  very  common 
here.    At  Carthagcna,  likewifc-,  that  painful  tumour  in  the  legs,  oc- 
cifioned  by  the  entrance  of  the  dracunculus,  or  guinea-worm,  i'; 
very  common  and  troublefome.     Another  diforder,  peculiar  to  this 
country  and  to  Pern,  is  occalioned  by  a  little  infed  called  pigna,  fc 
extremely  minute,  as  fcarce  to  be  vifible  to  the  naked  eye.     This  in- 
feft  breeds  in  the  duft,  infinuatcs  itfelf  into  the  ibles  of  the  feet  and 
the  legs,  piercing  the  Ikin  with  fuch  fubtlelty,  that  there  is  no  being 
aware  of  it,  before  it  has  made  its  way  to  the  flefli.     If  it  is  per- 
ceived in  the  beginning,  it  is  extracted  with  little  pain  ;  but  having 
once  lodged  its  head,  and  pierced  the  (kin,  the  patient  muft  undergo 
the  pain  of  an  incifion,  without  which  a  nodus  would  be  formed,  and 
a  multitude  of  infers  ingendered,  which  would  foon  oyerfpread  the 
foot  and  leg.     One  fpecies  of  the  nigua  is  venomous,  and  when  it 
enters    the   toe,    an   inflammatory    fwelling    takes   place   in   the 
groin. 
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St.    M  a  R  T  H  a. 

St.  Martha  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  the  North  fen  ;  on  the  eaft, 
by  Rio  de  la  Hache  ;  on  the  I'outh,  by  New-Granada  :  and  on  the 
weft,  by  Carthagena.  It  is  three  hundred  miles  in  len!;th,  and  two 
hundred  in  breadth,  is  a  moimtaiiiuus  country,  and  tho  hind  voiy 
high.  Here  begins  the  famous  ridge  of  mountains  called  the  Cordil- 
leras des  los  Andes,  which  run  from  north  to  fouth  the  whole  length 
of  the  continent  of  South-America ;  it  is  extremely  hot  on  the  fca 
coaft,  but  cold  in  the  internal  parts,  on  accgnnt  of  the  mountains  ; 
it  abounds  with  the  fruits  proper  to  the  climate,  and  there  are  mines 
of  gold  and  precious  ftones,  as  alfo  falt-works.  The  Spaniards  pof- 
fefs  but  qne  part  of  this  province,  in  which  they  have  built  Martha 
the  capital.  The  air  about  the  town  is  wholefomc,  and  is  feated 
near  the  fea,  having  a  harbour  furrounded  with  high  mountains.  It 
•vas  formerly  very  confiderable  when  the  galleons  were  fent  thither, 
but  is  now  come  almofl  to  nothing.  Weft  longitude  74'  1 1',  north 
latitude  11°  20'. 
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VENEZUELA. 

The  province  contiguous  to  St.  Martha  on  the  eafl  was  firft  vifited 
byAlonfo  de  Ojeda,  in  the  year  1499  >  ^^^^  the  Spaniards,  on  their 
landing  there,  having  obferved  fume  huts  in  an  Indian  village  built 
upon  piles,  in  order  to  raife  them  above  the  ftagnnted  vvatcr  which  co- 
vered the  plain,  were  led  to  beftow  upon  it  the  name  of  Venezuela, 
or  Little- Venice,  by  their  ufual  propenfity  to  find  a  refcmbhuice  be- 
tween what  they  difcovered  in  America,  and  the  objcds  which  were 
familiar  to  them  in  Europe.  They  made  fome  attempts  to  fettle 
there,  but  with  little  fuccefs.  The  final  reduftion  of  the  province 
was  accompliftied  by  means  very  different  from  thofe  to  which  Spain 
was  indebted  for  its  other  acquifiiions  in  the  New  World.  The  am- 
bition of  Charles  V.  often  engaged  him  in  opei; ;  ons  of  fuch  variety 
and  extenr,  that  his  revenues  were  not  futiicicnt  to  defray  the  ex- 
penfe  of  carrrying  them  into  execution.  Among  other  expedients  for 
Supplying  the  deficiency  of  his  funds,  he  had  borrowed  large  fums 
from  the  Velfers  4)f  Augfburgh,  the  moil  opulent  merchants  at  that 
time  in  Europe.  By  way  of  retribution  for  thefe,  or  in  hopes 
perhaps,  of  obtaining  a  new  loan,  he  bellowed  upon  them  the  pro- 
vince of  Venezuela,  to  be  held  as  an  hereditary  fief  from  the  crown 
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of  Caftlle,  on  condition  tliat  within  a  limited  time  they  fliould  rcii. 
der  themlclvcs  maflers  of  the  country,  and  eftablifli  a  colony  there. 
Under  the  direftion  of  fuch  pcrfons,  it  might  have  been  expefScd, 
that  a  fpttlcment  \vo:i!d  havo  been  cllabliDicd  on  mnxinis  Nory  dif- 
ferent from  thofc  of  the  Spaniards,  and  b.iter  calcnlate'l  to  en- 
courage fueh  iii'tiul  invhifliy,  as  rnereantile  proprietors  1.  '^'ii  iiave 
Icnown  to  be  the  moft  certain  four< e  of  ptol'perity  anc. 
but  uni'ortunafely  they  eonimittcd  the  exeiurioa  of  tl. 
lome  of  thofe  foldiers  of  foitnne  with  which  Germany  ;  - 
the  fixteenth  centmy,  Thefe  adventurers,  impaticfii 
riches,  that  they  mi^^Iir  fpcedily  :il)and(jii  a  ilaiii,,*  when  they  fooa 
difcovered  to  be  very  uncoinfortab!e,  infttid  of  planting  a  colouy  iu 
order  to  cultivate  and  impiovc  the  country,  wai-.dertd  trr.m  diih'idt 
to  diftrict  in  fcarch  of  mints,  plunuering  the  natives  \vith  xinfeehrig 
rapacity,  or  opprelling  iht-m  by  the  iinpofitton  of  intolerable  taflis. 
In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  their  avariie  oiid  eAfi^l^ioub,  in  compa- 
rifon  with  which  thofe  of  the  Spaniards  were  moderate,  defobted 
the  province  fo  completely,  that  it  could  hardly  afford  them  fub- 
fiftence  ;  and  the  Velfers  relinquiflied  a  property  from  which  the  in- 
confiderate  conduci:  of  tl;eir  agents  left  them  no  hope  of  ever  de- 
rivinjj;  ary  advantage.*  When  the  v  retched  remainder  of  the  Qer- 
ninns  c!ef«?rted  Venezuela,  the  Spaniards  agam  took  pofTeffion  of  it ; 
but,  notvvithftandinij  many  natuiai  advantages,  it  is  one  01  their 
mofl  languifiiing  and  unprodudive  fettlements. 

PAR  I A    AND    COM  ana; 

Thefe  provinces  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  North  fea,  on 
the  eaft  by  Surinam,  on  the  weft  by  New-Granada,  and  on  the 
fouth  by  Guiana;  its  produce  is  various,  but  in  relating  the  origin 
and  operations  of  the  mercantile  company,  in  which  an  excluiivc 
right  of  trade  with  them  has  been  veiled,  we  fliall  hereafter  have, 
occafion  to  confider  their  Hate  and  produdions  in  a  more  ample 
manner. 

■  NRW-GRANADA  and  POPAYAN. 

The  provinces  fometimes  Itnown  as  the  new  kingdom  of  Granada,  is 
entirely  an  inland  country  of  great  extent.  This  unportant  addition 
was  made  to  the  dominions  of  Spain  .ibout  the  year  1536,  by  Sebaftian 
deBcnalcazarandGonzaioXimenes  dc  Qucfada,  two  of  thebraveftand 
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moft  acconlpliflied  officers  employed  intheconqiieft  of  America.  The 
former,  who  commanded  at  that  rime  in  (^iito,  attacked  it  from  the 
fouth  ;  the  latter  made  his  invafion  from  Santa  Martha  on  the  north. 
As  the  original  inhabitants  of  tiiis  re!;ion  were  farther  advanced  in  im- 
provemf^.nt  thin  any  jicople  in  America  but  the  Mexicans  and  Peruvians, 
they  d.fjnded  thcmic!\e3  with  i^rvnt  rtfdlution  and  i^ood  conduft, 
Theabilitcs  and  perlcvcrancc  of  L?eiialca;:ar  and  (^lefada  furmounted 
all  oppofition,  though  not  without  encountering  many  dangers,  and 
reduced  the  country  into  the  form  of  a  Sjjaniib  province. 

The  provinces  arc  fa  fni'  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  fca,  that 
though  they  approach  almoft  10  the  e(;nator,  the  climate  is  remark- 
ably temperate.     Tlie   fe'  !ii"y   of  the  vallies  is  not  inferior  to  ihole 
of  the   richeft  diftiif>c   ,n  Anu^iea,  and  the  higher   grounds   yield 
|)old  and  precious  ^'   nes  '  ."  various  kinds.    It  is  not  by  digging  inro 
the  bowels  of  th .   ^arth  that  tliis  gold  is  found,  it  is  mingled  with 
the  foil  n.ar  tl     furfciCf',  and  feparated  from  it  by  repeated  walliing 
with  water  :  t:   >  o)  tratlon  is  carried  on  wholly  by  negro  llavts ;  for 
though  the  t    .il  fubterrnnean  air  has  been  difcovered,  by  experience., 
to  be  f.)  fp       to  them,   t'aat  they  cannot  be  employed  with  advantage 
in  the  d    p  liver  uiincL-,  they  arc  more  capable  of  performing  the 
other  ■     cies    n   labour  thau  Indians.     As  the  natives  are  exempt 
from  inat  f.'-vice,  which  has  wafted  their  race  io  rapidly  in  other 
parts  of  America,  the  country  is  ftill  remarkably  populous.     Some 
dilhii^tsi  yield  gold  with  a  profufion  no  lefs  wonderful  than  in  the  vale 
of  C;neguilla,  and  it  is  often  found  in  large  pcpitas,  or  grains,  which 
manifefl  the  abundance  in  which  it  is  produced.     On  a  riling  ground 
hear  Pamplona,  fiugle  labourers  have  collevfted  in  a  day  what  was 
Cvjual  in  value  to  a  thoufand  pefos.     A   late   r.  /ernor  of  Santa  Fe 
brought  with  him  to  Spain  a  lump  of  pure  gold,  eftimated  to  be 
worth  fevcn  hundred  and  forty  pounds  ftcrling.    This,  which  is  per- 
haps the  largeft  and  fineft  fpecimen  ever  found  in  the  new  world,  is 
now  depofited  in  the  royal  cabinet  of  Madrid.     But  without  founding 
any  calculation  on  what  is  rare  and  extraordinary,  the  value  of  the 
gold  ufually  collei'ted  in  this  country,  particularly  in  I'opayan  and 
Choco,    is  of  confiden'.bie  amount.     Its  towns  are  populous  and 
flourifliing.     The  number  of  inhabitants  in  almoft  every  part  of  the 
country  daily  increafes ;  cultivation  and  induftry  of  various  kinds 
begin  to  be  encouraged,  and  to  profper  ;  a  confidcrable  trade  is  ca^- 
Tied  on  with  Carthagena,    the  produce  of  the    mines   and  other 
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commoilities  being  conveyed  down  the  great  river  of  St.  Magdalen 
to  that  city.  On  another  quarter  there  is  a  conimiinication  with  the 
Atlantic  by  the  river  Orinoco ;  but  the  country  which  flrctchoa 
along  its  banks  towards  tlic  caft  is  little  known,  and  miperfei^^ly  oc* 
cupied  by  the  Spaniards. 


HISTORY 


(     ^31    ) 


HISTORY    OF 


E       R       U. 


1  ERU  is  fituated  between  the  equator  and  25°  fouth  latitude,  and 
60'' and  81' weft  longitude  ;*  its  length  is  eighteen  hundred  miles, 
and  its  breadth,  according  to  {omc  authors,  three  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  others  iix  hundred  \  miles ;  but  the  lateft  and  moft  au- 
thentic accounts  Itate  it  at  about  five  hundred.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Terra  Firma,  on  the  weft  by  the  Pacific  ocean,  on  the 
fouth  by  Cliili,  and  on  the  call  by  the  mountains  called  the  Andes. 
The  bounds  of  our  work  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  the  ancient 
hiftory  of  this  country  before  its  conqueft  by  the  Spaniards ;  we  can, 
therefore,  only  in  brief  obfei've,  that  the  empire  of  Peru,  at  the  time 
it  was  fubdued,  extended  along  the  Souih  fea,  ftom  the  river  of 
Emeralds  to  Chili,  and  on  the  land  fide  to  Popayan,  according  to 
fome  geographers.  It  contained  within  its  extent  that  famous  chain 
of  mountains  which  rifes  in  the  Terra  Magellanica,  and  is  gradually 
loft  ill  Mexico,  in  order  to  unite,  as  it  fliould  feem,  the  Ibuthern  parts 
of  America  with  the  northern. 

It  is  now  divided  into  thrte  grand  divifions  or  audiences ;  r. 
Quito;  2.  Lima,  or  Los  Reyes;  and,  3.  Los  Charcos.  As 
to  its  climate,  mines,  foil  and  produce,  they  difter  greatly  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country. 

CLU  I  T  O. 

The  extenfive  province  of  Quito  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Po- 
payau,  and  includes  a  part  of  that  government}  alio  by  Santa  Ee  dc 

'■■  The  compilers  of  the  Encyolopnedia  Biitannieii  ft:itc  the  fituation  of  Peru  be- 
tween I  tleg.4o  min.  north,  and  26  deg.  10  iniii.  Ibuih  lutituJe,  at. '  56  and  81  dc;>  weft 
li-iiigituJc,  and  make  its  length  cightceu  hundred  and  its  breadth,  as  above,  three  liundied 
snd  ninety  miles. 
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Bogota  ;  on  the  foiith  by  the  governments  of  Piura  and  Charhapoyij  $ 
on  the  call  it  extends  over  the  whole  government  of  Maynas  and  the 
river  of  the  Amazons  to  the  meridian,  which  divides  the  Spanilh 
from  the  Portugucfe  dominions ;  and  on  the  wefV  it  is  bounded  by 
the  South  feu  5  extending,  according  to  Antonio  de  L'lloa,  fix  huii. 
dred  leagues  in  length,  and  about  two  hundred  in  its  greaitft 
breadth  j  but  this  greatly  exceeds  the  rompulation  of  all  other  geo- 
graphers. He  however  obftrves,  that  it  muft  be  owned  a  great  part 
of  thofe  vaft  dominions  are  either  inhabited  by  nations  of  Indians,  or 
have  not  hitlicrto  been  fiiflicicntly  peopled  by  the  Spaniards,  if  in. 
deed  they  hail  been  thoioughly  known;  and  that  all  the  parts  that 
can  pioperly  be  iaid  to  be  peopled,  and  actually  I'ubjeA  to  the  Spanifl) 
government,  are  thofe  intercepted  by  the  two  Cordilleras  of  the 
Andes,  which,  in  compariion  to  the  extent  of  the  country,  may  be 
termed  a  ilrcet  or  lane,  fifteen  leagues,  or  fometimes  more,  from 
call  to  welt ;  to  this  mull  be  added  feveral  detached  governments, 
ic{>arated  by  the  very  cxtenfive  trafts  inhabited  by  free  Indians. 

The  climate  of  Quito  differs  from  all  others  in  the  fame  parallel, 
fince  even  in  .ne  center  of  the  torrid  zone,  or  although  under  the 
ccjuinuttial,  the  heat  is  not  only  very  tolerable,  but  even  in  feme 
places  the  cold  is  painful;  while  others  e:  joy  all  the  advantages  of 
u  perpetual  Ipring,  the  fields  being  conftantly  covered  with  verdure, 
and  enamelled  with  flowers  of  the  moft  lively  colours.  The  mild* 
ncfs  of  tike  climate,  free  from  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and 
the  conftant  equality  of  the  day  and  night,  render  this  countrj-, 
which,  from  its  fituation,  might  be  thought  to  be  parched  by  the 
conftant  heat  of  the  fun,  and  fcarcely  inhabitable,  both  pleafant  and 
fertile ;  for  Nature  has  here  difpenfed  her  bleffings  with  fo  liberal  a 
hand,  that  this  country  in  feveral  refpedts  furpafles  thofe  of  the  tem- 
perate zones,  where  the  viciffitudes  of  winter  and  fummer,  and  the 
change  from  heat  to  cold,  caufe  the  extremes  of  both  to  be  more 
fenfibly  felt.  However,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  the  air  is 
very  different ;  in  one  part  are  mountains  of  a  ftupendous  height 
and  magnitude,  with  their  fummits  covered  with  fnow.  The  pl<iinj 
are  temperate,  the  valleys  hot,  and,  according  to  the  high  or  lowr 
fituation  of  the  country,  are  found  all  the  variety  of  gradations  in 
temperature  pofiible  to  be  conceived  between  the  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold. 

Quito,  the  capital,  in  o"  13' fouth  latitude,  and  77°  50'vveft  loii' 
gitude  frqni  Greenwich,  is  fo  happily  fituated,  that  neither  heat  nor 
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cold  aie  trouhlefomc,  though  both  may  be  felt  in  its  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  what  renders  this  c(iu;ihty  more  ddightl^il  is,  that  it  it 
conftant  throughout  the  whole  year,  the  (hftorence  between  the  fca« 
Ions  being  fcarce  perceptible.  Indeed  the  niorningb  are  cool,  the 
remainder  of  the  day  warm,  and  the  nights  of  an  agreeable  tctn- 
peiaturc. 

The  winds,  which  are  pure  and  falubric.b,  blow  for  the  moH  part 
from  norlh  to  fouth,  but  never  with  any  vioLnce,  though  they  fome- 
times  fliift  their  quarters,  but  without  any  regard  to  the  fe.ifon  of 
the  year.  Such  fignal  advantages  refulting  fiom  the  climate,  foil, 
and  afpcft  of  this  country,  would  be  fufticient  to  render  it  the  moft 
enviable  fpot  upon  earth,  as  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  elevated, 
if,  whilll  enjoying  thcfe  delights,  the  inhabitants  were  not  haralfed 
by  terror,  and  expofed  to  contiimal  danger ;  for  here  tremendous 
tempefts  of  thunder  and  lightning  prevail,  wh  ch  are  fufficient  to 
n,)pal  the  ftouteft  heart;  whilft  earthquakes  heiiuently  Ipread  Uw' 
vcrfal  apprehenfions,  and  fometimes  bury  cities  in  ruins. 

The  diftin£tion  of  winter  and  fummer  confifts  in  a  very  minute 
difference  ;  the  interval  between  the  month  of  September  and  thofe 
of  April,  May  or  June,  is  here  called  the  winter  feafon,  and  the 
other  months  compofe  the  fummer.  In  the  former  feafon  the  rain 
chiefly  prevails,  and  in  the  latter  the  inhabitants  frequently  enjoy 
whole  days  of  fine  weather  ;  but  whenever  the  rains  are  difcontinued 
for  above  a  fortnight,  the  inhabitants  are  in  the  utmoft  confterna- 
tion,  and  public  prayers  are  offered  up  for  their  return.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  they  continue  a  fljort  time  without  interm,iirion, 
the  like  fears  prevail,  and  the  churches  are  again  crowded  with  fup- 
plicants  to  obtain  fine  weather  j  for  a  long  drought  produces  dange- 
rous difeafes,  and  a  continual  rain,  without  intervals  of  funfliine, 
dellroys  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  The  city  of  Quito,  however,  en- 
joys one  peculiar  advantage  in  b^ing  free  from  mufketoes  and  other 
troublefome  infefts,  fuch  as  fleas  and  venomous  reptiles,  except  the 
nigua  or  pique,  which  is  a,  very  fmaU  infeft  fliaped  like  a  flea,  but 
hardly  vifible  to  the  fight. 

The  fertility  of  the  foil  here  i?.  incredible,  for  the  fruits  and 
beauties  of  the  feveral  feafons  are  vifible  at  the  fame  time  j  and  the 
furious  European  obferves  with  a  pleafing  admiration,  that  while 
fome  herbs  of  the  field  are  fading,  others  of  the  fame  kind  are 
ipringing  up  ;  while  fome  flowers  lofe  their  beauty,  others  blow  to 
•ontinii«  the  enamelled  profpeft  :  thus,  when  the  fruits  of  the  tree* 
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have-  attained  their  mntiirity,  ami  tlic  Icavrs  bc^^in  to  clisnge  tlirif 
colour,  frc(h  leaves  bloflbni,  ami  fruits  arc  ibcu  in  tlicir  proper  grada- 
tion, in  lize  and  ripciicfs  on  the  lainc  tree.  Tlie  r;imc  ini-eflant  fertility 
is  coiifpiruous  in  the  corn,  both  rcajjing  and  fowiiig  being  carried  on 
at  the  i'mie  time  ;  lo  tint  the  declivities  of  the  ncij;hbouriiiiT  hilU 
exhibit  all  the  beauties  otthe  four  fcafons  in  oni'  airemblagc.  Thoiu'h 
all  tliis  is  generally  fecn,  yet  there  is  a  fettled  time  for  the  gmud 
liarvcrt  :  yet  fomctinies  the  mod  favourable  feafon  for  fowing  in  o!u; 
place  is  a  month  or  two  after  that  of  another,  thouuh  thtir  diftaiire 
does  not  exceed  three  or  foiu-  leagues.  Thus  in  different  fpoi?,  and 
lometlmts  in  one  and  the  fame,  fowing  and  reaping  are  performed 
throughi)Ut  the  vvliole  year,  the  foiwardnefs  or  rttaidment  naturally 
arifing  from  the  ditlcrent  fituations,  fuch  as  mountains,  riling 
grounds,  p'ains  and  valleys ;  and  the  temperature  being  different  in 
each,  the  beft  times  for  performing  the  feveral  operations  of  hulbandry 
nnift  alio  difier. 

The  chirimoya  is  confidercd  as  one  of  the  mofl  delicious  fruits  in 
the  world ;  its  dimcnlions  are  various,  being  from  one  to  five 
inches  in  diameter;  its  figure  is  imperfe;?lly  round,  flatted  towards 
the  Italk,  uhere  it  forms  a  kind  of  navel,  but  all  the  other  parts  are 
nearly  circular  :  it  is  covered  with  a  thin  foft  fliell,  which  adheres  fo 
clofily  .'•  the  pulp  as  not  to  be  fcparted  from  it  without  a  knife;  the 
outw'ird  coat  is  green,  variegated  with  prominent  veins,  forming 
all  over  it  a  kind  of  net-work:  the  pulp  is  white,  and  contains  a 
large  quantity  of  juice  refend:)ling  honey,  of  a  fweet  taffe,  mixed 
with  a  gentle  acid  of  a  moft  exqulfitc  flavour.  The  feeds  are  formed 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  pulp,  and  are  fomewliat  fiat.  The  tree  is 
high  and  tutted,  the  ftem  large  and  round,  but  with  Ibme  inequr.li- 
ties,  full  of  elliptic  leaves,  terminating  in  a  point.  The  bloiloin 
differs  little  from  the  colour  of  the  leaves,  which  is  a  darkilh  green, 
and  though  far  horn  being  beautiful,  is  remarkable  for  its  incompa- 
rable fragrance. 

The  granadilla  in  its  fliape  refembles  an  hen's  egg,  but  is  larger; 
the  outfide  of  the  fiiell  is  imooth,  glolTy,  and  of  a  faint  carnation 
colour,  and  the  iufide  white  and  foft ;  the  Ihell  contains  a  vifcous 
liquid  fubftance  full  of  veiy  fmall  and  delicate  grains,  lefs  hard  than 
thofe  of  the  pomegranate.  This  medullary  fubftance  is  leparated 
from  the  fliell  by  a  fine  and  tranfparent  membrane.  Its  fruit  has  a 
delightful  fwectiiefs  blended  with  acidity,  very  cordial  and  refrefliing, 
and  fo  wholefome,  that  there  is  no  danger  of  eating  to  cxcefs. 

The 
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TI10  frutill;),  or  Peruvian  ftrawbrrry,  is  very  dificrciit  from  t'nt 
of  Kuropc  ill  lizc ;  tor  th()ii<;h  tiicy  arc  here  generally  not  above 
in  inch  in  Icnjjth,  they  arc  nui'.;!i  larj;er  in  other  p.irts  ot'l'irii  ;  I)iit 
their  talle,  thuiigh  juicy,  and  nut  unpalatable,  ii)  nut  etjual  to  tUufu 
in  Europe. 

The  country  is  obfervcd  to  abound  more  in  women  th;\n  nie;i, 
which  ib  the  more  remarkable,  as  thole  caules  which  indue*.*  men  to 
leave  thei''  country,  as  travelling,  aommerec,  ami  w  ir,  naturally 
bring  over  more  men  from  Euroj^c  than  women.  Uuc  there  aie  many 
families  in  which  tiiere  are  a  number  of  tlaughters,  wiihout  one  foa 
among  t'.iem.  The  women  en;  '  a  better  Hate  of  health  than  the 
men,  which  may  be  owing  in  fomcmeafi.  e  to  the  cliinite,  but  more 
particularly  to  the  early  intemperance  and  vohiptuoufnefs  of  the 
other  fex. 

The  Creoles  are  well  made,  of  a  proper  Itaturc,  and  of  a  lively 
and  agreeable  co-,mtenance.  The  IMeilizos  are  alfo  in  general  well 
nuule,  t)ften  ta'ler  than  the  ordinary  fize,  very  lobufV,  and  have  an 
agreeable  air.  The  Indians,  bot!)  inen  and  women,  are  ccuninonly 
low  of  Itaturc,  though  ftrong  and  well  firoporiioned  ;  but  more  na- 
tural deleds  arc  to  be  found  among  them  than  in  any  of  the  idt. 
Some  arc  remarkably  (liort,  I'ome  ideots,  dumb,  or  blind.  Tlieir 
hair  is  generally  thick  and  long,  which  they  wear  luole  on  their 
flioiillers  ;  but  the  Indian  women  plait  theirs  behind  wi:h  a  riband, 
and  cut  that  before  a  little  above  the  eyebrows,  from  one  ear  to  the 
other.  The  greatefl:  ('ifgracc  that  can  be  oftered  to  an  Ijidian  of 
either  fex  is  to  cut  off  their  hair  j  for  whatever  corporal  punifhment 
their  mafters  think  proper  to  intliifl  on  them,  they  bear  with  patience; 
but  this  atfront  they  never  forgive,  and  accordingly  the  government 
has  interpoled,  and  limited  this  punidiment  to  the  moll  enormous 
crimes.  The  colour  of  the  hair  is  generally  a  deep  black  ;  it  is  lank, 
haiih,  and  as  coarfe  r.s  that  of  a  horfe.  On  the  C(;iUrary,  the  male 
Meibzoa,  in  order  to  diftinguifli  themfelvcs  from  the  Indians,  cutoff 
their  hair,  but  the  females  do  not  adopt  that  culloin. 

The  Meftizos  in  general  wear  a  blue  cloth,  manufaftured  in  this 
country  ;  but  though  they  are  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  Spaniards,  they 
are  very  ambitious  of  diftinguifliing  themfelves  as  fuch,  either  by  the 
colour  or  fafliion  of  the  clothes  they  wear. 

The  Meftizo  women  affeft  to  drefs  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Spa- 
nidi,  though  they  cannot  equal  the  ladies  in  the  richnefs  of  their 
fluffs.  The  meaner  fort  wearno  flioes,  but,  like  the  men  of  thcfam 
•ank,  go  barefooted. 

The 


mi: 


«".* 
I 

i 


ti 


f  . 


I'      '    t 


.  i 


;yi     I  .ii 


m-  -"f 


f  r^ii 


w.  ;i 


142  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

The  drefs  of  the  Intilans  confifts  of  white  cotton  drawers,  whi^h 
hang  down  to  the  calf  of  their  leg,  where  they  are  loofe,  and  edged 
vith  a  lace  fiiitable  to  the  Huff.    The  ufe  of  a  fliirt  is  fupplicd  by  a 
blabk  cotton  frock,  made  in  the  form  of  a  Tack,  with  three  openings 
at  the  bottom,  one  in  the  middle  for  the  licad,  and  others  at  the  cor- 
ners for  the  arms  ;  thus  covering  their  naked  bodies  down  to  their 
knees:  over  this  is  a  ferge  cloak,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle  for 
putting  the  head  through,  and  a  hat  made  by  tlie  natives.     This  it 
the  general  drefs,  which  they  never  lay  afide,  even  while  theyfleep; 
and  they  have  no  additional  cloathing  for  their  legs  or  feet.     The  In« 
<Uans,  who  have  icquired  fome  fortune,  particularly  the  barbers  and 
phlebotomirts,  difringiiini  thcmfclvcs  from  their  countrymen  by  the 
iinenefs  of  their   drawers,  and  by   wearing   a  (hirt,  which,  though 
without  flcovcs,  has  a  lace   four  or  five  fingers  in  breadth,  fafiened 
lound  like  a  kind  of  ruif  or  band.     They  are  fond  of  filver  or  gold 
buckles  to  their  flioes,  though  they  wear  no  ftockings,  and  inftead 
of  a  mean  ferge  cloak,  wc:ir  one  of  fine  cloth,  which  is  often  adorned 
with  gold  or  filver  lace. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  drefTes  worn  by  the  Indian  women,  made 
in  the  fame  plain  manner  with  thofe  worn  by  the  men  in  general,  the 
whole  confining  of  a  fliort  petticoat  and  a  veil  of  American  baize. 
But  the  drefs  of  the  Jowelt  clafs  of  Indian  women  is  only  a  bag  of  the 
fame  make  and  ftutF  as  that  of  the  men,  which  they  faften  on  their 
flioulders  with  two  large  pins ;  it  reaches  down  to  the  calf  of  the  leg, 
and  is  faftencd  round  the  vvaift  with  a  kind  of  girdle.  Inftead  of  a 
veil,  they  wear  about  the  neck  a  piece  of  the  fame  coaife  fluff,  dyed 
black,  but  their  arms  and  legs  are  naked. 

The  people  have  difliea  unknown  in  Europe,  but  are  particularly 
fond  of  cheefe,  and  have  excellent  butter  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Quito.     Sweetmeats  are  very  much  admired. 

Rum  is  commonly  drank  here  by  perfons  of  all  ranks,  but  thei/ 
favourite  liquor  is  brandy.  The  diforders  arifing  from  the  exceffivc 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  are  chiefly  feen  among  the  Meftizos ;  and  the 
lower  clafs  of  women,  both  among  the  Creoles  and  the  Meftizos,  arc 
alfo  extremely  addifted  to  the  fame  fpecies  of  debauchery. 

Another  liquor  much  ufed  in  this  country  is  mate,  which  is  made 
of  an  herb  known  in  all  thefe  parts  of  America  by  the  name  para* 
guay,  as  being  the  produce  of  that  country.  Some  of  it  is  put  into  a 
calabafh  tipped  with  filver,  called  here  mate,  with  fugar  and  feme 
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told  Water.  After  it  has  continued  there  forae  time,  the  calabaih  i» 
filled  with  boiling  water,  and  they  drink  the  hquor  through  a  p\pc 
fixed  iu  the  calabafli.  It  isallb  ufual  to  Iquceze  into  the  iif-iuor  a  iUi,  11 
quantity  of  the  juice  of  lemons  or  Seville  oranges,  mixed  with  iumij 
perfumes  from  odoriferous  flowers.  This  is  their  uiual  drink  in  tiia 
morning  fafting,  and  many  alfo  ufe  it  at  their  evening  regale.  Tiie 
manner  of  drinking  it  appears  very  indelicate,  the  whole  company 
taking  it  fuccelTively  through  the  fame  pipe,  it  being  can  icd  feveral 
r.mcs  round  tb.c  company  till  all  are  fatisficd.  This,  among  the  Creoles, 
is  the  higheft  enjoymtf-nt ;  {o  that  when  they  travel,  they  never  fail  to 
carry  with  them  a  fufficient  quantity  of  it,  and  till  they  have  taken 
their  dofe  of  mate  they  never  eat. 

The  vice  ot'  gaming  is  here  carried  to  an  extravagant  height,  to 
the  ruin  of  many  families,  fome  loling  their  (lock  in  trade,  others 
the  very  clothes  from  their  backs,  and  afterward  thofe  belonging  to 
their  wives,  which  they  hazard,  ftimuiated  by  the  hope  ot' recovering 
their  own. 

The  common  people,  the  Indians,  and  even  the  domeftics,  are 
greatly  addi(3:ed  to  Healing.  The  MclHzos,  though  arrant  cowards, 
do  not  want  audacitj  in  this  v/ay  ;  for  though  they  will  not  venture 
to  attack  any  one  in  the  ilreet,  it  is  a  common  prartice  to  fnatch  off 
a  perfon's  hat,  and  immediately  leek  their  fafety  in  tlight.  This  ac- 
(luifiiion  is  fometmies  of  coufitlerable  value  ;  the  hats  worn  by  pcr- 
lijris  ot"  rank,  and  evcij  by  the  wealthy  citizens,  when  dreflod, 
being  of  white  beaver,  worth  lifteen  dollars,  beiide  the  hatband  of 
gold  or  fdver  lace,  faliened  with  a  gold  buckle  fet  with  diamonds  or 
emeralds. 

InQiiito,  and  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  its  province,  difterent 
dialc('is  are  fi)oktn,  Spanilh  being  no  lefs  common  than  the  Inga, 
the  language  or' the  country.  TlseCiooles  ufe  the  latter  as  muchasthe 
former,  but  both  are  coniiderably  adulterated  by  borrowed  word^  or 
cxprLllions.  'Che  fiirt  language  generally  ipoken  by  children  is  the 
Inga,  for  the  nmies  being  Indians,  many  ot  them  do  not  underftand 
a  uord  of  Spanifli,  and  thus  they  aftei  ward  learn  a  jargon  compofed 
or  both  languages. 

The  fumptnous  manner  of  performing  the  iaft  offices  for  the  dead, 
deaionltrates  how  far  the  power  of  habit  is  capable  oi  prevailing  over 
rafou  and  prudence,  for  their  oftentation  is  fo  great  in  this  parti- 
cular, that  many  families  of  credit  are  ruined  by  prepofteroully  en- 
ileavouring  to  excel  others ;  and  the  people  here  may  be  faid  to  toil 
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and  fchcme  to  lay  \ip  wealth,  to  enable  their  fuccelTors  to  lavifh  ho. 

iiov.rs  iijjon  a  body  inlcnfible  of  all  pageantry. 

The  commerce  of  the  province  of  Quito  is  chiefly  carried  on  by 
Enropeans  fettled  here,  and  others  who  occafionally  arrive.  The  ma- 
nuL.ctuns  of  this  province  are  only  cottons,  fome  white  and  llripcd 
bai^c,  ar.d  cloths,  which  meet  with  a  good  market  at  Lima,  for  fiip- 
plying  the  inward  provinces  of  Peru.  The  returns  are  made  partly 
in  filver,  and  partly  in  fringes  made  of  gold  and  iilver  thread,  aiul 
wine,  hi  ancly,  oil,  copper,  tin,  lend,  and  quicklilver.  On  the  ar- 
rival of  the  galleons  at  Carthageua,  thefe  traders  refort  thither  to 
purcha  e  Liiropean  goods,  which,  at  their  return,  they  confign  to 
their  coirefpondents  all  over  the  province.  The  coalts  of  New- 
Spain  fupply  this  province  with  indigo,  of  which  there  is  a  very  large 
confumption  at  the  manufaftures,  blue  being  imiverfally  the  colour 
which  this  people  adopt  for  their  apparel.  They  alfo  import,  by 
way  of  Guay:iquila,  iron  and  iteel,  both  from  Europe  and  the  coail 
of  Guatimala. 

The  dilpofition  of  the  Indians  in  the  province  of  Quito  is  ex- 
tremely remarkable,  anc'  ihey  appear  to  '..  •  o  no  refemblance  to  the 
people  found  there  by  thoie  who  full:  dii.  ''i\  '  'he  country.  They 
at  prefent  poflefs  a  tranquillity  not  to  be  di.  ii-  :  either  by  fortunate 
or  unfortunate  events.  In  their  mean  apparel  they  are  as  contented 
as  a  piince  clothed  in  the  mod  fplcndid  robes.  They  flievv  the 
famediliegard  to  riches ;  and  even  the  authority  and  grandeur  within 
their  reach  is  fo  little  the  object  of  their  ambition,  that  to  all  appear- 
ance it  feems  to  be  the  lame  to  an  Indian  whether  he  be  created 
an  alcaide,  or  obliged  to  perform  the  otHce  of  a  common  execu- 
tioner. 

Their  floth  is  To  great,  that  llarcely  any  thing  can  induce  them  to 
work.  Whatever,  therefore,  is  necell'ary  to  be  done,  is  left  to  the 
Indian  women,  who  are  much  more  aftive ;  they  fpin  and  make  the 
lialf  fliirts  and  drawers  which  foim  the  only  apparel  of  their  huf- 
bands  ;  they  cook  the  proviiions,  grind  bafley,  and  brew  the  beer 
called  chica,  wliile  the  hulband  fits  f(]uatting  on  his  hams,  theufual 
pofture  of  the  Indians,  Kokingathis  bufy  wife.  The  only  domcftic 
fervice  they  do  is  to  plough  their  little  fpot  of  land,  which  is  fowcd 
by  the  wife.  When  they  are  once  feated  on  their  hams,  no  reward 
can  induce  them  to  flir  ;  fo  that  if  a  traveller  has  loft  his  way,  and 
happens  to  come  to  one  of  their  cottages,  they  charge  their  wives  to 
fay  that  they  we  not  at  home.  Should  the  palicnger  alight  and  enter 
a  the 
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ihe  cottage,  the  Indian  would  ftill  be  fafe,  for  having  no  light  but 
what  comes  through  a  hole  in  tho  door,  he  covild  not  be  dilcovered ; 
and  fliould  the  ftranger  even  fee  the  Indian,  neither  entreaties  nor  re- 
Wards  would  prevail  on  him  to  (lir  a  ftep  with  him. 

They  are  lively  only  in  parties  of  pleafure,  rejoicings,  entertain- 
ments, and  efpccially  dancing  ;  but  in  all  thefe  the  liquor  muft  circu- 
late brilkly,  and  they  continue  drinking  till  they  are  entirely  deprived 
both  of  fenfe  and  motion. 

k  is  remarkable  that  the  Indian  women,  whether  maids  or  mar- 
ried, and  Indian. young  men  before  they  are  of  an  age  to  contra<5l 
matrimony,  are  never  guilty  of  this  vice  ;  it  being  a  maxim  among 
them,  that  drunkennefs  is  the  privilege  of  none  but  mailers  of  fami- 
lies who,  when  they  are  unable  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  have  others 
to  take  care  of  them. 

The  women  pi  efent  the  chicha  *  to  their  hufbandsjn  calabashes, 
tilt  their  fpirits  are  raifed,  then  one  plays  on  a  pipe  and  tabor,  while 
others  dance.  Some  of  the  bell  voices  among  the  Indian  women 
fing  fongs  in  their  own  language,  and  thofe  who  do  not  dance,  fquat 
down  in  the  ufual  pofture  till  it  comes  to  their  turn.  When  tiied 
with  intemperance,  they  all  lie  down  together,  without  regarding 
whether  they  be  near  the  wife  of  another  or  their  own  fifter  or,daugh- 
ter.  Thefe  f  ;fl;ivities  fometimes  continue  three  or  four  days,  till  the 
pried  coming  among  them,  throwfi  away  all  the  chicha,  and  difp:rles 
the  Indians,  left  they  flioukl  procure  more. 

Their  funerals  are  likewife  Iblemnifed  with  exceflive  drinkinsr. 
The  houfe  is  filled  with  jugs  of  chicha,  for  the  folace  of  the  mourn- 
ers and  other  vifitors  ;  the  latter  even  go  out  into  the  {Ireets,  and  in- 
vite all  of  their  nation  who  happen  to  pafs  by,  to  come  in  and 
drink  to  the  honour  of  the  deceal'ed.  This  ceremony  lafts  four  or 
five  days,  and  fometimes  inore,  ftrong  liquor  being  their  fupreme 
enjoyment* 

The  Indians  in  the  audience  of  Quito  are  faid  to  acl  contrary  to  all 
other  nations  in  their  marriages,  for  they  never  make  choice  of  a 
woman  who  has  not  been  firft  enjoyed  by  others,  which  they  conli- 

*  This  is  a  liquor  made  from  mair.e  by  the  following  procefs :  The  maite,  after 
tcingfoaked  in  water  till  it  begin  to  grow,  is  dried  in  the  fun,  then  parched  a  little,  and 
it  laftground.  The  flour,  after  it  has  been  well  kneaded,  is  put  with  watir  into  a  large 
wITol,  and  left  for  two  or  three  days  to  ferment.  Its  tafte  is  nearly  that  of  the  moft  indif- 
'fcnt  kind  of  cyder.  It  is  a  refrelhing,  nourilhing,  and  aperitive  liouor,  but  it  will 
wt  keep  above  eight  days  without  turning  four. 
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:  er  as  a  certain  indication  of  her  perfonal  attraftions.  After  a  youn^ 
man  has  made  choice  of  a  woman,  lie  alks  her  of  her  father,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  his  confent,  they  begin  to  cohabit  together  as  man  and 
wife,  and  aflift  the  fathcr-in-hiw  in  cultivating  the  land.  At  the  end  of 
three  or  four  months,  and  frequently  of  a  year,  the  hulband  leaves 
Lis  bride  or  wife,  without  any  ceremony,  and  pcrhajjs  expoftulates 
with  his  fathci-in-law  for  endeavouring  to  deceive  him,  by  impofing 
upon  him  his  daughter,  whom  nobody  elfe  had  thought  worthy  cf 
making  a  bedfellow.  Cut  if  no  difguft  arifcs  in  the  man  on  this  ac- 
count,  or  any  other,  after  palling  three  or  four  months  in  this  com- 
merce, which  they  call  amanarfc,  or  to  habituate  one's  felf,  they 
then  marry.  This  cuftom  is  flill  very  common,  though  the  whole 
body  of  the  clergy  have  ufed  all  their  endeavours  to  put  a  flop  to  it. 
Accordingly  they  always  abfolvc  them  of  that  fin  before  they  give 
them  the  nuptial  benediftion. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  dependencies  of  the  jurifdiftions  of 
Quito  are  feated  between  the  two  Cordilleras  of  the  Andes,  and  that  ths 
air  is  more  or  lefs  cold,  and  the  ground  more  or  lefs  fterile,  accord- 
ing to  the  height  of  the  mountains.  Thefe  barren  tracks  are  called 
defarts ;  for  though  all  the  Cordilleras  are  dry,  fome  are  much  more 
fo  than  others,  and  the  continual  fnow  and  frofts  render  fome  parts  of 
them  incapable  of  producing  a  fingle  plant,  and  confequently  they 
are  uninhabitable  by  man  or  beaft. 

Some  of  thefe  mountains,  which  appear  to  have  their  bafes  refling 
on  other  mountains,  rife  to  a  moft  aitonifliing  height,  and  reaching 
far  above  "the  clouds,  are  here,  although  in  the  midft  of  the  torrid 
zone,  covered  with  perpetual  fnow.  From  experiments  made  with 
a  barometer  t)n  the  mountain  of  Cotopaxi,  it  appeared  that  itsfum- 
mit  was  elevated  fix  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  yards 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  fomething  above  three  geographical 
miles,  which  greatly  exceeds  the  height  of  any  other  mountains  in 
the  known  world. 

Cotopaxi  became  a  volcano  about  the  time  when  the  Spaniards  iirft 
arrived  in  this  country.  A  new  eruption  happened  in  1743,  which 
had  been  for  fome  days  preceded  by  a  continual  interior  rumbling 
noife ;  after  which  an  aperture  was  made  in  its  fummit,  as  alfo  thrw 
others  near  the  middle  of  its  declivity;  thefe  parts,  when  the  erup- 
tion commenced,  were  buried  under  piodigious  maffes  of  fnow. 
The  ignited  fubftances  which  were  ejefted,  being  mingled  with  a 

coniiderable  quantity  of  fnow  and  ice,  melting  amidft  the  flames* 
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were  carried  down  with  fuch  amazing  rapidity,  that  the  plain  from 

Callo  to  Latacunga  was  overflowed,  and  all  the  houfes,  with  their 

wretched  inhabitants,  were  fwept  away  in  one  general  and  inftantane- 

ous  deftru£tion.    The  river  of  Latacunga  was  the  receptacle  of  this 

dreadful  flood,  till   becoming  fwollen  above  its  banks,  the  torrent 

rolled  over  the  adjacent  country,  continuing  to  fweep  away  houfes  and 

cattle,  and  rendered  the  land  near  the  town  of  the  fame  name  as  the 

;iver,  one  vaft  lake.     Here,  however,  the  inhabitants  had  fuliicient 

warning  to  fave  their  lives  by  flight,  and  retreated  to  a  more  elevated 

fpot  at  fome  diftance.     During  three  days  the  volcano  ejc6Ved  cindcis; 

vvliile  torrents  of  lava  with  melted  ice  and  fnovv  poured  down  the 

udes  of  the  mountain.   The  eruption   continued   for  feveral  days 

longer,  accompanied  with  terrible  roarings  of  the  wind,    rufliiti;^ 

through   the  craters  which  had   been  opened.     At  length  all   wa3 

quiet,  and  neither  fmoke  nor  fire  were  to  be  feen  ;  until  in  May, 

1^44,    the  flames  forced  a    paflage  through    feveral   other  parts 

on  the  fides  of  the  mountain  ;  fo  that  in   clear  niphts  the  flame, 

being  reflx:fted  by  the  tranfparent  ice,  exhibited  a  very  grand  and 

beautiful   illumination.     On  the   13th  of  November  following,    it 

ijefted  fiich  prodigious    quantities  of  fire   and   lava,    that   an   in- 

Uiidation,     equal    to    the    former,    foon    enfueJ,    and  the    inhabi- 

tints  of  the  town  of  Latacunga  for  fomc  time  gave  themlclves  over 

tor  loft. 

The  moft  fouthern  mountains  of  the  Cordilleras  is  that  of  Mecai 
orSangay,  which  is  of  a  prodigious  height,  and  the  far  greateil  part: 
of  it  covered  with  fnovv;  yet  from  its  fummit  ifTucs  a  continual  fire, 
intended  with  explofions  which  are  plainly  heard  at  forty  leagues  dif- 
tance. The  country  adjacent  to  this  volcano  is  entirely  barren,  be- 
ing covered  with  cinders  ejcftcd  from  its  mouth.  In  this  mountain 
riles  the  river  Sangay,  which  being  joined  by  the  Upano,  forms  the 
I'ayra,  a  large  river  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Maranon. 

Pichincha,  though  famous  for  its  great  height,  is  one  thoufand  tv.-o 
hundred  and  feventy-cight  yards  lower  than  the  perpendicular  height 
olCotopaxi,  and  was  formerly  a  volcano,  but  the  mouth  or  crater  on 
one  of  Its  fides  is  now  covered  with  fand  and  calcined  matter,  fo  that 
atprefent  neither  fmoke  nor  fire  iflTues  from  it.  When  Don  Georg'i 
Juan  and  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa  were  ftationed  on  it  for  the  purpolir 
et  making  aftronomical  obfervations,  they  found  the  C(;id  on  the  top 
of  this  moimtain  extremely  intenfe,  the  wind  violent,  and  they  were 
frequently  involved  in  io  thick  a  fog,  or,  in  other  words,  a  cloud,  that 
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an  objedT:  at  i"\  or  eight  paces  di fiance  was  fcarcely  difccrniblc  The 
air  grew  clcsr  by  the  clouds  moving  nearer  to  the  earth,  and  on  all 
f  des  furrounding  the  mountain  to  a  vaft  diftance,  reprefenting  the 
fca  with  the  mov.  t-in  Handing  like  an  ifland  in  the  center.  When  thii 
hippened,  they  heard  the  dreadful  noifc  of  the  tcmpefts  that  dif- 
charged  themfelves  on  Qiiito  and  the  neighbouring  country.  Thev 
faw  the  lightning  ilFue  from  the  clouds,  and  heard  the  thmiderrol! 
far  beneath  them,  While  the  lower  parts  were  involved  in  tercpefts 
cf  thunder  and  rain,  they  enjoyed  a  delightful  ferenity  ;  the  wind 
was  abated,  the  (ky  clear,  and  the  enlivening  rays  of  the  Am  mode- 
rated  the  feverity  of  the  cold.  But  when  the  clouds  rofe,  their  thick- 
iiefs  rendered  refpiration  difficult;  fnow  and  hail  fell  Fontinu--''' 
a^d  the  wind  returned  with  all  its  violence,  fo  that  it  was  ..poiliu 
entirely  to  overcome  the  fear  of  being,  together  with  their  hiir, 
blown  down  the  precipice  on  whole  edge  it  was  built,  or  of  being 
buried  in  it  by  the  conftant  accumulations  of  ice  and  fnow.  Their 
fears  were  likewife  increafed  by  the  fall  of  enormous  fragnieats  of 
rocks.  Though  the  fmalleft  crevice  vifible  in  their  hut  was  Hopped, 
the  wind  was  fo  piercing  that  it  penetrated  through  ;  and  though  the 
hut  was  fmall,  crowded  with  inhabitants,  and  had  feveral  lamps  coii- 
flantly  burning,  the  cold  was  fo  great,  that  each  individual  was  obli- 
gedto  have  a  chafing-difh  of  coals,  and  feveral  men  were  con ftantly 
employed  every  morning  to  remove  the  fnow  which  fell  in  the  night, 
By  the  feverities  of  fuch  a  climate  their  feet  were  fwelled,  and  fo 
tender,  that  walking  was  attended  with  extreme  pain,  their  hands  co- 
vered with  chilblains,  and  their  lips  fo  fwelled  and  chopt,  that  every 
motion  in  fpeaking  drpw  blood. 

LIMA,   OR  LOS  REYES. 

The  next  diviCon  of  Peru  is  the  audience  of  Lima,  which  ij| 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Quito  ;  on  the  eafl,  by  the  Cordilleras  oil 
the  Andes  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  audience  of  Los  Chaixos  ;  and  onj 
the  wefl-,  by  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  it  being  about  feven  hundred  and  fcl 
yenty  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fnnth,  but  pf  an  unequalj 
breadth. 

The  climate  and  fpU  of  this  country  is  uncom.monly  various; 
fome  places  it  is  exceedingly  hot,  in  others  linfupportably  cold,  anil 
in  the  city  of  Lima,  where  rain  never  falls,  it  is  always  tempera  .| 
Tl^c  feufons  vary  withiii  the  compafs  of  a  fevy  miles,  jnd  in  certa.i 
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parts  of  the  audience,  all  the  viriflTitudcs  of  weather  arc  experiefjced 
in  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  extremely  remarkable  that  no  rains  fall,  or 
rivers  flow  on  the  fea  coafts,  though  the  counti7  is  refreflied  by  thick 
fogs,  and  the  heat  abated  by  denfe  clouds  that  never  condenfi;  into 
fliowers.  Thifi  phenomenon  has  drawn  the  attention  of  many  natu- 
ralifts,  without  their  being  able  fatisfaftorily  to  account  for  it. 

Spring  begins  towards  the  clofc  of  the  year,  that  is,  about  the  end 
of  November  or  the  beginning  of  December,  when  the  vapours  whitli 
fill  the  atmofphere  during  the  winter  fubfide,  and  tne  fiiti,  to  tlie 
great  joy  of  the  inhabitants,  a^;ain  appcxirs,  and  the  country  then  be- 
gins to  r.evive,  which,  during  the  abfence  of  his  rays,  had  contiinicd 
m  a  ftate  of  languor.  This  is  fucccededby  fummer,  which,  though 
hot  from  the  .!f,>;  ^ndicular  ciireftion  of  the  fun's  rays,  is  far  from 
being  infupportable ;  the  heat,  which,  indeed,  would  otherwife  be 
exceffive,  being  moderated  by  the  fouth  winds,  which  always  blow 
at  this  feafon,  though  with  no  great  force.  Winter  begins  at  the  lat- 
ter end  of  June  or  the  beginning  of  July,  and  continues  till  Novem- 
ber or  December,  when  the  fouth  wind  begins  to  blow  ftrongcr,  and 
to  produce  a  certain  degree  of  cold,  not,  indeed,  equal  to  that  in  the 
countries  where  the  ice  and  fnow  are  known,  but  fo  keen  that  the 
light  dreffes  are  laid  by,  and  cloth  or  other  warm  fluffs  worn.  Du- 
ring the  winter  the  earth  is  covered  with  fo  thick  a  fog,  as  totally  to 
intercept  the  rays  of  the  fun  ;  and  the  winds,  by  blowing  under  the 
llielter  of  the  fog,  retain  the  particles  they  contracted  in  the  frozen 
2one.  In  this  feafon  only  the  vapours  diffolve  into  a  very  fmall  dew, 
which  every  where  equally  moiflens  the  earth ;  by  which  means  all 
the  hills,  which  during  the  other  parts  of  the  year  offer  nothing  to 
the  fight  but  rocks  and  waftes,  are  clothed  with  verdure  and  enamel- 
led with  flowers  of  the  mofk  beautiful  colours.  Thefe  dews  never 
fall  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  impair  the  roads  or  incommode  the  tra- 
veller j  a  very  thin  fluff  will  not  foon  be  wet  through,  but  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  mifts  during  the  whole  winter,  without  being  e^^haled 
by  the  fun,  fertilizes  every  part  of  the  country, 

Lima  is  as  free  from  tempefts  as  from  rain,  fo  that  thofe  of  the  in- 
habitants who  have  neither  vifited  the  mountains  nor  travelled  into[other 
parts,  areabfolute  ftrangers  tothuntlf-r  and  lightning,  and  are  there- 
fore extremely  terrified  when  they  firft  hear  the  former,  or  fee  the 
latter.  But  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  what  is  here  entirely  unknown, 
Aiould  be  fo  common  thirty  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Lima ;  it  being  no 
g  farther 
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farther  to  the  mountains,  where  violent  rains  and  tempcfts  of  thunder 
and  lightning  are  as  frequent  as  at  Quito. 

But  though  the  capital  is  freed  from  the  terror  of  thcfe  teinpcfts, 
itisfubjc£t  to  what  is  much  more  dreadful.     Earthquakes  happen 
here  fo  frequently,  that  the  inhabitants  are  under  continual  ;ipprc- 
henfions  of  being,  from  their  fuddennefs  and  violence,  buried  in  the 
fuins  of  their  own  houfes  ;  yet  thefe  earthquakes,  though  ib  fuuder, 
have  their  prefages,  one  of  the  principal  of  which  is  a  ru;-nbling  noife 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  about  a  minui?  before  the  fliocki)  are  felt, 
jhat  i'eems  to  pervade  all  the  adjacent  fubterraneous  part ;  this  is  fol- 
lowed by  difmal  bowlings  of  the  dogs,  who  feem  to  prefagc  tlu  a]i- 
proaching  danger.    The  beads  of  b\ndcn  palling  the  ftrcets  frop,  unci 
ty  a  natural  inftinA  fpread  open  their  legs,  the  better  to  fecure  thcm- 
felvcs  from  falling.     On  there  portents  the  terrified  inhabitants  fly 
from  their  houfes  into  the  rtreets  with  fuch  piccipitation,  that  if  it 
happens  in  the  night,  they  appear  quite  naked  ;  the  urgency  of  ihc 
danger  at  once  banilhing  all  lenfe  of  delicacy  or  lliamc.     Thus  the 
llreets  exhibit  fuch  odd  and  fingular  ligures  as  might  afford  matter  of 
tUverfion,  were  it  polFiblc   to  be   diverted  in  fo  terrible  a  moment. 
This  Hidden  concourfe  is  accompanied  with  the  cries  of  chihircii 
waked  out  of  their  fleep,  blended  with  the  lamentations  of  the  wo- 
men, whofe  agonir,ng  prayers  to  thc/aints  increafe  the  common  fear 
and  confufion.   The  men  are  alfo  too  much  affecfted  to  refrain  from 
giying  vent  to  their  terror,  fo  that  the  whole  city  exhibits  a  dread/ul 
fcene  of  confternation  and  horror. 

The  earthquakes  that  have  happened  at  the  capital  are  very  numt- 
rous.     The  firft  fince  the  eftabliflmient  of  the  Spaniards  was  in  15S2, 
but  the  damage  was  much  lefs  confulerable  than  in  fome  oftheiuc- 
ceeding.    Six  years  after,  Lima  was  again  vifited  by  another  earth- 
quake, fo   dreadful,    that  it  is  flill  folcmnly  commemorated  every 
year.    In  1609  another  happened,  which  overturned  many  houfes. 
On  the  27th  of  November,  1630,  fuch  prodigious  damage  was  done 
in  the  city  by  an  earthquake,  that  in  acknowledgment  of  its  not  hav- 
ing  been  entirely  demoliflied,  a  feftival  on  that  day  is  annually  cele- 
brated.   Twenty- four  years  after,  on  the  3d  of  November,  the  moft 
ftately  edifices  in  the  city,  and  a  great  number  qf  houfes,  were  de- 
ftroyed  by  an  earthquake,  but  the  inhabitants  retiring,  few  of  them 
.perilhed.   Another  dreadful  one  happened  in  1678;  but  one  of  the 
•niofl  terrible  was  on  the  28th  of  October,   1687.    It  began  at  four  in 
^h£  morning,  a|id  deftro  ed  many  of  the  fineft  public  buildings  and 

houfes, 
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houfcs,  in  which  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  periflicd ;    but 
tills  was  little  more  than  a  prehide  to  what  followed,  for  two  hours 
after  the  fliock  returned  with  fueh   impetuous  concuflions,  that  all 
was  laid  in  ruins,  and  the  inhabitants  felt  themfelves  happy  in  being 
oi)ly  fpei'tators  of  the  general   Jevaftation,  by  having  laved  thcrr 
lives,  though  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  property.    During  this  fecond 
Ihock,  the  iea  retiring  confuleribly,  and  then  returning  in  moun- 
tainous waves,  entirely  overwhelmed  Callao,  which  is  at  five  miles 
diftancc  from  Lima,  and  all  the  adjacent  country,  together  with  the 
•iiirerable  inhabitants.     I'roni  that  time,  fix  earthquakes   have  hap- 
pened at  r,ima  previous  to  that  of  1 746.    This  laft  was  on  the  28th  of 
Otlobcr,  nt  half  an  hour  after  ten  at  night,  when  the  concuffions  be- 
gan wirh  fiich  violence,  that  in  little  more  than  three  minutes,  the 
greateftpait,  if  not  all  the  buildings  in  the  city,  were  deftroyed,  bu- 
lying  under  their  ruins  thofc  inhabitants  who  had  not  made  fufficient 
hafte  into  the  ilreets  and  fqunrcs,  the  only  places  of  fafety.  At  length 
the  horrible  effcfts  of  the  firft  fhock  ceafcd,  but  the  tranquillity  was  of 
fhnrt  (^.un'.tion,  the  concullions  fwiftly  fuccecding  each  other.    The 
fort  of  Cailao  alfo  funk  into  ruins;  but  what  it  fuftered  from  the  earth- 
quake in   its    building  was   inconfiderable,  when  compared  to  the 
dreadful  catallrophe  wliich  followed  ;    for  the  fea,  as  is  ufual  on 
fuch  occafions,  receding  to  a  confiderablediftance,  returned  in  moun- 
tainous waves,  foaming  with  the  violence  of  the  agitation,  and  fud- 
denly  buried  Callao  and  the  neighbouring  country  in  its  flood.  This, 
however,  was  not  entirely  efftfted  by  the  firll  fvvell  of  the  waves, 
for  the  fea  retiring  farther,  returned  with  Hill  greater  impetuofity, 
and  covered  both  the  walls  and  other  buildings  of  the  place  j  fo  that 
what  even  had  efcaped  the  firft  inundation,  was  totally  overwhelmed 
by  thofe  fucceeding  mountainous  waves.    Twenty-three  fiiips  and 
velTels,  great  and  fmall,  were  then  in  the  harbour,  nineteen  of  which 
were  funk,  and  the  other  four,  among  which  was  a  frigate  named  St. 
Fermin,  were  carried  by  the  force  of  the  waves  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  up  the  country.     This  terrible  inundation  and  earthquake  ex- 
tended to  other  parts  on  the  coaft,  and  feveral  towns  underwent  the 
fame  fate  as  the  city  of  Lima,  where  the  number  of  perfons  who  pe- 
riflied  vrithin  two  days  after  it  began,  amounted,  according  to  the  bo- 
dies found,  to  one  thoufand  three  hundred,  befides  the  maimed  and 
wounded,    many   of  whom    lived   only  a  Ihort  tinje  in  great 
tprture. 

The 
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The  country  of  Lima  enjoys  great  fertility,  proiincing  all  khuh  of 
grain,  and  a  prodigious  variety  of  fruit.  Here  induftry  and  art  fiip- 
ply  that  inoillure  which  the  clouds  withhold.  The  ancient  Incas  of 
Peru  cauied  imall  canals  to  be  formed,  in  order  to  condort  the  waters 
of  the  rivers  to  every  part  of  the  country.  The  Spaniards^  finding 
thcfe  ufcful  works  executed  to  their  hands,  had  only  to  keep  them  in 
order,  and  by  thefe  are  watiired  fpacious  fields  of  barley,  Jarge  mea- 
dows, plantations,  vineyards  and  gardens,  all  yielding  uncommon 
plenty.  Lima  difters  from  (^lito,  whtre  the  fruits  of  the  earth  have 
no  determined  fcalbn,  for  here  the  harveft  is  gathered  in,  and  the 
trees  drop  their  leaves  in  tlie  proper  feafon. 

Although  the  fummer  here  is  hot,  yet  venomous  creatures  ar**. 
unknown  ;  and  the  fame  may  be  laid  of  the  territory  called  Vallcs, 
though  here  are  fonie  ports,  as  Tumbez  and  Piura,  where  the  heat 
is  alniofl  as  great  as  that  of  (ruayacjuil.  This  Angularity  can  there- 
fore proceed  from  no  other  caule  than  the  natural  drought  of  the 
climate. 

The  audience  of  Lima  is  divided  into  four  biflioprics,  Truxillo, 
Guamanga,  Cufco  and  Arequipa.  The  diocefe  of  Truxillo  lies  to 
the  north  of  the  archiepifcopal  diocefe  of  Lima,  and  like  all  the 
others  is  divided  into  feveral  jurifdidtions.  The  city  of  Truxillo  m 
feated  in  8°  6'  fouth  latitude,  in  a  pleafant  fituation,  though  in  a 
fandy  foil. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Guamanga  is  a  rich  quickfilver  mine,  from  which 
the  inhabitants  of  a  neighbouring  town  procure  their  whole  fub- 
fillence  ;  the  coldnefs  of  the  air  in  that  place  checking  the  growth  (jt' 
all  kinds  of  grain  and  fruit,  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  purchaft. 
them  from  their  neighbours.  The  quickfilver  mines  wrought  here 
fupply  all  the  filver  mines  in  Peru  with  that  neceflary  mineral,  and 
notwithftanding  the  prudig  ous  quantities  already  extracted,  no  di- 
minution is  perceived. 

Culeo,  which  gives  name  to  another  diocefe,  is  the  moft  ancient  city 
in  Peru,  being  ot  the  liuue  date  with  the  empire  of  the  Incas,  and  w^» 
founded  by  them  as  the  capital  of  the  empire.  On  the  mountain 
contiguous  to  the  north  })art  of  the  city  are  the  ruins  of  a  femous 
fort  built  by  the  Incas,  whence  it  appears,  that  their  defign  was  to 
inclofe  the  whole  mountain  with  a  prodigious  wall,  of  luch  con* 
Ilruftion  as  to  render  its  al'cent  abiolutely  imprafticable  to  an  enemy, 
in  order  to  prevent  all  apj)roach  to  the  city.  This  wall  was  entirely 
of  fjeeftone,  and  ftrongly  buut,  fume  of  the  flones  being  of  a  pro- 
digious 
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i\po\\i  magnitude.  The  city  of  Cufco  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
Lima. 

In  this  bilhoprir  arc  fevcral  mines  of  gold  and  filver  that  arc  ex- 
tremely rich. 

The  fourth  diocefc  of  the  audience  of  Lima  is  Arcquipa,  which 
contains  the  city  of  the  fame  name,  one  of  the  largeft  in  all  Peru  : 
it  is  delightfully  fcatcd  in  a  plain,  the  houfes  are  well-built  of  ftone, 
and  arc  generally  lofty,  commodious,  Hnely  decorated  on  the  out- 
fide,  and  neatly  furnifhed  within.  The  tcmpei-ature  of  the  z\v  is 
extremely  agreeable,  the  cold  being  never  excelfive,  nor  the*  heal 
troubleiome,  fo  that  the  fields  are  always  clothed  with  verdure,  and 
cii  imelled  with  flowers,  as  in  a  perpetual  fpring.  But  thefe  advan- 
taf;cs  are  allayed  by  its  being  frequently  cxpofed  to  dreadful  earth- 
quakes, for  by  thefe  convulfions  of  hJature  it  has  been  four  times 
iuirl  in  ruins.  The  city  is,  however,  very  populous,  and  among  its 
inhabitants  are  many  noble  families. 

In  tliis  bifliopric  are  foveral  gold  and  filver  mines,  and  in  feme 
paits  are  large  vineyards,  from  which  confiderable  quantities  of 
wine  and  brandy  are  made.  Among  the  other  produiftions  is  Guinea 
pepper,  in  which  the  jurirdi£fioa  of  Africa  in  this  diocefe  cacries  on 
a  very  advantageous  trade,  the  annual  produce  of  thefe  plantations 
bringing  in  no  Icl's  than  fixty  thoufand  dollars  per  annum.  The 
pods  of  this  pepper  are  about  a  quarter  of  a  yard  in  length,  and 
when  gathered  are  dried  in  the  fun  and  packed  up  in  bags  of  ruflics, 
ench  bag  containing  an  aioba  or  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  weight,  and 
thus  they  are  exported  to  all  parts.  Other  places  of  this  jurifdidioii 
are  famous  for  vaft  quantities  of  large  and  excellent  olives,  far  ex- 
ceeding the  finefl  produced  in  Europe,  they  being  nearly  the  fize  of 

a  hen's  egg. 

LOSCHARCOS.  . 

The  nudicnce  of  Charcos,  the  laft  divifion  of  Peru,  is  equal  ia. 
extent  to  that  of  Lima,  but  many  of  its  parts  are  not  fo  well  inha- 
bited, fome  being  fidl  of  vaft  deferts  and  impenetrable  forefts,  while 
others  have  extenfive  plains  intercepted  by  the  (lupendous  height  of 
the  Cordilleras :  the  country  is  inhabited  only  in  fuch  parte  as  are 
tree  from  thofe  inajnvenienccs.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
tlio::efe  of  Cufco,  and  reaches  foi)thward  to  Buenos  Ayres ;  on  the 
eaft  it  extends  to  Brafil ;  and  on  the  weft  it  reaches  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  particularly  at  Atacama.  The  remainder  of  the  province 
borders  on  the  kingdom  of  Chili. 

Vol.  IV,  X  This 
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T54  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

This  audience  is  divided  into  the  archbifliopric  of  PUt«  and  five 
bishoprics.     We  (hall  begin  with  the  former. 

The  famous  mountain  of  PotoH  is  known  all  over  the  commercial 
world  for  the  immenfe  quantity  of  filver  it  has  produced.  The  dif- 
covery  of  this  amazing  treafure  happened  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1545,  by  a  mere  accident,  which  we  (hall  mention  aftfr« 
wards.  At  a  fmall  didance  from  it  are  the  hot  medicinal  baths, 
called  Dun  Diego,  whither  fome  relbit  for  health  and  others  for 
diverfion. 

At  the  time  when  the  firft  conquefts  were  made,  when  emigra* 
tions  were  mod  frequent,  the  country  of  the  Incas  had  a  much 
greater  reputation  for  riches  than  Neu-Spain,  and,  in  reality,  for  a. 
long  time  much  more  conliderablo  treafures  were  brought  away 
f/om  it.  The  delire  of  partaking  of  them  muft  nereflarily  dr;iw 
thither,  as  w;is  really  the  cafe,  a  greater  number  of  Caftilians, 
Though  altroll  all  of  them  went  over  thither  with  the  hope  of  re- 
turning to  then*  country  to  enjoy  the  fortune  they  might  acquire, 
yet  the  majority  fettled  in  the  colony.  They  were  induced  to  thii 
by  the  fofrnels  of  the  climate,  the  faiubrity  of  the  air,  and  the  good, 
nefs  of  the  provifions.  Mexico  prcfcnted  not  the  iame  advantages, 
and  did  not  give  them  reafon  to  expect  in  much  independence  as  a 
land  infinitely  more  remote  from  the  mother  country. 

Cufco  attracted  the  conquerors  in  multitudes :  they  found  ttiis 
capital  built  on  a  ground  that  was  very  irregular,  and  divided  into  ai 
piany  quarters  as  there  vveic  provinces  in  the  empire.  Each  of  the 
inhabitants  might  follow  the  ufages  of  his  native  country,  but  every 
body  was  obliged  to  conform  to  the  worfliip  eltahlifljed  by  the  founder 
•f  the  monarchy.  There  was  no  edifice  that  liad  any  grandeur, 
elegance  or  convenience,  becaufe  the  people  were  ignorant  of  the 
firft  elements  of  architecture.  The  magnificence  of  what  they 
called  the  "  palace  of  the  fovercign,  of  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
and  of  the  great  men  of  his  empiic,"  confiileti  in  the  profiifion  of 
the  metals  that  were  laviflied  in  decorating  them.  The  temple  of  the 
Sun  was  diftinguiflied  above  all  other  edifices ;  its  walls  were  incrufted 
or  (heaihed  with  gold  and  filver,  ornamented  with  divers  figures, 
and  loaded  with  the  idols  of  all  the  nations  whom  the  incas  had  en* 
lightened  and  fubdued. 

As  it  was  not  a  folicitude  for  their  own  prcfervation  which  occupied 
the  Spaniairds  at  firll,  they  had  no  fooner  pillaged  the  immenfe  riclits 
which  had  been  amafled  at  Cufco  for  four  centuries,  than  they  went 
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in  «;teat  mimbers  ifi  1534,  \indcr  the  order  of  Sebaftla.i  de  BcnaN 
«azar,  to  ijndcrtakc  the  deftruflion  of  Quito.  The  other  towns  and 
boroughi  of  the  empire  were  over-run  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  ra- 
pine ;  and  the  citizens  and  the  temples  were  plundered  in  all  parts. 

Thofe  of  the  conquerors,  who  did  not  take  up  rhcir  refidence  in 
the  fcttlements  which  they  found  already  formed,  built  towns  on  the 
fea-coarts,  where  before  thcie  were  none  ;  for  the  fterility  of  thd 
foil  had  not  permitted  the  Peruvians  to  multiply  much  there,  and 
they  had  not  been  induced  10  remove  thither  froin  the  extremity  of 
their  country,  becanfe  they  failed  very  little.  Paita,  Truxillo,  Callao, 
I'ifca  and  Arica,  were  the  roads  which  the  Spaniards  deemed  mofl 
convenient  for  the  communication  they  intended  to  eftablidj  among 
themfclvcs  and  with  the  mother  country.  The  diftercnt  pofitions 
ef  thefe  new  cities  detcimined  tho  <legree  of  their  profpeiity. 

Thofe  which  were  afterward,  built  in  the  inland  parts  of  the 
country  were  erefted  in  regions  which  prefented  a  fertile  foil,  co- 
pious harvefts,  excellent  pnftures,  a  mild  and  falubrious  climate, 
and  all  the  conveniences  jf  life,  '^'hefe  places,  which  had  hitherto 
lecn  fo  well  cultivated  by  a  niimr  us  and  flourifliing  people,  were 
now  totally  difregarded.  Very  l;>ou  they  cvhibited  only  a  deplorable 
pifture  of  a  hoirid  def  a  and  this  wiKi-dfs  mull  have  been  more 
melancholy  and  hideoui.  than  the  dreary  afpeft  of  the  earth  before 
the  origin  of  focieties.  The  traveller,  who  was  le-^i  hy  accident  or 
ruriofity  into  thefe  defolate  plains,  could  not  forbear  abhorring  thtJ 
barbarous  and  bloody  authors  of  fnch  dcvaftations,  while  he  reflcfted 
that  it  was  not  owing  ev  .n  to  the  cruel  illufions  of  glory,  and  to  the 
fanaticifm  of  conqueft,  but  to  the  ftupid  and  abjeft  defire  of  gold, 
that  they  had  facrificed  fo  much  more  real  trcafure,  and  fo  numeroul 
a  population. 

This  infatiable  thirfl  of  gold,  which  neither  tended  to  fubfiflencc, 
f.tfety  nor  pol'ry,  was  the  only  motive  for  eftablifliingnew  fettle- 
nients,  fome  of  which  have  been  kept  up,  while  feveral  have  de- 
cayed, and  others  have  been  formed  in  their  ftead.  The  fate  of 
them  :iil  has  correfponded  with  the  difcovery,  progrefs  or  declenfioil 
i  nie  mines  to  vvhich  they  were  fubordinate. 

Fewer  errors  have  been   committed  in  the  meatis  of  procuring 
provifions.     The  natives  had  hitherto  lived  hardly  on  any  things 
hut  maize,    fruits  and   pulfe,  for  which  they  had  iifed  no  othe 
feafoning  except  fait  and  pimento.      Their  liquors,    which  we    ' 
aiade  fjom  different  roots,  were  more  diverlified ;  ef  thefe  the  chichi 
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was  the  mod  ufual;  but  the  conquerors  were  not  fatUfied  either 
with  the  liquors  or  with  the  food  of  the  people  they  had  fubducd. 
They  imported  vines  frpm  the  old  world,  which  foon  multiplied 
fufticiently  in  the  fands  of  the  coafls  at  lea,  Pilca,  Nafca,  Moquequa, 
and  Truxillo,  to  furnifli  the  colony  with  the  wine  and  brandy  it 
wanted.  Olives  fiicceedcd  ftill  better,  and  yielded  a  great  abundance 
of  oil,  which  was  much  fiiperior  to  that  of  the  mother  country. 
Other  fruits  were  tranl'planttd  with  the  fame  fucceis.  Sugar  fuccecds 
fo  well,  that  none  of  any  otlier  growth  can  be  compared  to  that 
which  is  cultivated  in  thofc  parts,  where  it  never  rains.  In  the  in- 
land  country  wheat  and  barley  were  fown  ;  and  at  length  all  the  Eu- 
ropean quadrupeds  were  foon  found  graz«.  g  at  the  foot  of  tlic 
mountains. 

This  was  a  confiderable  ftcj>,  but  there  ftill  remained  much  more 
to  be  done.  After  they  had  provided  for  a  better  and  a  greater 
choice  of  lubfiftciice,  the  next  care  of  the  Spaniards  was  to  have  a 
drefs  more  commodious  and  more  agreeable  than  that  of  the  Peru- 
vians. Thefe  were,  however,  better  clothed  than  any  other  Ameri- 
can nation.  They  owed  this  fuperiority  to  the  advantage  wMch 
they  alone  poffefled,  of  having  the  lama  and  pix'os,  domePLo  ani- 
mals, which  ferved  them  for  this  ufe. 

After  the  conqueft,  all  the  Indians  were  obliged  to  wear  clothes. 
As  the  oppreffion  under  which  they  groaned  did  not  allow  them  to 
exercife  their  former  induftry,  they  contented  themfelves  with  the 
ooarfer  cloths  of  Europe,  for  which  they  were  made  to  i>ay  an  ex- 
orbitant price.  When  the  gold  and  fdver  which  had  efcaped  the  ra- 
pacity of  the  conquerors  were  exhaufted,  they  thought  of  re-efta- 
blifliing  their  national  manufadures.  Thefe  were  fome  time  aftei 
prohibited,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  which  they  occafioned  in 
the  exports  of  the  mother  country.  The  impoflibility  which  the 
Peruvians  found  of  purchafing  foreign  ftuffs,  and  paying  thci. 
taxes,  occafioned  permiiTion  to  be  given  at  the  end  of  ten  years  for 
their  re-eftabli(hment.  They  have  not  been  difcontinued  fince  that 
time,  and  have  been  brought  to  as  great  a  degree  of  perfeftion  as  i: 
was  poffible  they  could  be  under  a  continual  tyranny. 

With  the  wool  of  the  vicuna,  a  fpecies  of  wild  pacos,  they  make, 
at  Cufco  and  its  territory,  ftockings,  handkerchiefs  and  fcarfs.  Theie 
manv'.faftures  would  have  been  multiplied,  if  the  fpirit  of  deftiudion 
had  not  fallen  on  animals  as  well  as  on  men.  The  fame  wool,  mixed 
with  that  of  the  iheep  imported  thithtr  from  Europe,  which  have 
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exceedingly  des;encratcc1,  forves  for  carpets,  and  makes  alfo  tolerably 
fitic  cloth,  fleeces  of  interior  qviality  are  employed  in  fcrges,  drug- 
rets,  and  in  all  kinds  of  coarfe  Huffs. 

The  manufafturcs  lublervient  to  luxury  are  eftabliflied  at  Arc- 
f]uipa,  Ciifco  and  Limn.  In  thefe  three  towns  is  made  a  prodigiont 
number  of  gold  toys  and  plate,  for  the  ufe  of  private  perfons,  and 
alfo  for  the  churches.  All  thefe  manufadures  are  but  coarfcly 
wrought,  and  mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  copper.  We  feldom  dif- 
cover  more  tnftc  in  their  gold  and  filver  lacts  and  embroideries, 
which  their  manufnt'uires  alfo  protluce.  This  is  not  altc>gcther  the 
caff  in  regard  to  their  lace,  which,  when  mixed  with  that  of  Europe, 
looks  very  beautiful.  This  lad  manufaflure  is  commonly  in  the 
h.inils  of  the  nuns,  who  employ  in  it  the  Peruvian  girls,  and  the 
young  meilees  of  the  towns,  who  for  the  moil  parr,  before  marriage, 
pals  lome  years  in  the  convent. 

Other  hands  are  employed  in  painting  and  gilding  leather  for 
rooms,  in  making  with  wood  and  ivory  pieces  of  inlaid  work  and 
Sculpture,  and  in  drawing  figures  on  the  marble  that  is  found  at  Cu- 
cuca,  or  on  linen  imported  from  Europe.  Thefe  different  works, 
which  are  almolt  all  manufadurcd  at  Cufco,  ferve  for  ornaments 
for  houfes,  palaces  and  temples ;  the  drawing  of  them  is  not  bad, 
but  the  colours  are  neither  exadt  nor  permanent.  If  the  Indians, 
who  invent  nothing,  but  are  excellent  imitators,  had  able  mailers 
and  excellent  models,  they  woulil  at  leafl  make  good  copyills.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  lafl  century,  fume  works  of  a  Peruvian  painter, 
nan)ed  Michael  de  St.  Jacques,  were  brought  to  Rome,  and  the  coii- 
noiffeurs  difcovered  marks  of  genius  in  them. 

Though  the  Peruvians  were  unacquainted  with  coin,  they  knew 
the  ufe  of  gold  and  lilver,  for  they  employed  them  in  ditlerent  kinds 
«t  ornaments.  Independent  of  what  the  torrents  and  accident  pro- 
tureu  them  of  thefe  metals,  fome  mines  had  been  opened  of  iittl^* 
depth.  The  Spaniards  have  not  tranfmitted  to  us  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  rich  prodiartions  were  dravn  from  the  bofoin  of  the 
earth.  Thefr  pride,  which  has  deprived  us  of  fo  nnidi  ui'eful  know- 
ledge, undoubtedly  made  them  thinj(,  that,  in  the  inventions  of  a 
people  whom  they  called  br.rbarou?,  there  was  nothing  that  was 
worthy  to  be  rccortlcd. 

The  difference  o.s  to  the  manner  in  wliich  the  Peruvians  v.cikcd 

their  njnes,  did  n.t  extend  tv)  the  mird  ihcmi'elve^     The  con- 

fjiicrors  opened  them  on  all  udc-,     At  ti.-il  the  goM  mine:;  tempted 
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the  avarice  of  the  greater  number.  Fatal  experience  difcouragei 
thofe  whom  paffion  had  not  blinded:  they  ci^arly  faw,  that,  for 
fome  enormous  fortunes  raifed  in  this  manner,  great  numbers,  who 
had  only  moderate  fortunes,  were  totally  ruined.  Tlicfe  mines  funk 
into  fuch  difcredir,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  being  aban- 
doned, the  government  was  obliged  to  take  the  twentieth  part  of 
their  produce,  inftcad  of  the  fifth,  which  it  at  firft  received. 

The  mines  of  filver  were  more  common,  more  equal,  and  richer. 
They  even  produced  filver  of  a  fingular  fpecies,  rarely  found  elfe- 
where.  Towards  the  fea-coaft  great  lumps  of  this  metal  are  found 
in  the  fands. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  other  mines  which  are  infinitely 
more  important,  and  are  found  in  the  rocks  and  on  the  mountains. 
Sevei  al  of  them  gave  falfe  hopes ;  fuch,  in  particular,  was  that  of 
Ucuntaya,  dil'covered  in  17 13:  this  was  only  an  incruftation  of  al- 
moft  mafly  filver,  which  at  firft  yielded  feveral  millions,  but  was  foon 
cxhaufted. 

Others  vvhich  were  deeper  have  been  alike  deferted:  their  produce, 
though  equal  to  what  it  was  originally,  was  not  fufficient  to  fuppoit 
the  expenfe  of  working  them,  which  augmented  every  day.  The 
mines  of  Quito.  Cufco  and  Arequipa,  have  experienced  tb?.t  revo- 
lution which  awaits  many  of  the  reft. 

There  are  greater  numbers  of  very  rich  mines  which  the  waters 
have  invaded.  The  difpofition  of  the  ground,  which  from  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  Cordilleras  goes  continually  flielving  to  the  South  fea, 
muft  neceflarily  render  thefe  events  more  common  at  Peru  than  in 
other  places.  This  inconvenience,  which  with  greater  care  and  (kill 
might  often  have  been  prevented  or  diminiflied,  has  been  in  fomc 
inftances  remedied. 

Jofeph  Salcedo,  about  the  year  1660,  had  difcovered,  not  far  from 
the  town  of  Puna,  the  mine  of  Laycacota :  it  was  fo  rich,  that  they 
often  cut  the  filver  with  a  chizel.  Profperity  had  fo  elevated  the 
mind  of  the  proprietor,  thiit  he  permitted  all  the  Spaniards,  who 
came  to  feek  their  fortune  in  this  part  of  the  new  world,  to  work 
fome  days  on  their  owa  account,  without  weighing  or  taking  any 
account  of  the  prefents  he  made  them.  This  generolity  drew  around 
him  an  infinite  number  of  people,  whofe  avidity  made  them  quariel 
with  each  other,  and  the  love  of  money  made  them  take  up  arms 
and  fall  upon  one  another ;  and  their  bcnefaftor,  who  had  neglefted 
ao  expedient  to  prevent  and  extinguifti  their  fanguinary  contentions, 
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vras  hanged  as  being  the  author  of  thero.  Whilft  he  was  in  prifon, 
the  water  got  pofleffion  of  his  mine.  Supeiftition  foon  made  it 
imagined,  that  this  was  a  punifliment  for  the  horrid  aft  they  had 
perpetrated  againft  him.  This  idea  of  Divine  vengeance  was  revered 
tor  a  long  time ;  but  at  laft,  in  1 740,  Diego  de  Bachna  aflbciatcd 
with  other  opulent  people  to  avert  the  fprings  which  had  deluged  lo 
nuich  treafure.  The  labours  which  this  difficult  undertaking  re- 
quired were  not  finiflied  till  1754.  The  mine  yields  as  much  now 
as  it  did  at  firft.  But  mines  ftill  richer  than  this  have  been  difco- 
vered :  fuch,  for  example,  is  that  of  Potofi,  which  was  found  in  the 
fame  country  where  the  Incas  worked  that  of  Porco. 

An  Indian,  named  Hualpa,  in  15.5,  purfuing  fome  deer,  in  order 
to  climb  certain  fteep  rocks  laid  hold  of  a  bnflj,  the  roots  of  which 
loofened  from  the  earth,  and  brought  to  view  an  ingot  of  filvcr. 
The  Indian  had  recourfe  to  it  for  his  own  ufc,  and  never  failed  to 
return  to  his  treafure  every  time  that  his  wants  or  his  defires  folicitcd 
him  to  it.     The  change  that  happened  in  his  fortune  was  remarked 
by  one  of  his  countrymen,  and  he  difcovcred  to  him  the  fccier. 
The  two  friends  could  not  keep  their  counfel  and  enjoy  their  good 
fortune  :  they  quarrelled ;  on  which  the  indifcreet  confident  difco- 
vcred the  whole  to  his  mafter,  Villaroell,  a  Spaniard  who  was  fettled 
in  the  neighbourhood.     Upon  this  the  mine  became  known,  and 
was  worked,  and  a  great  number  of  them  were  found  in  its  vicinitv; 
the  principal  of  which  are  in  the  nortlicrn  part  of  the  mountain, 
nnd  their  direftion  is  from  north  to  fouth.     The  moft  intelligent 
I'eople  of  Peru  have  obftrved,  that  this  is  in  general  the  diredion  of 
the  richeft  mines. 

The  fyme  of  what  was  palling  at  Potofi  foon  fpread  abroad,  and 
there  was  quickly  built  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  a  town,  confiil- 
ing  of  fixty  thoufand  Indians  and  ten  thoufand  Spaniards.  The 
Ikrility  of  the  foil  did  not  prevent  its  being  immediately  peopled. 
Corn,  fruit,  flock?,  American  fluffs,  Eurnpcrin  luxuries,  arrived 
there  from  every  quarter.  Indiiflry,  wliich  every  where  follows  the 
current  of  monry,  could  not  fearch  for  it  with  fo  much  fuccefs  as 
at  its  fource.  Jt  evidently  appeared,  that  in  1738  thefe  mines  pro- 
tiiiced  annually  near  nine  hundred  and  fevcnty-cight  thoufand 
pounds,  without  reckoning  the  filver  which  was  not  regifleied,  and 
what  had  been  carried  ofl'  by  fraud.  From  that  time  the  produce 
has  been  fo  much  diminifhed,  that  no  more  than  0110  eighth  part  of 
the  coin  which  was  formerly  ftruck  is  now  made. 
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At  the  mines  of  I'otofi,  and  a!l  the  mines  of  South-America,  the 
Spaniards,  in  purifying  their  gold  and  filver,  ufe  mercury,  with 
which  they  are  fupplicd  from  Guaii^a  \''elica.  The  common  opi- 
nion is,  that  this  mine  was  difcovered  in  1364:  the  trade  of  mer- 
cury was  then  ftill  free  ;  it  became  an  exclufive  trade  in  1571  :  at 
this  period  all  the  m  nes  of  mercury  were  fliiit,  and  that  of  Guanqa 
Velica  alone  was  worked,  the  property  of  which  the  king  refeivc'd 
to  himfelf.  It  is  not  found  to  diminifli.  This  mine  is  dug  in  a  pro 
digioufly  large  Mountain,  fixry  leagncs  from  Lima.  In  its  profonud 
abyfs  are  fecn  ftreets,  fquares,  and  a  chapel,  where  the  myftei  ics  of 
religion  on  all  feflivals  are  celebrated:  millions  of  flambeaux  are 
continually  kept  to  enlighten  it. 

Pji\ate  people,  at  their  own  cxpcnfe,  work  the  mine  of  Guan^a 
Velica.  They  are  obliged  to  deliver  to  government,  at  a  ftipulated 
price,  all  the  mercury  they  extraft  from  it.  As  focn  as  they  have 
procured  the  quantity  which  the  demands  of  one  year  require,  the 
work  is  fufpended.  Part  of  the  mercury  is  fok  on  the  Ipot,  ncd 
tlie  rert  is  fent  to  the  royal  magazines  througliout  all  Peru,  from 
whence  it  is  delivered  out  at  the  fame  price  it  is  fold  in  Mexico. 
This  arrangement,  which  has  occalioncd  many  of  the  mines  to  drop, 
«id  prevented  others  from  being  opened,  is  inexcufable  in  the 
Spanifh  fyllem  :  the  court  of  Madiid,  in  this  refpei*!:,  merits  the 
*iame  reproaches  as  a  miniftry  in  other  countries  would  incur,  that 
would  be  blind  enough  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  inijjlcmeiits  of  a^ii- 
culture. 

The  mine  of  Guanqa  Velica  generally  afFciFis  thofe  who  work  in  it 
with  convuUions  :  this  and  the  other  mines,  which  are  not  lefs  un- 
healthy, arc  all  worked  by  the  Peruvians.  Thcfc  \uifortunatc  vic- 
tims of  an  infatiable  avarice  are  crowded  all  together  and  phin<;ed 
raked  into  thefe  abylfes,  the  greateft  part  of  which  aie  deep,  and  ;iJl 
excellivcly  cold.  Tyranny  has  invented  this  rclinement  in  ciDoIty, 
to  render  it  impoirib^e  for  any  thing  to  eicape  its  reftlefs  vigilance,  if 
there  are  any  wretches  who  long  furvive  fiich  barbarity,  it  is  the  iile 
of  cocoa  that  preferves  them. 

Iji  the  Cordilleras,  near  the  city  of  Paz,  is  a  mountain  of  le- 
markable  height,  called  Illimani,  which  doubtlefs  coniains  in.mcnie 
riches;  for  a  cr.ig  of  it  being  fome  years  ago  fevered  by  aflaH-iof 
lightning,  and  falling  on  a  neighbouring  mountain,  fuoh  a  quantity 
of  gold  was  found  in  the  fragments,  that  for  fome  time  that  met.il 
was  fold  at  ?m  for  eight  pieces  of  eight  per  ounce  j  but  its  fiimmit 
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being  perpetua'ly  covered  with  ice  and  fnowj    no  mine  has  been 
opened  in  the  mountain. 

The  city  of  La  Paz  is  of  a  middling  fize,  and  from  its  fituation 
among  the  brentlies  of  the  Cordilleras,  the  ground  on  which  it 
ftandi.  is  unequal,  and  it  is  alfo  furroiinded  by  mountains.  When 
the  river  Tiiicaca  is  increafed,  either  by  the  rains,  or  the  melting  of 
the  fnov/  on  the  mountains,  its  current  forces  along  large  malFes  of 
Vocks  with  fomc  grains  of  gold,  which  are  found  after  the  flood  has 
fiibfidt-d.  Hence  fome  idea  may  be  farmed  of  the  riches  inclofed  in 
the  houels  of  thefc  mountains,  a  remarkable  proof  of  which  ap- 
penrcd  in  the  year  1730,  when  an  Indian,  wafliing  his  feet  in  the  ri- 
ver, diftovered  fo  large  a  lump  of  gold,  that  the  Marquis  dc  Caftle 
Fuerte  gave  twelve  thouland  pieces  of  eight  for  it,  and  fenl  it  as  x 
prefent  to  ths  King  of  Spain. 
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•  HILI  is  (ituated  between  *5°  and  45"  fouth  latitude,  and  65°  and 
85°  weft  longitude ;  its  length  is  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixfv 
miles,  and  its  greateft  breadth  five  luincU'ed  and  eighty  :  it  is  bounded 
on  the  north,  by  Peru ;  on  the  eaft,  by  Paragua  or  La  Plata  ;  on  the 
fouth,  by  Patagonia ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  Pacific  ocean.  It  lies 
on  both  fides  of  the  Andes ;  Chili  Proper  lies  on  the  weft,  and  Cuyo 
or  Cutio,  on  the  eaft.  The  principal  towns  in  the  former  arc  St. 
Jago  and  Baldivia ;  in  the  latter,  St.  John  de  Frontiera. 

The  firft  attempt  of  the  Spaniards  upon  this  country  was  made  by 
Almagro  in  the  year  1535,  after  he  and  Pizaro  had  completed  the 
conquefl  of  Peru.  He  fet  out  on  his  expedition  to  Chili  with  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  Spaniards  and  auxiliary  Indians.  For  two  hundred 
leagues  he  was  well  accommodated  witli  every  neceflary  by  ttie  In- 
dians, who  had  been  fubje£ts  of  the  Emperors  of  Peru  ;  but  reaching 
the  barren  country  of  Charcos,  his  troops  became  difcontented 
through  the  hardihips  they  fuffered,  which  determined  Almagro  to 
climb  the  mountains  called  Cordilleras,  in  order  to  get  the  iooner 
into  Chili ;  being  ignorant  of  the  invaluable  mines  ofPotofi,  con- 
tained in  the  province  of  Charcos,  where  he  then  was.  At  that  time 
the  Cordilleras  were  covered  with  fnow,  the  depth  of  which  obliged 
him  to  dig  his  way  through  it.  The  cold  made  fuch  an  impreflioii 
on  his  naked  Indians,  that  it  is  computed  no  lefs  thati  ten  thoufand 
of  them  periflied  on  thefe  dreadful  mountains,  one  hundred  and  lifiv 
of  the  Spaniards  fliaring  the  fame  fate,  while  many  of  the  furvivori 
loft  their  fiiigers  and  toes  through  the  excefs  of  cold.  At  M, 
after  encountering  incredible  difficulties,  Almagro  reached  a  fine, 
temperate,  and  fertile  plain  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Cordilleras, 
where  he  was  received  with  the  greateft  kindnefs  by  the  natives. 
Thele  poor  favai;es,  taking  the  Spaniards  for  deputies  of  tlieirgod 
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Virachocci,  immediately  col lc<flcd  for  them  an  offering  of  gold  and 
filver,  worth  two  hundred  and  ninety  thou.'and  ducats ;  and  foon 
after  brought  a  prefcnt  to  Almagro  worth  three  hundred  thoufand 
more.  Thefe  offerings  only  determined  him  to  concjuer  tlie  whole 
country  as  foon  as  poffible.  The  Indians,  among  whom  he  now  was, 
had  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the  I'eruvian  Incas,  or  tmperors, 
and  confequently  gave  Almagro  no  trouble.  He  therefore  mar.ned 
immediately  againft  thofe  who  had  never  been  conquered  by  the  Peru- 
vians, and  inhabited  the  fouthern  parts  of  Chili.  Thefe  favages 
fought  with  great  refolution,  and  difputed  every  inch  of  ground  ; 
butm  five  months  time  the  Spwiards  liad  made  fch  progrcfs,  that 
they  mud  infallibly  have  reduced  the  whole  province  in  a  very  little 
time,  had  not  Almagro  returned  to  IVru,  in  coiifequtnce  ofatonj- 
•   Tion  lent  him  from  Spain. 

In  I J 40,  Pizaro  having  overcome  ami  pvit  Ahnagro  to  death,  fent 
intoChili,  Baldjvia  or  Valdivia,  wh  »  '.ad  .arncd  iherutliineniiof  war 
in  Italy,  and  was  reckoned  nnc  of  the  bcil  ori'ci"  s  ni  the  ojianifh  fci  vice. 
As  he  penetrated  fouthward,  however,  he  me  vvith  much  oi.p.)ruion  j 
the  confederated  caziques  frequt-nt'y  gave  him  battle,  and  ifplayed 
great  courage  and  refolucif)n,  but  coulu  '-.or  prevent  him  f.\jin  p-s^e- 
tiating  to  the  valley  of  Mafiocho,  w  hich  he  !•  'and  incredibly  t'e.  ile  and 
popiKO'is.  Here  he  founded  the  city  of  v'^.t.  Jago,  am.  rinu.i.g  gold 
mines  in  the  neighbourhood,  furct:cl  'lie  In  lians  to  work  in  i.  .m,  at 
the  lame  tinv,'  building  a  caftle  for  tUT  la.-ity  and  protection  oi  r.is  new 
colony.  The  nati\  !.-s,  exalper -tt-d  at  I'^ij  h  .v^-ry,  iuin.'fuiatv  )y  took 
up  aims,  attacked  the  fort,  and  (ht)iigh ''ci.atevi  anu:tpu!f-0,  i'a  nrc 
totheoui  works,  which  contained  all  &■'  ,^:  jvilt.  s  oi  the.  bjjai.i..  is. 
Nor  weri;  they  dilcouragvd  by  this  i^i  I  nic. ••.  otiK .  'iefc;tH,  but  itill 
continiv.d  to  carry  on  the  vvai  wiih  V;'/oui.  U  lalf,  Va.diVia  h'ivi'lg 
ijverconic  hem  in  many  battles,  force-'  i.v  inLiabitn'",.  or  tiie  vale  to 
fiibmit ;  upon  which  he  immediately  ■(et  tlicm  to  .vak  In  the  mlM.s  of 
Qjjilottn.  This  indignity  uffered  to  their  r,'.u:.tr)ii..,i  re'  ^Mo'.cd  the 
fiiy.f thofe  v\ho  remained  at  liberty.  T./^ii  a.m'):^  ,.orts,  how- 
ever, were  as  yet  unable  10  flop  Valduia'd  pa  'n  is.  i.aving  croftod 
the  'arge  rivers  Maulle  and  Haia,  he  travc.  :>;d  ;  •.  xCz  tracl  of  co;ntry 
and  fnmdcd  the  city  of  La  Concepti/.i  >>  !;e  Somli  feacoiftj  he 
erected  forrreffes  in  fcveral  pqris  of  the  country,  in  ©rdpr  to  k':tp  the 
natives  in  awe,  and  built  the  city  called  Tiujicial,  :u  out  fo  ty  leagues 
tothe  fouthwurd  uf  Ctjnception.  The  opai/.tU  writci.  fay,  tha-- th. 
[  ueighboijiing  valley    contained    eighty  ttioufand    luliajitanti  of  a 
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peaceable  dirpoficion,  nnd  wlio  were  even  fo  tame  as  to  fufTcr  V.il. 
divia  to  piircel  out  their  Jauds  amoiiy  his  followers,  while  rhcy  them- 
jclvcs  rtMKiijicd  ill  a  (late  of  inar'tivity.     About  fixtccii  leagues  to  the 
eallward  of  Imperial,  the  Spanifii  general  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
city  of  Villa  Rica,  fo  called  011  account  of  the  rich  gold  mines  he 
^"ound  there.     But  his  ambition  and  avarice  had  now  involved  him  in 
clifliculties  from  which  he  could  never  be  extricated  :  he  had  extended 
his  conquefls  beyond  what  his  ftrength  was  capable  of  maintaining. 
I'lie  Chilclians  were  ftill  as  di^firous  as  ever  of  recovering  their  liber- 
tics.     The  horfes,  fire  arms,  and  armour  of  the  Spaniards,  indeed, 
appeared  dif?dfui  to  them  ;  but  thoughts  of  endiefs  ilavery  were  ftill 
more  fo.     In  the  courfe  of  the  war  they  had  difcovered  that  the  Spa- 
ni'-d«   were  vulnerable   and   mortal   men    like  thcmfelves;    they 
liopcd,   therefore,  by  dint  of  fuperiority  in  numbers,  to  be  able  to 
expel  the  tyrannical  uhirpers.     Had  all  the  nations  joined  in  thisrefo- 
lution,  the  Spaniards  had  certainly  been  exterminated  ;  but  feme  of 
them  were  of  a  pacific  difpoiition,  while  others  confidered  fervitude 
as  the  greateft  of  all  polfiblc  calamicies.     Of  this  laft  opinion  were 
the  AracceauF,  the  moft  intrepid  people  of  Chili,  and  who  had  given 
Valilivia  the  gr>:ateft  trouble.     They  all  rofe  to  a  man,  and  chofc 
Capaulican,  a  renowned  hero  among  them,  for  their  leider.    Val- 
divia,  however,  received  notice  of  their  revolt  fooner  than  they  in- 
tended he  fliould,  and  returned  with  all  expedition  to  the  vale  nf 
Araccea  ;  but  before  he  arrived,  fourteen  thcufand  of  the  Chile- 
fians  were  there  aflembltd  under  the  conduft  of  Capaulican  ;  he  at- 
tacked them  with  his  cavalry,  and  forced  them  to  retreat   into  the 
woods,  but  could  not  obtain  a  complete  viftory,  as  they  kept  conti- 
nually Tallying  out  and  harafling  his  men.     At  laft  Capaulican  having 
ohferved,  that  fighting  with  luch  a  n'-mber  of  undifciplined  troop;, 
only  ferved  to  contribute  to  the  defeat  and  confufion  of  the  whole,  di- 
vided his  forces  into  bodies  of  one  thoufand  each.    Thefe  he  directed 
to  attack  the  enemy  by  turns,  and  though  he  did  not  expert  that  a 
fjngle  thoufand  would  put  them  to  flight,  he  directed  them  tomakeas 
long  a  fland  as  they  could,  when  they  were  to  be  relieved  and  fup- 
ported  by  another  body,  ard  thus  the  Spaniards  would  beatlail 
wearied  out  and  overcome.     The  event  fully  anfwered  his  expecta- 
tions.    The  Chilefians  maintained  a  fight  for  feven  or  eight  hoiiriJ 
till  the  Spaniards,  growing  faint  for  want  of  refrefliment,  retireJj 
precipitately.     Valdivia  ordered  them  to  poflefs  a  pafs  at  fome  dir- 
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tance  from  the  field,  to  flop  the  piufuit ;    but  this  clefign  being 
was  a  difcovciecl  to  the   Chilefiaiis    ot  his   pngc,     who   native  of 
that   countiy,    the  Spaniards  were   furrouiHlcd  on  all   fides,     oud 
cut  ill  pieccb  by  the  Indians.     The  general  was  taken  and  \n\i  to 
death  ;  fonie  lay  with  the  tortures  ufually  inflifted  by   thole  iavi'jjes 
on  their  pni'oners  ;  orhtrs,  that  he  had  melted  j^old  poured  down  hi* 
throat;  but  all  agree,  that  the  Indians  made  flutes  and  other  inftru^ 
nients  of  his  bones,  and  preferved  hio  Ikuil  as  a  monument  of  tlieir 
viftory,  which  they  celebiated  by  an  annual  f'eitival.     After  this  vie- 
tory,  the  Chilefians  had  another  engagcnit.nt  with  their  enemies,  in 
which  alfo  they  proved  vidorious,  defeating  the  Spaniards  with  the 
lofs  of  near  three  thoufand  men ;  and  upon  this  they  bent  their  whole 
force  againft  the  colonies.     The  city  of  Cc^nception  being  abandoned 
by  the  Spaniards,  was  taken  and  delboycd ;  but  the  Indians  were 
forced  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Imperial,  and  their  progrefs  was  at  hit 
(topped  by  Garcia  de  Mendoza,  who  defeated  Capaulican,  took  hinti 
prifoner,  and  put  him  to  death.     No  defeats,  however,  could  dif- 
pirit  the  Chilefians ;  they  continued  the  war  for  fifty  years,  and  to 
this  day  they  I'emain  unconquered,    and  give   the  Spaniards  more 
trouble  than  any  other  American  nation.     Their  moft  irreconcileable 
enemies  are  the  inhabitants  of  Araccea  and  Tucapel,  thofe  to  the 
fouth  of  the  river  Bobio,  or  whofe  country  extends  towards  the  Cor- 
dilleras.    The  manners  of  thefe  people  greatly  refemble  thofe  of 
North-America,  but  feem  to  have  a  more  warlike  dilpofition.    It  is  a 
conftant  rule  with  the  Chilefians  never  to  fue  for  peace.     The  Spa- 
niards are  obliged  not  only  to  make  the  firfi  overtures,  but  to  pur?. 
chafe  it  by  prefents.     They  have  at  laft  been  obliged  to  abandon  all 
thouglits  of  extending  their  conquefts,  and  reduced  to  cpver  their 
frontiers  by  eredting  forts  at  proper  diftances. 

The  Spanifli  colonies  in  Chili  are  difperfed  on  the  borders  of  the 
South  fea.  They  are  parted  from  Peru  by  a  deiert  eighty  leagues  in 
breadth,  and  bounded  by  the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  at  the  extremity  next 
the  (traits  of  Magellan.  There  are  no  fettlements  on  the  coaft  jfxcept 
thofe  of  Baldivia,  Conception  ifland,  Valparaifo,  and  Coquimbo,  or 
La  Serena,  which  are  all  fea  ports.  In  the  inland  country  is  St. 
Jago,  the  capital  of  the  colony.  There  is  no  cuhure  nor  habitation 
at  any  dift:ance  from  thefe  towns.  The  buildings  in  the  whole  pro- 
vince are  low,  made  of  unburnt  brick,  and  moftly  thatched.  This 
praftice  is  obfeiYcd  on  account  of  the  frequent  earthquakes,  and  is 
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piopcrly  adnptcil  to  the  nature  of  the  climate,  as  to  well  is  the  indo- 
lence of  the  inhabitants. 

The  cli  .le  ol  Chili  is  one  of  the  moft  wholefome  in  the  whole 
world.  The  viciniiy  of  the  Coidillcras  gives  it  fuch  a  dclij^htlul 
tcmperaaire  as  could  not  otherwife  be  expeded  in  that  latitude. 
Though  gold  mines  are  found  in  it,  their  richncfs  has  been  too  much 
extolkd  ;  their  produce  never  exceeds  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
tlioiiland  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  ann.  The  foil  is  prodi- 
gioully  fertile.  All  the  European  fruits  have  improved  in  that  happy 
climate.  The  wine  would  be  excellent  if  nature  were  propeily 
affiHcd  by  art  ;  and  the  corn  harved  is  reckoned  a  bad  one  when  it 
does  not  yield  a  hundred  fold.  Wuh  all  thefe  advaniages,  Chili  has 
no  direct  intercourfe  with  Spain  ;  their  trade  is  confined  to  Peru, 
Faraguay,  and  the  favages  on  their  frontiers.  With  thefe  laft  tlicy 
exchange  their  lefs  valuable  commodities  for  oxen,  horfes,  and  their 
own  children,  whom  they  are  ready  to  part  with  for  the  moft  trifling 
things.  This  province  fupplies  Peiu  with  great  plenty  of  hides, 
dried  fruit,  copper,  fait  meat,  horfes,  hemp,  lard,  wheat,  and  gold ; 
in  excliange,  it  leceivec  tobacco,  fugar,  cocoa,  earthenware,  woollen 
clotb,  linen,  hats,  made  at  Quito,  and  every  article  of  luxury 
brought  from  Europe.  The  fliips  fent  from  Callao  on  this  traftiL 
were  formerly  bound  to  Conception  bay,  but  no.v  come  to  Valpa- 
raifo.  The  commerce  between  this  province  and  I'araguay  is  carried 
on  by  land,  though  it  is  a  journ  •  of  three  hundred  leagues,  forry  of 
which  lie  through  the  fnows  and  precipices  of  the  C'^rdilleras ;  but  if 
it  was  carried  or.  1  /  fca,  they  muft  cither  pafsthe  flraits  of  Magelhui, 
or  double  cape  Horn,  which  the  Spaniards  always  avoid  as  much  as 
pofiible.  To  Pa:a<nMy  are  fent  fur-'e  wooilon  ftufts  called  ponchos, 
which  are  ufed  foi  cloaks  :  aUo  wines,  brandy,  oil,  and  chicliy  gold  ; 
in  return  they  rceive  wax,  a  kind  of  tallow  fit  to  make  foap,  liuio- 
pean  goods,  and  negroes. 

Cliili  is  governed  by  a  chief,  who  is  abfohite  in  all  civil,  politic.il, 
and  military  a tf:.. IS,  and  is  alio  imicpfcnJent  of  the  viceroy.  Tlie 
latter  lias  no  authority  except  when  a  governor  dies,  in  which 
cafe  he  may  appoint  oie  in  h.is  rocm  for  a  time,  till  Spain  nunes 
a  uiccefTor.  If  on  fom.  occali^n  the  viceroy  has  in'..':feied  :n 
the  p,ovcrnmrnt  or  Chili,  it  vva?  wncn  he  bis  been  either  authori'ed 
by  a  particular  trull  repofed  in  him  by  the  court,  or  by  the  detercnce 
paid  to  the  emineate  of  his  utlice  ;  or  when  he.  has  been  actuated  by 
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his  own  ambition  to  extend  his  authority.*  In  the  whole  province  o( 
Chili  there  are  not  twenty  thoufand  white  inen,  and  not  more  than 
fixtythoiifand  negroes,  or  Indians,  able  to  bear  arms.  The  military 
eftabliflinient  amouiUcd  formerly  to  two  thoufaid  men ;  but  the  main- 
taining of  tliem  being  found  too  txptnfive,  they  were  reduced  to  five 
iiiindred  at  the  beginning  of  this  century. 

•'  With  refpeft  to  the  jwiwcr  o  the  governor  of  Chili,  it  If  Jmihtful  whether  the  ahovc 
ii  correal,  as  fome  writers  alTert  that  he  a  fubordinatc  to  the  viceroy  of  l\:rii,  in  ;ill  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  govrrnmrnt,  to  the  finances,  anJ  to  war,  but  independent  of  him  at 
I  iiief  admirilhatur  of  jiillia*,  aiul  prcl'idcnt  of  the  royal  Audience.  Eleven  inferior  ofli.cr:, 
Jilhi'iutcJ  in  the  province,  are  cl\argcd,  under  his  orders,  with  the  dft.uls  of  aJminh- 
;t'3iioti. 
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Jr  ARAGUAY  15  fitnateil  between  i2*and  37Touth  latitude,  ami 
50"  and  ys**  weft  loiigitiule;  its  length  is  one  thoufand  five  Inindied 
miles,  and  its  breadth  one  thoufand.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north,  bv 
Amazonia;  on  the  eaft,  by  Bralil;  on  the  foutb,  by  Patagonia;  and 
on  the  weft,  by  Chili  and  I'tru. 

It  is  diviilcd  into  fix  provinces,  viz.  Paraguay,  Parana, 
GuAittA,  Uracjua,  Tucuman,  and  Rio  de  i,a  Plata. 

This  country,  be'.ides  an  infinite  number  of  fmall  rivers,  is  wa- 
tered by  three  principal  ones,  the  Paragua,  Uragua,  and  Parana, 
which,  united  near  the  lea,  t'orm  the  famous  Rio  de  la  Plata,  or  Piute 
river,  and  which  annually  ovorHovv  their  banks;  and  on  their  recefs, 
leave  them  enriched  with  a  ilime,  that  produces  the  greateft  plenty 
of  whatever  is  committed  to  it.* 

This  vart  traft  is  far  from  being  wholly  fubdued  or' planted  by  the 
Spaniards.  There  arc  many  parts  in  a  great  degreeunknovvn  to  them, or 

*  The  grand  river  La  I'lata  drfcrvc;  n  particular  dcfcriiition.  A  MoJcncfe  Jefuit, 
by  the  name  of  P.  Cattanco,  who  failcJ  up  this  river,  fpcaks  in  the  following  language 
concerning  it:  "  While  I  icfKlcd  in  Europe,  and  read  ia  books  of  hiftory  or  geography 
that  the  river  de  la  Plata  was  one  hundred  and  fifry  mi'cs  in  hreadih,  I  cmifjdcreJ  it  as  an 
cxa^f^cration,  l»ccaufc  in  thii  hcinifphere  w  h.uc  no  example  of  fuch  vaft  rivers.  When  I 
appro.icl.ed  its  muuth,  1  ii:ul  ih"  mill  vehement  dtfirc  ';.  afc.rtain  the  breadth  with  my 
own  eyes,  and  I  have  found  the  matter  to  be  exacUy  m  it  was  rcp.cfented.  This  1  de- 
duce particularly  from  one  circumftancc  :  when  wc  took  our  departure  from  Monte 
Vifdo,  afoit  fuuated  more  ti'.aaonc  hundied  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  where 
its  breadth  J5  coiifidcr:i!)ly  diminiihcd,  we  failed  a  complete  day  before  wc  difi;ovcred  the 
land  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  rhc  livtr ;  and  wiicu  v\-e  were  in  the  midd'c  of  the  chan- 
nel, we  could  not  difcover  land  on  either  fi.le,  and  faw  nothing  hut  the  (ky  and  watcri 
as  if  wc  had  been  in  fnme  );rcat  ocean.  Indo-.-l.  v,;.  thould  have  taken  it  to  be  fc.i,  if 
thcfrcfh  water  of  the  river,  which  v.i'.  tuiMd  liiic  the  Po,  had  not  fatisficd  U5  ih-it  it  was 
a  river." 
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t*i  anv  other  people  in  Kuropc.  Tlie  principal  province  of  v.hich  we 
have  any  kiunvlcilgc,  is  tluit  which  is  called  Kio  cic  la  IMata,  towards 
the  month  ot"  the  above-meiuioticd  rivers.  This  proviiice,  with  all  the 
ailjaccnt  parts,  is  one  continued  plain  for  fcvcral  hundred  miles,  cx« 
trcinciy  fertile,  and  produces  cotton  in  jjreat  (]uantitie3  ;  tobacco, 
luul  the  valuable  herb  called  paraguay,  with  a  variety  of  fruits,  and 
tliu  prodij^ious  rich  palhires,  in  which  arc  bred  fuch  herds  of  cattle, 
that  it  is  laid  the  iiidesof  the  bcalb  are  all  that  is  properly  bought,  the 
carcafo  being  in  a  manner  giveti  into  the  bargain.  A  horl'e  fome 
time  ago  might  be  bought  for  a  dollar,  and  the  ulual  price  of  a  bul- 
lock, chofen  out  of  a  herd  of  two  or  three  hundred,  was  only  four 
rials,  liat  contrary  to  the  general  nature  of  America,  this  country 
ii  deftitute  of  woods.  Tlic  air  is  remarkable  fvveet  and  fcieiie,  and 
the  waters  of  La  Plata  are  ecpially  jnirc  and  wholefome. 

The  Spaniards  firfl  difcovered  this  country  by  failing  up  the  river 
I.;.  I'lata  in  151  ?,  and  founded  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayrcs,  fo  called 
on  account  ef  the  excellence  of  the  air,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river, 
fifty  leagues  within  its  mouth,  where  it  is  feven  leagues  broad.  This 
is  one  of  the  moll  confiderable  towns  in  South-America,  the  capital 
of  this  country,  and  the  only  place  of  traffic  to  the  fouth  of  Brazil. 
Here  we  meet  with  the  merchants  of  Europe  and  Peru,  but  no  regu- 
lar fleet  comes  hither  as  to  the  other  parts  of  South-America  ;  two, 
cr  at  moft  three  regilter  Ihips  make  the  whole  of  their  regular  inter- 
coiirfe  with  Europe  ;  their  returns  are  very  valuable,  conliuing 
chiefly  of  the  gold  and  filver  of  Chili  and  Peru,  fugar  and  hides. 
Thole  who  have  carried  on  a  contraband  trade  to  this  city,  have 
foinid  it  m.ore  advantageous  than  any  other.  The  benefit  of  this  con- 
traband is  now  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Portugiicfe,  who  keep 
magazines  for  that  purpofe  in  fuch  parts  of  Brafil  as  lie  near  lliis 
country. 

Eueaos  Ayrcs  is  regularly  built,  its  flreets  are  wide,  thehoufes  are 
extremely  low,  and  each  of  them  is  accommodated  with  a  garden. 
The  public  and  private  buildings  which,  fixty  years  ago,  were  all 
made  of  earth,  are  of  more  folid  and  commodious  conftruiftion, 
lince  'the  natives  have  learned  the  art  of  making;  brick  and  lime. 
The  number  of  inhahicants  is  aboMt  thirty  thoufand.  One  fide  of 
the  town  is  defended  by  a  fortrefs  with  a  garrifon  of  fix  or  feven 
hundred  men  ;  the  fliips  get  to  it  by  failing  up  a  river  that  wants 
depth,  is  full  of  iflands,  flioals,  and  rocks,  and  where  ftorms  arc 
more  frequent  and  more  dreadful  than  on  the  ocean.  It  is  neceflary  to 
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anchor  even'  night  on  the  Ipot  where  they  come  to,  and  on  the  mnf? 
moderate  days  a  pilot  muft  go  to  found  the  way  for  the  fliip  ;  after 
having  furmounted  thcl'e  dilHcuhics,  the  fliips  are  obliged,  at  the 
diftancc  of  three  leagues  fiom  the  town,  to  put  their  goods  on  board 
fome  light  vtn'v.!,  and  to  go  to  refit,  and  to  wait  for  their  cargoes  at 
Jncunado  de  Barragan,  fituattd  feven  or  eight  leagues  below. 

Paragua  fends  annually  into  the  kingdom  of  Tcru  cS  many  as  one 
thoufand  five  hundred,  or  two  thoufand  mules.  They  travel  over 
dreary  defei Is  for  the  diftanc'e  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  leagues. 
What  is  not  man  capable  or  doing,  when  necclfity,  refolution,  and 
avarice  arc  united  ?  neither  deep  and  aiiry  fwamps,  nor  fummits  ot' 
lofty  mountains  covered  with  cteriial  fnow,  ran  bir  his  progrefs.  Thi 
province  of  Tucuman  furniflies  annually,  fixteen  or  eighteen  thoii- 
r.nd  oxen,  and  four  or  five  thoufiind  horfes,  brought  forth  and  reared 
\ipon  its  own  territory.  Paragua  fends  feveral  articles  of  commerce 
to  Spain,  \*\\t  they  are  all  brought  from  neighbouring  diftricts. 
The  only  article  it  furnillies  from  its  own  territory  is  hides,  all  thefc 
are  fent  to  Europe  from  Buenos  Ayres. 

We  cannot  quit  this  country  without  mentioning  that  extraordinary 
fpecics  of  commonwealth  which  the  Jefuits  erected  in  the  interior 
parts,  and  concerning  which  thefe  crafty  priefts  have  endeavoured  to 
keep  ftrangers  in  the  dark. 

About  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  thofe  fathers  reprefcnted  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  that  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  their  miifions  was  owing  to 
the  fcandal  which  the  immorality  of  tlic  Spaniards  never  failed  to  give, 
and  to  the  hatred  which  their  infolcnt  behaviour  caufed  in  the  m, 
ciians.  They  inlinuated,  that  were  it  not  for  thofe  obftaclc?,  the 
empire  of  the  gofpel  might,  by  their  labours,  have  been  extended 
into  the  moft  unknown  parts  of  America  ;  and  that  all  thofe  coun- 
tries might  be  fubducd  to  bis  Catholic  majefly's  obedience,  without 
expenfe,  and  without  force.  This  remonftrance  met  with  fuccefs, 
the  fphere  of  their  labours  was  marked  out,  and  the  governors  of 
the  adjacent  provinces  had  orders  not  to  interfere,  nor  to  fuffer  any 
Spaniards  to  enter  into  this  pale,  without  licences  from  the  fathers; 
they,  on  their  part,  agreed  to  pay  a  certain  capitation  tax,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  flock,  and  to  fend  a  certain  number  to  the  king's 
works  whenever  they  fliall  be  demanded,  and  the  miflions  fliould  be- 
come populous  enough  to  fupply  them. 

On  thefe  terms  thefe  Jefuits  gladly  entered  upon  the  fcene  of  nc- 
tion,  and  opened  their  fpiritual  campaign.    They  began  bv  gathenng 
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together  about  fifty  wandering  families,  whom  they  perAiaded  to 
fettle,  and  they  united  them  into  a  little  townfliip.  This  was  the 
(light  foundation  upon  which  they  built  a  fiiperftructurc  which 
amazed  the  world,  and  added  much  to  their  power,  at  the  fame  tin)c 
that  it  occafioned  much  envy  againll  their  fociety.  For  when  they 
hnd  made  this  beginning,  tliey  laboured  wiih  fuch  indefatiijablc  pains, 
and  fiich  mafterly  jji  licy,  th.t  by  degrees  they  mollified  the  minds  of 
the  niofl  favage  muions,  fixed  the  mod  ram'jling,  and  fubducd  thofc 
to  their  government  wh  .  h:ici  long  difila'.ned  to  fnbmit  to  the  arms  of 
the  Spaniards  and  PortiT^ucfc.  Thiy  prevailed  upon  thoufands  of 
vnrious  difperfcd  tribes  to  embrace  their  religion,  and  thele  foon  in- 
duced others  to  follow  thtir  example,  magnifying  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity they  enjoyed  under  the  diicftion  (jf  the  lathers. 

Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  trace  with  precifion  all  the  fleps 
v.hich  were  taken  in  the  accorr.pliflunent  of  fo  extraordinary  a  conqucll 
over  the  bodies  aiul  minds  of  Uicn.  The  Jefuits  left  nothing  undone 
that  could  coninm  their  fubjcclion,  or  that  could  iiu-rcafe  their  num- 
ber ;  and  it  is  laid  that  above  three  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  fa- 
milies lived  in  obedience,  and  exprclfcd  an  awe,  bordering  upon  ado- 
ration, yet  jwocured  without  any  violence  or  conftraint ;  that  the  In- 
dians were  inftruded  in  the  military  art,  and  could  raife  fixty  thou- 
fand men  well  armed  ;  that  they  lived  in  towns,  were  regularly 
c!,i(!,  laboured  in  agriculture,  exerciieti  manufaduies,  fome  even 
aipired  [to  the  elegant  arts,  and  that  nothing  could  ccpial  their  fub- 
niillion  to  authority,  except  their  contentment  under  it.  Some  vvii^- 
tcrs  have  treated  the  charaftcr  of  thefe  Jefuits  with  great  feverity, 
"ccufing  them  of  ambition,  pride,  and  of  carrying  their  authority  to 
Inch  an  iiiccefs,  as  to  caufe  not  only  perfons  of  both  fexes,  but  even 
tlif  magiibates,  wjio  were  always  chofen  fioni  amopg  the  Indians,  to 
be  corrccled  before  them  with  ftrines,  and  bv  futferiiig  perfons 
of  the  hii'heU  dirtinciion,  within  r'  jurildictions,  to  kiisthehcm 
or' their  garments  as  the  greatcft  honour.  Tlie  pi  lefts  themfclves 
j-oli'cHal  large  property,  all  manufactures  wei'e  theirs,  the  natural 
produce  of  the  country  was  brought  to  them,  and  the  treafures  an- 
liuaily  rtmittcd  to  the  fuperior  of  the  order,  leemed  to  evince  that 
ze.il  for  religion  was  not  the  only  motive  for  forming  thele  milfions. 
The  Fatlters  would  not  permit  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peru,  whe- 
ther Spaniards,  Meltizos,  or  even  Indians,  to  come  v;ithin  their  mil- 
fions  in  Paraguay.  In  the  year  1 7  57>  when  part  of  this  territory  was 
ceded  by  Spain  to  the  crown  of  Portugal  in  exchange  for  Saint  Sacra- 
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ment,  to  make  the  Uragua  the  boundary  of  their  pofTcfllons,  the 
Jefuits  reFiried  to  comply  with  this  divifion,  or  to  fiiffer  themfelvesto 
be  transt'erred  from  one  hand  to  another,  like  cattle,  without  their 
own  confent.  We  were  informed  by  the  Spanilh  Gazette,  that  the 
Indians  aftnally  took  up  arms  ;  but  notwithftnnding  the  ex;;ctnefr  of 
their  difcipline,  they  were  ealily,  and  with  coniiderable  Uaughter, 
defeated  by  the  European  troops  v.  ho  were  fent  to  quell  them  ;  and 
in  17C7,  the  Jefuits  were  removed  from  America,  by  royal  authority, 
and  their  late  fubjedts  were  put  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  ref; 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  ^ 
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WITH  refpeft  to  the  iflands  belonging  to  the  Spanifli  monarchy  in 
this  part  of  the  globe,  we  fliall  notice  them  in  another  place  ;  but  in 
order  to  afford  a  more  particular  view  of  the  Spanifli  interell  in  hci 
South- American  colonics,  as  well  as  of  the  policy  purfued  by  hci'  with 
refpeot  to  them,  we  fliall  otter  a  few  additional  general  remarks  on 
the  government,  ccclefiaftical  eitablifiiment,  and  fyilem  of  trade  car- 
ried on  with  them. 

Notvvithftanding  the  rapid  depopulation  of  America,  a  very  con- 
llderable  number  of  the  native  race  ibll  remains  both  in  Mexico  and 
Peru,  efpecially  in  thofe  parts  which  were  not  exjxifed  to  the  firft 
fury  of  the  Spanifli  arms,  or  defolated  by  the  firft  eiforts  of  their  in- 
diiflry,  Itill  more  ruinous.  In  Guatimala,  Chiapa,  Nicaragua,  and 
the  other  provinces  of  the  Mexican  empire,  whicli  lh"ctch  along  the 
South  lea,  the  race  of  Indians  is  ftill  numerous;  their  kttic- 
ments  in  fome  i)laces  are  fo  p.o})ulous,  as  to  merit  the  name  of  cities. 
]n  the  three  audiences  into  which  New-Spain  is  divided,  there  arc, 
as  we  have  before  mentioned,  at  leaft  two  millions  of  Indians  ;  a  piti- 
ful remnant,  indeed,  of  its  ancient  population,  but  fuch  as  ftill 
forms  a  body  of  people  fuperior  in  number  to  that  of  all  the  other  in- 
hibitants  of  'his  extcnfive  country.  In  Peru  feveral  diflri^ts,  par- 
ticularly in  the  kingdom  of  (^lito,  are  occupied  almoft  entirely  by 
Indians.  In  other  provinces  they  are  mingled  with  the  Spaniards, 
and  in  many  of  their  fettlements  are  almofl:  the  only  perfons  who 
praftife  the  mechanic  arts,  and  fill  moll  of  the  inferior  ilat..  is  ir,  lo- 
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cletv.  As  the  inhabitants  both  of  Mexico  and  Peru  were  nccullomed 
to  a  iixed  refidence,  and  to  a  certain  degree  of  regular  induluy,  icfs 
violence  was  requifite  in  bringing  them  to  fome  conformity  with 
the  European  modes  of  civil  life.  I5ut  wherever  the  Spaniards  fettled 
among  the  favage  tribes  of  America,  their  attempts  to  incorporate  with 
them  have  been  always  fruitlefs,  and  often  fatal  to  the  natives.  Im- 
patient of  reftraint,  and  difdaining  labour  as  a  mark  of  fervility,  they 
cither  abandoned  their  original  feats,  and  fought  for  independence 
in  mountains  and  forefts  inaccefhble  to  their  oppreiTors,  or  perilhed 
when  reduced  to  a  ftate  repugnant  to  their  ancient  ideas  and  liabits. 
In  the  diftrifts  adjacent  to  Carthagena,  to  Panama,  and  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  the  dsfolation  is  mo!"e  general  than  tven  in  thole  parts  of 
Mexico  and  Peru,  of  which  the  Spaniards  hive  taken  mull  full  poi- 
felTion. 

But  the  eflablifliments  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  nc  "  world,  though 
fatal  to  \is  ancient  inhabitants,  were  made  at  a  period  wlien  that  mo- 
narchy was  capable  of  forming  them  to  the  bed  advantage.  By  the  union 
of  all  its  petty  kingdoms,  Spain  was  become  a  poweriul  ftate,  equal  to  \o 
great  an  undertaking.  Its  monarchs  having  extended  their  preroga- 
tives far  beyond  the  limits  which  once  circumfcribed  the  regal  power 
ill  every  kingdom  of  Europe,  were  liardly  fubjedt  to  controul,  either 
in  concerting  or  in  executing  their  meafures. 

Such  was  the  power  of  the  Spanifli  monarchs,  when  they  were 
called  to  deliberate  concerning  the  mode  of  eftablifliing  their  domi- 
nion over  the  moft  remote  provinces  which  had  ever  been  fubjei'ted 
ti)  any  European  ftate.  lu  this  deliberation  they  felt  themfelvcs 
under  no  ir',y?'tutional  reftraint,  ;.  'id  that  as  independent  maftcrs 
ot  their  own  .••:'> 'ves,  they  might  iihie  the  ediil^s  requifite  for  mo- 
delling tat  govcnmcfit  of  the  new  colonies,  by  a  nieie  act  of  prero- 
gative. 

This  enrly  interpofttlon  of  the  Spanifli  crown  in  order  to  regulate 
the  poiii^y  and  trade  of  it?  colonies,  is  a  peculiarity  which  diftin- 
{{uiflics  their  progrefs  from  that  of  the  colonies  of  any  other  Euro- 
pean nation.  When  the  Portugucfc,  the  Englifli,  and  French,  took 
polleflion  of  the  regions  in  America,  the  advantages  which  thefe  pro- 
niifed  to  yield  were  fo  remote  and  uncertain,  that  their  colonies  were 
fuffered  to  ftruggle  through  a  hard  infancy,  almoft  without  guidance 
or  protedio'i  from  the  partut  ftate.  But  gold  and  filver,  the  Hi  A  pro- 
iKk'tions  of  the  Spanifli  flctlcments  in  the  new  world,  were  more  al- 
luring, and  immedistely  i::cra6t?d  the  attention  of  their  monarchs. 
5  Though 
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Thougli  they  had  contril)utecl  Httlc  to  the  diicovery,  and  ahnoft  no- 
thing to  the  coiiqnelt  of  the  new  world,  they  inUantiy  afi'iimed  tlie 
fun<ftion  of  its  letfiHators,  and  having  acciuired  a  fpecies  of  doiiiinloii 
formerly  imknovvn,  they  formed  a  plan  for  excrcilhig  it,  to  which 
nothing  limiiar  occurs  in  the  hiftory  of  human  affairs. 

The  fundamental  maxim  of  Spanilh  jurilprudencc  vvid)  rcfr.ec't:  to 
America,  is  to  conrider  what  has  been  acquired  there  as  veiled  in  the 
crown,  rather  than  in  the  It.ite.  hy  the  bull  of  Alexander  VI.  on 
Avhich,  as  its  great  ch;irter,  Spain  founded  its  right,  nil  the  regions 
that  had  been,  or  flionld  be  di'.covcrcd,  ucrc  betlowed  rvs  a  free  ;.;;iV 
upon  Ferdinand  and  iiahella.  They  and  tlieir  luccelfors  vv(?rc  unifoiii.ly 
held  to  be  the  i:niverl;;l  proprietors  of  the  vnrt  territories  which  t!,c 
arms  of  their  fubjerts  con(picred  in  th.i  new  world.  From  them  ail 
grants  of  land  there  iloweJ  and  to  them  ihrv  finally  returned.  The 
leailers  who  eondufted  the  various  cxyieciitions,  the  governors  w'ao 
})re(ided  over  the  diiferent  f'olonics,  the  officers  of  jullice,  and  ili.i 
minil^ers  of  religion,  were  all  appointed  by  their  authority,  aiul  rc- 
nioveable  at  their  pleafure.  The  pjople  who  compofed  infant  fet- 
tlements  were  entitled  to  no  privileges  iiulejiendent  of  the  fovereigii, 
cv  thiit  ferved  as  a  barrier  againll  the  power  of  the  crown.  It  is  viw, 
that  when  towns  were  built,  and  forn.ed  into  bodies  corporate,  the 
citizens  were  permitteil  to  eiecl  their  own  m.igilb'ates,  who  governed 
them  by  laws  which  the  community  enacted,  liven  in  the  moft  def- 
|)Otic  flates,  this  feeble  fpark  of  liberty  is  not  extinguiflicd  ;  but  in 
the  cities  of  Spanifh  America,  this  jurifdlftion  is  merely  municipal, 
and  is  eonllned  to  the  regulation  01' their  own  interior  commerce  and 
police.  In  whatever  relates  to  public  government,  and  the  general 
intereli,  the  will  of  thefovercign  is  law;  no  political  power  originates 
from  the  people  ;  all  centers  in  the  crown,  and  in  the  clficcrs  of  its 
nomination. 

When  the  conqucfts  of  the  Spaniards  in  America  were  completevl, 
their  monarchs,  in  forniing  tlie  plan  oi  internal  poliL-y  for  their  new 
dominions,  divided  them  into  two  imm,;nfe  governments,  one  fub- 
jeft  to  the  viceroy  of  New-Spain,  the  other  to  the  viceroy  of  I'eri) ; 
the  jurildietion  of  the  former  exter.ded  over  all  the  provinces  belou^!,- 
ing  to'  Spain  in  the  northern  divillon  of  the  American  contincnc; 
imde;  thai  of  the  latter,  w.is  comprehfuded  whatever  flte  polleffcd  in 
ikiuth- America.  This  arrangement,  which,  from  the  beginnii;?, 
was  attended  with  many  inconveniencits,  became  intolerable  wIkmi 
tne  remote  provinces  of  each  vice-royalty  began  to  improve  in  iadulhy 
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S"ii.l  population.     As  a  remedy  for  thofe  ev'i!s,  a  third  vice-roy;iIty  has 

b.cii  cflabliflicd  in  the  prcfcnt  century  at  Santa  Fc  dc  Bogota,  the 

iTipital  of  the  new  kingdojii  of  Granada,  the  jurifdiiftion  of  uhtch 

extends  over  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ticrra  I'irmJ  and  the  province 

of  Qnito.     Thofe  viceroys  not  only  reprcfent  the  perf«ui  oi  their 

fovereign,  but    poflcfs  his  regal  preiMgatives  within  the  jniecimAs  of 

their  own  governments,  in  their  urmr)rt  extent.     Like  hiTi,  they  e^- 

trc'.le  fiipreine  authority  in  every  de];artmet)t  of  government,  civil, 

n.ilitnry  and  criminal.     They  have  tl'.e  fo!e  right  of  nominating  tiis 

pcrfons  who  hold  many   ofiices  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  the 

c.-cafional  privilege  of  fuj)j)!ying  iImIc  which,    when  they  become 

\r,C3nt  by  death,  are  in  the  royal  gift,  v.n til  the  fnccelfor  appointed 

by  t!'-c  king  ibn!!  arrive.    The  external  pomp  of  their  government  is 

lu'.ttd  to  its  real  dignity  and  power.     Their  courts  are  formed  upoti 

'.!■,';  model  of  that  at  Madrid,  with  horfe  and  foot  guards,  a  houfliold 

ri:'.;'ilarly  eiiahliflicd,  nim-serous  ittendants,  and  enfigns  of  command, 

(1. (playing  fuch  magnificence  as  hardly  ictains  the  appearance  pt  de- 

lt:;atcd  authority. 

But  as  tlie  viceroys  cannot  (riri.hargc  in  perfon  the  funcflions  of  a 
fiipreme  niagiftrate  in  every  p;'.rt  of  their  exterifivc  jurifdiction,  tUtr- 
are  aided  in  their  government  by  oilicers  and  t;  ibunais   fiinilar  to 
thofe  in  Spain.     The  condudt  of  civil  atf.iirs  in  the  various  provinces 
.tnt!  diftrids,  into  which  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  America  aie  di- 
vided, is  committed  to  magilliates  of  various  orders  and  denomina- 
tio:i5 ;  fome  appointed  by  the  king,  others  by  the  viceroy,  but  a!l 
\\\hw.c.t  to  the   command  of  tlie  latter,  and  amenable  to  his  jnrif- 
didion.     The  adminiflration  of  jufticc  is  vcfted  in  tribunals,  known 
by  the  name  of  Audience?,  and  formed  upon  the  model  of  the  court 
I'f  chancery  in  Spain.     Thefe  arc  eleven  in  number,  and  difpenfe 
"lilice  to  as  many  diilrirts,  into  wliieix  the  Spanidi  domiaicns  in 
America  are  di\ided.     The  number  of  judges  in  the  court  of  Au- 
dience is  various,  according  to  the  extent  and  importance  of  their  ju- 
nidi'ftion.     The  ftation  is  no  lefs  honourable  th.tn  lucrative.     Both 
civil  and  criminal  caul'es  come  r.iider  their  cogni?.ance,  and  tor  cacU 
peculiar  judges  are  ftt  apart.     The  Spanith  vieero\  s  h.ive  often  at- 
tempted to  intrude  themfelves  into  the  feat  of  jufiiee,  atid  with  ar 
i^mbition  which  their  diilance  from   the  Cv^ntroui  of  a  fuperior  re  1- 
(Iv  led  bold,  have  afpircd  at  a  po'.vor  which  even  their  mafter  does  u<-x 
venture  to  aflame.     In  order  to  check  aiiulurpation  which  mufl  have 
saaiialatcd  juliice  and  fccuriry  in  t!ie  .-^panifli  colonies,  by  fubjc(5ling 
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the  lives  and  property  of  all  to  the  will  of  a  fingle  man,  the  viceroys 
have  been  prohibited,  in  the  moil  explicit  terms,  by  repeated  lawb, 
from  interfering  in  the  judicial  proceeu..:g3  of  the  courts  of  Audience, 
or  from  delivering  an  opinion,  or  giving  a  voice  with  refpcft  to  any 
point  litigated  before  them.     In  fomc  particular  cafes,  in  which  any 
qucftion  of  civil  right  is  involved,  even  the  political  regulations  of 
the  viceroy  may  be  brought  under  the  review  of  the  court  of  Audi- 
ence,   which,  in  thofe  inftances,  may  be  deemed  an   intermediate 
power  placed  between  him  and  the  people,  as  a  conftitutional  barrier 
to  circumfcribe  his  jurifdidtion.     Eut  as  legal  reftraints  on  a  perfou 
who  reprefents  the  fovcreign,  and  is  clothed  with  his  authority,  are 
lirtlo  Anted  to  the  gf;nius  of  Spiinifli  policy,  the  hefitation  and  re- 
fcrve  with  which  it  confers  this  power  on  the  courts  of  Audience  are 
nmarkable.     They  may  advifc,  they  may  remonftrate ;  but,  in  the 
event  of  a  di!ei5l  coUifion  between  their  opinion  and  the  will  of  the 
viceroy,    what  he  determines  mull  be  carried  into  executiouj  atid 
nothing  remains  for  them  but  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  king  and 
tlic  coiinr;]  of  the  Indies.     Upon  the  death  of  a  viceroy,  without 
any  provifion  of  a  fncccflbr  by  the  king,  the  fupreme  power  is  veiled 
in  the  court  of  Audience  refident  in  the  capital  of  the  vice-royalty, 
and    the    fenior  judgf,    aflifled  by  his  brethren,    exercifes  all  the 
fun£lijns  of  the  viceroy  while  the  office  continues  vacant.     In  mat- 
ters which  come  inider  the  cognizance  of   the  Audiences,    in  the 
courfe  of  their  ordinary  jurifdiction,  as  courts  of  juflice,  their  fen- 
tences  arc  final  in  every  litigation  concerning  property  of  lefs  value 
than  fiM  thoufaiul  pefos ;  but  when  the  fubjed  in  difpute  txceeds 
that  fum,  their  deciiions  are  fubiect  to  review,  and  may  be  carried 
by  appeal  before  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies. 

In  this  council,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  monarchy  tor 
dignity  and  power,  is  veiled  the  iupreme  government  of  all  the 
Spanilh  dominions  in  Am^iica.  It  w;'.3  firit  ellabliflicd  by  Ferdinaiul, 
in  the  j  c;\r  i :;  1 1,  and  brought  inro  a  more  perfcfl  form  by  Charles  V. 
in  the  year  i:;24.  Its  jurifui(!^ion  extends  to  every  department,  ec- 
clcfialtical,  civil,  militaiy  and  commercial.  All  laws  and  ordinancei 
relative  to  the  govermnent  and  police  of  the  colonics  originate  there, 
and  nnift  be  approved  of  by  two-thirds  of  the  members,  bjiora 
they  me  illueJ  in  the  n:ime  of  the  ki.ng.  All  the  olHccs,  of  which 
the  nomination  is  referved  to  the  crown,  are  conferred  in  this  coua- 
cil.  To  it  each  perfon  employed  iu  America,  from  the  viceroy  down- 
wards, is  accountable  :   it  revlcv.  5  their  condu6l^  rewiudj  their  1-r- 
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vices,  and  infliifts  the  piininiments  due  to  their  malverfations :  before 
it,  is  laid  all  the  intelligence,  either  public  or  fecrct,  received 
from  America,  and  every  fchcme  of  improving  the  adminillration, 
the  police,  or  the  commerce  of  the  colonies,  is  fiibmiited  to  Its  con- 
fidcration.  From  the  firfl:  inftitiition  of  the  council  of  the  Indies,  it 
has  been  the  conftant  objed^  01  the  catholic  monarchs  to  maintain  its 
authority,  and  to  make  fuch  additions  from  time  to  time,  both  to 
its  power  and  its  fplendor,  as  might  render  it  formidable  to  all  their 
j'ubjec^s  in  the  new  world.  Whatever  dci^ree  of  public  order  and 
virtue  (till  remains  in  that  country,  where  fo  many  circumftanccs 
confpire  to  relax  the  formtr,  and  to  corrupt  the  latter,  may  be  af- 
dbed  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  wife  regulations  and  vigilant  infpeiStlon 
of  this  refpe6>ablc  tribunal. 

As  the  king  is  fuppofed  to  be  always  prefcnt  in  his  rouncil  of  the 
Indies,  its  meetings  are  held  in  the  place  where  he  rclides.  Another 
tribunal  has  been  inftituted,  in  order  to  icgulate  fuch  commercial 
affairs  as  required  the  immediate  anil  perlbnal  inljie^tion  of  thofe 
appointed  to  fuperintcnd  them  :  this  is  called  Cafa  dc  la  Contrata- 
cion,  or  the  houfe  of  trade,  and  was  eftabliflicd  in  Seville,  the  port 
to  which  commerce  with  the  new  world  was  confined,  as  early  as 
the  year  1501.  It  may  be  confulered  both  as  a  board  of  trade  and 
ss  a  court  of  judicature  :  in  the  former  rapacity,  it  takes  cognizance 
of  whatever  relates  to  the  intercourfc  cf  Spain  with  America  ;  it  re- 
v'llatcs  what  commodities  fliould  be  exported  tliithcr,  and  has  the 
uifpe(flion  of  fuch  as  are  received  in  return  ;  it  decides  concerning 
the  departure  of  the  llcets  iov  the  Weft-Indicf,  the  freight  and  bur- 
den of  the  fliips,  their  equipment  and  dcftination  :  in  the  latter  ca- 
pacity it  judges  with  refpeft  to  every  que  ftion,  ci.il,  commercial,  or 
c.-iminal,  arifing  in  confequence  of  the  tranlaetions  of  Spain  with 
America;  and  in  both  thefe  departmeutb,  its  di.ciliMu  arc.  exempted 
li'iom  the  review  of  any  court  l)ut  that  of  the  council  of  the  Indies. 

Such  15  the  great  outline  of  that  fy  item  of  y/)vcriii  c;it  which  Spain 
wseftabliflied  in  her  American  colonies.  To  enumerate  the  various 
Iv.virdinate  boards  and  officers  employed  in  tiie  adminiflration  of 
Iwitice,  in  cc^Uecfting  tlie  public  revenue,  and  ui  regulating  the  interior 
Ipolice  of  the  countr\'  ;  to  defcribe  iheir  diticrent  functitMis,  and  to 
Inquire  into  the  mode  and  effect  of  their  operations,  vvouU'  prove  a 
p^tiil  no  lefs  intricate  than  minute,  and  uninterefting. 
The  firft  object  of  the  Spanifli  m.onarehs  was  to  fecure  the  pro- 
jli^uions  of  the  colonies  to  the  parent  (late,  by  an  abfoUite  prohibi- 
VoL.lV.  A  a  tio« 
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tion  of  any  intcrcourle  with  forrigfi  nations.     They  took  poircfllon 
of  Ameiica  by  right  of  conqucft,  and,  ronfcious  not  only  of  the 
fecblentfs  of  thi:ir   infant  Icttlcmcnts,  but  aware  of  the  difficulty  in 
cftablilhifig  tlu;ir  domitiion  ovtr  rec^iona  iio  extenfive,  or  in  retaining 
{()  many  rcludaiii:  nations  under  the  yoke,  they  dreaded  the  intrulion 
ot  fnangcrs;  they  even  rtmnncd  tl/ir  inf[)c-dion,  and  endeavoured  to 
keep  them  at  a  (hftance  from  their  coafts.     Tiiis  fniiitof  jealoufy  and 
excliifion,  which  at  firft  w  .;;  natural,  and  perhaps  neceflary,  aug.nentcd 
as  their  pufilllior.s  in  Amcrira  extended,  and  the  value  of  them  came 
to  be  more  fully  \indcrftood  :  in  confequcnce  of  it,  a  'yftem  of  co- 
lonizin;;  was   introduced,  to  which   thcic  h  ul  hitherto  been  nothing 
fimilar  among  mankind,     la  their  American  lettlemcnis,  the  Spanifli 
nionr.rchs  took  what  was  peculiar  to  each,  and  Itudied  to  unite  them. 
By  fcndin^j  colonies   to   regions  fo  remote,  by  eftablifliing  in  c.uh  a 
form  ot  interior  policy  and  athiiiniftration,  under  diftinct  governors, 
and  with  peculiar  laws,  they  disjoined  them  from  the  nu  ; her  coun- 
try.    By  retaining  in  their  own  hands  the  rights  of  Ugillation,  as 
well  as  that  of  impofuig  taxes,  together  with  the  power  of  nomii  .;mg 
the  perfons  who  filled  every  department  of  executive  government, 
civil  or  military,    they  ftcuied  their  dependence  upon  the  parent 
ftate.     Happily  for  Spain,  t!ie  fituation  of  her  colonies  was  fuch,  as 
rendered  it  pollible  to  reduce  this  new  idea  into  praftice.     Almoft 
all  the  countries  which  flie  had  dilcovered  and  occupied  lay  witiiin 
the  tropics.     The  j^roduftions  of  that  large  portion  of  the  globe  iire 
tlilferent  fiom  thofe  of  Europe,  even  in  its  moft  fouthern  provinces. 
The  qualities  of  tlie  climate  and  of  the  foil  naturally  turn  the  in- 
cluftry  of  fuch  as  fettle  there  into  new  channels.    When  the  Spanianlj 
firfl:  took  pofTefiion  of  their  dominions  in  America,  the  precious  metils 
which  they  yielded  were  the  only  obje£t  that  attracted  their  attention. 
Even  when  their  efforts  began  to  take  a  better  direction,  they  em- 
ployed themlclvcs  almoil  wholly  in  rearing  fuch  peculiar  productioiu 
cf  the  climate,  as,  front  their  rarity  or  value,  were  of  chief  demand  j 
in  the  mother  country.     Allured   by  vaft  profpefts  of  immediaiej 
wealth,  they  difdaincd  to  walk-  their  induftry  on  what  was  lefs  liun- 
live,  but  of  fupcrior  moment.     In  order  to  render  it  impofliblefoi 
corrcft  thi;>  error,  and  to  prevent  them  from  making  any  efforts  in 
'nduftry  which  might  interlere  with  thofe  of  the  mother  coimtrsj 
the  eflablilhment  of  fcveral  fpecics  of  manufactures,  and  even  the! 
cultine  of  the  vine,   or  olive,  are  prohibited  in  the  Spanifh  colonic;,! 
under  fc\ere  penalties.     They  muft  truft  entirely  to  the  motherl 

couiur/I 


GOVERNMENT,   TRADE,    ^'C.  179 

country  for  the  objeds  of  primary  ntccffity.  Their  clothes,  thtir 
furniture,  their  initruments  of  labour,  their  hixuries,  aiul  even  a 
confidcrablc  part  of  the  provilions  uhich  they  conlumc,  were  im- 
ported from  Spain.  During  a  great  part  of  the  lixtcenth  century, 
Spain,  poUeHiiig  an  extenlive  comtneicc  and  tlourilhing  nianul'ac- 
tures,  could  fupply  with  caf;  the  growing  demands  oi'  hor  colonies 
tr«m  her  own  flores.  The  prouiux'  of  their  mines  and  plantations 
was  given  in  exchange  for  thcfe  :  but  all  that  the  colonies  received,  as 
well  Oi  all  that  they  gave,  was  conveyed  in  Spanifli  bottoms ;  no 
vtlili  belonging  to  the  colonies  vva'j  ever  [)ermittcd  to  carry  the  com- 
moJities  of  America  to  Europe  :  even  the  commercial  intercourfe  of 
one  colcny  with  another  was  either  abfolutely  prohibited,  or  limited 
by  many  jealous  reftrictions.  All  that  America  yields  flows  into  the 
puits  of  Spain  all  that  it  confumcs  mull  iflue  from  them.  No  fo- 
reigner can  cm '  •  its  colonieb  without  exprefs  permillion  ;  no  vcflel 
ol  any  foieign  nation  is  received  ir.to  their  harbours  ;  and  the  pains 
of  death,  with  confii'cation  of  moveables,  are  dc.iouiiced  agalnft: 
tvcry  inhabitant  who  prefnuiLS  to  trade  with  them.  Thus  the  colonies 
are  kept  in  a  Hate  of  perpetual  pupillage ;  ;:nd  by  the  uitrodu6lioa 
of  this  commercial  dcpencieiu  e,  a  refi:' ;iiient  in  policy,  of  which 
bpuin  fet  the  iirll  example  to  the  European  nations,  the  fupremacy 
of  the  parent  (late  hath  been  maintained  over  remote  colonies  during 
niorc  than  two  ccntuiies  and  a  half. 

Such  are  the  maxims  to  which  the  Spanifli  monarchs  fccm  to 
have  attended  in  forming  their  new  lettiements  in  America  :  but  they 
coiiid  not  plant  with  the  fame  rapidity  that  they  had  deftroyed  ;  and, 
from  many  concurring  caules,  their  progrefs  has  been  extremely 
flow  in  filling  up  the  immenfe  void  which  their  dcvaftation  had  oc- 
cafioncd.  Migration  and  population  has  been  fo  much  damped,  that 
fixty  years  after  the  dii'covery  of  the  new  world,  the  number  of 
Spaniards,  in  all  its  provinces,  is  computed  not  to  have  exceeded 
fifteen  thoufand. 

The  mode  in  which  property  was  diftributcd  in  the  Spanifli  colonies, 
and  the  regulations  eftabliflied  with  refpedt  to  the  tranfmiffion  of  it, 
whether  by  defcent  or  by  falc,  were  extremely  unfavourable  to  po- 
pulation. In  order  to  promote  a  rapid  increafe  of  people  in  any 
new  fcttlement,  property  in  land  ought  to  be  divided  into  fmall 
llures,  and  the  alienation  of  it  fliould  be  rendered  extremely  eafy. 
But  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  Spanifli  conquerors  of  the  new  world 
paid  no  regard  to  this  fundamerual  maxim  of  policy  j  and,  as  they 
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polTcnid  power,  which  onahltd  them  to  gratify  the  ufmofl  extravs. 
gance  of  their  widics,  many  Icizccl  diflrifts  of  great  extent,  and  held 
them  as  encomlciulas,  l?y  de};iees  they  obtained  the  privilege  of 
converting  a  I'nrt  of  thcfc  into  mnyorafgos,  a  fpccies  of  rtcf,  intro- 
dijccd  into  the  Spanifh  fjrtcm  of  feudal  juiifprudence,  which  can 
neither  Wc  divided  nor  alienated.  Tluis  a  great  portion  of  landed 
property,  under  this  r'gid  form  of  entail,  is  withheld  from  ciirnJa- 
tion,  and  defcends  froiii  father  to  fon  nnimprovc*.!,  and  of  little  va* 
hie  either  to  ihe  proprietor  or  to  the  community. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  the  fnpport  of  the  enormous  and  ex- 
penfivc  l..l)ric  of  their  ecclefiaftical  cftabliflnnent  has  been  a.  burden 
on  the  SpaniHi  colonic?,  which  has  retarded  the  proprefs  of  popula- 
tion and  induftry.  The  payment  of  tythcs  is  a  heavy  tax  on  in- 
duftry;  and  if  the  exaction  of  them  be  not  regulated  and  tircum- 
fcribed  by  the  wifdom  of  tlic  civil  magiftraro,  it  becomes  intolerable 
and  ruinous:  but,  inftead  of  any  relhaint  on  the  claims  of  ecilifi- 
aftics,  the  inconfulerate  /cal  of  the  Spanidi  legiflatois  admitted  them 
into  America  in  then"  full  extent,  and  at  once  impoled  on  their  in- 
fant coionies  a  burden  which  is  in  no  flight  degree  opprelTive  tu  lo- 
ciety,  even  in  its  nioft  improved  flaic.  •   ' 

By  the  famous  regulanons  of  Charles  V.  in  1542,  the  hii;h  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  cnnqvicrors  of  the  new  world,  who  confidered  us 
inhabitants  as  ;l:iv(  s,  to  whofe  fervice  they  had  acquired  a  full  ri:7hc 
of  propertv,  were  finally  abrogated.  From  that  period  the  Indimu 
liavc  been  reputed  freemen,  and  entitled  to  {he  fir  it' ilt'^es  of  fuhje^i^. 
When  admitted  into  this  rank,  \tv:vi%(icftne<ijuji,  that  they  Ihould 
copiributc  to\v;irds  the  fupport  and  improvement  of  the  fociety 
which  had  adopted  them  as  meml)er3.  But  as  no  conluierable  benefit 
could  be  expected  from  the  voluntary  efibrts  of  men  unacquainted 
with  regular  induftry,  and  averfe  to  labour,  the  court  of  Spaia 
found  it  necclfary  to  fix  and  fee ure,  by  proper  regulations,  what  it 
thought  realbnable  to  exat't  from  them.  With  this  view,  an  annual 
tax  was  impofed  upon  every  male  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  fifty; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  the  nature  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  fervices 
which  they  might  be  required  to  perform  were  afcertained  with  pre- 
cifion.  This  tribute  varies  in  diifercnt  provinces;  but  if  we  take 
that  paid  in  New-Spain  as  a  medium,  its  annual  amount  is  nearly 
four  fliiilings  u  head.  P'.very  Indian  is  either  an  in, mediate  vafl'al  of 
the  crown,  or  d(?pcnds  upon  fbme  fubjed  to  whom  the  diftrict  ia 
which  he  refides  has  been  gr.uited  for  a  limited  time,  under  the  de- 

nominaiioa 


'i'he  mode  o 
ti'-ins  ;ire  called 
!  -Tion  can  be  co 
'alicd  out  mulf 
'""'•i<^^  JnNeu 
''■■'•■<'  at  f,)i„-  in 
^''-'Jians  as  are  c 

•';'"es,  remains 

^'"s  a  iaboiirer 

^' '"'IS  more  than 

'''^;^"ce  than  thi 

I  ^'-'''on  cmj)loye 

"'■  ^f'H'itry  com 

'•■^■i  elevated  regi 


GOVERNMENT,   TRADE,    6cc.  iSl 

noiiilnation  of  an  oico^uietifla.  In  the  former  cai'e,  about  tlircc-fourrlii 
of  the  tax  is  paid  into  the  royal  tiealury  ;  in  the  latter,  the  fame 
proportion  ot  ii  l)clongs  to  the  hold'  i    if  the  grant. 

The  benefit  ariling  from  the  forvices  of  the  Indinns  accrues  either 
to  the  crown,  or  to  the  holder  of  the  encomienila,  accordiiu;  to  the 
fame  rule  obierved  in  the  payment  of  tribute  :  thofe  fervices,  how- 
ever, which  can  now  be  ler.ally  cxaifted,  arc  very  diftercnt  from  the 
talks  originally  impofed  upon  the  Indians.     The  nature  of  the  work 
which  they  muil  perform  is  defined,  and  a  reconipcnce  is  granted  for 
tlieir  labour.     The  fhited  fervices  demuuled  of  the  Indians  niny  be 
divided   into  two  brandies:  they  arc  either  cniplo.   :1  u   woiks  of 
primal}  neceility,  without  which  focicty  cannot  rub'.  A  coirfortably, 
'ir  arc  compelled  to  labour  in  the  mines,  from  wiiich  t'lC  Spanilh 
colonii     Herivc  their  chief  value  and  importance.     In  confequenceof 
the  f'       .1,  they  are  obliged  to  alliil  in  the  culture  of  maize  and 
oiher  grain  of  necefFary  confumption  ;  in  tending  cattle  ;  in  eredinjj 
cdilices  of  pubic  utility;   in  building  bridges,  and  in  forming  higli 
icacis ;  but  they  cannot   be  conftrained  to  labour  in  raifing  vines, 
oiivcs  and   lugar-cines,  or  any  fpecies  of  cultivation,  which  has  for 
object  the  gratiiication  ol  luxury  or  mmniercial  profit.    In  con- 
kniicnce  of  the  latter,  the  Indians  are  compelled  to  undertake  the 
wore  unpleafant  talk,  of  extracting  ore  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
iiui  of  retiniiig  it  by  fucteiilve  procell'es,  no  lefs  unwholefome  than 
cpcrofe. 

The  mode  of  exacting  both  theie  fervices  is  the  fame.  The  In- 
dians are  called  out  fuccelhvely  in  divifions,  termed  Mitas,  and  no 
{'crfon  can  be  compelled  to  go  but  in  his  turn.  In  I'eru,  the  number 
ullcd  out  mnl>  not  exceed  the  feventh  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  any 
(lillriit.  In  New-Spain,  where  the  Indians  are  more  numerous,  it  is 
t:xi.'d  at  four  in  the  hundred.  During  what  time  the  labour  of  furii 
liidians  as  are  employed  in  agriculture  contir.ues,  we  have  not  been 
"ble  to  learn  :  but  in  Peru,  each  mita,  or  divllion,  dcitined  for  the 
"lines,  remains  thei-e  lix  months  ;  and  while  eiii^i'gcd  in  this  fer- 
\i"e,  a  labourer  never  receives  lefs  than  two  fliillings  a  day,  and  oftca 
tu-iis  more  than  double  that  fum.  No  Indian,  reiiding  at  a  greater 
tubnce  thnn  thirty  miles  from  a  mine,  is  included  in  the  mita,  or 
^i'-ifion  employed  in  working  it;  nor  arc  the  inhabitants  of  the 
v  country  compelled  to  remove  from  that  warm  climate  to  the 
I '^y-i  elevated  regions  where  minerals  abound. 
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The  Indians  who  live  in  the  principal  towns  are  entirely  fubjed  Co 
the  Spanifli  laws  and  magiftrates,  but  in  their  own  villages  they  are 
governed  by  caziques,  fome  of  whom  are  the  del'cendantj  of  their 
ancient  lords,  others  are  named  by  the  Spanifli  viceroys.  Thefe  re- 
gulate the  petty  affairs  of  the  people  under  them,  according  to  max- 
ims tranfmitted  to  them  by  tradition  from  their  anccftors.  A  certain 
portion  of  the  referved  fburth  of  the  annual  tribute  is  deftined  for 
the  Hilary  of  the  caziques  and  proteftors  ;  another  is  applied  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  clergy  employed  in  the  inftrudion  of  the  Indians. 
Another  part  feems  to  be  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians 
themlielves,  and  is  applied  for  the  payment  of  their  tribute  in  years 
of  famine,  or  when  a  particular  dillrid  is  aftccled  by  any  extraordi- 
nary local  calamity.  Belides  this,  provifion  is  made  by  various  laws, 
that  hofpitals  fliall  he  founded  in  every  new  fettlement  for  the  re- 
ception of  Indians.  Such  hofpitals  have  accordingly  been  ercded, 
both  for  the  indigent  and  infirm,  in  Lima,  in  Cu7.co,  and  in  Mexico, 
where  the  Indians,  on  the  v/hole,  may  be  faid  to  be  treated  with 
tendernefs  and  humanity.  Such  are  the  leading  principles  in  the 
jurifprudence  and  policy  by  which  the  Indians  are  now  governed  in 
the  provinces  belonging  to  Spain. 

Together  with  the  form  of  civil  government  in  the  Spanifli  colo- 
nics, the  peculiarities  in  their  ecclefiaflical  conflitution  merit  confide- 
ration.  Notwithftanding  the  fuperftitious  veneration  with  which  tl;c 
Spaniards  are  devoted  to  the  holy  fee,  the  vigilant  and  jealous  policy 
of  Ferdinand  early  prompted  him  to  take  precautions  againft  the  In- 
troduiSion  of  the  pnpal  dominion  into  America.  With  this  view,  he 
folicitcd  Alexander  VI.  for  a  grant  to  the  crown  of  the  tythes  in  all 
thenewly-difcovered  countries,  which  he  obtained  on  condition  of  his 
making  provifion  for  the  religious  inftrudion  of  the  natives.  Sooti 
after  Julius  II.  conferied  on  him,  and  his  fucccflbrs,  the  right  of  pa- 
tronage, and  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  all  eccleflaftical  beneikes  there. 
In  confequence  of  thofe  grants,  the  Spanifli  monarchs  have  become 
in  eft-e£t  the  heads  of  the  American  church  :  in  them  the  admij'ii- 
tration  of  its  revenues  is  veiled,  and  their  nomination  of  perfons  to 
fupply  vacant  benefices  is  inftantly  confirmed  by  the  pope.  Thus, 
in  ail  Spanifli  America,  nuthoriiv  of  every  fpecics  centers  in  the 
crown :  there  no  collifion  is  known  between  fpiritual  and  temporal 
jurifdiction  ;  the  king  is  the  only  fuperior,  his  name  alone  is  beard  oi, 
and  no  cicpendencc  upon  a  iy  toreign  power  has  been  introduced. 
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The  hierarchy  is  eftabliflKd  in  the  fame  fonti  as  in  Spain,  with 
its  full  train  of  archbiftiops,  bifliops,  deans  and  other  tiignitaries. 
The  inferior  clergy  are  divided  into  three  claiFes,  under  the  deno- 
mination of  curas,  doftrineros  and  miffioneros.  The  firft  are  pariflj 
piiefts  in  thofe  parts  of  the  country  where  the  Spaniaids  have  Itttled; 
the  fecond  have  the  charge  of  fuch  diftridts  as  are  inhabited  by  In- 
dians fubjefted  to  the  Spanifli  government,  and  living  under  its  pro* 
tedion  ;  the  third  are  employed  in  inftruding  and  converting  thofe 
fiercer  tribes  which  difdain  fubmiliion  to  the  Spanidi  yolce,  and  live 
in  remote  or  inacceffible  regions,  to  which  the  Spanidi  arms  have  not 
penetrated.  So  numerous  are  the  ecclcfiadics  of  all  thoie  various 
orders,  and  fuch  the  profufe  liberality  with  which  many  of  them  are 
endowed,  that  the  revenues  of  the  tluirch  in  America  arc  immenfe. 

In  viewing  the  ftate  of  colonies,  where  not  only  the  number  but 
influence  of  ccclefiaflics  is  fo  great,  the  charnder  of  this  powerful 
body  is  an  object  that  merits  particular  attention.     A  confiderable 
part  of  the  fecular  clergy  in  Mexico  and  Peru  are  natives  of  Spain. 
As  perfons  long  accuftomed,  by  their  educntion,  to  the  retirement 
and  indolence  of  academic  life  are  more  incapable  of  aftive  enter- 
prife,  and  lefs  difpofed  to  ftrike  into  new  paths,  than  any  order  of 
men,  the  ecclefiaftical  adventurers  by  whom  the  American  church  is 
recruited,    are    commonly   fuch   as,    from   merit  or  rank  in   life, 
have  little  profpe»S  of  fuccefs  in  their  own  country.     Accordingly, 
the  fecular  priefts  in  the  new  world  are  ftill  lefs  diilinguiilied  than 
their  brethren  in  Spain  for  literary  accomplifliments  of  any  fpecies; 
and  though,  by  the  ample  proviiion  which  has  been  made  for  the 
American  church,  many  of  its  members  enjoy  the  eafc  and  inde- 
pendence which  are  favourable  to  the  cultivation  of  fcience,    the 
body  of  fecular  clergy  has  hardly,  duruig  two  centuries  and  a  half, 
produced  one  author  vvhofe  works  convey  fuch  ufeful  information, 
or  pofieis  fuch  a  degree  of  merit,    as  to  be  ranked  among  thofe 
which  attraft  the  attention  of  enlightened  nations.     But  the  greatcft 
part  of  the  ecclefiaftics  in  the  Spanifli  fettlements  are  regulars.     The 
firft  attempt  to  inftruiH:  and  convert  the  Americans  was  made  by 
inonk?,  and,  as  ibon  as  the  conquell  of  any  province  was  completed, 
and  its  eccleuaftical  eftabliflunent  began  to  alfume  fome  form,  the 
popes  permitted  the  miffionaries  of  the  four  mendicant  orders,  as  a 
reward  for  their  fcrvices,  to  accept  of  parociiial  charges  in  America, 
to  perform  all  fpiritual  functions,  and  to  receive  the  tythes  and  other 
emoluments  of  the  benefice,  without  depending  on  the  jurifdiclion 
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of  the  biftiop  of  the  diocefe,  or  being  fubject  to  his  ccnfiires.  la 
ccnreqiience  of  this,  a  ntw  career  ot  ulefiilnefs,  as  well  as  new  ob- 
jerts  of  ambition,  prefentcd  themfclves.  Whenever  a  call  is  madp 
for  a  fre(h  fupply  of  miilionaries,  men  of  the  moll  ardent  utid 
afi)iring  ininds,  impatient  under  the  reftraint  of  a  cloifter,  weary 
of  its  infipid  uniformity,  and  fatigued  with  the  irkfomc  repetition 
of  Its  frivulous  funcT;ions,  offer  their  iervice  with  eagernefs,  and  re- 
pair to  the  new  world  in  queft  of  liberty  and  diftinftion :  nor  do 
they  purfue  diftinftion  without  fucccfs ;  the  highcft  tcclcfiaftical  ho- 
nours, as  well  as  the  moil  lucrative  preferments  in  Mexico  and 
Verii,  are  often  in  tlie  hands  of  regulars  ;  and  it  is  chiefly  to  the  mo- 
Eaftic  orders  tliat  the  Americans  arc  indebted  for  any  portion  of 
fcicnce  that  is  cultivated  among  them.  They  are  almoll  the  only 
Spanifli  ecclcfiariics  from  whom  we  have  received  any  accounts,  either 
of  the  civil  or  natural  hiilory  of  the  various  provinces  in  Amei'ica. 

From  this  br  cf  furvey,  fome  iJea  may  be  formed  of  the  interior 
fiateof  the  S'  -inifli  colonies.  The  fvilem  of  commercial  intercoiirfe 
between  ti:em  comes  ne::t  in  order  to  be  explained.  If  the  dominions 
of  Spain  in  tlv  new  vvorld  had  been  of  fuch  moderate  extent,  as 
bore  a  due  proportion  to  the  parent  flare,  the  progrefs  of  her  colo- 
nizing  mi!j;ht  have  been  attended  with  the  fame  benefit  as  that  of 
Other  nations  :  i)iit  when,  in  lefs  than  half  a  century,  her  inconfi- 
derate  rapacity  had  ieized  on  countries  larger  th?n  all  Europe,  her 
inability  to  fill  fuch  valt  regions  with  a  number  of  inhabitants  fuflici- 
ent  for  the  cultivation  of  them,  was  fo  obvious,  as  to  give  a  wrong 
direction  to  all  the  efforts  of  the  colonifts.  Thev  did  not  form  com- 
pacl  fettlements,  where  induftry,  circumfcnbed  within  proper  limits, 
both  in  its  views  and  operations,  is  condufted  with  that  fober,  per- 
fcvering  fpirit,  which  gradually  converts  whatever  is  in  its  pofl'elfion 
to  a  proper  life,  and  derives  thence  the  greatefl  advantage.  Inftead 
of  this,  the  Spaniards,  feduced  by  the  boundlefs  profpe£l  which  opened 
to  them,  divided  their  pofleffions  in  America  into  governments^  of 
great  extent.  As  their  number  was  too  fmall  to  attempt  the  regular 
culture  of  the  immenfe  provinces,  which  they  occupied  rather  tbnn 
peopled,  they  bent  their  attention  to  a  few  objects,  that  allured  them 
with  hopes  of  iudden  and  exorbitant  gain,  and  turned  away,  with 
contempt  from  the  humbler  paths  of  induftry,  which  lead  more 
flowly,  but  with  greater  certainty,  to  wealth  and  increafe  of  national 
ftreiigth. 

Of 
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Of  all  the  methods  by  which  riches  may  be  acquired,  that  of 
ftarchlng  for  the  precious  metals  is  one  of  the  moft  inviiing  to  men, 
who  are  either  unaccuftomcd  to  the  regular  alTiduity  with  which  the 
culture  of  the  earth  and  the  operations  of  commerce  muft  be  carried 
on,  or  who  are  fo  enterprifing  aiid  rapacious  as  not  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  gradual  returns  of  profit  which  they  yield.  Accordingly,  as 
ioon  as  the  feveral  countries  in  America  were  fubje£ted  to  the  do- 
minion of  Spain,  this  was  almoft  the  only  method  of  acquiring 
wealth  which  occurred  to  the  adventurers  by  whom  they  were  con- 
quered. Such  provinces  of  the  continent  as  did  not  allure  them  to 
fettle,  by  the  profpeft  of  their  affording  gold  and  filver,  were  totally 
neglefted.  Thofe  in  which  they  met  with  a  difappointment  of  the 
fanguine  expc<Satioris  they  had  formed  were  abandoned.  Even  the 
value  of  the  iflands,  the  firfi-fruits  of  their  difcoveries,  and  the  firll 
objeft  of  their  attention,  funk  fo  much  in  their  eftimation,  when 
the  mines  which  had  been  opened  in  them  were  exhaufted,  that 
they  were  deferted  by  many  of  the  planters,  and  left  ta  be  occupied 
by  more  induftrious  poffeflbrs.  AH  crowded  to  Mexico  and  Peru, 
where  the  quantities  of  gold  and  filver  found  anhong  the  natives^ 
t^'ho  fearched  for  them  with  little  induftry  and  lefs  ftill,  promifed  ail 
unexhauftfcd  dorej  as  the  recompence  of  more  inteHigent  and  perfe- 
rering  efforts. 

During  feveral  years,  the  ardour  of  their  refearch'es  was  kepi  up 
by  hope  rather  than  fuccefs.  At  length,  the  rich  filver  mines  of 
Potofi,  in  Peru,  were  accidentally  difcovered  in  the  year  1 545,  by 
an  Indian,  as  he  was  clambering  up  the  mountain  in  purfuit  of  a 
llama  which  had  firaycd  from  his  flock.  Soon  after  tlie  mines  of  Sa- 
cotecas,  iri  New-Spain,  little  inferior  to  the  other  in  value,  were 
opened.  From  that  time,  fucceffive  difcoVefics  have  been  made  in 
both  colonies,  and  filver  mines  are  novv  fo  numerous,  that  the  work- 
ing of  them,  and  of  fome  few  mines  of  gold  in  the  provinces  of 
Tierra'  Firme,  and  the  new  kingdom  of  Granada,  has  become  the 
capital  occiTpatiort  of  the  Spaniards,  and  is  reduced  into  a  fyftena'  no 
lefs  complicated  than  interefling.  To  defcribe  the  nature  of  the 
various  ores,  the  mode  of  extrafting  them  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  and  to  explain  the  feveral  procefles  by  which  the  metals  are 
Separated  from  the  fubftances  with  which  they  are  mingled,  either  by 
the  aftion  of  fire,  or  the  attraftive  powers  of  mercury,  is  the  pro- 
vince of  the  natural  philofopher  or  chyraift,  rather  than  of  the 
hiftorian. 
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The  exuberant  profufion  with  wliich  the  mountains  of  the  nert 
world  poured  forth  their  trcafures  aftoniflied  mankind,  who  had 
been  hitherto  accuftomed  to  receive  a  penurious  fupply  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  from  the  more  fcanty  ftores  contained  in  the  mines  ot 
the  ancient  hemifpherc.  According  to  principles  of  computation, 
which  appear  to  be  extremely  moderate,  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
filver  that  has  been  regularly  entered  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  is  equal 
in  value  to  four  millions  flerling  annually,  reckoning  from  the  year 
1492,  in  which  America  was  diicovcred,  to  the  prefent  time.  Immcnfe 
as  this  f«m  is,  the  Spanifli  writers  contend,  that  as  much  mure 
ought  to  be  added  to  it,  in  confideration  of  treafure  which  has  been 
extradted  from  the  mines,  and  imported  fraudulently  into  Spain 
without  paying  duty  to  the  king.  By  this  account,  Spain  has  drawn 
from  the  new  world  a  fupply  of  wealth,  amounting  to  more  than 
two  thoufand  millions  of  pounds  fterling. 

The  mines,  which  have  yielded  this  amazing  quantity  of  treafure, 
are  not  worked  at  the  expenfe  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  public,  la 
order  to  encourage  private  adventurers,  the  perfon  who  difcovers 
and  works  a  new  vein  is  entitled  to  the  property  of  it.  Upon  laying 
his  claim  to  fuch  a  difcovery  before  the  governor  of  the  province,  a 
certain  extent  of  land  is  meafured  off,  and  a  certain  numbpr  of  In- 
dians allotted  him,  under  the  obligation  of  his  opening  the  mine 
within  a  limited  time,  and  of  his  paying  the  cuflomary  duty  to  the 
king  for  what  it  fliall  produce.  Invited  by  the  facility  with  which 
fuch  grants  are  obtained,  and  encouraged  by  fome  ftriking  examples 
of  luecefs  in  this  line  of  adventure,  not  only  the  fanguine  and  the 
bold,  but  the  timiil  and  diffident,  enter  upon  it  with  aftoniftiing  ar- 
dour. The  charms  of  this  purfuif,  like  the  rage  for  deep  play,  are 
£0  bewitching,  and  take  fuch  full  pofleffion  of  the  mind,  as  even  to 
give  a  Hew  bent  to  the  natural  temper.  Under  its  influence  the 
cautious  become  enterprifing,  and  the  covetous  profufe.  Powerfulas 
this  charm  naturally  is,  its  force  is  augmented  by  the  arts  of  an  or- 
der of  men  known  m  Peru  by  the  cant  name  oi  fe archer i :  thefe  are 
commonly  perfons  of  defperate  fortunes,  who  availing  tjiemfelves  of 
fome  (kill  in  mineralogy,  accompanied  with  the  infinuating  manner 
and  confident  pretenfions  peculiar  to  projectors,  addrefs  the  wealthy 
and  the  credulous ;  by  planfible  defcriptions  of  the  appearances 
which  they  have  difcovered  of  rich  veins  hitherto  unexplored ;  by 
producing,  when  reqwifite,  fpecimens  of  promifing  ore ;  by  afiirra- 
ing,  with  an  impofuig  aflurance,  that  fuccefs  is  certain,  and  that  uis 

,  -      cxpeofe 


GOVERNMENT,    TRADE,    &C.  187 

^penfe  muft  be  trifling,  they  feidom  fail  to  perfuade  ;  an  affocia- 
tioii  is  formed,  a  ftnali  lum  is  advanced  by  each  co-partner,  the  mine 
is  opened,  the  fearcher  is  entriiltcd  with  the  fole  dire<^i'>n  •  f  every 
operation,  unforefeen  difficulties  occur,  new  demands  of  mi-ney  are 
made,  but  amidll  a  lucccflion  of  dil'appointnicnts  and  delays, 
hops  IS  never  extinguiilied,  and  the  ardour  of  cxpedatiun  hardly 
abates. 

Such  is  the  fpirit  that  muft  be  formed,  wherever  the  oiftive  exer- 
tions of  any  fociety  are  chiefly  emp'oycd  in  wor^king  mines  of  gold 
nidfilver.  No  fpirit  is  more  advcric  to  Aich  iniprovemcnt  in  agri- 
culture and  commerce,  as  render  a  nation  rtalk  opulen'. 

But  ill  the  Spanifli  colonies,  government  is  Itudious  to  cherifli  a 
fpirit  which  it  flionkl  have  laboured  to  dtprels,  and  by  the  fandtion 
otits  approbation,  augments  that  inconflderate  credulity  which  has 
turned  the  adive  induftry  of  Mexico  and  Peru  into  fuch  an  imj-'roper 
channel.  To  this  may  be  imputed  the  flcnder  progrels  which  Spanifli 
America  has  made  during  two  centuries  and  a  lialf,  cither  in  ufeful 
m;iiuifa6tures,  or  m  thofe  lucrative  branci'.es  of  cultivation  vvhichi 
furnifli  the  colonies  of  other  nations  with  their  flaple  commo- 
dities. 

As  the  activity  and  enterprife  of  the  Spaniards  originally  took  this 
direction,  it  is  now  fo  difficult  to  bend  them  a  different  way,  that  al- 
though from  various  caufes,  the  gain  of  W(m king  mines  is  ni'ichde- 
creafed,  the  fafcination  continues,  and  almoft  every  perfon  who  takes 
any  active  part  in  the  commerce  of  New-Spain  oi  Peru,  is  lliil  en- 
gaged in  fome  adventure  ot  this  kiwd. 

Lut  though  mines  are  the  chief  objed  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
precious  metals  which  thefe  yield  form  the  principjl  arti<:!c  in  their 
commerce  with  America,  the  fertile  countries  which  they  poflefs 
there  abound  with  other  commodities  of  fuch  value  or  fcaicity,  as 
to  attract  a  confiderable  degree  of  attention.  Cochineal  is  a  produc- 
tion alraofi:  peculiar  to  Ncw-Spain,  ofluch  demand  in  commerce, 
that  the  fale  is  always  certain,  and  it  yields  fuch  profit  as  amply  re- 
wards the  labour  and  care  employed  in  rearing  tht;  curious  infedts  of 
which  this  valuable  diug  is  compofcd,  and  preparing  it  for  the 
market.  Quinquina,  or  jefuit's  bark,  the  molt  lalutary  fmiple,  per- 
haps, and  of  mo&  reftorative  vktuc,  that  Providence  has  made 
kiiovva  uato  man,  is  found  onjy  m  Peru,  to  wiiich  it  aftords  a 
lucrative  branch  of  commerce.  The  indigc^  of  CiUiitimala  js  fupe- 
rior  in  quality  to  that  of  any  province  in  America,  and  cultivated 
to  a  confiderable    e^ctent.      Cacoa,    though  not    peciiiiai  to  the 
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Spanifh  colonies,  attains  tu  its  higheft  Rate  of  perfe£^ion  there,  and 
from  the  great  copfumption  of  chocolate  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in 
America,  is  a  yaUiable  commodity.  The  tobacco  of  Cuba,  of  more 
exquifite  flavour  than  any  brought  frqm  the  new  world  ;  the  fugar 
raifed  in  that  idand,  in  Hifpaniola,  and  in  New-Spain,  together  with 
drugs  of  various  kinds,  rpay  be  mentioned  among  the  natural  pro- 
duftions  of  America,  which  enrich  the  Spanifli  commerce.  Tothefe 
niuft  be  addcd^  an  article  of  no  inconfidcrable  account,  the  exporta- 
tion of  hjdes,  for  which,  as  well  as  for  many  of  thofe  enumerated, 
the  Spaniards  are  more  indebted  to  the  wonderful  fertility  of  the 
country  than  to  their  own  forefight  and  indullry.  The  domeftic 
animals  of  Europe,  particularly  horned  cattle,  have  multiplied  in  the 
new  world  with  a  rapidity  which  almoft  exceeds  belief.  A  few  years 
after  the  Spaniards  fettled  there,  the  herds  of  tame  cattle  became  fo 
numerous,  that  their  proprietors,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  reck,* 
oned  then)  by  thoufands.  Lefs  attention  being  paid  to  them  as  they 
continued  to  increafe,  they  were  fuffered  to  run  wild,  apd  fpreading 
over  a  country  of  boundlefs  extent,  under  a  mild  climate,  and  co- 
vered with  rich  pafture,  their  number  became  immenfe.  They 
range  over  the  vaft  plains  which  extend  from  Buenos  Ayres  towards 
the  Andes,  in  herds  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  ;  and  the  unlucky 
traveller  who  once  falls  in  among  them,  may  proceed  feveral  days 
before  he  can  difentangle  himfelf  from  among  the  cro\yd  that  covers 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  fccms  to  have  no  epd.  They  are  hardly 
lefs  numerous  in  New-Spain,  and  in  feveral  other  ppvinces ;  they 
are  killed  merely  for  the  fake  of  their  hides  ;  and  the  flaughter  at  cer- 
tain feafons!  great,  that  the  ftench  of  the  carcafes  which  arc  left  lii 
the  field  wouiJ  infeft  the  air  if  large  packs  of  wild  dogs,  and  vaft  flocks 
of  gallinazos,  or  American  vultures,  the  mod  voracious  of  all  the  fea- 
thered kind,  did  not  inftantly  devour  them.  The  numbpr  of  thoi'e 
hides  exported  in  every  fleet  to  Europe  is  very  great,  and  is  a  lucra- 
tive branch  of  commerce. 

Almoft  all  thefe  may  be  conlxdered  as  ftaple  commodities  peculiar 
to  America,  and  different,  if  we  except  that  iaft  mentioned,  from  the 
produ£lipns  of  Spain. 

When  the  importation  into  Spain  of  thofe  various  articles  from 
her  scilonies  firft  became  a(5tive  and  confiderable,  her  interior  in^uftry 
and  n^anufaftures  were  in  a  ftalefoprofperous,  that  with  the  produil 
of  thefe  fhe  was  able  both  to  purchaff  the  commodities  s^  the  new 
world,  and  to  anfwer  its  growing  demands.    Under  the  reigns  of 
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Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  and  Charles  V.  Spain  was  one  of  the  inoft 
induflrious  coi)ntries   in  Europe  ;    her  manufai5turc-s  in  wool,  and 
flax,  and  filk,  were  lb  extenfive,  asnot  only  to  tiirmfli  what  was  liifi- 
ficient  tor  her  own  confumption,  but  to  aft'ord  a  I'urplus  tor  exporta- 
tion.    When  a  market  for  them,  fi)rnierly  unknown,  and  to  which 
Ihc  alone  had  accefs,  opened  in  America,  fl^e  had  recouifc  to  her  do- 
tjicftic  (lore,  and  found  there  an  abundant  fupply.    Tliis  new  em- 
ployment nmft   naturally  have  added  vivacity  to  the  fpirit  of  in- 
duftry  ;  nouri(hed  and  invigorated  by  it,  the  manufachin-s,  the  pa- 
pulation, and  wealth  of  Spain  might  have  gone  011  increaling  in  the 
fame  proportion  with  the  growth  of  her  colonics ;  but  various  caufes 
prevented  this.    The  fame  thing  happens  to  nations  as  to  individuals. 
Wealth,  which  flpws  in  gradually,  and  with  moderate  inrreafe,  feeds 
and  uouriflies  that  adlivity  which  is  friendly  to  commerce,  and  calls  it 
forth  into  vigorous  and  well-conduded  exertions ;  hut  when  opu- 
lence pours  in  fuddenly,  and  with  too  full  a  ftream,  it  overturns  all 
fober  plans  of  induftry,  and  brings  along  with  it  3  tafte  for  what  is 
wild  and  extravagant,  and  daring  in  bvilinefs  or  ir>  action.     Such  was 
the  great  and  fudden  ai»gmentatiop  of  power  and  revenue  that  the 
pofl'effion  of  America  brought  into  Spain  ;  and  fome  fymptoms  of  its 
pernicious  influence  upon  the  political  operations  of  that  monarchy 
fpon  began  to  appear. 

When  Philip  11.  afcended  the  Spanifli  throne,  with  talents  far  infe- 
rior to  thofe  of  his  father,  and  remittances  from  the  colonies  became 
a  regular  and  conftderable  branch  of  revenue,  the  fatal  operation  of 
this  rapid  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  both  on  the  monarch 
and  his  people,  was  at  once  confpicuous.    Philip,  pofl'effing  that  fpirit 
ofunceafingaffiduity,  which  often  chara£terifes  the  ambition  of  .'-tr.; 
of  moderate  talents,  entertained  fiichan  high  opinion  of  his  own  re- 
fources,  that  he  thought  nothing  too  arduous  for  him  to  undertake  ; 
fliut  up  himfelf  in  the  folitude  of  the  efcurial,  he  troubled  and  an- 
noyed all  the  nations  around  him.     He  waged  open  war  with  the 
Dutch  and  Englifli ;  he  encouraged  and  aided  a  rebellious  fadioa  in 
France ;  he  conquered  Portugal,  and  maintained  armies  and  garri- 
fons  in  Italy,  Africa,  and  both  the  Indies.    By  fuch  a  multiplicity  of 
great  and  complicated  operations,  purfued  with  ardour  during  the 
courfe  of  a  long  reign,  Spain  was  drained  both  of  men  and  money. 
Under  the  weak  adminiftration  of  his  fucceffor,  Philip  III.  the  vigour 
of  the  nation  continued  to  decreafe,  and  funk  into  the  loweft  decline, 
whea  the  inconfiderate  bigotry  of  that  monarch  expelled  at  once  near 
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n  niil'ion  of  liis  moft  indiil^iious  fubjcc^s,  at  the  very  time  when  the 
cxliaiifted  llatc  ot"  the  ki'igdom  rcciuircd  fomc  extraordinary  exertion 
cf  p()iirif;il  uii'.'cm  to  ai:j,ment  its  iuiitiIkis,  and  to  revive  its  llrcngth. 
J  any  ill  the  fcventccnth  century,  S|)riin  felt  fuch  a  diminution  in  t!ic. 
mmiher  of  her  people,  tl'.at  from  inal)iiity  to  recruir  her  armies,  ilic 
was  obliged  to  contraft  her  operations  ;  her  flouiillrinj;  niiiiuiru-turcs 
T'cre  falLn  inru  decay  ;  hpr  Hects,  which  liad  been  the  tcrrcM-  of  all 
Europe,  were  ruined;  her  extenlive  foreii^n  conimerce  was  loft; 
the  trade  between  (.lilierciit  parts  of  Iter  own  dominions  was  inter- 
rupted, and  the  (hips  which  attempted  to  cirry  it  on,  were  taken  and 
phind  cd  by  enemies  whom  flie  once  delpiled.  Even  agricul- 
ture, the  primary  objei'^  of  tnduftry  in  every  proiperous  ftate,  wiis 
nei'lcif^cd,  and  one  of  the  moft  fertile  countries  in  Euroi.e  hardly 
raifcd  \^  Iiit  was  lufficient  for  tlie  fupport  of  it.i  own  inhabitctuts. 

In  proportion  as  thepojiulation  and  manufacfturcsof  Spain  declined, 
the  demands  of  her  colonies  continued  to  iucreafe.  The  Spiininrds, 
like  their  rnonarchs,  intoxicated  with  the  wealth  which  poured  ui  an- 
nually upon  them,  deferted  the  path';  of  induftry,  to  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed,  and  repaired  with  eagernefs  to  tliofe  regions  from 
whence  this  opulence  ifl'ued.  By  this  rage  of  emigration,  another  drain 
was  opened,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  colonies  augmented  by  exhaulling 
that  of  the  moth.er  country. 

Spain,  thinned  of  people,  and  decreafing  in  induftry,  was  unable 
to  fupply  the  growing  demands  of  her  colonies ;  flie  haci  recourfe  to 
her  neighbours ;  the  manufactures  of  the  Low  Countries,  of  Eng]ai;ii, 
of  France,  and  of  Italy,  which  her  wants  called  into  exiUcnce,  o: 
animated  with  new  vivacity,  furnidied  in  abundance  whatever  flierc- 
qirircd.  In  vain  did  the  fundamental  law,  concerning  the  excliifion 
of  foreigners  from  trade  with  America,  oppofe  this  innovation.  Nr- 
ceflity,  more  powerful  than  any  ftatute,  defeated  its  operation?,  and 
conftrained  the  Spaniards  thcmlelves  to  concur  in  eluding  it.  The  ling- 
Iifli,theFrei  ch,  and  Dutch,  relying  on  thefidelity  and  honour  of  Spaiiifii 
merchants,  who  lend  their  names  to  cover  the  deceit,  continue  to  fend 
out  thrir  manufactures  to  America,  and  received  the  exorbitant  price 
for  which  they  are  fold  there,  either  in  fpecie,  or  in  the  rich  commodi- 
ties of  the  new  world.  Neither  the  dread  of  danger,  nor  the  aliiire- 
men't  of  profit,  ever  induced  a  Spanifli  faOor  to  betray  or  defraud  the 
perfon  who  confided  in  him;  and  that  probity,  which  is  thepiidennd 
diftinClion  of  the  nation,  contributes  to  its  ruin.  The  treasure  of  the 
new  world  may  therefore  be  faid  not  to  belong  to  Spain  j  before  it 
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reaches  Europe,  it  is  anticipated  as  the  price  of^oocls  purchafcd  from 
foreigners. 

Thus  the  pofll  irions  of  ^>pain  in  America  have  not  proved  a  foiirce 
of  popuhition  and  of  wraith  to  her,  in  the  lame  maimer  as  tliofc  of 
other  iMtions.  In  th«  couiviics  of  Europe,  where  tlie  fpiiit  of  in- 
(Jiiftry  <iil)fifts  in  full  vijjour,  every  pcifon  icUlcd  in  fucli  colonies  as 
are  fi  nilar  in  their  lituation  to  iholc  of  Spain,  is  i'uppofcd  to  give 
employment  to  three  or  four  at  home  in  lii])plying  liis  wants,  hut 
whcievv  r  the  motiier  country  caniut  afford  this  lupply,  every  emi- 
ora'.it  may  be  coiilidorcd  as  a  citizen  loft  to  the  community,  and 
frr;ins<-"i  s  muft  reap  all  the  hcneiit  of  anfwering  his  deniands.  Such 
h;isb-en  the  intern.il  llatc  o't  Spain  from  the  ciofe  of  tl)e  fixtecnth 
century,  and  fuch  her  inability  to  fupply  the  growing  wants  of  her 
colonies. 

The  fatal  cfieifts  of  the  difjMoportion  between  their  demands,  and 
her  capacity  of  anfworinjr  them,  have  been  much   incrcafed  by  the 
mode  in  which  Spain  has  endeavoured  to  regulate  the  intercourfc  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colonies.     It  is  from  her  idea  of 
monopolizing  the  trade  with  America,  and  debarring  her  fubjecls 
there  from  any  communication  with  foreigners,  that  all  her  jealous 
and  fyllematic  arrangements  have  arifen;  thefe  are  fo  fnigular  in  their 
nature  and  confequences,  as  to  merit  a  particular  explanation.    In 
order  to  fecure  the  monopoly  at  which  flie  aimed,  Spain  did  not  veft 
the  trade  with  her  colonies  in  an  excluiive  company,  a  plan  which 
has  been  adopted  by  nations  more  commercial,  and  at  a  period  when 
mercantile  policy  was  an  objeft  of  greater  attention,  and  ought  to 
liave  been  better  underfiood.     The  Dutch  gave  up  the  whole  trade 
with  their  colonies,  both  in  the  Eall  and  Weft-Indies,  to  cxclufivc 
companies.     The  Englifli,  the  French,  and  the  Danes,  have  imita- 
ted their  example  with  refpe£t  to  the  Eaft-Indian  commerce,  and  the 
two  former  have  laid  a  fimilar  reftraint  upon  fome  branches  of  their 
trade  with  the  new  world.     The  wit  of  man  cannot,  perhaps,  devife 
a  method  for  checking  the  progrefs  of  induftry  and  population  in  a 
new  colony  more  effeftual  than  this.     The  intereft  of  the  colony, 
and  of  the  exclufive  company,  ipuft  in  every  point  be  diametrically 
oppofite  J  and  as  the  latter  poffefles  fuch  advantages  in  this  unequal 
conteft,  that  it  can  prefcribe  at  pleafure  the  terras  of  intercourfe, 
the  former  muft  not  only  buy  dear  and  fell  cheap,  but  muft  fuffer 
tiie  moivification  of  having  the  increafe  of  its  furplus  flock  difcou- 
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raged  by  tliofe  very  perfon$  to  whom  alone  it  can  difjHjfc  of  Its  pro* 
dudtions.* 

Spain,  it  is  probable,  was  prcfcrvcd  from  failing  into  tliis  error  in 
policy,  by  the  high  ideas  wliioh  fhe  early  formed  concerning  the 
riches  of  the  new  world.    Gold  and  filver  were  commodities  oi' tun 
high  a  value  to  veft  a  monopoly  of  them  in  private  hands.     Tlic 
crown  wiftied  to  retain  the  direftioii  of  a:  commerce  fo  inviting,  and 
in  order  to  fecure  that,  ordained  the  cargo  of  every  flup  fitted  out 
for  America,  to  be  infpcfted  by  the  ofKcers  of  the  Cafa  de  Contrata- 
cion  in  Seville,  before  it  could  receive  a  licence  to  make  the  voynge  ; 
and  that  on  its  return,  a  report  of  the  commodities  which  it  brought 
flibuld  be  made  to  the  fame  board,  before  it  could  be  permitted  to 
land  them.    In  coni'equence  of  this  regulation,  all  the  trade  of  Spain 
with  the  new  world  centered  originally  in  the  port  of  Seville,  and 
was  gradually  brought  into  a  form,  m  which  it  has  been  conducted 
with  little  variation   from  the  middle   of  the  fixteenth  century,  al- 
moft  to  our  own  times.    For  the  greater  fecurity  of  tire  valuable 
cargoes  fcnt  to  America,  as  well  as  for  the  more  eafy  prevention  ot 
fraud,  the  commerce  of  Spain,  with  its  colonics,  was  carried  on  by 
fleets  which  failed  under  ftrong  convoys ;  thefe  fleets  confifted  of  tv/v> 
fquadrons,  one  diftinguidied  by  the  name  of  the  galleons,  the  other 
by  that  of  the  flota,  are  equipped  annually.    Formerly  they  took 
their  departure  from  Seville,    but  as   the  port  of  Cadiz  has  been 
found  more  commodious,  they  have  failed  from  it  fince  the  yenr 
1720. 

»  The  galleons  dedined  to  fupply  Terra  Firma,  and  the  kingdoms 
of  Peru  and  Chili,  with  almoft  every  article  of  luxury  or  nectlTary 
confumption  that  an  opulent  people  can  demand*  touch  firft  at 
Carthagena,  and  then  at  Porto  Bello  j  to  the  former,  the  merchants 
of  Santa  Martha,  Garaccas,  the  new  kingdom  of  Granada,  and  feve- 
ral  other  provinces  refort ;  the  latter  is  the  great  mart  for  the  rich 
commerce  of  Peru  and  Chili.  At  the  feafon  when  the  galleons  are 
expefted,  the  product  of  all  the  mines  in  thefe  two  kingdoms,  toge« 
ther  with  their  other  valuable  commodities,  is  tranfported  by  fea  to 
Panama  ;  from  thence,  as  foon  as  the  appearance  of  the  fleet  from 
Europe  is  announced,  they  are  conreyed  acrofs  the  ifthmus,  partly 
on  mules,  and  partly  down  the  river  Chagre  to  Porto  Bello.  This 
paltry  village,  tlie  climate  of  which,  from  the  pernicious  union  of 
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cxct-lTiNC  hciit,  roiuimiii!  moithire,  aiultlic  puiiid  cxliahticns  arifmg 
liom  ;i  rank  foil,  m  more  fatal  to  life  than  any  perhaps  in  the  known 
uoilti,  is  iniiiiahatcly  filled  with  penj)lc.     ]•  rom  hcing  the  rcfulcncc 
ot  a  few  negroes  and  niulattoes,  and  of  a  mifcrahk-  jjarrMon  iclievccl 
every  three  nuxiths  Porto  Bcllo  aHiiincs  fnddiiily  a  very  dittercnt 
yfpn't,    and  its  Itrccts  are  crowded  with  oiudcnt  merchants   from 
I'vciy  corner  of  Pcni,  and  the  adjacent  provliiCLS ;  a  fair  is  o|iencd, 
the  wealth  ut  America  is  csdiangcd  for  the  n)anuhn.^urcs  of  Fairope  ; 
;!ikI  during  its  preferibcd   term,  as  we  have  before  obfeivcd,  the 
liclidl  traffic  on  the  face  of  the  carih  is  begun  and  finifljcd,  with  that 
liiupliciiy  of  trani'adion  and   tliat  unbounded  confidence  which  ac» 
lompaiiies  cxtenfive  commerce.     Tlie  flota  liolds  its  eourfe  to  Vera 
Cruz.     The  treafures  and  eommoilitics  of  New^-Spain,  and  the  de- 
ji'.n  ling  provinces,  which  were  tlcpofited  at  I'ucbla  de  los  Angeles, 
ill  cxpedation  of  its  arrival,  are  carried  thither,  and  the  commercial 
operations   of  Vera  Cruz,  condiic'^ed  in  the  lame  manner  with  thofe 
(t  Torto  Ikdio,    are  inferior  to  thcni  only  in  importance  and  va- 
lue.   Both  Heets,  as  foon  as  they  have  completed  their  cargoes  from 
America,  rendezvous   at  the  Havannah,  and  return  in  company  to 
Europe. 

The  trade  of  Spain  with  her  colonies,  while  thus  fettered  and  rc- 
lliictcd,  came  necefllu'ily  to  be  condu(!^cd  with  the  fame  fpirit,  and 
upon  the  fame  principles  as  that  of  an  exclufive  company.  Being  con* 
ii!n.;l  to  a  (ingle  port,  it  was  of  co\irfe  thrown  into  a  few  huids,  and 
ala-,oft  the  whole  of  it  was  gradually  cngroU'ed  by  a  fmall  number  of 
vcaithy  houfcs,  foimcily  in  Seville  and  now  in  Cadiz.  Thefe,  by 
combinations  which  they  can  cafily  form,  may  altogether  prevent  that 
competition  which  prefervcs  commodities  at  their  natural  price  ;  aiifl 
by  acting  in  concert,  to  which  they  are  prompted  by  their  mutual 
iiitereft,  they  may  raife  or  lower  the  value  of  them  at  pleafurc  ;  in 
coiifequence  of  this,  the  price  of  European  goods  in  America  is  al- 
ways high,  and  often  exorbitant.  A  hundred,  two  hundred,  and 
and  even  three  hundred  per  cent,  are  profits  not  uncommon  in  the 
commerce  of  Spain  with  her  colonies.  From  the  fame  ingroffing 
fpiiit  it  frequently  happens,  that  traders  of  the  fecond  order,  whofe 
"jrchoufes  do  not  contain  a  complete  alTortment  of  commodi- 
ties for  the  American  market,  cannot  purchafe  from  the  more  opulent 
meichants  fuch  goods  as  they  want,  at  a  lower  price  than  that  for 
^^liich  they  are  fold  in  the  colonics.  With  the  fame  vigilart  jealoufy 
tliat  an  exclufive  company  guards  agninft  the  intrufion  of  the  free 
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trader,  whofc  overgro>vn  monopolifts  endeavour  to  check  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  every  one  vvhoi'e  Incroachments  they  dread.*  This  refti  aint 
of  the  American  commerce  to  one  port,  not  only  affefts  its  domeftic 
ftate,  but  limits  its  foreign  operations.  A  monopolift  may  accjuire 
more,  and  certainly  will  hazard  Icfs  by  a  confined  trade  which  yields 
exorbitant  profit,  than  by  an  extenfive  commerce  in  which  he  re- 
ceives only  a  moderate  return  of  gain.  It  is  often  his  intercft  not  to 
enlarge,  but  circumfcribe  the  fphcre  of  his  activity,  and  inftead  of 
railing  forth  more  vigorous  exertions  of  commercial  iiiduftry,  it  may 
be  the  objeift  of  his  attention  to  check  and  fet  bounds  to  them.  By 
fome  fuch  maxim  the  mercantile  policy  of  Spain  fcems  to  have  regu- 
lated its  intercourfe  with  America.  Itiftead  of  furnifliing  the  colo- 
nies with  European  goods  in  i'urh  cjuantity  as  might  render  both  the 
price  and  the  profit  moderate  ;  the  merchants  of  Seville  and  Cadiz 
feem  to  have  fupplied  them  with  a  fparing  hand,  that  the  eagernefr, 
of  competition  amongil  cuftomcrs  obliged  to  purchafe  in  a  fcanty 
market,  might  enable  the  Spnniih  fat^rs  to  dil'pofe  of  their  cargoes 
>vith  exorbitant  ^ain.  About  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  when  the 
cxclufivc  trade  to  America  from  Seville  was  in  its  moft  flourifiiiiu^ 
flate,  the  burden  of  the  two  united  fquadrons  of  the  galleons  and 
fiota  did  not  exceed  twenty-feven  thouland  five  hundred  tons.  The 
fupply  which  fuch  a  Meet  ctnild  carry,  niurt  have  been  very  inadcquatL" 
to  the  demands  of  thofe  populous  and  extenfive  colonies,  which  de- 
pended upon  it  for  all  tlie  luxuries,  and  many  of  the  necefiaiies  of 
life. 

Spain  early  became  fenfible  of  her  declenfion  from  her  former 
proiperJty,  and  many  refpcdtable  and  virtuous  citizens  employee; 
their  thoughts  in  dcvifing  methods  for  reviving  the  decaying  ia- 
duftry  and  commerce  of  their  country.  From  the  violence  of  the 
remedies  propofed,  it  is  evident  how  defperate  and  fatal  the  ma« 
lady  appeared. 

Befides  wild  projefts,  many  fchemes,  vvell-digefted  and  beneficial, 
were  fugge^ed  ;  but  under  the  feeble  monarchs  with  whom  the  reign 
of  theAufirian  line  in  Spain  clofed,  incapacity  and  indecifion  are  con- 
fpicuous  in  every  department  of  government.  Inftead  of  taking  lor 
their  model  the  acStive  adminiftration  of  Charles  V.  they  affe6lc(l  to 
imitate  the  cautious  procrailinnting  wildom  of  Philip  II.  and  deftitutc 
of  his  talents,  they  deliberated  perpetually,  but  determined  nothii  g. 
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No  remedy  was  applied  to  the  evils  under  which  the  national  com-' 
nierce,  domeftic  as  well  as  foreign,  languiflied.  Thefe  evils  continued 
to  increafe,  and  Spain,  with  dominions  more  extenfive  and  more 
opulent  than  any  European  flate,  poir<;fled  neither  vigour,  nor  mo- 
ney, norinduftry.  At  length  the  violence  of  a  great  nationnl  con- 
vullion  roufed  the  flinnbering  genius  of  Spain.  The  efforts  of  the 
two  contending  parties  in  the  civil  war,  kindled  by  the  difpute  con- 
cerning the  fuccelTion  of  the  crown  at  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
called  forth,  in  fome  degree,  the  ancient  fpirit  and  vigour  of  the 
nation. 

As  foon  as  the  Bourbons  obtained  quiet  pofleflion  of  the  throne, 
they  difcerned  this  change  in  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  took  ad- 
vantage of  it.  It  was  the  firil  ohjc£l  of  Philip  V.  to  fupprefs  an  inno- 
vation which  had  crept  in  during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  had  over- 
turned the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Spanifli  commerce  with  America.  The 
Englifli  and  Dutch,  by  their  funcriority  in  naval  power,  having  ac- 
quired fuch  command  of  the  fea,  as  to  cut  off  all  intercourfe  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies;  Spain,  in  order  to  furnifli  herfubjedls  in  Ame- 
rica with  thofc  neceflaries  of  life,  without  which  they  could  not  exifV, 
and  as  the  only  means  of  receiving  from  thence  any  part  of  their  trea- 
fure,  departed  fo  far  from  the  ufual  rigour  of  its  maxims,  as  to  open 
the  trade  with  Peru  to  her  allies  the  French.  The  merchants  of  St. 
Malo,  to  whom  Louis  XIV.  giantcd  the  privilege  of  this  lucrative 
commerce,  engaged  in  it  with  vigour,  and  carried  it  on  upon  prin- 
ciples very  difierent  from  thofe  of  the  Spaniards.  They  fupplied 
Peru  with  European  commodities  at  a  moderate  price,  and  not  in 
flinted  quantity.  The  goods  which  they  imported  were  conveyed 
to  every  province  of  Spanifli-America  in  fuch  abundance  as  had  never 
been  known  in  any  former  period.  If  this  intercourfe  had  been  con.- 
tinned,  the  expor*  tion  of  European  commodities  from  Spain  muft 
have  ceafed,  and  the  dependence  of  the  colonies  on  the  mother 
country  have  been  at  an  end.  The  mod  peremptory  injunftiona 
were  therefore  ifTued,  prohibiting  the  admiffion  of  foreign  vefTels  into 
any  port  of  Peru  or  Chili,  and  a  Spanifh  fqnadrou  was  employed 
to  clear  the  South  fea  of  intruders,  whofc  aid  was  no  longer  ne- 
cefTaiy. 

But  though  on  the  cefTation  of  the  war,  which  was  terminated  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  Spain  obtained  relief  from  one  incroachment 
on  her  commercial  fyftem,  flie  was  expofed  to  another,  which  (lie 
deemed  hardly  lefs  pernicious.     As  an  inducement  that  might  prevail 
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withQvicen  Anne  to  conclude  a  peace,  which  France  and  Spain  df.. 
fired  with  equal  ardour,  Philip  V.  not  only  conveyed  to  Great-Britain 
the  Affiento,  or  contraft  for  fupplying  the  Spanifli  colonies  with 
negroes,  which  had  formerly  been  enjoyed  by  France,  but  granted 
it  the  more  extraordinary  privilege  of  lending  annually  to  the  fair  of 
Porto  Bello,  a  Ihip  of  five  hundred  tons,  laden  with  European  com- 
modities, In  confequence  of  tliis,  Britifli  factories  were  eftabliflied 
at  Carthagena,  Panama,  Vera  Cruz,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  Spa- 
Iiifli  fettlemcnts.  The  veil  with  which  Spain  had  hitherto  covered 
the  flate  and  tranfaftions  of  her  colonies  was  removed.  The  agents 
of  a  rival  nation,  refiding  in  the  towns  of  moft  extenfive  trade,  and  of 
chief  refort,  had  the  beft  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  wiih 
the  interior  condition  of  the  American  provinces,  of  obferving  tluir 
ftated  and  occafional  wants,  and  of  knowing  what  commodities  miglit 
be  imported  into  them  with  the  greateft  advantage.  In  confequcncf 
of  information  fo  authentic  and  expeditious,  the  merchants  of  Jr.. 
maica  and  other  Englifli  colonies  who  traded  to  the  SpaniOi  main, 
wei  c  enabled  to  aflbrt  and  proportion  their  cargoes  fo  exactly  to  the 
den.ands  of  the  market,  that  the  contraband  commerce  was  carried 
on  with  a  facility,  and  to  an  extent  unknown  in  any  former  period. 
Thi?,  however,  was  not  the  moil:  fatal  confequence  of  the  Aflicnto 
to  the  trade  of  Spain.  The  agents  of  the  Britifli  South  fea  company, 
Tinder  cover  of  the  importation  which  they  were  authorifed  to  make 
by  the  fliip  fent  annually  to  Porto  Bello,  poured  in  their  commodi- 
ties on  the  Spanifli  continent,  without  limitation  or  reftraint.  Inftead 
of  a  fliip  of  five  hundred  tons,  as  ftipulated  in  the  treaty,  they 
iifually  employed  one  which  exceeded  nine  hundred  tons  in  burden; 
file  was  accompanied  by  two  or  three  fmaller  velTels,  which  mooring 
in  fome  neighbouring  creek,  fupplied  her  clandeftinely  with  frefli 
bales  of  goods,  to  replace  fuch  as  were  fold,  The  infpeftors  of  the 
fair,  and  officers  of  the  revenue,  gained  by  exorbitant  prefents,  con- 
nived at  the  fraud.  Thus,  parti)  by  the  operations  of  the  company, 
and  partly  by  the  aClivity  of  i)rivate  interlopers,  almoft  the  wiiole 
trade  of  Spanifli-America  was  ingrofled  by  foreigners.  The  iin- 
nienfe  con  merce  of  the  galleons,  formerly  the  pride  of  Spain,  :m\ 
the  envy  of  other  nations,  funk  to  nothing,  and  the  fquadron  itfeif 
reduced  from  fifteen  thouland  to  two  thoufand  tons,  ferved  hardly 
any  pin  pofe  but  to  fetch  home  the  royal  revenue  arifing  from  the 
jifih  on  filver. 
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Wiilc  Spain  obfcrved  thofc  incroachments,  and  felt  thrir  pernici- 
ous cftefts,  it  was  impoHible  not  to  make  fome  effort  to  rcftrain  them. 
Her  firft  expedient  was  to  flation  fliips  offeree,  under  the  appellation 
ofguarda  collas,  upon  the  coalls  of  thofe  provinces,  to  which  inter- 
lopers moil  frequently  rcforted.  Some  check  was  by  this  means 
given  to  the  pror^rcfs  of  the  eontrabantl  trade,  though  in  dominions 
fo  extenfivc,  and  fo  acceflible  by  fca,  hardly  any  number  of  cruifers 
was  fufficicnt  to  guard  againft  its  inroads  in  every  quarter.  This  in- 
terruption of  an  intercourle  which  had  been  carried  on  with  fo  much 
facility,  that  the  merchants  in  the  Britifli  colonies  were  accuftomed 
to  confider  it  almoft  as  an  allowed  branch  of  «"omnierce,  excited 
nuirmurs  and  complaints.  Thti'c  authoiiftd  in  fome  mcafure,  and 
rendered  more  interelling,  by  fevcral  unjullifiable  aifts  of  violence 
committed  by  the  captains  of  the  Spanilh  guarda  collas,  precipitated 
Great-Britain  into  a  war  with  Spair.,  in  confequencc  of  which  the 
latter  obtained  a  final  releafc  from  the  Alfiento,  and  was  !ti"t  at  liberty 
to  regulate  the  commerce  of  her  colonies,  without  bung  reftraincd 
by  any  engagement  with  a  foreign  po'.vcr. 

As  the  formidable  incroachments  of  the  Fnglifli  on  the  American 
trade  had  difcovercd  to  the   Spaniards  the  vaft  confumption  of  Eu- 
ropean goods  in  their  colonics,  and  taught  them  the  advantage  of  ac- 
commodating their  importations  to  the  occaiional  demand  of  the  va- 
rious provinces,  they  perceived  the  neceliity  of  devifmg  fome  me- 
ihod  of  fupplying  their  colonics,  different  from  their  ancient  one,  of 
fending  thither  periodical  fleets.     Thr.t  mode  of  communication  had 
been  found  not  only  to  be  uncertain,  as  the  departure  of  the  galleons 
and  Acta  was   fometimes  retarded  by  vai'ious  accidents,  and  often 
prevented  by  the  wars  which  rnged  in  Europe;  but  long  experience 
had  iliewn  it  to  be  ill  adapted  to  atibul  America  a  regular  and  timely 
fupply  of  what  it  wanted.     The  ic  -rcity  of  European  goods  in  the 
Spanifli  fettlements  frequently  bccaire  excelFive  ;  their  price  rofe  to 
an  enormous  height ;  the  vigilant  eye  of  mercantile  attention  did  not 
fail  to  obferve,   this  favourable  opportunity,  an  ample  fupply  was 
poured  in  by  interlopers  from  the   Englifn,  the  French,  and  Dutch 
iilands ;  and  when  the  ga'leons  at  lenj^ti  arrived,  they  found  the 
markets  fo  glutted  by  tliis  illicit  commerce,  that  there  was  no  de- 
mand for  the  commodities  with  which  they  were  loaded.     lu  order 
to  remedy  this,  Spain  has  permitted  a  eonfulerable  part  of  her  com- 
merce with  America  to  be  carried  on  by  regifter  fliip=.     Thefe  arc 
fitted  put  during  the  intervals  between  the  ftated  ieafons  when  the 
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galleons  and  flora  fail,  by  merchants  in  Seville  or  Cadiz,  upon  0T7. 
■  taiuing  a  licence  from  the  council  of  the  Indies,  for  which  they  pay  a 
Tery  hi^h  premium,  and  are  deftincd  for  thofc  ports  in  America 
where  any  extraordinary  demand  is  foiefcen  or  expefted.  By  this 
expedient,  fuch  a  regular  fupply  of  the  commodities,  for  which  there 
is  the  greateft  demand,  is  conveyed  to  the  American  market,  th;u 
the  interloper  is  no  longer  allurea  by  the  fame  profpeft  of  exeelGvc 
g^ain,  or  the  people  in  the  colonies  urged  by  the  fame  necellity  to  en- 
gage in  the  hazardous  adventures  oi  contraband  traue. 

In  proportion  as  experience  manifcfttd  the  advantages  of  carrying 
en  trade  in  this  mode,  the  number  of  regifter  fliips  increafed,  and 
at  length,  in  the  year  1748,  the  galleons,  after  having  been  em- 
ployed upwards  of  two  centuries,  were  finally  laid  afide.     From  that 
period  there  has  been  no  intercourfe  with  Chili  and  Peru  but  by 
^ngle  fiilps,  difpatched  from  time  to  time  as  occafion  requires,  and 
when  the  merchants  expct^  a  prolitable  market  will  open.    Tliefe 
iliips  fail  round  cape  Horn,  and  convey  directly  to  the  ports  in  the 
South  fca  the  produftions  and  manufadures  of  Europe,  for  which 
the  people  fettled  in  thofe  countries  uere  formerly  obliged  to  repair 
to  Porto  Belle  or  Panama.     Thefe  towns,  as  lias  been  formerly  ob- 
ferved.  muft  gradually  decline,  when  deprived  of  that  commerce  to 
which  they  owed  their  profperity.    This  difadvantage,  hnwever,  is 
more  than  compenfarcd  by  the  bcncfic-ijl  cfte(f>s  of  this  new  arrange- 
ment, as  th'^  whole  continent  of  South-America  receives  new  fupplies 
of  European  commoflities    with  ib   much  regularity,    and  in  fuch 
abundance,  as  muft  not  only  contribute  greatly  to  the  happinefs, 
but  increafe  the  population  of  all  the  colonies  fettled  there.     But  ai 
atl  the  regifter  fliips  deftiiied  for  the  South,  feas  njufi  ftill  take  their 
departure  from  Cadiz,  and  are  obliged  to  return  thither,  thisbraiidi 
of  the  American  commerce,  even  in  its  new  and  improved  form,  con- 
tirvues  fubjeft  to  the  reftraints  of  a  fptcies  of  monopoly,   and  feels 
all  the  pernicious  effc£^s  of  it. 

Among  the  new  fades  which  the  people  of  Europe  have  acquired, 
in  confeqnence  of  importing  the  produdions  of  thofe  countiiti; 
which  they  conquered  in  America,  that  for  chocolate  is  one  of  the 
moft  uniyerfal.  The  ufeofthis  liquor,  made  with  a  pa  fte  forme  J 
of  the  nut  or  almond  of  the  cacoa  tree,  compounded  with  various 
ipgredients,  the  Spaniards  firft  learned  from  the  Mexicans ;  and  it 
Jus  appeared  to  them,  and  to  the  other  Eun^pean  nations,  fo  pai'- 
|ab|e,  fo  ftouriHiing,  ^nd  fo  wholefonae,  that  it  has  become  a  com- 
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mcrclal  article  of  confiderable  importance.     Tlie  c.icoa  tree  grows 
fpontaneoufly  in  feveral  parts  of  the  torrid  zone,  but  the  nuts  of 
the  beft  quality,  next  to  thofe  of  Guatimala,  on  the  South  iea,  are 
produced  in  the  rich  plains  of  Caraccas,  a  province  of  Terra  Firma. 
Ill  confequcnce  of  this  acknowledged  fuperiority  in  the  quality  of 
cacoa  in  that  province,  and  its  communication  with  the  Atlantic, 
•vl.ich  facilitates  the  conveyance  to  Europe,  the  culture  of  the  cacoa 
there  is  more  extenlive  than  in  any  dilirii^l;  of  America.     But  the 
Dutch,  by  the  vicinity  of  their  fettlements  in  the  Imall  iflands  of 
Cr.rizoa  and  Buen-Ayre,    to  the  coaft  of  Caraccas,  gradually  cn- 
^lolfcd  the  greatcfl:  part  of  the  cacoa  trade.    The  traffic  with  the 
mother  country  for  this  valuable  commodity  ccafed  almofl:  entirely, 
and  fuch  was  the  lupine  negligence  of  the  Spaniards,  or  the  defects 
of  their  commercial  arrangements,  that  tliey  were  obliged  to  receive 
from  the  hands  of  foreigners  this  production  of  their  own  colonies 
at  an  exorbitant  price.     In  order  to  remedy  an  evil  no  lefs  difgrace- 
ful  than  pernicious  to  his  fubjefts,  Philip  V.  in  the  year  1728,  granted 
to  a  body  of  merchants  an  excluflve  right  to  the  commerce  with  Ca- 
raccas and  Cumana,  on  condition  of  their  employing,  at  their  own 
tx|ienfc,  a  lulilcient  number  of  armed  vefiels   to  clear  the  coall 
of  interlopers.     This  fociety,  diilinguiftied  foinctimcs  by  the  name 
of  the  Company  of  Guipufcoa,  from  the  province  of  Spain  in  which 
it  is  eftabliflied,  and  fometimts  by  that  of  the  Company  of  Caraccas, 
horn  the  dilhift  of  Amciica  to  which  it  trades,  has  carried  on  its 
operations  with  fuch  vigour  and  fuccefs,  that  Spain  has  recovered  an 
important  branch  of  commerce,  which  Hie  had  fulTered  to  be  wrcaed 
from  her,  and  is  plentifully  fupplied  with  an  article  of  exteufive 
confumption  at  a  moderate  price.    No^  only  the  parent  ftatc,  bur  th« 
colony  of  Caraccas,  has  derived  great  advantages  from  this  inititu- 
tion;  for  although,  at  the  full:  afpei.%  it  may  appear  to  be  one  of 
thofe  monopolies,  whofc  tendency  is  to  check  the  fpirit  of  induftry, 
inftead  of  calling  it  forth  to  new  exertions,  it  has  been  prevented 
from  operating  in  this  manner  by  feveral  falutary  regulations,  frarned 
upon  foreiight  of  fuch  bad  eft'eds,  and  of  purpofe  to  obviate  them. 
The  planters   in  the  Caraccas  are  not  left  to  depend  entirely  on  the 
company,  either  for  the  importation  of  Euro[>ean  conmioditics,  or 
the  falc  of  their  own  pioduiUon^.    The  inhabitants  of  the  Canary 
iflands  have  the  privilege   of  fending  thither  ann\ially  a  reglller- 
iliip    of   confiderable  burden ;    and    from   Vera  Cruz,    in  New- 
Spiia,  a  free  trade  is  permitted  in  every  port  comprehended  in  the 
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charter  of  ihe  coiiip;iny.  In  confcciuciicc  of  this,  there  is  Arch  a 
Competition,  that,  both  with  refpeift  to  wiiac  the  colonies purchafe,  and 
what  they  fell,  the  price  fccms  to  be  fixed  at  its  natural  and  equitable 
rate.  The  company  has  not  the  power  of  railing  the  former,  or  oi 
degrading  the  latter  at  pleafure  ;  and  accordingly,  fmce  it  was  cftn- 
bliflied,  the  increafe  of  culture,  of  population,  and  of  live  ilock,  in 
the  province  of  Caraccas,  has  been  very  confiderable. 

While  Spain  adhered  with  rigour  to  her  ancient  maxims  CGmernin;> 
her  commerce  with  America,  flie  was  lb  much  afraid  of  opening  any 
channel,  by  which  an  illicit  trade  m'glit  find  admilfion  into  the  c(j!o- 
nies,   that  (lie  almoll  (hut  herfelf  out  from  any  intercouife  with 
them,  but  that  which  was  carried  on  by  her  annual  fleets.    There  w;is 
no  eftabliftiment  for  a  regular  conuiiunication  of  either  public  or 
private  intcl'igence  between  the  mother  country  and  its  American 
fettlcmcnts.     From  the  want  of  this  ncccHary  iiiftitutlon,  the  opera- 
tions  of  the  ftate,  as  well  as  tfie  biifinels  of  individuals,  u ere  re- 
tarded or  conducted  unlkilfully,  and  Spain  often  received  from  fo- 
reigners her  firft  infonnatioa  with  rei'pecl  to  very  intereiling  events 
111  her  own  colonies.     Bur  t'.iough  this  defeift  in  police  was  fcnlibiy 
felt,  and  the  remedy  for  ir  was  ol)viou=,  that  jealous  fpirit  with  which 
the  Spanidi  monarchs  guarded  the  e.\clufive  trade,  rertrained  them 
from  applying  it.     At  lengt!i  Charles  III.  furmounted  ihof^j  confide- 
rations  which  had  deterred  his  predeccfibis,  and  in  the  year  1764 
appointed  packet-boats  to  be  dilpatched  on  the  firft  day  of  each  monrh 
from  Corunna  to  the  Havannah  or  Porto  Rico.     From  thence  letters 
are  conveyed  in  fmaller  velffls  to  Vera  Crm  and  Porto  Bello,  and 
tranfmitted  by  poft  through  the  kingdoms  of  Terra  Firma,   Granadd, 
.Peru  and  New-Spain.     With  no  Icl's  regularity  packet-bouts  fail  once 
in  two  months  to  Rio  de  la  Plata,  for  the  acconmiodation  of  the  pro- 
vinces to  the  eaft  of  the  Andes.    Tlius  provifion  is  made  for  a  fpeedy 
and  certain  circulation  of  intelligence  throughout  the  vail  dominions 
of  Spain,  from  which  equal  advantages  muft  redound  to  the  political 
and  mercantile  intereft  ol  the  kingdom.     With  this  new  arrange- 
ment, a  fchcme  of  extending  i:uii)n'ierce  has  been  more  immediately 
conne/ted.     Each  of  the  packet- l)oar.s   which  are  vcllels  of  foir.e 
confiderable  burden,  is  allowed  to  take  in  iidf  a  loading  of  fuch 
commodities  as  are  the  produLl  ot  Sjjain,  and  Uioft  in  demand  in 
the  ports  whither  they  are  bound.     In   rttvun   for  theie  they  niay 
bring  home  to  Corunna  an  ttjual  quantity  of  American  prodnftions. 
This  may  be  confidcred  as  the  fi;ll  rol.ixatlons  of  thole  rigid  laws, 
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whicl'i  confined  the  trade  with  the  new  world  to  a  fingle  port,  and 
the  firfl  attempt  to  admit  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  to  fome  flxare 
in  it. 

It  was  foon  followed  by  one  more  decifive.  In  the  year  1765 
Charles  III.  laid  open  the  trade  to  the  windward  iflands,  Cuba,  Hifpa- 
niola,  Porto-Rico,  Margarita  and  Trinadad,  to  his  fubjeds  in  every 
province  of  Spain.  He  permitted  them  to  fail  from  certain  ports  in 
each  province,  which  are  fpecified  in  the  edidl,  at  any  fc;afon,  and 
with  whatever  cargo  they  deemed  moft  proper,  without  any  other 
w.irrant  than  a  finiple  clearance  from  the  cuftom-houfe  of  the  place 
whence  they  took  their  departure.  He  releafed  them  from  the  nu- 
merous and  opprcflive  duties  impofed  on  goods  exported  to  Ame- 
rica, and  in  place  of  the  whole  fubflituted  a  moderate  tax  of  fix  iii 
the  hundred  on  the  commodities  fent  from  Spain.  He  allowed  them 
10  return  either  to  the  fame  port,  or  to  any  other  where  they  might 
hope  for  a  more  advantageous  market,  and  there  to  enter  the  home- 
ward cargo,  on  payment  of  the  ufual  duties.  This  ample  privilege, 
which  at  once  broke  through  all  the  fences  which  the  jealous  policy 
of  Spain  had  been  labouritjg,  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  to  throw 
round  its  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  new  world,  was  foon  after 
extended  to  Louidana,  and  to  the  provinces  of  Yucatan  and  Cam- 
peachy. 

Still,  however,  the  commercial  regulations  of  Spain,  with  refpeft 
to  her  colonies,  are  too  rigid  and  fyftematical  to  be  carried  into 
complete  execution.  The  legiflature  that  loads  trade  with  impofitions 
too  heavy,  or  fetters  it  by  reftri£lions  too  fevere,  defeats  its  own 
intention,  and  is  only  multiplying  the  inducements  to  violate  its  ita- 
tutes,  and  propofing  an  high  premium  to  encourage  illicit  traffic. 
The  Spaniards,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  being  ciicumfcribed 
in  their  mutual  intercourfe  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  crown,  or  opprelTed 
hy  its  exaftions,  have  their  invention  continually  on  the  ftrctch  how 
to  elude  its  edi£ls.  The  vigilance  and  ingenuity  of  private  intereft 
difcover  means  of  effefting  this,  which  public  wifdom  cannot  fore- 
i^ee,  nor  public  authority  prevent.  This  fpirit,  counteracting  that 
of  the  laws,  pervades  the  commerce  of  Spain  with  America  in  all  its 
branches,  and  from  the  higheft  departments  in  government  defcends 
to  the  loweft.  The  very  officers  appointed  to  check  contraband  trade 
arc  often  employed  as  inftruments  in  carrying  i|  on ;  and  the  boards 
inftituted  to  reftrain  and  punifli  it,  are  the  channels  through  which  it 
flows.  The  king  is  fuppofed,  by  the  moft  intelligent  Spanifh  v/riters, 
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to  be  defrauded,  by  various  artifices,  of  more  than  one-half  of  ijie 
revenue  which  he  ought  to  receive  from  America  ;  and  as  long  as  it 
is  the  intereft  of  fo  many  perfons  to  (krcen  thofe  artifices  from  tic- 
teiSlion,  the  knowledge  of  them  will  never  reach  the  throne. 

Before  \vc  clofe  this  account  of  the  Spanifli  trade  in  America,  there 
remains  one  detached,  but  important  branch  of  it,  to  be  mentioned. 
Soon  after  his  accellion  to  the  thionc,  Philip  II.  formed  a  Ichemc  of 
planting  a  colony  in  the  Philippine  illamls,  which  had  been  nej;- 
letHied  fince  the  time  of  their  difcovery  ;  and  he  accompliflicd  it  by 
means  of  an  armament  fitted  out  from  Ne'.v-Spain.  Manilla,  in  the 
ifland  of  lAiconia,  was  the  ftation  chofen  for  the  capital  of  this  new 
tftablifluncnt.  From  it  an  aftive  commercial  intcicomfe  began  with 
the  Chinefe,  nnd  a  confiderable  number  of  that  induitrious  people, 
allured  by  the  profpetft  of  gain,  fettled  in  the  Philippine  illands  undtr 
the  Spanifli  pr<jtc£tion :  they  fiii)plied  the  colony  {o  amply  with  all 
the  valuable  produdtions  and  manufaftures  of  the  Eaft,  as  enabled 
it  to  open  a  trade  with  America,  by  a  courfe  of  navigation  the 
longell  from  land  to  land  on  our  globe.  In  the  infancy  of  this  trade 
it  was  carried  on  with  Callao,  on  the  coaft  of  Peru  ;  but  experience 
having  difcovcred  the  impropriety  of  fixing  upon  that  as  the  port  of 
communication  with  Manilla,  the  llaple  of  the  commerce  between 
the  eaft  and  weft  was  removed  from  Callao  to  Acapulco,  on  the  coali 
of  New-Spain. 

After  various  arrangements,  it  has  bpen  brought  into  a  regular 
form:  one  or  two  fliips  depart  annually  from  Acapulco,  which  are 
permitted  to  carry  out  filver  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thonfand 
pefos,  but  they  have  hardly  any  thing  elfe  of  value  on  board;  in  re- 
turn for  which,  they  bring  back  fpices,  drugs,  china  and  japan 
wares,  calicoes,  chintz,  muflins,  filks,  and  every  precious  article, 
with  which  the  benignity  of  the  climate,  or  the  ingenuity  of  its 
people,  has  enabled  the  Eaft  to  fupply  the  reft  of  the  world.  For 
fome  time  the  mercluints  of  Peru  were  admitted  to  participate  in 
this  trailic,  and  might  fend  anmially  a  ftiip  to  Acapulco  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  the  veilels  from  IManilla,  and  receive  a  proportional  fiiare 
of  the  commodities  which  they  imported.  At  length,  the  Peruvians 
were  excluded  from  this  trade  by  moft  rigorous  editts,  and  all  the 
commodities  from  the  Eaft  refervcd  folely  for  the  confumption  of 
New-Spain, 

In  confequence  of  this  indulgence,  the  inhabitants  of  that  country 
enjoy  advantages  unknown  in  the  other  Spanifli  colonies.     The  ma- 
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TnifiKl^urci  of  the  Faft  arc  not  only  more  fiiitcd  to  n  warm  climnte, 
.'iiid  more  fliowy  than  thofc  of  Europe,  but  can  be  fold  at  a  lower 
price;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  j)rofits  upon  them  arc  fo  con- 
iiilerable,  as  to  enrich  all  thofe  who  are  employed,  cither  in  bring- 
ing them  from  Manilla,  or  vending  them  in  Neu'-Spnin.  As  the 
jiitereft  both  of  the  buyer  and  feller  concurred  in  favouring  this 
braiicii  of  commerce,  it  hns  continued  to  extend  in  fpite  of  regu- 
lations, concerted  with  the  moft  anxious  jealouly  to  circumfcribe  it. 
Under  cover  of  what  the  laws  permit  to  be  imported,  great  quanti- 
ties of  India  goods  arc  poured  into  the  inarkcts  of  New-Spain,  and 
when  the  flota  arrives  at  Vera  Cruz  from  Europe,  it  often  finds  the 
wants  of  the  people  already  fupplied  by  cheaper  and  more  acceptable 
commodities. 

There  is  not,  in  the  commercial  arrangements  of  Sj^ain,  any  cir- 
rumftance  more  inexplicable  than  the  permiflion  of  this  trade  be- 
tween Nevv-Spain  and  the  Philippines,  or  more  repugnant  to  its 
fundamental  maxim  of  holding  the  colonies  in  perpetual  dependence 
on  the  mother  country,  by  prohibiting  any  commercial  intercourfe 
that  might  fnggeft  to  them  the  idea  of  receiving  a  fuj)ply  of  their 
wants  from  any  other  quarter.  This  permilTion  muft  appear  fiill 
more  extraordinary,  from  confidering  that  Spain  herfelf  carries  on 
no  direct  trade  v>ith  her  fcttlements  in  the  Philippines,  and  grants  a 
privilege  to  one  of  her  American  colonies,  which  flie  denies  to  her 
fuhjeds  in  Europe.  It  is  probable,  that  the  coloniftb  who  originally 
took  poflelTion  of  the  Philippines,  having  been  fent  out  from  New- 
Spain,  begun  this  intercourfe  with  a  coxnury  which  they  confidered, 
ill  fome  meafure,  as  their  parent  ftnte,  before  the  court  of  Madrid 
was  aware  of  its  confequences,  or  co\ild  eltablifli  regulations  in  or- 
der to  prevent  it.  Many  remonftrances  have  been  prefentod  againft 
this  trade,  as  detrimental  to  Spain,  by  diverting  into  another  chmnel 
a  large  portion  of  that  treafure  which  ought  to  flow  into  the  king- 
dom, as  tending  to  give  rife  to  a  fpirit  of  independence  in  the  co- 
lonies, and  to  encour  ge  innumerable  frauds,  againll  v:hich  it  is 
impoffible  to  guard  in  tranfaftions  fo  far  removed  from  the  in- 
fpcclion  of  government.  '  But  as  it  requires  no  flight  effort  of  po- 
litical wifdom  and  vigour  to  abolifli  any  praftice  which  numbers  are 
interefted  in  fupjx>rting,  and  to  which  time  has  added  the  f;m6iion 
of  its  authority,  the  commerce  between  New-Spain  and  Manilla 
feems  to  be  as  conliderable  as  ever,  and  may  be  confidered  as  one 
chief  caufe  of  the  elegance  and  fplendor  confpicuous  in  this  rr.rt'  of 
the  Sp^ilh  dominions. 
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HIS  territory  is  fituated  between  the  equator  and  35"  fouth  lati- 
tude, and  60°  weft  longitude ;  it  is  about  one  thoufand  five  hundreJ 
and  fixty  miles  in  length,  and  one  thoufand  in  breadth ;  but,  mea- 
furing  along  the  c^aft,  it  is  two  thoufand  miles  long,  and  is  bordered 
with  mountains  that  open  from  time  to  time,  and  form  good  harbouis 
where  veflels  may  lie  in  fafety. 

It  is  bounded  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  Amazon  and  the  Atlantic; 
ocean  on  the  north ;  and  by  the  fame  ocean  on  the  eaft  ;  on  the 
ibuth  by  the  river  Plata ;  on  the  weft  by  morafles,  lakes,  torrents, 
yivers,  and  mountains,  which  feparat?  it  from  Amazonia  and  the 
Spanifli  pofleffions.  On  the  coaft  are  three  fmaU  iflands,  where  fliips 
touch  for  provifions  on  their  voyage  to  the  South  feas,  viz*  Fernando, 
St.  Barbaro  and  St.  Catherine's. 

It  was  accidentally  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  in  1 500.  Ema- 
nuel, king  of  Portugal,  hr.d  equipped  a  fquadron  of  thirteen  fail,  car- 
rying twelve  hundred  foldiers  and  failors  deftined  for  the  Eaft-Indies, 
under  the  conduct  of  Peter  Alvarez  Cabral.  This  adn^iral,  quitting 
Lisbon  on  the  glh  of  Mareh,  1500,  ftruck  out  to  fea  to  avoid  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  and  fleered  his  cou,rfe  fduthward,  that  he  might 
the  more  cafdy  turn  the  cape  of  Good  Hope.  Oi>  the  2.4th  of  April 
he  got  fight  of  the  continent  of  South-America,  which  he  judged 
to  be  a  large  ifland  at  fome  diftance  from  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Coaft- 
ing  along  for  fome  time,  he  ventured  to  fend  a  boat  on  fliore,  and 
was  aftoniflied  to  obferve  the  inhabitants  entirely  different  from  tliq 
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Africans  in  features,  hair  and  complexion.  It  was  fount!,  however, 
imprafticablc  to  feize  upon  any  of  the  Indi.uis,  who  retired  with 
great  celerity  to  the  mountains  on  tlie  approach  of  the  Portuguefe  ; 
yef,  as  the  failors  had  difcovered  a  good  harbour,  the  admiral  thought 
proper  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and  called  the  bay  Puerto  Scguro.  Next 
day  he  fcnt  another  boat  on  fliore,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  lay 
hold  on  two  of  the  natives,  whom  he  clothed  and  treated  kindly, 
and  then  difmifled,  to  make  a  proper  report  to  their  countrymen. 
The  ftratagem  had  the  defired  eft'e^t.  The  Indians,  having  heard 
the  relation  of  the  prifoners,  immediately  crowded  to  the  ftiore, 
finging,  dancing,  and  founding  horns  of  different  kinds ;  which  in- 
duced Cabral  to  land,  and  take  folpmn  pofleflion  in  the  name  of  hia 
Portuguefe  majeily. 

As  foon  as  the  court  of  Lilbon  had  ordered  a  furvey  to  be  taken 
of  the  harbours,  bays,  rivers  and  coafts,  of  Brafil,  and  was  con- 
vinced that  the  country  afforded  neither  gold  nor  lilver,  they  held  it 
in  fuch  contempt,  that  they  font  thither  none  but  condemned  crimi- 
nals and  abandoned  women.  Two  fliips  were  fent  every  year  from 
Portugal,  to  carry  the  refufe  of  the  kingdom  to  this  new  world,  and 
to  bring  home  parrots,  and  woods  for  the  dyers  and  cabinet-makers. 
Ginger  was  afterwards  added,  but  feon  after  prohibited,  left  it  fliouici 
interfere  with  the  fale  of  the  fame  article  from  India. 

In  1548,  the  Jews,  many  of  whom  had  taken  refuge  in  Portugal, 
beginning  to  be  perfecuted  by  the  inquifition,  were  ftripped  of  their 
poflcfiions,  and  baniflied  to  Brafil.  Here,  however,  they  were  not 
entirely  forfaken :  many  of  them  found  kind  relations  and  faithful 
friends ;  others,  who  were  known  to  be  men  of  probity  and  under- 
Handing,  obtained  money  in  advance  from  merchants  of  different 
nations,  with  whorn  they  had  formerly  had  tranfaftions.  By  the  af- 
fnbnce  of  fome  enterprifxng  n>en  they  were  enabled  tQ  cultivate  fu- 
gar-canes,  which  they  firft  procured  from  the  iiland  of  Madeira. 
Sugar,  which  till  then  had  been  ufed  only  in  medicine,  became  aa 
article  of  luxury  ;  princes  and  gre^^t  men  were  all  eager  to  procure 
themfelves  this  new  fpecies  of  indulgence.  This  circumftance  proved 
favourable  to  Brafil,  and  enabled  it  to  extend  its  fugar  pla,ntations. 
The  court  of  Lifbon,  notwithftanding  its  prejudices,  began  to  be 
fenfible,  that  a  colony  might  be  beneficial  to  the  mother  country, 
without  producing  gold  or  filver;  and  this  fettlement,  which  had 
been  wholly  left  to  the  capricious  management  of  the  colonifts,  was 
laow  thought  to  defcrve  fome  kind  of  attention  j  and  accordingly 
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Thomas  de  Souza  was  ftnt  thither,  in  1549,  to  rtgnlatc  and  iiip;i. 
intend  if.  ' 

This  ahlc  governor  hfg.in  by  redncini^  thefc  men,  who  had  alwr'yi 
Jived  in  a  ftate  ot"  anarchy,  into  proper  lutwrdiniuion,  atui  britijijin;^' 
tbeir  fcaftcre<i  plantatiofis  clofer  tof;fther  ;  after  which  he  applu-d 
himfelf  to  aciiuire  feme  ifitarm.ition  rtf'pc(;"tin}»  the  natives,  witli 
whom  he  knew  he  nuift  be  neceiranly  cnj^at^ed  cither  in  trnJiic  or 
war.  This  ir  was  no  eaty  matter  to  acconiplilh.  Bralii  was  full  ot 
fniall  nation,  fufuc  of  wliuh  inhabited  tlie  forefts,  and  others  hved 
in  the  plai  is  and  air.nf  the  rivers :  fome  had  fettled  habitations,  biit 
the  greater  numbci  u{  them  led  a  roving  life,  and  moft  of  thein 
had  no  intercoiirlc  with  each  other.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppoicd,  that 
fiich  a  people  would  be  at  all  Uiff  ofed  to  fr.bn'it  to  tht:  yoke  which 
the  Porliigiiefe  wanted  to  put  upon  them.  At  firfl  they  on'y  di-ciined 
all  intercourle  with  thcfc  (Grangers ;  l)nt  finding  ih'tnlelvcs  puiJiiH 
in  order  to  l)e  made  flaves,  rind  to  be  emp'. 'yiii  in  tin- iitbwurs  of 
the  field,  thev  took  the  rcfoliuion  to  murder  and  devo.i  .r  'he  Eu- 
jopcans  they  could  ftize  upon.  'I'he  friends  and  relations  of  the 
frtvagcs  that  were  taken  j)rifoner3  alfo  ventured  to  make  fieqiicnt  at- 
tempts to  rcfcue  them,  and  were  fumetimes  fuoccfsful  ;  lo  th.ic  the 
Portugnefe  were  forced  to  attend  to  the  double  emj)lc)yincnt8  of  la- 
hour  and  war. 

Souza,  by  building  San  Salvador,  gave  a  center  to  the  colony; 
but  the  honour  of  fettling,  extending,  and  making  it  really  ufoiulto 
the  mother  country,  was  referved  for  the  Jefuits  who  attended  liim. 
Thefe  men,  who  for  their  arts  of  infinuation  and  addrefs  have  been 
equalled  by  none,  dilpeifed  themfelves  among  the  Indians,  When 
any  of  the  mifiionaries  were  murdered,  they  were  inmiediately  re- 
placed by  others ;  and  feeming  to  be  infpired  only  with  fentiments 
of  peace  and  charity,  the  Indians,  in  procefs  of  time,  grew  not  only 
familiar  but  palfionately  fond  of  them.  As  the  miffionaries  were 
too  few  in  number  to  franlaft  all  the  bufinefs  themfelves,  they  fre- 
quently deputed  fome  of  the  moft  inttlligent  Indians  in  their  Head. 
Thefe  men,  having  diftributed  hatchets,  knives  and  looking-glafTes, 
among  the  favages  they  met  with,  reprefented  the  I'ortugucie  as  a 
harmleis,  humane,  and  good  fort  of  people. 

The  profperity  of  the  colony  of  Brafil,  which  was  vifibletoali 

Europe,  excited  the  envy  of  the  French,  Spaniards  and  Dutch  <uc- 

ceffively :  the  latter,  indeed,  bid  fairefl  for  the  conqtieft  of  the  whole; 

their  admiral  Henry  Lonk  at  rived,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
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if);o,  with  forty-fix  men  of  war,  on  the  coaft  of  Fcrnamlni'ca,  one 
of  the  larjjcft  and  bcft  lortilied  capt.unlhips  of  thffe  parts.     Ho  re- 
duced it  after  fcvcral  oblhiiatc  cti^.it;tii.  ;its,  in  whlih  lie  was  alway* 
vutorious.     Tlie  troops  he  Ictt  behind  fiibdicd  the  tapiainfliips  of 
Temaraca,  Parciba,  and  Rio  (iiarulc,  in  rlie  years  i6j  j,   1634,  and 
i6^;.     Thei'd,  as  well  as  Fernaiiilnjcca,  furnilhi  d  annually  a  large 
cjuantity  of  fugar,  a  great  deal  of  .vood  fijf  dying,  and  oilier  commo- 
dities.   The  Hollanders  were  fo  elated   with  thj  acciuifition  of  this 
^vcalth,  which  Howcd  to  AinlUrdam  intlead  of  l.ifbon,  that  they  de- 
urmined  to  conquer  all  the  Ihalils,  and  entriifted  Maurice  of  Naillni 
vitli  tlie  conduct  of  this  enterprilc.     That  general  reached  the  place 
lit'  Ills  dclHnation  in  the  bej'.inning  of  tlie  year  1637  ;  he  found  the 
foldiers  {o  well  difcij)lined,  the  coniinanders  fiich  experifiiced  men, 
i,:.d  {0  much  readinefs  in  all  to  cmjiipc,  that  he  dirciitlv  took  tin; 
f'.'ld.    He  was  fuccetiivcly  oppofed  by  Albucpierqu*.*,  Ihnjola,  Lew  i* 
j;occa  dc  Borgia,  aud  the  Bialilian  CiiiKioi],  the  idol  of  his  people, 
palHonatcly   fond   of  the   P-^if-i^uek-,    brave,  active,  cunning,  and 
who  wanted  no  qualification  neced'.iry  for  a  general,  but  to  havtJ 
kariicd  the  art  of  war  under  able  comniander,i.     Tl  cfe  feveral  chiefs 
txeitcd  their  utmofl  eftbrts  to  defend  the  poilelnoui  that  were  under 
tlicir  protection  ;    but  their  endeavours  proved   inefteftual.     The 
lAirch  feized  upon  the  captainfhips  of  Siara,    Scregippc,    and  the 
j;re:.:er  part  of  that  of  Bahia.     Seven  of  the  hfteen  pruvinccs  which 
compofed  the  colony  had  already  fubniittod  to  rhe:ii,  and  they  tiat- 
tercd  themfelves  that  one  or  two  campaigns  would  make  them  mafters 
of  the  reft  of  their  enemies  pollUHons  in  that  part  of  America,  when 
tlicy  were  fuddenly  checked  by  the  revohition  happening  on  the  ba- 
nifluiient  of  Philip  IV.  and  placing  the  duk.-  of  Braganza  on  tlie 
tlirone.     After  this,   the  Portuguefe   recovering  their  fpirits,  fooa 
ilrove  the  Dutch  out  of  Brafil,  and  have  continued  mailers  of  it  ever 
fiiice. 

The  country  of  Brafil  is  divided  into  the  foHowing  provinces,  at 
".aptainlhips,  as  they  are  called,  viz.  I'aria,  Maragnano,  Siara,  Rio 
Grande,  Parciba,  Tamarica,  Fernambucca,  Seregippe,  Bahia, 
I'orto  Seguro,  Kfperito  Santo,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Angra,  St.  Vincent, 
and  Del  Rey. 

The  harbours  of  Brahl  are  Panambuco,  All  Saints,  Rio  Janeiro, 
til- port  of  St.  Vincent,  the  harbour  of  Gabriel,  and  the  port  of  St.  • 
Salvador  ;    and  with  reipedl  to  rivers,  thei'c  are  a  great  number  of  ' 
noble  ftreams,  which  unite  with  the  rivers  Amazon  and  Plata, .  bcfides 
•the^s  which  fall  into  the  Atlnnric  oc€r,n. 
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The  climate  of  Brafil  has  been  defcribcd  by  two  eminent  natura- 
lilT?,  Pifo  and  Margrave,  who  obfei*ved  it  with  a  phildfophical  acr.u- 
racy,  to  be  temperate  and  mild,  when  compared  with  that  of  Africa  ; 
they  afcribe  this  chiefly  to  the  refrefliing  wind  which  blows  continu- 
ally from  the  iea.    The  air  is  not  only  cool,  but  chilly  through  the 
night,  fo  that  the  natives  kindle  a  fire  every  evening  in  their  huts. 
As  the  rivers  in  this  country  annually  overflow  their  banks,  and  leave 
a  fort  of  flime  upon  the  hnds,  the  foil  here  muft  he  in  many  places 
amazingly  rich  ;  and  this  correfponcls  with  the  beft  information  upon 
the  fubjeft.      The  vegetable  productions   arc  Indian  corn,    fugar 
canes,    tobaccoj    indigo,    hides,    ipecacuana,   balfara,   Bralil   wood, 
xvhich  is  of  a  red  colour,  hard  and  dry,  and  is  chiefly  ufcd  in  dying, 
hut  not  the  red  of  the  heft  kind.    Here  is  alfo  tli«^  ydlow  fiiftic,  of  ulc 
in  dying  yellow,  and  a  beautiful  piece  of  fpeckled  wood,  niad«  ufe  of 
in  cabinet  work.    Here  are  live  different  forts  of  palm  trees,  fomc 
curious  ebony,  and  a  great  variety  of  cotton  trees.     This  country 
abounds  in  horned  cattle,  which  are  hunted  for  their  hides  only,- 
twenty  thoufand  being  fent  annually  into  Europe.     There  is  alfo  a 
plenty  of  deersj  hares,  and  other  game.    Amongft  the  wild  beafls 
found  here,  are  tigers,  porcupines,  janouveras^  and  a  fierce  animal, 
fojuewhat  like  a  greyhound  ;  monkeys,  floths,  and  the  topiraflbu,  a 
creature  between  a  bull  and  an  afs,  but  without  horns,  and  entirely 
harmlefs,  the  flefli  is  very  good,  and  has  the  flavour  of  beef.    There 
is  a  numberlefs  variety  of  fowl,  wild  and  tame,  in  this  country;  among 
thefe  are  turkeys,    fine  white  hens  and  ducks.    The  remarkable 
birds  are  the  humming  bird;  thelankima,  fometimes  called  the  uni- 
corn bird,  from  its  having  a  horn,  two  or  three  inches  long,  growing 
out  of  its  forehead  ;  the  guira,  famous  for  often  changing  its  colour, 
being  firft  black,  then  aflicoloured,  next  white,  afterwards  fcarler, 
aiid  lalV  of  all  crimfon  ;  which  colours  grow  richer  and  deeper  the 
longer  the  bird  lives.     Among  the  abundance  of  fifh  with  which  the 
feSs,  lakes,  and  rivers  of  this  country  arc  flored,  is  the  globe  fifli,  fo 
called  from  its  form,  which  is  fo  befct  with  fpines  like  a  hedgehog, 
that  it  bids  defiance  to  all  fifli  of  prey.     But  the  molt  remarkable 
creature  is  the  fea  bladder,  {o  called  becaufe  it  greatly  refembles  one, 
and  I'wims  on  the  lurface  of  the  waves  ;  the  infide  is  filled  with  air, 
except  a  fmall  quantity  of  water,  that  ferves  to  poife  it.     The  Ikin  h 
very  thin  and  tranfparent,  and  like  a  bubble  raifed  in  the  water,  re- 
ficfts  all  the  colours  of  the  Iky.     Branl  breeds  a  great  variety  offer- 
peats  and  venomous  creatures,  among  which  are  the  Indian  falaman- 
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rfer,  a  four-leggeS  irtfeftj  the  fting  of  which  is  mortal ;  the  ihvrshocif 
a  fpecies  of  ferpent,  about  feven  yards  long,  and  Haifa  yard  in  cir- 
cumference, whofe  poifon  is  inftantaneoufly  fetal ;  the  rattle*fnake, 
which  there  attains  an  enormous  fi2e  ;  the  liboyd,  or  roe-buck  fnak^ 
which  authors  inform  us  are  ipable  of  fwallowing  a  roe-buck  wfible 
with  his  horns,  being  betvve«..i  twenty  and  thirty  feet  in  length,  dtill 
two  yards  in  circumference.  Befide?  thofe,  there  are  many  other  ifi« 
fcfts  and  ferpents  of  a  dangerous  and  venomous  nature. 

The  gold  and  diamond  mines  are  but  a  recent  difcoveryj  thejf 
were  firrt  opened  in  the  year  i68r,  and  have  lince  yielded  above  fiv« 
miliioh*  fterling  annually,  of  which  fum  a  fifth  belongs  to  the  crown. 
So  plentiful  are  diamonds  in  this  country,  that  the  court  of  Portugal 
has  found  it  necefiary  to  reftrain  their  importation,  to  prevent  too 
peat  a  dimunition  of  their  value.  They  are  neither  fo  hard  nor  fo 
clear  as  thofe  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  nor  do  they  fparkle  fo  mdch,  but 
they  are  whiter.  The  Brafilian  diamonds  are  fold  ten  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  the  Oriental  ones,  fuppofing  the  weights  to  be  equal. 
The  largeft  diamond  in  the  world  was  ftnt  from  Brafil  to  the  king  of 
Portugal ;  it  weighs  one  thoufdhd  fix  hundred  and  eighty  carats,  br 
twelve  ounces  and  a  half,  and  has  been  valued  at  fifty-fix  miilions 
feven  hundred  and  cighty-feveh  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  Some 
lliilful  lapidaries,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  this  fiippofed  diamotld 
is  only  a  topaz,  in  which  cafe  a  vfety  great  abatemeht  tnuft  be  made  Ih 
its  value.  The  crown  revenue  arifing  from  this  colony  amounts  to 
two  millions  fterling  in  gold,  if  we  may  credit  fome  late  writers,  bli* 
fides  the  duties  and  cuftoms  on  merchandife  imported  from  that 
quarter.  This,  indeed,  is  more  than  a  fifth  of  thfe  precious  metd 
produced  by  the  mines,  biit  every  other  confequent  advantage  confi* 
dered,  it  probably  does  not  much  exceed  the  truth. 

The  extraftion  of  gold  is  neither  very  laborious  hor  danger- 
ous in  Brafil.  It  is  fometimes  oh  the  furface  of  the  foil,  and  this  is  thfc 
pureft  kind,  and  at  other  times  it  is  neceflary  to  dig  for  it  eighteen  at 
twenty  feet,  but  feldom  lower.  It  is  found  in  larger  pieces  upoh  thfe 
mountains  and  barren  rocks  than  in  the  vallej's,  or  on  the  border^  of 
the  river.  Every  man  who  difcovers  a  mine,  muft  give  notice  of  it 
to  the  government.  If  the  vein  be  thought  of  little  confequence  by 
perfons  appointed  to  examine  it,  it  is  always  given  up  to  the  public ;  if 
it  be  declared  to  be  a  rich  vein,  the  government  referve  a  portion  of 
it  to  themfclves ;  another  Ihare  iS  givfen  to  the  coriirhandant,  a  third 
to  the  intendant,  and  two  (hares  are  fecured  to  the  dircoVtrch    The 
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miners  are  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  king  of  Portugal  a  fifth  part  of  all 
.thf  gold  which  is  extracted. 

,  St.  Salvador  is  the  capital  of  Brafil.  This  city  has  a  noble,  fpaci- 
ous  and  commodious  harbour,  is  built  on  a  high  and  ftecp  rock, 
having  the  fea  upon  one  fide,  and  a  lake  forming  a  crefcent  on  the 
jOther,  The  fituation  makes  it  in  a  manner  impregnable  by  nature, 
,  and  the  I'ortuguefe  have  befides  added  to  it  very  ftrong  fortihcations ; 
it  is  populous,  magnificent,  and  beyond  comparifon  the  moft  gay  and 
opulent  in  all  Brafil. 

^     The  trade  of  Brafil  is  very  great,  and  increafes  every  year.    The 

Portuguefe  have  opportunities  of  fupplying  themfelves  with  flaves  for 

their  feveral  works,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  any  other  European 

,  power  that  has  fettlements  in  America,  they  being  the  only  European 

,  nation  that  has  eftabliflied  colonies  in  Africa,  from  whence  they  import 

as  many  as  forty  thoufand  negroes  annually. 

The  cxceflive  confluence  of  people  to  the  Brafil  colonies,  as  well 
from  other  countries  as  from  Poriugal,  not  only  enlarges  the  imports 
of  gold,  diamonds,  fugar,  tobacco,  hides,  drugs  and  medicines,  but 
what  is  of  infinitely  more  importance  to  Europe  in  general,  the  expor- 
tation of  the  manufaftures  of  this  hemifpherc,  of  which  the  principal 
are  the  following  :  Great-Britain  fends  woollen  manufactures,  fuch 
as  fine  broad  medley  cloths,  fine  Spanifli  cloths,  fcarlet  and  black 
xloths,  ferges,  duroys,  druggets,  fagathies,  flialloons,  camblets,  and 
^Norwich  fluffs,  black  Colchefter  bays,  fays,  and  perpetuanas,  called 
long  ells,   hats,  (lockings,    and  gloves.     Holland,    Germany,   and 
France,   chiefly  export  fine   hollands,   bone  lace,  and  fine  thread ; 
filk  manufadures,  pepper,  lead,  block  tin,  and  other  articles,  arc 
alfo  fent  from  different  countries.     Befides  the  particulars  already 
fpecificd,  England  likewise  trades  with  Portugal,  for  the  ufeoftlie 
Brafils,  in  copper  and  brafs,  wrought  and  unwrought  pewter,  and 
all  kinds  of  hardware  ;  all  which  articles  have  fo  enlarged  the  Portu- 
guefe trade,  that  inflead  of  twelve  (hips  ufually  employed  in  the 
Brafil  commerce,  there  are  now  never  fewer  than  one  hundred  fail 
jof  large  vefTels  conftantly  going  and  returning  to  thofe  colonies.    To 
s\\  this  may  be  added,  that  Brafil  receives  from  Madeira  great  quantity 
of  wine,  vinegar,  and  brandy ;  and  from  the  Azores,  hquors  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  per  ann.  Indeed,  the  commerce 
of  Brafil  alone  is  fufticient  to  raife  Portugal  to  a  confiderable  height ot 
naval  power,  as  it  maintains  a  conflant  nurfery  of  feamen ;   yet  2 
certain  infatuation  in  the  policy  of  the  country  hus  prevented  that  ef- 1 
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feft  even  amidfl  all  thefe  extraordinary  advantages.    All  the  ihlps  in 

this  trade  being  under  the  dire£lioi>  of  the  government,  have  their 

appointed  fcafons  of  going  and  returning,  under  convoy  of  a  certain 

number  of  men  of  war ;  nor  can  a  fingle  fliip  dear  out  or  go,  except 

with  the  fleet,  but  by  a  fpecial  licence  from  the  king,  which  is  fddom 

granted,   though  it  is   cafily  determined  that  fuch  reftri£llons  can- 

prove  no  way  beneficial  to  the  general  commerce,  though  poffihly  the 

crown  revenue  may  be  better  guarded  thereby.    The  fleets  fail  in  the 

following  order,  and  at  the  following  ftated  periods :  that  to  Rio  de 

laneiro  fcts  fail  in  January ;    the  fleet  to  Bahia,  or  the  bay  of  All 

Saints,  in  February;    and  the  third  fleet,  to  Fernambucca,  in  the 

month  of  March. 

The  native   Brafilians  are  about  the  (ize  of  the  Europeans,  but 
not  fo  flout.     They  are  iubjeft  to  fewer  diftempers,  and  are  long 
lived.   They  wear  no  cloathing ;  the  women  wear  their  hair  ex- 
tremely long,  the  men  cut  their's  fliort ;  the  women  wear  braceLets 
of  bones  of  a  beautiful  white,  the  men  necklaces  of  the  fame  ;  the 
women  paint  their  faces,  and  the  men  their  bodies.    The  food  of  the 
Brafilians  is  very  fimple  ;  they  live  upon  fliell  fifli  by  the  fea  fide,' 
along  the  rivers  by  fifliing,  and  in  the  forefls  by  hunting;  and  when 
tliefc  fail,  they  live  upon  calfava  and  other  roots.  They  ate  extremely 
fond  of  dancing  and  other  amufements,  arnd  thefe  amufements  are' 
not  interrupted  by  the  worfliip  of  a  Supreme  Being,  for  it  is  faid  they 
know  of  none,  nor  is  their  tranquillity  difturbed  by  the  dread  of  a 
future  flate,  of  which  they  have  no  idea.    They  have,  however,  their' 
magicians,  who,  by  ftrange  contortions,  fo  far  work  upon  the  credu- 
lity of  the  people,  as  to  throw  them  into  violent  convulfions.    If  the 
impoftures  of  thefe  magicians  are  detefted,  they  are  immediately  put' 
to  death,  which  ferves  in  fome  meafurc  to  check  the  fpirit  of  deceit. 
Every  Brafilian  takes  as  many  wives  as  he  choofes,  and  puts  them 
away  when  he  gets  tired  of  them.    When  the  women  lie  in,  they 
keep  their  bed  but  a  day  or  two ;  then  the  mother,  hanging  the  child 
to  her  neck  in  a  cotton  fcarf,  returns  to  her  ufual  occupation,  with- 
out any  kind  of  inconvenience.     Travellers  are  received  with  diftin- 
gyiflied  marks  of  civility  by  the  native  Brafilians :  wherever  they 
go  they  are  furrounded  with  women,  whowafli  their  feet,  and  wel- 
come them  with  the  moil  obliging  exprefllons.    But  it  would  be  an 
^pardonable  affront  if  they  (houjd  leave  the  family  where  they  were 
firft  entertained,    in  hopes  of  better   accommodation  in  another, 
'wmo  of  thefe  virtues,  however,   were  more  applicable  to  tlufe 
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natives,  before  they  were  corrupted  by  an  iiitercourle  with  the  £ur«< 
peans. 

With  refpcCt  to  the  religion  of  Brafil,  though  the  king  of  Portugal, 
at  grand  matter  of  the  order  of  Chrift,  is  folely  in  pofl'elfion  of  the 
tittet ;  end  though  the  produce  of  the  crufade  belongs;  entirely  to  him, 
yet  in  this  extenfive  country,  fix  biflioprics  have  been  I'ucceiTively 
founded,  which  acknowledge  for  their  fuperior  the  archbiihop  of 
Bohia,  eftabliflied  in  the  year  15^2.  The  fortunate  prelates,  rood 
of  them  Europeans,  who  fill  thefe  honourable  fees,  live  in  a  very 
commodious  manner^  upon  the  emoluments  attached  to  the  function 
of  their  niiniAry,  and  upon  a  penfion  of  from  fifty  to  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  ann.  granted  to  them  by  the  go- 
vernment. Among  the  inferior  clergy,  none  but  the  miirionaries 
who  are  fettled  in  the  Indian  villages  are  paid,  but  the  others  find 
fufficient  refources  in  the  fuperflition  of  the  people.  Befuics  an 
annual  tribute  paid  by  every  family  to  the  clergyman,  he  is  entitled 
to  two  (Ijillings  for  every  birth,  for  every  wedding,  and  every  bu- 
rial.  Though  there  is  not  abfolutely  an  inquifition  in  Brafi),  yet  the 
people  of  that  c  ountry  are  not  protefted  from  the  outrages  of  that  bar- 
barous and  infernal  inilitution. 

The  government  of  Brafil  is  in  the  viceroy,  who  has  two  coun- 
cils, one  for  criminal,  the  other  for  civil  alTairs,  in  both  of  which  he 
prefide*  j  but  there  is  no  part  of  the  world  where  the  lawyer* 
are  more  corrupt,  or  the  chicanery  of  their  profelTion  more  prac- 
lifed. 

Only  half  of  the  Cap.ainfliips,  into  which  this  country  is  divided, 
Wlor\f;  to  the  crown,  the  reft  being  fiefs  made  over  to  fome  of  the 
nobility,  in  rtward  of  their  extraordinary  fervices,  who  do  little  nioi< 
thao  acknowledge  th<(  fovereignty  of  the  king  of  Portugal. 
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V^AYENNE  is  bounded  north  and  caft,  by  the  Atlantic  oceau  ; 
fouth,  by  the  Amazonia ;  and  weft,  by  Guiana,  or  Surinam.  It  extends 
two  hundred  and  forty  miles  along  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  and  nearly 
three  hundred  miles  within  land,  lying  between  the  equator  and  the 
(th  degree  of  north  latitude. 

The  land  along  the  coaft  is  low,  and  very  fubjeft  to  inundations 
during  the  rainy  feafons,  from  the  multitude  of  rivers  which  rufli 
down  from  the  mountains  with  .j;reat  impetuoGty.  Here  the  atmof* 
phere  is  very  hot,  rooift  and  unwholefome,  efpecially  where  the 
woods  are  not  cleared  away  ;  but  on  the  higher  parts  where  the  trees 
are  cut  down,  and  the  ^.uund  laid  out  in  plantations,  the  air  is  more 
healthy,  and  the  heat  great,  mitigated  by  the  fea  breezes.  The 
foil  in  many  parts  is  very  fertile,  producing  fugar,  tobacco,  Indian 
corn,  fruits,  and  other  neceilaries  of  life. 

The  French  h^ve  taken  pofleffion  of  an  illand  upon  this  coaft,  called 
alfo  Cayenne.  This  fettlement  was  begun  in  1635.  A  report  had 
prevailed  for  fome  time  before,  that  in  the  interior  parts  of  Guiana, 
there  was  a  country  known  by  the  name  of  del  Dorado,  which  con« 
taintd  immenfe  riches  in  gold  and  precious  ftones,  more  than  ever 
Corter  and  Pizarro  had  found  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  and  this  fable  had 
fired  the  imagination  of  every  nation  in  Europe.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
this  was  the  country  in  queft  of  which  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  went  on  hi4 
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laft  voyage  ;  and  as  the  French  were  not  behind  their  neighbours  in 
their  endeavours  to  find  out  fo  defuable a  country,  fome  attempts  for 
this  purpofe  were  likeivife  made  by  that  nation  much  about  the  fame 
time,  which  at  laft  coming  to  nothing,  the  adventurers  took  up  their 
refidcncc  on  the  ifland  of  Cayenne.  In  1643,  fome  merchants  of 
Kouen  \mited  tlieir  Hock,  with  a  defign  to  fupport  the  new  colony, 
but  committing  their  affairs  (o  one  Poncet  dt  Bretigny,  a  man  of  a 
ferocious  difpofition,  he  declared  war  botli  againll  the  rolonifts  and 
lav.ige^,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  foon  maflacred.  This  ra- 
t.illrophe  entirely  extingui(hed  the  ardour  of  thefe  aflbciates ;  and  in 
^65 1  a  new  company  was  eftaWidicd.  This  piomilcd  to  be  much  more 
conrulerable  than  the  former;  and  they  fet  out  with  fuch  a  capital  as 
enabled  them  tocolledl:  feven  or  eight  hundred  roloniils  in  the  city  of 
i'aris  itfelf.  Thefe  embarked  on  the  Seine  in  order  to  fail  down  to 
Havre  de  Grace,  but  unfortunately  the  Abbe  de  Marivaulr,  a  man  of 
great  virtue,  and  the  piincipal  promoter  of  the  undertaking,  wai 
drowned  as  he  was  ftejjping  into  his  boat.  Another  gentleman  who 
was  to  have  a6ted  as  general,  was  alfalfinated  on  his  pallage ;  and 
twelve  of  the  principal  adventurers  who  had  promifed  to  put  the  co- 
Jony  into  a  f^ouriiliing  fituation,  nut  only  were  the  principal  perpe- 
trators of  this  adV,  but  unifo'"  nly  behaved  in  the  fame  atrocious 
manner.  At  laft  they  hanged  one  of  their  own  number,  two  died, 
three  were  banilbed  to  a  defert  illand,  and  the  reft  abandoned  them- 
Selves  to  every  kind  of  excefs.  The  comnrandanf  of  the  citadel  dcferted 
to  the  Dutch  with  part  of  his  garrifon.  The  favages,  roiifeil  by  num- 
berlefs  provocations,  fell  upon  the  remainder  ;  lo  that  the  few  who 
were  left,  thought  themfelves  happy  in  efcaping  to  the  Leeward 
iflands  in  a  boat  and, two  canoes,  abandoning  the  fort,  ammunition, 
arms,  and  merchandife,  fifteen  months  after  they  had  landed  on  the 
ifland. 

In  1663,  a  new  company  was  formed,  whofe  capital  amounted 
only  to  eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  By  the  alllf- 
tance  of  the  miniftry  they  expelled  the  Dutch,  who  had  taken  pof- 
feilion  of  the  illand,  and  fettled  themfelves  much  more  comfortably 
than  their  predeceflbrs.  In  1667,  the  illand  was  taken  by  the  Eng- 
lifli,  and  in  1676  by  the  Dutch,  but  afterwards  reftored  to  the 
French,  and  fince  that  time  has  never  been  attacked,  bi.  >'i  .'.utT, 
fome  pirates,  laden  with  the  fpoils  they  had  gathered  in  the  South 
feas,  came  and  fixed  their  refidence  at  Cayenne,  refolving  to  employ 
the  treafures  tlaey  had  acqtiired  in  the  cultiviition.  of  the  lands.    In 
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:688,  Dnraflp,  an  able  fcaman,  nirived  with  fomefliips  from  Fntice, 
and  propofcd  to  them  the  plundering  of  Surinam.  This  p.ropolal 
exciting  their  natural  turn  for  plunder,  the  pirates  betook  thcmfclves 
to  their  old  trade,  and  almoft  all  the  reft  followed  their  example. 
The  expedition,  however,  proved  unfortunate;  many  of  the  al- 
failants  were  killed,  and  all  the  reft  taken  prifoners  and  lent  to  the 
Caribbee  iilands.    This  lois  the  colony  has  never  yet  recovered. 

The  ifland  of  Cayenne  is  about  lixtecn  leagues  in  circumference, 
and  is  only  parted  from  the  continent  by  two  rivers.  By  a  particular 
formation,  imcommon  in  iflands,  the  land  is  hij;hcft  near  the  watiT 
fule,  and  low  in  the  middle.  Hence  the  land  is  lb  full  of  moralFcs,  that 
all  comnjiinication  between  the  different  parts  of  it  is  impoffible, 
without  taking  a  great  circuit.  There  are  fome  fmall  tracts  of  an  ex- 
rellcnt  foil  to  be  found  here  and  there  ;  but  the  generality  is  dry, 
iandy,  and  foon  exhaufted.  The  only  town  in  the  colony  is  defended 
by  a  covert  way,  a  large  ditch,  a  very  good  mud  rampart,  and  five 
baltions*  In  the  middle  of  the  town  is  a  pretty  confiderable  taii- 
iience,  of  which  a  redoubt  has  been  made  that  is  called  the  tort.  The 
entrance  into  the  harbour  is  through  a  narrow  channel,  and  fliip* 
can  only  get  in  at  high  water  owing  to  the  rocks  and  reels  that  are 
Icattercid  about  this  pafs. 

The  firft  produce  of  Cayenne  was  the  arnotto,  from  the  produce 
of  which,  the  colonifts  proceeded  to  that  of  cotton,  indigo,  and  laflly, 
fugar.    It  was  the  firft  of  all  the  French  colonies  that  attempted  to 
cultivate  coffee.    The  coffee  tree  was  brought  from  Surinam  in  1721, 
by  fome  deferters  from  Cayenne,  who  purchafed  their  pardon  by  fo 
doing.     Ten  or  twelve  years  after  they  planted  cocoa  ;  we  have  very 
little  account  of  the  produce  with  refpee't  to  quantity,  but  as  far  back 
33  the  year   1752,  there  were  exported  from  Cayenne  two  hundred 
y.'A  fixty  thoufaitd  five  hundred  and  forty-oi.j  pounds  of  arnotto, 
eighty  thouland  three  hundred  and  fixty  three  pounds  of  fugar,  feven- 
tecn  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  of  cotton,  twentvr 
iix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds  of  coffee,  ninety- 
one  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixtecn  pounds  of  cocoa,  fix  hundred 
:t'!(l  eii^htcen  tree*  for  timber,  and  one  hundred  and  four  planks. 
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SURINAM,   OR  DUTCH  GUIANA. 


X  HIS  province,  the  only  one  belonging  to  the  Dutch  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  is  iituated  between  5°  and  7°  north  latitude, 
having  the  mouth  of  the  Oronoko  and  the  Atlantic,  on  the  north ; 
Cayenne,  on  the  call ;  Amazonia,  on  the  fouth  ;  and  Terra  Firnia 
on  the  weft. 

The  Dutch  claim  the  whole  coafl:  from  the  mouth  of  Oronoko  to 
the  river  Marowyne,  on  which  are  iituated  their  colonies  of  Effequibo, 
Demerara,  Berbicc,  and  Surinam.  The  latter  l)cgins  with  the 
river  Saramacha,  and  ends  with  the  Marowyne,  including  a  length  of 
coaft  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles. 

A  number  of  fine  rivers  pafs  through  this  country,  the  principal  of 
which  are  Effequibo,  Surinam,  Demerara,  Berbice,  and  Conya. 
EfTequibo  is  nine  miles  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  is  more  than  three 
hundred  miles  in  length.  Surinam  is  a  beautiful  river,  three  quar* 
ters  of  a  mile  wide,  navigai/ie  for  the  largcft  vcflels  four  leagues,  and 
£or  fmaller  veiTels  fixty  or  feventy  miles  farther.  Its  banks,  quite  to 
the  water's  edge,  are  covered  with  evergreen  mangrove  trees,  which 
render  the  paflage  up  this  river  very  delightful.  The  Demerara  is 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide  where  it  empties  into  the  Suri> 
-aatn,  is  nayinable  for  large  veflels  one  huadred  miles ;  a  hundred 
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t.iles  farther  arc  feveral  falls  oC  eafy  afcent,  above  which  it  divides 
into  the  foiuh-weft  and  fouth-eaft  branches. 

The  water  of  the  lower  parts  in  the  river  is  brackifli,  and  unfit 
for  life  ;  and  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  inakK  ufe  of  rain  water, 
wliich  is  here  uncommonly  fweet  and  good.  It  is  caught  in  cifterns 
placet!  under  ground,  and  before  drinking,  is  fet  in  large  earthen 
pot3  to  fettle,  by  which  means  it  becomes  very  clear  and  whole- 
lome.  Thefe  ciflcrns  are  fo  large  and  numerous,  that  water  is  id* 
dom  ii;arcc. 

In  the  months  of  September,  Oftober,  and  November,  thecli* 
mate  is  unhealthy,  particularly  to  ftrangers.  The  common  difeafea 
ate  putrid  and  other  fevers,  the  dry  belly-ach,  and  the  dropfy.  One 
linndred  miles  back  from  the  fea,  the  foil  is  quite  different,  a  hilly 
country,  a  pure,  dry,  wholefome  air,  where  a  fire  fometimes  would 
not  be  difngreeable.  Along  the  fea  coaft  the  water  is  unwholefome, 
the  air  damp  and  fultry.  The  thermometer  ranges  from  75°  to  go** 
tiirough  the  year.  A  north-eaft  breeze  never  fails  to  blow  from  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  through  the  day,  in  the  hottefl  feafons. 
As  the  days  and  nights  throughout,  the  year  are  very  nearly  of  an 
5r,'ial  length,  the  air  can  never  become  extremely  heated,  nor  the 
inhabitants  fo  greatly  incommoded  by  the  heat,  as  thofe  who  live  at  a 
krefiter  diftancc  from  the  equator.  The  feafons  were  formerly  di- 
vided regularly  into  rainy  and  dry;  but  of  late  years  fo  much  depen- 
Ir.ce  cannot  be  placed  upon  them,  owing  probably  to  the  country's 
)eiiig  more  cleared,  by  which  means  a  free  paffage  is  opened  for  tjie 
lir and  vapours. 

Through  the  whole  country  runs  a  ridge  ofoyfter  fliclls,  nearly 
Wlel  to  the  coaft,  but  three  or  four  leagues  from  it,  of  a  confide- 
to  breadth,  and  from  four  to  eight  feet  deep,  compofed  of  Ihel's 
acdy  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe  which  form  the  prefent  coaft : 
|onithis  and  other  circumftances,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that 
f  land,  from  that  diflance  from  the  fea,  is  all  new  land,  refciied 
iRi  the  water  by  fome  revolution  in  nature,  or  other  uuknowu 
ife. 

|0n  each  fide  of  the  rivers  and  creeks  are  fitnated  the  plantaiions, 
itaiuing  from  five  hundred  to  two  thoufand  acres  each,  in  number 
>iit  five  hundred  and  iifty  in  the  whole  colony,  producing  at  pfe- 
Mmiually  about  lixteen  thoufand  hogflieads  of  fugir,  twelve  rail- 
[wuntls  of  coffee,  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  cocoa,  eight 
'M  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  of  cotton:  all  which  ni tides 
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cotton  excepted,  have  fallen  off  vviihir>.  fifteen  years,  at  Icaft  one  third, 
owing  to  bad  man.igcmtnr,  both  here  and  in  Holland,  and  to  other 
caui(2s.    Of  the  proprietors  of  thefe  plantations,  not  above  eighty 
rcfidc  here.   Tiie  fuj^ar  plantations  have  many  of  them  water  milU, 
which  being  much  more  profitable  than  others,  and  the  fituation  ot" 
tlie  colony  admitting  of  them,  will  j)robnbly  become  general;  of  the 
rcl>,  fome  are  worked  by  mules,  others  by  cattle,  but  from  the  low- 
ntfs  of  the  country  none  by  the  wind.  The  cftatcs  are  for  the  grciitdl 
pait  inoitgagcd  for  as  much  or  niore  than  they  are  worth,  which 
greatly  dilc(>»:ragcs  any  improvements  which  might  othcrwife  be  made. 
Was  it  not  for  the  \nifoj-tunate  fituation  of  the  colony  in  this  and  other 
ftfpei^ts,  it  is  certainly  capable  of  being  brouglit  to  a  great  height  of 
improvement ;    dyes,   gums,   oils,    plants   for  medicinal  pnrpofcs, 
&c.  might,  and  undoubtedly  will,  at  fome  future  period,  be  found 
in  abundance.     Rum  might  be  diftilied  here  ;  indigo,  ginger,  rice 
and  tubaecu,  have  been,  and  may  be  farther  cultivated,  and  m.n\ 
other  articles.    In  the  woods  are  found  many  kinds  of  good  and  du- 
rable timber,  and  fome  woods  for  ornamental  purpofes,  puiticulariy 
a  kind  of  mahogany  called  copic.     The  foil  is  perhaps  as  rich  and  I 
as  luxuiiant  as  any  in  the  world  ;  it  is  generally  a  rich,  fat,  loany 
earth,^  lying  in  fome  places  above  the   level  of  the  rivers  at  hi^h 
water,  which  rife  about  eight  feet,   but  in   moft  places  below  it.j 
Whenever,  from  a  continued  comfe  of  cultAalion  for  many  years,  al 
piece  of  land  becomes  impoverifhed,  for  mr.nure  is  not  known  hereJ 
it  is  laid  under  water  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  thereby  rej 
gains  its  fertility,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  new  piece  of  wood  landiJ 
cleared.     Tlii^  country  h  is  never  experienced  thole  dreadful  itourgej 
of  tb.e  \\'el%-T:!dics,  hurricanes;  and  droughts  from  the  lo'vrJs  oj 
the  land  it  has  not  to  fear,  nor  has  the  produce  ever  been  deflwe 
by  inlfas  or  by  the  blaft.     In  fliort,  this  colony,  by  proper  nianagd 
menr,  might  become  equal  to  Jamaica,  or  any  other.     Land  is  nj 
wanting  ;    it   is   finely   interfecl-ed  by  noble  rivers,    and  ahundi 
creeks;  the  foil  is  of  the  bcft  kind;  it  is  well  fuuated,  and  the  cl 
mate  is  not  very  unhealthy  :  it  is  certainly  growing  better,  ajidttj 
continue  fo  to  do,  the  more  the  country  is  cleared  of  its  woods,  2J 
cultivated. 

The  rivers  abound  with  fifli,  fome  of  which  are  good;  atcerti 
ft:afons  of  the  year  there  is  plenty  of  turtle.  The  woods  abound  wj 
plenty  of  deer,  hares,  and  rabbits,  a  kind  ofbulfaloe,  audtwofK 
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of  wild  hoy'f  one  of  which,  the  peccary,  ij  remarkable  fur  having 
iti  navel  on  the  back. 

The  woods  arc  infcftcd  with  feveral  fj)ccics  of  tigers,  hut  with 
no  other  ravenous  or  dangerous  animals.  'I'he  rivers  arc  rendered 
d:inc;erous  by  ail^^.itors,  from  four  to  fevcn  feet  long,  and  a  man  was 
afliort  time  fince  cniflied  between  the  jaws  of  a  iifh,  but  its  name  is 
not  known.  Scorpions  and  tarantulas  are  found  here  of  a  large  fizc 
and  great  venom,  and  other  inierts  without  number,  fome  of  them 
very  dangerous  and  troublelbme.  The  torpoi  ific  eel,  the  (ouch  of 
which,  by  means  of  the  bare  hand  or  any  conductor,  has  the  effeil'l 
of  a  ftrong  electrical  (liock.  Serpents  a'fo,  fome  of  which  are  ve- 
nomous, and  others,  as  has  been  aiferted  by  many  credible  perfons, 
are  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  feet  lonjr.  In  the  woods  are  monkeys, 
the  floth,  and  parrots  in  all  their  varieties ;  alfo  fome  birds  of  beau- 
tiful plumage,  among  others  the  tl.imingo,  but  few  or  no  finging 
birds. 

Paramaribo,  fituated  on  Surinam  river,  four  leagues  from  the  fea, 
north  latitude  6°,  wed  longitude  ^5°  from  Greenwich,  is  the  prin- 
ripal  town  in  Surinam.  It  contains  about  two  thoufand  whites, 
oiiehalf  of  whom  are  Jews,  and  eight  thoufand  Haves.  The  lioufes 
are  principally  of  wood,  iome  few  have  glafs  windows,  but  generally 
t!cy  have  wooden  fiuiiters.  The  itreets  are  fpacious  and  ftraight, 
and  planted  on  each  fide  with  orange  or  tamarind  trees. 

About  feventy  miles  from  the  fe.i,  on  the  fafne  river,  is  a  village 
of  about  forty  or  fifty  hd\iies,  inhabited  by  Jews.  This  village,  and 
the  town  above  mentioned,  with  the  intervening  plantations,  contain 
all  the  inhabitants  in  this  colony,  which  amount  to  three  thouland 
two  hundred  whites,  and  forty-three  thoufand  llaves.  The  buildings 
on  the  plantations  are  many  of  them  coftly,  conveniAint,  and  airy. 
The  country  around  is  thinly  inhabited  with  the  native  Indians,  a 
harmlefs  friendly  race  of  beings.  They  are,  in  general,  fliort  of 
tore,  but  remarkably  well  made,  of  a  light  copper  coloi.r,  ftraight 
black  hair,  without  beards,  high  cheek  bones,  and  broad  Ihoulders, 
In  their  ears,  nofes,  and  hair  the  women  wear  ornaments  of  fi,lver, 
kc.  Both  men  and  women  go  naked.  One  nation  or  tribe  of  theui 
tie  the  lower  part  of  the  legs  of  the  female  children,  when  young, 
with  a  cord  bound  very  tight  for  the  breadth  of  fix  inches  about,  the 
ancle,  which  cord  is  never  afterwards  taken  oflF  but  to  put  on  a  new  ' 
one,  by  which  means  the  flefli,  which  fliould  otherwife  grow  on  that 
pan  of  the  leg,  increafes  the  calf  to  a  great  fize,  and  leaves  the  bone 
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below  nearly  l:arc.  This,  tlioui;h  it  niuft  render  them  very  weak, 
Ij  reckoned  a  great  beuuty  l-y  thtiii.  Tlic  lan^;ii.it;e  ot  the  lii(li;n! 
i'.ppcars  t  >  be  very  fott.  They  arc  mortal  eiicancs  to  cvciy  ki:;d  ot 
labour,  bi:t  ntverthe'i.r9  nnnufactiirc  a  icw  arilcles,  Inch  as  very 
fine  cotton  haminocki,  canhcn  water  pots,  balkot  ,  ,i  red  or  yc\\o\s 
dye  called  roiicau,  and  foinc  other  trifles,  all  which  they  vAthati^c 
for  fiich  aiticles  as  they  ftand  in  need  of". 

They  paint  thcmftlvcs  red,  and  fome  arc  curiotilly  tiyurcd  with 
black.  Tluir  tbodconlills  chiefly  of  fiih  itnd  crabs ;  and  calliiva,  o: 
which  they  plant  great  quantities,  and  this  js  almoft  the  only  pro. 
duce  tluy  atttnti  to.  Th^;y  cannot  l)e  laid  to  btf  abfolutely  waiuifr. 
ing  tribes,  but  their  huts  being  merely  a  few  crofs  llipks  covered  with 
blanches,  (o  as  to  defend  them  fron^  the  rain  and  fun,  they  frcqutiuly 
quit  their  hal)itation;,  if  they  fee  occa^on,  and  ellablill;  then  t!l.. 
where.  They  do  not  lliun  the  whites,  and  have  been  icrviceable 
a^riinft  the  riuiaway  nc/3[rocs. 

Dr.  Bancroft  obfcrves,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dutch  Guiam 
eve  either  wliitts,  blacks,  or  the  reddifli  brown  aboriginal  n;i. 
tivi  3.  The  proinifcuous  intercourfe  of  thde  different  people  have 
generated  feveral  intermediate  calls,  whofc  colours  depend  on 
tlicir  degree  of  conianguinity  to  either  whites,  blacks,  negroes,  or 
Indians. 

The  river  vSurinnm  is  guarded  by  a  fort  and  two  redouljts  at  the 
e  itrance,  and  a  fort  at  Paramaribo,  but  none  of  them  of  any 
ftren^th,  fo  that  one  or  two  frigates  would  be  fufticient  to  mnke 
themfclves  mafters  of  the  whole  coiony,  and  never  was  there  a  people 
who  more  ardently  wiiljed  for  a  change  of  government  than  the  in- 
habitants of  this  colony  do  at  this  time.  The  many  grievances  they 
labour  under,  and  the  imme.vse  burthen  of  taxes,  which 
threaten  the  ruin  of  the  colony,  make  them  excufable  in  their  ge- 
neral dcfire  to  change  the  Dutch  for  a  French  government.  Ihis 
13  preciftHy  the  cafe  in  Europe,  the  taxes  are  fo  enormous,  and 
the  opprelfjon  of  the  Staiholderian  government  fo  great,  that  we 
niay  venture  to  aflert,  that  no  hvwau  power  (ivi^ ive  cannot  think  a 
J)innie  one  ivUl  interfere)  can  poflibly  prevent  much  longer  a  revo- 
lution from  taking  place. 

Th'j  lolony  is  not  immediately  un  '- r  the  States  Gencnil, 
but  under  a  company  in  Holland,  called  th  Directors  of  Surinam, 
Ti  co\y\y.?,v\y  JiiJ!  formed  by  the  States  General^  but  now  fupplying  its 
oun  vacancies  j  by  them  are  appointed  ths  governor  at^d  all  the 
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prinripal  t)niccrs  botli  civil  and  military.  The  iDtciior  govern- 
nicnt  coiilifts  oi  a  governor,  aiul  a  liiprcnii;  and  interior  coim- 
cil ;  the  mcrnbcrs  of  the  Litter  arc  cholcn  hy  the  governor  from 
:i  doubh"  nomination  (-t  the  principal  inli.ibltants,  and  thole  of  the 
former  in  the  fame  manner.  By  thei'e  powers,  and  liy  a  maj;irtrat« 
palidini;  over  all  criminal  aftairs,  jiiftice  is  cxecutcvl,  .n  !  hws  aie 
cii.ii'^etl  nctcHary  for  tlic  interior  goveinrxiem  o^thc  colony  ,  'nie  of 
u  more  gc;ieral  and  public  nature  are  cnarted  by  i  .e  dircdtora,  and 
rctiuirc  no  tipprobation  by  the  anirt. 

Tlyj  colony  is   guarded  by  about  one  thouraml  fix  hundred  re- 
jjiil  ir  troops,  paid  by  thu  dircdois.     Thefe  troops,  to^;cihcr  with  a 
coip";  of  about  two   hundred   and   fifry   free  negroes,  paid  by  the 
Duu-h   guvernnient,  and   another  (mall   corps  of  ch.iUcurs,  and  as 
niauy  flaves  as  the  court  thinks  fit  to  older  from  the  planters,  from 
time  to  time,  are  difperfcd  at  polls  placed  at  pioper  cJiftauL  .s  on 
a  cordon,  furrounding  the  colony  on  the   laud   iide,  in  orck-r,  as 
far  as  poirible,  to  defend  the  diftant  plantations  and  the  colojiy   in 
general,    from  the  attacks   of  leveral  dangerous  bands  of  lunavvay 
(laves,  which  from  very  fmall  beginnings  have,  from  the  natural  pro- 
lificacy of  the  ne^MO  race,  and  the  continual  addition  of  freQi  fugi- 
tives, arrived  at  fuch  a  height  as  co  have  coil  the  country  very  tjreat 
funis  of  money,  and  much  luis.of  men,  without  being  able  todo  thel'c 
negroes  any  ctltiuial  injury. 

This  colony  was  firft  poflenid  by  the  French  as  early  as  the  year 
1630  or  ^o,  and  was  abandoned  by  them  on  account  of  its  unhcalihv 
climate.  In  the  year  1650  it  was  taken  by  fomc  Engliflimcn,  and  iix 
1662  a  charter  grant  was  made  of  it  by  Charles  I[.  About  this  time 
it  was  coufitlerably  augmented  by  the  iettlemcnt  of  a  number  of 
Jews,  who  had  been  driven  (>ut  of  Cayenne  and  the  Brafils,  whole 
defcendants,  with  other  Jews,  compofe  at  prcl'ent  one  half  of  the 
white  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  and  arc  allowed  great  privilcc^ts.  In 
1667  it  was  taken  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  Kngtiih  h.'.ving  got  polTel- 
lion  about  the  i;ime  time  of  the  then  Dutch  colony  of  New-York, 
each  parry  retained  its  conquert  ;  the  i'.nglilli  ph'.nrers  moll  of  them 
retired  to  Jamaica,  leaving  their  (laves  behind  them,  wliofe  language 
i3  ftill  Englifli,  but  (b  corrupted  as  not  to  be  uiide;  flood  at  lirlt  by  an 
tnglifluuan. 
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AMAZONIA. 

^/\MAZ0NIA  is  fituated  between  the  cqiiator  and  20^  fouth  hti- 
tilde  ;  its  length  is  one  thoiiland  four  hundred  miles,  and  its  breadth 
nine  hundred  miles :  it  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Terra  Firina  iind 
Guiana;  on  the  eaft  by  Brahl ;  on  the  fouth  by  Pa'.aguay ;  and  on 
the  weft  by  Tern. 

The  air  is  cooler  in  this  country  than  could  be  cxper1:ed,  C'lnildcr- 
ing  it  is  fituated  in  the  torrid  zone.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the  heavy 
r.iins  which  ocxafion  tb.c  rivers  to  overflow  their  banks  one-half  ci 
'the  year,  and  parHy  to  the  cloudinefs  of  th.e  weather,  which  ob- 
fciircs  the  fun  great  part  of  the  time  he  is  above  the  horizon.  During 
the  rainy  fenfon  the  country  is  fubjeift  to  dreadful  ftorms  of  thunder 
and  lightning. 

Tiic  foil  is  extremely  fertile,  producing  cocoa  nuts,  pine  apples, 
b.^nanas,  p'antains,  and  a  great  variety  of  tropical  fruits ;  cedar,  red- 
wood, pak,  ebony,  logwood,  and  many  other  lorts  of  dying  wood; 
together  with  tobacco,  fugar  canes,  cotton,  jiotatoes,  balfam,  honey, 
&:c.  The  wood?  abound  with  tigers,  wild  boars,  buffaloes,  deer, 
and  game  of  various  kinds.  The  rivers  and  lakes  abound  with  tifli. 
Mere  arc  alfo  fca-cows  and  turtles ;  but  the  crocodiles  and  water 
ferpcnts  render  iifliing  a  dangerous  employment. 

The  river  Amazon  is  the  largeft  in  the  known  world.     This  river, 

fo  famous  for  the  length  of  its  courfe,  this  great  vaflal  of  the  fea,  to 

^^hich  it  brings  the  tribute  it  has  received  from  fo  many  of  its  own 

tributaries,  feems  to  be  produced  by  innumerable  torrents,  which 

'lufli  down  with  amnzing  impetuofity  from  the  caftcrn  declivity  ot 

the 
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the  Andes,  and  unite-  in  a  fpacious  plain  to  form  this  immenfe  river. 
Ifl  its  progrcfs  of  thret;  thoiifand  three  hundred  miles  it  receives  the 
waters  ot  a  prodigious  number  of  rivers,  fome  of  wb.ich  come  fiom 
far,  and  are  very  broad  and  deep.  It  is  interfperfcd  with  an  intinita 
number  of  illands,  which  are  too  often  overflowed  to  admit  of  cul- 
ture :  it  lalls  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  under  the  equator,  and  is  the ru 
oae  hundred  and  fifry  miles  broad. 

The  natives  of  this  country,  like  all  the  other  Americans,  are  of 
a  good  ftature,  have  handfome  features,  lonjf  black  hair,  and  cop- 
per complexions.  They  are  faid  to  have  a  tafte  for  the  imitative  arts, 
efpecially  painting  and  fculpturc,  and  make  good  mechanics.     Tlieir 
cordage  is  made  of  the  barks  of  trees,    and  their  fails  of  cotton, 
tlieir  hatchets  of  tortoife  iliells  or  hard  Hones,  their  chifels,  plains  and 
wimbles,  of  the  horns  and  teeth  of  wild  beafts,  and  their  canoes  arc 
trees  hollowed.  They  fpin  and  weave  cotton  cloth,  build  their  houfcs 
with  wood  and  clny,  and  thatch  them  with  reeds.     Their  arms  in 
general  are  darts  and  javelins,  bows  and  arrows,  with  targets  of  cane 
or  fidi  fkins.     The  feveral  nations  are  governed  by  their  chiefs  or 
caziques  ;    it  being  obfervahle,    that  the  monarchical  form  of  go- 
verninent  has  prevailed  almoft  univerfally,  both'among  ancient  and 
fnodern  barharians^  doubtlefs  on  account  of  its  fuperior  advantages 
with  refpeft  to  war  and  rapine,  and  as  requiring  a  much  lefs  refined 
policy  than  the  republican  fyftem,  and  therefore  bell  adapted  for  the 
fiivage    ft:itc.     The   regalia,    which    diftinguifli  the  chiefs,    are  a 
crown  of  pirrots  feathers,  a  chain  of  tigers  teeth  or  claw?,  which 
hangs  .ound  the  vvaiil,  and  a  wooden  fword,  which,  according  to 
fome  authors,  were  intended  for  hiertglyphics. 

As  early  as  the  time  of  Hercules  ;uul  Thcfeus,  the  Greeks  had 
imagined  the  exiftence  of  a  nation  of  Amazons;  with  this  fable  they 
ciiibclliihed  the  hiilory  of  all  their  heroes,  not  excepting  that  oi* 
Alexander;  and  the  Spaniards,  infatuuied-  with  this  dream  of  anti- 
quity, transferred  it  to  America.  They  reported,  that  a  republic 
or  female  warriors  actually  exifted  in  America,  who  did  not  live  in 
fociety  with  men,  and  only  admitted  them  once  a  year  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  proc! cation.  To  give  the  more  credit  to  this  romantic 
Itory,  it  was  reported,  not  without  reafon,  that  the  women  in  Ame- 
rica were  all  (b  unhappy,  and  were  treattxl  with  fuch  contempt  and 
inhumanity  by  the  men,  that  many  of  then?  had  agreed  to  fliike  oft' 
the  yoke  of  their  tyrants.  It  was  farther  l;.';d,  that  being  accuftomed 
to  follow  the  men  itito  tha  foreil;,  and  to  carry  their  provihons  and 
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baggage  when  they  went  out  to  fight  or  to  hunt,  they  mud  necef- 
farily  have  been  inured  to  hardfliips,  and  rendered  capable  of  form- 
ing fo  bold  a  lefolution.  Since  this  ftory  has  been  propagated,  in- 
finite pains  have  been  taken  to  find  out  the  truth  of  it^  but  no  traces 
could  ever  be  difcovered. 

The  mind  of  a  good  man  is  pleafed  with  the  refle6lion,  that  any 
part  of  South-America  has  efcaped  the  ravages  of  European  tyrants. 
This  country  has  hitherto  remained  unlubdued  ;  the  original  inha- 
bitants, therefore,  enjoy  their  native  freedom  and  independence,  the 
birthright  of  ever}-  humi'n  fc-ing. 
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PATAGONIA. 


I  ATAGONIA  IS  fitxiated  between  35"  and  54°  fouth  latitude  j 
its  length  is  eleven  hundred  miles,  and  its  breadth  three  hundred  and 
fifty :  it  is  bounded  north  by  Chili  and  Paragua  ;  eaft  by  the  Atlantic 
ortan;  fouth  by  the  ftraits  of  Magellan ;  weft  by  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  climate  is  faid  to  be  much  colder  in  this  country  than  in  the 
north  under  the  fame  parallels  of  latitude,  whic  is  imputed  to  the 
Andes,  which  pafs  through  it,  being  coverc  1  v\  ith  eternal  fnow :  it 
is  almoft  impoflible  to  lay  what  the  foil  would  produce,  as  it  is  not 
;it  all  cultivated  by  the  natives.  The  northern  parts  are  covered 
with  wood,  among  which  is  an  inexhauflible  fund  of  large  timber  ; 
but  towards  the  fouth,  it  is  faid,  there  is  not  a  fingle  tree  large 
enough  to  be  of  ufe  to  mechanics.  There  are,  however,  good 
paftures,  which  feed  incredible  numbers  of  horned  cattle  and  horfes, 
lirft  carried  there  by  the  Spaniards,  and  now  increafed  in  an  amazing 
degree. 

It  is  inhabited  by  a  variety  of  Indian  tribes,  among  which  are  the 
Patagons,  from  whom  the  country  takes  its  names,  the  Pampas  and 
the  Coflbres :  they  all  live  upon  fifli  and  game,  and  what  the  earth 
produces  fpontaneoufly :  their  huts  are  thatched,  and,  notwithltand- 
ing  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  they  wear  no  other  clothes  than  a 
mantle  made  of  feal  Ikin,  or  the  Ikin  of  fome  beaft,  and  that  they 
throw  off  when  they  are  ih  aftion  :  they  are  exceedingly  hardy, 
brave  and  aftive,  making  ufe  of  their  arms,  which  arc  bows  and 
arrows  headed  with  flints,  with  amazing  dexterity. 

Magellan,  who  firfl:  difcovered  the  ftraits  which  bear  his  nam?, 
and  after  him  Commodore  Byron,  have  reported,  that  there  exilts, 
in  thefe  regions,  a  race  of  giants  j  but  others,  who  have  failevl  tliis 
Way,  contradict  the  report.  Upon  the  whole  we  may  conclude,  tlu^t 
thislbry  is,  perhaps^  like  that  of  the  female  republic  of  Amazons. 

The  Spaniards  once  built  a  fort  upon  the  ftraits,  and  left  a  gar- 
rifon  in  it  to  prevent  any  other  European  nation  pafling  that  way  into 
the  Pacific  ocean ;  but  mofl  of  the  men  periflied  by  hunger,  whence 
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the  place  obtained  the  name  of  port  Famine,  and  finde  that  utal 

event,  no  nation   has  attempted  to  plant  colonies  in  Patagonia.    A3 

to  the  religion  or  government  of  thefe  favages,  we  have  no  certain 

information  :  fome  have  reported,  that  thei'e  people  believe  in  invifi- 

ble  powers,  both  good  and  evil ;  and  that  they  pay  a  tribute  of 

gratitude  to  the  one,  and  deprecate  the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  the 

other. 

GENERAL    OBSERVATIONS. 

We  have  now  traverfed  the  feveral  provinces  of  that  cxtenfive  re- 
gion, which  is  comprehended  between  the  ilthmns  of  Daricn  and  the 
iifty-fourth  degree  of  foiith  latitude.  We  have  taken  a  curfory  view 
of  the  rivers,  the  foil,  the  cHmate,  the  produftions,  the  commerce, 
the  inhabitants,  &c. 

The  hiftory  of  Columbus,  together  with  his  bold  and  adventurous 
actions  in  the  difcovery  of  this  country,  we  have  but  (lightly  noticed 
in  this  account,  r.s  we  had  done  this  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  work.* 
His  elevated  mind  fuggefted  to  hiin  ideas  fuperior  to  any  other  man 
of  his  age,  and  his  afpiring  genius  pronipted  him  to  make  greater  and 
more  noble  efforts  for  new  difcoveries  :  he  crofled  the  extenfive  At- 
lantic, and  brought  to  view  a  world  unheard  of  by  the  people  of  the 
ancient  hemifphere.     This  excited  an  enterpriiing,  avaricious,  fpirit 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Europe;  and  they  flocked  to  America  for  tlie 
purpofes  of  plunder.     In  confequence  of  which,  a  fcene  of  barbarity 
has  been  afted,  of  which  South-America  has  been  the  prineipal  theatre, 
which  fliocks  the  human  mind,  and  almoft  flaggers  belief.    No  fooncr 
had  the  Spaniards  fet  foot  upon  the  American  continent,  than  they 
laid  claim  to  the  foil,  to  the  mines,  and  to  the  fervices  of  the  natives, 
wherever  they  came.     Countries  were  invaded,  kingdoms  were  over- 
turned, innocence  was  attacked,  and  happinefs  had  no  afylum.   Def- 
potifm  and  cruelty,  with  all  their  terrible  fcourges,  attended  their 
advances  in  every  part :  they  went  forth,  they  conquered,  they  ra- 
vaged, they  deftroyed :  no  deceit,  no  cruelty,  was  too  great  to  be 
made  life  of  to  fatisfy  their  avarice  :  juflice  was  difregarded,  and 
mercy  formed  no  part  of  the  charafter  of  thefe  inhuman  conquerors : 
they  were  intent  only  on  the  profecution  of  fchemes  moil  degrading 
and  mofl  fcandalous  to  the  human  characfter.     In  South-America, 
the  kingdoms  of  Terra  Firma,  of  Peru,  of  Chili,  of  Paragua,  of 
Brafil,  and  of  Guiana,  fucceffively  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  vicious 


*  See  vol.  i,   pnge  i. 
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ambition  and  avarice.  Tlie  hillory  of  their  feveral  redu6Hons  was 
too  copious  to  be  infeited  at  large  in  a  work  of  this  kind  ;  but  we 
have  endeavoured  to  afford  the  reader  a  brief  view  of  thofe  tranfaclions 
whidi  haveblafted  the  charadter  of  all  thofe  who  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  conqueft  of  this  part  of  the  globe.  Let  us  then  turn  from 
thcfe  diftrefling  fcenes  ;  let  us  leave  the  political  world,  where  no- 
thing but  fpcftaclcs  of  horror  are  prefented  to  our  view  ;  where 
fcenes  of  blood  and  carnai^e  diftradl  the  imagination ;  where  the 
avarice,  injuftice  and  inhumanity  of  inen,  furnifli  nothing  but 
iineafy  fenfations ;  let  us  le?.vc  thcfe,  and  enter  the  natural  world, 
whofe  laws  are  conflant  and  uniform,  and  where  beautiful,  grand 
and  fnblime  obje6fs  continually  prefent  thcmfelves  to  our  view. 

We  have  given  a  defcription  of  thofe  beautiful  and  fpacious  rivers 
which  every  where  intcrfeft  this  country;  and  of  that  immcnfe  chain 
of  mountains,  which  runs  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other. 
Tlieie  enormous  maHes,  which  rife  to  fuch  prodigious  heights  above 
the  humble  furface  of  the  earth,  where  almoft  all  mankind  have 
fixed  their  refidence  ;  thefe  mafles,  which  in  one  part  are  crowned 
with  impenetrable  and  ancient  forefts,  that  have  never  refounded 
with  the  ftroke  of  the  hatchet,  and  in  another,  raife  their  towering 
tops,  and  arrell  the  clouds  in  their  courfe,  while  in  other  parts  they 
keep  the  traveller  at  a  diilance  from  their  fummits,  either  by  ram- 
parts of  ice  that  furround  them,  or  from  vollies  of  flame  iflTuing  forth 
from  the  frightful  and  yawning  caverns ;  thefe  mafles  giving  rife 
to  impetuous  torrents  defcending  with  dreadful  noife  from  their  open 
fides,  to  rivers,  fountains  and  boiling  fprings,  fill  every  beholder 
with  aftonjflmient. 

The  height  of  the  mod  elevated  point  in  the  Pyrenees  is,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Coffini,  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-fix  feet.  The 
height  of  the  mountain  Gemmi,  in  the  canton  "of  Kerne,  is  ten 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  ten  feet.  The  height  of  the  peak  of 
Tcneriffe,  is  thirteen  thoufand  one  hundred  andfeventy-eight  feet. 
The  height  of  the  Cliimborazo,  the  molt  elevated  point  of  the  An- 
des, is  twenty  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  Thus,  upon 
coniparifon,  the  higheft  part  of  the  Andes  is  feven  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  two  feet  higher  than  the  peak  of  TencrifFe,  the  moft 
elevated  mountain  known  in  the  ancient  hemisphere.     ,    ,         ,, 
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HISTORY 


OF    THE 


WEST-INDIA     ISLANDS, 


X  HE  vaft  continent  of  America  is  divided  into  two  p^rts,  North 
and  South,  the  narrow  ifthmus  of  Darien  ferving  as  a  link  to  con- 
Deft  them' together ;  between  the  Florida  fliore  on  the  northern 
pcninfula,  and  the  .^ulf  of  Maracabo  on  the  fouthern,  lie  a  multitude 
of  illands,  which  are  called  the  Weft-Indies,  from  the  name  of  India, 
originally  afligoed  to  them  by  Columbus ;  though,  in  confequence 
of  the  opinions  of  fome  geographers  of  the  fifteenth  century,  they 
are  frequently  known  by  the  appellation  of  Antilia  or  Antilles :  tliis 
term  is,  however,  more  often  applied  to  the  windward  or  C?ribbeaa 
iflands. 

Subordinate  to  this  comprehend ve  ar  d  fimple  arrangement,  ne- 
ceflity  or  convenience  nas  introduced  more  local  diftinftions :  that 
portion  of  the  Atlantic  which  is  feparated  from  the  main  ocean  to  the 
north  and  eafl  by  the  iflands,  though  known  by  the  general  appella- 
tion of  the  Mexican  gulf,  is  itfelf  properly  divided  into  three  diftitift 
parts ;  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  the  bay  of  Honduras,  and  the  Carib- 
bean  fea,  fo  called  from  that  clafs  of  iflands  \yhich  bound  this  part 
of  the  ocean  on  the  e:^ft.  Of  this  clafs,  a  group  nearly  adjoining 
to  the  eaftern  fide  of  St.  John  de  Pprto  Rico  is  likewife  called  the 
Virgin  ifles.*    The  name  of  Bahama  iflands  is  likewife  given,  o? 

*  It  may  be  prpper  to  obfcrve,  thiit  the  old  Spanilh  navigators,  in  fpeakingof  the 
Wcft-Inilia  iilands,  frequently  diftingujih  them  into  two  daffes,  by  the  terms  Bai'io- 
vtnto  and  Stfavento,  from  whence  our  Windward  and  Leeward  iflands,  the  Caribbean 
conftiti:ting,  in  ftridt  propriety,  the  former  clafs,  and  the  iflan'.s  of  Cuba,  Jamaica, 
Htfpaniola  and  Porto-Rico,  the  latter  ;  but  the  EnglUh  mariners  appropriate  both 
terms  to  the  Caribbean  iflands  only,  fubdividing  them  according  to  their  fituation  in 
the  courfc  of  trade  ;  the  Windward  iflands,  by  their  arrangement,  terminating,  I  be- 
lieve, with  Martinico,  and  the  Leeward  commencing  at  Dominica  and  extending  tq 
Porto-Rico.    Edwards'  IJiJl,  Vol.  L  /.  5. 
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fipplied,  by  the  Englifli,  to  a  clufter  of  fmall  iflands,  rocks  and  reefs 
of  fand,  which  ftretch  in  a  north- wcflerly  direftion  for  the  fpacp  of 
nearly  three  hundred  leagues  from  the  northern  coaft  of  Hifpaniola 
to  the  Bahama  ftrait  oppoiite  the  Florida  (liore.* 

Such  of  the  above  iflands  as  are  worth  cultivation  now  belong  ta 
Great-Britain,  SpAI^f,  France,  Holland  and  Denmark. 


The  British  plai^ 
Nevis, 


Jamaica, 

Barbadoes, 

St.  Chriftopher^s, 

Antigua, 

Grenada,  an  ^.  the  Grenadines, 

Dominica, 

St.  Vincent, 

The  Spaniards  clain; 

Cuba,  Trinidad,  n 

J'art  of  St,  Domingo,  or  Hif-    Margaretta, 


Montferrat, 

Bc'buda, 

T^nguilla, 

Bermudas, 

The  Bahama  iflands. 


paniola, 


Part  of  St.  Domingo, 
Martlnico, 
Guadaloupe, 
St.  Lucia, 

St.  Euf^atia, 
Saba. 


Ponto-Rico. 

The  French  claim 

St.  Bartholomew,  Defeada, 

Marigalante, 
Tobago. 

The  Dutch  claim 

CuraflTou,  or  Curacoa, 


The  Danes  claim 
The  iflands  of  St.  Croix,  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John's. 

The  climate  in  all  the  Weft-India  iflands  is  nearly  the  fame,  al- 
lowing for  thofe  accidental  differences  which  thf*  feveral  fituations 
and  qualities  of  the  lands  themfelves  produce.  As  they  lie  within 
the  tropics,  and  the  fun  goes  quite  over  their  heads,  pafling  beyond 
them  to  the  north,  and  never  returning  farther  from  any  of  then» 
{han  about  thirty  degrees  to  the  fouth,  they  would  be  continually 


*  The  whole  group  is  called  by  the  SpaBiards  Luciyos 
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fubjotT:eJ  to  an  extreme  and  intolerable  heat,  if  the  trade  winds, 
riling  gradually  as  the  fun  gathers  flrength,  did  not  blow  in  upon 
them  from  the  fea,  and  refrefli  the  air  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  enable 
them  to  attend  their  concerns  even  nnder  the  meridian  fun.  On 
the  other  hand,  as  the  night  advances,  a  breeze  begins  to  be  per- 
ceived, which  blows  fmartly  from  the  land,  as  it  were  from  the  cen- 
ter, towards  the  fea,  to  all  points  of  the  compafs  at  once. 

By  the  fame  remarkable  Providence  in  the  difpofing  of  things  jf 
is,  that  when  the  fun  has  made  a  great  progrels  towards  the  tropic 
of  Cancer,  and  becomes  in  a  manner  vertical,  he  draws  after  hiin 
fuch  a  vait  body  of  clouds,  which  fliield  them  from  his  diie6t  beams, 
and  dilVolving  into  rain,  cool  the  air  and  refrefh  the  country,  thiilly 
with  the  long  drought,  which  commonly  prevails  from  the  beginning 
of  January  to  the  latter  end  of  May. 

The  rains  in  thp  Weil-Indies  are  like  floods  of  water  poiird 
from  the  clouds  with  a  prodigious  impetuolity  ;  the  rivers  fuddcnly 
life  ;  new  rivers  and  lakes  are  formed,  and  in  a  fliort  time  all  t!ie 
low  country  is  under  water.'^"  Hence  it  is,  that  the  rivers  which 
have  their  fource  within  the  tropics,  fwell  and  overflow  their  banb 
at  a  certain  feafon  ;  but  fo  miftaken  were  the  ancients  in  their  idea 
of  the  torrid  zone,  that  they  imagined  it  to  be  dried  and  Icorchcd 
tip  with  a  continual  and  fervent  heat,  and  to  be  for  tjiat  reafon  un- 
inhabitable ;  when,  in  reality,  fome  of  the  largeft  rivers  of  the  wciicl 
have  their  courfe  within  its  limits,  and  the  nioifture  is  one  of  the 
greatcft  inconveniencies  of  the  climate  in  feveral  places. 

The  rains  make  the  only  diflinftion  of  feafons  in  the  Weil-Indies; 
the  trees  are  green  the  whole  year  round ;  they  have  no  cold,  no 
froils,  no  fnows,  and  but  rarely  fome  hail ;  the  florms  of  hail  are, 
however,  very  violent  when  they  happen,  and  the  haililones  very  great 
and  heavy.  Whether  it  be  owing  to  this  moifture,  which  alone  does 
not  ieem  to  be  a  i'ufiicicnt  caufe,  or  to  a  greater  quantity  of  a  ful- 
phureous  acid,  which  predominates  in  the  air  of  this  country,  nieta'.a 
of  all  kinds  that  are  fubje6l  to  the  aftion  x;f  fuch  caufes  mil  and 
canker  in  a  very  ihort  time ;  and  this  caufe,  perhaps,  as  much  as 
the  heat  itlclf,  contributes  to  n)ake  the  climate  of  the  Weil-Indies 
unfriendly  and  unpleafant  to  an  European  conllitution. 
■•  It  is  in  the  rainy  feafon,  principally  in  the  month  of  Auguil,  more 
rarely  in  July 'and  September,  that  they  are  afTaulted  by  hurricanes, 
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Ihc  mnft  terrible  calamity  to  which  they  are  fubjed,  as  well  as  the 
people  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  from  the  climate;  this  deftroys,  at  a  ftroke^ 
the  labours  of  many  years,  and  proftrates  the  moft  exalted  hopes  of 
the  planter,  and  at  the  moment  when  he  thinks  himfelf  out  of  dan- 
(rf  r.    It  is  a  fudden  and  violent  ftorm  of  wind,  rain,  thunder  -ind 
lightning,  attended  with  a  furious  fwelling  of  the  feas,  and  fomttimes 
with  an  earthquake ;  in  fliort,  with  every  ^.i-cumftance  which  the 
elements  can  aflemble  that  is  terrible  and  deftruftive.     Fiift,  they 
fee  a  prelude  to  the  enfuing  havoc,    whole  fields  of  fugar-canej 
\  hirled  into  the  air,  and  fcattered  over  the  face  of  the  country. 
The  flronge ft  trees  of  the  foreft  are  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  driven 
about  like  ftubble ;  their  windmills  are  fwept  away  in  a  moment ;    . 
their  utenfil?,  the  fixtures,  the  ponderous  copper  boilers,  and  ftilla 
cf  feveral  hundred  weight,  are  wrenched  from  the  ground  and  bat- 
tered to  pieces ;  their  houfcs  are  no  proteftion  ;  the  roofs  arc  torn 
<!!'  at  one  blaft  ;  whlft  the  rain,  which  in  an  hour  raifes  the  water 
jive  feet,  ruflies  in  upon  them  with  an  irrefiftible  violence. 

The  gran'H  ftaple  commodity  of  the  Weft-Indies   is  fugar ;   this 
commodity  was  not  at  all  known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  though 
it  was  made  in  China  in  very  early  times,  from  whence  was  derived 
the  firft  knowledf^c  of  it ;  but  the  Portuguefe  were  the  fii  ft  wha 
ailtivated  it  in  America,  and  brought  it  into  requeft,  as  one  of  the 
materials  of  a  very  univerfal  luxury  in  Europe.     It  is  not  deter- 
rained,  whether  the  cane,  from  which  this  fubftance  is  taken,  be  a 
native  of  America,  or  brought  thither  to  their  colony  of  Brafil  by 
the  Portuguefe,  from  India  and  the  coaft  of  Africa ;  but,  however 
that  may  be,  in  the  beginning  they  made  the  moft,   as  they  ft  ill 
do  the  beft,  fugars  which  come  to  market  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
The  juice  within  the  fugar  cane  is  the  moft  lively,  excellent,  and  the 
lead  cloying  fvveet  in  nature,  which,  fucked  raw,  has  proved  ex- 
tremely nutritive  and  wholefome.    From  the  molaftes  rum  is  diftillcd, 
and  from  the  fcummings  of  the  fugar  a  meaner  i'pirit  is  procured. 
The  tops  of  the  canes,  and  the  leaves  which  grow  upon  the  joints, 
make  very  good  provender  for  their  cattle,  and  the  refufe  of  the 
cane,  after  grinding,  ferves  for  fire,  fo  that  no  part  of  thi^  excellent 
plant  is  without  its  ufe. 

They  compute  that,  when  things  are  well  managed,  the  rum  and 

molafles  pay  the  charges  of  the  plantation,  and  the  fugars  are  clear 

gain.    However,  a  man  cannot  begin  a  fugar  plantation  of  any  con- 
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fequencf,  not  to  mention  the  purchafe  of  the  land,  which  is  vcrj^ 
high,  inuicr  a  capital  of  at  Icaft  five  thoufand  pounds. 

The  negroes  in  the  plantations  are  fubfiftcd  at  a  very  cafy  rate 
this  is  generally  by  allotting  to  each  family  of  them  a  fmall  portion 
of  land,  and  allowing  them  two  days  in  the  week,  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  to  cultivate  it ;  fomc  are  fubfifted  in  this  manner,  but  other? 
find  their  negroes  a  certain  portion  of  Guinea  or  Indian  corn,  and  to 
feme  a  fait  herring,  or  a  fmall  portion  of  bacon  or  fait  pork,  a  day. 
All  the  reft  of  the  charge  confifts  in  a  cap,  a  fliirt,  a  pair  of  breeches, 
and  a  blanket,  and  the  profit  of  their  labour  yields  ten  or  twelve 
pounds  annually.     The  price  of  men  negroes,  upon  their  firft  ar- 
rival, is  from  thirty  to  fifty  pounds,  women  and  grown  boys  lefs: 
but  fuch  negro  families  as  are  acijuainted  with  the  bufincfs  of  the 
iflands  generally  bring  above  forty  pounds  upon  an  average  one  with 
another;  and  there  are  indanccs  of  a  fingle  negro  man,  expert '» 
the  bufinefs,  bringing  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas ;  and  the  wealth 
of  a  planter  is  generally  computed  from  the  number  of  flavcs  he 
j^HirHes. 
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1  HIS  ifland,  the  largeft  of  the  Antilles^  and  the  mod:  valuable, 
lies  between  17°  and  19"  north  latitude,  and  between  76°  and  79° 
weft  longitude^  is  near  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  in  length,  and 
about  fixty  in  breadth  ;  it  approaches  in  its  figure  to  an  oval.  The 
windward  paiTage  right  before  it  hath  the  ifland  of  Cuba  on  the 
weft,  and  Hifpaniola  ots  the  eaft,  and  is  about  twenty  leagues  ia 
breadth. 

Tliis  ifland  was  difcoVered  by  Admiral  ChriHopher  Columbus  in 
his  fecond  voyagej  who  landed  upon  it  May  5,  1494,  and  was  fo 
much  charmed  with  it,  as  always  to  prefer  it  to  the  reft  of  the  iflands; 
in  confiequence  of  which,  his  fon  chofe  it  for  his  dukedom.  It  was 
fettled  by  Juan  d'Efquivel,  A.  D.  1 509,  Who  built  thiTtoWn,  which, 
from  the  place  of  his  birth,  he  called  Seville,  and  eleven  leagues 
farther  to  the  eafl:  ftood  Melilla.  Orillon  was  on  the  louth  fide  of  the 
ifland,  feated  on  what  is  now  called  the  Blue  Fields  river.  All  thefe 
are  gone  to  decay,  but  St.  Jago,  now  Spanifli-Town,  is  ftill  the  ca- 
pital. The  Spaniards  held  this  country  one  hundred  and  fixty  years, 
find  in  their  time  the  principal  commodity  was  cacoa  :  they  had  an 
inmienfe  ftock  of  horfesj  aflfes,  and  mules,  and  prodigious  quantities  cf 
cRttlc.  The  Englifli  landed  here  under  Penn  and  Venables,  May 
U,  1654,  and  quickly  reduced  the  ifland.  Cacoa  was  alfo  their 
principal  commodity  till  the  old  trees  decayed,  and  the  new  ones  did^ 
I  not  thrive  ;  and  then  the  planters  from  Barbadoes  introduced  fugar 
|*ies,  which  hatfh  been  the  great  ftaple  ever  fince, 
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The  profpeft  of  this  ifland  from  the  fca,  by  rcafon  of  its  conftant 
vcrdiiir,  and  many  fair  and  fafc  bays,  is  wonderfully  plcafant.  The 
conft,  and  for  fomt  rniles  within  the  land,  is  low  ;  but  removing 
f;Mtlicr,  it  rifcs,  and  becomes  hilly.  The  whole  ifland  is  divided 
by  a  ridge  of  mountains  running  eall  and  weft,  fome  riling  to  a  great 
height ;  and  thefe  are  compoiicd  of  rock,  and  a  very  hard  clay, 
through  which,  however,  the  rains  that  fall  inccflantly  upon  them 
have  worn  long  and  deep  cavities,  which  they  tall  jjiiUies.  Thefe 
mountains,  however,  are  far  from  being  unpleafant,  as  they  are 
crovMcd  even  to  their  fummits  by  a  variety  of  fine  trees.  There  arc 
alio  about  a  himdred  rivers  that  ilTue  from  them  on  both  fides ;  and 
though  none  of  them  arc  navigable  for  any  thing  but  canoes,  are 
both  plcafing  and  profitable  in  many  other  refpefts.  The  climate,  like 
that  of  all  countries  between  the  tropics,  is  very  warm  towards  the 
Ilea,  and  in  marfiiy  places  unhealthy ;  but  in  more  elevated  fituations 
cooler,  and  where  people  live  temperately,  to  the  full  as  wholefome 
as  any  part  of  the  Weft-lndics.  The  rains  fall  heavy  for  about  a 
fortnight  in  the  months  of  May  and  Oftober ;  and  as  they  are  the 
caufe  of  fertility,  are  ftiled  feafons.  Thunder  is  pretty  frequent, 
and  fometimes  fliowers  of  hail ;  but  ice  or  fnow,  except  on  the  ;ops 
of  the  mountaiiii,  are  never  fecn,  but  on  them,  and  at  no  very  great 
height,  the  air  is  exceedingly  cold. 

The  moft  eaftern  parts  of  this  ridge  are  famous  under  the  name  of 
the  Blue  mountains.  This  great  chain  of  rugged  rochs  defends  the 
Ibuth  fide  of  the  ifland  from  thofe  boifterous  north-weft  winds,  which 
n)ight  be  fatal  to  their  produce.  Their  flreams,  though  fmall,  fup- 
ply  the  inhabitants  with  good  water,  whichisa  great  bleffing,  as  their 
wells  are  generally  brackifli.  The  Spaniards  were  perfuaded  that 
thclii;  hills  abounded  with  metals ;  but  we  do  not  find  that  they 
wrought  any  mines,  or  if  they  did,  it  was  only  copper,  of  which 
they  faid  the  bells  in  the  church  of  St.  Jago  were  made.  They  have 
feveral  hot  fprings,  which  have  done  great  cures.  The  climate  was 
certainly  more  temperate  before  the  great  earthquake,  and  the  ifland 
was  fuppofed  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  hurricanes,  which  fince  then 
it  hath  feverely  felt.  The  heat,  however,  is  verymuch  tempere(^by 
land  and  fea  breezes,  and  it  is  alTerted,  that  the  hotteft  time  of  the 
day  is  about  eight  in  the  morning.  In  the  night,  the  wind  blows 
from  the  land  on  all  fides,  fo  that  no  (hips  can  then  enter  their  ports. 

In  an  iiland  fo  large  as  this,  which  contains  above  five  millions  ot  | 
sjcres,  it  may  be  very  reafonably  conceived  that  there  are  great  va- 
riety of  foils.    Some  of  thefe  are  deep,  black,  and  rich,  and  mixed  I 

with 
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with  :i  kind  of  potter's  earth,  others  fliallow  and  fandy,  and  fomc  of 
a  middle  nature.  There  are  many  fuvaiumhs,  or  wide  plains,  wh{j- 
«ut  ftoncs,  in  which  the  native  Indians  had  luxuriant  crops  of  maize, 
which  the  Spr.niards  turned  into  meadows,  and  kept  in  thciu  piodi- 
gioua  herds  of  cattlc>  Sotnc  of  theft:  favannahs  are  to  be  met  with 
even  amongft  the  mountains.  All  thcic  diffcrents  foils  may  be  juftiy 
nronoiinccd  fertile,  as  they  would  certainly  be  found,  if  toltr.ibly 
cultivated,  and  applied  to  proper  purpofcs.  A  futhcieiit  proof  of '.liia 
will  arife  from  a  very  curl'ory  leview  of  the  natural  and  aitificial  pro- 
diiv  J  of  this  fpacious  country. 

It  abounds  in  maize,  pulfe,  vegetables  of  all  kinds,  meadows  of 
fine  grafs,  a  variety  of  beautiful  iloweis,  and  as  great  a  variety  of 
oraiit;es,  lemons,  citrons,  and  other  rich  fruits.  Ufeful  animals 
there  are  of  all  forts,  horfes,  afTes,  mules,  black  cattle  of  a  large  lize, 
and  flieep,  the  flefli  of  which  is  well  tafted,  though  their  wool  is 
hairy  and  bad.  Here  are  alfo  goats  and  hogs  in  great  plenty,  fea  and 
river  fifli,  wild,  tame,  and  water  fowl.  Amongll  other  commodi- 
ties of  great  value,  they  have  the  fugar  cane,  cacoa,  indigo,  pimento, 
corton,  ginger,  and  coffee  ;  trees  for  timber  and  other  ules,  fuch  as 
mahogany,  nianchineel,  white  wood,  which  no  worm  will  touch, 
cedar,  olives,  and  many  more.  Ikfules  thefc,  they  have  fuftic,  red 
wood,  and  various  other  materials  for  dying.  To  thefc  we  may  add 
a  muhitude  of  valuable  drugs,  fuch  as  as  g\iaiacum,  china  farfapa- 
rilla,  caflia,  tamarinds,  vanellas,  and  the  prickle  pear  or  opuntia, 
which  produces  the  cochineal,  with  no  inconfiderable  number  of  odo- 
riferous gums.  Near  the  coaft  they  have  I'alt  ponds,  with  which 
they  fupply  their  own  confumption,  and  might  make  any  c^uantity 
they  pleafed.  ' 

As  this  ifland  abounds  with  rich  commodities,  it  is  happy  likeuife 
in  having  a  number  of  fine  and  Ihfe  ports.  Point  Morant,  the  eaftern 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  hath  a  fair  and  commodious  bay.  Faffing  on 
to  the  fouth  there  is  Port-Royal ;  on  a  neck  of  land  which  forms  one 
fide  of  it,  there  ftood  once  the  faireft  town  in  this  ifland  ;  and  the 
harbour  is  as  fine  a  one  as  can  be  wifhed,  capable  of  holding  a  thou- 
fand  large  vefl'els,  and  ftill  the  ftation  of  the^Englifli  fquadron.  Old 
hrj'bour  is  alfo  a  convenient  port,  fo  is  Maccaiy  bay  ;  and  there  are  at 
lead  twelve  more  between  this  and  the  weitern  extremity,  which  is 
point  Negrillo,  where  fliips  of  war  lie  when  there  is  a  wai:  with  Spain. 
On  the  north  fide  there  is  Oran';-:  bay,  Cold  harbour,  Rio  Novo,  Mon- 
tigo  bay,  Port  Antonio,  one  of  fineft  in  the  ifland,  and  fevcral  others. 
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The  north-weft  winds,  which  fomctimes  blow  furioufly  oa  thii  coaft, 
render  the  coijntry  on  that  fide  lefs  fit  for  canes,  but  pimento  thrives 
wonderfiilly  j  and  certainly  many  other  ftapies  inigKt  be  ralfed  in 
imall  plantations,  which  aie  frequent  in  Barbadoes,  and  might  be 
very  adv.mtageous  here  in  many  refpefts. 

The  town  of  Port-Royal  ftood  on  a  point  of  land  running  far  out 
into  the  fea,  narrow,  fandy,  and  incapable  of  producing  any  thing  ; 
yet  the  excellence  of  the  port,  the  convenience  of  having  (liips  of 
feven  hundred  tons  coming  clofe  up  to  their  wharfs,  and  other  ad- 
vantages, gradually  attrafted  inhabitants  in  I'uch  a  manner,  that 
though  many  of  their  habitations  were  built  on  piles,  there  were  near 
two  thonfand  houfes  in  the  town  in  its  moft  flourifhing  ftate,  and 
which  let  at  high  rents.  The  earthquake  by  which  it  was  overthrown 
happened  on  the  7th  of  June,  1692,  and  numbers  of  people  periftied 
in  it.  This  earthquake  was  followed  by  an  epidemic  difeafe,  of 
which  upwards  of  three  thoufand  died ;  yet  the  place  was  rebuilt, 
but  the  greatefl  part  was  reduced  to  aflies  by  a  fire  that  happened  oa 
the  9th  of  January,  1703,  and  then  the  inhabitants  removed  moftly 
to  Kingfton.  It  was,  however,  rebuilt  for  the  third  time,  and  was 
raifing  towards  its  former  grandeur,  when  it  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
fea,  AugudzS,  ijiz  ;  there  is,  notwithftanding,  a  frnfiU  town  there 
at  this  day.  Hurricanes  fince  ihiu  time  have  often  happened,  and  oc- 
cafioned  terrible  devaftation;  one  in  particular,  in  1780,  which  al- 
moft  overwhelmed  the  little  fea  port  town  of  Savannah  la  Mar. 

The  ifland  is  divided  into  three  counties,  Middlelex,  Surry,  and 
Cornwall,  containing  twenty  parifl'es,  over  each  of  which  prefides  a 
magiftrate,  ftyled  a  cuftos ;  but  thefe  parillies  in  point  of  fize  are  a 
kind  of  hundreds.  The  whole  contains  thirty-fix  towns  and  village?; 
eighteen  churches  and  chapels,  and  about  twenty-three  thoufand 
white  inhabitants. 

The  adminiftration of  public  affairs  is  by  a  governor  and  council  of 
royal  appointment,  and  the  repreientatives  of  the  people  in  the  lower 
Houfe  of  Aflembly.  They  meet  at  Spaiulh-town,  and  tilings  are 
conducti-'d  with  great  order  and  dignity.  The  lieutenant-governor 
and  commander  in  chief  has  five  thoul'and  ponnds  currency,  or  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy-one  pounds  ei'-ht  fliillings  and 
fix-pence  three  farthings  ilerlmg,  befides  whiih,  he  has  a  huufe  in 
Spanifli-town,  a  pen  or  a  farm  adjoining,  and  a  polink  or  mountain 
for  proyifions,  a  fecretary,  an  under  fecretary,  and  a  domeftic  chap- 
lain, and  other  f.es,  which  make  his  iiitome  at  Icafl:  eight  thoul.md 
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I    -'"<  "hid,  cleared  from  ti^Z  '°""'«^'  ="''  '""-ber 
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•  • 

Number 

of  Veffels. 

Tonnage. 

Men. 

Great- Britain 

242 

63471 

7748 

Ireland         .      .     . 

10 

1231 

91 

American  States 

1.^3 

1 304 1 

893 

Britifh  Ainerican  Colonies   66 

6133 

449 

Foreign  Weft-Indies 

22 

1903 

I?; 

Africa    .... 

I 

47+ 

109 

8 

Total 

85888 

9344 

It  muft,  however,  beobfervcd,  that  as  many  of  the  veflels  clearing 
for  America  and  the  foreign  Weft-Indies  make  two  or  more  voyages 
m  the  year,  it  is  ufual,  in  computliig  the  real  number  of  thofe  vef- 
fels, their  tonnage  and  men,  to  dedii£l  one  third  from  the  official 
numbers.  With  this  correftion  the  total  to  all  parts  is  four  hundred 
veffels,  containing  feventy -eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty- 
two  tons,  navigated  by  eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five 
men. 

The  exports  for  the  fame  year  are  given  on  the  fame  authority,  as 
follows : 
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GENEltAL   DESCRlPTIOW 


But  it  muft  be  noted,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  tlie  cc  !ton,  indigo, 
tobaccv,  mahogany,  dye-woods,  and  mifcellaneous  articles,  included 
in  the  preceding  account,  is  the  produce  of  the  foreign  Weft-Indies 
imported  into  Jamaica,  partly  under  the  free-port  law,  and  partly  in 
fmall  Britifli  veflels  employed  in  a  contraband  traffic  with  the  Spaniflj 
American  territories,  payment  of  which  is  made  chiefly  in  Britim 
manufa6tures  and  negroes ;  and  confiderable  quantities  of  bullion, 
obtained  by  the  fame  means,  are  annually  remitted  to  Great-Britain, 
of  which  no  precife  ?iccounts  can  be  procured. 

The  General  Account  of  Imports  into  Jamaica  will  iland  nearly 
as  follows,  viz. 


IMPORTS    INTO 

From  Great-Britain, 
direft,     according 
to  a  return  of  the 
Infpeftor-General 
for  17^7. 


J 


Britifti    manu< 
fadures 
Foreign    mer- 
chandifc 


JAMAICA. 

j(^m  J.  </•        J^t        St     J, 

J  686,657  z  3 

J  758)93*  S4 

■  Fiionti  Ireland,  allowing  a  moiety  of  the  whole  import 

to  the  Britifli  Weft-Indies,  confifting  of  manu< 
fa£lures  and  faked  provi(:ons  to  the  amount  of 
35o,co($l.  .  .  .  .  1:75,000  0 1 

;  Ftt)m  Africa,  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  negroes,*  at  4ol.ftei ling  each — (this  is  wholly 
la  Britifli  trade,  carried  on  in  flnps  fr6m  England)         213)800  0  0 

From  the  Britifli  Colonics  in  America,  including  about 
twenty  thoufand  quintals  of  falted  cod  from  New- 
foundland ....  30,000  •  t 

Froni  the  United  States,  Indian  corn,  wheat,  flour, 

rice,  lumber,  ftaves,  &c.  imported  in  Britifli  fliips         90,000  0  0 

'From  Madeira  and  Tenerifl^e,  in  fliips  trading  cirpui- 
tdttfly  from  Great-Britain,  five  hundred  pipes  of 
wine,  exclufive  of  wines  for  re-exportation,  at  30I. 
fierling  the  pipe  •  •  •  15,0000(1 


j,28»,73i  S  4 


*  Being  an  average  of  rhe  whole  number  imported  and  retained  in  the  iiland  for 
ten  ytars,  1778  to  1787,  «&  returned  by  the  infpedlor-gcnerak 

From 
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;f.  S,   d. 

Brought  over  -  1,282,732  5  4 
From  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  under  the  free-port  law> 
&c.  calculated  on  an  average  of  three  years  *  1 50,000  o  o 


;C-i.43*.73*  5  4 


'^ 


*  From  retums  of  the  infpeAor-general.    The  following  are  ihc  particulars  for  the 
vear  1787. 


Cotton  wool 

- 

m 

1 94,000  lbs. 

Cacao 

m 

- 

64,750  lbs. 

Cattle,  vix. 

Afles 

43 

Horfcs 

233 

Mules 

-         58s 

Oxen 

243 

Slieep 

98 

'•     i,:o4  No. 

Dying  woods            - 

- 

- 

5,077  Tons. 

Cum  guaiacum 

- 

- 

79   Barrels. 

Hides 

• 

- 

4»S37  No. 

Indigo 

• 

- 

4,663  lbs. 

Mahogany 

« 

m 

9,993  Plajiks. 

Torfoifc  ftiell 

- 

- 

65s   lbs. 

f)olUrs 

•• 

m 

53,850  No. 

,   1 

i   •  . 

sslr 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTION,    &C. 


A  Return  of  the  number  of  Sugar  Plantations  in  the  iP.aiid 
of  JAMAICA,  and  the  Negro  Slaves  thereon,  onthezSthof 
March,  1789,  diftinguifliing  the  feveral  Pariflies. 


I 


ff 


;i(i 


Coumv  of  Middlefex. 


Piirifli  of  St.  Mary     .  . 

Do.  St.  Anne     .    .    .  . 

Do.  St.  John      i    .    .  . 

Do.  ot.  Dorothy    .    .  . 
Do.  St.  T  ho.  in  the  Vale 

Do.  Clarendon  .    .    .  . 

Do.  Vere 

Do.  St.  Catharine  .    . 


No.  ot 

Plant 

&3 

30 

Nogroc: 
tlicrcon . 

I2,g6; 
4,908 

21 
12 

3.713 
1,776 

56 

5*327 
10,1  50 

26 

3 

5.279 
408 

County  of  Surry. 


Parifli  of  St.  Andrew     . 

24 

3' 540 

Do.  St.  George      .   .    . 

H 

2»795 

Do.  Portland      .... 

^3 

2,968 

Do.  Port-Royal      .   .    . 

3 

358 

Do.  St.  David    .... 

12 

1,890 

Do.  St.Tho.  intheEaft 

83 

15,786 

Do.  Kingfton    .... 

C-^unty  of  C;rnwall. 

Pai  ifli  of  Trelawney     . 

B3 

15,692 

Do.  St.  James    .... 

67 

12,482 

Do.  Hanover      .... 

69 

^3.330 

Do.  Weftmoreland    .    . 

62 

11,219 

Do.  St.  Elizabeth      .    . 

26 

5,112 

c 
o 


a. 


Total  in  the  County  of  Middlefex    J144 


Total  in  the  County  of  SuiTy     1 59 


Total  in  the  County  of  Cornwall      ^q- 


43,6a6 


*7»337 


57*835 


CO  .S 

'o  H 


y^-t 


Total  in  Jamaica      710 


^■' 


128,798 
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BARBADOES. 


DARBADOES,  the  moft  eafterly  of  all  the  Carihbee  iflands,  fulv 
ieft  to  Great-Britain,  and,  according  to  the  h^f^  geographers,  lying 
between  59°  50'  and  62"  z'  of  weft  !(->•'  'tuci.  'd  between  12°  56' 
tnd  13''  16' of  north  latitude.  Its  extent  is  nuu certainly  known; 
the  moft  general  opinion  is,  that  it  is  twenty-five  miles  fioin  north 
to  foutb,  and  fifteen  from  eaft  to  welt ;  but  thefe  menfurations  are 
liibjeft  to  fo  many  difficulties  and  uncertainties,  that  it  will  perhaps 
convey  a  more  adequate  idea  of  this  ifland  to  tell  the  reader,  that  in 
reality  it  does  not  contain  above  one  hundred  and  feven  thoufand 
acres.  The  climate  is  hot  but  not  unwholefome,  the  heat  being  qua- 
lified by  fea  breezes ;  and  a  temperate  regimen  renders  this  ifland  as 
fafe  to  live  in  as  any  climate  fouth  of  Great-Britain  ;  and,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  many,  as  even  Great-Britain  itfelf.  This  ifland 
has  on  its  eaft  fide  two  ftreams  that  are  called  river?,  and  in  the 
middle  is  faid  to  have  a  bituminous  fpring,  which  fends  forth  a  liquor 
lilie  tar,  and  ferves  for  the  fame  ufes  as  pitch  or  lamp  oil.  The 
ifland  abounds  in  wells  of  good  water,  and  has  feveral  refervoirs 
for  rain  water.  Some  parts  of  the  foil  are  faid  to  be  hollowed  into 
caves,  feme  of  them  capable  of  containing  three  hundred  people. 
Thefe  are  imagined  to  have  been  the  lurking-places  of  runaway  ne- 
groes, but  may  as  probably  be  natural  excavations.  The  woods 
iljat  formerly  grew  upon  the  ifland  have  been  all  cut  down,  and 
the  ground  converted  into  i'lgar  plantations.  When  thofe  planta- 
j  tions  were  firft  formed,  the  foil  was  prodigioufly  fertile,  but  has  fince 
been  worn  out,  infomuch,  that  about  the  year  1730,  the  planters 
were  obliged  to  raife  cattle  for  the  fake  of  their  dung,  by  which 
means  the  profit  of  their  plantations  was  reduced  to  left  than  a 
I  t^nth  of  its  ufual  value.  Notwithftanding  the  fm  illnefs.  of  Barbadoes, 
Its  ioil  is  different,  being  in  fome  places  fandy  and  light,  and  others 
rich,  and  in  others  fpungy,  but  all  of  it  is  cultivated  according  to  its 
Ipper  nature,  fo  that  the  ifland  prcfents  to  the  eye  the  moft  beauti- 
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^l 


fill  appearance  that  can  be  imagined.  Oranges  and  lennons  grow  in 
Baibadocs  in  great  plenty,  and  in  their  utmoft  perfeftion.  The  le- 
mon juice  here  has  a  peculiar  fragrancy.  The  citrons  of  Barbadoes 
aflford  the  beft  drains  and  fwectmeats  of  any  in  the  world,  the  Bar. 
badoes  ladies  excelling  in  the  art  of  preferving  the  rind  of  the  citron 
fruit.  The  juice  of  the  limes,  or  dwarf  lemons,  is  the  moft  agree- 
able fouring  vvc  know,  and  great  quantities  of  it  have  of  late  been  im- 
ported  into  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  pine  apple  is  alfo  a  native  of 
Barbadoes,  and  grows  there  to  much  greater  perfedtion  than  it  can 
be  made  to  do  in  Europe  by  any  artificial  means.  A  vaft  number 
of  different  trees  peculiar  to  the  climate  are  alfo  found  to  flourilh  m 
Barbadoes  in  great  perfcftion,  fuch  as  tlwaloc,  mangrove,  calabafli, 
cedar,  cotton,  maftic,  &c.  Here  likewife  aie  produced  fome  fen- 
fitive  plants,  with  a  good  deal  of  garden  ftufF,  which  is  common  in 
other  places.  In  fliort,  a  native  of  the  fineft,  the  richcft,  and  moft 
diverfified  country  in  Europe,  can  hardly  form  an  idea  of  the  variety 
of  delicious,  and  at  the  lame  time  nutritive  vegetable  productions  with 
which  the  ifland  abounds. 

When  Barbadoes  was  firfl  difcovered  by  the  Engliflj,  few  or  no 
quadrupeds  were  found  upon  it,  except  hogs,  which  had  been  left 
there  by  the  Portuguefe.  For  convenience  of  carriage  to  the  fea  fide, 
fome  of  the  planters  at  firft  procured  camels,  which  undoubtedly 
would  in  all  refpeds  have  been  preferable  to  horfes  for  their  fugai 
and  other  works  ;  but  the  nature  of  the  climate  difagreeing  with 
that  animal,  it  was  found  impoffible  to  preferve  the  breed.  They 
then  applied  for  horfes  to  Old  and  New- England  ;  from  the  former 
they  had  thofe  that  were  fit  for  fliow  and  draught ;  from  the  latter 
thofe  that  were  proper  for  mounting  their  militia,  and  for  the  fadd.'e. 
They  had  likewife  fome  of  an  inferior  breed  from  CuraflTao,  and 
other  fettlements.  They  are  reported  to  have  had  their  firfl:  breed 
of  blnck  cattle  from  BonaviHa,  and  the  ille  of  May  ;  they  now  bree.! 
upon  the  iflat.J,  and  often  do  the  work  of  horfes.  Their  afl'es  arc 
very  ferviceable  in  carrying  burdens  to  and  from  the  plantation?. 
The  hogs  of  Barbadoes  arc  finer  eating  than  thofe  pf  Britain,  but 
the  few  flieep  they  have  arc  not  near  fo  good.  They  likewife  have 
goats,  which,  when  young,  are  excellent  food.  Raccoons  mid 
n)onkeys  are  alfo  found  here  in  grent  abundance.  A  variety  ol 
birds  are  produced  on  Barbadoes,  of  which  the  humming  bird  is  the 
mofl  remarkable.  Wild  fowl  do  not  often  frequent  this  ifland,  but 
ibmetimes  teal  are  found  near  their  ponds.    A  bird  which  they  call 
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the  man  of  war,  is  faid  to  meet  fliips  at  twenty  leagues  from  land, 
and  their  return  is,  to  the  inhabitants,  a  furc  fign  of  the  arrival 
of  thefe  fliips.     When  the  wind  blows  from  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
weft,  they  have  flocks  of  curlews,   plovers,  Ihipes,    wild  pigeons, 
and  wild  ducks.     The  wild  pigeons  are  very  fat  and  plentfiil  at  fuc  h  • 
feafons,  and  rather  larger  than  thofe  of  England.     The  tame  pi- 
njeons,  pullets,  ducks,  and  poultry  of  all  kinds,    that  are  bred  at 
l^arbadoes,  have  alfo  a  fine  flavour,    and  are  accounted  more  deli- 
cious than  thufc  of  Europe.    Their  rabbits  are  fcarce ;  they  have 
no  hares,  and  if  they  have  deer  of  any  kind,  they  arc  kept  as  curio- 
fities.    The  infeds  of  Barbadoes  are  not  venomous,  nor  do  either 
their  fnakes  or  their  fcorpions  ever  fling.     T'he  mulkettoes  aro 
troublefome,  and  bite,  but  arc  more  tolerable  in  Barbadoes  than 
on  the  continent.     Various  other  infc6^s  arc  found  on  the  ifland, 
fome  of  which  are  troublefome,  but  in  no  greater  degree  tlia«  thofc 
that  are  produced  by  every  warm  fummer  in  England.     Barbadoes 
is  well  fuppHed  with  fifli,  and  Ibme  caught  in  the  fca  furrouuding 
it  are  almoft  peculiar  to  itfelf,    fuch  as  the  parrot  fifli,  fnapper?, 
grey  cavallos,    terbums,    and  coney  fifli..     The  mullets,   lobftcrs^ 
aud  crabs  caught  here  are  excellent  ;    and  the  green  turtle   is, 
perhaps,    the  grcateft  delicacy  that  ancient  or  modern  luxury  can 
boaft  of.    At  Barbadoes  this  delicious  fliell  fifli  feldom  fells  for 
lefs  than  a  (hilling  a  pound,  and  often  for  more.    There  is  found  in  ♦ 
this  ifland  a  kind   of  land  crab,  which  eats  herbs  wherever  it  can 
find  them,  and  flvelters  itfelf  in  houfes  and  hollow  trees.    According_^ 
to  report,  they  are  a  fliell  fifli  of  pafliage,  for  in  March  they  travel  to 
the  fea  in  great  numbers. 

The  inhabitants  may  be  reduced  to  three  claflcs,  viz.  the  mailers, 
the  white  fervants,  and  the  blacks.  The  former  are  either  Englifli, 
Scots,  or  Irifli ;  but  the  great  encouragement  given  by  the  go- 
vernment to  the  peopling  of  this  and  other  Weft- Imlian  iflands, 
induced  fome  Dutch,  French,  Fortuguefe,  and  Jews,  to  fettle 
among  thein  ;  by  which,  after  a  certain  time,  they  acquire  the 
rights  of  naturalization  in  Great-Britain.  The  white  fervants,. 
whether  by  covenant  or  purchafe,  lead  more  eafy  liv^s  than  the  day- 
labourers  in  England,  and  when  they  come  to  be  overfeers,  their 
\vages  and  other  lallowances  are  confiderable.  The  manners  of  the 
white  inhabitants  in  general  are  the  fame  as  in  mofl:  polite  towns  and. 
countries  in  Europe.    The  capital  of  the  iflan,d  is  BridgC'town. 
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When  the  F.ngliflj,  fome  time  after  the  year  1625,  firft' landed 
here,  they  fovind  it  the  mort  dcftitute  place  they  had  hitherto 
vifited.  It  had  not  the  lealt  appearance  of  ever  having  isecn 
peopled  even  by  favages.  There  was  no  kind  of  bcafts  of  pafture 
Of  of  prey,  no  frviit,  no  herb,  no  root  fit  for  fvipporting  the  life  of 
man.  Yet,  as  the  climate  was  fo  gnod,  and  the  foil  appeared  fer- 
tile, fome  gentlemen  of  fmall  fortniie  in  England  refolved  to  becoine 
adventurers  thither.  The  trees  were  fo  large,  and  of  a  wood  fo 
hard  and  ftubborn,  that  it  was  with  great  dilliculty  they  could  clcai 
as  much  ground  as  was  ncceffiiry  for  their  iubfittence.  By 'unre- 
mitting perfeverance,  however,  tliey  brought  it  to  yield  them  a  to- 
lerable lupport ;  and  they  foimd  that  cotton  and  indigo  agreed  well 
•with  the  foil,  and  that  tobacco,  which  was  beginning  to  come  into 
repute  in  Plngland,  anfwercd  tokrably.  Thefe  profpefts,  toge. 
ther  with  the  ftorm  between  king  and  parliament,  which  was  begin- 
ning to  break  out  in  England,  induced  many  new  adventurers  to 
tiamport  themfelves  into  this  ifland.  And  what  is  extremely  re- 
niarkable,  fo  great  was  the  increafe  of  people  ^in  iJarbadoes,  twenty- 
five  years  after  its  firft  fcttlcrncnt,  that  in  1650,  it  contained  more 
than  fifty  thoufand  whites,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  negro 
and  Indian  flaves.  The  latter  they  ac([iiircd  by  means  not  at  ail  to 
their  honour  ;  for  they  feized  upon  all  thofe  unhappy  men,  with- 
out any  pretence,  in  the  neighbouring  iilands,  and  carried  them  into 
llavery  ;  a  pra(ftice  which  has  rendered  the  Caribbee  Indians  irrecon- 
tUealile  to  us  ever  fince.  They  had  begun  a  little  before  this  to  cul- 
tivate fugar,  which  foon  rendered  them  extremely  wealthy.  The 
number  of  Haves  therefore  was  flill  augmented  ;  and  in  1676  it  is  fiip- 
poled  that  their  number  amounted  to  one  hundred  thoufand,  which, 
together  with  fifty  thoufand  whites,  make  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand iMi  this  fmall  I'pot ;  a  degree  of  population  unknown  in  Holland, 
iu  China,  or  any  other  part  of  the  world  mofl:  renowned  for  num- 
l;ers.  At  the  above  period,  Barbadoes  employed  four  hundred  laii  of 
ftiips,  one  vvitb  another,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  in  their  trade. 
Their  annual  exports  in  fugar,  indigo,  ginger,  cotton,  and  citroii- 
watcr,  vyere  aboye  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds,  and  their  circularing 
cafli  at  home  was  two  hundred  vhoufa^.d  pounds.  Such  was  the  in- 
creafe of  population,  trade,  and  wealth,  in  the  courfe  of  fifty  yeais. 
But  fince  that  time  this  ifiand  has  been  much  on  the  decline,  which  is 
to  be  attributed  partly  to  the  growth  of  the  French  fugar  colonies, 
aad  partly  to  our  ovvneftablifliments  in  the  nciijhbouringifies.  Their 
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Munbcrs  at  prcfent  arc  faid  to  be  twenty  thoufand  uhitc,  and  one 
hundred  thoufand  flavc3.  Their  cnmrncrce  conlills  of  the  fame  ar- 
ticles as  formerly,  though  they  ileal  in  thcin  to  Icfs  extent. 

Barbadoes  is  divided  into  five  dillriifts  and  elevrn  pniifhcs,  and  con- 
tains   four   towns,   viz.  l3riilge-toun,  OUins,  or   Ch.il  ies-tovvn,   Sf. 
James's,  formerly  called  the  Hu  c,  and  Speight's-tov/n.  Bridge-town, 
the  capital,  before  it  was  dcftroycd  by  th  •  tires  of  1766,  confilled  of 
about  fifteen  hundred  lioUfes,  which  wc:ie  mofJy  built  of  brick;  am! 
it  is  ftiH  the  feat  of  government,  and  may  be  called  the  chief  refidencc 
of  the  governor,  who  is  provided  with  a  country  villa  called  Pilgrims, 
litiiated  whhin  a  mile  of  it ;  his  filary  was  raifed  by  Q^ijten  Anne 
from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thoufaiui  pounds  per  ann.  the  whole  of 
which  is  paid  out  of  the  exchequer,  aiul  riiiirged  to  the  account  of  the 
four  and  a  half  percent,  duty.     The  form  of  the  government  of  this 
iflnnd  (o  very  nearly  refcmblestliat  of  Jamaica,  which  has  already  bcea 
dcft^ribed,  that  it  is  lunieceifary  to  enter  into  detail,  except  to  obfcrve 
that  the  council  is  compofcd  of  twelve  members,  and  the  aHcmbly  of 
twenty-tuo.     The  moft  important  variation  refpc6ts  the  court  of 
chancery,  which  in  Barbadoes  is  conftituted  of  the  governor  and 
council,  whereas  in  Jamaica  the  governor  is  folc  chnnctlior.     On  the 
odierhand,  in  Barbailoes,  the  governor  fits  in  council,  even  when  the 
latter  are  a6ling  in  a  legiflative  capacity  :     this  in  Jamaica  would  be 
fonfidered  improper  and  unconflitutional.     It  may  alfo  be  obferved, 
that  the  courts  of  grand  feffions,    common  pleas  and  exchequer  iu 
Barbadoes,  are  diftindt  from  each   other,    and  not  as  in  Jamaica, 
united  and  blended  in  one  fupreme  court  of  judicature. 

We  ihall  clofe  our  account  of  Barbadoes  with  the  following  au:hen- 
•ic  document. 
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1  HTS  ifland,  commonly  called  St.  Kitt's,  is  fifii.ited  in  62°  weft 
longitude  aid  17'='  north  latitude,  about  tburteen  leagues  from  Ati- 
tij/iia;  is  twenty  miles  long  and  about  feven  broad  ;  it  was  difco- 
vercd  in  November,  1493,  by  Cohinibus,  and  named  after  liimfelf, 
but  was  never  planted  or  pollcllud  by  the  Spai\i  ids :  it  is  in  rcahty 
the  oldcft  of  all  the  Hritifli  fettlcmeiUs  in  the  Weft-Indies,  ami  the 
common  mother  both  ol  the  Trench  aiul  Fnglifli  fettlemcnts  in  ihe 
Caribl)ean  illands.  It  was  firft  fettled  by  a  Mr.  Warner  and  fourt.V'jti 
other  perlbns  in  1623.  Mr.  Warner,  a  refnei>ablc  gentleman,  had 
accompanied  Capt.  North  in  a  voyage  to  Surinam,  where  he  had 
become  acquainted  with  a  Capt.  Painton.  a  very  experienced  fcaman, 
who  fuggeUed  to  him  the  advantages  of  a  fettlement  on  one  of  the 
Weft-India  illands  dcferted  by  the  Spaniards,  an'l  pointed  out  this 
as  eligible  for  fuch  an  iindcrtv^king,  Mr.  Warner  returning  to  Eu» 
rope  in  1620,  determined  to  cairy  this  project  into  execution.  He 
accordingly  iailed  with  the  above  party  to  Virginia,  from  whence 
iie  took  his  paflage  to  St.  Chriftopher's,  wheie  he  arrived  in  the 
month  of  January,  1623,  and  by  the  month  of  September  following 
hadraifcd  a  good  crop  of  tobacco,  which  they  propofed  to  maJke  their 
ftaple  commodity. 

Unfortunately,  their  plantations  were  dcftroyed  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  by  an  hurricane;  in  confequcnce  of  which  calamity,  Mr. 
Warner  returned  to  England,  and  obtained  the  powerful  patronage 
of  tlic  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who  caufed  a  fliip  to  be  fitted  out  and  i.df  i 
with  all  kinds  of  neceflaries,  which  arrived  on  the  i8th  oX  May 
following ;  and  thus  faved  a  fettlement  which  had  otherwife  died  in 
its  infancy.  Warner  himfelf  did  not,  however,  return  till  the 
year  1625,  when  he,  carried  with  him  q^  large  numlxr  oi  other  per- 
fons.  About  this  time,  and,  according  to  fome  writers,  on  the  lame 
day  with  Warner,  arrived  D'Efnambuc,  tht  captain  of,  and  about 
thirty  hardy  veterans  belonging  to,  a  Fi-ench  privateer,  which  had 
been  much  damaged  in  an  engagement  with  a  Spaniih  galleon  ;  they 
1  were  received  kindly  by  the  Englifti,  and  remained  witli  them  on  the 
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ifland,   from  whence,  by  their  united  endeavours,  they  drove  the 
original  inhabitants. 

After  this  exploit,  thefe  two  leaders  returned  to  their  refpc«9tive 
countries  to  fohcit  fuccours,  and  [aIuAti^  with  them  thr  naine  of 
conquerors,  they  met  with  every  cncourai^'ement.  Warner  was 
knighted,  and,  by  the  influence  of  hib  pairon,  font  bitk  in  1626 
with  four  hundred  frei'h  recruits,  aii.pl^  furnifliiid  with  necefTiiies 
of  all  kinds.  D'Efaambuc  obtained  from  Caidinil  Richelieu,  the 
then  miniller  of  France,  the  cftablifliment  of  a  fcparate  company, 
to  trade  with  this  and  fome  other  iflands.  bubfenptlons,  however, 
did  not  come  in  very  rapid,  and  the  fliips  fent  out  by  the  new  com- 
pany were  fo  badly  provided,  that  of  five  h|indi  ed  and  thirty-two 
new  fettlers,  who  failed  from  France  in  1627,  the  greater  part  pe- 
jiflicd  niiferably  at  fea  tor  want  of  food.  The  Englifll  received  the 
jiirvivors,  and,  to  prevent  contefts  about  limits,  the  commanders  of 
each  nation  divided  the  iliand  as  equally  as  poffible  among  their  rc- 
fpedlive  followers.  The  ifland  thus  continued  in  the  hands  of  the 
French  and  Enghft'  until  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  when  it  was  finally 
ceded  ^)  Great-Britain.  We  are  not,  however,  to  fuppofe,  that 
during  this  period  harmony  and  good-wijl  prevailed ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  Engliili  were  three  times  driven  off"  the  ifland,  and  their 
plantations  laid  wafte  :  nor  were  the  French  much  lefs  fufferers.  Such 
are  the  confequences  of  thole  curfed  fyftcms  or  maj^ims  of  govern- 
mctit,  which  beget  a  fpirit  of  enmity  againf^  all  thofe  who  are  of  a 
different  nation.  Afier  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  the  French  poirelTions, 
a  few  excepted,  were  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Englifli  government; 
and  in  1783,  eighty  thoufand  pounds  of  the  money  was  granted  as 
a  marriage:  portion  to  the  Princefs  Anne,  who  was  betrothed  to  the 
Piince  of  Orange.  In  1782,  it  was  attacked  and  taken  by  the 
F'rench,  but  again  ceded  to  Britain  at  the  peace  of  1783. 

About  one-half  of  this  iliand  is  fuppofed  to  be  unf^t  for  cultiva- 
tion, thj  interior  parts  <  oiififling  of  many  high  and  barren  mountains, 
between  which  are  horrid  precipices  and  thick  woods.  The  loftieft 
jTiountain,  which  is  evidently  a  decayed  volcano,  is  called  mount 
IMifcry;  it  rifes  three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eleven  iVet  per- 
pendicular height  frcm  the  fea.  Nature  has,  however,  made  a  re- 
tompenfe  for  the  fteriliry  of  the  mountains  by  the  fertility  of  the 
plains.  The  foil  is  a  dark  grey  loam,  very  light  and  porous,  and  is 
fuppofed  by  Mr.  Edwards  *  to  be  the  produ6lion  of  fubterraneoui 
*   Vide  Hiftovy  of  Wcft-Indics,  vol.  i.  p.  429. 
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fres  finely  incorporated  with  a  pure  loam  or  virgin  mould  ;  this  loil 
is  pcculferly  favourable  to  the  culture  of  fugar.  In  the  fouth-weft 
part  of  the  ifland  hot  fulphureous  fprings  are  found  at  the  foot  of 
fome  of  the  mountains :  the  air  is,  on  the  whole,  falubrious, 
but  the  ifliind  is  fubjcft  to  hurricanes. 

St.  Chriftopher's  is  divided  into  nine  pariflies,  and  contains  four 
towns  and  hamlets,  viz.  Kafleterre,  (the  capital)  Sandy  point,  Old 
road,  and  Deep  bay  ;  of  thefe,  Baffeterre  and  bandy  point  are  ports 
of  entry  eftabliflied  by  law.  The  fortifications  on  this  ifland  are 
Charles  fort  and  Brimftone  hill  near  Sandy  point,  three  batteries  at 
Bafleterre,  one  at  F  -ti-ee  bay,  another  at  Palmeton  point,  and  fome 
others  of  littJe  importance. 

St.  Chriftopher's  contributes  twelve  hundred  pounds  currency  per 
annur  I  iowards  the  fupport  of  the  governor-general,  befides  the  per* 
quifites  of  his  office,  which  in  war  time  are  very  contiderable :  the 
council  confifts  of  ten  members ;  the  houfe  of  ailembly  of  twenty- 
t'nir  reprelentatives,  of  whom  fifteen  make  a  quorum.  The  quail- 
tication  for  a  reprefentative  is  a  freehold  >f  forty  acres  of  land,  or  a 
iiuufe  worth  foi  ty  pounds  per  annum  ,  for  an  cle6tor,  a  freehold  of 
;en  pounds  per  annum  :  the  governor  is  chancellor  by  office,  and 
ilfs  alone  on  the  bench.  The  jurifdi>5tion  of  the  courts  of  king's 
bench  and  common  pleas  centers  in  one  fuperior  court,  whereia 
juft^ce  is  adminiftered  by  a  cluef  juftice  and  four  affiftant  judges,  the 
former  appointed  by  the  king,  the  latter  by  the  govcr..or  in  the  king's 
rame ;  they  all  hold  iheir  offices  daring  pleafure.  The  office  of  the 
c'.'.ief  judge  is  v.orth  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum  ;  thofe  of 
the  cifTilfant  judges  trifling.  The  prefent  nimiber  of  inhabitants  arc 
eiimated  at  four  thoufand  white  uihabitants,  three  hutidred  free 
biicks  and  mulattoes,  and  about  twenty-fix  thoufand  Haves. 

As  in  the  other  Britifli  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  all  the  white 
males  from  fixteen  to  fixty  are  obliged  to  enlift  in  the  militia  ;  they 
lerve  without  pay,  nnd  form  two  regiments  of  about  three  hundred 
effeftive  men  each :  thefe,  with  a  company  of  free  blacks,  confli- 
tuted  the  whole  force  of  the  ifland  before  the  laft  war.  Since  that 
period,  a  fm?ll  addition  of  Britifli  troops  have,  w*  believe,  in  gene- 
ral been  kept  there. 
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i^NTlCiUA  is  fituatcd  about  twenty  leagues  eaft  of  St.Chrlf. 
tnpher*s,  in  wcil  longitude  6z"  5',  and  north  latitude  17*^  30'.  Iti? 
about  fifty  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  reckoned  the  largeft  of  all 
:he  Britifti  Leeward  iflands. 

This  illand  has  neither  llream  nor  fpring  oi  frejh  water  ;  this  in. 
conviwice,  which  rendered  it  uninhabitable  to  the  Caribbees,  de- 
terred for  fiime  time  Europeans  from  attempting  a  permanent  eft«. 
bliflimcnt  upon  it;  but  few,  if  any,  are  the  obftacles  of  Nature, 
which  civililed  man  will  not  overcome,  more  efpecially  when  intereft 
fpurs  bin  on.  The  foil  of  Antigua  was  found  to  be  fertile,  aficlit 
foon  prcientcd  itfolf  to  the  view  of  enterprifing  genius,  that  by 
means  of  cilkrns  the  nccefllty  of  fprings  and  dreams  might  be  fu- 
perfeded.  Hence,  as  early  as  1632,  a  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Warner, 
and  a  number  of  other  Engliflunen,  fettled  here,  and  began  thecui' 
tivation  of  tobacco.  In  1674,  Colonel  Ccdrington,  of  Barbadoes, 
removed  to  this  ifiand,  and  fiicceeded  lb  well  in  the  culture  of  fugar, 
tliat,  animated  by  his  example,  and  aided  by  his  experience,  many 
others  engaged  in  the  fame  line  of  bufincfs.  A  few  years  after,  Mr. 
I'odrington  was  declared  captain-general  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Leeward  iflands,  and  carried  his  attention  to  their  welfare  farther 
than  peihaps  any  other  governor  cither  before  or  fi nee  has  done, 
and  the  good  efte<?ls  of  his  wifdom  and  attention  were  foon  nvanifell. 

Antigua,  in  particular,  had  fo  fnr  increafed,  that  in  1690,  when 
General  Codnngton  headed  an  expedition  againfl  the  Fi  cnch  fettle* 
ment  at  St.  Chriftopher's,  it  furnifhed  eight  hundred  effedtive  men. 
Mr.  Ccdrington  dyi:ig  in  1698,  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Chriftopher, 
who,  purfuing  his  fati>er*8  fteps,  held  the  government  till  1704, 
when  he  was  fuperfeded  by  Sir  William  Matthews,  who  died  foon 
after  his  arrival.  Queen  Anne  then  beftowed  the  government  on 
Daniel  Park,  Efq.  a  man  who  for  debauchery,  villany  and  dcfpo* 
tifm,  though  he  may  have  been  equalled,  was  certa-rly  nev;f  ^x* 
"Celled.     His  govcrnmant  laftcd  till  Dec.  1710,  when  ..  ^  opprefGou 
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Sffoufed  the  inhabitants  to  refiftance  :  he  was  feizeJ  b)-  ti.c  cr.r:tp;:'.l 
multitude  and  torn  to  pieces,  and  his  reeking  limbs  fcattercd  atout 
the  ftreet.  An  inquiry  was  inftitutcd  with  rdped  to  the  perpttr.t- 
tion  of  this  ac^;  the  people  of  England  were  divided,  ibme  looking 
upon  his  death  as  an  aiit  of  rebellion  againft  the  crown,  oth.crs 
viewing  it  as  a  juft  facrifice  to  liberty.  The  government,  however, 
rifter  a  full  inquiry,  were  fo  fully  fatisfied  of  Park's  guilty  and  ille- 
gal conduft,  that,  much  to  their  honour,  they  ifliied  a  general  par- 
don for  all  perfons  concerned  in  his  death,  and,  foine  time  after- 
wards, fanflioned  the  promotion  of  two  of  the  principal  perpetra- 
tors to  feats  in  the  council. 

The  principal  article  raifed  in  this  idand  is  fugar  ;  bcfidcs  which, 
rotton-wool  and  tobacco,  is  raifed  in  confiderable  quantities,  and 
likewife  provifiions  to  a  ccnliderable  amount  in  favourable  years. 

Crops  here  are  very  unequal,  and  it  is  exceeding  difficult  to  fur- 
nifii  an  average:  in   1779,  there  was  dripped  three  thouland  three 
hundred  and  eighty-two  hcr^Hieada  and  five  hundred  and  feventy-nine 
tierces  of  fugar :  in   1782,  the  crop  was  fifteen  ihoufaiul  one  hun- 
dred and  two  hogflicads  and  one  thoufand  lix  hundred  and  tlu'ee 
tierces;  in  1770,  1773,  and  1778,  there  \vere  no  crops  of  any  kind, 
owing  to  long  continued  drought,      f  he  iil.md  is  progreflivcly  de- 
crealing  in  produce  and  population.     The  laft  accurate  returns  to 
government  v,er6  made  in  the  year  1774,  when  the  white  inhibitants 
of  all  ages  and  fexes  were  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety,  :ind 
the  eufluved  blackr.  thirty-fevvjn  thiufand  eight  hundred  and  eight : 
feventeen  'lioufaud  hocrflieads  of  fufi[ar  of  fixtecn  hundred  weight 
each,  are  deemed,  on  the  whole,  a  good  faving  crop;  as  onc-h.ilf  of 
the  canes  only  are  cut  Eunually,  this  is  about  an  hojiiliead  to  the  acre. 
Antigua  is  divided  into   fix  parifnes  anil  eleven  cliftni'^":,  and  con- 
tains fix  towns  and  villages.     St.  John's,  which  is  the  capita],  F.ir- 
ham,  Falmouth,  Willoughby  bay,  OIJ  road,  arid  James's  fort ;   the 
two  fi,l\  ar€  the  legal  ports  of  entry.     The  iiland  has  many  excv-'Hent 
harbours,  particularly  Englirti  hirbour  and  St.  John's,  at  the  fonrer 
of  which  there  is  a  dock-yard  and  arfenal  eftabhlhed  b)  the  Engliih 
government. 

The  military  eftablilhment  here  is  two  rcj;iinent3  of  Infantry  and 
two  of  militia,  befides  v\'hich  there  is  a  fquadron  of  dragoons  and  a 
battalion  of  artillery  raifed  in  the  ifland.  The  governor,  or  captain- 
general,  of  the  Leeward  iflands,  though  directed  by  ►  s  i::rciuc- 
•ions  to  vifit  each  afland  within  his  government,  i*  generally  fia- 
*  ..  tiunary 
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tionnry  at  Antigua  t  in  hearing  the  caufes  from  the  other  IHandi 
lie  fits  alone,  but  in  caufes  ariling  within  the  ifland  he  is  ailifted  by 
a  council ;  and  by  an  aft  of  aifembly,  fan£tioned  by  the  crown, 
the  preiident  and  a  majority  of  the  council  may  hear  and  determine 
chancery  caufes  during  the  abfence  of  the  governor- general ;  befides 
this  court,  there  is  a  court  of  King's  Bench,  a  court  of  Common 
Fleas,  and  a  court  of  Exchequer. 

The  legiflature  of  Antigua  confifts  of  the  commander  in  chief,  a 
council  of  twelve  members,  and  an  aflembly  of  twenty-five.  The  le- 
giflature  of  Antigua  fet  the  firft  example  of  a  melioration  of  the  ci  i< 
minal  law  refpeiting  negro  flaves,  by  allowing  them  a  trial  by  jury, 
&c.  And  the  inhabitants,  flill  more  to  their  honour,  have  encouraged 
the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  aTiong  their  flaves. 
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JRENADA  lies  in  weft  longitude  61"  40',  north  latitude  12' o". 
It  is  the  laft  of  the  windward  Caribbees,  and  lies  thirty  leagues  north 
of  Nevv-Andalufia,  on  the  continent.  According  to  Ibtne,  it  it 
twenty-four  leagues  in  compafs  ;  according  to  others,  only  twenty'* 
two;  and  it  is  faid  to  be  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  in  Ibme  places 
fifteen  in  breadth.  The  ifla^d  abounds  with  wild  game  and  fifli ;  it 
produces  alfo  very  fine  timber,  but  the  cocoa  tree  is  obferved  not  to 
thrive  here  fo  well  as  in  the  other  illands.  A  lake  on  a  high  mountain, 
about  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  uipplies  it  with  frefli  water  ftreams. 
Several  bays  and  harbours  lie  round  the  ifland,  fome  of  which  might 
be  fortified  to  great  advantage  ;  fo  that  it  is  very  convenient  for  fliip- 
ping,  not  being  fubjedt  to  hurricanes.'  The  foil  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing tobacco,  fugar,  indigo,  peafe  and  millet. 

Columbus  found  it  inhabited  by  a  fierce,  warlike  people,  who 
were  left  in  quiet  pofleffion  of  the  ifland  till  1650;  though,  accord- 
ing to  others,  in  1638,  M.  Poincy,  a  Frenchman,  attempted  to  make 
afetdcraent  in  Grenada,  but  was  driven  oft'  by  the  Caribbeaiis,  who 
reforted  to  this  ifland  in  greater  numbers  than  to  the  neighbouring 
ones,  probably  on  account  of  the  game  vvith  which  it  abounded.  h\ 
i6p,  however,  Monf.  Parquet,  governor  of  Martiuico,  carried  over 
trom  that  ifland  two  hundred  men,  furniliied  with  prcknts  to  re- 
concile the  lavages  to  them  ;  but  with  arms  to  fubdue  them,  in  cafe 
they  fliould  prove  untradable.  The  favages  are  faid  to  have  been 
trightcned  into  fubmillion  by  the  number  of  Frenchmen ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  fonie  French  vvriters,  the  chief  not  only  welcomed  the 
new-comers,  but,  in  confideration  of  fome  knives,  hatchets,  Itiflrus, 
-nd  other  toys,  yielded  to  Parquet  the  Ibvereignty  of  the  ifland,  re- 
li^iAing  to  themfelves  their  own  habitations.  The  Abbe  Raynal  in- 
forms us,  that  thcfc  firft  French  coloniils,  imagining  they  had  ^ar- 
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chafed  the  illand  by  thefe  trifles,  affamed  the  fovereignty,  and  foon 
acftcd  ns  tyrants.  The  Carihs,  unah'e  to  contend  with  theai  by 
force,  took  their  iifual  method  of  murdering  all  thole  whom  they 
found  in  a  deiencclefs  ftate.  This  produced  a  war ;  and  the  French 
i'cttlers,  havinij  leceived  a  reinforcement  of  tl'.ree  hundred  men  from 
Martaiico,  forced  the  lavages  to  retire  to  a  mountain  ;  from  whence, 
after  exhauiling  a'l  t.ieir  ariows,  they  rolled  down  great  logs  of 
v.ood  on  their  enemies.  Here  they  were  joined  by  other  favages 
from  the  neighbouring  jflands,  and  again  attacked  the  French,  but 
were  deiTatcu  anew  ;  and  were  at  I  ill:  driven  to  fuch  dcfperation,  thai 
forty  of  thcni,  v.ho  had  cfcapcd  from  the  llaugliter,  jumped  from  a 
precipice  into  the  lea,  where  they  all  peiilhed,  rather  than  fall  into 
the  hands  of  tlieir  implacable  enemies.  From  thence  the  rock  was 
called  le  mttrne  ties  jawairs^  or,  *'  the  hill  of  the  Icapers,"  which 
name  it  ftill  retains.  The  French  then  dcflroyed  the  habitations  and 
all  the  provilions  of  the  favagcs  ;  but  fiefli  funplies  of  the  Carib- 
beans  arriving,  the  war  was  ivnewcd  with  g.jat  vigour,  and  great 
numbers  of  the  French  were  killed.  Upon  this  they  refolved  totally 
lo  exterminate  the  natives ;  and  having  accordingly  attacked  the  fa- 
vagcs  unawares,  they  inhumanly  put  to  death  the  women  and  chil- 
dren, as  well  p.s  the  men ;  burning  all  their  boats  and  canoes,  to  cut 
oflf  alfo  communication  between  the  fevi^  furvivors  and  the  neigh. 
bouring  iflands.*  Notwithllanding  all  thefe  barbarous  precai^tion*, 
however,  the  Caribbecs  proved  the  irreconcileable  enemies  of  the 
French;  and  their  frequent  infurreftions  at  laft  obliged  Parquet  to 
fell  all  his  property  in  the  ifland  to  the  Count  de  Cerillac  in  1657.! 
The  new  proprietor,  who  purchafed  Parquet's  property  for  thirty 
thoufand  crowns,  fent  thither  a  perfon  of  brutal  manners  to  govern 
the  ifland.  He  behaved  with  fuch  infupportable  tyranny,  that  moll 
of  the  colonifts  retired  to  Martinico ;  and  the  few  who  remained 
condemned  him  to  death  after  a  formal  trial.    In  the  whole  courj 

*  Of  the  manner  in  which  rhcfe  perfons  carried  on  the  war  againft  the  native:,  1 
pretty  coneft  cftim.itc  may  be  formed  from  the  following  circumftancc  :  a  beautiful 
yniirtj^  gill,  of  twelYflm^hirteen  years  of  age,  who  was  taken  alive,  became  the 
c'lijtvfk  of  diTpiite  bet  wren  two  of  the  French  officers;  cnch  of  them  claiming  her  as 
V.ii  jiriz.L-,  a  tfi'd  CGrr,;:ir,  up,  put  an  cad  to  the  conteft  by  (huoting  the  girl  tluougli 
i\v:  i.oid. 

f  Mr.  ta'v:;r-!.  attiiburos  th;:,  uk  to  anfp'iicr  c  life  ;  hr  fays,  the  Carihbees  wfre 
tnta'ly  c\tin<rt,  ami  thit  it  was  the  great  ex p-.r.f;'  wlii:l;  Parquet  lud  been  at  ia con- 
ijirri.ii,  'he  iP»inu  wlur'.i  oblijjcd  i.im  to  fell  it, 
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of  jiiftice  that  tried  this  mifcreant,  there  was  only  one  man  (called 
Archangel!)  who  could  write.  A  farrier  was  the  pcrfon  who  im- 
peached ;  and  he,  inftead  of  the  fignatures,  fealed  with  a  horfc- 
flioe ;  and  Archangeli,  who  performed  the  ofhce  of  clerk,  wrote 
round  it  thefe  words  in  French,  "  Mark  of  Mr.  de  la  Brie,  counfel 
for  the  court." 

Ccrrilac  receiving,  as  fuppofed,  but  little  profit  from  his  capital, 
conveyed  all  his  rights,  &c.   to  the  French  Weft-India  company ; 
the  charter  of  which  being  aboliflied  in  1674,  the  ifland  became 
veiled  in  the  crown  of  Fiance.     Under  the  various  calamities  to 
which  this  ifland  was  fubjec^ed,  it  will  not  be  fuppofed  to  have 
made  much  progrefs.     By  an  account  taken  in  1700,  there  were  at 
Grenada  no  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  white  people,  fifty- 
tliiee  free  favages  or  mulattoes,  and  five  hundred  ana  twenty-five 
ilavcs.     The  uleful  animals  were  reduced  to  fixty-four  horfes  and 
live  hundred  and  fixty-nine  head  of  horned  cattle.     The  whole  cul- 
ture confided  of  three  plantations  of  fugar,  and  fifty-two  of  indigo., 
This  unfavourable  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  Grenada  was  changed  in 
17 14.    The  change  was  owing  to  the  flourifliing  condition  of  Mar- 
tiiiico.     The  ri'-heit  of  the  fliips  from  that  ifland  were  fent  to  the 
Spanifli  coafts,  and  in  their  way  touched  at  Grenada  to  take  ia  re- 
frefliments.    The  trading  privateers,  who  undertook  this  navigation, 
taught  the  people  of  that  ifland  the  value  of  their  foil,  which  only 
required  cultivation.     Some  trade: a  furniflied  the  inhabitants  with 
llaves  and  utenfils  to  ere£t  fugar  plantations.    An  open  account  was 
eilabliflied  between  the  two  colonies.      Grenada  was  clearing  its 
debts  gradually  by  its  rich  produce,  and  the  balance  was  on  the  point 
of  being  clofed,  when  the  war  in  1 744  interrupted  the  communica- 
tion between  tha  two  iflands,  and  at  the  fame  time  flopped  the  pro- 
grefs of  the  fugar  plantations.    This  lofs  was  fupplied  by  the  culture 
of  coffee,  which  was  purfued  during  the  hoftilities  with  all  the  a£ti- 
vity  and  eagernefs  that  induftry  could  infpire.    The  peace  of  1748 
revived  all  the  labours,  and  opened  all  the  former  fources  of  weakhi 
In  1753,  ^^^  population  of  Grenada  con (ifled  of  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fixty-two  white  people,  one  hundred  and  feveniy-five 
tree  negroes,   and  eleven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-one 
llaves.    The  cattle  amounted  to  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  horfes  or  mules,  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  Rhy-fix 
head  of  horned  cattle,  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy-eight 
Iheep,  nine  hundred  and  two  goats,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-one 
Vol.  IV.  L  I  hogg. 
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hogs.  The  cu'tivation  rofe  to  eighty-three  fugar  plantations,  two 
millions  feven  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  fix  hundred  coffee 
trees,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  cacoa  trees,  and 
tight  hundred  cotton  plants.  The  provifions  confided  of  five 
millions  fcvcn  hundred  forty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
trenches  of  caflTada,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  ninety-fix  banana  trees,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  fquares  of  potatoes  arid  yams.  The  colony  made  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  in  proportion  to  the  excellence  of  its  foil ;  but  in  the  courfc  of 
the  laft  war  but  one,  the  illand  was  taken  by  the  liritifli.  At  this  time, 
one  of  the  mountains  at  the  fide  of  St.  Georjre's  harbour  was  ftron?!v 
fortified,  and  might  have  made  a  good  defence,  but  furrendereil 
without  firing  a  gun;  and  by  the  treaty  concluded  in  1763  the 
ifland  was  ceded  to  Britain.  On  this  celfion,  and  the  managti.icnt 
of  the  colony  after  that  event,  the  Abbe  Raynal  has  tl.  ollowing 
remarks  :  *'  This  long  train  of  evils  [the  ambition  and  mifmannge- 
ment  of  his  countrymen]  has  thrown  Grenada  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifli,  who  are  in  poflefiion  of  this  conquefl  by  the  treaty  of  176^ 
But  how  long  wil^they  keep  this  colony  ?  Or,  will  it  never  again  be 
reftored  to  France  ?  England  made  not  a  fortunate  beginning.  In 
the  firfl  enthufiafm  raifed  by  an  acquifition,  of  which  the  hii;liei] 
•opinion  had  been  previoufly  formed,  every  one  was  eager  to  pur- 
chafe  eftates  there;  they  folcf  for  much  more  than  their  real  vahie, 
This  caprice,  by  expelling  old  colonifts  who  were  imued  to  the 
climate,  fent  about  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  thoufand 
pounds  out  of  the  mother  country.  This  imprudence  was  followed 
by  another.  The  new  proprietors,  mifled  by  national  pride,  fub- 
ftituted  new  methods  to  thofe  of  their  predeceflTors ;  they  attempted 
to  alter  the  mode  of  living  among  their  flavcs.  The  negroes,  who 
from  their  very  ignorance  are  more  attached  to  thei^  cuftoius  than 
other  men,  revolted.  It  was  found  necelFary  to  fend  out  troops,  and 
to  flied  blood :  the  whole  colony  was  filled  with  fufpicions :  the 
mafters,  who  had  laid  themfelves  under  a  neceflity  of  ufing  violent 
methods,  were  afraid  of  being  burnt  or  maflacred  in  their  own  plan- 
tations :  the  labours  declined,  or  were  totally  interrupted.  Tran- 
quillity Was  at  length  reftored,  and  the  number  of  flaves  increafed  ae 
far  as  forty  thoufand,  and  the  produce  raifed  to  the  treble  of  what 
it  was  under  the  French  government.  The  plantations  were  farther 
improved  by  the  neighbourhood  of  a  dozen  of  iflands,  called  the 
Grenadines  or  Grenadilloes,  which  are  dependent  on  the  colony, 
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They  are  from  three  to  eight  leagues  in  circumference,  but  do  not 
alFord  a  fingle  fpring'of  water,  one  finall  one  excepted  ;  the  air  is 
wlioiefome  ;  the  ground,  covered  only  with  thin  buflies,  has  not  been 
faeened  from  the  fun ;  it  exhales  none  of  thofe  noxious  vapours 
which  are  fatal  to  the  hufbandman.  Cariacou,  the  only  one  of  the 
Grenadines  which  the  French  occupied,  was  at  firll  frequented  by 
turtle  fifliermen  ;  who,  in  the  Icifure  afforded  them  by  fo  eafy  an 
occupation,  employed  themfclves  in  clearing  the  ground.  In  jirocefs 
of  time,  their  fmall  number  was  increafed  by  the  accefllon  of  fomc  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe,  who  finding  that  their  plantations 
^ve^e  deftroyed  by  a  particular  fort  of  ants,  removed  to  Cariacou. 
The  ifland  flouriflied  from  the  liberty  that  was  enjoyed  there.  The 
inhabitants  colledcd  about  one  thoufand  two  h\indred  flaves,  by 
whofe  labours  they  made  themfelves  a  revenue  of  near  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  in  cotton.  The  other  Grenadines  do  not  afford  a  prof- 
peft  of  the  fame  advantages,  though  plantations  are  begun  there. 
Sugar  has  fucceeded  remarkably  well  at  Bccouya,  the  largeft  and 
ir.oft  fertile  of  thefc  iflands,  which  is  no  more  than  two  leagues  dif- 
tant  from  St.  Vincent." 

In  the    year    1779,    ^^*    conqueft    of  this    ifland  was  accom- 
plillied  by  D'Eftaing,    the  French  admiral,    who    had  been  pre- 
vented from  attempting  it  before  by  his  enterprife  againftSt.  Vincent. 
Immediately  after  the  conqueft  of  St.  Lucia,    however,    being  re- 
inforced by  a  fquadron  under  M.  de  la  Motte,  he  fet  fail  for  Gre« 
nada  with  a  fleet  of  twenty-fix  fail  of  the  line  and  twelve  frigates, 
having  on  board  ten  thoufand  land  forces.     Here   he    arrived  on 
the  fecond  of  July,  and  landed  three  thoufand  troops,  chiefly  Irifli, 
being  part  of  the  brigade  compofed  of  natives  of  Ireland  in  the  fcr- 
viceof  France.     Thefe  were  conduced  by  Count  Dillon,  who  difpo- 
fed  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  furround  the  hill  that  overlooks  and 
commands  George's-town,  together  with  the  fort  and  harbour.    To 
oppofe  thefe,  Lord  M'Cartney,  the  governor,  had  only  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  regulars,  and  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  armed 
inhabitants ;  but  though  all  refiflance  was  evidently  vain,  he  deter- 
mined neverthelefs  to  make  an  honourable  and  gallant  deft^nce.    The 
preparations  he  made  were  fuch  as  induced  D'Eflaign  himfelf  to  be 
prefent  at  the  attack ;  and  even  with  this  vaft  fupcriority  of  force, 
the  firfl  attack  on  the  entrenchments  proved  unfuccefsful.     The  fe- 
cond continued  two  hours,  when  the  garrifon  was  obliged  to  yiel4 
to  theimmenfc  difparity  of  numbers  who  affaulted  them,  after  having 
killed  or  wounded  three  hundred  of  their  antagonills.    Having  thus 
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mndc  thcmfclvcs  mafters  of  the  entrenchments  on  the  hill,  the  French 
turned  the  cannon  of  them  towards  the  fort  which  lay  under  it,  on 
which  the  governor  demanded  a  capitul:irion.  The  terms,  however, 
were  fc.  extraordinary  and  unprecedented,  that  both  the  govertior  ar.d 
inhabitants  agreed  in  rejecfting  them,  and  determined  rather  tofurrcn- 
der  without  any  conditions  at  all  than  upon  thofe  which  appeared  fo  ex- 
travagant. This  they  did,  and  it  miift  be  acknowledged,  that  the  pro- 
te(fli<n  which  was  afforded  to  the  hclplefs  inhabiiants  of  the  town  and 
their  property,  was  fuch  as  reflected  the  higheft  honour  and  lulhe  on 
the  difcipliiie  ard  huminify  of  the  co;iqueror's  protections  and  fafc- 
guards  were  granted  on  every  application  ;  and  thus  a  town  was  faved 
from  plunder  which,  by  the  ftrift  rules  of  war,  might  have  been  given 
up  to  an  exafperated  loldiery. 

In  the  mean  time  Admiral  Byron,  who  had  b^en  convoying  the 
homeward  bound  Weft-India  fleet,  halK-ned  to  St.  Vincent,  in  hopes 
of  recovering  it ;  but  being  informed  by  the  way,  that  a  delcent  had 
been  made  at  Grenada,    he  changed   his  courfo,  hoping  that  Lord 
M'Cartney  would  be  ai;letohold  out  till  hisaiilval.     On  tin,  fixth  of 
July  he  came  in  fight  of  the  French  fleet,  and  without  regarding 
D'Eftaing's  fuperiority  of  fix  fliips  of  the  line  and  as  many  Irigarcs, 
determined,  if  pofllble,  to  force  him  to  a  clofe  engagement.     The 
French  commander,    however,    was  not  fo  confuLnt  of  his  own 
prowefs  as  to  run  the  riik  of  an  cscounttr  of  this  kind,  and  having  al- 
ready achie  ed^  his  conqueft,  had  no  other  view  than  to  prelcrve  it. 
His  defigns  were  facilitated  by  the  good  condition  of  his  fleet,  which 
being  more  lately  come  out  of  port  than  that  of  the  Britifli,  failed 
fader,  fo  that  he  was  thus  enabled  to  keep  at  what  diftancc  he  plcaicd. 
The  engagement  brgan  at  eight  in  the  morning,  when  Admiral  Bar- 
rington  with  his  own  and  two  other  fliips  got  up  to  the  van  of  the 
enemy,  which  they  attacked  with  the  greateft  fpirit.    As  the  other 
flii{)S  of  his  divifion,  however,  were  not  able  to  get  up  to  his  alfif- 
tance,  thel'e  three  fliips  were  necelfai  ily  obliged  to  encounter  a  vaft 
fuperiority,  and   of  confcquence  fuftered  exceedingly.     The  battle 
was  carried  on  from  beginning  to  end  in  the  fame  Tincqual  matiner ; 
nor  were  the  Britifli  commanders,  though  they  ufed  their  utmoft  ef- 
forts for  this  purpofe,  able  to  bring  the  French  to  a  clofc  engage- 
ment.    Thus  Captains  Collingvvood,  Edwards,  and  Coniwallis,  ftood 
the  fire  of  the  whole  French  fleet  for  fome  time.     Captain  Fanfliaw 
of  the  Monmouth,  a  fixty-four  gun  fliip,  threw  himfelf  fingly  in  the 
v,ay  of  the  enemy's  van;  and  Admiral  Kowley  and  Captain  Buchart 
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fought  at  the  f;inie  til  (advantage  :  fu  that  finding  It  impoflihle  to  con- 
tinue the  rngagcrncnt  with  ;iny  })robabiiity  of  fuccels,  a  geucral  cef- 
fation  of  firing  took  place  about  noon.     It  rc-commcuccd  in  the  fame 
n.anncr  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  Uiftei!  with  dilFcrcnt  intcr- 
iuptions  till   the  evening.    During  this  adtion  fume  of  the  IJritifl^ 
fliipb  had  forced  their  way  into  St.  Geoige'8  harbour,  not  imagining 
that  the  enemy  wore  already  in  pofftlfion  of  the  iiland.     Thty  were 
[oon  undeceived,  howei^er,  by  perceiving  tiicFrench  colours  flying 
ailiorc,  and  the  guns  and  batteries  firing  at  them.    Tldi,  difrovery  put 
nil  e  ^d  to  the  defign  wliich  had  bn^ught  ou  the  engagement ;  and  as  it 
v:;s  now  high  time  to  think  of  providing  t  jr  the  lafety  of  the  Britifli 
iranfports,  which  were  in  danger  from  the  nuniber  of  the  enemy's 
frigates,  the  engagement  was  finally  difcontinned.     During  t!   s  ac- 
tion feme  of  Admiral  Byron's  fliips  had  iutiered  extremely  ;  the  Lion 
of  fixty-four  guns,  Captain  Cornwallis,  was  found  incapable  of  re- 
joining the  fleet,,  which  were  plyiug  to  windward,  and  was  therefore 
obliged  to  bear  aWvay  alone  before  the  wind.     Two  other  fliips  lay  far 
ailern  in  a  very  diftrefTed  fituatioii,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  cap- 
ture them,  nor  did  the  French  admiral  lliow  the  leaft  inclination  to 
renew  the  engagement. 

Grenada  was  again  reflored  to  Great-Britain  at  the  peace  of  Paris ; 
It  contains  about  eighty  thoufand  acres  of  land,  of  which  although 
no  lefs  than  feventy-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-one  acres 
paid  taxes  in  1776,  and  may  therefore  be  i'uppofed  fit  for  cultivation, 
yet  the  quantity  aftualJy  cultivated  has  never  exceeded  fifty  thoufand 
acres.    '1  iie  face  of  the  country  is  mountainous,  but  not  inacceffible 
in  any  part,  and  abounds  with  fprings  and  rivulets.     To  the  north 
and  the  eaft,  the  foil  is  a  brick  mould,  the  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame, 
as  that  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  the  hiftory  of  Jamaica,; 
on  the  weft  fide,  it  is  a  rich  black  mould  on  a  fubftratum  of  yellow 
day  ;  to  the  fouth,  the  land  in  general  is  poor,  and  of  a  .  cddifh  hue, 
and  the  fame  extends  over  a  confiderable  part  of  the  interior  country. 
On  the  whole,  however,  Grenada  appears  to  be  fertile  in  a  high  de- 
gree, and  by  the  variety,  as  well  as  the  excellence  of  its  returns, 
fcems  adnpted  to  every  tropical  produrtion.     The  exports  of  the 
ycarij^C,  from  Grenada  and  its  dependencies,  were  fourteen  mil- 
lions twelve  thoufand  one  hiii.dred  :Mid  fifty-feven  pounds  of  mufca- 
Vudo,  and  nine  millions  two  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  feven  pounds  of  clayed  fugar,  eight  hundred  and  ei';h- 
h°«i:  thoufand  feven  hundred  gallons  of  rum,  one  million  eight  hmi- 
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drcd  and  twcnty-lcvcn  thoiifaiul  one  lumdied  and  (ixty-fix  pounds  cf 
coftcf,  tour  hundred  and  fifty-levcn  thouCand  Icvcn  hM-idrH  znd 
nineteen  pounda  of  caco.i,  nincty-onc  thoulitnd  nine  him  i'.id  rinil 
foity-threi"  pounds  of  rotton,  tvvcnty-levcn  thoufand  fixhia:  'dan.' 
thirty-ci;;ht  pounds  of  indigo,  and  Umi.'  Imallcr  articles ;  the  who'e 
vt  u'hieh,  on  a  moderate  comjiufatiDn,  could  not  be  worth  lc(3,  at 
the  ports  oi  Ihipping,  than  lix  linndicd  tlioiil'ard  pounds  llerliii;, 
ftitluding  tVci{;ht,  dutie-,  infuramc,  :ind  other  clurg';s.  It  deleivi; 
to  be  remembered  tjo,  that  the  fuj;!'  was  the  ))rodiu;e  of  one  hun  ircii 
and  fix  plantations  ordy,  and  that  ihey  were  worked  by  eiglUci-ii 
tlioviiand  two  hundred  and  nincry-threc  nejjioes,  wliich  was  then. tore 
rather  more  than  one  hoglhead  ol'  lixleen  hundrr.d  weight  fronuh'! 
luboi'i'of  eacij  netjro,  old  and  yourt^,  employed  in  the  cuitivaticn  of 
that  tefntnodity;  a  prodigious  return,  efjuallcd,  wo  believe,  by  in 
Britifli  ji'-'nd  in  the  Weft- indies,  8t.  Chnlloper's  excepted.  Trie 
exports  of  1737  will  be  ^^iven  hcrc.f'cr  ;  they  will  be  found,  except 
ia  orw-  or  two  ai  tides,  to  fail  greath  iliort  of  thnfe  of  i  776, 

Thi.i  iilaiid  is  divided  iiitofi.v  p;niflvi:s  ;  St.  George,  ht.  David,  Sr. 
Andrew,  St.  Patrick,  St.  Mark,  and  St.  John;  and  its  chief  drjv:i. 
ciency,  Cariacou,  forms  a  fevcnth  parilh.  It  ic  onij*  fince  the  rcftora- 
ii.on  of  Grenada  to  (Jreat-Britain  by  the  peace  of  1783,  that  an  ifl;tnd 
h.w  has  been  obtained  for  the  cQablilli  v.i^ut  of  a  Proteflant  rlerg/. 
This  act  pafl'ed  in  1784,  and  proviiles  ftipends  of  three  hundred  and 
tiiirfy  pounds  currency,  and  fixty  pounds  for  houfe  rent  per  annum, 
f)r  ^\e  ilcr<tymi'>2y  viz.  one  for  the  town  and  parifh  of  St.  George 
ibrte  for  the  other  five  out  pariflies  of  Gienada,  and  one  for  Ca- 
ruicou.  Eefjdcs  thefe  flipends,  there  are  valuable  glebe  lands,  which 
tad  been  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  Roman  Catholic  cleigy, 
I?:  ?ii  I  llth.it  was  tliecllabliflied  religion  of  Grenada.  Thelie  lands,  ac- 
cording to  an  opinion  of  the  attorney  and  lulicitor-general  of  Eng- 
land, to  whom  a  qtieftion  on  this  poi/it  was  referred  by  tbe  crown, 
becauTe  vi'fted  in  his  Majefty  as  public  ian.l?,  on  the  reftoration  of 
llie  iilaud  to  the  Britifli  government,^  and  we  believe  have  hnce  beeri 

*  If  tin:  tlecifion  of  the  nttorney-j^ncral  and  folicltor-gcneral  was  fou'-.deJ  on  iuf- 
ijcc,  itncJ  O.-ye  government  r:f  Great- I^riraiii  had  a  u.,Ut  to  fi'iic  thefe  l.mds  and  api'iV 
thrm  toa  diti'trcnt  purpofc  than  that  whidi  rh.cy  were  oiijjinally  intcndtd,  and  bcflowcj 
f>ir,  the  (awe  principle  muft  juflify  the  l-'icnch  goviir,mc\U  ia  feiiing  tlic  church  hii-i 
J' public  propcity,  and  applying  them  to  the  btnetir  uf  their  country  ;  hence  it  api'e'.rs 
that  whit  hni  bcerj  termed  the  moft  d.uint;  faciileyr  and  'ilurpation  wii^n  done  in  Frana, 
«  f.iu£>!:;n^d  in  Grcat-Uritain  by  legal  authoriry  as  an  a;l  rtf  juftice. 
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ippllei  by  the  colonial  Icgiilaturc,  with  the  coiifcnt  of  the  croun,  to 
the  farther  fiipport  of  the  I'roctllant  church,  with  Ibmc  allowance 
fjr  tiie  biinctU  of  the  toltratcti  Ruiiiilh  dcrg)'  of  the  rcuiaiuiiig  l  reach 
inhabitants. 

The  capital  of  Grenada,  by  an  order  of  govcrno."  Melville,  foon 
afur  the  celHon  of  the  country  to  Great-Biitain  liy  the  peace  «f 
I'aiis,  was  called  St.  George.  By  this  ortiinancc,  the  Englifli  names 
vcip  given  to  the  fcvcral  towns  :uid  paiiflics,  nnd  their  French  names 
forbidtkn  to  be  thereafter  uled  in  any  j)>il)lic  ads.  The  French 
inuDc  of  tlic  capital  was  I'ort  Koyale  ;  it  is  lituated  in  a  fpaciuiis  bay, 
on  the  well  or  Ice  fide  of  the  ill.ind,  not  far  from  the  fonth  end,  and 
poirilfcs  one  of  the  fafeft  and  moll  commodious  harbours  for  Ihip- 
ping  in  the  Englidi  Wcll-lndits,  which  has  lately  been  fortilkd  at  a 
very  great  expenfe. 

The  other  towns  in  Grenada  arc,  properly  fpcaking,  inconfidera- 
ble  villages  or  hamlets,  which  are  generally  fituated  at  the  bays  or 
Ihippiiig  places  in  the  fcvcral  out  parilhes.  The  parilh  town  of  Ca- 
riacou  is  called  Hillfborongh. 

(f renada  has  two  ports  ot  entry,  with  feparate  eftablifliments,  and 
iiiftiiu'\  revenue  otlicers,  independent  of  each  other,  viz.  one  at  St, 
(I'eorgc,  the  capital,  and  one  at  Grcnville  bay,  a  town  and  harbour  on 
t'.ie  call  or  windward  lide  of  the  ifland.  The  former,  by  the  27th 
Gei).  111.  c.  27,  is  made  a  free  port. 

It  appears  that  the  white  population  of  Grenada  and  the  Grena« 
dines  has  decreafed  confiderably  fince  thefe  idands  firfl  came  into  the 
poflellion  of  the  Knglifh.  The  number  of  white  inhabitants,  in  the 
year  1771,  were  known  to  be  fomewhal  more  than  fixteen  hundred  ; 
in  1777,  they  had  decreafed  to  thirteen  hundred;  and  at  this  time 
tiiey  are  fuppofed  not  to  exceeil  one  thoufand,  of  which  about  two 
thirds  are  men  able  to  bear  arms,  and  incorporated  info  five  regi- 
ments of  miUtia,  including  a  company  of  free  blacks  or  mulattoes  at- 
tr.  hed  to  each.  There  are  likewifc  about  five  hundred  regular 
uoops  from  Great-Britain,  which  are  fupported  on  the  Britifli  eilab- 
iidimcnt.  Befides  the  regular  troops  which  are  fent  from  Great-Bri- 
[  tain  tor  the  protet'^tion  of  Grenada,  there  arc  in  its  garrifon  three 
I  companies  of  king's  negroes,  which  came  from  America,  where  they 
llcivcd  in  three  capacities,  as  pioneers,  artificers,  and  light  dragoons. 
In  Grenada  ibey  form  a  company  of  each,  and  are  commanded  by  a 
•!eutenant  of  the  regulars,  having  captain's  rank, 
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The  negro  flavcs  have  alfo  decreafed.  By  the  lad  returns  prcic. 
ding  the  capture  of  the  illmd  in  1779,  they  were  itated  at  thirty-Hvc 
thoufand,  of  which  five  thoufand  were  in  Cariacou,  and  the  fmaller 
iflands.  In  178  c;  they  amounted  to  no  more  than  twenty-three  thou- 
And  nine  hundred  and  twenty-fix  in  the  whole.  The  decreafe  was 
o*V!ng  j)artly  to  the  want  of  any  regular  fupply  during  the  French 
governiTient,  ai,d  partly  to  the  numbers  carried  from  the  ifland  by 
the  French  inhabitant?,  both  before  and  after  the  peace. 

The  free  people  of  colour  amounted  in  1787,  to  one  thou- 
fan;!  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  To  prevent  the  too  great  incrcafe 
of  tliis  mixed  race,  every  manumilfion  is,  by  an  aft  of  this  iflani!, 
charged  with  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds  currency,  paj-;.blc 
into  the  public  trcafury.  But  this  law  has  neither  oj)erated  as  a  pro- 
tluftive  fund,  nor  as  a  prohibition  ;  for  it  is  ufually  evaded  by  execu- 
ting and  recording  atls  of  manumiirion  in  i'ome  other  illr.nd  or  !;o- 
vernment  where  there  is  no  fuch  law.  'I'he  evidence  of  all  free  co- 
loured people,  whether  b^rn  free  or  manumitted,  is  received  in  the 
courts  of  this  illand,  on  thi:;ir  producing  fuifieicnt  proof  of  their  free- 
dom ;  and  fuch  free  people  are  tried  on  criminal  charges  in  the  fame 
manner  as  whites,  without  diftinftion  of  colour.  They  are  alfo  al- 
lowed to  poflcfs  and  enjoy  lands  and  tenements  to  any  amount,  pro- 
vided they  are  native-born  fubjeds  or  capitulants,  and  not  aliens. 

The  governor,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  chancellor,  ordinary,  and 
vice-admiral,  and  prefides  folely  in  the  courts  of  chmcery  and  ordi- 
nary, as  ir  Jamaica.  His  fa'ary  is  three  thoufand  two  hundred 
pounds  currency  per  annum,*  which  is  raiied  l^y  a  poll  tax  on  a!! 
flaves;  and  it  is  the  practice  in  Grenada  to  pafs  a  fnlaiy  bill  on  th> 
arrival  of  every  new  governor,  to  continue  during  his  government. 
In  all  cafes  of  abfcnce  beyond  twelve  months,  the  falary  ceafes  an'i 
determines. 

The  council  of  Grenada  confiils  of  twelve  members,  and  the. "U- 
fembly  of  twenty-fix.  The  powers,  j)rivi!ege3  and  funftions  of  both 
thefe  branches  of  the  Icgiflature  are  the  fame,  and  exercifed  preeifely 
in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  coimcil  and  aficmbJy  in  Jamaic;;. 
A  freehold  or  life  eflate,  of  fifty  acie?,  is  a  qualification  to  fit  as  rr- 
prefentatives  for  the  pnriihes,  and  a  freehold,  or  life  cftate  in  fifty 
pounds  houfe  rent  in  St.  Gcoige,    qualifies  a  reprefcntstive  for  the 

*  The  currency  of  GrcnnJa,  or  rate  of  exchange,  ir,  commonly  futy-fi\c  p:r  cat 
wwiie  (t\*a  flerling. 
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tdwn.  An  eftate  of  ten  acres  in  fee,  or  for  life,  or  airntofteu 
poinds  in  any  of  the  out  towns,  gives  avote  for  the  repi"efent;;tives  of 
fich  parifli  rcfpctflively  i  andu  rent  of  twenty  pounds  per  ami.  iHuinsj 
out  of  any  freehold  or  Hfe  eftate  in  the  town  of  St.  (Icorge,  gives  a 
vorc  for  the  reprefentative  for  the  ton  n. 

The  law  coiuts  in  Grenada,  bcfides  thole  of  chancery  and  ordi- 
ii;i;y,  are  the  court  of  grand  fcffions  of  the  peace,  held  twice  a  year, 
\i/..  in  March  and  Septeii-ber.  In  this  court  the  firft  perlo)  named 
i;i  the  comnnflion  of  the  peace  prefidcs,  who  is  ufually  the  prelidcnt 
or  fcnior  in  council. — The  court  of  common  pleas  :  this  court  con- 
iiits  of  one  chief  and  four  afliftant  juftices,  whole  commilhons  are 
during  pleafure.  The  chief  juftice  is  ufually  appointed  in  England,  a 
profeffional  man,  and  receives  a  falary  of  fix  hundred  pounds  per 
aniuim.  The  four  aiTiftant  juftices  are  ufually  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  ifland,  and  aft  without  a  fa- 
lary.— The  court  of  exchequer  :  the  barons  of  this  court  are  ccin- 
millioned  in  like  manner  as  in  the  court  of  common  })!oas ;  but  this 
court  is  lately  grown  into  difufe. — The  court  of  admiralty  for  trial  of 
all  prize  caufes  of  capture  from  enemies  in  war,  and  of  revenue  fei-. 
zure  in  peace  or  war.  There  is  one  judge  of  admiralty  and  one 
furrogate. — The  governor  and  council  compofe  a  court  of  eri-or, 
as  in  Jamaica,  for  trying  all  appeals  of  error  from  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas. 

V/e  have  already  noticed  that  there  arc  fever al  fmall  illands  fub- 
jc5t  to  the  laws  enacted  in  Grenada ;  they  each  eleft  a  perfon  to 
rcprcfent  them  in  the  general  aflembly,  which  is  always  held  in  St. 
George's.  As  none  of  the  Grenadines  have  a  harbour  fit  for  large 
veflels,  the  produce  of  them  is  conveyed  in  fmall  vcflels  to  St. 
deorge's,  from  whence  it  is  exported  to  the  dilferent  places  of  Eu- 
rope, Africa,  America,  &c.  From  the  number  of  veiiels  that  arrive 
there  yearly  from  dilTerent  places,  and  from  iu  being  the  Icat  of  the 
legiilacure,  it  has  become  fo  populous,  that  two  uew;papers  are  pun- 
liihcd  in  it.  On  occalion  of  the  late  profpetTl  of  a  war  with  Spain,  an 
;icr  was  paffed  here  in  February  1790,  obliging  every  gentleman  ta 
give  ill  upon  oath  the  value  of  his  eftate,  and  the  number  of  blacky 
i.pon  it,  in  order  that  the  general  aflembly  might  afcertain  the  num- 
ber of  flaves  each  fliould  fend  to  work  upon  tno  fortifications  oi~» 
Richmond  hill,  near  St.  George's. 

\Vc  fliall  clofe  our  account  of  this  ifland  v.  ith  a  view^  of  its  export* 
w  1787,  with  an  accqunt  of  its  value  in  the  Britilii  market. 
VuL.  IV.  M  m  An 
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HIS  ifland  is  fituated  between  6 1°  and  62°  weft  longitude,  and 
jjoand  16°  north  latitude,  is  about  twenty-nine  miles  long,  and  fix- 
teen  broad  j  it  was  io  named  by  Columbus,  on  account  of  its  be- 
ing difcovered  on  a  Sunday.  Prior  to  the  year  1759^  its  hiftory  is  a 
mere  blank;  at  the  above  period  it  was  taken  by  Great-Britain 
from  FrancCj  and  afterwards  confirmed  to  her  at  the  peace  in 
1763. 

When  Great-Britain  took  pofleffion  of  this  ifland,  many  French- 
men had  eftabliflied  plantations  of  coffee  in  various  parts  thereof,  and 
thefe  were  fecured  in  their  pofleflions  by  the  Britifli  government,  on 
condition  of  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  paying  a  quit  rent  of 
two  fliilHngs  per  acre  per  ann.  provided  each  plantation  did  not  con- 
fift  of  more  than  three  hundred  acres.  The  reft  of  the  cultivable 
lands  were  fold  by  auftion  under  the  infpeftion  of  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe :  ninety-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
forty-four  acres  were  thus  difpofed  of^  which  yielded  to  the  Britifli 
government  three  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  and  nin-^rty-two  pounds 
eleven  Ihillings  and  one  penny  fterling.  Thefe  purchafes  made  by 
Britifli  fubjefts  do  not  appear  to  have  anfvvered  the  expe6lation  of  the 
buyers,  for  the  French  inhabitants  are  ftili  the  moft  numerous,  aii.t 
polTefs  the  moft  valuable  coffee  plantations  in  the  ifland,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  has  hitherto  been  found  its  moft  important  ftaple. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  unjuft  and  deftru6live  war  again  ft  thr 
American  colonies  by  Great-Britain,  the  ifland  of  Dominica  v,  as  in  * 
very  flourilhing  ftate*  Rofeau,  its  capital,  had  been  declared  a  free 
port  by  aft  of  parliament,  and  was  reforted  to  by  trading  veflels  from 
itioft  part  of  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  as  well  as  from  America*  The 
French  and  Spaniards  purchafed  great  numbers  of  hegrres  there  for 
the  fupply  of  their  fcttlements,  together  with  large  quantities  of  the 
manufaftures  of  Great-Britain,  payment  for  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  raade  in  bullion,  indigo,  and  ccf^on,  and  completed  in  mules 
and  fixttle,  articles  of  prime  neceflity  to  the  planter.  Thys  the  ifland, 
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though  certainly  not  fo  fertile  as  fome  others,  was  rapidly  advancing 
to  imjioitance. 

The  fituation  of  this  ifland  is  between  the  French  ifland  of  Guada- 
loupc  and  Martinico,  with  fafe  and  commodious  roads  and  harbours 
for  privateers,  rendered  its  defence  an  obje£t  of  the  utmoll  impor. 
tance  to  Great-Britain  ;  but  her  defpotic  principles,  folly,  and  fraii^ 
tic  rage  againft  her  colonies  on  the  continent,  caufed  a  total  neglei^l 
of  her  Weft-India  pofleffions.     Pcfterity  will  fcarcely  believe  that  the 
regular  force  allotted  to  this  ifland,  the  beft  adapted  of  all  others  for 
the    defence   of   the  Carribbean    fea,   and  the   diftrefling  of  the 
French  colonies,  confifted  only  of  fix  officers  and  ninety-four  pri. 
vates.    In  1778,  the  Marquis  de  liouillc,    the  governor  of  Marti- 
nico, made  a  defcent  with  two  thoufand  men  ;  all  refinance  being 
vain,  the  only  thing  the  garrifon  could  do  was  to  procure  as  favoura- 
ble terms  of  capitulation  as  pollible.     Thcfe  were  granted  with  fiich 
readinefs  as  did  great  honour  to  the  character  of  this  ofiicer,  the  inha- 
bitants experiencing  no  kind  of  change  except  that  of  transferring  their 
obedience  from  Britain  to  France,  beinjj  left  unmolefted  in  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  all  their  rights,   both  civil  and  religious.     The  capitulation 
was  ftridly  obferved  by  the  Marquis,  no  plunder  or  irregularity 
being  allowed,  and  a  pecuniary  gratification  being  diftributed  among 
the  foldiers  and  volunteers  who  accompanied  him  in  the  expedition. 
An  hundred  and  fixty-four  pieces  of  exccUeni  eannon,  and  twenty- 
four  brafs  mortars,  befides  a  large  quantity  of  military  ftores,  were 
found   in  the  place,  infomuch  that  the  French  themfelves  exprefllid 
their  lurprife  at  finding  fo  few  hands  to  make  ufe  of  them.    Tiic 
Marquis,    however,  took  care  to  fupply  this  dcfefV,  by  leaving  a 
garrifon  of  one  thouland  five  hundred  of  the  be  ft  men  he  had  with 
him. 

Though  the  conduct  of  Bouille  in  the  above  expedition  was  fuchas 
in  every  partt  hereof  to  refleiTt  honour  on  him  as  a  foJdier  and  a  man, 
yet  it  was  far  different  with  refpeft  to  the  Marquis  Duchilleau,  whom 
Bouille  appointed  commander  in  chief  in  Dominica.  During  five 
years  and  three  months,  the  pciiod  this  ifland  was  fubjed  to  the 
French  monarchy,  and  under  his  adminiftration,  ii;  was  a  prey  to 
the  moft  villainous  defpotifm  and  wanton  exertion  of  power.  The 
principles  of  the  late  court  of  Verfailles  difcovered  thcji;ieives  in  all 
fheir  heJlifli  forms.  The  Englirti  inhabitants  were  ftripped  of  their 
arms,  and  forbid  to  aflemble  in  any  greater  number  vhsa  two  in'a 
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place,  under'the  penalty  of  military  execution  ;  and  the  ccntinels  were 
ordered  to  flioot  them  if  they  parted  in  greater  numbers.  No  lighta 
were  to  be  feen  in  their  hculcs  after  nine  o'clock  ii'.  the  evening,  nor 
was  ail  Englilli  perfon  to  prefume  to  walk  the  flreets  on  ai\y  account 
whatever  after  that  period  without  a  lanthorn  and  candle.  Mr. 
Robert  How,  an  Englifh  merchant,  and  owner  of  a  fliip  then  in  the 
harbour,  attemptincj  to  go  on  board  after  that  time,  was  fhot  dead  in 
the  attempt,  and  the  centinel  who  did  the  aft,  promoted  for  having, 
is  the  governor  expreffcd  it,  done  his  duty. 

The  town  of  Rofeau  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  French  foldiery,  which 
if  not  done  by  the  governor's  orders,  was  however  fandioncd  by  him, 
tor  during  the  whole  night  on  which  the  melancholy  event  took 
jijarc,  he  was  prefent  like  another  Nero,  diverting  himfclf  with  the 
icene,  and  aftually  forbid  his  Ibldiers  to  aflill:  in  extingiiifliing  the 
fiames,  fave  only  in  houfes  belonging  to  the  French  inhabitants,  but 
he  permitted,  if  he  did  not  pofitively  encourage,  his  men  to  plunder 
the  Enelifli  inhabitants  in  the  midit  of  their  diftrcfs. 

The  accumulated  diftrelTcs  of  the  inhabitants  ruined  a  number  of 
the  plinters,  who  threw  up  their  plantations,  and  abandoned  them. 
h  1783  it  was  again  rertored  to  Great-Britain,  and  the  inhabitants 
Rllored  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  former  privileges. 

This  illand  is  divided  into  ten  p;'rilhes,  the  town  of  Rofeau, 
which  contains  only  five  hundred  houfes,  exclufiveof  the  cottages  of 
tilsnegmes,  is  the  capital  j  it  is  fituated  on  a  point  of  land  on  the  fouth- 
\.d  fide  of  the  illand,  which  forms  VVoodbridge's  and  Charlotte 
Ville  bays.  The  iiland  contains  many  high  rugged  mountains,  feve- 
ral  of  which  contain  volcanoes,  which  frequently  difcharge  burning 
(ulphur,  and  from  fome  of  the  mountains  hot  fprings  of  water  iflue. 
lEctween  the  mountains  are  many  fertile  vallies,  well  watered,  there 
iteing  at  leaft  thirty  fine  rivers,  befides  rivulets  in  the  country. 

There  are  not,  however,  at  this  time,  more  than  fifty  fugar  pianta- 

|tioa5inwork,and  one  year  with  another  they  do  not  produce  more  than 

oni  two  to  three  thoufand  hogflieads  per  annum.     There  are  more 

Ithantwo  hundred  coffee  plantations,  which  fecm  to  anfwer  well,  as 

niome  years  they  have  produced  twenty-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred 

pd  eighty-five  hundredweight.     Cacoa,  indigo  and  ginger  are  alfo 

tiiltivated,  but  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  for  the  chief  o^  thofc  in  the 

p  of  exports  are  obtained  from  South-America,  under  the  fandtioa 

f  Ae  free  port  law. 
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The  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  return  of  i';88,  if 
as  follows :  white  inhabitants  of  all  forts,  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  thiity-fix;  fi-ee  negroes,  &c»  four  hundred  and  forty-five; 
ilaves,  fourteen  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-feven  j  and  aboBl 
twenty  or  thirty  fj^milies  of  Caribbees.  We  Ihall  clofe  this  account 
with  the  following  table  of  exports,  &c. 
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HIS  iiland  contains  about  eighty-four  thoufand  acres,  and  is  on 
the  whole  well  watered  ;  it  is,  however,  in  general  mountainous  and  nij;. 
ged,  but  the  intermediate  vallies  are  exceeding  fertile.  The  country 
held  and  cultivated  by  the  Britifli,  at  prcfent,  does  not  exceed  twenty. 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  live  acres,  all  the  reft  of  the  iiland 
being  held  by  the  Caribbe^?,  or  iiKapablc  of  cultivation. 

The  Spaniards,  according  to  Dr.  Campbell,  beftovved  the  name  of 
St.  Vincent  on  this  ifland,  on  account  of  its  beiir^  difcovered  on  a  'lay 
devoted  to  that  Saint  in  their  calendar  ;  but  it  :locs  not  appear  th:it 
they  ever  got  poilliTlon  of  it  on  account  of  the  aumber  of  Imlians 
■who  inhabited  it ;  but  neither  the  jiatural  ftrength  of  the  iiland,  mr 
their  numbers,  could  ultimately  exempt  them  from  European  hufti- 
lities. 

When  the  Englifli  and  French,  who  for  fomc  years  had  been  ra- 
vaging the  Windward  iflands,  began  to  give  forae  confidence  to  their 
fettlement?,  in  the  year  1660  they  agreed  that  Dominica  and  St.  Vin- 
cent fliould  be  left  to  the  Uaribs  as  '.heir  property.     Some  of  thei'c 
lavages,  who  till  then  had  been  difpcrfcd,  retired  into  the  former, 
and  the  greater  part  into  the  latter.    There  thefe  n;ild  and  modtr.ite 
men,  loveJ^s  of  peace  and  filence,  lived  in  wooes,   in  fcatteied  families, 
under  the  guKi:ince  of  an  old  man,  whom  his  age  alone  had  advan- 
ced to  the  dignity  of  ruler.     The  dominion  pafTed  fucceffively  into 
every  family,  where  the  oldeft  always  became  king,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  guide  and  father  of  the  nation.     Thefe   ignorant  favages  were 
ftil!  unac(juainted  with  the  fuhlhne  art  of  fubduing  and  governing  inca 
>•"/  force  of  arms  ;  of  murdering  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  to  get 
poireffion  of  their  lands  ;  of  granting  to  the  conquerors  the  property, 
and  to  the  conquered  the  1"'..  urs  of  the  conquered  country ;  and  in 
procefs  of  time,  of  depriving  both  of  the  rights  and  the  fruit  of  their 
toil  by  arbitrary  taxes. 
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The  population  of  thefe  cnildren  of  nature  wa^  fuddcnly  augmented 
bvarace  of  Africans,  whofc  origin  was  never  politively  afceitaiiied. 
It  is  faid  that  a  il\ip  carrying  negroes   for  file,  foundrrcd  on  the 
coaftof  St.  Vincent,  and  the  flaves  v-ho  efcaped  the  wreck,  were  re- 
ceived as  brethren  by  the  favages.     Others  pretend  tliat  tlicf'.-  negroes 
were  deferters/who  ran  away  from  the  plantations  of  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies.    A  third  tradition  fiys,  that  this  forcicjn  race  comes 
fiom  the  blacks  whom  the  Caribs  took  from  the  Spaniards  in  the  fir^ 
wars  between  thofe  Europeans  and  the  Indians,     If  wc  iTiay  credit 
PuTertre,  the  moft  ancient  hiftorian  who  has  written  an  account  of 
the  Antilles,  thefe  terrible  favages  who  were  fo  inveterate  againft 
their  matters,  fpared  the  captive  llaves,  brought  them  home,    and 
rcllored  them  to  liberty  that  they  might  enjoy  life,  that  is,  the  common 
bleffings  of  nature,  which  no  man  has  a  right  to  withhold  from  any 
of  his  fellow  creatures. 

Their  kindnefs  did  not  flop  here  ;  for  by  whatever  chance  thefe 
(Irangers  were  brought  into  the  ifland,  the  proprietors  of  it  gave 
ihem  their  daughters  in  marriage,  and  the  race  that  fprang  from  this 
mixture  were  called  black  Caribs:  they  have  prefervcd  more  of  tl.s 
primitive  colour  of  their  fathers,  than  of  the  lighter  hue  of  their  mo- 
thers. The  red  Caribs  are  of  a  low  ftature ;  the  black  Caribs  tall 
and  flout,  and  this  doubly-favage  race  fpcaks  with  a  vehemence  that 
feems  to  refemble  anger. 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  fome  differences  arofe  between  the 
t^o  nations ;  the  people  of  Martinico  perceiving  this,  refolved  to 
like  advantage  of  their  divifions,  and  raife  themfelveson  the  ruins  of 
both  parties.  Their  pretence  was,  that  the  black  Caribs  gave  flicker 
|tothe  flaves  who  deferted  from  the  French  iflands.  Tmpofture  is  al- 
ways produftive  of  injuftice.  Thofe  who  were  falfely  accafed,  were 
ifterwards  attacked  withoiit  reafon  ;  but  the  fmallnefs  of  the  num- 
rsfent  out  againft  them,  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  who  were  appointed 
[ocommand  the  expedition,  the  defection  of  the  red  Caribs,  who 
[tfufed  to  fupply  fuch  dangerous  allies  with  any  of  the  fuccours  they 
id  promifed  them  to  aft  againft  their  rivals,  the  difficulty  of  procu- 
ing  fubfiftence,  the  impoffibility  of  coming  up  with  enemies  who 
pt  themfelves  concealed  in  woods  and  mountains ;  all  thefe  circum- 
nces  confpired  to  difconcert  this  rafli  and  violent  enterprife.  It 
obliged  to  be  given  up  after  the  lofs  of  many  valuable  lives  ;  but 
triumph  the  favages  obtained,  did  not  prevent  them  from  fuing  for 
ice  as  lupplicants.  They  even  invited  the  French  to  come  and  live 
l^'oi-.IV.  '        Nn  with 
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with  tUcni,  fwcaring  finccrc  fiiendfhip  and  inviolable  concord,  Thi* 
pin|)oral  was  agreed  to,  and  the  next  year,  1719,  many  ,Ftbc  'iiliaU- 
I  tilts  v\  Mariiiiico  lemovcd  to  St.  Vincent. 

The  liill  who  came  thither  fettled  peaceably,  not  only  with  tlic 
coiiicnt,  but  by  the  afliftancc  of  the  red  Caribs.  This  fuccefs  in- 
duced others  to  follow  their  cxannple  ;  but  thefe,  whether  frci^  jea. 
louiy,  or  fomc  other  motive,  taught  the  favages  a  fatal  fecret ;  that 
pcojilr,  who  knew  of  no  property  but  the  fruits  of  the  ear';'i,  becauf*; 
they  are  the  lewarcl  of  labour,  learnt  with  attoniflinietu  tV;u:  they 
could  fell  the  earth  itfelf,  which  they  had  always  looked  upon  as  be- 
longing to  mankind  in  general.  This  knowledge  induced  tlicm  to 
ireafure  niul  fix  boundaries,  and  tiom  that  inftant  peace  and  happinefs 
were  baniflied  from  their  iiland  :  the  partition  of  lands  occ>.iiotied  cli- 
vifionsamongft  them.  The  following  were  thecaufcs  of  the  revolution 
produced  by  the  fyftem  of  ufurpntion. 

When  the  I  'cnch  came  to  St,  Vincent,  they  brought  flaves  alonp; 
with  them  to  clear  and  till  the  ground.    The  black  Caribs,  iliocked 
at  t'le  thought  ot  lefen  ';)ling  men  who  were  degraded  by  flavery,  and 
fearing  that  fome  time  or  other  their  colour,  which  betrayed  their 
origin,  might  be  made  a  pretence  for  enflaving  them,  took  refuge  in 
the  thicker  part  of  the  foreft.  In  this  fituation,  in  order  to  imprint  an 
indelible  mark  of  diftindlion  upon  their  tribe,  that  might  be  a  p'f- 
petual  token  of  their  hulependence,  they  flattened  the  foreheads  ot  a^ 
their  children  is  foon   as  they  were  born.    The  men  and  wonxn  | 
wbcfe  heads  could  not  aend  to  this  ftrange  (liape,  dared  no  longci 
appear  ivi  public  without  this  vifible  Ign  of  freedom.     The  next  ge- 
neration appeared  as  anew  race;  the  flat-headed  Caribs,  who  were! 
nearly  of  the  fame  age,  tall  proper  men,  hardy  and  fierce,  came  .indj 
crefted  huts  by  the  fea  fide. 

They  no  fooner  knew  the  price  whicli  the  Europeans  fet  upontlifj 
lands  they  inhabited,  than  they  claimed  a  Ihare  with  the  other  illan- 
ders.  Tills  riling  fpirit  of  covetoufin-fs  was  at  firft  appeafed  by  foir.d 
prffents  of  brandy  and  a  few  fabres ;  but  not  content  with  thefe,  m 
jbon  demanded  fire  arms,  as  the  red  Caribs  had  ;  and  at  laft  tt'-fi 
were  defirous  of  having  their  ftiare  in  all  future  falcs  of  land,  anj 
likcwile  iu  the  produce  of  paft  fa'cs.  Provoked  at  being  denied 
p;u"t  in  this  brotherly  repartition,  they  formed  into  a  feparate  trib 
I'.vore  nevermore  to  aflbciate  with  the  icd  Caribs,  chofeachietc 

their  own,  ;>nd  declared  war. 
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TIic  number  of  the  combatants  might  be  cqiinl,  but  their  ftrcngth 
iKAi  not  fo.  Tile  black  Caribs  had  every  a'Jvauragc  over  the  red, 
that  iiuhiftry,  valour,  and  boldnei's,  muft  foon  ac(|uire  over  a  ueak 
lialiit  and  ^  timorous  dilpofuion.  But  thclpint  of  cciuity,  which  \i 
ieldom  deficient  in  favages,  made  the  conqueror  conlent  to  (hare  with 
tlic  vanquiflied  all  the  territory  lying  to  the  leeward.  It  was  the  only 
one  which  botli  p.irties  were  dclirousof  poflellinw,  bccaufe  there  they 
Hcrc  fure  of  receiving  prcfents  from  the  French. 

The  black  Caribs  gaii.cd  nothin.;  by  the  agreement  which  thty 
thcmlclves  had  di-nwn  up.  The  new  planters  \vliocaine  to  the  illand, 
always  landed  and  fettled  near  the  red  Carib:^^,  where  the  coall  was 
nioft  acceffiblc.  This  preference  rouied  that  enmity  which  was  but 
ill  extinguiflied  ;  the  war  broke  out  again;  the  red  Cai  ibs,  who 
were  always  beaten,  retired  to  windward  of  the  ifland  ;  many  took 
to  their  canoes  and  went  over  to  the  continent,  01  to  Toba^,  and  the 
few  that  remained  lived  fcparate  from  the  blacks. 

The  black  Caribs,  conquerors  and  mailers  of  all  the  leeward  onft, 
required  of  the  Europeans  that  they  iliould  again  buy  the  lands  rhcy 
had  already  purchafed.  A  Frenchman  attempted  tofliew  the  deed  of 
his  purchafe  of  fome  land  which  he  had  bought  of  a  red  Carib  ;  '*  I 
know  not,"  fays  a  black  Carib,  '*  what  thy  paper  fays,  butrcadwh.it 
is  written  on  my  arrow  ;  there  you  may  fee,  in  charadcrs  which  lio 
not  lie,  that  if  you  do  not  give  me  what  1  demand,  I  will  go  and 
bum  your  houfe  to  night."  In  this  manner  did  a  people  vvho  bad 
not  learnt  to  read,  argue  with  thofc  who  derived  fuch  confequencc 
from  knowing  how  to  write.  They  made  uft  ot  the  right  of  force,  with 
as  much  aifurance  and  as  little  remorfe  as  if  they  had  been  acquainted 
with  divine,  political  and  civil  right. 

Time.^which  brings  on  a  change  of  meafures  with  a  change  of  inte- 
tcrefts,  put  an  end  to  thefe  difturbanees.  The  French  became  in 
their  turn  the  ftrongeft  ;  they  no  longer  fpcnt  their  time  in  bleeding 
poultry,  and  cultivating  vegetables,  caifava,  maize,  and  tobacco,  in 
order  to  fell  them  at  Martinico.  In  Icfs  than  twenty  years  more  im- 
portant cultures  employed  eight  hundred  white  men  and  three  thou- 
land  blacks.  Such  was  the  lituation  of  St.  Vincent  when  it  fell  ii\tQ 
the  hands  of  the  Englifli,  and  was  fecured  to  them  by  the  treaty 
of  1763. 

It  was  in  the  weflern  part  of  the  ifland  ^\iM  the  French  had  begun 
the  cuhure  of  caeca  and  of  cotton,  and  had  inade  confideiable  ad- 
vgncci  ]r\   th^t  of  coliise.    The  conquerors  formed  there  ioUiC  lugar 

N  n  ;^  '  plant 


iF^rf^ 


r% 


r 


1; 


■  i. 


i 

\ 

I 

<                   1 

' 

lylif 

M 

t> 


"^■^  "^^ 


^, 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


I.I 


MX      Us 

;^  lis  iiiiiM 


—    6" 


IL25  IIIIIJA  1 1.6 


"/ 


<^ 


// 


^^ 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


\ 


V 


n>^ 


\\ 


^<b 


V 


6^ 


<> 


"^^ 


4is 


C/. 


6^ 


ly- 1 


injfi 


276  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

plantations ;  the  impoflibility  of  multiplying  them  upon  an  uneven 
loil,  which  is  full  of  ravines,  made  them  dcfirous  of  occupying  the 
plains  towards  the  eaft.  The  favagcs  who  had  taken  refuge  there, 
J  efufcd  to  quit  them,  and  recourfe  was  had  to  arms  to  compel  thctn 
to  it.  The  refiftance  which  they  oppofed  to  the  thunders  of  Euro* 
pcan  tyranny,  was  not,  and  could  not  poffibly  be  maintained  with- 
out great  difliculty.  ,  ^     - 

An  officer  was  raeafuring  out  the  ground  which  had  juft  been 
taken  pofTeflion  of,  when  the  aetachment  that  accompanied  him  was 
unexpedly  attacked,  and  almoft  totally  deftroyed  on  the  25th  ot 
March,  1775.  ^^  ^'^'^^  generally  believed  that  the  unfortunate  perfons 
who  had  juft  been  deprived  of  their  poireflions,  were  the  authors  of 
this  violence,  and  the  troops  put  themfelves  in  motion,  and  it  was 
determined  totally  to  eradicate  and  deftroy  them. 

Fortunately  it  was  determined  in  time  that  the  Caribs  were  inno» 
cent,  that  they  had  taken  or  m^^flacred  feveral  fugitive  flaves  who  had 
been  guilty  of  fuch  cruelties,  and  that  they  had  fworn  not  to  flop  till 
they  had  purged  the  idand  of  thofe  vagabonds,  whofe  enormities 
were  often  imputed  to  them.  In  order  to  confirm  the  favages  in  this 
refolution,  by  allurement  of  rewards,  the  legiflative  body  paffed  a 
bill  to  infure  a  gratuity  of  five  moides,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty 
livres,  to  any  one  who  fliould  tring  the  head  of  a  negro,  who  Ihould 
have  deferted  within  three  months. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1779,  St.  Vincent's  fhared  the  fate  of  many 
other  Britifh  poffeffions  in  the  Wefl-Indies,  being  taken  by  a  fmall 
body  of  French  troops  from  Martinico,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant 
in  the  navy.  The  black  Caribbees,  however,  joined  the  foe,  and 
the  ifland  furrendercd  without  a  flruggle.  The  terms  of  capitulation 
were  eafy,  and  it  vi'as  again  reftored  in  1783  to  Great- Britain;  at 
that  time  it  contained  fixty-one  fugar  eftates,  five  hundred  acres  in 
coffee,  two  hundred  in  cacoa,  four  hundred  in  cotton,  fifty  in' indigo, 
and  five  hundred  in  tobacco,  befides  the  land  appropriated  to  the 
raifing  plantains,  yams,  maize,  &c.  All  the  refl,  except  the  fmall 
fpots  cultivated  by  the  native  Caribbees,  retained  its  nativp  woods,  a^ 
it  docs  at  this  time. 

The  Britjfli  territory  in  this  iiland  is  divided  into  five  pariflies,  of 
which  only  one  was  ever  furniflied  with  a  church,  which  was  blown 
down  in  1780.  Kingfton  is  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  and  the  fe?t  of 
government.  There  are  befides  three  other  inconfiderable  villages, 
wiled  town?,  but  which  confift  each  only  of  a  few  houfcs.  The  gO' 
•'     i  -  .   i.  t-i '  vernment 
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vcrnment  of  St.  Vincent  is  the  fame  as  that  of  Grenada  ;  the  council 
confifts  of  twelve,  and  the  aflfembly  of  feventeen.  The  governor  has 
two  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  ann.  half  of  which  is  paid  by  the 
exchequer  of  Great-Pritain,  and  the  other  half  raifed  within  the 
jfland. 

The  military  force  is  a  regiment  of  infantry,  and  a  company  of  ar- 
tillery, fent  from  England,  and  a  black  corps  raifed  in  the  country, 
but  placed  on  the  Britifli  eftablifliment,  and  provided  for  accordingly : 
there  are  befides  two  regiments  of  militia,  which  ferye  without  pay 
©f  any  kind. 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  laft  return  made  to  go» 
vernment,  was  ons  thoufand  four  hundred  and  iit'ty  whites,  and  eleven 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  blacks.  Haves.* 

We  fhall  clofe  this  account  as  of  the  other  iflands,  with  a  tabic  of 
exports,  &c.  but  it  mud  be  remarked,  t^at  in  this  table  is  (:ompre7 
hended  the  produce  of  feveral  fmall  iflands  dependent  on  the  St.  Vin* 
cent  government.  Thefe  iflands  are  Bequia,  Union,  Canouane, 
Muftique,  Petit  Martinique,  Petit  St.  Vincent,  Maillerai^,  and  Bal-j 
kfcau  ;  the  whole  containing  near  ten  thoufand  acres,  but  the  fou^ 
iall  only  produce  a  little  cotton. 

'■^  Of  thefe  negroe:.  ther<;  are  en  the  dependent  iflands  ^kbout  fixteen  huQdre^* 
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EVIS  lies  about  feven  leagues  north  of  Montferrat,  and  is  fc« 
parated  from  St,  Chriftopher's  by  a  narrow  channel :  it  makes  a 
beautiful  appearance  from  the  fea,  being  a  large  conical  mountain 
covered  with  fine  trees,  of  an  eafy  afcent  on  every  fide,  and  entirely 
cultivated.    The    ircumference  is  about  twenty-one  miles,  with  a 
confiderable  traft  of  level  ground  all  around.  -  The  climate  in  the 
lower  part  is  reckoned  to  be  warmer  than  Barbadoes,  but  it  is  more 
temperate  towards  the  fummit.    The  foil  is  very  fine  in  the  lower 
part,  but  grows  coarfer  as  we  afcend.    The  produ£lions  are  nearly 
the  fame'  with  thofe  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  the  average  quantity 
of  fugar  is  four  thoufand  hoglheads  of  fixteen  hundred  weight  each. 
The  ifland  is  divided  into  five  pariflies,  and  it  has  three  pretty  good 
roads  or  bays,  with  fmall  towns  in  their  vicinity ;  Charlefton,  the 
feat  of  government,  Moreton  bay,  and  Newcaftle.    This  pleafant 
ifland  was  fettled  under  the  aufpices  of  Sir  Thomas  Warner  from 
St.  Chriftopher's,  in  the  year  1628.   His  fucceiTor,  Governor  Lake, 
was  -:onfidered  as  the  Solon  of  this  little  country,  in  which  he  dif- 
pofec  of  every  thing  with  fuch  prudence,  wifdom  and  juftice,  as  pro- 
cured him  an  high  I'eputation  with  the  French  as  well  as  EngliHi. 
In  the  Dutch  war  they  met  with  fome  difturbance  from  the  Frendi, 
but  ^y  being  covereSi  by  an  Englifti  fquadron,  the  enemy  were 
obliged  to  defift  from  their  intended  invafion,  after  a  fmart  engage- 
ment in  light  of  the  ifland.    Sir  William  Stapleton  fometimes  re- 
iided  here,  and  Sir  Nathaniel^Johnfon  conftantly,  at  which  time  the 
inhabitants  of  Nevis  were  computed  at  thirty  thoufand.  In  the  war 
immediately  after  the  revolution  they  exerted  themfelves  gallantly, 
and  had  two  regiments  of  three  hundred  men  each.    In  that  of 
Queen  Anne  they  behaved  equally  well,  though  they  were  lefs  for- 
tunate ;  for  the  French  landing  with  a  fuperior  force,  and  paving  in- 
veigled moft  of  their  flaves,  they  were  forced  tp  capitulate.    About 
four  thoufand  of  thefc  flaves  the  French  carried  away  and  fold  to  the 
Spaniard*,  to  work  in  their  jniocs.    The  parliament,  aft«r  making 
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due  inquiry  into  the  lofles  they  had  fuftained,  voted  them  abouf  a 
third  part  of  the  fum  in  which  they  had  fuftered.  Thcfe  lofles  by 
war,  an  epidemic  difeafe,  and  repeated  hurricanes,  exceedingly  di« 
tniniflied  the  number  of  the  people.  They  now,  according  to  Mr« 
Edwards,  do  not  exceed  fixteen  hundred  whites  and  ten  thoufand 
blacks.  All  the  white  r^en,  not  exempt  by  age  and  other  infirmities, 
are  formed  into  a  militia  for  its  defence,  from  which  there  is  a  troop 
of  fifty  horfe  well  mounted ;  but  they  have  no  troops  on  the  Britilh 
eftablifhment.  The  principal  fortification  is  at  Charlefton,  and  is 
called  Charles  fort,  the  governor  of  which  is  appointed  by  the  crown, 
and  paid  by  the  inhabitants.  There  is  here  a  lieutenant-governor, 
with  a  council  of  members,  and  an  aflembly  compofed  of  three 
members  from  each  of  the  five  pariflies  into  which  the  ifland  is  di- 
vided. The  adminiftering  of  juftice  is  under  a  chief  juftice  and 
two  affiftant  judges.  The  commodities  are  chiefly  cotton  and  fiigar ; 
and  about  twenty  fail  of  fliips  are  annually  employed  in  this  trade. 
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.ONTSERRAT  is  a  very  fmall  but  very  pleafant  ifland,  fo 
called  by  Columbus  from  its  refemblance  to  the  famous  mountain 
near  Barcelona  in  Catalonia,  It  lies  in  weft  longitude  61°  o',  north 
latitude  16"  15',  having  Antigua  to  the  north-eaft,  St.  Chriftopher's 
and  Nevis  to  the  north-weft,  and  Guadaloupe  lying  fouth  fouth- 
eaft  at  the  diftance  of  about  nine  leagues.  In  its  figvire  it  is  nearly 
round,  about  nine  miles  in  extent  every  way,  twenty-feven  in  cir- 
cumference, and  is  fuppufed  to  contain  about  forty  or  fifty  thoufaad 
ac«*.  The  climate  is  warm,  but  lefs  fo  than  in  Antigua,  and  is 
efteemed  very  healthy.  The  foil  is  mountainous,  but  with  pleafant 
valleys,  rich  and  fertile,  between  them ;  the  hills  are  covered  with 
cedars  and  other  fine  trees.  Here  are  all  the  animals  as  well  as  vegeta- 
bles and  fruits,  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  other  iflands,  and  not  at 
all  inferior  to  them  in  quiility.  The  inhabitants  raifed  formefly  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  indigo,  which  was  none  of  the  beft,  but 
which  they  cut  four  times  a  year.  The  prefent  produft  is  cotton, 
rum  and  fugar.  There  is  no  good  harbour,  but  three  tolerable 
roads,  at  Plymouth,  Old  harbour,  and  Ker's  bay,  where  they  fliip 
the  produce  of  the  illand.  Public  affairs  are  adminiftered  here  as  in 
the  other  ifles,  by  a  lieutenant-governor,  a  council  of  fix,  and  an 
aflembly,  compofed  of  no  more  than  eight  members,  two  from  each 
of  the  four  diftrifts  into  which  it  is  divided.  Its  civil  hiftory  con- 
tains nothing  particular  except  its  invafion  by  the  French  in  17 12, 
and  its  capture  by  them  again  in  the  late  war,  at  the  conclufion  of 
which  it  was  reftored  to  Great-Britajn.  The  wonderful  effeds  of 
j  induftry  and  experience,  in  meliorating  the  gifts  of  Nature,  have 
been  no  where  more  confpicuous  than  in  thefe  iflands,  and  particu- 
larly in  this,  by  gradually  improving  their  produce,  more  efpecially 
of  late  years,  fince  the  art  of  planting  has  been  reduced  to  a  regular 
fyftem,  and  almoft  all  the  defefts  of  foil  fo  thoroughly  removed  by 
proper  management  and  manure,  that,  except  from  the  failure  of 
Itafons,  or  the  want  of  hands,  there  is  feldom  any  fear  of  a  crop. 
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As  far  back  as  1770,  there  were  exported  from  this  ifland  to 
Great-Britain  ene  hundred  and  fixty-feven  bags  of' cotton,  leven 
hundred  and  forty  hogflieads  of  rum  ;  to  Ireland  one  hundred  and 
#thirty-three  ditto,  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thiity-cight  hogf. 
heads,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  tierces,  two  hundred  and  two 
barrels  of  fugar ;  the  whole  vakicd  at  eighty-nine  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  leven  pounds :  and  exports  to  North-America  viilued 
at  twelve  thoufnnd  fix  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds.  There  are 
a  f(.'w  Hi'ps  employed  in  trading  to  this  ifland  from  London  and  from 
I3rifiol,  and  the  average  of  its  trade  will  be  feen  in  the  tables  an^ 
nexed.  As  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  moll 
probable  accounts,  they  confift  of  between  twelve  and  fourteen  hun- 
dred whites,  and  about  ten  thoufand  negroes,  though  fome  fay  no: 
{0  many. 
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BARBUDA  AND  ANGUILLA. 


XjARBUDA,  which  belongs  entirely  to  the  Codrington  f:.mily,  and 
the  circumference  of  which  is  fix  orfeven  leatMie^,  hath  dangerous 
coafts.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  even  of  all  the  American  illands. 
The  trees  which  cover  it  are  weak,  and  not  very  high,  bccaufe 
there  are  never  more  than  fix  or  feven  inches  of  earth  upon  a  layer 
of  lime-ftone.  Nature  hath  placed  great  pleiuy  of  turtles  here  ;  ind 
caprice  hath  occafioned  the  fending  thither  of  ('cer  and  feveral  kinds 
of  game  ;  chance  hath  filled  the  woods  with  pintados  and  other  fowls, 
efcaped  from  the  veflels  after  fome  lliipwreck.  Upon  this  foil  are 
fed  oxen,  horfes  and  mules,  for  the  labours  of  the  neighbouring  iet- 
tlcments.  No  other  culture  is  known  there,  excepr  that  of  the  kind 
of  corn  which  is  neceflary  for  the  feeding  of  the  numerous  herds  in 
thofe  feafons  when  the  pafture  fails.  Its  population  is  reduced  to 
three  hundred  aiid  fifty  flaves,  and  to  the  fmall  number  of  free  men 
who  are  appointed  to  overlook  them.  This  private  property  pays 
no  tribute  to  the  nation,  though  it  be  fubje£l  to  the  tribunals  of  An- 
tigua, The  air  here  is  veiy  pure  and  very  wholefome-  Formerly* 
the  fickly  people  of  the  other  Englifli  iflands  went  to  breathe  it,  in 
order  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  their  difeafes,  or  to  recover  their 
ftrength.  This  cuftom  hath  ceafed,  fince  fome  of  them  indulged 
themfelves  in  parties  of  deftru£live  chace. 

Muft  men  then  be  fufFered  to  perifii,  in  order  that  animals  flieuld 
be  preferved  ?  How  is  it  poflible,  that  fo  atrocious  a  cuftom,  which 
draws  down  the  imprecation  of  almoft  all  Europe  upon  the  fove- 
reigns  and  upon  the  lords  of  its  countries,  fhould  be  fufiered,  and 
fliould  even  Ipe  eftablifhed  beyond  the  feas  ?  We  have  aflied  this 
qucftion,  and  we  have  been  anfwered,  that  the  ifiand  belonged  to 
the  Codringtons,  and  that  they  had  a  right  to  difpofe  of  their  pro- 
perty at  their  pleafure.  We  now  alk,  whether  this  right  of  pro- 
perty, which  is  undoubtedly  facred,  hath  not  its  limits  ?  Whether 
this  right,  in  a  variety  of  circumflances,  be  not  facrificed  to  public 
good  ?  Whether  the  man  who  is  in  poflelfion  of  a  fountain  can  refufe 
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water  to  him  who  is  dying  with  thirft  ?  Whether  any  of  the  Cod- 
rington  family  would  partake  of  one  of  thofe  precious  pintados, 
that  had  coft  his  countryman  or  his  fellow-creature  his  life  ?  Whether 
the  man  who  fhould  be  convi6Ved  of  having  fufFered  a  fick  perfon 
to  die  at  his  door,  would  be  fiifticiently  puniflied  by  the  general 
execration  ?  And  whether  he  would  not  deferve  to  be  dragged  before 
the  tribunals  of  juflice  as  an  aflafTin  ? 

Anguilla  is  fevcn  or  eight  leagues  in  length,  and  is  very  unequal 
in  its  breadth,  which  never  exceeds  two  leagues.  Neither  moun. 
tains;  nor  woods,  nor  rivers,  are  found  upon  it,  and  its  foil  is  nothing 
more  than  chalk. 

Some  wandering  Engliflunen  fettled  upon  this  porous  and  friable 
rock  towards  the  year  1650.  After  an  obftinate  labour,  they  at 
length  fucceeded  in  obtaining  from  this  kind  pf  turf  a  little  cotton, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  millet  feed,  and  fome  potatoes.  Six  veins  of 
vegetating  earth,  which  were  in  procefs  of  time  difcovcred,  received 
fugar-canes,  which,  in  the  beft  harveft,  yield  no  more  than  fifty 
thoufand  weight  of  fugar,  and  fometimes  only  five  or  fix  thoufand. 
Whatever  elfe  comes  out  of  the  colony  hath  been  introduced  into  it 
clandeftinely  from  Santa  Cruz,  where  the  inhabitants  of  Anguilla 
have  formed  feveral  plantations. 

In  feafons  of  drought,  which  are  but  too  frequent,  the  ifland  hath 
no  other  refource  but  in  a  lake,  the  fait  of  which  is  fold  to  the  people 
of  New-£ngland ;  and  in  the  fale  of  flieep  and  goats,  which  thrive 
better  in  this  dry  climate,  and  upon  thefe  arid  plains,  than  in  the  reft 
of  America. 

Anguilla  reckons  no  more  than  two  hundred  free  inhabitants,  and 
five  hundred  ilaves :  neverthelefs  it  hath  an  aflembly  of  its  own,  and 
even  a  chief,  who  is  always  chofen  by  the  inhabitants,  and  confirmed 
by  the  governor  of  Antigua.  A  foreigner,  who  fliould  be  fent  to 
govern  this  feeble  fettlement,  would  infallibly  be  driven  away,  by 
men  who  have  preferved  fomething  of  the  independent  manners, 
and  of  the  rather  favage  character  of  their  ancellors. 

The  coaft  of  this  ifland  affords  but  two  harbours,  and  even  in 
thefe  very  fmall  vefTels  only  can  anchor :  they  are  both  defended  by 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  which,  for  half  a  century  paft,  have  been  ea« 
tirely  unfit  for  fervice.  ,  >, 
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BERMUDAS,    or    SOMMER's 
ISLANDS. 


1  HIS  cluftei-  of  iflands  lies  almoft  in  the  form  of  a  fliepheid's 
crook,  in  weft  longitude  65°,  north  latitude  32°  30',  between  two 
and  three  hundred  leagues  diflant  from  the  nearefl  place  of  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  or  of  any  of  the  other  Weft-India  iflands.    The 
whole  number  of  the  Bermudas  iflands  is  faid  to  be  about  four  hun- 
(Ired,  but  very  few  of  them  are  habitable.    The  principal  is  St. 
George's,  which  is  not  above  fixteen  miles  long,  and  three  at  moft 
in  breadth.    It  is  univerfally  agreed,  that  the  nature  of  this  and  the 
other  Bermudas  iflands  has  undergone  a  furprifmg  alteration  for  the 
wori'e,  fince  they  were  firft  difcovcred  ;  the  air  being  much  more  in- 
clement, and  the  foil  much  more  barren  than  formerly :  this  is  af- 
cribed  to  the  cutting  down  thofe  fine  fpreading  cedar  trees  for  which 
the  iflands  were  famous,  and  which  fiieltered  them  from  the  blafts 
of  the  north  wind,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  proteiSled  the  under- 
growth of  the  delicate  plants  and  herbs.    In  iliort,   the  Summer 
iflands  are  now  far  from  being  defirable  fpots ;  and  their  natural 
produdions  are  but  jull  fufHcient  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  chiefly,  for  that  reafon  perhaps,  are  temperate  and  lively  even 
to  a  proverb.    At  firft  tobacco  was  raifed  upon  thefe  iflands,  but 
being  of  a  worfe  quality  than  that  growing  on  the  continent,  the 
trade  is  now  almoft  at  an  end.    Large  quantities  of  ambergris  were 
jlfo  originally  found  upon  the  coafts,  and  afforded  a  valuable  conv 
|nierce;  but  that  trade  is  alfo  reduced,  as  likewife  their  whale  trade, 
though  the  perquifites  upon  the  latter  form  part  of  the  governor's 
revenue,  he  having  ten  pounds  for  every  whale  that  is  caught.    The 
Bermudas  iflands,  however,  might  ftill  produce  fome  valuable  com- 
Imoditics,  were  they  propedy  cultivated.     There  is  here  found, 
[about  three  or  four  feet  below  the  furface,  a  white  chalk  ftone  which 
Vi  eafily  chifelled,  and  is  exported  for  building  gentlemen's  houfes 
jin  the  Weft-Indies.    Their  palmetto  leaves,  if  properly  manufac- 
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tured,  might  turn  to  excellent  account  in  making  u-oincnV  hatj;  a;i'l 
their  oran^ci.  arc  Hit!  valuable.     Their  fi)il  is  alli^  laid  to  be  excellent 
for  the  niitivatiitn  cf  vines,  and  it  has  been  thmight  that  (ilk  and 
cochineal   m'j»ht  be  produced  ;  but  none  of  thcfe  things  have  yet 
bcc n  n.'i  mptcd.     The  ciiict'  refourc;  of  the  inhabitants  for  fuhfiil. 
enre  is  in  the  remains  of  their  cedar-wood,  of  which  thiy  fabricatr 
fmail  Hoops,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  Nev'-lngl.ind  pine,  aiuHdl 
many  of  them  to  the  American  colonies,  where  they  arc  much  ad- 
mired.     Their  turtle-catching  trade  is  alf)  of  i'ervice  ;  and  they  aie 
lUll  able  to  rear  great  variety  of  tame-fowl,  and  have  wild  ones 
abounding  in  valt  plenty.     All  the  attempts  to  eftablilh  a  regular 
whale  fifliery  on  thefe  iflands  have  hitherto  proved  unfuccefsfu! ; 
they  have  no  cattle,  and  even  the  black  hog  breed,  which  was  pro- 
bably left  by  the  Spaniards,  is  greatly  decrcafed.    The  water  on  th! 
iflands,  except  that  which  falls  from  the  clouds,  is  brackilh  ;  and  at 
prefejit  the  fame  difeafes  reign  there  as  in  the  Caribbee  iflands.  They 
have  feldom  any  fnow,  or  even  much  rain  ;  but  when  it  does  fall,  it 
is  generally  with  great  violence,  and  the  north  or  north-eaft  wind 
renders  the  air  very  cold.    The  florms  generally  come  with  the 
new  moon  ;  and  if  there  is  a  halo  or  circle  about  it,  it  is  a  fure  fign 
of  a  tempcft,  which  is  generally  attended  with  dreadful  thunder  and 
lightning.     The  inhabited  parts  of  the  Bermudas  iflands  are  divided 
into  nine  dillrii^s,  called  tribes,     i.  St.  George.    2.  Hamilton.    3. 
Ireland.     4.  Devonfliire.     5.  Pembroke.     6.  Pagets.     y.  Warwick, 
8.  Southampton,    q.  Sandys.    There  are  but  two  places  on  the  large 
ifland  where  a  fliip  can  fafely  come  near  the  fliore,  and  thefe  are  (o 
well  covered  with  high  rocks,  that  few  will  chnfe  to  enter  in  without 
a  pilot ;  and  they  are  fo  well  defended  by  forts,  that  they  iiave  no 
dccafion  to  dread  an  enemy.     St.  George's  town  is  at  the  bottom 
of  the  principal  haven,  and  is  defended  by  nine  forts,  on  which  are 
mounted  feventy  pieces  of  cannon  that  command  the  entrance.  The  j 
town  has  a  handfome  chmxh,  a  fine  library,  and  a  noble  town-houfe,  | 
where  the  governor,  council,  &c.  alTemblc.    The  tribes  of  South- 
ampton and  Devonfliire  have  each  a  parifh  church  and  library,  and  I 
the  former  has  a  harbour  of  the  fame  name ;  there  are  allofcattered] 
houfes  and  hamlets  over  many  of  the  iflands,  where  particular  plan- 
tations  require   them.     The  inhabitants  are  clothed  chiefly  with! 
Britifti  manufa(5ture3,  and  all  their  implements  for  tilling  the  ground | 
and  building  ars  made  in  Britain. 
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It  \i  uncertain  who  were  the  firft  difcovercrs  ot  the  Bermudas 
illands.     John  Bermudas,  a  Spaniard,  is  commonly  laid  to  liavc  dif- 
covtrcd  them  in  1527;  but  this  is  diipiit<  d,  and  th^  diliovcry  at- 
tributed to  Henry  May,  an  Englifliman.     As  the  illaiivls  were  with- 
out the  reach  of  the  Indian  navigation,  the  Uernnidas  were  al)fuiiitcly 
uninhabited  when  firft  difcovtred  by  the  Europeans.     May  above- 
mentioned  was  fliipvvrecked  upon  St.  George '0,  and  with  the  cedar 
which  tliey  felled  there,  alfifted  by  the  wreck  ot  their  own  fliip,  he 
and  his  companions  built  another  which  carried  them  to  Europe, 
where  they  pubiiflied  their  accounts  of  the  iOaiids.     When  Lord 
Delavvar  was  governor  of  Virginia,  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  George 
Siiiiiiucrs,  and  Captain  Newport,  were  appointed  to  be  his  deputy- 
governors  ;  but  their  fliip  being  fcparated  by  a  ftorni  from  the  reft 
of  the  fquadron,  was  in  the  year  i6»9  wrecked  vu  tlie  Bermudas, 
and  the  governors  difagreeing  among  thcmfclves,  [  uilt  e;i  h  of  them 
a  new  fliip  of  the  cedar  they  fonnd  there,  in  wii'ch  they  fcverally 
l.'.iled  t(>  Virginia,     On  their  arrival  there,  the  colony  was  in  iuch 
diihels,    that  Lord  Delawar,    upon  the  repoit  which  iiis  deputy- 
governors  made  him  of  the  plenty  they  found  a'  rhe  Bernnulas,  dif- 
patchcd  Sir  George  Summers  to  bring  provifions  from  theiKe  to  Vir- 
giiiin,    n  the  iame  lliip  which  broughf  him  from  Bermudas,  and 
which  r.ad  not  an  ounce  of  iron  about  it  except  one  bolt  in  the  keel. 
Sir  George,  alter  a  tedious  voyage,  at  laft  reached  the  place  of  his 
defiination,  where,  foon  alter  his  arrival,  he  died,  leaving  his  name 
to  the  iflands,  and  his  orders  to  the  crew  to  return  with  black  hogs 
to  the  colony  of  Virginia.     This  part  of  his  will,    luwever,    the 
failors  did  not  chule  to  execute,  but  fetting  fail  in  their  cedar  fliip 
for  England,  landed  fufcly  at  Whitchurch  in  Dorletfliire. 

Notwithftanding  this  derelidion  of  the  iOand,  however,  it  was  not 
without  Englifli  inhabitants.  Two  failji«,  Carter  and  Waters,  being 
apprehenfive  of  punifliment  for  their  criir.es,  had  I'ecreted  theififelves 
ham.  their  fellows  when  Sir  George  was  wrecked  upon  the  ifland, 
and  had  ever  fince  lived  upon  the  natural  produAions  of  the  foil. 
Upon  the  fecond  arrival  of  Sir  George,  they  enticed  one  Chard  to 
remain  with  them  ;  but  (differing  about  the  fovereignty  of  the  ifland, 
Chard  and  Waters  were  on  the  point  of  cutting  one  another's, 
throats,  when  they  were  prevented  by  the  prudence  of  Carter.  Soon 
after,  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  a  great  piece  of  ambergris 
weighing  about  eighty  pounds,  befides  other  pieces,  which  in  thofe 
days  were  fufficient,  if  prop^ly  difpofed  of,  to  have  made  each  of 
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them  mafter  of  a  large  eftate.    Where  they  were,  this  ambergris 
was  ufelefs,  and  therefore  they  came  to  the  defperate  refolution  of 
carrying  themfelves  and  it  in  an  open  boat  to  Virginia  or  to  New- 
foundland,  where  they  hoped  to  difpofe  of  their  treafure  to  advan- 
tage.    In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  Virginia  company  claimed 
the  property  of  the  Bermudas  iflands,  and  accordingly  fold  it  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  perfons  of  their  own  fociety,  who  obtained  a 
charter  from  King  James  for  pofleffing  it.     This  new  Bermudas 
company,  as  it  was  called,  fitted  out  a  fliip  with  fixty  planters  on 
board  to  fettle  on  the  Bermudas,  under  the  command  of  one  Mr. 
Richard  Moor,  by  profeffion  a  carpenter.    The  new  colony  arrived 
upon  the  ifland  juft  at  the  time  the  three  failors  were  about  to  depart 
with  their  ambergris ;  which  Moor  having  difcovered,  he  imme- 
diately feized  and  difpofed  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  company. 
So  valuable  a  booty  gave  vaft  fpirit  to  the  new  company ;  and  the 
adventurers  fettled  themfelves  upon  St.  George's  ifland,  where  they 
railed  cabins.   As  to  Mr.  Moor,  he  was  indefatigable  in  his  dut)', 
and  carried  on  the  fortifying  and  planting  the  ifland  with  incredible 
diligence ;  for  we  are  told,  that  he  not  only  built  eight  or  nine  forts, 
or  rather  blockhoufes,  but  inured  the  fettlers  to  martial  difcipline. 
Before  the  firfl:  year  of  his  government  was  expired,  Mr.  Moor  re- 
ceived a  fupply  of  provifions  and  planters  from  England,  and  he 
planned  out  the  town  of  St.  George  as  it  now  ftands.    The  fame 
of  this  fettlement  foon  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  appeared  off  St.  George's  with  fome  veflels ;  but  being  fired 
upon  by  the  forts,  they  ftieered  off,  though  the  Englifli  at  that  tiine 
were  fo  ill  provided  for  a  defence,  that  they  had  fcarce  a  Angle  bar- 
rel of  gunpowder  on  the  ifland.    During  Moor's  government,  the 
Bermudas  were  plagued  with  rats,  which  had  been  imported  into 
them  by  the  Englifli  fliips.    This  vermin  multiplied  fo  faft  in  St. 
George's  ifland,  that  they  even  covered  the  ground,  and  had  nefts 
in  the  trees.    They  deftroyed  all  the  fruits  and  corn  within  doors ; 
nay,  they  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  St.  George's  ifland  was 
at  lafl:  unable  to  maintain  them,  and  they  fvvam  over  to  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands,  where  they  made  as  great  havoc.     This  calamity 
lafled  five  years,  though  probably  not  in  the  fame  degree,  and  at 
lafl:  it  ceafed  all  of  a  fudden.  » 

On  the  expiration  of  Moor's  government,  he  was  fucceededby 
Captain  Daniel  Tucker,  who  improved  all  his  predecefl!br's  fchemes 
foi'  the  benefit  of  the  ifland,  and  particularly  encouraged  the  culture 
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of  tobacco.  Being  a  fevere  difciplinarian,  he  held  all  under  him  fo 
rigidly  to  duty,  that  five  of  his  fubjefts  planned  as  bold  an  enterprife 
for  liberty  as  was  perhaps  ever  put  in  extcution.  Their  nnmes  were 
Barker,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  a  gentleman  ;  another  Barker,  a 
joiner  ;  Goodwin,  a  fliip-carpenter ;  I'aet,  a  failor ;  and  Saunders, 
who  planned  the  enterprife.  Their  management  was  as  artful  n» 
their  defign  was  hold.  Undcrftanding  that  the  governor  was  de- 
terred from  taking  the  plealure  of  fifliing  in  an  open  boat,  on  account 
of  the  dangers  attending  it,  they  propoi'ed  to  build  him  one  of  a  par- 
ticular conftruftion,  which  accordingly  they  did  in  a  fecret  part  of  the 
ifland  ;  but  when  the  governor  came  to  view  his  boat,  he  underflood 
that  the  builders  had  put  tofea  in  it.  The  intelligence  was  true  ;  for 
the  adventurers  having  provided  themfelves  with  the  few  necelTaries 
they  wanted,  failed  for  England ;  and  notwithftanding  the  ftorms 
they  encountered,  their  being  plundered  by  a  French  privater,  and 
the  incredible  miferies  they  underwent,  they  landed  in  forty-two  days 
time  at  Corke  in  Ireland,  where  they  were  generoufly  relieved  and 
entertained  by  the  Earl  of  Thomond. 

In  1619,  Captain  Tucker  refigned  his  government  to  Captain 
Butler.  By  this  time  the  high  ch'arader  v\  hich  rhe  Summer  iflands 
bore  in  England,  rendered  it  fafliion.h'^^  foi  nift.  of  the  hi^nell  rank 
to  encourage  their  fettlement  ;  and  ll  eral  of  the  firft  nobility  of 
England  had  purchafed  plantations  among  them.  Captain  Butler 
brought  over  with  him  five  hundred  paflengers,  who  became  planters 
on  the  iflands,  and  raifed  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Sir  George 
Summers.  The  ifland  was  now  fo  populous,  for  it  contained  about 
athoufand  whites,  that  Captain  Butler  applied  himfelf  to  give  it  a 
newcoaftitution  of  government,  by  introducing  an  aflembly,  the  go- 
vernment till  this  time  being  adminifl:ered  only  in  tlie  name  of  the 
governor  and  council.  A  body  of  laws  was  likewife  drawn  up,  as 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England  as  the  fituation  of  the  ifland  would 
admit  of.  One  Mr.  Barnard  fucceeded  Captain  Butler  as  governor, 
but  died  in  fix  weeks  after  his  arrival  on  the  ifland  ;  upon  which  the 
council  made  choice  of  Mr.  Harrifon  to  be  governor  till  a  new  one 
lliould  be  appointed.  No  fewer  than  three  thoufand  Englifli  were 
now  fettled  in  the  Bermudas,  and  feveral  perfons  of  diftinttion  had 
curiofuy  enough  to  vifit  it  from  England.  Among  thefe  was  Mr. 
Waller  the  poet,  a  man  of  fortune,  who  being  embroiled  with  the 
parliament  and  commonwealth  of  England,  fpent  fome  months  in  the 
Summer  iflands,  which  he  has  celebrated  in  one  of  his  poems  as  the 
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moil  delightful  place  in  the  world.  The  dangers  attending  the  nav'u 
gation,  and  the  untovvardly  fituation  of  thefe  iflands,  through  their 
diftance  from  the  American  continent,  feem  to  be  the  reafon  why  the 
Bermudas  did  not  now  become  the  beft  peopled  iflands  belonging  to 
England ;  as  we  are  told  that  at  one  period  they  were  inhabited  by 
no  fewer  than  ten  t^oiifand  whites.  The  inhabitants,  however, 
never  fliowed  any  great  fpirit  for  commerce,  and  thus  they  never 
could  become  rich.  This,  together  with  the  gradual  alteration  of 
the  foil  and  climate,  already  taken  notice  of,  foon  caufed  theni  to 
dwindle  in  their  population ;  and  it  is  computed  that  they  do  not  now 
contain  above  half  the  number  of  inhabitants  they  once  did,  andevea 
thefe  feem  much  more  inclined  to  remove  to  fome  other  place  than 
to  ftay  where  they  are ;  fo  thiit  unlefs  fome  beneficial  branch  of  com' 
rnerce  be  found  out,  or  fome  ufeful  manufafture  eftabliflied,  the  ilats 
of  the  Bermudas  muft  daily  grow  worfe  and  worfe. 

The  following  account  we  have  extracted  from  Mr.  Morfe,  as  he 
profefTes  to  have  given  it  on  the  authority  of  a  gentlenian  who  refided 
many  years  on  the  fpot : 

"  The  parifli  of  St.  George's  is  an  ifland  to  the  eaitvvard  of  the 
main  land,  on  which  flands  the  town  of  St.  George's,  containing  about 
five  hundred  houfes.  Contiguous  to  this  is  the  ifland  of  St.  David's, 
which  fupplies  the  town  with  butter,  milk,  vegetables,  poultry,  and 
frefli  meat.  In  the  bofom  of  the  crook  lie  a  vaft  number  of  fmall 
iflands,  uninhabited.  The  ifland  is  rocky,-  and  the  ground  hilly. 
In  the  main  road  a  fulky  may  pafs ;  and  even  there,  in  many  place?, 
uith  difficulty  ;  but  turn  to  the  right  or  left,  and  it  is  paflable  only 
on  horfeback.  The  air  is  healthy  ;  a,  continual  fpring  prevails : 
cedars,  mantled  in  green,  always  adorn  the  hills:  the  pafture ground 
is  ever  verdant ;  the  gardens  ever  in  bloom.  Moft  of  the  produc- 
tions of  the  Weft-Indies  might  be  here  cultivated.  The  houfes  are 
built  of  a  foft  ftone,  which  is  fawn  like  timber;  when  expofed  to  the 
weather,  and  waflied  with  lime,  it  becomes  hard.  The  houfes  are 
white  as  fnow,  which,  beheld  from  an  eminence,  contrafted  with 
the  greennefs  of  the  cedars  and  pafture  ground,  and  the  multitude 
of  iflands,  full  in  view,  realize  what  the  poets  have  feigned  concern- 
ing the  tlyfian  fields.  The  inhabitants  are  numerous ;  the  whole 
ifland  is  a  continued  village ;  no  lefs,  perhaps,  than  fifteen  or  twenty 
thoufand  are  collected  on  this  fmall  fpot,  of  whom  the  blacks  confti- 
tute  two  thirds.  Happy  for  the  country,  were  the  colour  unknown 
among  them !  ^Thc  JBerraudians  are  chiefly  feafaring  people ;  few  of 
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the  men  are  ever  at  home  ;  three  or  four  hundred  go  annually  to 
Turk's  ifland  to  rake  fait,  whick  is  carried  to  America  for  provi- 
fions,  or  fold  to  fuch  as  may  call  at  Turk's  ifland,  for  ca(h.  However 
induftrious  the  men  are  abroad,  at  home  they  are  indolent ;  much 
given,  particularly  of  late,  to  gambling  and  luxury.  The  women 
are  generally  handfome  and  comely ;  they  love  their  huftands,  their 
children,  and  their  drefs.  Dancing  is  their  favourite  amufcment. 
The  men  muft  be  equipped  in  tafte  when  they  appear  in  company, 
fliould  they  not  have  a  dollar  in  the  pound  to  pay  their  creditors ;  the 
women  muft  array  themfelves  like  the  belles  of  Paris,  fliould  they 
not  have  a  morfel  ofbread^to  preferve  their  blooming  complexion. 
They  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  one  another's  families,  and 
from  their  tea  table,  as  from  their  atniofphere,  arifes  conftant 
gufts  of  fcandal  and  detraftion.  To  ftrangers  they  are  kind,  but 
among  themfelves  are  quarrelfome  :  their  friendly  intcrcourfe  is  too 
much  confined  within  a  narrow  circle,  b«unded  by  coufins  or  fecond 
coulins.  ' 

"  The  common  food  of  the  Bermudians  is  coffee,  fifli  of  different 
kinds,  a  fweet  potatoe,  Indian  corn,  and  American  flour.  Their 
water  is  rain  preferved  in  cifterns ;  the  general  drink  is  grog.  Fifli- 
ing  is  the  favourite  amufement  of  the  men.  The  government  is  con- 
duced under  a  governor  named  by  the  crown  of  England,  a  council, 
and  general  aflfembly.  The  ;eftabliflied  religion  is  Epifcopacy. 
There  are  nine  churches  ;  three  clergymen  have  the  charge  of  thefe 
nine :  there  is  one  Preft)yterian  church.  A  regard  for  religion  is 
not  the  charafteriftic  of  the  Bermudians ;  they  feldom  go  to  church, 
except  it  be  to  attend  a  funeral,  or  to  get  their  children  baptized,  or 
to  hear  a  ftranger." 

We  fliall  clofe  this  account  of  the  Bermudas  with  the  following 
extraft  from  the  report  of  the  privy  council  on  the  flave  trade  j 

"  Nothing  can  better  fliew  the  ftate  o*"  flavery  in  Bermudas  than  the 
behaviour  of  the  blacks  in  the  late  war.  There  were  at  one  time  be- 
tween fffteen  and  twenty  privateers  fitted  out  from  hence,  which  were 
partly  manned  by  negro  flaves,  who  behaved  both  as  failors  and  ma- 
rines irreproachably ;  and  whenever  they  were  captured,  always  re- 
turned, if  it  was  in  their  power.  There  were  feveral  in  fiances 
wherein  they  had  been  condemned  with  the  veffel  and  fold,  and  af- 
terwards found  means  to  efcape  ;  and  through  many  difficulties  and 
hardfliips  returned  to  their  mailers  fervice.    In  the  fliip  Regulator, 
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a  privateer,  there  were  feventy  flaves.  She  was  taken  and  carried 
into  Bofton ;  fixty  of  them  returned  in  a  flag  of  truce  dircftly  to 
Bermudas ;  nine  others  returned  by  the  way  of  New- York ;  one  only 
was  miffing,  who  died  in  the  cruize,  or  in  captivity." 

LUCAY's,  OR  BAHAMA  ISLANDS. 

The  Bahamas  are  fituated  between  az"  and  27°  degrees  north  la« 
titud»,  and  73°  and  81'  degrees  weft  longitude.  They  extend  along 
thecoaft  of  Florida  quite  down  to  Cuba,  and  are  faid  to  be  five  hun- 
dred in  number,  fome  of  them  only  rocks,  but  twelve  of  them  are 
large  and  fertile ;  uU  are,  however,  uninhabited,  except  Provi. 
dencc,  which  is  two  hundred  miles  eaft  of  the  Floridas ;  though 
fome  others  arc  larger  and  more  fertile,  and  on  which  the  Englifh 
have  plantations. 

Thefe  iflands  were  the  firft  fruits  of  Columbus's  difcoveries ;  but 
they  were  not  known  to  the  Englifli  till  1667.  The  ifle  of  Provi- 
dence became  an  harbour  for  the  buccaneers,  or  pirates,  who  for  a 
long  time  infefted  the  American  navigation.  This  obliged  the  go- 
vernment, in  1 7 18,  to  fend  "out  Captain  Woodes  Rogers  with  a  fleet 
to  diflodge  the  pirates,  and  for  making  a  fettlement.  This  the  cap- 
tain efFefted ;  a  fort  was  erefted,  and  an  independent  company  wa* 
ftationed  in  the  ifland.  Ever  fince  this  laft  fettlement,  thefe  iflands 
have  been  improving,  though  they  advance  but  flowly.  In  time  of 
war  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  others,  gain  by  the  prizes  condemnell 
there,  and  at  all  times  by  the  wrecks  which  are  frequent  in  this  laby- 
rinth of  rocks  and  fhelves.  The  Spaniards  and  Americans  captured 
thefe  iflands  during  the  laft  war,  but  they  were  retaken  on  the  7th 
of  April,  1783. 


BESIDES  the  above  enumerated,  Great-Britain  pofTeflTes  part  of  a 
clufter  of  iflands  called  the  Virgin  iflands,  of  which  there  is  but  little 
authentic  intelligence  extant.  Mr.  Edwards  obferves  refpefting 
them,  that  if  his  inquiries  were  not  neglefted,  his  expeftation^  were 
notanfwered.  They  were  difcoveied  and  named  by  Columbus,  but 
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the  Spaniards  of  thofe  days  deemed  them  unworthy  of  their  attcn- 

tention.    They  are  about  forty  in  number,   whereof  the  Engllfli 

hold  Tortola,    Virgin  Gorda,  or  Penifton,  Jofvan  Dykes,   Guana 

ifle,   Beef  and  Thatch  iflands,    Anegada,   Nechar,    Prickly  Pear, 

Camana's,  Ginger,  Cooper's,  Salt,    and  Peter's  ifland,  with  fome 

other  of  no  value.      Tortola  is  the  principal,    it  was  originally 

peopled  by  Dutch   buccaneers,  who  were  afterwards  driven  from 

thence  by  a  party  of  Engliflimen  of  the  fame  defcription.     The  chief 

merit  of  its  improvement  refts  with  a  party  of  Englifli  fettlers  from 

Anguilla,  who  about  the  year  1690,  embarked  from  thence  and  took 

up  thf  ir  refulence  in  thefe  iflands ;  here  they  formed  themfelves  into 

a  fociety,  their  wants  were  few  and  their  government  fimple  and 

uiiexpenfive  ;  a  council  chofen  from  among  themfelves,  with  a  pre- 

lident,  exercifed  both  nlegiflative  and  judicial  authority,  determining 

all  tjueftions  and  appeals,  without  expenfe  to  either  party.     Taxes 

there  were  none,  when  money  was  wanting  it  was  raifed  by  voluntary 

contribution.     Lured  by  the  profpeAs  of  European  intercourfe,  they, 

however,  purchafed  in  1773^  the  privilege  cf  being  the  subjects 

of  the  king  o/Greai-Briiain,  at  the  price  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

on  all  their  produce,  and  four  hundred  pounds  currency  per  annum 

toward  the  falary  of  the  governor-general  of  the  Leeward  iflands. 

Thus  does  man,  unacquainted  with  his  native  rights  and  privileges, 

under  the  power  of  prejudice,  parchale  of  his  fellow  creature  the 

right  to  enjoy  what  God  and  Nature  had  made  his  own.     Pofterity, 

however,  better  acquainted  with  the  rights  of  man,  will  perhaps  not 

only  difpute  the  validity  of  afts  of  this  kind,   but  cancel  contra(Sls 

which  their  forefathers  had  no  right  to  make. 

The  number  i»f  inhabitants  on  thefe  iflands  at  the  period  above  re- 
ferred to,  was  about  fifteen  hundred  whites,  and  feven  thoufand 
blacks.  It  is  fuppofed  the  white  inhabitants  do  not  exceed  one 
tlioufand,  while  the  blacks  are  at  leaft  ten  thoufand.  In  1787, 
there  was  exported  from  thefe  iflands,  in  forty  fliips  of  fix  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fixteen  tons,  feventy-nine  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  three,  hundred  weight  of  fugar ;  twenty-one  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  feventeen  gallons  of  rum  ;  two  thoufand  and  eleven  gallons 
of  molafles ;  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thoufand  and  feventy-four 
pounds  of  cotton  ;  dying  goods  to  the  value  of  fix  thoufand  fix  hun< 
dred  and  fifty-one  pounds  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  and  other 
k'tfcelUneous  articks  to  the  yaIuc  of  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
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forty  pounds  eighteen  fliillings  and  five-pence.    But  thefc,  like  raoft 
of  the  other  iflands,  are  on  the  decline. 

With  the  following  tables,  which  we  conceive  will  afford  a  com- 
prehenfive  view  of  the  Weft- India  trade,  we  (hall  clofe  our  account 
of  the  Britifli  iflands. 
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CUBA. 
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\->iUBA  ii  A  large  and  very  valuable  ifland,  and  by  far  the  moft 
important  of  all  the  Spanifli  Weft-Indies.  On  the  caft  fide  it  begins 
at  20°  21'  north  latitude,  touches  the  tropic  of  Cancer  on  the  north, 
and  extends  from  74*  to  85°  15'  weft  longitude.  It  lies  fixty  miles 
tothe  weft  of  Hifpaniola,  twenty-five  leagues  north  of  Jamaica,  one 
hundred  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Jucatan,  and  as  many  to  the  fouth  of 
cape  Florida,  and  commands  the  entrance  of  the  gulphs  both  of 
Mexico  and  Florida,  as  alfo  the  windward  paiTages.  By  this  situation 
it  may  be  called  the  key  of  the  Weft-Indies.  It  was  difcovered  by 
Columbus  in  1492,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Ferdinando,  in  honour 
of  king  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  but  it  quickly  after  recovered  its  ancient 
name  of  Cuba.  The  natives  did  not  regard  Columbus  with  a  very 
favourable  eye  at  his  landing,  and  the  weather  prQving  very  tempef- 
tuous,  he  foon  left  this  ifland,  and  faKcd  to  Hayta,  now  called  Hif- 
paniola, where  he  was  better  received.  The  Spaniards,  however, 
foon  became  mafters  of  it.  By  the  yean  51 1»  it  was  totally  con- 
quered, and  in  that  time  they  had  deftroyed,  according  to  their  own 
accounts,  ieveral  millions  of  people.  But  the  polTeffion  of  Cuba 
was  far  from  anfwevjng  the  expeftations  of  the  Spanifh  adventurers, 
whofe  avarice  could  be  fatiated  with  nothing  but  gold.  Thefe  mon- 
gers finding  that  there  was  gold  upon  the  ifland,  concluded  that  it 
umftcome  from  mines,  and  therefore  tortured  the  few  inhabitant* 
h'ley  had  left,  ip  order  to  extort  from  them  a  difcovery  of  the  places 
I  where  thefe  mines  lay.  The  miferies  endufcd  by  thefe  poor  crea- 
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tures  were  fuch,  that  they  almoft  iinanimoiifly  rcfolvcd  to  put  ao 
end  to  their  own  lives,  but  were  prevented  by  one  of  the  Spanifli  ty. 
rants  called  Vafco  Porcellos.  This  wretch  threatened  to  hang  him- 
felf  along  with  them,  that  he  might  have  the  pleafure,  as  he  laid,  of 
tormenting  them  in  the  next  world  worfe  than  he  had  done  in  this  ; 
and  fo  mnch  were  they  afraid  of  the  Spaniards,  that  this  threat  di- 
verted thefe  poor  favages  from  their  dcfpcrate  refolution.  In  1 511, 
the  town  of  Havannah  was  built,  now  the  principal  place  on  the 
ifland.  The  houfes  were  at  firft  built  only  of  wood,  and  the  town  itfclf 
was  for  a  long  time  fo  inconfiderablc,  that  in  1536  it  was  taken  by  a 
French  pirate,  who  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  pay  feven  hundred, 
ducats  to  fave  it  from  being  burnt.  The  very  day  after  the  pirate's 
departure,  three  Spanifli  ftiips  arrived  from  Mexico,  and  having  un- 
loaded their  cargoes,  failed  in  purfuit  of  the  pirate  fliip.  But  fuch 
was  the  cowardice  of  the  officers,  that  the  pirate  took  all  the  three 
fliips,  and  returning  to  the  Havannah,  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  pay 
feven  hundred  ducats  more.  To  prevent,  misfortunes  of  this  kind, 
the  inhabitants  built  their  houfes  of  ilone,  and  the  place  has  fince 
been  flrongly  fortified. 

According  to  Abbe  Raynal,  the  Spanifli  fettlemcnt  at  Cuba  is  very 
important,  on  three  accounts :  i .  The  produce  of  the  countrj',  which 
is  confiderable.  2.  As  being  the  ftaple  of  a  great  trade;  and,  3.  As 
being  the  key  to  the  Weft-Indies.  The  principal  produce  of  this 
ifland  is  cotton  ;  the  commodity,  however,  through  negle£l,  is  now 
become  fo  fcarce,  that  fometimes  feveral  years  pafs  without  any  of  it 
being  brought  into  Europe.  In  the  place  of  cotton,  coffee  has  been 
cultivated,  but  by  a  (imilar  negligence,  that  is  produced  in  no  great 
gjiantity^  the  whole  produced  not  exceeding  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thoufand  weight,  one-third  of  which  is  exported  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
the  reft  to  Madrid.  The  cultivation  of  coffee  naturally  leads  to  that 
of  fugar  ;  and  this,  which  is  the  moft  valuable  production  of  Ame- 
rica, would  of  itfelf  be  fufficient  to  give  Cuba  that  ftate  of  profperity 
for  which  it  feems  deftgned  by  nature.  Although  the  furface  of  the 
ifland  is  in  general  uneven  and  mountainous,  yet  it  has  plains  fufiici- 
ently  extenfive,  and  well  enough  watered,  to  fupply  the  confump- 
tion  of  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  with  fugar.  The  incredible  ferti- 
lity of  its  new  lands,  if  properly  managed,  would  enable  it  to  furpafs 
every  other  nation,  however  they  may  have  now  got  the  ftart  of  it ; 
yet  fuel*  is  the  indolence  of  the  Spaniards,  that  to  this  day  they  have 
but  few  plantations,  where  with  the  fineft  canes,  they  make  but  a 
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finall  quantity  of  coarfc  fugar  at  a  great  expenfc.  This  fcrvcs  parti/ 
for  the  Mexican  market,  and  partly  for  the  mother  country,  while 
the  indolent  inhabitants  are  content  to  in)port  fugar  for  themfelvcs  at 
the  expenfe  of  near  two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  annu- 
ally- It  has  been  expected,  with  probability,  that  the  tobacco  im- 
ported from  Cuba  would  compenlhte  this  lofs,  for  after  furnifliing 
Mexico  and  Peru,  there  was  fufficiqnt,  with  the  little  brought  from 
Carncca  and  Buenos  Ayres,  to  fupply  all  Spain.  But  this  trade,  too, 
has  declined  through  the  negligence  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  in  not 
gratifying  the  general  taflc  for  tobacco  from  the  Havannah.  The 
Spanidi  colonies  have  an  univerfal  trade  in  ikins,  and  Cuba  fupplies 
annually  about  ten  or  twelve  thoufand.  The  number  might  eafily 
beincreafed  in  a  country  abounding  with  wild  cattle,  where  fome 
gentlemen  poflefs  large  trafts  of  ground,  that  for  want  of  popula- 
tion can  fcarce  be  applied  to  any  other  purpofe  than  that  of  breeding 
cattle.  The  hundredth  part  of  this  illand  is  not  yet  cleared  ;  the 
true  plantations  are  all  confined  to  the  beautiful  plains  of  the  Havan- 
nah, and  even  thofe  are  not  what  they  might  be  ;  all  thele  planta- 
tions together  may  employ  about  twenty-five  thoufand  male  and  female 
llnves.  The  number  of  whites,  meftfces,  mulattocs,  and  free  ne- 
groes upon  the  whole  ifland,  amounts  to  about  thirty  thoufand.  The 
food  of  thcfe  different  fpecies  conllfts  of  excellent  pork,  very  bad 
beef,  and  cafl'ava  bread.  The  colony  would  be  more  flourifhing  if 
its  produiftions  had  not  been  made  the  property  of  a  company,  vvhofe 
exdufue  privilege  operates  as  a  conflant  and  invariable  principle  of 
difcouragement.  If  any  thing  could  fupply  the  want  of  an  open 
trade,  and  atone  for  the  grievances  occafioned  by  this  monopoly  at 
Cuba,  it  would  be  the  advantage  which  this  ifland  has  for  fuch  » 
long  time  enjoyed,  in  being  the  rendezvous  of  almoft  all  the  Spa^illi 
vcllcis  that  fail  to  the  new  world  j  this  practice  commenced  almoft 
with  the  colony  itfelf.  Ponce  de  Leon  having  made  an  attempt  upon 
Florida  in  1 5 1 2,  became  acquainted  with  the  new  canal  of  Bahama  j 
it  was  immediately  difcovered  that  this  was  the  beft  route  the  Ihipi 
bound  from  Mexico  to  Europe  could  poffibly  take,  and  to  thii  the 
wealth  of  the  ifland  is  principally,  if  not  altogether,  owing. 

HISPANIOLA,  oa  St.  DOMINGO.        . 

Hifpaniola,  called  alfo  St.  Domingo,  is  the  largeft  of  the  Carib- 
bee  iflands,  extending  about  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from 
cad  to  wed,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  btreadth  fix>m  north  to 
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fouth,  lying  between  17°  37' and  ao"  of  north  latitude,  and  between 
6j°  35'  and  74"  15'  weft  longitude.  The  climate  ia  hot,  but  not 
reckoned  unwholcibme,  and  i'ome  of  the  inhabitiints  arefaid  tu  arrivt 
at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  twenty.  It  is  foiuctuncs  refrcflicil  by 
breezes  and  rains,  and  its  falubrity  is  likewife  in  a  great  mcnfure 
owing  to  the  beautiful  variety  of  hills  and  valleys,  woods  and  riven, 
which  every  where  prcfcut  tlienifclvcs.  It  is  indeed  rcikoncd  by  far 
the  fineft  and  mod  pleaiant  iilaiid  of  the  Antilles,  as  Ixiing  the  bell 
accommodated  to  all  the  purpofesof  life  when  duly  cultivated. 

This  ifland,  famous  for  bfiiig  the  cnrlicll  fcttlcuicnt  of  the  Spfl. 
niards  in  the  new  world,  was  at  fn  ft  in  hijih  tflimation  for  the  quan- 
tity of  gold  it  fupplied  ;  thib  wealth  diminidicd  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  whom  they  obliged  10  dig  it  out  of  the  bowels  of  tliu 
earth ;  and  the  fource  of  it  was  entirely  dried  up,  wheu  liicy  were 
exterminated,  which  was  quickly  done,  by  a  fcries  of  the  inoli 
fliocking  barbarities  that  ever  diigraced  the  hiftory  of  any  nation. 
Benzoni  relates,  that  of  two  millions  of  inhabitants  contained  in  the 
illand  when  difcovered  by  Columbus  in  1492,  fcarcc  one  luuulred 
and  fifty-three  were  alive  in  1545.  A  vehement  dciire  ot  ojM-ning 
again  this  fource  of  wealth,  inl'pircd  the  thought  of  getting  (lavci 
from  Africa  ;  but,  befules  that  thefcwcro  found  unfit  for  the  labours 
they  were  deflined  to,  the  multitude  of  mines  which  then  began  to  be 
yrrought  on  the  continent,  made  thofe  of  Hilpaniola  no  lon^jcr  of 
any  importance.  An  idea  now  fuggefted  iifelf,  that  their  ncj^rocs 
which  were  healthy,  ftrong,  and  patient,  might  be  ufefuUy  employed 
iu  hufbandry  j  and  they  adopted,  tiiroiigh  neceiFity,  a  wife  refolu- 
tion,  which,  had  they  known  their  own  intereft,  they  would  have 
f  mbraced  by  choice. 

The  produce  of  their  induftry  was  at  firft  extremely  fmall,  becaiife 
fhe  labourers  were  few.  Charles  V.  who,  like  moil  fovcreign?,  pre- 
wired his  favourites  to  every  thing,  had  granted  an  cxclufive  right  of 
the  flave  trade  to  a  Flemifli  nobleman,  who  made  over  his  privilege 
te  the  Oenoefe,  who  conduced  this  infamous  conuuerce  as  all  mono- 
polios  are  conducted ;  they  refolved  to  fell  dear,  and  they  fold  but 
few.  When  time  and  competition  had  fixed  the  natural  and  necelTary 
price  of  flaves,  the  number  of  them  increafed.  It  may  eafily  be 
imagined  that  the  Spaniards,  who  had  been  accuilomed  to  treat  the 
Indians  a$  beaft^i  did  not  entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  thefe  negro 
Africans,  when)  they  fabAituted  in  their  place.  Degraded  ftiJi  far* 
ttoer  in  their  tyti  by  the  price  tbey  bad  paid  for  them,  they  aggra- 
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vitcd  the  weight  of  their  fervittide,  it  became  iiUi>l.. ruble,  and  thcfe 
wretched  Haves  mad**  ni  effort  to  recover  the  I'lnlieiia'  le  rij^hts  of 
mankind;  their  attempt  proved  \inriK(.ei,>.luM  but  they  rcajHjd  this 
benefit  from  their  defpair,  that  they  were  lUterwards  treated  with 
Ici)  inhumanity. 

This  moderation,  it*  tyranny  cramped  by  the  apprelx^niion  of  re« 
voli  can  defcrve  that  name,  was  attended  w'th  l">mc  good  ronle- 
iiuences.  Cultivation  was  piulucd  with  {ome  dcj^ee  of  fuccefs, 
Soon  after  the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  Spau\  drew  iinniiallyfrom 
this  colony  ten  millious  weight  of  lugar,  a  larj'.c  quantity  of  wood  for 
dying,  tobacco,  cacoa,  callia,  fjinger,  cotton,  and  pcltiy  in  abun- 
dance. One  might  imaj^inc  that  luch  favourable  beginnings  would 
yve  both  the  dcfirc  and  the  means  cf  carrying  them  farther  1 
but  a  train  of  events  more  fatal  each  thati  tiie  other,  ruined  thcie 
hopes. 

The  lifft  misfortune  arofe  from  the  depopulation  of  the  ifland  j  -tho 
Spanifh  conquells  on  the  continent  fliould  naturally  have  contributed 
to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  an  illand,  which  niiture  fcemed  to  have 
foiiiicd  to  be  th«  center  of  that  vaft  dominion  ariiing  around  it,  to  L« 
the  Ifajile  of  the  different  colonies.  But  it  fell  out  quite  otherwife ; 
0:1  a  view  of  the  inuuenft;  fortunes  raifing  in  Mexico,  and  other 
parts,  the  richeft  inhabitants  of  Hifpaniola  began  to  cieipife  tlieir  fet- 
titments,  and  quitted  the  true  iource  of  riches,  which  is  oa  the  fur-» 
lice  of  the  earth,  to  go  and  raafack  the  bowels  of  it  lor  veins  of  gold, 
which  are  quickly  cxhaufled.  The  government  endeavoured  in  vain 
to  put  a  flop  to  this  emigration  ;  the  laws  were  always  either  artfully 
eluded,  or  openly  violated. 

The  weaknefs,  which  was  a  necelTary  confecjuencc  of  fuch  a  con* 
Jiicf,  leaving  the  coafts  without  defence,  encouraged  rlie  enemies  of 
Spain  to  ravage  them.  Even  the  capital  of  this  illand  was  taken  and 
pillaged  by  that  celebrated  Englifli  failor.  Sir  Francis  Drake.  Th« 
miilers  of  lefs  confequence  contented  themfelves  with  i'ltercepting , 
veil'els  in  their  paiTage  through  thofe  latitudes,  the  bell  known  at 
that  time  of  any  in  the  new  w^rld.  To  complete  thcfe  misfortunes, 
the  Caftilians  themfelves  commenced  pirates ;  they  attacked  no  fliipi 
but  thofe  of  their  own  nation,  which  were  more  rich,  wori'e  provU 
(led,  and  worfe  defended  than  any  others.  The  cuftom  they  had  of 
iiiiog  out  fliips  ciandeftinely,  in  order  to  proeure  flaves,  prevented 
Itlitm  from  being  known,  and  the  aififlance  they  purchaiiKl  from 
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the  fliips  of  war,  commiflloned  to  protcft  the  trade,  infured  to  them 
impunity. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  was  its  only  rcfoiirce  in  this  dif. 
trefs,  and  that  was  illicit;  but  as  it  continued  to  be  carried  on,  not- 
withftanding  the  vigilance  of  the  governors,  or,  perhaps,  by  their 
connivance,  the  policy  of  an  exafperated  and  fhort-fighted  court 
exerted  itfelf  in  dcmolifliing  moft  of  the  fca  ports,  and  driving  the 
miferable  inhabitants  into  the  inland  country.  This  aft  of  violence 
threw  them  into  a  ftateof  dejeftion,  which  the  inciirfions  and  fet* 
tlcment  of  the  French  on  the  ifland  afterwards  carried  to  the  utinoft 
pitch.  The  latter,  after  having  made  fonie  unfiiccefsful  attempts  to 
fettle  on  the  illand,  hnd  par*:  of  it  yielded  to  them  in  1697,  and  now 
enjoy  by  far  the  beft  (hare. 

Spain,  totally  taken  up  with  that  vaft  empire  which  flie  had  formed 
on  the  continent,  ufed  no  pains  to  dilTipatc  this  lethargy ;  (lie  even 
refilled  to  liften  to  the  felicitations  of  her  Fleinifti  fu!.je<Ss,  who 
earneftly  prefled  that  they  might  have  permillion  to  clear  thofe  fertile 
lands.  Rather  than  run  the  ri(k  of  feeing  them  carry  on  a  contra- 
band trade  on  the  coafts,  flic  chofe  to  bury  in  oblivion  a  I'ettlement 
which  had  been  of  confequence,  and  was  likely  to  become  fo  again. 

This  colony,  which  had  no  longer  any  intercourfe  with  Spain  but 
by  a  fingle  (hip,  of  no  great  burden,  that  arrived  from  thence  ever)' 
third  year,  confifted,  in  1 7 1 7,  of  eighteen  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  ten  inhabitants,  including  Spaniards,  mcftees,  negroes  or  mii- 
lattoes.  The  complexion  and  character  of  thefe  people  differed  ac- 
cording to  the  different  proportions  of  American,  European  and 
African  blood  they  had  received  from  that  natural  and  tranfient  union 
which  reftores  all  races  and  conditions  to  the  fame  level.  Tbcie 
demi-favages,  plunged  in  the  extreme  of  floth,  lived  upon  fruits 
and  roots,  dwelt  in  cottages  without  furniture,  and  molt  of  them 
without  clothes.  The  few  among  them,  in  whom  indolence  had  not 
totally  fupprefled  the  fenfe  of  decency  and  talle  for  the  cop.veniencies 
of  life,  purchafed  clothes  of  their  neighbours  the  French  in  return 
for  their  cattle,  and  the  money  fent  to  them  for  the  maintenance  ot 
two  hundred  foldiers,  the  priefts  and  the  government.  It  doth  n;)t 
appear  that  the  company,  formed  at  Barcelona  in  1757,  with  ex- 
cludve  privileges  for  the  re-cftablifliment  of  St.  Domingo,  hath  as 
yet  made  any  confiderable  progrefs.  They  fend  out  only  two  fmaJ 
veflels  annually,  which  are  freighted  back  with  fix  thoufand  hides, 

and  fome  other  commodities  of  little  value. 
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Domingo,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  is  feated  in  that  part  belonging 
to  the  Spaniards  on  the  fouth  (ide  of  the  ifland,  and  has  a  commoo 
dious  harbour.  The  town  is  built  in  the  Spanifli  manner,  with  a 
great  fquare  in  the  middle  of  it,  about  which  are  the  cathedral  and 
other  public  buildings.  From  this  fq'inre  run  the  principal  ftreets  in 
adire(^  line,  they  being  crofled  by  Oi  ers  at  right  angles,  fo  that  the 
form  of  the  town  is  almoft  fcjuare.  The  countiy  on  the  iiorth  and 
caft  fide  is  pleafant  and  fruitful ;  and  there  is  a  large  navigable  river 
on  the  welt,  with  the  ocean  on  the  fouth.  It  is  the  fee  of  an  arch- 
bifliop,  an  ancient  royal  audience,  and  the  feat  of  the  governor.  It 
has  feveral  fine  churches  and  monafteries,  and  is  fo  well  fortified; 
that  a  fleet  and  army  fent  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  1654,  could  not 
take  it.  The  inhabitants  are  Spaniards,  negroes,  mulattoes,  meftees, 
and  Albatraces,  of  whom  about  a  fixth  part  may  be  Spaniards.  It 
bad  formerly  about  two  thoufand  houfes,  but  it  is  much  declined  of 
late  vears.  The  river  on  which  it  is  leated  is  called  Ozama.  Weft 
longitude  69°  30',  north  latitude  18°  45'. 

PORTO    RICO. 

This  ifland  is  fituated  between  64°  and  67°  weft  longitude,  and 
18"  north  latitude,  lying  between  Hifpaniola  and  St.  Chriftophcr's. 
It  is  one  hundred  miles  in  length  and  forty  in  breadth. 

Although  this  ifland  had  been  difcovered  and  vifited  by  Colum- 
biis  in  1493,  the  Spaniards  neglefted  it  till  1509,  when  the  thirft  of 
gold  brought  them  thither  from  St.  Domingo,  under  the  command 
of  Ponce  de  Leon,  to  make  a  conqueft,  which  afterwards  coft  them 
dear. 

Porto  Rico  hath  thirty-fix  leagues  in  length,  eighteen  in  breadth, 
and  one  hundred  in  circumference.  We  may  venture  to  afKrm,  that 
it  is  one  of  the  beft,  if  not  entirely  the  bef^,  of  the  iflands  of  the 
new  world,  in  proportion  to  its  extent.  The  air  is  wholefome,  and 
tolerably  temperate,  and  it  is  watered  by  the  pure  ftreams  of  a  con- 
jfiderablc  number  of  fmall  rivulets.  Its  mountains  are  covered  with 
either  ufeful  or  va'uable  trees,  and  its  vallies  have  a  degree  of  fer- 
hility  feldom  to  be  met  with  elfewhere.  All  the  produ<5tions  peculiar 
:o  America  thrive  upon  this  deep  foil.  A  fafe  port,  commodious 
parbours,  and  coafts  of  cafy  accels,  are  added  to  thefe  feveral  ad- 
Ivaiitngt^f. 

Oil  this  territory,  deprived  of  its  favage  inhabitants  by  ferocious 
|«eds,  the  memory  of  which  more  than  three  centuries  have  not 
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been  nble  to  obliterate,  was  fucceflively  formed  a  population  of  fortv. 
fcftir  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three  men,  either  white  or  of 
a  mixed  race :  moft  of  them  were  naked :  their  habitations  were  no* 
thing  more  than  huts.  Nature,  with  little  or  no  affiftance,  fupplied 
them  with  fubfiftence.  The  linens,  and  fomc  other  things  of  little 
value,  which  they  clandeftinely  obtained  from  the  neighbouring  or 
from  foreign  iflands,  were  paid  for  by  the  colony  with  tobacco,  cattle 
and  with  the  money  which  was  fent  by  government  for  the  fnpport 
of  the  civil,  religious  and  military  eftablifliment.  They  received 
from  Spain  annually  only  one  fmall  veflel,  the  cargo  of  which  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  ten  thoufand  crowns,  and  which  returned 
to  Europe  laden  with  hides. 

Such  was  Porto  Rico,  when,  in  1765,  the  court  of  Madrid  car- 
ried their  attention  to  St.  John,  an  excellent  harbour,  even  for  the 
royal  navy,  and  which  only  wants  a  little  more  extent.  The  town 
which  commands  it  wis  furrounded  with  fortifications.  The  works 
were  made  particularly  ilrong  towards  a  narrow  and  marfliy  neck  of 
land,  the  only  place  by  which  the  town  can  be  attacked  on  the  land 
fide.  Two  battalions  and  one  company  of  artillery  crolled  the  fea  for 
its  defence. 

At  this  period,  a  poflelfion  which  had  annually  received  from  the 
treafury  no  more  than  three  hundred  and  feventy-eight  thoufand 
livres,  coft  them  two  millions  fix  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  thirty-three  livres,  which  fum  was  regularly  brought 
from  Mexico.  This  increafe  of  f])ecie  Simulated  the  colonift«  to  urf« 
dertake  fomc  labours :  at  the  fame  time  the  ifland,  which  till  then 
had  been  tinder  the  yoke  of  monopoly,  was  allowed  to  receive  all 
Spanifli  navigators.  Thefe  two  ciiciimftanccs  united,  imparted 
fome  degree  of  animation  to  a  fettleraent,  the  languilhing  ftate  (rf 
which  aftonillied  all  nations.  Its  tithes,  which  before  1765  did  not 
yield  more  than  eighty-one  thoufand  livres,  have  increafed  to  two 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighteen  livres. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  1778,  the  population  of  Porto  Rico 
amounted  to  fourfcore  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  finty  inhabitants, 
of  which  number  only  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  were 
(laves.  The  inhabitants  reckoned  feventy-feven  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four  head  of  horned  cattle,  twenty-rhree  thou 
fapd  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  horfes,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifteen| 
mules,  and  forty-nine  thoufand  fifty-elght  head  of  fmall  cattle. 
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The  plantantions,  the  number  of  which  were  five  thoufand  fix. 
Iiiiiidied  and  eighty-one,  produced  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
tliirtv-feven  quintals  of  Aigar  ;  eleven  hundred  and  fourteen  quintals 
of  cotton  ;  eleven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-three  quintals  of 
cofiee;  nineteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-fix  quintals  of  rice; 
liiietn  thoulhnd  two  hundred  aiul  fixtcen  quintals  of  maize  ;  feven 
ihoufami  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  quintals  of  tobacco  j  and  nine 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  quintals  of  molafles. 

The  cattle  in  the  feveral  pafture  grounds,  which  were  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  in  number,  produced  annually  eleven  thoufand  three 
huiulred  and  fixty-four  oxen ;  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
;liirty-foiH'  horfes ;  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  mules ;  thirty-one 
;liou!and  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  head  of  fmall  cattle. 

Till  the  year  1778,  no  one  citizen  of  Poito  Rico  was  in  reality 
mafter  of  his  pofleffions.  The  commanders  who  had  fucceeded  each 
oiker  had  only  granted  the  income  of  them.  This  inconeeivable 
defeft  hath  at  length  been  remedied :  the  proprietors  have  been 
confirmed  in  their  poflTeffions  by  a  law,  upon  condition  of  paying 
annually  one  real  and  a  quarter,  or  fixteen  fols  fix  deniers,  for 
every  portion  of  ground  of  twenty-five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eight  toifes,  which  they  employed  in  cultures;  and  three  quarters 
of  a  real,  or  ten  fols  one  denier  and  a  half,  for  that  part  of  the 
loil  that  is  referved  for  pafture  ground.  This  eafy  tribute  is  to 
Icrve  for  the  clothing  of  the  militia,  compofed  of  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  infantry,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry.  The  remainder 
|of  the  ifland  is  diftributed  on  the  fame  conditions  to  thofe  who  have 

tie  or  no  property.  Thefe  lafl:,  who  are  diftinguifhed  by  the 
limme  of  Agreges,  are  feven  thoufand  eight  hundivd  and  thirty-five 
|iii  number. 

TRINIDAD  AND  MARGARETTA. 

Trinidad  is  fituatcd  between  59'  and  62^  weft  longitude,  and 
north  latitude ;  it  was  difcovercd  by  Columbus,  who  landed  on 

in  1498,  but  it  vva3  not  till  1535  that  the  court  of  Madrid  took 
itfielfion  of  it. 

It  is  faid  to  comprehend  three  hundred  and  eighteen  fqiiare  leagues. 

hath  never  experienced  any  iuirricanc,  and  its  climate  is  whole- 
Ne.  The  rains  are  very  abundant  there  from  the  middle  of  May 
Mhe  end  of  Oiftober ;  and  the  drynefs  that  prevails  throughout  the 
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reft  of  the  year  is  not  attended  with  any  inconvenience,  becaufe  tfi* 
country,  though  deftitute  of  navigable  rivers,  is  very  well  watered. 
The  earthquakes  are  more  frequent  than  dangerous.  In  the  interior 
part  of  the  iiland  there  are  four  groups  of  mountains,  which,  toge- 
tiier  with  fome  others  formed  by  Nature  upon  the  (hores  of  the  ocean, 
occupy  a  third  part  of  the  territory,  the  reft  is  in  general  fiifceptible 
of  the  richeft  cultures. 

The  fornv  of  the  ifland  is  a  long  fquare.    To  the  north  is  a  coafi: 
of  twenty-two  leagues  in  extent,  too  njuch  tlevated  and  too  much 
divided  ever  to  be  of  any  ufe.    The  eaflern  coaft  is  only  nineteen 
leagues  in  extent,  but  in  all  parts  as  convenient  as  one  could  wifli  it 
to  be.    The  fouthcm  coaft  hatb  five-and-twenty  leagues,  is  a  little 
exalted,  and  adapted  for  the  fuccefsful  cultivation  of  coffee  and  cacao. 
The  land  on  the  weftern  fide  is  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  co- 
lony, to  the  fouth  by  the  Soldier's  canal,  and  to  the  north  by  the  I 
Dragon's  mouth,  and  forms,  by  means  of  a  recefs,  a  harbour  of  j 
twenty  leagues  in  breadth,  and  thirty  in  depth.    It  offers,  in  all  fsa- 
fons,  a  fecure  afylum  to  the  navigators,  who,  during  the  greateftl 
part  of  the  year,  would  find  it  difficult  to  anchor  any  where  elfc,  ex- 
cept  at  the  place  called  the  Galiotse. 

In  this  part  are  the  Spanifh  fettlements :  tbey  coniift  only  of  tb«J 
port  of  Spain,  upon  which  there  are  feventy-eight  thatched  huts  ;j 
and  of  St.Jofeph,  fituated  three  leagues  farther  up  the  countrvJ 
where  eighty-eight  families,  ftill  more  wretched  thaa  the  former,  aid 
computed. 

The  cacao  wss  formerly  cuhivated  near  thefe  two  villages ;  ltd 
excellenqe  made  it  be  preferred  even  to  that  of  Caraccas.  In  orden 
to  fecure  it,  the  merchants  ufed  to  pay  for  it  beforehand.  Thetreej 
that  produced  it  periflied  all  in  1727,  antd  have  not  been  re-plantfij 
fince.  The  monks  attributed  this  difafter  to  the  colonifts  having  rej 
fufed  to  pay  the  tithes.  Thofe  who  were  not  blinded  by  intereft< 
fuperftition,  afcribed  it  to  the  north  winds,  which  have  too  frequent! 
occafioned  the  fame  kind  of  calamity  in  other  parts.  Since  this  pd 
riod,  Triuidad  hath  not  been  much  more  frequented  than  Cu 
bagua ;  ftill,  however,  it  produces  fugar,  fine  tobacco,  indigo,  H 
ger,  and  a  variety  of  fruits,  with  fome  cotton  trees  and  Indiaacorj 
which  render  it  of  fbme  importance. 

Cubngua  is  a  little  iiland,  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  ©nlyi 
the  continent,  was  dilcovered,  and  negleded  by  Columbus,  in  M9 
The  S^^iniaids^  being  afterwards  irifonued  that  its  ihores  contain| 
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great  treasures,  repaired  to  it  in  multitudes  in  1509,  and  gave  it  the 
name  of  Pearl  Ifland. 

The  pearl  bank  was  foon  exhauftecl,  and  the  colony  was  trans- 
fciTcd,  m  15*4,  to  Margaretta,  where  tlie  regretted  riches  were 
found,  and  from  whence  they  dilappearcd  almod  ai  loon. 

Yet  this  laft  fettlement,  whicli  is  fitreen  leagues  in  length  and  five 
in  breadth,  was  not  abandoned.  It  is  almoft  continually  covered 
viitii  thick  fogs,  although  nature  hath  not  beitovved  upon  it  any 
current  waters.  There  is  no  village  in  it  except  Mon  Padre,  which 
is  defended  by  a  fiiull  fort ;  its  foil  would  be  fruitful  if  it  were  cul- 
tivated. 

It  was  almoft  generally  fuppofed,  that  the  court  of  Madrid,  in 
prefcrving  Margaretta  and  Trinidad,  me*nt  rather  to  keep  off  rival 
natioas  from  this  continent  than  to  derive  any  advantage  from  them  : 
at  prefent  we  are  induced  to  think  otherwife  :  convinced  that  the 
Archipelago  of  America  was  full  of  inhabitants  loaded  with  debts,  or 
who  poffcfled  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  indifferent  land,  the  council 
of  Charles  III.  offered  great  conceffions,  in  thtfe  two  iCands, 
to  thofe  who  (hould  embrace  their  faith.  The  freedom  of  com- 
merce with  all  the  Spanifli  traders  v/as  infured  to  them.  They  were 
only  obliged  to  deliver  their  cacao  to  the  company  of  Caraccas,  but 
at  twenty-feven  fols  per  pound,  and  under  the  condition  that  this 
company  fliould  advance  them  fome  capital.  Thefe  overtmes  have 
only  met  with  a  favourable  reception  at  Granada,  from  whence  fome 
frenchmen  have  made  their  efcape  with  a  few  flaves,  either  to 
(kreen  themfelves  from  the  purfuits  of  their  creditors,  or  from  aver- 
lion  to  the  fway  of  the  Englifli.  In  every  other  part  they  have  had 
no  effeA,  whether  from  averfion  for  an  oppreffive  government,  or 
whether  it  be  that  the  expeftwtions  of  all  are  at  prel'ent  turned  to- 
wards the  north  of  the  new  world. 

Trinidad  and  Margaretta  are  at  prefent  inhabited  only  by  a  few 
Spaniards,  who,  with  fome  Indian  women,  have  formed  a  race  of 
men,  who,  uniting  the  indolence  of  the  favage  to  the  vices  of  ci- 
nlifed  nations,  are  fluggards,  cheats  and  zealots.  They  live  upon 
maize,  upon  what  fifli  they  catch,  and  upon  bananas,  which  Nature, 
I  out  of  indulgence,  as  ijc  were,  to  their  flothfulnefs,  produces  there  of 
a  larger  fize,  and  better  quality,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Archi- 
pelago. They  have  a  breed  of  lean  and  taftclefs  cattle,  with  which 
they  carry  on  a  fraudulent  traffic  to  the  French  colonies,  exchanging 
thetj)  £i)r  camlets,  black  veils,  linens,  filk  ilockings,  white  hats,  and 
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hardware.  The  number  of  their  veffels  does  not  exceed  thirty  floops, 
without  decks, 

The  tame  animal?  of  thefe  two  iflands  have  filled  the  woods  with 
a  bled  of  horned  cattle,  which  are  become  wild  :  the  inhabitants 
flioot  them,  and  cut  their  flefli  into  flips  of  three  inches  in  breadth 
and  one  in  thicknefs,  which  they  dry,  after  having  melted  the  fat 
out  of  them,  fo  that  they  will  keep  three  or  four  months.  This  pro- 
vifion,  which  is  called  tallajo,  is  fold  in  the  French  fetilements  for 
twenty  livres  a  himdred  weight. 

All  the  money  which  the  government  fends  to  thefe  two  ifland$, 
falls  into  the  hands  of  the  commandants,  the  officers  civil  and  mi- 
litary, and  the  monks.  The  rtrnainder  of  the  people,  who  do  not 
amount  to  mare  than  fixteen  hundred,  live  in  a  ftate  of  the  mod: 
deplnr.ible  poverty.  Jn  time  of  war  they  furnifli  about  two  himditd 
men,  wl'.o,  for  the  fake  of  plunder,  offer  themfclves,  without  dil'- 
tindion,  to  any  of  the  colonies  that  happen  to  be  fitting  out  cniizcrs 
for  fea.  Befidcs  thefe,  there  are  fomc  other  fmall  ifland 3  claimed  l.y 
the  Spaniards,  but  to  which  they  have  paid  little  or  no  attention, 


r:^i^Cf 


(    309    ) 


'^wrff-^'-'r-ijp^i^ 


FRENCH  WEST-INDIES. 


M  A  R  T  I  N  I  C  O. 

jVIaRTINICO  is  the  chief  of  the  French  C;iribbee  iflands,  the 
middle  of  which  is  fituated  in  welt  longitude  6 1°  o',  north  latitude 


d5  claimed  l.y  ■      14°  3° 


Thiri  ifland  was  firft  fettled  by  M.  Defnambnc  a  Frenchman,  in  the 
year  1635,  with  only  one  hundred  m-ai  from  St.  Chriftopiicr's.  He 
thofe  rather  to  have  U  peopled  from  thence  than  froui  Hurope,  as  he 
forcfaw  that  men  tired  with  the  farit^uc  of  luch  a  long  voyage,  would 
moftly  peridi.  fo(Mi  after  their  arrival,  either  from  th.  climate,  or 
[i cm  the  hardfliips  incident  to  moi't  emigrations.  They  completed 
their  iiiH  feitlcment  without  any  difficulty ;  the  natives,  intimidated  by 
their  fire  arms,  or  feducedby  promifes,  gave  up  the  wtiteni  and 
fomhein  parts  of  the  iP.and  to  the  newcomers.  In  a  lliort  time, 
however,  perceiving  the  number  of  thefe  enterprifing  llrangcis  J  lily 
increafuig,  they  relolved  to  extirpate  them,  and  therefore  c"lled  in  the 
favages  of  the  neighbouring  illands  to  aff.ft  them  ;  they  fell  jointly 
upon  a  little  fort  that  had  been  hailily  eredk-d,  but  were  repi.  led 
with  the  lofs  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  of  then*  ^eft  warriors,  \vho 
were  left  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

After  this  check,  the  lavogcs  for  a  long  time  difappeared  entirelv, 
but  at  laft  they  returned,  bringing  wittj  li.em  prefentb  to  the  French, 
and  making  excufes  for  wliut  had  napi-cued  ;  they  were  received  in 
a  friendly  mar.ner,  and  the  reconciiiaiicn  feaied  wun  pots  of  brandy. 
This  peaceable  flate  of  affairs,  however,  was  of  no  loug  L-oniinuance, 
the  French  took  luch  undue  advanta,i^es  ot  their  fujjeriurity  ovrr  the 
lavages,  that  they  loon  rekuulled  in  th«  others  that  hatred  whit  h  had 
never  been  entirely  iubdued.    The  lavages  fepaiated  into  imall  Lands, 
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and  waylaid  the  French  as  they  came  fingly  out  into  the  woods  to 
hunt,  and  waiting  till  the  fj)oitfman  had  difcharged  his  piece,  ruflicd 
upon  and  killed  him  before  he  could  charge  it  again.  Twenty  men 
had  been  thus  aflaffinated  before  any  reafon  could  be  given  for  their 
fudden  difappearance ;  but  as  foon  as  the  matter  was  known  the 
French  took  a  fevere  and  fatal  revenge  ;  the  Hivagcs  wax  purfucd  and 
mafTacred,  with,  their  wives  and  children,  and  the  few  that  elVaped 
were  driven  out  of  Martinico,  to  which  thty  never  returned.      *• 

The  French  being  thus  left  fole  mafters  of  the  Ifland,  lived  quiftly 
on  thoie  fpots  which  befl  fuited  their  inclinations.  At  this  time  they 
were  divided  into  two  clafles ;  the  firft  confifted  of  thofe  who  had 
paid  their  paflagc  to  the  iiland,  and  thefe  were  called  inhabitants,  and 
to  thefe  the  government  diilributed  lands,  which  became  their  own, 
upon  paying  a  yearly  tribute.  Thefe  inhabitants  had  under  their  com- 
mand  a  multitude  of  diforderly  people  brought  over  from  Europe  at 
their  expenfe,  whom  they  called  engages^  or  bondftnen.  This 
engagement  was  a  kind  of  flavery  for  the  term  of  three  years,  on  the 
expiration  of  which  they  were  at  liberty,  and  became  the  equals  01 
thofe  whom  they  had  ferved.  They  all  confined  ihemlelves  at  iirft 
to  the  culture  of  tobacco  and  cotton,  to  which  was  foon  added  that 
of  arnotto  and  indigo.  The  culture  of  fugar  alfo  was  begun  about 
the  year  1650.  Ten  years  after,  one  Benjamin  D'Acofta,  a  Jew, 
planted  fome  cacao  trees,  but  his  example  was  not  followed  till 
1684,  when  chocolate  was  qiore  commonly  ufed  in  France.  Cacao 
then  became  the  principal  fupport  of  thecolonifts,  who  had  not  a  fuf- 
ficient  fund  to  undertake  fugar  plantations ;  but  by  the  inclemency  of 
the  feafon  in  17 18,  all  the  cacao  trees  were  deflroyed  at  once.  Coff';e 
xvas  then  propofed  as  a  proper  objeft  of  culture :  the  French  miniftry 
had  received  as  a  prefent  from  the  Dutch,  two  of  thefe  trees,  which 
were  carefully  prefervcd  in  the  king's  botanical  garden.  Two  young 
llioots  were  taken  from  thefe,  put  on  board  a  fhip  for  Martinico, 
and  entrufted  to  the  care  of  one  M.  Defclieux  ;  thisfliip  happened  to 
be  ftraitened  for  want  of  frefli  water,  and  the  trees  would  have  pe. 
riflied,  had  not  the  gentleman  fliared  with  them  that  quantity  of  water 
which  was  allowed  for  his  '^wn  drinking.  The  culture  of  coffee  was 
Ithen  begun,  and  attendea  with  the  greateft  and  mofl  rapid  fuccefs ; 
about  the  end  of  the  lafl  century,  however,  the  colony  had  made  but 
imall  advances.  In  1700  it  had  only  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
pinety-feven  white  inhabitants ;    the  favages,    mulattoes,  and  free 

pegroes,  men,  women,  aad  children,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
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jiMic  hundred  and  feven  ;  the  number  of  flaves  was  but  fourteen 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-fix  ;  all  thefe  together  made  a  po« 
pulation  of  twenty-one  thouiand  fix  hundred  and  forty-five 
peifons. 

After  the  peace  of  Utr«cht,  Martinico  began  to  emerge  from  that 
feeble  ftate  in  which  it  had  fo  long  continued.  The  ifland  then  be- 
came the  mart  for  all  the  windward  French  fettlements ;  in  its  ports 
the  neighbouring  iflnnds  fold  their  produce,  and  bought  the  commo- 
dities of  the  mother  countiy  ;  and,  in  fliort,  Martinico  became  fa- 
mous all  over  Europe :  their  labour  improved  the  plantations  as 
far  as  was  cnnfiftent  with  the  confumption  then  made  in  Europe  of 
Ameriran  pioduftions,  and  the  annual  exports  from  the  ifland 
amounted  to  about  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

The  connections  of  Martinico  with  the  other  iflands  entitled  her  to 
the  profits  of  commilhon,  and  the  charges  of  tranfport,  as  flie  alone 
was  in  the  polFcflion  of  carriages.  This  profit  might  be  rated  at  the 
tenth  of  the  produce ;  and  the  fum  total  muft  have  amounted  to  near 
feven  hundred  and  fixty-five  tlwufand  pounds :  this  ftanding  debt  was 
feldom  called  in,  and  left  for  the  improvement  of  their  plantations ; 
it  was  increafed  by  advances  in  '•oney,  Haves,  and  other  neceffary 
articles,  fo  that  Mai  tlnico  became  daily  more  and  more  a  creditor  to 
the  other  iflands,  and  thus  kept  them  in  conftant  dependence. 

The  connections  of  this  ifland  with  cape  Breton,  Canada,  and 
Loiiifiana,  procured  a  market  for  the  ordinary  fugars,  the  inferior 
coffee,  the  molafles,  and  rum,  which  would  not  fell  in  France.  In 
exchange  the  inhabitants  received  fait  fifh,  dried  vegetables,  deals, 
and  fome  flour.  In  the  clandeftine  trade  on  the  coafts  of  Spanifli 
America,  confifting  wholly  of  goods  manufactured  by  the  French  na- 
tion, flie  cOiiimonly  made  a  profit  of  ninety  per  cent,  on  the  value  of 
about  one  hundred  and  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds,  fent  yearly  to 
the  Caraccas,  or  neighbouring  colonies. 

Upwards  of  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven  thoufand  pounds 
were  conftantly  circulated  in  this  ifland  with  great  rapidity ;  and  this 
is  perhaps  the  only  country  in  the  world  where  the  fpecie  has  been  fo 
eonfiderable  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them  whether 
they  dealt  in  gold,  filver,  or  commodities.  This  extenfive  trade 
brought  into  the  pc^ts  of  Martinico  annually  two  hundred  fliips  from 
France ;  fourteen  or  fifteen  fitted  out  by  the  mother  country  for  the 
coaftof  Guinea,  fixty  from  Canada,  ten  or  twelve  from  the  iflands  of 
Margarelta  and  Trinidad,  bcfides  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  fliips  that 
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rainc  to  carry  011  a  fmiij>i^lini!;  traclc.  The  private  navigation  from 
tlifiiliul  to  the  north,;!!!  colonics,  to  the;  Sjiiiiifli  continent,  and  t^j 
the  wincKv  rtl  ifliiids,  employed  one  hundred  and  twenty  vcllels, 
iVoiu  twenty  to  thirty  tons  Iriidcu. 

The  viw  of  1744  put  a  Hop  to  this  profpcrity  :  not  that  the  fault 
was  in  M.ntinico  i'.ftlf;  its  navy,  conllantly  cxertifeil,  and  accuf- 
toined  to  iVecjuent  engagements,  which  the  carrying  on  a  contraband 
trade  recjuircd,  was  prepared  for  adion.  in  Icfb  than  fix  n)onths, 
forty  privateers,  iitrcd  out  at  St.  Peter's,  fpread  themlelves  about  the 
latitude  of  llie  Caribhce  itlands  ;  yet  an  entire  Hop  was  put  to  the 
navigation  of  the  colony,  both  to  the  Spanilh  coatt  ant!  to  Canada, 
and  they  were  conllantly  difturbed  even  on  their  own  coafls.  The 
few  (liips  that  came  fiom  France  in  order  .0  compeniate  the  hazards 
they  were  expo(ed  to  by  the  lois  of  their  commodities,  fold  them  at  a 
very  advanced  price,  ;i^l  bought  them  at  a  very  h)wone. 

When  every  thing  thus  feemed  tending  to  decay,  the  peace  at  lad 
reflored  the  freedom  of  trade,  and  with  it  the  hopes  of  recovering 
the  ancient  proiperity  of  the  ifland  ;  the  event,  however,  did 'ut 
anfwer  the  pains  that  were  taken  to  attain  it.  Two  years  had  hct 
elapfwd  after  the  celTlition  of  hoflilities,  when  the  colony  loft  the  con- 
traband trade  flic  carried  on  with  the  American  Spaniards.  This  lofs 
was  not  fo  fenfdjly  felt  by  the  colony  as  the  hardfliips  brought  upon 
them  by  tl^  mother  country  ;  an  unfkilful  adminiftration  clogged  the 
reciprocaiand  necclTary  connedtion  between  the  iflands  and  North- 
America  with  fo  many  formalities,  that  in  1755  IT  rtinico  fent  but 
four  vcflels  to  Canada.  The  direftioii  of  its  colonies,  ijovv  commit- 
ted to  the  care  of  ignorant  and  avaricious  clerks,  it  foon  loft  its  im- 
portance, funk  into  contempt,  and  was  proftituted  to  venality.  The 
war  broka  out  afrefti,  and-after  a  feries  of  misfortunes  and  defeats, 
the  ifland  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifli ;  it  was  reftored  in  July 
1763,  fixteen  months  after  it  had  been  conquered,  but'deprived  of  all 
the  neceflary  means  of  profperity  that  had  made  it  of  lb  much  im- 
portance. The  contraband  trade  carried  on  to  the  Spanifli  coails 
was  almoft  entirely  loft,  the  ceflion  of  Canada  to  Great-Britain  pre- 
cluded all  hopes  of  opening  again  a  communication,  which  had  only 
been  interrupted  by  temporary  miftakes.  The  produc'^ions  of 
the  Grenades^  St.  Vincent,  and  Dominica,  which  were  now  become 
Britifli  dominions,  could  no  longer  be  brought  into  their  harbours, 
and  a  new  regulation  of  the  mother  country,   which  forbad  her 
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having  any  intercourfc  with  Guadaloupe,  left  her  no  hopes  from  that 
quarter. 

The  colony,  thus  deprived  of  every  thing  as  it  were,  and  deftitute, 
neverthelcfs  contained,  at  tlic  laft  furvey,  which  was  taken  on  the 
firft  of  January,  1770,  in  the  compafs  of  twenty-eight  pariflies, 
twelve  thoufaud  four  hundred  and  fifty  white  people  of  all  ages  and 
of  both  fe^es ;  one  thoufaud  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  free  blacks 
ormulattoes ;  feventy  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  (laves; 
and  four  hundred  and  forty-three  fugitive  negroes.  The  number  of 
births  in  1766,  was  in  the  proportion  of  one  in  thirty  among  the 
wliite  people,  and  of  one  in  twenty-five  among  the  blacks. 

The  ifland  is  fixteen  leagues  in  length,  and  forty-five  in  circum- 
ference, leaving  out  the  capes,  fome  of  which  extend  two  or  three 
leagues  into  the  fea  ;  it  is  very  uneven,  and  interfed^ed  in  all  parts  by 
a  number  of  hillocks,  which  are  moftly  of  a  conical  form.     Three 
mountains  rife  above  thefe  fmaller  eminences ;  the  higheft  bears  the 
iiidtl.ble  marks  of  a  volcano  ;  the  woods  with  which  it  is  covered, 
continually  attraft  the  clouds,  which  occafion  noxious  damps,  and 
contribute  to  make  it  horrid  and  inaccefllblc,  while  the  two  others 
are  in  moft  parts  cultivated.    From  thefe  mountains  iflue  the  many 
fprings  that  water  the  ifland ;    thefe  waters,  which  flow  in  gentle 
ftr^ams,  are  changed  into  torrents  on  the  flighteftftorm^  their  quali- 
ties are  derived  fiom  the  foil  over  which  they  flow ;  in  fome  places 
they  are  excellent,    in   others  fo  bad,    that  the    inhabitants    are 
obliged  to  drink  the  water  they  have  colle6ted  during  the  rainy 
fsafon. 

Of  all  the  French  fettlements  in  the  Weft-Indies,  Martinico  is  the 
moft  happily  fituated  with  regard  to  the  winds  which  prevail  in  thofe 
hi.    Its  harbours  poflefs  the  moft  ineftimable  advantage  of  afford- 
ing a  certain  (belter  from  the  hurricanes  which  annoy  thefe  latitudes. 
The  harbour  of  Fort  Royal  is  one  of  the  beft  in  all  the  windward 
illands,  and  fo  celebrated  for  its  fafety,  that  when  it  was  open  to  the 
Dutch,  their  (hipmafters  had  orders  from  the  republic  to  take  (lielter 
there  in  June,  July,  and  Aaguft,  the  three  months  in  which  the 
hurricanes  are  moft  frequent.    The  lands  of  the  Lamentin,  which 
are  but  a  league  diftant,    are  the  richeft  and  moft  fertile  in  the 
I  whole  ifland.    The  numerous  ftreams  which  water  this  fruitful 
country,  convey  loaded  canoes  to  a  conliderable  diftance  from  the 
iea;  the  proteftion  of  the  fortifications  fecure  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  fo  many  advantages,  which,  however,  are  balanced  by  a 
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fw;impy  and  \nuvholefome  foil.  This  capital  ot  INIartinico  is  a.\(o  the 
rendezvous  of  the  men  of  wnr,  whicli  branch  of  the  navy  has  always 
opjMeflcd  the  nicichaiitnicn.  On  this  account  Fort  Royal  was  an 
improper  place  to  become  the  center  of  trade,  and  was  therefore  re- 
moved  to  St.  Peter's.  This  little  town,  notwithftanding  the  fires  tlmt 
liavc  four  times  reduced  it  to  aflies,  ftill  contains  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  houfes.  It  is  fitnatcd  on  the  wcftern  coaft  of  the  jfland,  oa 
a  bay  or  inlet,  w  hich  is  almoft  ciicular ;  one  part  of  it  is  built  on  the 
ilrand  along  the  fea  lidc,  which  h  called  the  hnchorage,  and  is  the 
place  deftined  for  fliips  and  warehonfes :  the  other  part  of  the  town 
ftands  u\x)n  a  low  hill ;  it  is  called  the  Fort,  from  a  fmall  fortification 
that  was  built  there  in  1665,  to  check  the  fcditions  of  the  inhabitant} 
againrt  the  tyranny  of  monopoly,  but  it  now  ferves  to  protedl  the  roaj 
from  foreign  enemies  j  thele  .two  parts  of  the  town  arc  feparatcd  by 
a  rivulet. 

The  anchorage  is  at  the  back  of  a  pretty  high  and  deep  hill.  Shut 
up  as  it  were  by  this  hill,  which  intercepts  the  caftorly  winds,  the 
tuoft  conftant  and  mod  falubiious  in  thefe  parts ;  expofed,  withcnir 
any  refrefliing  breezes,  to  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun,  reflciflcd 
from  the  hill,  fioiu  the  fea,  and  the  black  fand  on  the  beach ;  tln-i 
place  is  extremely  hot,  and  always  unwholefome ;  befides,  then  ij 
no  harbour,  and  the  fliips  which  cannot  winter  fafcly  upon  this  cuall, 
are  obliged  to  take  flielter  at  Fort  Royal.  But  tUcfe  difadvantagcsaie 
compcnfated  by  the  conveniency  of  the  road  of  St.  Peter's  for  load- 
ing and  unloading  of  goods,  and  by  its  fituation,  which  is  fuchthat 
fliips  can  freely  go  in  and  out  at  all  times,  and  with  all  winds. 

GUADALOUPE. 

The  middle  of  this  ifland  is  feated  in  about  north  latitude  i6'3c',  | 
weft  longitude  61°  20';  it  is  of  an  irregular  figure,  may  be  about  j 
eighty  leagues  in  circumference,  and  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  a 
fmall  arm  of  the  fea,  which  is  not  above  two  leagues  long,  ami  from 
fifteen  to  forty  fathoms  broad.     This  canal,  known  by  the  name  oil 
the  Salt  river,   is  navigable,  but  will  only  carry  veflels  of  fiity  tons 
burden. 

That  part  of  the  ifland  which  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  colony,! 
is,  towards  the  center,  full  of  cragc;y  rocks,  where  the  cold  is  foi>| 
tenfe,  that  nothing  will  grow  upon  tii' m  but  fern,  and  fome  ufeitfjj 
flirubs  covered  with  mofs.  On  the  top  -f  ihefe  rocks,  a  mountaiiil 
called  la  Souphriere,  or  the  Briinitonc  raouatain,  rifes  to  an  im-r 
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mcnfc  height ;  it  exhales,  through  various  openings,  a  thick  black 
fmokc,  intcrniixcil  with  fpnrks  that  are  vifible  by  night.  I'lom  all 
thefc  hills  How  nuinbcrlefs  fpiings,  which  fertilize  the  plains  below, 
and  moderate  the  burning  heat  of  the  climate  by  a  refrefhing  ilrcam, 
fo  celebrated,  that  the  galleons  which  formerly  ufcd  to  touch  at  the 
Windvard  iflands,  had  orders  to  renew  their  provifion  with  this  pure 
and  ^falubrious  water  :  fucU  is  that  part  of  the  iiland  properly 
called  Guadaloupc.  That  which  is  comniunly  called  Grand  Terre, 
h,is  not  been  fo  much  favoured  by  nature  ;  it  is  indeed  lefs  rugged, 
but  it  wants  fprings  and  rivers  ;  the  foil  is  not  fo  fertile,  or  the  cli- 
mate fo  wholefome,  or  plcafaiit. 

No  European  nation  had  yet  taken  pofleflion  of  this  ifland,  when 
five  himdrcd  and  fifty  Frenchmen,  led  on  by  two  gentlemen  named 
Loline  and  Dupleflls,  arrived  there  from  Dieppe  on  the  aBth  of  June 
1635.  They  had  been  very  imprudent  in  the  1  preparations ;  their 
provifions  were  fo  ill  chofen,  that  they  were  fpoilcd  in  the  paflage, 
and  they  had  fliipped  fo  few,  that  they  were  exhaufted  in  two  months : 
they  were  fupplied  with  more  from  the  mother  country.  St.  Chrif- 
tophcr's,  whether  from  fcarcity  or  defign,  refiifed  to  fpare  them  any, 
and  tlie  firft  attempts  in  hulbandry  they  made  in  the  country,  could 
not  as  yet  afford  any  thing.  No  rcfource  was  left  for  the  colony  but 
from  the  favages,  but  the  fupcrfluities  of  a  people  who  cultivate  but 
little,  and  therefore  bad  never  laid  up  any  ftores,  could  not  be  very 
Lonfiderable.  The  new  comers,  not  content  with  what  the  favages 
might  freely  and  voluntarily  bring,  came  to  a  refolution  to  plun- 
der them,  and  hoftilities  commenced  on  the  lixceentb  of  January, 
1636. 

A  dreadful  famine  was  the  confequence  of  this  kind  of  war  ;  the 
Icolonifts  were  reduced  to  graze  in  the  fields,  to  eat  their  own  excre- 
ments, and  to  dig  up  dead  bodies  for  their  fubfiftcnce.  Many  who 
Ihad  been  (laves  at  Algiers,  held  in  abhorrence  the  hands  that  had 
[broken  their  fetters,  and  all  of  them  curfed  their  exiftence.  It  was 
jinthis  manner  that  they  atoned  for  the  crime  of  their  invafion,  till  the 
)vernment  of  Aubert  brought  a  peace  with  the  lavages  at  the  end  of 
|tbeyear  1640. 

The  few  inhabitants  who  had  cfcaped  the  calamities  they  had 
jlrawn  upon  themfelves,  were  fonn  joined  by  fom :  <l:fcontented  co- 
piiifts  from  St.  Chriftopher's,  by  European.j  fond  of  novelty,  by 
pilors  tired  of  navigation,  and  by  feme  fea  captains,  who  prudently 
hofe.  to  comntiino  thw  care  of  a  grateful  foil  tht;  treafures  they 
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had  faved  fiom  the  dangers  of  the  fea.  But  ftill  the  profperity  of 
Guadaloupe  was  flopped  or  impeded  by  obftacles  arifing  from  its 
fituation. 

The  facility  with  which  the  pirates  from  the  neighbouring  iflands 
could  carry  off  their  cattle,  their  flaves,  their  very  crops,  frequently 
brought  them  into  a  defperate  fituation.  Inteftine  broils,  arifinjj 
from  jealoulies  of  authority,  often  difturbed  the  quiet  of  the  pha- 
ters.  The  adventurers  who  went  over  to  the  Windward  iflands,  dii- 
daining  a  land  that  was  titter  for  agriculture  than  for  naval  expedi- 
tion, were  eafily  drawn  to  Martinico  by  the  convenient  roads  it 
abounds  with.  The  protection  of  thofe  intrepid  pirates  brought  to 
that  ifland,  all  the  traders  who  flattered  themfelves  that  they  might 
buy  up  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy  at  a  low  price,  and  all  the  planters 
who  thought  they  might  fafely  give  themfelves  up  to  peaceful  la- 
bours. This  quick  population  could  not  fail  of  introducing  the  civil 
and  military  government  of  the  Caribbee  iflands  into  Martinico. 
From  that  time  the  F"rench  miniftry  attended  more  ferioufly  to  this 
than  to  the  other  colonies,  which  were  not  fo  immediately  under  their 
diredion,  and  hearing  chiefly  of  thii  ifland,  they  turned  all  their  en- 
couragement that  way. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  this  preference,  that  in  1700,  the  num. 
ber  of  inhabitants  in  Guadaloupe  amounted  only  to  three  thoiifand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  white  people ;  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  favages,  free  negroes,  mulattoes ;  and  fix  thoiifand 
i'even  hundred  and  twenty-five  flaves,  many  of  whom  were  Ca- 
ribs. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1755,  the  colony  was  peopled  with  nine 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  whites,  forty-one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  forty  flaves  of  all  ages  and  of  both  fexes.     Her  faleable  j 
commodities  were  the  produce  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  fiigar 
plantations  ;  fifteen  plots  of  indigo  ;  forty-fix  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty  fl:ems  of  cacao  ;  eleven  thoufand  feven  hundred  of  tobacco; 
two  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  of  coffee  ;  twelve  million  feven  hundred  and  forty  eight | 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-feven  of  cotton.     For  her  provi. 
fions  file  had  twenty- nine  fquares  of  rice  or  maize,  and  one  thoufand! 
two  hundred  and  nineteen  of  potatoes  or  yams;  two  million  and! 
twenty-eight  thoufand  five   hundred  and  twenty  banana  trees,  andl 
thirty-two  million   five   hundred  and  feventy-feven   thouiand  nine! 
Jiufjdrtd  »nd  fift^  trenches  of  caffava,     The  caule  of  Guadaloup«j 
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confifted  of  four  thoufaiid  nine  hundred  and  forty-fix  horfes ;  two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four  mules  ;  one  hundred  and 
tucnty-fi\ e  afies  ;  thirteen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen  head 
of  horned  cattle ;  eleven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  flieep 
or  goats,  and  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-four  hogs.  Such 
was  the  ftate  of  Guadaloupe  when  it  was  conquered  by  the  IJritiih  in 
the  month  of  April,  1759. 


The  colony,  with  its  dependencies,  was  reftorcd  to  France  by  the 
treaty  of  peace  in  July,  1763. 

By  a  furvey  taken  in   1767,   this  ifland,    including  the  fmaller 
iflands,  Defeada,  St.  Bartholoaiiew,  Marignlante,  and  the  Saints,  de- 
pendent upon  it,  contained  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty- 
three  white  people  of  all  ages  and  of^  both  fexes ;  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-two  free  blacks  and  mulattoes  ;  feventy-two  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  flaves  ;  which  makes  in  all  a  population  of  eighty- 
five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-fix  fouls.     The  cattle  con- 
fided of  five  thoufand  and  fixty  horfes ;  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-four  mules ;  one  hundred  and  eleven  alfes ;  feventeen  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  feventy-eight  head  of  horned  catde;  fourteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  flieep  or  goats,  and  two 
lO,  the  nurn-  ■  tlioufarKl  fix  hundred  and  fixty-nine  hogs.    The  provifion  was  thirty 
iree  thoufand  ■  miliion  four  hunilrcd  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
hundred  and  H  eighteen  trenches  of  cafl!ava  ;  two  million  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
fix  thoufand  ■  teen  thoui'and  two  hundred  and  fixty-two  banana  trees ;  two  thoufand 
3m  vvere  Ca-  |  one  hundred  and  eighteen  fq\iares  of  land  planted  with  yams  and 
potatoes.  The  plantations  contained  fcventy-two  arnotto  trees ;  three 
jled  whh  nine  H  hundred  and  twenty-feven  of  caffia  ;  thirteen  thoufand  two  hundred 
thovifand  one  ■  and  ninety-two  of  cacao ;  five  million  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one 
Her  faleable  ■  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  of  cofiec  ;  twelve  million  one 
lirty-four  fugat  ■  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-nine  of  cot- 
,  eight  hundred  ■ton;  twenty-one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy-four  fquares  of 
redof  tobacco; Bland  planted  with  fugar-canes.     The  woods  occupied  twenty-two 
hundred  and  ■  thoufand  and  ninety-feven  fquares  of  land  ;  there  were  twenty  thou- 
|and  forty  eight  ■  fand  two  hundred  and  forty-feven  in  meadows,  and  fix  thoufand 
For  her  provi'B four  hundred  and  five  uncultivated   or  forfaken.     Only  one  thou- 
d  one  thoufand  ■find  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  plantations  grew  cotton,  coffee  and 
o  million  wBprovifions.  Sugar  was  made  but  in  four  hundred  and  one.  Thefe  fu- 
Inana  trees,  an^Bgir  works  employed  one  hundred  and  forty  water-mills,  two  hundred 

thoufand  nineBjpd  fixty-three  turned  by  oxen,  and  eleven  wind-mills. 
lof  Guadaloupap  jhg 
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The  produce  of  Guadaloupe,  including  what  is  poured  in  from 
the  fmull  ilbnds  under  her  dominion,  ought  to  be  veryconruicrablo; 
but  in  176S,  it  yielded  to  the  mother  country  no  more  than  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighteen  quintals  of  fiiic 
fugar ;  tumty-thrce  thouland  fix  hundred  and  three  quintals  of  raw 
fiij/ar ;  thirty-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  five  quintals  of  coffee ; 
eleven  thouland  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  quintals  of  cotion  ;  four 
bundled  and  fifty-fix  quintals  of  cacao;  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-four  quintals  of  ginger;  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  quintals  of  'ojvvood  ;  twenty-four  chefts  of  fwectmeats ; 
one  himdrcd  and  fixty-five  cherts  of  liquors;  thirty-four  calks  of 
rum,  and  twelve  hundred  and  two  undreflTed  ikins.  All  thefe  com- 
modities were  fold  in  the  colony  only  for  three  hundred  and  ten 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds,  eighteen  fliillings 
and  three  pence ;  and  the  merchandifc  it  received  from  France 
has  coii  but  one  hundred  and  nincty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  nir.eteeu  pounds,  eighteen  fliillings  and  fix-pence  ;  but  from  that 
period  it  confiderabiy  increaled  till  the  late  troubles. 

S  A  I  N  T    L  U  C  I  A. 

,  Saint  Lucia  is  about  twenty-two  miles  long  and  eleven  broad,  the 
middle  of  it  lying  in  north  latitude  39°  14',  weft  longitude  27°  o'.  It 
wasfiiiHettled  by  the  French  in  1650,  but  was  reduced  by  the  Englifli 
in  i6b4,  who  evacuated  it  in   1666.     The  French  immediately  re- 
fettled  the  illaiid,  but  were  again  driven  away  by  the  Caribs.    As 
joon  as  the  favages  were  gone  the  former  inhabitants  returned,  but 
only  for  a  fliort  time  ;  for  being  afraid  of  falling  a  prey  to  the  fiift 
piivateer  that   fhonid  vifit  their  coafts,  they  removed  either  to  other 
Ficnih  ic!tL'n\cnts  that  were  ftronger,  or  which  they  might  expeifl 
to  bu  hotter  (letended.     There  was  then  no  regular  culture  or  colony 
af  ^t.  Liui.i,  it  was  only  frequcntetl  by  the  inhabitants  of  Martiuico, 
who  ranie  thither  to  cut  wood  and  to  build  canoes,  and  who  had 
confiderable  decks  on  the  illand.     In   1718  it  was  again  fettled  by 
the  French  ;  but  four  years  after,  it  was  given  by  the  court  of  Lon- 
don to  the  diike  of  Montague,  who  was  fent  to  take  pofTeffion  of  it. 
This  occuf.oned  fome  difturbance  between  the  tvvo  courts;  which 
vaj  fettled,  however,  by  an  agreement  made  in  17J1,  that,  till  the  I 
refpeiitive  claims  fiiould  be  fiaaliy  adjufted,  the  illand  flionld  he 
evacuated  by  both  nation?,  but  that  both  fliould  vvooil  and  water 
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thfic.  This  precarious  agreement  furniflicd  an  opportunity  for  pri- 
vate intereft  to  exert  itfelf.  The  Englilh  no  longer  moletled  the 
French  in  tlieir  habitations,  but  employed  tli  ni  as  their  affiftants  id 
carrying  ou  with  richer  colonies  a  fmuggling  trade,  which  the  fub- 
[:&s  of  both  governments  thought  equally  advantageous  to  them. 
This  trade  was  more  or  lefs  confulerablc  till  the  treaty  of  1763, 
when  the  pioperty  of  Sr.  Lucia  was  fecured  to  the  crown  of  France. 
After  that  time  the  colony  flmiriflied  confiderably.  In  the  beginning 
oi"  the  year  1772,  the  number  of  white  people  amounted  to  two 
thournnd  and  eighteen,^  men,  women  and  children  ;  that  of  the 
blacks  to  fix  hundred  and  fixty-three  freemen,  and  twelve  thoufand 
Icvcn  hundred  and  ninety-five  Haves.  There  were  feven  hundred 
;;!k1  fix  dwelling  places.  The  anniial  revenue  at  that  time  was  about 
,y,\c  hundred  and  fevcnty-fivc  thoufand  pounds,  which,  according 
to  the  Abbe  Raynal,  niiift  have  increafcd  one-cip;hth  yearly  for  fome 
(inic.  It  was  taken  by  the  Britifli  fleet  undei  admirals  Byron  and 
Biinington  in  the  year  1778,  but  was  reftored  to  France  at  the  peace 

The  foil  of  St.  Lucia  is  tolerably  good,  even  at  the  fea  fide  ;  and 

V  nnich  better  the  farther  one  advances  into  the  country.    The  whole 

il  it  is  capable  of  cultivation,  except  fome  high  and  craggy  moun- 

taiiip,   which  bear  evident   maiks  of  old  volcanoes.     In  one  deep 

val'ty  there  are  ftill  eight  vr  ten  ponds,  the  water  of  which  boils  up 

in  a  dreadful  manner,  and  retains  fome  of  its  heat  at  the  diftance  of 

u  thouliind   toifes  from  its  refervoirs.    The  air  in  the  inland  parts, 

i.kethat  of  all  other  uninhabited  countries,  is  foul  and  unwholefome, 

!i!t  grows  lelb  noxious  as  the  woods  are  cleared  and  the  ground  laid 

(Dcn.    On  Ibme  parts  of  the  fca  coafi  the  air  is  {till  more  unhealthy, 

'11  arcount  of  fome  fiuall  rivers  which  fpring  from  the  foot  of  the 

imniuitains,  and  have  not  hifticiiMU  llope  to  wafli  down  the  fanels  with 

ivhich  the  influx  of  the  ocean  flops  up  their  mouths,  by  which  means 

|:xy  fi)read  themleKx-s  into  unvvholefooie  marihcs  on  the  neighbour- 

iKi'.;  gnniiidd. 

TOBAGO. 

Tubat^o  is  fituated  in  11"  odd  minutes  north  latitude,  one  hundred 
|~.d  twenty  miles  fouth  of  Barbadoes,  and  abflut  the  fame  diftance 
li'om  the  Sparifh  main.  It  is  about  thirty-two  miles  in  length  and 
|r.inc  in  breadth.  The  climate  here  is  not  fo  hot  as  might  be  expefted 
|fa  near  the  equator  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  it  lies  out  of  the  courle  of 
pfc  hurricanes  that  have  fonietimes  proved  f«  fata   to  liit.  other 
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Weft- India  iflands.  It  hasatruitful  foil,  capable  of  producing^,,, 
gar,  and  indeed  every  thing  elle  that  is  raifcd  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
with  the  addition,  if  we  may  believe  the  Dutch,  of  the  cinnanjon, 
nutmeg  and  gum  copal.  It  is  well  watered  with  numerous  fprings ; 
and  its  hays  and  rivers  arc  fo  difpofed  as  to  be  very  commodious  for 
a'l  k'.^d  of  {hipping.  The  value  and  importance  of  this  ifland  ap- 
pears froai  the  expenfive  and  formidable  armaments  fent  thidier  by 
European  powers  in  fupport  of  their  different  claims.  It  feems  to 
have  been  cliicfly  poflefled  by  the  Dutch,  who  defended  their  pre- 
tenfions  againft  both  England  and  France nvith  the  moft  obftinate 
perfeverance.  By  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Ch.ipelle,  in  1748,  it  was  de- 
clared neutral,  though,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1763,  it  was  yielded 
\ip  to  Great-Britain  ;  but,  in  June,  1781,  it  was  taken  by  the  frendi, 
^nd  ceded  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  1 783, 

ST.  BARTHOLOMEW,  DESEADA  and  MARIGALANTE, 

Are  three  fmall  iflands  lying  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antigua 
and  St.  Chrifropher's,  and  are  of  no  great  confcquence  to  the  French, 
except  in  time  of  war,  when  they  give  Ihclter  to  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  privateers,  which  greatly  annoy  the  Britifli  Weft-India  trade. 
St.  Bartholomew  is  now  to  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Sweden,  being  ceded  to  it  by  France  in  1785. 

H  I  S  ?  A  N  I  O  L  A. 

In  noticing  the  Spanifli  fcttlements  iji  this  part  of  the  globe,  wt 
have  already  taken  a  general  view  of  this  ifland ;  it  only  therefqrc 
remains  to  notice  the  French  lettlements  thereon. 

The  French  towns  are.  Cape  F^ivin^ois,  the  capital,  containing 
feveral  years  ago,  about  eight  thoufand  whites  and  blacks.    Leogam,! 
though  inferior  in  point  of  fize,  is  a  good  port,  a  place  of  confi- 
derable  trade,  and  the  feat  of  the  French  government  in  that  iflanti.i 
They  have  two  other  town*,    confiderable  for  their  trade,  Petitj 
Guaves  and  port  Louis. 

The  following  is  faid  to  be  an  exaft  ftatement  of  the  population,! 
produft  and  commerce  of  the  French  colony  of  Hifpaniola  in  thel 
year  1788,  and  may  Jerva- to  flievv  the  immenfe  loffes  fuftained  b^ 
the  late  infurredions  of  the  negroes. 

Whites,  twenty-feven  thouland  feven  hundred  and  feventecn ;  fret 
people  of  colour,  twenty-one  thoufand  eight '  hundred  and  cightJ 
flaves,  four  hundred  and  hvc  thoufand  Ave  hundred  and  tvventy-eij 
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The  plantations  were,  of  fugar,  {"even  hundred  and  ninety-two ; 
of  indigo,  three  thoufand  and  nincty-fevcn  ;  of  cotton,  feven  hun- 
dred and  five  ;  of  coffee,  two  thonjhnd  eight  hundred  and  ten.  The 
nianu factories  were,  diitillcries,  one  hundred  and  feventy-three ;  of 
brick  and  potter's  ware,  fixty-three;  of  cacao,  lixty-nine,  and  tlirec 
tanners. 

Its  pioduftions  exported  to  Fmnce  wefc,  feventy  millions  two 
Inindied  and  tweiuy-ieven  thouiiuui  feven  hundred  and  nine  pounds 
(i  vvliite  iugar  ;  ninety-tluee  millions  one  Inuidred  and  feventy-feven 
thoufand  five  hund'ed  and  eighteen  ditto  of  brnt  ditto;  fixty-eight 
millions  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  tlioufaiid  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  ditto  of  coffee  ;  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  and  fixteea 
pounds  of  indigo  ;  fix  millions  two  hundred  and  eighty-fix  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  ditto  of  cotton  ;  and  twelve  thoufmd 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  drefled  11; ins. 

Sold  to  American,  Englilh  and  Dutch  fmugglers  ;  twenty-five 
millions  of  pounds  of  brut  fngars ;  tv.elve  millions  ditto  of  coffee; 
and  three  millions  ditto  of  cotton. 

The  molaffes  exported  in  American  bottoms,  valued  at  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars ;  valuable  wood,  exported  in  French  iliips,  two 
hundred  thoufimd  dollars. 

Its  trade  employed  five  hundred  and  eighty  large  fliips,  carrying 
jDiie  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-nine 
tons,  in  which  the  imports  amounted  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
of  which  more  than  eight  millions  of  dollars  weie  in  maniifacf  ured 
goods  of  France,  and  the  otlier  four  millions  in  French  produce. 

The  SpaniQi  (hips  exported  in  French  goods,  or  money,  one  mil- 
lion four  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  for  mules  imported  by  them  into 
the  colony. 

Ninety-eight  French  fliips,  carrying  forty  thoufand  one  hundred 
nnd  thirty  tons,  imported  twenty. nine  thpufitnd  five  hundred  and  fix 
negroes,  which  fold  for  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

The  negroes  in  the  French  divifion  of  this  ifland  have,  for  feveral 
years  paft,  been  in  a  flate  of  infnrrec^ion.  In  the  prorjrefs  of  thefe 
(iifturbances,  which  have  not  yet  fnbfided,  the  planters  and  others 
iiave  iuftained  immenie  lofies.  As  this  unhappy  affair  has  engaged 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  public,  we  are  happy  in  being  able  tw 
give  a  fumraary  llatement  of  the  caufes  of  this  infurrection.* 

*  From  a  pamphlet  publiJhed  in  179a,  cii;itlcd,  «  An  Inquiry  into  the  Caufes  of 
;lie  Infiurciflion  of  the  {^c5rBCs,  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Domingo." 

i    Vol.  IV.  The 
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The  lltiution  of  the  French  colonics  early  attradcd  the  atten. 
tion  of  the  Coiillitiicnt  Afllmbly,  At  this  tune  all  was  as  tranquil  ,is 
jitch  a  Jl.tte  of  opprcjfion  nxjouU  permit.  Political  health  can  only  be 
nttribiitecl  to  a  country  with  a  free  conftitution.  The  fituation  of  the 
ifland  is  that  of  a  paralytic;  one  part  is  torpid,  whilft  the  ptlier 
is  afl'eded  with  the  frantic  motions  of  St.  Vitus's  dance. 

The  firft  interference  of  the  National  Affembly  in  the  affairs 
of  the  colonies,  was  by  a  decree  of  the  8th  of  March,  1790,  whicli 
declared,]  That  all  free  perfons,  who  were  proprietors  and  refidcnta 
pf  two  years  ftanoling,  and  who  contributed  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
flate,  fliould  exercife  the  rights  of  voting,  whicfi  coniljtute  the  qua- 
lity of  French  citizens. 

This  decree,  thougli  in  fad  it  gave  no  new  rights  to  the  peopl 
of  colour,  was  regarded  with  a  jealous  eye  by  the  >yhite  planters, 
who  evidently  faw  that  the  generality  of  the  (jualificatipn  included  all 
ciefcriptions  of  vroprietors ;  they  affected,  ho>yever,  to  impofe  a 
different  conftrui^ion  upon  it.  The  people  of  colour  appealed  to 
common  juftice  and  common  fenfe :  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  the  whites 
repelled  them  from  their  affemblies ;  fome  commotions  cnfued,  iu 
Wiiich  they  miitually  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  pride  and  refentment. 

Thefe  difturbances  again  excited  the  vigilance  of  the  Narional  Af- 
ftmbly ;  a  decree  was  palled  on  the  12th  of  Odober,  1790,  by 
which  the  Affembly  declared,  as  a  conftitutiqi^al  article,  "  That  they 
would  cllablilh  no  regulations  refpcfting  the  internal  government  of 
the  colonies,  without  the  precife  and  formal  requeft  of  the  colonial 
airemblies." 

Peace,  however,  was  not  the  copfcqiience  pf  this  decree.  The 
proprietors,  it  is  true,  had  obtained  a  legal  right  qf  tyrannizing, 
but  the  unfortunate  queftion  ftill  recurred.  Who  lliould  be  permitted 
to  exercife;  that  rii.dit  ?  On  this  head  the  decree  was  filerit.  New  dif- 
fer! iions  arofe ;  each  of  the  parties  covered,  under  a  faftious  patrioiifm, 
the  moU  atrocious  defigns.  Ailairmalion  and  revolt  became  frec^iient. 
IVlaudnit,  a  French  ofhcer  of  rank,  loft  his  life  by  the  hands  of  hi; 
own  countrymen.  At  length  the  unfortunate  Oge,  a  planter  of  co- 
lour, who  had  exerted  himfelf  in  France  in  the  caufe  of  his  brt- 
fhren,  refolved  to  fupport  by  force  their  juft  prctenfions.  He  landetl 
in  the  Spanifli  territory  of  St.  Domingo,  where  he  aflembled  about 
fix  hundred  mulattoes.  Before  he  proceeded  to  hoftili ties  he  wrote  j 
to  the  French  general,  that  his  dcfire  was  for  peace,  provided  the  j 

lavi'3  were  enforced.    His  letter  was  abfurdly  confidered  as  a  dcclv 
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Wtion  of  War.  Being  attacked  and  vanquiflied,  lie  took  refuge 
amongil  the  Spaniards,  who  delivered  him  up  to  his  advcrfarics. 
The  horrois  of  his  death  were  the  harbingers  of  future  crimes. 
Thcfe  didurbances  ttill  incrcafing,  the  National  Aflembly  fuund  it 
neceflary  at  length  to  decide  between  the  contending  parties. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1791,  a  decree  was  made,  confifting  of  two 
articles,  by  the  firfl  of  which  the  Aflembly  confirmed  that  of  the 
12th  of  0»Stober,  fo  far  as  refpe£lcd  the  flaves  in  their  illands.  It  i^ 
true,  that  the  word  flave  was  cautioufly  omitted  in  this  document, 
and  they  are  only  charaftefifed  by  the  negative  defcriptlon  of  "  men 
not  free,"  as  if  right  and  wrorig  depended  on  a  play  of  words,  of 
a  mode  of  expreilion. 

This  part  of  the  decree  met  with  but  little  oppofition,  though  \i. 
pafled  not  without  fevere  reprehenfion  frortl  a  few  enlightened 
members.  The  fecond  article,  refpefting  the  people  of  colour,  was 
ftrongly  contefled :  thofe  who  were  befo'-e  known  by  the  appellation 
of  patriots  divided  upon  it.  It  was,  however,  determined  in  the  rc- 
fiilt,  that  the  people  of  colour,  born  of  free  parents,  fliould  be  con* 
fidered  as  a<5tive  citizens,  and  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  government 
in  the  iOands. 

This  fecond  article,  which  decided  upoft  a  right  that  tlie  people 
of  colour  had  been  entitled  to  for  upwards  of  a  century,  inffead  of 
reftoring  peace,  has  beefi  the  pretext  for  all  the  fubfeciuent  evils  thai 
the  colony  of  St.  Domingo  has  fuftaincd.  They  arofe  not  indeed 
from  its  execution,  but  from  its  counteraftion  by  the  white  colonifts. 
Had  they,  after  the  awful  warnings  they  had  already  experienced, 
f'beyed  the  ordinances  of  an  Aflembly  they  pretended  to  revere ;  had 
they  imbibed  one  drop  of  the  true  fpirit  of  that  con^-.tution  to 
which  they  had  avowed  an  inviolable  attachment;  had  they  even 
iiipprefll'd  the  dii^ates  of  piide  in  the  fuggefl:ions  of  prudence,  the 
norm  that  threatened  them  had  Ijcen  averted,  and  ia  their  obedience 
to  the  parent  flate  the}-  had  difplaycd  an  act  of  patriotifni,  and  pre- 
served themfelves  from  all  poflibility  of  danger. 

But  tlic  eqtializatJon  of  tl>e  people  of  colour  ftung  the  irritable 
acrves  of  the  white  colonifts.  7/r  itrrccudants  ofjlaves  may  lefe  thf 
rifentmcnti  of  their  fathers  ;  hut  the  hatred  of  a  defpot  is  hereditary. 
The  European  oiaxim  allows,  "  That  they  never  pardon  who  have 
done  the  wrong ;"  but  in  the  colonies  this  pefverfity  attains  a  more 
monllrous  growth,  and  the  averfion  to  African  blood  defcends  from 
Seaeraxi<3r>  to  generation.    No  fooner  had  the  decree  pafl*cd,  thaa  the 
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deputies  from  the  iflands  to  the  National  Aflcmhly  withdrew  their  at- 
teiuiance  :  the  colonial  committee,  always  under  the  influence  of  the 
planters,  fulpendcd  their  labours.  Its  arrival  in  the  ifland  ftruck  the 
whites  with  confternation  :  they  vowed  to  facrifice  their  lives  rather 
than  fuffcrthc  execution  of  the  decree.  Their  rage  originating  in  def- 
potifni  and  phrcnzy  cai  ried  them  fo  far  that  they  propofed  toimprifon 
the  French  nu.rchanta  then  in  the  ifland,  to  tear  down  the  national 
flag,  andhoift  x\\t  BrifiJIjJiafulardm  its  place,  whilft  the  joy  of  the 
nnilattoes  was  mingled  with  apprehenfions  and  with  fears.  St. 
Domingo  re-echoed  with  the  cries  of  the  whites,  with  their  me- 
naces and  blarphcmies  againfl:  the  conftitution.  A  motion  was  made 
in  the  Ilreets  to  fire  upon  the  people  of  colour,  who  fled  from  the 
city,  and  took  refuge  in  the  plantations  of  their  friends  and  in  the 
woods  :  they  were  at  length  recalled  by  proclamation  ;  but  it  was 
only  to  fvvear  fubordination  to  the  whites,  and  to  be  witneffes  of 
frefli  enormities.  Amidft  thefe  agitations  the  flaves  had  remained 
in  their  accuftomed  fubordination ;  nor  was  it  till  the  month  of 
Auguft,  1791,  that  the  fymptoins  of  the  infurretftion  appeared 
aniongfl:  them. 

A  confiderable  number,  both  of  whites  and  peop' .  of  colour,  bad 
loft  their  lives  in  thefe  commotions  before  the  ilaves  had  given  indi- 
cations of  difaifeftion ;  they  were  not,  however,  infenfible  of  the 
opportunities  of  revolt  afforded  by  the  difl!enfions  of  their  mailers ; 
they  had  learnt  that  no  alleviation  of  their  miferies  was  ever  to  be 
expected  from  Europe  ;  that  in  the  ftruggle  for  colonial  dominion, 
their  humble  intcrefts  had  been  equally  facrificed  or  foigotten  by  all 
parties.  They  felt  their  curb  relaxed  by  the  difarwiing  and  dilper* 
fion  of  their  mulatto  mjfters,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  keep 
them  under  rigorous  difcipline.  Hopelcfs  of  relief  from  any  quarter, 
they  rofe  in  different  parts,  and  fpread  defolation  over  the  ifland.  it 
the  cold  cruelties  of  defpotifm  have  no  bounds,  whatfliall  beexpei^tJ 
from  the  paroxyfms  of  defpair  ? 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1791,  a  convention  took  place,  whid' 
produced  the  agreement  called  the  Concordat,  by  which  the  white 
planters  flipulated,.  that  they  would  no  longer  oppofe  the  law  of  ttie 
15th  of  May,  which  gave  political  rights  to  the  people  of  colour. 
The  colonial  Afl'embly  even  promifed  to  meliorate  the  fituation  of  the 
people  of  colour,  born  of  parents  not  free,  and  to  whom  the  decree  of 
the  1 5th  of  May  did  not  extend.  An  union  was  formed  between  the 
planters,  which,  if  it  hadfocHjer  t^en  place,  had  prevented  theinfur- 
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rci^ion.    The  infurgcnts  were  every  where  clifpirited,  rcpiilfed,  and 
ilifpcrled  ;  and  the  colony  itfelf  preferved  from  total  deftru(5tion. 

By  n  decree  of  the  National  Aflenibiy,  the  24th  of  September,  the 
people  of  colour  were  virtually  excluded  from  all  right  of  colonial  ie- 
jillation,  and  exprefsly  placed  in  the  power  of  the  white  colonitls. 

If  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  could  inftigate  the  white  colonifla 
to  the  frantic  avTts  of  violence  before  dcfrribcd,  v^"i  fliall  we  fuppofc 
vvrre  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  colour  on  uiat  of  the  24tli  of  Sep- 
ttmbcr,  which  again  blafted  thofe  hopes  they  had  juftly  founded  011 
r'le  conftitutional  law  of  the  parent  ftate,  and  the  I'olcmn  ratification 
fif  the  white  colonifts  ?  No  fooner  was  it  known  in  the  iflands,  than 
\mc  liifl'enfions  which  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  had  for  a  while  ap- 
pcalid,  broke  out  with   frefli  violence.     The  apprehenfions  enter- 
lained  from  the  flaves  had  been  allayed  by  the  effects  of  tiie  Concor- 
(Int;  but  the  whites  no  iboner  found  themfelves  relieved  from  the 
'i;iT»rs  of  immediate  definition,  than  they  availed  thamfelves  of  the 
decree  of  the  24th  of  September ;  they  formally  revoked  the  Concor- 
dat, and  treacheroufly  refufed  to  comply  with  an  engagement  to 
viiich  they  owed  their  very  exiftcnce.   The  people  of  colour  were  ia 
ar.T.s;  they  attacked  the  whites  in  thelbuthern  provinces ;  they  pof- 
f.lied  themfelves  of  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  defeated  their  opponents  in 
feveral  engagements.     A  powerful  body  furrounded  Port  au  Prince, 
till;  capital  of  the  illand,  and  claimed  the  execution  of  the  Concordat. 
At  three  different  times  did  the  whites  allent  to  the  requifition,  and  as 
rttcii  broke  their  engagement.     Gratified  with  the  predilection  for 
iT.omuchy  and  arifttxrracy,  which  the  Conflituent  Aflembly  had  in  its 
dotage  avowed,  they  affcfted  the  appellation  of  patriots,  and  had  the 
Jdref>  to  transfer  the  popular  odium  to  the  people  of  colour,  who 
fftre   contending  for  their  indispui  able   Ricars,    and  to  the 
[;e\v  white  colonifls  who  had  virtue  enough  to  elpont'e  their  caufe. 
Tiidcr  this  pretext,  the  municipality  of  Port  au  Prince  required  M. 
Idrirnoard,  the  captain  of  the  Boreas,  a  French  line  of  battle  fliip,  to 
briag  his  guns  to  bear  upon,  and  to  cannonade  the  people  of  colour 
Ulmbled  near  the  town:  he  at  firfl refufed,  but  the  crew,  deluded 
Iby  the  cry  of  patriotifm,  enforced  his  compliance.     No  fooner  was 
lihis  mcafure  adopted,  than  the  people  of  colour  gave  a  lool'e  to  their 
jiiidigiiation  ;  they  fpiead  over  the  country,  and  fet  fire  indifcrimi- 
liately  to  all  the  plantations ;  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  of  Port  au 
|Priuce  foon  after  fliared  the  fame  fate.     Nothing  feemed  to  remain  for 
Sie  wl\ite  inhabitants  but  to  leek  their  fafcty  in  quitting  the  colony. 
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Ill  tlie  ni)riheni  parts  ilie  people  of  colour  adopted  a  more  magna, 
niiuous  and  perhaps  a  more  prudent  oondu(^.  *'  They  be{;nn,"  f,ivi 
JMr.  V'erniaud,  '*  by  oftering  their  blood  to  the  whites.  "  Wc  fliall 
wait,'*  laid  they,  "  till  wc  have  laved  you,  before  we  aflert  our  own 
claims."  They  accordingly  oppoi'ed  themfclves  to  the  revolted  ne- 
groes with  unexunpled  courage,  and  endeavoured  to  I'oothe  them  bv 
attending  to  their  real'onable  requilitions. 

After  this  recital  of  authentic  and  indifputable  fatSls,  it  is  not  tlif- 
ficuli  to  trace  the  caufcs  of  the  infurredion.    The  etfefts  ;ve  leave  tn 
be  defcribed  by  the  profeflod  hiftorian  ;  but  the  prudent  meafurcsof 
the  French  government  we  flatter  ourfelves  will  ultimately  liicceed  in 
extcMding  j)eacc  ami  liberty  to  every  inhabitant  of  this,  and  all  the 
other  illands  under  their  d(jminic)n  ;    and  may  the  godlike  plan  for  1 
the  liberation  and  happinefi  of  rhc  At'rican,  be  fpeedily  imitated  bvj 
tliole  governments  in  Europe  who  have  not  had  lulhcient  virtue  to  fcti 
the  example.* 

•■•■  In  this  acTovint  of  t'.ic  French  U'l'l  India  iflanJs  it  will  no  doubt  be  icmarlcffJ 
thut  wc  luvc  taUrn  no  notice  of  the  conquiO  of  Ionic  of  them  by  Grcat-Britnm  iliiripjl 
thepreCciit  w.ir.  The  very  great  prohaliility  that  they  will  foon  acknowledge  their  Id-.r 
mcT  dcpcnd-^ncy  on  France,  .nd  peihnps  join  in  extending  l»cr  viftories  over  fomcot  i^» 
Britifji  Kbn^ts,  ninl^  be  oi^r  cxciifo  ;  but  if  this  is  not  deemed  fullicient,  we  havtopiij 
10  icnnrk,  tint  the  common  practice  of  fiit rcndoi hig,  ab  the  jirlcc  of  p=;.a;,  wliat  tii 
been  purt'.ialcil  J'.niu;^  a  wnr  Iiv  .1  torr?nt  of  human  blood,  render  it  impjli.Iilc  cofJ 
"what  wi'i!,  '.ii  I  :'.-vv  ^n'^n:hJ,  I.c1o;k'  to  Enjiland  or  Franc. 
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St.  EUSTATIUS, 

jITUATED  in  17''  29'  north  latitude,  and  63''  10'  weft  longitude^ 

d three  leagues  iiorth-ueft  of  St.  Chriilopher's,  is  only  a  moun« 

111,  about  twenty-nine  miles  in  compafs,  riling  cut  of  the  fea  like 

13  pyramid,  and  aliiK)ft  round.    But  though  fo  linall  and  inconveni- 

tly  laid  out  by  nature,  the  induftry  of  the  Dutch  have  made  it 

:o  turn  to  very  good  account ;  and  it  is  faid  to  contain  five  thoufand 

liitcs,  and  fifteen  thoufano  negroes.    The  fides  of  the  mountains 

c  laid  out  iu  very  pretty  fettlements,  but  they  have  neitlier  fprings 

lor  rivers.      I'bey  raile  here  fugar  and  tobacco ;  and  this  ifland,  as 

ell  as  CuraiFou,  is  engaged  in  the  Spanifli  contraband  trade,  for 

however,  it  is  not  fo  well  fituatcd  ;  and  it  has  drawn  the  fame 

vantage  from  its  conftant  neutrality.     But  when  hoftilities  were 

iramenced  by  Great-Britain  againft  Holland,  Admiral  Rodney  was 

with  a  confiderable  land  and  fea  force  againft  St.  Euftatiuf, 

lich,  being  incapable  of  any  defence,  furrendered  at  difcretion,  on 

of  February,  1781.    The  private  property  of  the  inhabitants  was 

tifcated,  with  a  degree  of  rigour  very  uncommon  among  civilized 

ions,  and  very  inconfiflent  with  the  humanity  and  generofity  by 

the  Englifti  nation  ufed  to  be  charafterifed.     The  reafon  af- 

ed  was,   that  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Euftatius   had  afliftcd  the 

ited  States  with  naval  and  other  ftores.    But  on  the  27th  of  No- 

ber,  the  fame  year,  St.  Euflatius  was  retaken  by  the  French, 

r  the  command  of  the  Marquis  dc  Bouille,    though    their 

confiftcd  of  only  three  frigates,  feme  fmall  craft,  and  about 

hundred  men. 
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CURASSOU. 

This  iflaml  is  fituatcd  in  twelve  dc^M'fcs  noitli  Intitinlr,  iinf  r' 
ten  lc3t;Mes  from  the  continent  of  Fen  ;i  Mriiin,  is  thirty  mile.  \\n.;, 
and  ten  Inoad.     It  I'cems  as  if"  it  were  fated,  that  the  iuijuiuiity  .ml 
patience  of  the  II<;Ilanders  ni()\ild  cvciy  whciv,  Ixith  i'l  I'lnopc  ;;nl 
America,  l)c  cmph)yed  in  rij;tuing  againll  an  nnli  icnuly  natiiif  ;  t^ 
tlic  ifland  is  not  only  barren,  and  dependent  on  tho  rains  for  its  wau:, 
but  the  liarbour  is  naturally  one  of  the  '.vorll  in  America  ;  yet  th. 
Dntch  have  entirely  remedied  that  defect  ;  thoy  have  ii|)on  this!,,!. 
bour  one  of  the  largelt  and  by  far  the  moft  elegant  and   diany 
towns  in  the  Well-Indies.     The  public  bnildings  arc  numerous  ;.ik' 
handfotnc  ;    the  private  houfes  conniiodious ;    and  the   nKiga/ino 
large,  convenient,  and  well  filled.     All  kind  of  labour  iihercp^.- 
formed  by  engines ;  fomc  of  them  fo  well  contrived,  that  lliipi  uicv 
once  lifted  into  the  dock. 

Though  this  ifland  is  naturally  barren,  the  indultry  of  the  Dui ; 
has  brought  it  to  produce  a  confiderabie  quantity  both  of  tobacco 
and  fugar ;  it  has,  befides,  good  fait  works,  for  the  p-odiicc  if 
which  there  is  a  brifk  demand  from  the  tnglifli  iflands,  an  1  the  coin- 
rics  on  the  ^vjntinent.  But  what  renders  this  illand  of  mo(t  advantaiji 
to  the  Dutch,  is  the  contraband  trade  which  is  carried  on  between  th 
inhabitants  and  the  Spaniards,  and  their  harbour  being  the  rentlw- 
vous  to  all  nations  in  time  of  war. 

The  Dutch  fliips  from  Europe  tonch  at  this  ifland  for  intelligcrAf, 
or  pilots,  and  then  proceed  to  the  Spanifh  coalh  for  trade,  uiiui 
they  force  with  a  ftrong  hand,  it  being  very  diflicult  tor  the  Sp.nifi 
guarda  coftas  to  take  thefc  vefll'ls ;  for  they  are  not  only  ftont  lip' 
with  a  number  of  guns,  but  are  manned  with  large  crews  of  chcleiij 
feamen,  deeply  interefted  in  the  fafety  of  the  veifel  and  the  fiicceisciB  ^ 
the  voyage.    They  have  each  a  fliare  in  thecargo,  of  a  value  pr«  ^, 
portioned  to  the  fl:aiion  of  the  owner,  fupplied  by  the  meicli,ii!!«      '     1 
Upon  credit,  and  at  prime  coft.     This  animates  them  wiih  nn  !':■  ^^  .       , 
common  courage,  and  rhey  fight  bravely,  becaufe  every  man  tii,'i:p 
in  defence  of  his  own  property.     Belides  this,  there  is  a  conilaniil 
tercouife  bt^twecn  this  ifland  and  the  Spanifli  continent. 

Cur.^iTou  has  numerous  warthoufes.  always  full  of  the  conin»'l 
ties  of  Europe  and  the  Eaft-lndies.  H'jre  are  all  ibrts  of  woo.lenaij 
linen  cloth,  laces,  filks,  ribands,  iron  utcnfils,  naval  and  niiliti 
Hoics,  brandy,  the  fpices  of  the  Moluccas,  and  the  caiigoes  ot'fc   y^^^  j 
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<iia,  white  and  painted.  Hither  the  Dutch  Weft-Indin,  which  is  aI(o 
ihu'ir  African  Company,  aiinuai  y  bring  three  or  four  cargoes  of 
flaves ;  and  to  this  mart  the  Spaniaids  tlicnil'elvcs  come  in  fmall  vcf- 
fcls,  anJ  carry  off  not  only  the  bcft  of  the  neiiroes,  at  a  very  higli 
piicc,  but  grcar  quantities  of  all  the  above  foits  of  goods  ;  and  tlie 
feller  has  this  a  Vnnta^e,  that  die  refuf'e  of  warehoulcs  and  menders* 
fliops,  and  cv.ry  thing  that  is  grown  unfafliionable  and  iinfi^ieablc  in 
r.uropf,  f/)  ort'hcrccxtieiiie'y  well ;  ev^cry  thing  being  i'ufliricntiy  re- 
commended by  its  being  Luiopcan.  The  Spaniards  pay  in  gold  and 
(ilvei,  .coinofi  or  in  bars,  cncoa,  vanilla,  jefuits  bark,  cochineal,  and 
other  vahiable  conimotlitios. 

The  trade  of  Curaflt)u,  even  in  times  of  peace,  is  And  to  be  an- 
nually worth  to  the  Dutch  no  lefs  than  live  hundred  thouland  pounds ; 
but  in  time  of  war  the  profit  is  flill  greater,  for  then  it  becomes  the 
Common  emporium  of  the  Weft- Indies ;  it  aflbrds  a  retreat  to  fliips 
of  ail  nations,  and  at  the  fame  time  refules  none  of  them  arms  and 
anununition  to  deftroy  one  another.  The  intcrcourle  with  Spain 
being  then  interrupted,  the  Spanifti  colonies  have  fcarccly  any  other 
niaiket  from  wlience  they  can  be  well  fupplied  either  with  flaves  or 
goods.  Tiie  French  come  hither  to  buy  the  beef,  pork,  corn,  flour, 
and  lumber,  which  are  brought  from  the  continent  of  North- Ame- 
rica, or  exported  from  Irehind  ,  fo  that  whether  in  peace  or  in  war, 
the  trade  of  this  ifland  flouriflies  extremely. 

The  trade  of  all  the  Dutch  American  fettlcments  was  originally 
carried  on  by  the  Weft-India  Company  alone  ;  at  prefenr,  fuch  fliii)3 
as  go  upon  that  trade,  pay  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  their  licenfcs ; 
the  company,  however,  referve  to  themfelves  the  whole  of  what  is 
•arriedon  between  Africa  and  the  American  iflands. 

The  other  iflands,  Bonaire  and  Aruba,  are  inconfiderable  in  them* 
felves,  and  fliould  be  regarded  as  appendages  to  CurafPou,  for  which 
they  are  chiefly  employed  in  raifing  cattle  and  other  provifions. 

The  ifland  of  Saba,  Htuated  at  no  great  diflance  from  St.  Ev^fiatius, 
is  fmall  and  hardly  defcrv^s  to  be  mentioned. 
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St.     THOMAS, 


,.N  inconfiderable  member  of  the  Caribbees,  fituatcd  in  fixtyr 
four  degrees  weft  longitude,  and  eighteen  degrees  north  latitude, 
about  Rfteen  miles  in  circumference,  and  has  a  fafe  and  commodious 
harbour. 

St.  CROiX,  OR  SANTA  CRUZ. 

Another  fmall  and  unhealthy  ifland,  lying  about  five  leagues  eaft 
of  St.  Thomas,  ten  or  twelve  leagues  in  length,  and  three  or  four 
where  it  is  broadefl.    Thefe  iflands,  fo  long  as   they  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Danifti  Weft-India  Company,  were  ill  managed, 
and  of  little  confequence  to  the  D^nes ;    but  that  wife  and  bene* 
volent  prince,  the  late  king  of  Denmark,  bought  up  the  company's 
llock,  and  laid  the  trade  open  ;  and  fince  that  time  the  idandof  St.  j 
Thomas,  as  well  as  this,  has  been  fo  greatly  improved,  that  it  is  faid 
to  produce  upwards  of  three  thoufand  hogflieads  of  fugar,  of  one  tlioii- 
fand  wcfght  each,  and  other  of  the  Weft-India  commodities  in  tolerable! 
plenty.    In  time  of  war,  privateers  bring  in  their  prizes  here  fori 
fale .{  and  a  great  many  veffels  trade  from  hence  along  the  SpaniftI 
main,  and  return  with  money  in  fpecie  or  bars,  and  valuable  mer- 
chandife.    As  for  Saiua  Cruz,   from  a  perfect  defert  a  few  year^ 
fince,  it  is  beginning  to  fettle  faft  ;  feveral  perfons  from  the  Engli 
iflands,  fome  of  them  of  great  wealth,  have  gone  to  fettle  thtre,  ann 
^lave  received  ver}^  great  encouragement  to  do  fo. 
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The  Dutch  and  thi  Danes  hardly  deferve  to  be  mentione<i  among 
the  ptoprietors  of  America;  tlfcir  pofleffions  there  are  compara- 
tively nothing.  But  notwithftanding  they  appear  extremely  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  thefe  powers,  as  the  fliare  of  the  Dutch  ody  w 
worth  to  them  at  lead  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 


If 


1  ' ;    i''i-     I 


iflplLii, 


Una 


IflSTORY 


I 


ii 


I 


\  iit,  1 


(    332    ) 


HISTORY    OF 


.■:i<!  Ao, 


Jl'' 


AMERICAN    QUADRUPEDS. 
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N  a  former  part  of  this  work  *  we  have  had  occafion  to  offer 
fame  oblervatrofts  on  the  animals  of  America;  by  that  account, 
for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  Abbe  Clavigero,  M.  Bufton,  and 
the  ingenious  Mr.  Jeiierfon,  it  appears,  that  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica contains  nearly  one-half  of  the  known  fpccies  of  quadruped?, 
Tome  of  them  common  to  Xojlh-Amcricaj  and  to  the  European 
and  Afiatic  parts  of  the  eall'ern  continent,  and  others  peculiar 
to  America :  of  thefe  the  greater  part  have  not  been  accu- 
rately examined :  it  hou'ever  appears,  that  thofe  common  to  both 
continents  are  fuch  as  may  be  fuppofcd  to  have  migrated  from  one  to 
the  other.  Comparing  individuals  of  the  fame  fpecics  inhabiting 
the  different  continents,  lome  are  found  perfectly  fimilar ;  between 
others  there  is  often  found  fome  trivial  di'fterence  in  fize,  colour,  or 
other  circumftances ;  in  Ibme  inflanccs  the  European  animal  is  larger 
than  the  American,  in  others  the  reverfe  is  true.  A  fimilar  variety 
is  often  found  among  the  fame  fpecres  in  different  parts  of  the  fame 
continent ;  this  evidently  arifes  from  the  temperature  of  the  climate, 
quantity  of  food  furuiihed  in  the  parts  they  inhabit,  and  the  degree 
<jf  fafety  and  quiet  potlcflcd  ;  the  latter  eWcA  is  evident  on  thofe  ani- 
mals hunted  for  their  flefli  or  fur,  fuch  as  the  moofe  deer,  beaver, 
&:c,  which  have  gradually  diminiflK-d  in  their  fize  wherever  they 
have  thxis  been  diiturbed  ;  but  ?«  we  have  neither  a  complete  de- 
iicription  nor  complete  catalogue  extant,  we  are  not  warranted  in 
making  many  obfervations.  It  is  very  probable,  that  many  of  the 
American  (juadrupeds  are  itill  utterly  unknown,  and  others  known 
only  by  common  report  fi  om  hunters  and  others^  and  the  informa- 
tion, therefore,  to  be  r';cei\cd  with  cauJion  ;  from  this  latter  cauie  I 
has  fprtrng  that  multiplication  and  mifapplication  of  names,  «>hich 
has  produced  iiumberlefs  contradictions  in  the  diff«rent  writera  en 
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this  fubje£t.  Our  account  will  be  little  more  than  a  catalogue,  with 
a  few  remarks  on  thofe  in  particular  which  conllitute  that  inipdirant 
Uranch  of  commerce,  the  fur  trade,  or  are  in  other  reipedts  peculi- 
arly ul'cful  or  curious. 

ThtLama. — The  lama  is  the  camel  of  Peru  and  Chili ;  and,  before 
the  conqueft  of  thofe  countries  by  the  Spaniards,  was  the  only  bcalt 
of  burden  known  to  the  Indians  ;  its  difpolition  is  mild,  gentlcj 
and  tractable. 

Before  the  introtluftion  of  mules,  thefe  animals  were  ufed  by  the 

natives  to  plough  the  land,  and  now  ferve  to  carry  burdens.    They 

march  flowly,  and  feldom  accoinplifii  journics  of  more  than  four  or 

five  leagues  a  day  ;  but  what  thfey  want  in  fpced  is  made  up  by  per- 

feverance  and  induftry.     They  travel  long  journies  in  countries  im- 

paflable  to  moft  other  animals,  are  very  fu re-footed,  and  are  much 

employed  in  tranfporting  the  rich  ores,  dug  out  of  tl.e  mines  of 

Potofi,  oVer  the  rugged  hills  and  narrow  paths  of  the  Andes.   They 

lie  down  to  be  loaded,  and,  when  weary,  no  blows  can  excite  thejn 

to  qviicken  tiieir  pace.    They  neither  defend  themfelves  with  their 

feet  nor  their  teeth  ;  when  angry,  they  have  no  other  method  of 

revenging  injuries  but  by  fpitting  ;  they  can  throw  oiit  their  fali\  st 

to  the  diftance  of  tc:    c?,res  ;  and  if  it  fall  on  the  (kin,  it  raifes  art 

Itching,    accompanie       itii  a  flight   inflammation.     Their  fltfli  is 

eaten,  and  faid  to  be  as  good  as  mutton  j  and  of  the  hair  of  the  wild 

fort  the  Indians  make  cloth* 

Like  ttic  Camel,  they  have  the  faculty  of  abftaining  long  front 
water,  and,  like  that  animal,  their  food  is  coarfe  and  trifling ;  they 
are  neither  allowed  corn  nor  hay,  green  heihuge,  of  whi'^h  they  eat 
very  modciately,-  being  fuflicient  tor  their  nourifliment. 

The  wild  lamas,  tailed  g.ianacos,  are  flronger  and  inore  adive 
than  the  domeftic  kind ;  they  live  in  herds,  and  iiihabit  the  highefl 
regions  of  the  Cordelieres,  and  they  ruji  with  great  fwiitncls  in 
places  of  diflicu't  accefs,  where  dogs  cannot  eaflly  follow  them. 

The  lama  refcmbles  the  camel  in  the  form  of  its  body,  but  isi 
without  the  dorfal  hunch;  its  head  is  fma!l  and  well  fliapcd,  its 
neck  long,  and  very  protuberant  near  its  jumlion  with  the  body  ;  in 
its  domeftic  flate  its  iiair  is  ft>ort  and  iniuotli,  wIkm  wild  it  is  coarfe 
aiid  long,  of  a  yellowifli  colour  j  a  black  line  runs  along  the  top  of 
ttie  back,  from  the  head  to  the  tail.  The  tames  ones  vary  in  co- 
1-urj  lome  of  them  are  wliite,  others  black,  othe:s  of  a  mixed  co-- 
I  lwr~whlte,  grey  and  rufllt,  difjperled  in  fpots  ;  its  tali  is  fliort,  its 

ears 


M   1 


i  J 


IH-; ' 


\%\ 


i'i 


v,i 


'=1 


i: 


.il^' 

1 

354 


General  descriptioi^ 


If 


'ears  are  four  inches  long,  its  feet  are  cloven  likp  thofe  of  the  oxj 
and  are  armed  bthind  with  a  fpur,  by  v^ivrh  the  aHimal  is  enabled 
to  fiipport  itfelf  on  nigged  and  difficult  ground.  The  height  of  the 
laiiift  is  about  Imir  feet^  and  its  length,  fronn  the  neck  to  the  tail,  fix 
feet. 

Tapllr. — The  tapiir  if?  the  hippopotamus  of  the  new  world,  and  lias 
by  fome  authors  betn  miftaken  for  that  animal ;  it  inhabits  the  woods 
and  irivcis  0:1  the  >fa{lerri  fide  of  South-America,  from  the  ifthmii* 
of  Darien  to  the  river  of  the  Amazons.  It  is  a  lolitary  animal,  fleepi 
during  the  day,  and  goes  out  in  the  night  in  fearch  of  food;  lives 
<m  grai's,  f  igar-canes  and  fruits.  If  difturbed  it  takes  to  the  water, 
Fwinis  with  great  cafe,  or  plunges  to  the  bottom,  and,  like  the  hip. 
popotamu5,  walks  :herc  as  on  dry  ground. 

It  is  about  ihe  fi/je  or  a  fmall  cow,  its  nofc  is  long  and  flender, 
and  extentis  far  beyond  the  lower  jaw,  forming  a  kind  of  probofcis, 
tvhich  it  can  contraft  or  extend  at  pleafure ;  each  javv  is  furnifhed 
ivith  tea  cutting  teeth,  and  as  many  grinders ;  its  ears  are  fmall  and 
tretfl ;  its  body  formtd  like  that  of  a  hog ;  its  back  arched ;  legi 
'Piort ;  and  hoot's,  of  wliich  it  has  four  upon  each  foot,  fmall,  black 
Snd  hollow  ;  its  tail  is  very  fmall ;  its  hair  Hiort,  and  of  a  dulky 
brown  colour.  It  is  mild  and  inoffenlive,  avbids  all  hoflilities  witli 
other  anihials,  and  flies  from  every  appearance  of  danger.  Its  (kin, 
of  which  the  Indians  make  bucklers,  is  very  thick  ;  and  when  driedj 
is  fo  hard  as  to  refift  the  impreffion  of  an  arrow.  The  natives  eat 
its  flefh,  v/hich  is  faid  to  be  very  good. 

ANIMALS   OF    THE    (OX    KIND. 

Of  this  genus,  different  writers  have  given  an  accoilht  of  thitc  I 
diftinft  fpecies  in  America  befides  the  common  domefticated  animal,  I 
Viz.  the  BUFFALO,  the  miisk,  and  the  BisoNi  though  it  is  doubtful 
Whether  the  former  of  thefe  is  any  other  th<tn  the  bifon.  and  whether 
the  variation  between  the  neat  cattle  and  the  bifon  is  ahy  thibg  mbre 
than  the  effeft  of  ildmeHication ;  we  fliall,  howeverj  defcribe  caclv| 
of  them. 

Buffalo. — Though  there  is  the  mod  flriking  referilblancf  between] 
this  animal  and  the  common  ox,  both  in  regard  to  form  and  nature, 
their  habits  and  ptopenfities  being  nearly  fimilar,  are  both  equallyj 
fubmilfive  to  the  yoke,  and  may  be  employed  in  the  fame  dorasfticj 
fervices ;  yet  it  is  certain,  from  experience,  that  no  two  animals  can,| 
\xi icalitvj  be  mole  diflintl :  the  cow  refufes  to  breed  with  thebuffalo,j 
2  while! 
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while  it  is  known  to  propagate  with  the  bilbn,  ^o  which  '\t  bears,  114 
point  of  form,  a  much  more  diftant  fimilitude, 

Mr.  Umphrevillc,  who  ftates  this  animal  to  be  a  native  of  Hud. 
fon's  bgy,  gives  the  following  account  of  tlic  manner  in  wliich  th« 
Indians  take  it:  "  The  Indians  have  various  ways  of  killing  the 
buffalo;  one  of  which  is  by  cautloully  approaching  them,  when  feed- 
ing.   The  hunter,  upon  this  occafipn,  lies  on  his  belly,  and  wiU 
fometimes  fire  his  gun  forty  or  fifty  times  without  railing  the  herd. 
They  alfo  purfue  them  on  horfcback,  and  flioot  them  with  arrows 
and  guns.     But  the  means  by  which  the  grentcft  n^nlbers  are  taken 
is  by  making  a  pound,  which  is  conftruftcd  in  the  following  manner : 
— ♦'  They  are  either  of  a  circular  or  Iquare  form,  and  differ  accordr- 
ing  to  the  manner  of  the  nation  by  whom  they  .are  made.     The 
fijuare  ones  are  compofed  rf  trees  laid  on  one  another,  to  the  heiglit 
of  about  five  feet,  and  about  fifty  on  each  fide  of  the  fjuare.     On 
that  fide  at  which  the  animals  are  intended  to  enter  a  quantity  of  earth 
is  laid,  to  the  height  of,  the  conftruftion,  fo  as  to  form  a  hill  of  aq 
«afy  afcent  of  about  twenty  feet.     This  done,  a  number  rf  branches 
of  trees  are  placed,  from  each  fide  of  the  front,  in  a  ftrait  line  from 
the  raifed  hill,  for  about  one  hundred  feet  In  length,  continually  in- 
creafing  in  width,  fo  that  though  the  inward  ends  of  thefe  lines  of 
branches  are  no  more  than  fifty  feet  afuiuler,  the  exterior  eiul. will 
exceed  two  hundred  feet.     After  this,  a  number  of  poles,  nearly 
fifteen  feet  long  each,  are  placed  at  about  twelve  feet  diftance  froni 
each  other,  with  a  piece  of  buffalo  dung  on  the  top,  and  in  a  ftrait 
line  from  the  boughs  above  mentioned.     At  the  foot  of  each  pole  a 
man  lies  concealed  in  a  buffalo  ikin,  to  keep  the  animals  in  a  ftrait 
direftion  to  the  pound.     Thefe  poles  are  placed  ahke  on  each  fide^ 
always  increafing  in  breadth  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  and  dccreaf- 
ing  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  animals  approach  the  pound,  pvery 
preparation  being  nov/  made,  threp  or  four  men  fet  off  on  foot  to 
find  a  herd  of  cows,  for  the  bulls  they  think  not  worth  their  trouble  ; 
thefe  they  drive  eafily  along,  till  they  arrive  within  tlie  vicinity  ol 
the  pound,  when  one  man  is  difpatched  to  give  notice  to  the  other 
Indians,  who  immediately  aifemble  pn  horfcback  on  each  fide  the 
herd,  keeping  a  proper  diftance,  for  fear  of  frightening  the  ani- 
nials.  By  this  means  they  are  conducted  within  the  extc-'ior  line  of 
poles.    It  frequently  happens  that  they  will  endeavour  to  go  out ;  to'' 
"  '   als  can,B  P^^^^ent  which,  the  men  who  are  placed  at  the  foot  of  each  pole  fliake 
h  buffalOiB  ^^^  ^^'^^»  w^'!^^  drives  the  h«rd  to  the  oppofite  fide,  wdyire  the 
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others  do  tbe  fame  j  (o  that  at  laft  they  arrive  at  the  pound,  and  full 
in  headlong  one  upon  another,  fome  breaking  their  necks,  backs 
&c.  And  now  the  confufion  becomes  fo  great  within,  that  thoiigh 
the  height  of  the  building  fliaU'not  exceed  five  fectj  none  will  make 
their  efcnpe.  To  elucidate  this  defcription  of  the  buffalo  pound,  we 
Jiave  annexed  a  reprei'entation, 

3fit/c,—The  mufj?  bull  inhabits  the  interior  parts  of  North- America, 
pnthe  weft  fide  of  Hndfon's  bay,  between  Churchill  and  Seal  rivers. 
They  are  very  numerous  in  thofe  parts,  and  live  in  herds  of  twenty 
or  thirty.  The  Indians  eat  their  flelh,  and  make  coverings  of  their 
Ikin..  They  are  brought  down  in  fledges  to  fupply  the  forts  during 
the  winter.  Notwithftanding  the  flefh  is  faid  to  have  a  flrong  flavour 
of  mufk,  it  is  reckoned  very  good  and  wholefome. 

It  is  fomcwhat  lower  than  a  deer,  but  more  bulky ;  its  legs  are 
fliort,  and  it  has  a  fmall  hump  on  its  flioulder ;  its  hair  is  of  a  dufty 
red  colour,  very  fine,  and  fo  long  as  to  reach  to  the  ground :  be- 
iicath  the  hair  its  body  is  covered  with  wool  of  an  afli  colour,  which 
is  exquifitely  fine,  and  might  be  converted  into  various  articles  of 
Tiieful  manufadure — Mr,  Jereiiiie  fays,  that  {lockings  made  of  it  are 
finer  than  filk  ;  its  tail  is  only  three  inches  long,  and  is  covered  with 
long  hairs,  of  which  the  Eliquimaux  Indians  make  c;jps,  which  are 
fo  contrived,  that  the  long  hair,  falling  round  their  faces,  defends 
them  from  the  bites  of  the  mufquitoes.     Its  horns  are  clofe  at  the 
bafe,  and  bend  downwards,  turning  out  at  the  points;  they  are  two 
feet  long,  and  two  feet  round  at  the  bafe  j  fome  of  them  will  weigh 
fixty  pounds. 

Thefe  animals  delight  chiefly  in  rocky  and  mountaincjs  '•ountries; 
they  run  nimbly,  and  are  very  a(ftive  in  climbing  fteep  afcents. 

J^ifon. — This  animal,  often  called,  though  improperly,  the  huffalo,  is 
by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  fpecies  as  the  common  domefticatcd 
animal,  Compared  with  the  neat  cattle,  however,  the  bifon  is  con- 
fiderably  larger,  efpecially  about  the  fore  parts  of  his  body.  On  his 
ilioulders  arifes  Ji  large  fleihy  or  grifly  fubftance,  which  extwds 
along  the  back.  The  hair  on  his  head,  neck  and  ilioulders,  is  long 
and  woolly,  and  all  of  it  is  fit  to  be  fpun  or  wrought  into  hats. 
Calves  from  the  domcflic  cow  and  wild  bull  are  fometimes  raifed ; 
bnt  when  they  grow  up,  they  becp?ne  fp  wild  that  no  common  fence 
will  coofine  them. 

Thefe  animals  were  once  exceedingly  numerous  in  tbe  weftern 
parts  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania ;  and  fo  late  as  the  year  1766, 
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herds  of  four  hundred  were  frequently  feen  in  Kentucky,  and  from 
thence  to  the  MUFiffippi :  they  are  likewife  comnnon  in  feme  parts  of 
Hudfon's  bay. 

ANIMALS   OF    tHE    DEER   KIND. 

Of  this  genus  the  American  forefts  abound  with  almnfl:  all  the  va- 
rieties known,  and  in  the  greatcft  plenty  ;  to  elucidate  this  faft,  we 
have  only  to  conlider  the  vaft  quantities  of  their  Ikins  annually  im- 
ported into  Europe:  it  will,  however,  be  unneceflliry  to  defcrihe  the 
varieties  of  the  difterent  fpccics ;  we  (hall,  therefore,  only  notice  a 
fcvof  the  mod  particular. 

Great  Star  J  or  round  horned  Ell- . —  '^f  «  iuimal  there  never  1< 
vet  been  a  good  defcription  ;  the  fi^v.  we  i.„.e  given  of  it  in  tlic 
preceding  plate  is  from  a  reprefeiitation  profeflecl  to  be  taken  from 
a  living  one  brought  from  the  interior  of  North- America :  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  drawn  at  the  time  it  had  (lied  its  horns,  and  at 
about  five  years  old  ;  it  is  however  aiTerted,  that  it  does  not  attain 
its  full  growth  under  twenty  years.  The  defcription  given  of  the 
sbove  is  as  follows : 

At  the  age  of  five  years,  the  length  of  this  creature  was  nine  fcer, 
from  the  end  of  the  mxizzlc  to  the  infertion  of  the  tail,  the  head  and 
reck  being  extended  in  a  line  with  thf  body  ;  its  height  at  the 
ilioulder  was  four  feet  fix  inches ;  length  of  the  head  one  foot  fix 
inches ;  breadth  over  the  forehead  feven  inches ;  length  of  the  fore 
lejrs  two  feet  five  inches ;  length  of  the  neck  two  feet  fix  ;  its  ears 
nine  inches ;  and  tail  three.  Its  horns,  which  it  had  juft  flied,  are  , 
not  palmated  like  thofe  of  the  moofe ;  they  are  large,  and,  when 
full  grown,  meafure  above  fix  feet  from  tip  to  tip.  The  antlers  are 
round  and  pointed  at  the  ends ,  the  lowcni-iofl  aiuler  forms  a  curve 
nward  oVer  each  eye,  to  which  it  appears  a  defence.  Its  hair 
'^ss  long,  of  a  dark  dun  colour  on  the  back  and  lides ;  on  the  head 
2nd  legs  dark  brown  ;  its  eyes  full  and  lively  ;  and  below  each  eye 
tee  is  a  deep  flit,  about  two  inches  in  length,  tlie  ufe  of  which  we 
M  unable  to  difcover. 

It  was  very  lively  and  aftivc,   of  great  flrength  of  body  and 

Pbs ;  its  hoofs  fliort,  and  like  thofe  of  a  calf;  the  divifion  betv/ecii 

ibem  is  lefs  than  in  thofe  of  the  rein-deer,  and,  when  the  animal  is 

11  motion,  they  do  not  make  a  rattling  noife  :  it  has  no  mane,  but  the 

ir  under  its  neck  is  longer  than  that  on  any  other  part  of  the  body." 

Vol.  IV.  X  x  Mcofe. 
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Moo/e.—Oi  thefe  there  arc  two  kinds,  the  black  and  the  grcv. 
The  black  are  faid  to  have  been  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  high ;  at 
prefent  they  are  very  rarely  feen.  The  grey  moofc  are  generally  as 
tall  as  a  horfe,  and  fome  are  much  taller ;  both  have  fpreading  pal- 
mated  horns,  weighing  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds ;  thefe  are  flieci 
annually,  in  the  month  of  February.  They  never  run,  but  trot 
with  amazing  fpced.  In  fummer  they  feed  on  wild  gralTes,  and  thf 
leaves  of  the  moft  mucilaginous  flirubs.  In  winter  they  form  herds; 
and  when  the  fnow  falls,  by  moving  coiiftantly  in  a  fmall  circle, 
they  tread  the  fnow  hard,  and  form  what  is  called  a  pen.  While  the 
fnow  is  deep,  and  will  not  bear  them,  they  are  confined  within  this 
pen,  and  eat  all  the  bark  and  twigs  within  their  reach.  They  are 
confidercd  as  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  the  elk  of  :he  eaftern  conti- 
nent. They  are  found  in  New-England,  Canada,  Hudfon's  bay, 
NovaScotia,  and  on  the  northern  parts  of  the  Ohio. 

Caribou,   or  Rein  Deer. — This    animal    is   diftinguiflied  by  its 
branching  palmated  horns,  with  brow  antlers.     From  the  tcndoiii 
of  this  animal,  as  well  as  of  the  moofe,  the  aboriginal  natives  made 
very  tolerable  thread.     It  is  found  in  the  diftrift  of  Maine,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hudibn's  bay,  where  they  are  in  great  herd:,  i 
Columns  of  many  thoufands  annually  pafs  from  north  to  fouth  in  the 
months  of  IMarch  and  April.     In  that  feafon  the  mufquitoes  are] 
very  troublefome,  and  oblige  them  to  quit  the  woods,  and  feek  re- 
freflmient  on  the  fliore  and  open  country.     Great  numbers  of  beaftsj 
of  prey  follow  the  herds.    The  wolves  fingle  out  the  ftragglers,  de-j 
tach  them  from  the  flock,  and  hunt  them  down  :  the  foxes  attend  I 
at  a  diftance,  to  pick  up  the  offals  left  by  the  former.    In  autunin| 
the  deer,  with  the  fawns  bred  during  the  fummer,  remigrate  north-| 
ward. 

Stag,  or  Red  Deer. — This  is  the  moft  beautiful  animal  of  thedecrj 
kind.  The  elegance  of  his  form,  the  lightnefs  of  his  motions,  thsBtar  of  blacll 
flexibility  of  his  limbs,  his  bold,  branching  horns,  which  are  an«i)lack,  tippeJ 
niially  renewed,  his  grandeur,  ftrength  and  fwiftnefs,  give  him  'pale  yellow,) 
decided  pre-eminence  over  every  other  inhabitant  of  the  foreft.       Bwd  inficJe  oi\ 

The  age  of  the  flag  is  known  by  its  horns :  the  firft  year  exhibitjpure  white, 
only  a  fliort  protuberance,  which  is  covered  with  a  hairy  ftiii;  tliB  The  forr 
next  year  the  horns  are  ftraight  and  fingle ;  the  third  year  produce^ofy.    j^  ^A 
two  antlers,  the  fourth  three,  the  fifth  four;  and,  when  arrived aBiefs.    VVhenI 
the  fixth  year,  the  antlers  amount  to  fix  or  feven  on  each  fide,  bijfiibtle  artifice 
the  number  is  not  always  certain.  J^noijs  windl 
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Of  this  fpccics  America  furniflies  feveraJ  varieties,  one  of  uhicl), 
found  on  the  borders  of  the  Ohio  river,  is  very  large,  and  com- 
nioniy  conddcrcd  as  a  fpecies  of  the  elk. 

Fallow  Deer. — The  principal  difference  between  the  flag  and  ths 
fallow  deer  feems  to  be  in  their  fize  and  in  the  form  of  their  horns, 
the  latter  being  much  fmaller  than  the  former,  and  its  horns,  inftead 
of  being  round,  like  thofe  of  the  flag,  are  broad,  pal  mated  at  the 
ends,  and  better  garniflied  with  antlers :  the  tail  is  alio  much  longer 
than  that  of  the  flag,  and  its  hair  is  brighter ;  in  other  refpedts  they 
nearly  refemble  each  other. 

The  horns  of  the  fallow  deer  are  flied  annually,  like  thofe  of  the 
ftag,  but  they  fall  off  later,  and  are  renewed  nearly  at  the  fame  time. 
They  affociate  in  herds,  which  fometimes  divide  nto  two  parties, 
and  maintain  obftinate  battles  for  the  poffeffion  of  fome  favourite 
part  of  the  park :  each  party  has  its  leader,  which  is  always  the 
oldefl  and  ftrongeft  of  the  flock :  they  attack  in  regular  order  of 
battle;  they  fight  with  courage,  and  mutually  fupport  each  other ; 
they  retire,  they  rally,  and  feldom  give  up  after  one  defeat :  the 
lombat  is  frequently  renewed  for  feveral  days  together  j  till,  after  fe- 
leral  defeats,  the  weaker  party  is  oblige^  to  give  way,  and  leave  the 
conquerors  in  poffeflion  of  the  object  of  their  contention. 

In  the  United  States  thefe  animals  are  larger  than  in  Europe,  of  a 
different  colour,  and  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  a  different  fpecies :  they 
are  found  in  plenty  from  Canada  over  all  parts  of  North- America 
lo  Mexico. 

Roe. — The  roe  is  the  fmallefl  of  all  the  deer  kind,  being  only 

ihrec  feet  four  inches  long,  and  fomewhat  more  tlian  two  feet  in 

height :  the  horns  are  from  eight  to  nine  inches  long,  upright,  round, 

and  divided  into  three  branches :  the  body  is  covered  with  long  hair; 

the  lower  part  of  each  hair  is  afli  colour,  near  the  end  is  a  narrow 

bar  of  black,  and  the  point  is  yellow;  the  hairs  on  the  face  are 

black,  tipped  with  afli  colour;  the  ears  are  long,  their  infides  of  a 

Ipale  yellow,  and  covered  with  long  hair;   the  chcft,  belly,  legs, 

land  infide  of  the  thighs,  are  of  a  yellowiOi  white  ;  the  rump  is  of  a 

[pure  white,  and  the  tail  very  fliort. 

The  form  of  the  roebuck  is  elegant,  and  its  motions  light  and 

|«fy.    It  bounds  feemingly  without  effort,  and  runs  with  great  fwift- 

nels.    When  hunted,  it  endeavours  to  elude  its  purfuers  by  the  mod 

pbtle  artifices ;  it  repeatedly  returns  upon  its  former  fteps,  till,  by 

prio^s  windings,  it  has  entirely  confounded  the  fcent.    The  cun- 
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iiing  animal  then,  by  a  fudden  fpring,  bounds  to  one  fide ;  and 
lying  clofc  down  upon  its  belly,  permits  the  hounds  to  pafs  by,  with- 
out offering  to  ftir. 

They  do  not  keep  together  in  herds,  Hkc  other  deer,  but  live  in 
I'eparate  families:  the  fire,  the  dam,  and  the  young  ones,  allociatc 
together,  and  fcldom  mix  with  others. 

In  America  the  roe  deer  is  more  common  than  in  Europe,  and  i:i 
Louifiana  it  is  much  larger. 

The  dcfcripticn  of  the  two  following  animals  arc  taken  from 
Umphreville's  Hiftory  of  liudfon's  Bay,  and  are  given  in 
his  own  words : 

*'  Jumping  D(cr. — This  animal,  though  not  half  the  fize  of  the  red 
deer,  is  not  the  fmallcft  of  the  fpccies.  The  one  under  defcrijiticn 
receives  its  name  from  the  hnj^ular  manner  of  its  courfe  ;  this  is  by 
a  cantiniial  fucceirion  of  jumps,  which  they  perform  with  amazing 
celerity,  fpringing  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  at  a  jump, 
It  is  a  fmall,  clean-made  animal,  exceeding  lively  and  gay,  and  is  of 
a  brown  colour  intermixed  with  grey  hairs ;  its  food  confiits  of  grali, 
of  the  fallen  leaves  of  the  poj)lar,  the  young  branches  of  difl'erent 
kinds  of  trees,  and  the  mofs  adhering  to  the  pines.  The  horns 
arc  about  two  feet  long,  and  rcfemblc  tholis  of  the  red  deer, 
except  in  lize  ;  they  fall  oft"  in  the  month  of  April.  This  handibme 
animal  ruts  in  November,  brings  forih  in  May,  and  has  one  and 
fonietimcs  two  at  a  birth.  Jt  is  needlefs  to  add  that  the  flefli  is  deli- 
cious. There  arc  two  otln^  kinds  of  the  jumping  deer,  one  of  wliich 
has  a  very  fliort  tail  like  the  reft  of  the  ipecies,  whereas  the  othe; 
kind  has  a  tail  about  a  foot  lone,  and  covered  with  red  hairs. 

''^Jpii'to-chlk'0-J]]iJ}}> — lam  not  fufticicntly  converfant  in  the  fcienr^j 
of  zoology  to  give  this  beautiful  animal  its  proper  name  in  the  En;v 
lifli  language  J  perhaps   it  has  never  yet  been  defcribed  in  natiim 
liillory.     The  French  people  refulcnt  in  thefo  parts  callittlieiJ 
Rlnnc^  from  a  wliite  mark  on  its  rump.     A  more  beautiful  creatiirej 
IS  not  to  be  found  in  this  or  perhaps  any  other  country ;  extreiicj 
ticlicacy  of  make,  and  exacl  fimilarity  of  proportion,  are  oblervab'el 
in  all  its  parts ;  no  animul  here  ii  fo  fu-ift  of  foot,  not  the  ficctcitj 
liorfe  or  dog  can  approacli  it.     They  herd  toj^ether  in  large  drqv. 
!-)Ut  fonietimcs  three  or  four  cr.ly  are  found  in  a  place.     Its  honiJ 
are  not  olfiiied  like  the  other  Ipecies,  nor  are  they  branched ;  bc:a 
male  and  female  have  them,  but  they  never  fall  off;  they  refemb.'e 
more  tlie  horns  of  the  goat  than  thofc  ot  the  deer  fpecies.    They  fa(j 
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upon  moft  kinds  of  grafs,  and  the  tender  twigs  of  trees.  The  wh«Ie 
length  may  be  about  four  feet  and  a  half ;  the  legs  are  white  and 
Render;  the  reft  of  the  body  a  li^ht  red,  with  u  white  fpace  on 
the  rump." 

• 

ANIMALS    OF    THE    BFAR    KINO. 

Broivfi  Bear. — There  are  two  j)rincipal  varictioa  of  the  bear,  the 
brown  and  the  black  ;  tlie  former  is  found  in  Jmoft  every  climate, 
the  black  bear,  chiefly  in  the  forcfts  of  the  northern  regions  of  En- 
rope  and  America. 

The  brown  bear  is  fometimes  carnivorous,  but  its  general  food  i$ 
roots,  fruits,  and  vcj^ctablcs. 

It  is  a  favageand  folitary  animal,  lives  in  defert  and  unfrequentid 
places,  and  cluifes  its  den  in  the  moft  gloomy  and  retired  parts  of  the 
foreft,  or  in  the  moft  dangerous  and  inncccfTible  precipices  of  unfre- 
quented mountains.     In  America  it  is  chiefly  found  to  the  north- 
veft  of  Hudfon's  bay,  and  the  vveftcrn  fide  of  the  continent.    It  it 
likewife  found  about  Nootka  found,  and  the  Andes  of  Peru.    It  re- 
tires alone  to  its  den  about  the  end  of  autumn,  at  which  time  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly fat,  and  lives  for  feveral  weeks  in  a  ftate  of  total  i.ia£tivity» 
and  abftinence  from  food.     During  this  time  the  female  brings  forth 
her  young  and  fuckles  them  ;  flie  chufcs  her  retreat  for  that  purpofe 
in  the  moft  retired  places,  apart  from  the  male,  left  he  fliould  devour 
them ;  (lie  makes  a  warm  bed  for  her  young,  and  attends  them  with 
unremitting  care  during  four  months,  and  in  all  that  time  fcarcely 
allows  herfelf  any  nourifhment.   She  brings  forth  two,  and  fome- 
times three  young  at  a  time.    The  cubs  are  round  and  fliapelofs, 
with  pointed  muzzles :   at  firft  they  do  not  exceed  eight  inches  in 
length  ;  they  are  blind  during  the  firft  four  weeks,  are  of  a  pale, yel- 
low colour,  and  have  fcarcely  any  refemblance  of  the  creature  when 
arrived  at  maturity.    The  time  of  geftation  in  thefe  animals  is  about 
fix  months,  and  they  bring  forth  in  the  beginning  of  January. 

In  the  fpring,  the  old  bears,  attended  by  their  young,  come  out 
from  their  retreats,  lean,  and  alnioft  famiflied  by  their  long  confine-, 
inent.  They  then  ranfack  every  quarter  in  fearch  of  food  ;  they  fre- 
quently climb  trees,  and  devour  the  fruit  in  great  quantities,  parti- 
cularly the  date  plum  tree,  of  which  they  are  exceedingly  fond  ;  they 
afcend  thefe  trees  with  furprifing  agility,  keep  themfelves  firm  on  the 
branches  with  one  paw,  and  with  the  other  collect  the  fruit. 
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The  Jjcar  is  rcm.ukably  foiul  of  liorey,  nhich  it  will  encounter 
j;rpat  difliculticr.  to  obtain,  ai.d  fecks  for  with  great  cunning  and 
avidity.  , 

It  enjoys  In  a  fiipcrior  tJcgicc  the  fcnfcs  of  hearing,  fmelling,  and 
tonching.  Its  cars  aic  fliort  and  rnutulcil,  and  its  eyes  fniali,  Init 
lively  and  penetrating,  and  defended  by  a  niifiiting  membrane  :  from 
the  peculiar  formation  of  the  internal  parts  of  its  nofe,  its  lenfc  of 
Imelling  is  exceedinj^ly  exquifite ;  the  legs  and  thighs  arc  ftrong  and 
nnifcular ;  it  has  five  toes  on  eaeh  foot,  and  ufes  its  fore  feet  as  a 
hand,  although  the  toes  arc  not  i'tj)aiated  as  in  moll  animals  that  Jo 
io}  the  iargeft  finger  is  on  the  outlidc. 

The  voice  of  the  bear  is  a  deep  and  fuily  kind  of  growl,  which 
it  frequently  exerts  without  the  leall  cauie.  It  i^  very  eafily  irrita. 
ted,  and  at  that  time  its  relentment  is  fiiricus,  and  often  caprici- 
oully  exerted. 

When  tamo'j,  it  appears  iiiild  and  obedient  to  its  matter,  hut  it  ib 
not  to  be  truftcd  without  the  utnrjft  caution.  It  may  be  taught  to 
walk  upright,  to  dance,  to  lay  hold  of  a  poll  with  its  paws,  and  per- 
form various  tricks.  But  to  give  the  bear  this  kind  of  education,  it 
Tnuft  be  taken  when  young,  and  accuftomed  early  to  reftraint  and 
difcipline  :  an  old  bear  will  AitVer  neither  without  difcovering  the 
mod  furious  refentment ;  neither  the  voice  nor  the  menaces  of 
his  keeper  have  any  etfcft  upon  him  ;  he  equally  growls  at  tlw 
hand  that  is  held  out  to  feed,  as  at  that  which  is  raifed  to  coneit 
liim. 

/>//?(./i'  Bi'jr. — Of  this  nniinnl  there  arc  two  forts  found  in  the  nor- 
r'lern  States ;  both  are  black,  but  different  in  their  forms  and  habits. 
One  has  Ihort  leg?,  a  thick,  clumfy  body,  is  generally  fat,  and  is 
very  fond  of  Avcet  ve";etahlc  food,  fuch  as  fweet  apples,  Indian 
royn  in  the  milk,  bcrri'.;s,  grapes,  honey,  &:c.  Probably  he  is  not 
..-.univorous.  As  foou  as  the  lirft  fnow  falls,  he  betakes  himfelf  to 
hij  lien,  which  is  n  Iiole  in  a  cleft  of  rocks,  a  hollow  tree,  or  fome 
ic'Ai  place  ;  hei'e  ho  gradually  becomes  torpid,  and  dozes  away  the 
'.'.  vM-jy,  fiickin;;  hh  p:iv; -,  ami  expending  the  llock  of  fat  which  he 
li.id  previoully  acquired. 

Tile  other  lorr  b  difunguifiicd  by  the  name  of  the  Ranging  bcni-, 
and  ffems  to  be  a  grr.dfi  hiUwecn  the  preceding  and  the  wolf.  His 
logs  are  longer,  and  his  body  mere  lean  and  gaunt.  He  is  carnivo- 
ro!"-,  frtjquently  deftroying  calve?,  flieep,  and  pigs,  and  fometinies 
t!;ildrcn.     In  winter  he  migrates  to  the  fouthvvard.    The  former  ap- 
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pcara  to  be  the  common  Mack  bear  of  Europe  ;  the  latter  coiTcfponds 
to  the  brown  bear  of  the  Alps,  and  is  foimd  in  allp.tils  of  America. 

Ptlitr,  or  Great  l^hite  Bear. — Yhis  animal  clitfers  {greatly  from  the 
common  bear  in  the  length  of  its  head  and  neck,  and  };ro\vs  to  above 
tv\ice  the  lizc.  Some  of  them  arc  thirteen  feet  long  ;  its  limbs  are  of 
great  fizc  and  flrength  ;  its  li-^ir  long,  harili,  anddifagrceable  to  the 
touchy  and  of  a  yellowifli  white  eoloiir ;  its  ears  are  fliort  and 
rounded,  anil  its  teeth  large. 

It  inhabits  only  the  coidell  parts  of  the  globe,  and  has  been  found 
above  latitude  eighty,  as  far  as  navigators  liavcpenetiated  northwaids. 
Thefe  inhofpitable  regions  fcem  adapted  to  its  fulkn  nature. 

It  has  been  feldom  Icen  faitlier  fouth  than  Newfoundland,  but 
abounds  chielly  on  the  fliores  of  Iludfon's  bay,  Greenland,  and 
Spitzbergen,  on  one  fide,  and  tlrole  of  N'ova  Zembla  on  the  other. 
It  has  been  foinetinjes  found  in  the  intermediate  countries  of  No; ',vay 
and  Iceland;  but  fuch  as  have  appeared  in  tliofc  parts  have  always 
been  driven  thither  upon  floating  fliects  of  fee,  f*  that  thofc  countriei 
aie  only  acipiainred  with  them  by  arcidcnt. 

iFohcrcne — ciilled  in  Canada  tiie  Ciircajou,  and  by  hunters,  the 
Braver  Eatef^  leems  to  be  a  grade  between  the  l)car  and  the  wood- 
cluick.  lie  aj;rees  nearly  with  the  bailger  of  Europe.  His  length 
is  one  foot  and  a  half  and  upwards  ;  his  circumference  nearly  two 
feet ;  his  head  and  ears  refemblc  a  woodchuck's ;  l»is  legs  fliort ;  feet 
and  paws  large  and  ftrong  ;  tail  about  fcvcn  inches  long,  black,  and 
very  bufljy  or  Ihaggy  ;  hair  about  two  inches  long,  and  very  coarfe ; 
his  head  fallow  grey ;  back,  almoft  black  j  broaft,  fpotted  with 
white;  belly,  dark  brown  ;  fides  and  rump,  lijht  rcddifli  brown. 
This  animal  lives  in  holes,  cannot  run  faft,  and  has  a  clumfy  appear- 
ance. He  is  very  mifchievous  to  hunters,  follo.ving  them  when  fet- 
ting  their  traps,  deftroying  their  game,  particularly  the  beaver;  found 
as  far  north  as  the  Copi)er  river;  and  fuutli,  as  the  country  '^  tv  ,:eii 
lukc  Hudfon  and  lake  Superior;  and  on  the  weilern  liJe  of  North- 
America,  in  Canada,  and  the  northetji  States  they  arc  very  n\mierou<;, 

jRdUT/><;«— This  animal  is  found  in  \ll  the  temperate  patls  of  North- 
America,  It  is  found  alfo  in  the  mountains  of  Jaiiuud,  from  whence 
great  numbers  of  them  freipiently  dcfcend  into  the  plantations,  and 
make  great  havoc  among  the  fugar  canes,  of  which  they  are  particu- 
larly fond.  The  planters  confider  tliele  animals  as  their  greateft  cne- 
Hiies,  as  they  frequently  do  iatinite  mifchief  in  one  night's  excurfion : 
fhey  have  contrived  various  methods  of  deftroying  them,  yet  flill 
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they  propigate  in  fuch  iiunibLis,  that  neither  traps  nor  fire  arms  cari 
repel  them. 

The  raccoon  is  fomewhat  Icfs  than  the  badger  :  its  head  rcfenibles 
that  of  a  fox,  but  its  ears  are  round  and  mnoh  iliorter,  and  its  \ipper 
jaw  very  pointed,  and  longer  than  the  lower :  its  eyes,  which  arc 
large,  are  furrounded  with  two, broad  patches  of  black  ;  its  body  is 
thick  and  fljort,  covered  with  long  hair,  black  at  the  points,  and  grey 
iHulerneath  ;  its  tail  is  long  and  biifliy,  and  marked  with  alternate 
rings  of  black  and  white  ;  its  feet  and  toes  are  black. 

The  raccoon  is  very  c£i:ive  and  nimble  :  its  claws,  which  are  ex- 
tremely fliarpj  enable  it  to  climb  trees  with  great  facility.  It  moves 
forward  chiefly  by  bounding,  and  though  it  proceeds  in  an  oblique 
dire6lion,  runs  very  fwiftly. 

AJJIMAI.S    OF    THE    DOC    KIND. 

^7»^.— Of  this  animal, which  is  of  the  dog  kind,  or  rather  the  dog 
hirafelf  in  his  favage  ftate,  there  are  in  America  great  numbers,  and 
a  confulerable  variety  in  fizeand  colour.  The  dimenfions  of  a  fkin< 
meafurcd  for  writing  this  account,  were  as  follows :  length  of  the 
body  five  feet ;  the  fore  legs  eighteen  inches ;  of  the  hind  legs  fifteen 
inches ;  of  the  tail  eighteen  inches.  The  circumference  of  the  body 
was  from  two  feet  and  a  half  to  three  feet.  The  colour  of  thefe 
animals  in  the  northern  States  is  generally  a  light  dirty  fallow,  with  a 
lift  of  biflck  along  their  back.  la  fonie,  the  black  is  extended  down 
their  fides,  and  fometimes  forms  waving  ilreaks;  others  are  ftid  to 
be  fpotted  :  fome  of  thcirt,  particularly  in  the  fouthern  States,  are 
entirely  blacl;,  and  confidcrably  fmaller.  The  Indians  are  faid  to 
have  fo  far  tamed  fome  of  thsfc  animals  before  their  acquaintance 
with  the  Europeans,  as  to  have  ufcd  them  in  hunting.  They  next 
mnde  ufe  of  Etnopean  dogr;,  and  afterwards  of  mongrels,  the  off- 
fpring  of  the  wolf  and  doy;,  as  being  more  docile  than  the  former,  and 
more  eager  in  the  chafe  than  the  latter.  The  ai>pearance  of  many  of 
the  dog«,  in  the  newly-fettled  parts  of  the  United  States,  indicate  their 
relation  to  the  wolf.  They  are  found  from  Hudfon's  bay  to  the  moft 
fjutlicrn  parts  of  North-Americn,  and  in  moft  of  the  fouthern  States 
they  ;irc  iiunicrou';. 

Fox. — Of  the  foxes,  there  are  in  America  a  great  variety ;  fiicli  ns 
the  '.IUm   Fox,*  Red  Tox,  Grey  Tox,  Crofs  Fox,' Braut  Fox,  and 


-  M.  EufTj;^  ii  'jfopinio:)  that  tlils  is  the  lUus,  or  Ar£\ic  dog. 
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fcveral  others.  Naturalifts  have  generally  fuppofed  that  there  is  more 
than  onc'fpecies  of  foxes,  bnt  tiify  differ  very  mv.ch  in  their  mode  of 
arranging  them.  It  is  hi[,^hly  probable,  however,  that  there  is  but 
one  fpecies  of  thefe  animnls,  as  they  are  foiind  in  all  their  varieties 
offize,  and  of  fliades  varioudy  intermixed,  in  ditfcrent  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Foxes  and  other  animals  furniflicd  with  fur,  in  the 
.northern  parts,  are  larger  than  thofe  of  the  fouthern. 

ANIMALS   <JF    the    cat    KIND. 

Catamounf.—Th'r  animal,  the  mofl:  dreaded  by  hunters  of  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  u.e  forefts,  is  rarely  feen,  which  is  probably  the 
reafon  why  no  account  of  him  has  over  been  pnbliflied,  to  ourknow» 
iedge,  except  what  is  contained  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  Colinfon's  to  Mi 
de  Buffon.  The  dimenfions  of  one,  killed  a  few  years  ago,  in  Nevv- 
Hampfliire,  as  nearly  as  could  be  afccrtained  by  the  Ikin,  were  as 
follows:  the  length  of  his  body,  including  the  head,  lixfeet;  cir- 
cumference of  his  body  two  feet  and  a  half;  length  of  his  tail  three 
feet,  and  of  his  legs  about  one  foot.  The  colour,  along  his  back,  is 
rxarly  black  j  on  his  fides,  a  dark  reddifli  brown  ;  his  feet  black.  He 
feems  not  calculated  for  running,  but  leaps  with  furprifing  agility. 
His  favourite  food  is  blood,  which,  like  other  animals  of  the  cat 
[kind,  he  takes  from  the  jugular  vefllls  of  cattle,  deer,  &c.  leaving 
;he  CciTcafe.  Smaller  prey  he  takes  to  his  den  ;  and  he  has  been 
'\iiou'n  to  carry  off  a  child.  He  feems  to  be  allured  by  fire,  which 
I  terrifies  all  other  carnivorous  animals,  and  betrays  no  fear  of  either 
Mnorbeafti  He  is  found  in  the  northern  and  middle  States,  and 
pcft  probably  in  Hudfon's  bay. 

Jaguar, — The  Jaguar  is  the  mofl  formidable  animal  of  the  nev/ 
L:'n'ine;it,  rather  larger  than  the  panther,  with  hair  of  a  bright 
hwny  colour.  The  top  of  the  back  is  marked  with  long  flripes  of 
Iblack,  the  fides  beautifully  variegated  with  irregular  oblong  fpots,  opea 
[itithe  middle;  the  tail  not  fo  long  as  that  of  the  ounce,  and  irre- 
darly  marked  with  large  black  fpots. 
It  is  found  in  the  hotreft  parts  of  South-America,  is  very  fierce, 

[wd  when  preHcd  with  hunger^  will  fometimcs  venture  to  feize  a 

nan. 

The  Indians  arc  much  afraid  of  it,  and  think  it  prefers  them  to  the 

I'.tc  inhabitants,  who,  perhaps,  are  better  prepared  t©  repel  its  at- 

fccks.    In  travelling  through  the  deferts  of  Guiana,  they  li^ht  great 

{■»vei;>l  tf*^''"  *'^^  "'ij'i^  of  which  theff  animals  are  much  afraid. 
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They  howl  dreadfully ;  their  cry,  which  is  expreflive  of  the  two 
monofyllables,  /jouj  /jou,  is  fomewhat  plaintive,  grave,  and  ftroiig, 
like  that  of  an  ox. 

The  ant  eater,  though  it  has  no  teeth  to  defend  itfelf  with,  is  the 
moft  cruel  enemy  the  jagmr  h;;s  to  encounter.  Ac  foon  as  the  jaguar 
attacks  this  little  animal,  it  lies  down  on  its  back,  and  with  its  long 
claws  feizes  and  fiiftbcates  him. 

Cou:-^uar.---Thh  ;iiiimal  is  called  by  fome  the  7'«wrt,  ov  American 
Lion,  but  differs  lb  much  from  thnt  noble  animal,  as  not  to  admit  ot 
any  compaiifon.  Its  head  is  Imall,  it  has  no  mane,  its  length,  from 
iiofc  to  tail,  is  five  feet  three  ir.ches,  the  tail  two  feet.  The  predo- 
minant  colour  is  a  lively  rcil,  mixed  wiih  black,  efpecially  on  the 
l;ack,  wlieie  it  is  darkcfr  :  its  chin,  us  tliroat,  and  all  the  inlaiui 
parts  of  the  body,  arc  whirini :  its  legs  aie  long,  claws  white,  and  the 
yiiterclaw  of  the  fori;  fc.t  much  lo:iger  than  the  others. 
.  It  i»  found  in  many  p;:rts  or  North-Auierica,  from  Canada  to  Flo- 
rida :  it  is  alfo common  in  IJiiijna,  Branl,  and  i^Icxico. 

It  IS  lierce  and  ravenous  in  tiu*  extreme,  and  will  fwim  rivers  to 
attack  cattle,  even  in  their  inclofurcs.  In  North-America,  its  fury 
fcems  to  be  fubdued  by  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  for  it  will  flj 
from  a  dog  ui  company  with  its  mafter,  and  take  flielter  by  running 
up  a  tree. 

It  is  very  deftru»^ive  to  domelVic  animals,  particularly  to  hogs.  It 
preys  alfo  upon  the  moofe  and  other  deer ;  lies  lurking  upon  the 
branch  of  a  tree  till  fonie  of  thefe  animals  pal's  underneath,  when  it 
drops  down  upon  op.e  of  them,  and  never  quits  its  hold  till  it  \\j, 
drunk  its  blood.   It  will  even  attack  bcafts  of  prey. 

Tb:  Couguar  of  I\'fi»/j:l'vauia—Th\s   is  another  fpccies  of  ecu- 
guar,  found  in  the  temperate  climates  of  North-America,  as  on  the 
mountains  of  Carolina,  Georgia,  Fennfylvania,  and  the  adjacent  pro- 
vinces.    It  differs  much  from  the  couguar  above  defcribed:  his  limbs  I 
are  fliorter,  his  body  much  longer,  and  his  tail  is  alfo  three  or  four 
inches  longer.     Hut  in  the  colour  of  the  hair,  and  the  form  oftliej 
liead  and  ears,  they  hare  a  perfed  refemblauce  to  each  other.    The! 
couguar  of  Pennfylvania,  fays  Mr.  Coliufon,  is  an  animal  remarkablel 
for  thinnefs  and  length  of  body,  fliortnefs  of  legs,  and  length  of  taill 
The  length  of  the  boily,  from  the  muzzle  to  the  anus,  is  five  fedj 
four  inches,  and  that  of  the  tail  is  two  feet  fix  inches  :    the  fore  leg 
are  one  foot  long,  and  the  iiind  legs  one  foot  three  inches :  tkj 
tieight  of  the  body  before  i?  one  foot  nine  inches,  and  one  foot  te 
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inches  behind :  the  circumference  of  the  thickeft  part  of  the  body  is 
two  feet  three  inches. 

Black  Couguar. — This  animal  differs  frcm  the  firft  we  have  de- 
fcribed,  chiefly  in  the  colour,  which  is  dufky,  fometimes  fpoited 
with  black,  but  generally  plain.  The  throat,  belly,  and  infides  of 
the  legs,  are  of  a  pale  afli  colour,  the  upper  lip  white,  covered 
with  long  whiflcers :  above  each  eye  it  has  very  long  hairs,  and  at  the 
corner  of  the  mouth  a  black  fpot :  its  paws  are  white,  and  its  ears 
Iharp  and  pointed. 

It  grows  to  the  fize  of  a  heifer  of  a  year  old,  and  has  great  ftrength 
in  its  limbs. 

It  inhabits  Brafd  and  Guiana,  is  a  cruel  and  fierce  animal,  much 
dreaded  by  the  Indians ;  but  fortunately  the  fpecies  is  not  numerous. 

Ocelot.— The  (kin  of  the  male  ocelot  is  extremely  beautiful,  and 
mod  elegandy  variegated.  Its  general  colour  is  that  of  a  bright 
tawny;  a  black  ftripe  extends  along  the  top  of  the  back  from  head 
to  tail;  its  forehead  is  fpotted  with  black,  as  are  alfo  its  legs;  its 
ilioulders,  fides,  and  rump,  are  beautifully  marbled  with  long  ftripes 
of  black,  orming  oval  figures,  filled  in  the  middle  with  fmall  black 
fpots ;  its  tail  is  irregularly  marked  with  large  fpots,  and  black  at  the 
end.  The  colours  of  the  female  are  not  fo  vivid  as  thofe  of  the 
male,  neither  is  itfo  beautifully  marked. 

The  ocelot  very  much  refembles  the  common  cat  in  the  form  of 
its  body,  although  it  is  a  great  deal  larger.  Buftbn  makes  its  height 
two  feet  and  a  half,  and  about  four  feet  in  length. 

It  is  a  uative  of  South-America,  inhabits  Mexico  and  Brafil,  is 
very  voracious,  but  timid,  and  feUlom  attacks  men ;  it  is  afraid  of 
dogs,  and  when  purfued,  flies  to  the  woods. 

It  lives  chiefly  in  the  moiuitains,  and  conceals  itfolf  amongft  the 
leaves  of  trees,  from  whence  it  darts  upon  luch  animals  as  come 
within  its  reach.  It  fometimes  extends  itfelf  along  the  boughs,  as  if 
it  were  dead,  till  the  monkies,  tempted  by  their  natural  curiofity, 
approach  within  its  reach.  It  is  faid  to  prefer  the  blood  of  animals 
to  their  flefti. 

Margay. — This  is  another  bcautitnl  animal  of  the  fpotted  tribe, 
and  known  in  many  places  by  the  name  of  the  Tiger  Cat.  The 
ground  colour  of  the  body  is  tawny  ;  the  face  is  ftrlped  with  black  ; 
the  body  is  marked  with  ftripes  and  large  fpots  of  black  ;  the  bread 
and  infide  of  the  legs  are  white,  fpotted  with  black ;  the  tail  is  long, 
marked  with  alternate  fpots  of  black,  tawny,  and  grey. 
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'f  The  niargay  is  fmaller  than  the  ocelot,  and  about  the  fize  of  ih(j 
wild  cat,  which  it  rcfemhlcs  in  clifpofition  and  habit,  living  on  finall 
animals,  birds,  &c. — It  is  very  wild,  and  cannot  eafily  be  broughi: 
under  fubjcftion. 

Its  colours  vary,  though  they  are  generally  fuch  as  have  been  de- 
fcribed. 

It  is  common  in  Guiana,  Brazil,  and  various  parts  of  South  and 
North-America. 

It  is  called  the  Gijennc  Caty  and  is  notfo  frequent  in  temperate  as 
in  warm  climates, 

I.y/ix. — This  animal  differs  greatly  from  every  animal  of  the  cat 
kind  we  have  hitherto  dclcribed.  Its  cars  are  long  and  ereft,  tuftd 
at  the  end  with  long  blach.  hairs,  by  which  this  fpecies  of  animals  is 
peculiarly  diftinguiflied :  the  hair  of  the  body  is  long  and  foft,  of  a 
red-afli  colour,  marked  with  dulky  fpots,  which  differ  according  to 
the  age  of  the  creature;  fometimes  they  are  fcarcely  vifible:  its  legs 
and  feet  are  very  thick  and  ftrong;  its  tail  fliort,  and  black  at  the  ex- 
tremity; its  eyes  arc  of  a  palc-ycllow  colour;  and  its  afpeft  foftcr 
and  lefs  ferocious  than  that  of  the  panther  or  the  ounce.  The  (kin 
of  the  male  is  more  fpotted  than  that  of  the  female. 

The  fur  is  valuable  tor  its  foftnefs  and  warmth,  and  is  imported  in 
great  quantities  f;om  America  and  the  north  of  Europe.  In  the 
United  States  there  are  three  kinO)  of  the  lynx,  each  probably  fonr.- 
ing  a  diftinfl  fpecies.  The  Jlrjl  (Ltipus  Ccrvarius,  Linn.  3d  edit,^ 
is  Galled  by  the  French  andEnglifl)  Americans,  LoupCcrvicr.*  He  is 
from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  in  length;  his  tail  is  about  five 
inches.  His  hair  is  long,  of  a  light  grey  colour,  forming,  in  foni: 
places,  fir.all,  irregular,  dark  fliades;  the  e^  1  of  his  tnil  is  black; 
his  fur  is  f^ne  and  thick.  He  is  the  lynx  of  Siberia  anil  fome  of  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe.  A  lew  may  be  found  in  the  north-eaftera 
parts  of  the  diftrifl  of  Maine  ;  but  in  the  higher  latitudes  they  arc 
more  numerous. 

Tie /icofii/,    (Cntus  Cer--ariusj  Linn.)  is  called  by  the  French 
Americans,  Chu^  Cervier  ;  and  in  New  England,  the  wild  cat.     He  | 
is  confiderabiy  lefs  than  the  former,  or  the  Loup  Cervier.     He  is  from 
Jvy,o  to  two  tcct  and  a  half  long;  his  tail  is  proportionably  fhortcr,  1 
!*b"Mt  three  inches  long,  and  wants  the  tuft  of  black  hair  on  theenJ 
Qi  jt,    His  hair  is  ILoricr,  particularly  on  his  le^s  and  feet;  is  ol  3 
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v^aiker  colour,  brown,  dark  fallow  and  grey,  varioufly  intermixed. 
His  r  ii.  laid  to  he  ot  a  very  different  quality ;  his  cars  are  fliortcr, 
aiid  .  -  ;ns  very  little  ot  the  pencil  of  black  hairs  on  the  tips  of  them, 
whicii  is  lo  remark  ible  in  the  former  kind.  This  animal  deftroyed 
many  ot  the  cattle  of  the  firft  leti'ers  of  New  England. 

The  thhil  Ijjecies  is  about  the  fize  of  a  common  cat.  The  colour 
of  the  ma!e  is  a  bright  brown  or  bay,  with  black  fpots  on  his  legs. 
His  tail  is  about  four  inches  long,  and  encircled  by  eight  white 
rings :  the  temale  is  of  a  redd.Qi  grey.— —Found  in  the  middle  and 
louthern  States. 

To  the  above  liil  of  animals  of  the  cat  kiixl  we  miift  add  the 
K'iiicajou. — This  animal,  Mr.  Morfe  obferves,  belongs  ro  the  family 
ot  cats;  at  lead,  he  very  much  rtltmhlcs|them.  He  is  about  as  large  as 
a  common  cat,  and  is  better  torriicd  for  agihty  and  i'peed  than  for 
ilrength.  His  tail  gradually  tapers  to  the  end,  anc^  is  as  long  as  his 
whole  body.  liis  colour  is  yellow.  Between  him  and  the  fox  there 
is  perpetual  war.  He  hunts  in  the  fame  manner  as  do  other  animals 
of  th.'it  clafs;  but  being  able  to  fufpend  himfelf  by  twining  the  end 
of  his  tail  round  the  limb  of  a  tice,  or  the  like,  he  can  piirfue  his 
prey  where  other  cats  cannot ;  and  when  he  attacks  a  large  animal, 
his  tail  enables  him  to  fccure  his  hold  till  he  can  open  the  blood  vei^ 
\z\i  of  the  neck.  In  feme  parts  of  Canada  thefe  animals  are  verjr 
nuaierous,  and  make  great  havoc  among  the  deer,  and  do  not  fparc 
even  the  neat  cattle  :  but  we  have  hcanl  of  none  in  the  United  States, 
except  a  few  in  the  northern  parts  of  New  Hampfliire. 

Beaver. — The  beaver  is  the  moil  induHrious  of  all  animals.  Its 
labours  feem  the  rtl'ult  of  a  focial  compad,  formed  for  mutual  con- 
venience, prefcrvatinn  and  fup[iort ;  and  as,  in  ail  well -regulated  fc- 
cietics,  a  due  fubordination  is  neceifary  tor  the  well-ordering  and 
f.onducting  each  individual  effort  to  the  advantage  of  tbewhclt;  fo, 
.unongft  thefe  curious  animals,  we  find  that,  in  forming  their  habita- 
tions, all  have  their  proper  part  of  the  work  affigned  to  them,  that, 
by  dividing  their  labours,  fafety,  (lability  and  expedition,  may  be  the 
general  effecfl.  To  this  purpofe,  a  community  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred affcmble  together:  an  overfeer  is  chofen,  whofe  orders  are  punc« 
tUHlly  obeyed  ;  and,  by  ftriking  the  water  fmartly  with  his  tail,  gives 
he  fignal  where  the  united  force  of  numbers  is  ncccflaiy  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  order  to  ftrengihcn  or  fupport  the  fabric  ;  or,  at  the  ap- 
proach of  an  enemy,  to  .ii)piize  the  fociety  of  their  danger.  As 
i.').>n  as  a  convenient  pLacc  is  chofen  for  the  prct'tion  of  their  building, 
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nhkh  is  generally  a  level  piece  of  ground  with  a  fmall  rivulet  run. 
ning  through  it,  they  divide  into  companies :  fome  are  employed  in 
cutting  down  trees  of  great  fize,  which  is  done  by  gnawing  them 
vrith  their  teeth :  thcfe  they  lay  acrofs  the  dam  with  furprifing  labom 
and  perfeverance,  or  form  into  piles,  which  others  roll  down  to  i]\t 
water,  where  they  make  holes  at  tiie  bottom  for  receiving  the  ends, 
and  placing  them  upright,  Kciirc  them  in  thnt  pofition ;  whilft  ano- 
ther party  is  engaged  in  collefting  twigs,  interweaving  and  twilling 
them  with  the  piles,  and  thereby  llrengthening  the  work:  fome  col- 
left  large  quantities  of  earth,  ftones,  clay  and  other  folid  materials, 
which  they  difpofe  of  on  the  upper  fide  of  the  piles  next  the  dream, 
forming  a  mound  ten  or  twelve  feet  thick  at  the  bottom,  tapering 
gradually  upwards,  and  capable  of  fuftaining  a  confiderable  weight 
of  water.  The  length  of  the  dam,  occafioned  by  this  means,  is 
fometimes  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  feet. — Having  completed  the 
mole,  their  next  care  is  to  erect  their  apartments,  which  are  built  on 
piles:  they  are  of  a  circular  form,  and  generally  confift  of  two  fto 
ries,  about  eight  feet  high  above  the  water;  the  firft  lies  below  the 
Jevel  of  the  dam,  and  is  generally  fall  of  water ;  the  other  above 
it.  The  walls  are  two  feet  in  thicknefs,  neatly  plaiftered  with 
clay  on  the  infide,  which  is  arched  like  an  oven,  and  at  the  top  re- 
iembles  a  dome. — In  each  houfc  there  are  two  openings,  one  towards 
the  water,  to  which  the  animal  has  always  accefs,  in  cafe  of  fui- 
prifej  the  other  towards  the  land,  by  which  it  goes  out  in  queft  of 
food. — The  number  of  houfcs  in  one  of  thefe  dams  is  from  ten  to 
twenty-five,  fome  of  them  large  enough  to  contain  a  family  of  twenty 
or  thirty  beavers.  Each  beaver  forms  its  bed  of  mofs ;  and  each 
fami!y  lays  in  its  magazine  of  winter  provifion,  which  confifts  of 
bai  k  and  boughs  of  trees :  they  pile  up  the  latter  with  great  ingenuity 
and  regularity,  and  draw  it  out  to  their  apartments  as  their  wants  re« 
qnire.  They  are  faid  to  be  foudeft  of  the  faflfafras,  afli,  and  fweet 
gum.  During  fummcr,  they  feed  on  leaves,  fruits  and  fometimes 
crabs  or  cray-fifli ;  but  fifti  is  not  their  favourite  food.  Their  time 
of  building  is  early  in  the  fumnier.  In  winter,  they  never  go  far- 
ther than  to  their  provifion  ilores,  and,  during  that  feafon,  are 
Ti-ry  fat. 

They  breed  once  a  year,    and  bring  forth  two  or  three  at  a 
birth. 

Beavers  are  found  chiefly  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europr ,  Afii 
and  America;  particularly  the  latter,  from  whenee  many  thoufamlj 
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of  their  (kins  are  annually  brought  into  Europe.  They  vary  in  co- 
lour ;  the  moft  valuable  are  black  with  a  deep  fur ;  but  the  general 
colour  is  a  chefnut  brown,  more  or  lefs  dark.  Some  have  been  found 
entirely  white,  others  fpotted ;  but  both  thefe  kinds  are  very  rare. 

The  beaver  is  remarkable  for  the  fize  and  ftrength  of  its  cutting 
teeth,  which  enable  it  to  gnaw  down  trees  of  great  magnitude  with 
eafe.  Its  ears  are  fliort,  and  almoft  hid  in  the  fur ;  its  nofe  blunt, 
tail  broad  and  flat,  nearly  of  an  oval  form,  and  covered  with  fcalcs ; 
it  ferves  not  only  as  a  rudder  to  direft  its  motions  in  the  water,  but 
35  a  moft  ufcful  inftrument  for  laying  on  the  clay,  preffing  it  into 
'iie  crevices,  and  fmoothing  the  outward  covering  ;  its  fore  feet  arc 
'mall,  and  not  unlike  thofe  of  a  rat ;  the  hind  feet  are  large  and 
ftrong,  with  membranes  between  each  toe ;  its  len-  h,  from  nofe  to 
tail,  is  about  three  feet ;  the  tail  is  eleven  inches  long,  and  three 
hroad. 

The  caftor  produced  from  thefe  animals  is  found  in  a  liquid  (late, 
1:1  bags  near  the  anuf-,  about  the  Cue  of  an  egg.  When  taken  ofT, 
the  matter  dries,  and  is  reducible  to  a  powder,  which  is  oily,  of  a 
.harp  bitter  tafte,  and  a  ilrong  dilagreeable  fmell.  Thefe  bags  arc 
ound  indiii'erently  in  males  and  females,  and  were  formerly  fup- 
[ofcd  to  be  the  animal's  teflicles ;  which,  when  purfued,  it  was  faid 
0  bite  off,  and  by  that  means  efcape  with  its  life. 

T/je  0//fr.— Although  the  otter  •:  uot  confidered  by  naturaliils  as 
wholly  amphibious,  it  is  nevjrthelefs  capable  of  remaining  a  confi- 
'ie  able  time  under  water,  and  can  purfue  and  take  its  prey  in  that 
eienent  with  great  facility. 

Us  legs  are  very  flioit,  but  remarkably  ftrong,  broad  and  mufcu- 
'"■r;  on  each  foot  are  five  toes,  connected  by  flrong  membir^nes,  like 
;lioi^  of  water  fowl ;  its  head  is  broad,  of  an  oval  form,  and  fiat  on 
liie  .jpper  part ;  the  body  is  long  and  round,  and  the  tail  tapers  to  a 
point ;  the  eyes  are  brilliant,  and  placed  iu  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
Jtiiinai  can  fee  every  objeft  that  is  above  it,  which  gives  It  a  fingu- 
ir  afpea,  very  much  refembling  an  eel  or  an  afp  :  the  ears  are  Ihort 
and  their  orifice  narrow. 

The  colour  of  the  otter  is  of  a  deep  brown,  with  two  fmall  light 
'pots  on  each  fide  of  the  nofe,  and  another  under  thechhi. 

This  animal  makes  its  neft  in  fome  retired  fpot  by  the  fide  of  a 
•i\t  or  river,  under  a  bank,  where  it  has  an  eafy  and  fecure  accefs 
to  the  water,  to  which  it  immediately  flies  upon  the  leaft  alarm ; 
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and,    as  it  fwims  with  great  rapidity,   generally  efcapes  from  its 
purfuer;i. 

It  deftroys  great  quantities  of  fifli,  and,  in  pHi  fiiit  of  its  prey,  has 
been  obferved  commonly  to  fwim  againft  the  ftrcam. 

As  foon  as  the  otter  has  ranght  a  filli,  it  imirediately  drags  it  to 
the  fliore,  devours  a  part  as  far  as  the  vent,  and,  unleis  prelFcd  by 
extreme  hunger,  always  leaves  the  remainder,  and  takes  lo  the  watci 
in  quelt  of  more. 

Otters  are  generally  taken  in  traps  placed  near  their  landing  places, 
where  they  are  carefully  concealed  in  the  fand.  When  hunted  with 
dogs,  the  old  ones  defend  tlit-mfelvcs  with  great  obftinacy  ;  thtv 
bite  feverely,  and  do  not  readily  quit  tl'cir  liold  where  theyh;ive 
once  faftened.  An  old  otter  will  never  give  up  while  ir  huj  life,  nor 
make  the  leaft  complaint  though  wounded  ever  fo  m,  li  by  the  dog?, 
nor  even  when  tranifixecl  with  a  fpeir. 

Otters  are  found  in  mof^  parts  of  the  world,  with  no  great  va- 
riation. They  are  numerou;;  in  North-America,  and  are  comir.on 
in  Guiana,  frequenting  the  rivers  :ind  mardies  of  that  country. 
They  are  fometimt b  fcen  in  great  numbers  together,  and  aie  fo  fierce, 
that  it  is  dangerous  ro  come  near  them.  They  live  in  holes,  wliiih 
they  rnalic  in  the  banks  of  tke  rivers. 

The  otters  of  Cayenne  are  very  large,  weighing  from  ninety  to 
one  hundred  pounds.  They  fn-queiit  the  large  rivers  of  that  coun- 
try ;  their  cry  is  loud,  and  may  be  heard  at  a  great  difluice;  they 
are  of  a  dark  brown  colour ;  their  fur  is  ftiorter  tlian  that  of  the 
beaver,  and  very  fcft. 

Beiide  thefe  there  is  an  animal  called  T'/v  C-'a  O/Ztv.— Vaft  numbers 
of  thefe  animals  inhi.lnt  the  coaft  of  Krmtichatka,  and  the  nume- 
rous iflands  contiguous  to  it,  as  well  as  the  oppofite  coalh  of  Ame- 
rica ;  they  are  alfo  found  in  fome  of  the  'arger  livers  of  South- 
America. 

Their  Ikins  are  of  great  value,  and  have  long  formed  a  confiJera- 
ble  article  of  export  from  Kulfia.  They  difpofe  of  them  to  the 
Chinefe  at  the  rate  of  fevenry  or  a  hundred  rubles  each,  and  receive 
io  return  fome  of  their  moft  valuable  commodities. 

The  fur  of  the  fea  otter  is  thick  and  long,  of  a  beautiful  fliining 
black  colour,  but  fometimes  of  a  filvery  hue  ;  .the  legs  are  thick 
and  fliort ;  the  toes  joined  by  a  web  ;  the  hind  feet  like  thofeof  a 
feaij  length,  from  nofe  to  tail,  four  feet  two  inches ;  tail  thirteen, 
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flat  and  pointed  at  ihe  end  :  the  largeft  of  them  weigh  from  fcventy 
to  eighty  pounds. 

The  fca  otter  is  remarkably  harmlefg,  and  moll  affct^ionatciy 
fond  of  its  young;  it  will  pine  to  death  for  its  lof;',  r^id  die  on 
the  very  fpot  where  it  has  been  taken  away.  Before  its  young  can 
fwim,  it  will  carry  it  in  its  paws,  and  fnpport  it  in  the  water, 
laying  upon  its  back.  It  fwims  in  various  pofitions,  on  its  back, 
fides,  and  even  in  a  perpendicular  pofture,  and  in  the  water  is 
very  fportive.  Two  of  them  are  fometimes  feen  embracing  each 
tither.  It  frequents  (hallow  places  abounding  with  fea  weed,  and 
feeds  on  lobfters,  crabs,  and  other  fliell  fifli. 

It  breeds  but  once  a  year,  and  produces  one  young  at  a  time,  which 
it  fuckles  and  carefully  attends  almoft  a  year. 

The  flefli  of  a  young  otter  is  reckoned  delicate  eating,  and  not 
eafily  diftinguiflied  from  that  of  a  lamb. 

The  Wcafrl  is  about  nine  inches  in  length  ;  his  body  is  remarkably 
round  and  flender;  his  tail  long  and  well  fiirniflied  with  hair ;  his 
leijs  very  fliort,  and  his  toes  armed  with  (liarp  claws.  His  hair  is 
(liort  and  thick,  and  of  a  pale  yellow ifli  colour,  except  about  the 
breaft,  where  it  is  white.  This  is  a  very  fprightly  animal ;  notwith- 
(landing  the  fliortnefs  of  its  legs,  it  feems  to  dart  rather  than  to  run. 
He  kills  and  eats  rats,  flriped  fquirrels,  and  other  fmall  quadrupeds : 
he  likewife  kills  fowls,  fucks  their  blood,  and  efteems  their  eggs  a 
delicacy.  He  is  found  at  Hudfon's  bay,  Newfoundland,  and  as  far 
as  South  Carolina. 

Stoat,  or  Erminr. — Tt  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  wcafel 
in  fi7.e,  form  or  habits  ;  even  his  colour  is  the  fame  in  fnnuiicr,  ex- 
cept that  the  end  of  his  tail  is  black,  and  the  edges  of  his  ears  and 
toes  are  white.  In  winter  he  is  entirely  white,  except  the  tip  of  the 
tail.  He  is  generally  confidered  as  forming  a  fpecies  diftin*^  fron'v 
the  wcafel ;  but  Linnaeus  makes  them  the  fame.  They  are  faid  to  be 
found  in  the  fame  places  as  the  former,  and  Mr.  Belknap  mention?, 
that  a  few  have  been  fecn  in  Nevv-Hampfliirc. 

la  addition  to  the  preceding,  America  has  another  variety  of  this 
tainily,  which  appears  to  differ  from  the  weafcl  in  no  refpeft  except 
1  i!i  its  colour,  which  isperfedly  white,  both  in  fummcr  and  winter. 

Martin. — This  animal  is  called  the  martin  (il/<v;7f)  by  M.  do  Bnf- 

foii;  in  England  the  pine  martin,  tir  martin,  yellow-brcailed  ir.ar- 

'hi,  pine  weafel,  and  yellow- breafled  weafel ;  in  New-England  the 

I'tble;  and  by  the  Indians  Wauppanaugh.    He  is  formed  like  the 

Vol.  IV.  Z  z  weafci ; 
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vcnrd  ;  is  generally  alxjut  fixteen  inches  long,  and  is  of  a  falh)-./ 
c»loiir;  but  his  lize,  and  the  fhades  of  his  colour,  vary  in  diftcrcnt 
parts  of  the  country.  Sonic  have  fpots  of  yellow  on  the  brciift, 
others  of  white,  and  others  have  none.  He  keeps  in  forefts  dmiiv 
on  trees,  and  lives  by  hunting.  He  is  found  in  the  northern  part* 
of  North-America  quite  to  the  South  fea  ;  his  Ikin  is  exceeding  va- 
luable. 

i\!iuL'-Thc  mink  is  about  as  large  as  a  martin,  and  of  the  fame 
form.  The  hair  on  its  tail  is  fliurter ;  its  colour  is  generally  black, 
and  its  fur  coafer  ;  fome  have  a  white  fpot  under  their  throats,  others 
have  none.  They  burrow  in  the  ground,  and  purfuc  their  pre}*  botli 
in  frcfli  and  fait  water.  Thofe  which  frequent  the  fait  water  are  ol 
a  larger  fize,  lighter  colour,  and  have  inferior  fur.  They  are  found 
in  confiderable  numbers  both  in  the  fouthern  and  northern  State?, 
and  in  general  v  (.::rever  the  martin  is  found. 

Fifier.—ln  Canada  he  is  called  pekan,  and  in  the  American  States 
frecpiently  the  black  cat,  but  iniproperiy,  as  he  does  not  belong  to 
the  clafs  of  cat;.  He  has  a  general  relemblance  to  the  martin,  but 
is  confiderably  larger,  being  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  inches  in 
Jength,  and  twelve  in  circumference.  His  tail  is  a  little  more  than 
half 'ts  length;  its  hair  long  and  budiy ;  his  fore  legs  about  four 
inches  and  a  half  long,  his  hinder  legs  {\x  inches ;  his  ears  fiiort?nd 
round.  His  coiour  is  black,  except  the  head,  neck  and  fliouklcrs,  ] 
which  are  a  dark  grey.  He  lives  by  hunting,  ;;nd  occafionall)  pur. 
fucs  his  prey  in  the  water.  Found  in  the  northern  States,  Canada, 
and  Hudfon's  bay.  Of  each  of  the  aniaials  we  have  mentioned  under 
this  divifion,  there  are  fevcral  varieties  which  have  obtained  dif- 
ferent names,  as  the  pekan,  vifon,  &c. 

Skunk. — This  animal  is  about  a  foot  and  a  half  long,  of  a  mode- 
rate  height  and  fize.  His  tail  is  long  and  bufliy  ;  his  hair  longanJj 
chiefly  black;  but  on  his  head,  neck  and  back,  is  Imind  moreod 
Ids  of  white,  without  an\-  regularity  or  unitormity.  He  ai)pears 
fee  but  indifferenrly  when  the  fun  fliines,  and  therefore  in  the  dar- 
time  keeps  clofe  to  his  burrow.  As  foon  as  the  twilight  commenirt 
he  goes  in  queft  of  his  food,  which  is  principally  beetles  and  cthei 
infedts ;  he  is  alfo  very  fond  of  eggs  and  young  chickens.  Hi:  titi 
is  Hiid  to  be  tolerably  good,  and  his  fat  is  fometimes  ufed  as  a: 
emollient.     But  what  renders  this  animal  remarkable  is,  his  bciiij 
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furnillied  with  organs  for  feereting  and  retaining  a  liquor,  vo.atij 
5iid  I'cctid  bc\  ond  any  thing  known,  and  which  he  has  the  powl 
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of  emitting  to  the  diflancc  of  a  rod  or  more,  when  ncccffiry  for  hi-? 
defence.  When  this  ammunition  is  expended  he  is  quite  harmlols.* 
This  volatile  fccfor  is  a  powerful  aiuifpafmodic.  This  animal  is 
found  in  all  parts  of  America  from  Hudfon's  bay  to  Peru. 

There  are  three  or  four  varieties  mentioned  by  M.  Butfon  under 
the  name  of  the  Stinking  Polecats^  all  of  which  pofTefs  this  woniler- 
fill  quality  of  annoying  their  enemies  from  the  fame  quarter. 

Some  turn  their  tail  to  their  purfuers,  and  emit  a  moft  horrible 
llench,  which  keeps  both  dogs  and  men  at  a  confiderable  diflance. 
Others  ejed  their  urine  to  the  diftancc  of  feveral  feet,  and  it  is  of  fo 
virulent  a  quality,  as  almoft  to  occafion  blindnefs,  if  any  of  i*^  fliouki 
happen  to  fall  into  the  eyes.  Clothes  infected  with  it  retain  the  fmell 
for  many  days ;  no  wafhing  can  make  them  Aveet,  but  they  mufl 
be  even  buried  in  frefli  foil  before  they  can  be  thoroughly  cleanfed. 
Dogs  that  are  not  properly  bred  turn  back  as  foon  as  they  perceive 
the  fmell ;  thofe  that  have  been  accuftomed  to  it  will  kill  the  ani- 
rwl,  but  are  obliged  to  relieve  themfclves  by  thruil'ng  their  nofcs 
ifito  the  ground. 

*  Conocrniiik;  rlv;  American  fltiink,  Dr.  Mitchell,  in  n  letter  to  Dr.  Poft,  i-,%%, 
•*ritc5  thus:  «*  Not  long  fincc  I  haJ  an  opportunity  to  dilliitfl  the  American  Ikunk, 
[]'.:. fii  fiutwus,  Linn.)  The  moft  remarkable  appearances,  on  examination,  were 
:lic  following :  rhc  (kin  was  cxcccJingly  lax,  infomv;ch  that  when  pulled  away  from 
;hc  l.;l,j;ir"nt  iTicmhranc,  the  hairs,  in  many  places  drawn  through  it,  were  left  rooted  in 
:'r.t  fat ;  the  urine  polTefli;d  no  more  fiitor  than  is  common  to  that  cxcrementitious 
fiiii  in  many  other  animals :  but  the  peculiar  odoriferous  I'ubi^ance,  which  the  creature 
mils  when  purfued,  proceeds  from  two  facks,  fach  capable  of  containing  about  half 
w  oimcc,  fitiiated  at  the  extremity  of  the  intrjlinum  tc^utn,  and  furrounded  by  large 
wJ  llroiig  cirtu'.ar  mufcles,  which  contraifting  by  a  voluntary  exertion,  force  out  the 
'-ik  yc'ilowilh  liquor  through  two  dudls,  opening  near  the  vci-gc  of  the  anus.  As 
I  i-.e  nnimal  is  neither  fwift  nor  ftrong,  this  fccms  to  have  been  i^ivcn  it  as  a  dc« 
ic.c  aijainft  its  enemies,  on  whofe  approach  the  volatile  matter  is  difchargcd  with 
comiJcrablc  force,  and  to  no  fnjall  dilh'ncc.  From  its  analogy  to  mufk,  ambcrgrir, 
U'rt  .wA  cailor,  1  am  flrongly  inclined  to  think  it  mi^'ju  be  with  advantage  ranked 
iT.nii^  thr  antifpafmodifs  of  the  Maicria  Mciica,  or  dalTtd  with  drugs  in  the  Ihops  of 

|P'l''!!'.KrS. 

"  A  liniilar  fabftance,    although  not  fi   abundant   and   fragrant,    I  have  likcwife 
f'l.nJ  ill  bags  of  the  fame   kind,   wlifit  I  djifctOed  the  common  wcafcl,  (A/.-y.V.u  vu/- 
|f-''i)  which,  in   all    probability,  wil\  be  foiuid  to  pofTcfs  virtue.;  not  much  differing 
|irjm'hf  fp.Jr,:;r,  or  li.|Uor  o(  ihc  vivrrn,  or  ilie  American  (kunk. 

"  Tkr  nul^^^u.l(h,  [Cjjloi  wuftitii.)  wb.ich  I  have  alfo  diffrfted,  has  no  fackr.  of  ihis 
'!■',  :  .J  tl.rafo;,'  I  am  forcibly  1.-.'.  to  fulpe.5>  that  Iti  odcur  rcfide:>  in  thecDtisular  ex- 
Wyinii  i;ij  jx;rfj-,ii'-,;  111  liter." 

2  7.  *  The 
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The  Stijlttiji^t  or  i>quajh^  which  it  the  fccond  variety,  is  ne.irly  0/^ 
the  rune  lize  with  the  ikuiik  ;  its  hair  is  ioiig  and  of  a  •■'••  ;>  brou-n 
colour;  it  lives  in  holes  and  tlcfts  of  rocks,  where  the  u'li'iJc  hiincrs 
ioith  her  young:  it  is  a  native  of  Mexico,  and  feeds  Ci  Ucotlcs, 
worms  and  fmall  biuls:  it  (Uilioy.i  poultry,  of  which  it  only  cn;s 
the  br.iiiis.  VVlien  afraid  or  irrifaird  it  voids  the  fa.iK  wfl'cnrjvt  kind 
of  odour,  which  no  creature  duo  venture  to  approach.  Proktfor 
Kalin  was  in  danger  of  beinij  fufloratcd  by  one  that  was  j)urlut.d 
iiUo  a  hoiile  where  he  llc|)t ;  and  it  alVcClcd  the  cattle  fo  much,  that 
liny  bellowed  through  pa  m.  Another,  which  was  killed  by  a  maid. 
lu  vant  in  u  ccllir,  fo  all  rtcd  her  with  its  ftcncli,  that  Ihc  lay  ill  lor 
fcvcral  day* :  all  the  proMfions  that  were  in  the  places  were  fo  tainted 
with  the  fmell,  as  to  be  utterly  unfit  fur  ufe.  This  is  the  coalfcof 
Buflbn,  of  which  wc  have  given  the  iigurc. 

Another  vaiicty  if  called  the  Concpatc ',  it  is  fomcwhat  fmall  r, 
and  differs  chielly  from  the  fqualh  in  being  marked  with  five  p:irrilkl 
V.  hite  lines,  which  run  along  its  back  and  rule:,  from  head  to  t.iil. 

It  is  a  iniive  of  Xoith-Amciica.  When  attacked  it  biilllesup  j 
its  hr.ir,  throws  iifeli  into  a  round  form,  and  eniits  an  odour  wlnui  \ 
110  creature  cin  fiii>port. 

The  la  It  of  this  pcfciferons  family  which  we  fhall  mention  is  tli« 

'/.erllln, — Thi;  animal  is  a  native  of  Ntw-Spain,  where  it  iscalkd 
the  maiijuita  :  it  is  found  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Oronoque  ;  and, 
although  extremely  beautiful,  is  at  the  fame  time  the  molt  ofll-nfive  of 
xiW  crCvUures.  its  body  is  beautifully  marked  with  wiiite  ftripes  upon 
a  black  ground,  running  from  tiic  head  to  the  middle  of  the  back; 
from  whence  they  aic  eroded  with  other  white  bands,  which  cover 
the  lower  part  of  the  back  and  tianks :  its  tail  is  long  and  biif!;}, 
black  as  far  as  the  middle,  and  white  to  its  extremity  :  it  is  an  active 
and  mifchicvous  little  animal ;  its  ftench  is  faid  to  extend  to  a  cuU' 
iiderablediftance,  and  is  fo  {)owerful  as  to  o\-i:rcome  even  thepamlicr 
of  Airicrica,  which  i?  one  of  its  greateft  enemies. 

Notvvithftanding  this  otfcnlive  quality  in  ihefe  animals,  they  arc 
frequently  tamcil,  and  will  folhnv  their  madcr.  They  do  not  em:t 
their  odour,  uiilefs  when  beaten  or  irritated.  They  are  frequents;' 
killed  by  the  native  Indianp,  who  immediately  cut  away  the  noxious 
glands,  thereby  preventing  the  flcfli,  which  is  ^ood  eating,  inun 
being  infctftet!.  Its  taftc  is  faid  nearly  to  refemble  the  flavour  ot  a 
young  pig.     The  favage  Indians  make  purfes  of  their  Ikiiis. 
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The  Coatl,  or  Biar.iiian  H 'ivi/il. —Thh  animal  has  fome  icfcm- 
Maiice  10  the  bear,  in  the  length  of  its  hiiul  legs,  in  the  form  of  its 
feet,  in  tlic  biidiinefs  of  its  hair,  and  in  the  HriK^urc  of  its  paws. 
It  is  fniall ;  its  tail  is  long,  and  variegated  with  ditfcrcnt  colours ; 
it!)  upper  jaw  is  nuich  longer  than  the  lower,  and  very  pliaHt ;  its 
ears  are  roiimleil :  its  hair  is  fniooth,  i'oft  and  glolfy,  of  a  bright 
bay  colour ;  and  its  breaft  is  whitifli. 

It  inhabits  Brafil  and  Guiana,  runs  up  trees  very  nimbly,  eats  likit 
A  liog,  and  holds  its  food  between  its  fore  legs  like  a  bear. 

The  Coati  ftands  with  eafc  on  its  hind  feet.  It  is  faid  to  gnaw  its 
own  tail,  which  it  generally  carries  ered,  and  Iwceps  it  about  from 
iide  to  fide. 

ANIMALS   OF   THE   BADGER    KINP. 

The  common  European  badger  is  the  only  one  found  in  America ; 
for  the  animal  of  this  genus,  defcribcd  as  a  different  fpecies,  and 
ciillcd  tiie  American  badger,  is  nothing  more  than  a  variation  of  the 
foimer.  It  is  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hudfon's  bay  and  Ca- 
nada, as  likcvvifc  in  fome  of  the  United  States,  but  docs  not  appear 
to  be  numerous. 


ANIM\I,S    OF   THE   orPOSSUM    KIND, 

nrginlan  Oppoff'uni. — This  animal  has  a  long  fliarp-pointed  nofc ; 
large,  round,  naked,  and  very  thin  ears,  black,  edged  with  pure 
white,  Imall,  black,  lively  eyes ;  long  ftiff  hairs  each  fide  the  nofc, 
and  benind  the  eyes ;  face  covered  with  fliort  foft  white  hairs ;  fpace 
round  the  eyes  dufky ;  neck  very  fliort,  its  fides  of  a  dirty  yellow  ; 
hind  part  of  the  neck  and  the  back  covered  v\ith  hair  above  two 
inches  long,  foft  but  uneven,  the  bottoms  of  a  yellowifli  white,  middle 
part  black,  ends  whitifli ;  fides  covered  with  dirty  and  dulky  hairs, 
belly  with  foft,  woolly,  dirty  white  hair  ;  legs  and  thighs  black  ; 
feetduiky;  claws  white;  bafe  of  the  tail  clothed  with  long  hairs 
like  thofe  on  the  back ;  refl  of  the  tail  covered  with  fmall  fcal-es,  the 
half  next  the  body  black,  the  rell  white  ;  it  has  a  difagreeable  ap- 
pearance, looking  like  the  body  of  a  fnake,  and  has  the  fame  pre- 
lienfile  quality  as  that  of  fome  monkies ;  body  round  and  very 
iliickj  legs  ihort ;  on  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  of  the  female  is  a 
"iige  pouch,  in  which  the  teats  are  lodged,  and  where  the  young 
flielter  as  foon  as  they  are  born. 

The  ufual  length  of  the  animal  is,  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe  to  the 
bafe  of  the  tail,  about  twenty  inches ;  of  the  tail  twelve  inches. 

c  Inhabits 
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2S^  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

Inhabits  Virginia,  Louifiana,  Mexico,  Bralil  and  Peru  ;  is  very 
ckftruftivc  to  poultry,  and  fucks  the  blood  without  eatiiig  the  flcfli; 
feeds  alio  on  roots  and  w\k\  fruits ;  is  very  aiStive  in  climbing  trees, 
will  hang  fufpended  fronn  the  branches  by  its  tail,  and,  by  fwinging 
its  body,  fling  itfelf  among  the  boughs  of  the  neighbouring  trees ; 
rontinues  frequently  hanging  with  its  head  downwards ;  hunts 
eagerly  after  birds  and  their  nefts ;  walks  very  flow ;  when  purfued 
and  overtaken  will  feign  itfelf  dead  ;  not  cafily  killed,  being  as  te« 
jiacious  of  life  as  a  cat ;  when  the  female  is  about  to  bring  forth, 
fhe  makes  a  thick  nef^  of  dry  grafs  in  fome  clofe  bufli  at  the  foot  of 
a  tree,  and  biings  four,  five  or  fix  young  at  a  time. 

As  foon  as  the  young  are  brought  forth  they  take  ftielter  in  the 
pouch,  or  falfe  belly,  and  faflen  fo  clofely  to  the  teats,  as  not  to  be 
fcparatcd  without  difficulty ;  they  are  blind,  naked,  and  very  fmall 
when  new-born,  and  refemble  fcetufcs ;  it  is  therefore  nercilbry 
that  they  fliould  continue  there  till  chey  attain  a  perfeft  flinpe, 
ftrength,  fight  and  hair,  and  are  prepared  to  undergo  what  may  be 
culled  a  fecond  birth  ;  after  which  tlioy  run  into  this  pouch  as  into 
an  afyluiu  in  time  of  danger,  and  the  parent  carries  them  about 
with  her.  During  the  time  of  this  fecond  geftation,  the  feniaie 
ihews  an  excclTive  attachment  to  her  young,  and  will  fuffer  any 
torture  rather  than  permit  tliis  receptacle  to  bt  opened,  for  (lie 
has  power  of  opening  or  clofing  it  by  the  alTirtance  of  fome  very 
lUong  mufck?. 

The  iiefli  of  the  old  animals  is  very  good,  like  that  of  a  fucking 
pig;  the  hair  is  dyed  by  the  Indian  women,  and  wove  into  garter* 
and  girdles-;  the  fkin  is  vejy  fcctid. 

Murine  OppoJJ'um. — This  animal  has  long  broad  ears,  rounded  3t 
the  end,  thui  and  naktd  ;  eyes  encompalfed  with  black ;  face,  head, 
and  upper  part  of  the  body,  of  a  tawny  colour  ;  the  belly  yellouifh 
white  ;  the  feet  coverts!  witlj  fliort  whitifli  hair ;  toes  formed  like 
thofe  of  the  Virginian  ;  tail  lleiider,  covered  with  minute  frales, 
from  the  tip  to  within  two  inches  of  me  bafe,  which  are  clothed 
with  hair.  Length,  from  nofe  to  tail,  about  eight  inches ;  tail  of 
the  f-imc  length:  the  female  wants  the  falfe  belly  of  the  former, 
but,  on  the  lower  part,  the  Ikin  forms  on  each  fide  a  fold,  betweta 
which  the  teats  are  lodged. 

This  fpecics  varies  in  colour.  It  inhabits  the  hot  parts  of  South- 
America,  agrees  with  the  others  in  its  food,  manners,  and  the  pr'.- 
hcnlilc  powers  of  its  tail :  it  brings  from  ten  to  fourteen  young  i'\i\ 
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time  ;  at  leaft,  in  fome  fpecies,  there  are  that  luiinber  of  tcati :  the 
young  affix  ihemfelvcs  to  the  teats  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  and  re- 
main attached,  like  fo  many  inanimate  things,  till  they  attain  grjuth 
and  vigour  to  fltift  a  little  for  themfelves. 

Mexican  Oppojum  has  large,  angular,  naked  and  tranfparcnt  cars  ; 
nofc  thicker  than  that  of  the  former  kind ;  whi&ers  very  large ;  a 
flight  border  of  black  fiirrounds  the  eyes ;  face  of  a  dirty  white, 
with  a  dark  line  running  down  the  middle  ;  the  hairs  on  the  head, 
ami  upper  part  of  the  body,  afli-colourcd  at  the  roots,  of  a  deep 
tawny  brown  at  the  tips ;  legs  dulky  ;  claws  white  ;  belly  dull  cine- 
reous; tail  long  and  pretty  thick,  varied  with  brown  and  yellow,  is 
hairy  near  an  inch  from  its  origin,  the  reft  naked  ;  length,  from  nofe 
Xo  tail,  about  nine  inches ;  the  tail  the  length  of  the  body  and  head. 
Inhabits  the  mountains  of  ^Mexico,  lives  in  trees,  where  it  brings 
forth  its  young  ;  when  in  any  fi!;i;ht  they  embrace  their  parent 
clofely  ;  the  tail  is  prehcnfile,  and  ftrvcs  inftead  of  a  hand. 

Cayenne  OppoJJum. — It  has  a  long  llender  face  j  ears  eredt,  pointed 
rcl  fliort ;  the  coat  woolly,  mixed  with  very  coarfc  hairs,  three 
inches  long,  of  a  dirty  white  from  the  roots  to  the  miJdk-,  from 
thence  to  the  ends  of  a  deep  brown  ;  fides  and  belly  of  a  |)ale  yel- 
low ;  legs  of  a  dnfky  brown ;  thiniib  on  eat  h  foot  diftinft ;  on  tljc 
toes  of  the  fore  feet  and  thumb  uf  the  hind  are  nails,  on  the  toes 
nf  the  hind  feet  crooked  clnws ;  t  lil  very  long,  taper,  naked  and 
fcaly.  Length  fcvenrcen  French  inches;  of  the  tail  tiftecn  and  a 
half:  the  fubjeift  me.ifiucd  was  young. 

Inhabits  Cayenne,  very  at'tive  in  clinibino  tree?,  on  which  it 
lives  the  whole  day  :  in  marfliy  places  feeds  on  rrabs,  which,  wheti 
it  cannot  draw  out  of  tlieir  holes  with  its  feet,  hooks  them  by  mean* 
of  its  long  tail ;  if  the  crab  pinrlus  its  tail  the  animal  fcts  up  a  loud 
Ciy,  which  may  be  heard  :ifar  ;  its  common  voice  is  a  grunt  like  a 
youtjg  pig:  it  is  well  fiirninied  wlrh  teeth,  4tul  will  dffcnd  itfelf 
ftoutly  agninft  dogs  ;  brings  forth  four  or  five  young,  which  it  fe- 
curcs  ill  fome  hollow  tree.  Tl'f  natives  eit  thcie  animals,  vM  fay 
their  flefli  refembles  a  hare.  They  are  eafily  taiucd,  rid  w-ll  tlicw 
rcfvife  no  kind  of  food. 
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~  PECCARY    OR    MiXlCAN    HOC. 

jarts  of  South- 1  fj,;,,  animal,  called  the  Mexican  hog,  inhibits  the  hoitcii  jxarii 
Is,  and  the  pr-'I^f  South-Ameiiua,  ;vhcre  the  fpecws  n  very  aumcrous ;  hcJi|>  con- 
Iteen  young  I**  ^  I  iiiting 
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iiftiiig  of  two  or  three  htmdred  are  fometimcs  to  be  fccn  together. 
It  is  very  fierce,  ami  will  fight  ftoutly  with  bcafts  of  prey  when  at. 
tacked  by  them.  The  jaguar  is  its  mortal  enemy,  and  frequently 
lofes  its  Jife  in  cngagini.';  a  number  of  thefe  animals,  for  they  alfift 
cajh  other  wlienever  aitaeked. 

They  live  chiefly  in  mountainous  placc^;,  and  are  not  fond  of 
•\vallowino  in  the  mire  like  the  common  hog.  T!  jy  feed  on  fruits, 
roots  and  feeds  j  they  likewife  eat  Icrpcnts,  toads  and  lizards,  and 
aie  rery  dexterous  ia  firft  taking  off  the  ikin  with  their  fore  feet 
and  teeth. 

It  is  fomewhat  fmaller  than  the  common  hog  ;  its  body  is  covered 
with  long  briftles,  which,  when  the  creature  is  irritated,  rife  up 
like  the  prickles  of  a  hedgehog,  and  are  nearly  as  llrong,  they  r.re 
of  a  dulky  colour,  with  alternate  rings  of  white  ;  acrofs  the  fiiouN 
ders  to  the  breaft  there  is  a  band  of  white  ;  its  head  is  fliort  and 
thick;  it  has  two  tufks  in  each  jaw;  its  cars  are  fmall  and  crcft ; 
and  inftead  of  a  tail  it  has  a  fmall  flefliy  protuberance,  which  does 
not  cover  its  pofteriors.  It  differs  mod  eflentlaliy  fiom  the  hog,  in 
having  a  fmall  orifice  on  the  lower  part  of  the  back,  from  whence  a 
thin  watry  humour,  of  a  moll  difagreeable  fmell,  flows  very  co« 
pioufly. 

Like  the  common  hog,  the  peccary  is  very  prolific.  The  young 
ones,  if  taken  at  firif,  aie  eafily  tamed,  and  I'lon  lofe  all  their  na- 
tural ferocit) ,  but  can  never  be  brought  to  difcover  any  ligns  of  at- 
tachmtnt  to  thofc  that  fcid  them. 

Their  flefh  is  drier  nnd  leaner  than  that  of  our  hog,  but  is  by  no 
nvrans  diiagrecnble,  and  nriy  be  greatly  improved  by  caitration. 

Alt.'.ough  the  Eui'opcan  hog  is  conmion  in  America,  and  in  many 
parts  lias  become  wild,  the  peccary  iias  never  been  known  to  breed 
with  i:.  TIk'V  tietiuenily  go  together,  and  feed  in  the  fame  woods; 
but  hitherto  no  intermediate  breed  has  bei^n  known  to  arile  from 
their  intercoiiile. 


ANIVAI.S    OK    THE    CAW    KIND. 

Giu'nea-P;^,  or  RcjVrj's  Cavy. — This  little  animal  is  a  native  of 
Brafil,  but  lives  and  propagates  in  tcmj^crate  and  even  in  cold  cli- 
n.atcs,  when  prutct'ted  from  the  inclenicncy  of  the  feafons.  Gieat 
numbers  are  kep  in  a  d^mcftic  (late,  and  tl.erclorc  we  conceive  any 
iui;'::tr  obfeiVvitions  are  unncccflary. 
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Ctfl^ei. — This  is  a  native  of  Soutli-Anericn,  and  lives  oii  the 
banks  of  great  rivers,  Ivich  f3  thr  Oroaoqae,  Amazons,  and  Rio 
de  la  Plata;  fwinis  and  divu';  umarhaMy  well,  rnd  is  very  dex- 
terous in  catching  fifh,  Ufion  v.nich  it  v:niefly  ftihrnlis :  it  likewil« 
fats  grain,  fruits  nm!  furpr-can-"? ;  hcris  moftly  in  the  night,  and 
rommits  great  ravages  in  the  gnr'>>i<:»  T!n  y  gcneraljy  keep  in  large 
herds,  and  make  a  noife  not  niv.ch  unlike  the  bnylng  of  an  afs. 

Its  flelh  is  fat  and  tender,  hut,  like  that  of  the  otter,  has  an  oily 
and  fifhy  tafte.  It  is  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  hog,  and,  by  fome 
naturaliffs,  has  been  claifed  witli  that  animal. 

Its  fore  hoofs  are  divided  into  four,  the  hind  ones  into  three;  its 
kad  is  large  and  thick,  and  on  the  nofe  there  are  long  whifkers ; 
its  ears  are  fmall  and  rounded,  and  its  eyes  large  and  black ;  there 
are  two  large  cutting-teeth  and  eight  grinders  in  each  jaw,  and  each 
of  thefe  grinders  forms  on  its  furface  what  appears  to  be  three 
teelli,  flat  at  their  ends ;  the  legs  arc  fliort,  the  toes  long,  and  con- 
nected at  the  bottom  with  a  fmall  web ;  the  end  of  each  toe  is  guarded 
by  a  fmall  hoof;  it  has  no  tail ;  the  hair  on  the  body  is  ftiort,  rough, 
and  of  a  brown  colour. 

It  is  a  gentle  animal»  eafily  tamed,  and  will  follow  thofe  who  feed 
it  and  treat  it  kindly. 

As  it  runs  badly,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  conftruftion  of  its 
feet,  its  fafety  confifts  not  in  flight ;  Nature  has  provided  it  with 
other  means  of  preiervation ;  when  in  danger  it  plunges  into  the 
water  and  dives  to  a  great  diftance.  .         ' 

Pacoy  or  Spotted  Cavy. — This  animal  is  about  the  fize  of  a  h^.e> 

kit  its  body  is  much  thicker,  plumper  and  fatter.    The  Colour  cf 

the  hair  on  the  back  is  dark  brown  or  liver-coloured  j  it 'i  lightex 

on  the  fides,  which  are  beautifully  marked  with  lines  of  white  fpoti, 

I  running  in  parallel  directions  from  its  throat  to  its  rump ;  thols:  uii 

I  the  upper  part  of  the  body  are  perfeftly  diftindb ;  the  belly  i    vhiie. 

Its  head  is  large ;  its  ears  fliort  and  naked  ;  its  eyes  full  ainl  placed 

H'igh  in  its  head  near  the  cars;  in  the  lower  part  of  each  jaw,  im- 

|n.ediately  under  the  eye,  it  hai!  a  remarkably  deep  flit  or  furrow* 

jwhichfeems  like  the  termination  of  the  jaw,  and  has  the  appc;wance 

lot  an  opening  of  the  mouth ;   its  upper  jaw  projefts  beyond  the 

jiiinler ;  it  has  two  ftrong  yellow  cutting-teeth  in  each  jaw ;  its  mouth 

p  fmall,  and  its  upper  lip  is  divided;  it  has  long  whiflcers  on  its 

|ips,  and  on  each  fide  of  its  head  under  the  ears ;  its  legs  are  ftnort  j, 

|i  has  four  toes  on  the  fore  feet,  and  three  on  the  hind  j  it  h^s  no 

Vol.  IV,  7.  A  tail. 


■A 


I 


4;  . 


M 


f.-i 


kt* 


,/    .        ..  ,i:'l 


I 


f  - 


'''i 


4U 


mi 


362  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

tail.  It  is  a  native  of  South-America,  and  lives  on  the  banks  of 
rivers  in  warm  and  moift  places.  It  digs  holes  in  the  ground,  f*. 
cretes  itl'clf  during  the  day,  and  goes  out  at  night  in  queft  of  food. 

It  is  a  cleanly  animal,  and  will  nut  hear  the  fatallert  degree  of 
dirtinefs  in  its  apartment.  When  purfucd  it  takes  to  the  water,  and 
elcapes  by  diving,  if  attacked  by  dogs  it  makes  a  vigorous  defence. 
Its  flefli  is  cflecmcd  a  great  delicacy  by  the  natives  of  Brafii. 
•  Wc  think  this  animal  might  be  eafily  naturalifed  in  this  country, 
and  added  to  our  ftork  of  ulcful  animals.  It  is  not  much  afraid  of 
cold,  and  being  accuilomed  to  burrow,  it  would  by  that  means  de» 
fend  itfelf  againft  the  rigoius  of  our  wiuier. 

There  arc.  i'cveral  varieties  of  them,  fomc  of  which  weigh  from 
fourteen  to  twenty,  and  even  thirty  pounds. 

u4gout!\  or  Lon;^-ut>jcd  Cai'y. — T  his  animal  is  about  thefizcof  a 
hare ;  its  no(e  is  lor.g,  upper  lip  divided,  fkin  fietk  and  fliining, 
of  a  brown  colour  mixed  with  red,  tail  flurr,  Itgs  flcnder  and  alreoll 
naked;  has  foui  toes  on  the  fore  feet  and  three  on  the  hnid;  grunts 
like  a  pig,  fits  (■:.  its  hind  legs,  and  feeds,  itfelf  with  its  pawsj 
and  when  fatiated  with  food  ir  conceals  the  remainder.  It  entj 
fruits,  roots,  nuts,  and  almofl  every  kind  of  vegetable;  is  hunted 
i*ith  dogs,  runs  fall,  and  its  motions  are  like  thofe  of  a  hare.  Itj 
flefli,  which  icfemblcs  that  of  a  rabbit,  is  eaten  by  the  inhabitant* 
of  South-America, 

Great  numbers  of  them  are  foupd  in  Guiana  and  ^ralil.    They 
live  in  wood:;,  hedges  and  hollow  trees. 

The  female  brings  forth  at  all  times  of  the  year,  and  produces 
three,  four,  and  fomctimes  five  at  a  time. 

Akoui'hi. — Tin?  feems  to  be  a  variety  of  the  agouti,  and,  though j 
Ihmewhat  lefs,  is  nearly  of  the;  fame  form,  but  its  tail  is  longer.  I; 
inhabits  the  fame  countries,  is  of  an  olive  colour;  its  flefli  is  wliitc,! 
delicate,  and  has. the  flavour  ^i  a  young  ral)bit ;  is  much  efteen.dl 
by  the  natives,  who  hutit  it  with  dogs,  and  reckon  it  amolig  t'lCJ 
finefl  game  of  SoQth-Amcrica. 

Rock  Cai'y. — This  is  likewife  found,  in  Brnfil,  is  about  twelvt 
inches  in  length  ;  the  colour  of  the  upper  part  of  its  body  roffarlei 
that  of  the  hare;  its  bcliy  is  \vliite;  tlie  ypper  lip  divided ;  ilis^ 
cars  fliort  and  rounded  like  thofe  of  a  rat,  and. has  no  tail.  i| 
iOoves  likes  the  hare,  its  fore  legs  being  fliorter  than  the  hind.  l| 
ha<i  four  toe?  oa  tU;;  fore  isct,  and  only  ihiee  on  the  hiod.    Its  flcflj 
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is  like  that  of  the  rabbit,   and  its  manner  of  living  is  a\h  very 
fimilar. 

ANIMALS   OF   THE   HARt   KINO. 

Amfrkan  Hare, — This  animal  is  not  miicTi  more  than  half  the 
the  fize  of  the  European  hare  ;  its  ears  are  tipt  with  grcy>  the  neck 
and  body  mixed  with  cinereous,  ruft  colour,  arvl  black  ;  the  upper 
part  of  the  tail  black  and  the  lower  part  white ;  the  legs  are  of  a 
pale  ferruginous,  and  the  belly  white.  This  .inimal  is  found  in  all 
parts  of  North-America,  South  of  New-Jerf:}  it  retains  its  colour 
all  the  year ;  but  to  the  nortlnvard,  in  Ncw-Ilngland,  Canada  and 
Hiidfon's  bay,  it  chanijes  at  the  approach  of  winter  ;  its  fummcr 
coat  for  one,  long,  foft  and  filvery,  the  cdj^es  of  its  ears  only  pre- 
ferving  their  colour.  Its  flcfli  is  good,  and  is  exceeding  ufetul  to  thofe 
wlio  winter  at  Hudfon's  bay,  where  they  are  taken  in  abundance. 

P'arying  Hare. — This  animal  in  fummer  is  grey,  with  a  flight  mix- 
ture of  black  and  tawny  ;  tail  white,  and  the  feet  clofcly  and  warmly 
covered  with  fur:  in  winter  it  changes  to  a  Ihowy  white,  except 
the  tips  and  edges  of  the  ears,  which  remain  black  :  this  change 
not  only  takes  place  in  tne  cold  bleak  regions  of  the  north,  but  when 
kept  tame  in  llovc-wai med  rooms.  They  are  in  America  chiefly 
found  about  Hudion'r.  bay  and  Cook's  river. 

Brafilian  Hare. — This  animal  has  very  large  ears,  ;  white  ring 
round  its  neck,  in  every  other  rcfpccft  the  fame  as  the  common  hare. 
It  is  found  in  Braf  1  and  Mexico,  and  is  very  good  for  footl. 

Mr.  Morfe  mentions  another  l[3erits  found  in  all  the  United  States, 
which  burrows  like  a  ral)bit  ;  this  he  thinks  to  be  peculiar  to  Ame- 
rica. The  rabbit,  though  it  thrives  well,  particularly  in  Soutli-Amc* 
ilea,  was  never  found  wild  in  any  part  of  the  American  continent. 


SLOTH. 

Of  all  animals  tins  is  the  moft  flugf^ifli  and  inac'tivc  ;  and,  if  wc 
were  to  judge  from  outward  tippearance,  would  Icem  the  moll  hclp- 
lefs  and  wretched.  All  its  motions  feem  to  be  the  etfc(St  of  the  moft 
piiiiful  exertion,  which  hunger  alone  is  capable  of  exciting 

It  lives  chiefly  in  trees;  and  having  alccnded  one  with  infinite 
labour  and  difficulty,  it  remains  there  till  it  has  entirely  (tripped  it  of 
all  its  verdure,  fparing  neither  iVuit,  blofVom  nor  leaf ;  after  which 
it  is  faid  to  devour  even  the  bark.  Being  unable  to  defcend,  it 
throws  itfelf  on  the  ground,  and  continues  at  the  bottom  of  the  tree 
'ill  hunger  again  compels  it  to  renew  its  toils  in  feurch  of  fubliftence. 
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lis  motions  arc  accompanied  wiiU  a  nol:  piteous  and  lamentable 
cry,  which  terrifies  even  bcafts  of  prey,  and  proves  it:,  beft  defence. 

Though  flow,  aukward,  and  almoft  incapable  of  motion,  the 
fioth  is  ftioiig,  remarkably  tenacious  of  life,  and  capable  of  enduring 
a  long  abftinencc  from  food.  We  are  told  of  one  that,  having  faftened 
jtf'clf  by  its  feet  to  a  pole,  remained  in  that  fitualion  forty  days  without 
tile  leaft  fuftcnance.  The  ftrength  in  its  legs  and  feet  is  fo  great, 
that,  having  feized  any  thing,  it  is  almort  ImpoiTible  to  oblige  it  to 
quit  its  hold. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  floths,  which  are  principally  diftinguiflunl 
by  the  number  of  their  claws :  the  one  called  the  at  is  about  the 
fize  of  a  fox,  and  has  three  long  claws  on  each  foot;  its  legs  are 
clumfy  and  aukwardly  placed  ;  and  the  fore  legs  being  longer  than 
the  hind,  add  greatly  to  the  difficulty  of  its  progrcllive  motion :  ii. 
whole  body  is  covered  with  a  rough  coat  of  long  hair,  of  a  lightifli- 
brown  colour,  mixed  with  white,  not  unlike  thai  of  a  badger,  and 
has  a  black  line  down  the  middle  of  the  back  ;  its  face  's  naked,  and 
of  a  dirty  white  colour;  tail  fliort,  eyes  fmall,  black  and  heavy,  it 
i»  found  only  in  South -Amtrica 

The  Unaii  has  only  two  claws  on  each  foot ;  its  head  is  fliort  and 
jound,  foirewliat  likt  that  of  a  monkey  ;  its  ears  are  fliort,  and  it 
has  no  tail.  It  is  found  in  South-America,  and  aU'o  in  the  iflandot 
Ccyli^n. 

The  flofl)  of  hoi h  kinds  is  eaten.  They  have  fevcral flomachs, 
zuii  ;jre  Ihkl  to  belong  to  the  tribe  of  ruminating  animals. 

^NT-EATERS. 

Th.i'^  are  ievfal  nnni.ils  dillinguillied  by  the  common  name 
v-.f  :.<,r-.  -.i.'s,  V  hiv.1.  dirFc'r  greatly  in  form.  They  are  divided  into 
thiX-e  cia^u-i,  vi>.,  the 'r: cat,  the  ^Tiddle,  and  the  Lefler  Ant-eater. 

'j  .'e  Great  vj^v't^*/.--  is  ntarly  tour  feet  in  length,  exclufive  of  its 
t:.J;  ..lii'.ii  ii  ;\\i;  a!,J  a  lu'.'.f.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  great  length 
of'.!:;  inout,  wlucii  of  a  yiindrlcal  form,  and  ferves  as  a  flieath 
to  ii3  l'^;-.;-'  a. id  fletiilL'  t  )n^;;i;e,  whioli  always  lies  folded  double  in 
its  muutl;,  nnd  is  tht  <  ',;ef  i.^lltument  by  which  it  finds  fubfiftence. 

Th)!'  ro.ture  is  n  niu\c:  of  Brafil  and  Guiana,  runs  flowly,  fre- 
quently ivvims  over  rivers,  lives  wholly  on  ants,  which  it  colieds  by 
thi'iuing  ns  tongue  imo  their  holes,  and  having  penetrated  into 
svcry  n.irt  vi  the  neft,  withdi  aw3  it  into  its  niouth  leaded  with  prey. 
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Its  legs  are  ft)  ftrong,  that  few  nnimals  can  extricate  themfelvcs 
from  its  gripe.  It  is  faid  to  be  formifiable  even  to  the  panthers  of 
America,  and  fometimesiixesitfelf  upon  them  in  fiich  a  manner,  that 
both  of  them  fall  and  ptrifli  together  ;  for  its  obftinacy  is  fo  great, 
that  it  will  not  extricate  irfelf  from  its  adverfary  even  after  he  is 
dead. 

The  flefli  has  a  ftrong  difagrccable  ^afte,  but  it  is  eaten  by  the 
Indians. 

7'he  MiJJic  Ant-eaier  is  about  one  foot  feven  inches  from  nofe  to 
:.iil;  It  inhabits  the  fame  countries,  and  procures  its  food  in  the 
f.iire  manner  as  the  hift.  Its  tail  is  ten  inciies  long,  with  which  it 
fcciircs  its  hold  in  climbing  trees  by  twifting  it  round  the  branches. 

Both  thcfc  animals  have  four  ftrong  claws  on  the  tore  feet,  and 
five  on  the  hind. 

1l>e  Leffcr  Ant-catcr  has  a  flmrp-pointed  nofe,  inclining  a  little 
^lowr  wards ;  its  ears  are  fmall,  and  hid  in  the  fur ;  it  has  two  ftrong 
l.ookcd' claws  on  the  fore  feet,  the  outward  one  being  much  the 
ip.ij^'eft,  and  four  on  the  hind  feet ;  its  tur  is  Jong,  foft  and  filky,  of 
n  ydlowini-brown  colour  ;  its  length,  from  nofe  to  tail,  is  feven 
i'  ches  and  a  half,  tall  above  eight,  thick  at  the  bafe,  and  taper  to 
the  end.  It  inhabits  Guiana  ;  elimbs  trees  in  cjucft  of  a  fpecies  of 
:ius  which  build  tlieir  nefts  amonu  the  oranches. 


ANIMALS    OF    THE    PORCUPINE    KIND. 

BrafMan  Porcupine. — This  animal  is  very  diff^erent  from  that 
iinown  in  general  under  the  name  of  porcupine ;  indeed  it  can 
icarccly  be  faid  to  bear  any  relation  to  it,  except  in  its  being  covered 
with  fpines  about  three  inches  in  length  ;  they  are  white,  very  fliarp, 
and  have  a  bar  of  bkick  near  the  points.  The  breaft,  belly,  and 
lower  part  of  the  legs,  aie  covered  with  ftrong  briftly  hairs  of  4 
brown  colour ;  its  tail  is  long  and  flcndcr,  and  almoft  naked  at  the 
end ;  the  animal  ufes  it  in  defccnding  trees  by  twifting  it  round  the 
branches. 

It  inhabits  Mexico  and  Brafil,  lives  in  woods,  and  feeds  on  fruits 
and  fmall  birds ;  it  preys  by  night  and  flecps  in  the  day.  It  makes  a 
noife  like  the  grunting  of  a  fwine,  and  grows  very  tat.  Its  flclh  is 
white  and  efteemed  good  to  eat. 

CnenJcu. — This  animal  inhabits  the  fame  countries  with  the  laft, 
and  its  habits  and  moilc  of  living  are  fimilar  ;  but,  in  refpcft  to  its 
figure,  it  feetps  to  be  a  very  different  animal.    Its  ears  are  fliort  and 
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hill  in  the  hair  :  its  head,  body,  nnd  upper  part  of  its  tail,  arc  co- 
vered with  long  loft  hair,  in  which  arc  intcrfperfcd  a  number  oi 
ilrong  fliarp  fpines;  its  tail  is  fliorter  than  that  of  the  preceding  fpc- 
cies,  and  it  ules  it  in  the  fame  manner  in  defeending  trees,  frequently 
Infpending  itfelf  from  the  blanches. 

Urfofi, — The  urchin,  or  \ufon,  is  about  two  feet  in  lengtl),  and 
vhcn  fat,  the  fame  in  circuml'trente.  He  is  cummonly  called  hedt;c- 
hog  or  porcupine,  but  diilers  from  both  thole  animals  in  every  cha- 
raderiftic  mark,  excepting  his  being  armed  with  quills  on  liis  back 
and  fides ;  ihefe  quills  are  nearly  as  laige  as  a  wheat  ilraw,  from 
three  to  four  inches  long,  and,  unlefs  erected,  nearly  covered 
by  the  animal's  hair  ;  their  points  are  very  hard  and  filled  widi  in- 
numerable very  fmall  barbs  or  fcales,  whole  points  are  railed  from 
the  body  of  the  quill.  When  the  urchin  is  attacked  by  a  dog,  wollj 
%)X  other  beall;  of  prey,  he  throws  himfelf  into  a  pofture  of  defence, 
Jby  fliortening  his  body,  elevating  his  back,  and  ereding  his  quills. 
The  aflailant  foon  finds  fome  of  thofe  weapons  ftuck  into  his  mouth, 
or  other  parts  of  his  body,  and  every  effort  which  he  makes  to  free 
himfelf  caufes  them  to  penetrate  the  farther ;  they  have  been  known 
^o  bury  themfelves  entirely  in  a  few  minutes.  Sometimes  they  prove 
fatal,  at  other  times  they  make  their  way  out  again  through  the  Ikin 
from  various  parts  of  the  body.  If  not  molefted  it  is  an  inofFenfive 
animal.  He  finds  a  hole  or  hollow  which  he  makes  his  refidcnce, 
and  feeds  on  the  baiks  and  roots  of  vegetables.  His  fled),  in  the 
opinion  of  hunters,  is  equal  to  that  of  a  lucking  pig.  Is  found  id 
the  northern  States. 

ARMADILLO. 

This  animal  is  found  only  in  South-America,  where  there  arc  fc« 
veral  varieties  of  them.  They  are  all  covered  with  a  flrong  cruft  or 
fhcll,  and  are  diftinguiflied  from  each  other  by  the  number  of  the 
flexible  bands  of  which  it  is  compoled. 

It  is  a  harmlefs,  inofFenfive  animal,  feeds  on  roots,  fruits  and  other 
v(  gctables,  growa  very  fat,  and  is  greafly  eftoemed  for  the  delicacy 
of  its  flefh. 

The  Incii'.ns  hunt  it  with  fmall  dogs  trained  for  that  purpofe. 
When  iurprifed  it  runs  to  its  hole,  or  attempts  to  make  a  new  one. 
which  it  does  with  great  expedition,  having  itrong  claws  on  its  fore 
fccr,  with  which  it  adheres  fo  firmly  to  the  ground,  that  if  it  lliouid 
be  caught  by  the  tail  whiiil  makiiig  its  way  mto  the  earth,  its  refin- 
ance is  fo  great,  that  it  will  fometimes  leave  it  in  the  hands  ot  i;sj 
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purfuers :  to  avoid  this  the  hunter  has  rccourfe  to  artifice,  and  by 
tickling  it  with  a  ftick  it  gives  up  its  hold,  and  fuffcrs  itfclf  to  be 
taken  alive.  If  no  other  means  of  efcape  be  left,  it  rolls  itfelf  up 
within  its  covering  by  drawing  in  its  head  and  legs,  and  bringing  its 
tail  round  them  as  a  band  to  conneft  them  more  forcibly  together: 
in  this  fituation  it  fometinics  efcapes  by  rolling  itltlf  over  the  edge 
of  a  precipice,  and  generally  falls  to  the  bottom  unhurt. 

Themoft  fuccefsful  method  of  catching  armadillos  is  by  fnarcslaid 
for  them  by  the  fides  of  rivers  or  other  places  wherf.  they  frequent. 
They  all  burrow  very  deep  in  the  ground,  and  feidom  ftir  out  cx- 
«ept  during  the  night,  whilft  they  are  in  fearch  of  food. 

To  give  a  minute  defcription  of  the  fliells  or  coverings  of  the 
armadillos  would  be  extremely  difficult,  as  they  arc  all  compofcd 
of  a  number  of  parts,  differing  greatly  from  each  other  in  th"  c"der 
and  difpofition  of  the  figures  with  which  they  are  diftinguiflied  :  '>ut 
it  may  be  ncceflary  to  obferve,  that  in  general  there  are  two  large 
pieces  that  cover  the  fliouldets  and  the  rump,  between  which  lie  the 
bands,  which  arc  more  or  Ids  in  number  in  different  kinds.  Thcfe 
bands  are  not  unlike  rhufe  in  tlic  tail  of  a  lobfter,  and,  being  flexible, 
give  way  to  the  motions  of  the  animal.  The  firft  we  fliall  mention 
is  the 

Three-landed  Armadillo. — Its  flicll  is  about  twelve  inches  long, 
with  three  bandj  in  the  middle;  tlie  craft  on  the  head,  back  and 
rump,  is  divided  into  a  nuu.ber  of  elegant  raifed  figures,  with  five 
anijles  or  fides;  its  tail  is  not  more  than  two  inch&s  long;  it  has 
neither  cutting  nor  canine  teeth,  and  has  five  toes  on  each  foot. 

^■X'handcd  Arviadlllo. — Is  about  the  fize  of  a  young  pig.  Between 
the  folds  of  the  hnntls  there  arc  a  few  fcattered  hairs ;  its  tail  is  long, 
tl.Ick  at  tlie  bnfe,  and  tapers  to  a  point.  It  is  found  in  Brafil  and 
Guiiina. 

Kight-bnudcd  Armadillo. — Its  ears  are  long  and  upright,  eyes  fmall 
and  black  ;  it  has  four  toes  on  the  fore  feet  and  five  on  the  hind ;  ita 
li.'i';;;h,  from  nrfe  to  tail,  is  about  ten  inches,  the  tail  nine.  It  in.- 
haliits  Brafil,  and  is  reckoned  more  delicious  eating  than  the  others. 

Kinc-haytded  Armadillo  lias  a  tenth  band,  moveable  halfway  up  on 
eaclt  fide  ;  the  flicll  on  the  ftioulders  and  rump  is  marked  with  hex- 
angular  figures;  the  bread  and  belly  are  covered  with  lung  hairs; 
its  tail  is  long  and  taper,  and  the  whole  animal  three  feet  in  length. 

One  of  this  kind  was  brought  to  England  a  few  year;  ago  from* 
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the  Mufquito  fliorc,  and  lived  fome  tiiiu  .     It  was  kd  'villi  raw  bcsf 
and  milk,  but  refiifcd  to  eat  oiir  fruits  and  grair . 

T/je  Kabajj'ou  is  fuinilhed  with  twelve  hands,  and  is  the  largeft  nf 
all  tlic  armadi!los,  being  almoft  three  f'ctrt  long  from  nofe  to  tail ;  the 
figures  on  the  fhouldeis  are  of  an  oblong  tuim,  thoie  on  the  rii.iip 
hcx.ingular.     It  is  fcldoiia  eaten. 

JVeaJvl-beaikd  Anhiiiliiio,  lb  called  from  the  form  of 'is  head,  \\hich 
is  llender,  has  eighteen  bands  from  its  (hoiilier  to  itr.  taii  ,  tlie  (hell 
is  marked  with  fcjuure  figures  on  the  flioulders,  thole  o\\  :!i'.  Lgs  and 
thighs  are  roundith  ;   the  body  is  about  Hftecn  indivs  ion?,     lil  fi\c. 

All  thefe  anini.ils  have  the  (^^wer  of  dri.wiog  ihcn  .c!\  .j  up  under 
their  fliell  ,  either  for  the  jnirpofe  rf  npou,  or  L\\>.  .  They  arc 
furniflied  with  *l)cng  lateral  Miuilles,  toiilii^ing  of  niiir.L.  lei's  fibies, 
croffing  each  other  iti  the  form  oi  an  X,  with  which  they  contraA 
themfelves  lb  powertiilb, ,  that  the  ftrotigfrt  mm  is  fc  srceiy  able  to 
force  them  ipen.  Tiie  Aiclls  of  the  If.rgt  \  ainaril'os  are  inurli 
{Ironger  than  *hofe  <  fthe  fmailer  kinds ;  then  tiolh  is  iikewife  harder 
ar  i  niore  unfit  for  the  table. 
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ANIMALS    or   THE    MARMOT    KIN'O. 

^jeht  Metrmot. — This  animal  is  called  in  the  \hiitcd  States  the 
woodchuck ;  his  botly  is  about  fixteen  inches  long,  and  nearly  tiX 
fame  in  circumference  ;  his  tail  is  model  ately  long  and  full  of  hair ; 
his  colour  is  ri  nilxtui  of  fallow  and  grey.  He  digs  a  burrow  in  or 
iiear  fomc  culflvated  tield,  and  feeds  on  pulfc,  the  tops  of  cultivated 
clover^  iiic.  He  isgirier.viy  very  far,  excej.ting  in  the  fpring.  The 
young  are  good  meat,  the  ol  i  are  lather  iai;k  and  difngrccat)Ie.  In 
the  beginning  of  Otitobei  they  retire  to  their  bur'ows,  and  live  in 
a  torpid  flatc  about  lix  months.  Ir,  many  reiptL^s  lie  agcees  wiih 
the  marmot  of  the  Alps,  in  others  he  differs,  and  on  the  whole  is 
probably  not  the  hune. 

An  animal  refcmbling  the  v  oodchuck  u  found  in  the  fouthern 
Stat-es,  which  is  fuppofed  to  foiai  another  fpecies,  it  is  called  the 
Maryland  Marmot. 

Bcfides  the  above  there  arc  three  other  fpecic s  of  this  genus  found 
in  America,  the  Hoary,  the  Tail-lefs,  and  the  Eai-iefs  Marmot;  the 
two  former  are  fouiKl  in  the  northern  parts  of  ihc  continent,  and  the 
latter  on  the  weftcrn  fide  only. 
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ANIMALS    OF   THE   SQUIRREL    KIND. 

Fox  Squirrel. — Of  this  animal  there  are  feveral  varieties,  b!ack, 
red  and  grey.  It  is  nearly  twice  as  large  as  the  common  grey  fquir- 
rd,  and  is  found  in  the  fouthern  Slates,  and  is  peculiar  to  the  Amc- 
lican  continent. 

Giry  SquirrcL — The  grey  fquirrel  of  America  docs  not  agree  ex- 

ac'lly  with  that  of  Europe,    but  is  gcncrully  confidctcd  as  of  the 

the  fame  fpecies.     Its  name  indicates  its  general  colour;  but  fomc 

are  black,  and  others  bl  ick  on  the  back  and  grey  on  the  lidci.  They 

make  a  neit  of  Jiiofs  in  a  hoUuw  tree,  and  here  they  depofil  their 

provifion  of  nuts  and  acorns;  this  is  the  place  of  their  refidence 

during  the  winter,  and  here  they  bring  forth  their  y'Dg.     Their 

funimer  houfe,  which  is  built  of  fticks  and  leaves,  is  pi       \  near  the 

toj)  of  the  tree.     They  fometimcs  migrate  in  conlidt.      .  njmbers. 

if  in  their  courfe  they  meet  with  a  river,  each  of  them  takcs'-a 

Hiinglc,  piece  of  bark,  or  the  like,  and  carries  it  to  the  water  :  thua 

equipped  they  embark,  and  ercft  their  tails  to  the  gentle  breeze, 

ffliich  foon  wafts  them  over  in  fnfcty;  but  a  fudden  flaw  of  wind 

lometimes  produces  a  dclbut'^ive  fliipwrcck.     Ihe  greater  part  of 

tz  males  of  this  Ipecies  is  found  caftrated.     They  are  found  from 

Xew-England  to  Chili  and  Peru.     A  grey  fquinel  is  found  in  Vir- 

giiia  nearly  twice  as  large  as  this  ;    whether  it  be  the  fame,  or  a 

citierent  fpecies,  is  uncertain. 

Red  Squirrel. — This  is  Icfs  than  the  grey  fquirrel.  It  has  a  red  lift 
I  •  ong  its  back,  grey  on  its  fides,  and  w  hitc  under  the  belly.  It  dif- 
fers in  fome  refpeds  fiom  the  common  European  fquirrel;  but  M; 
Ue  Huftbn  confiders  it  as  the  fame  fpecies.  Its  food  is  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  grey  fquirrel,  except  that  it  fi)metimes  feeds  on  the  feeds  of 
rl'e  pint  and  other  evergreens  j  hence  it  is  fometimes  called  the  pine 
I'liirrel,  and  is  found  in  general  lartlier  to  the  northward  than  the 
hfy  iquirrel.  It  fpends  part  of  its  time  on  trees  in  quell  of  food; 
|i!ut  confiders  its  hole,  under  fome  rock  or  log,  as  its  home. 

Striped  Squirrel. — This  is  ftill  lefs  than  the  laft  mentioned ;  its 
Icolnur  is  red ;  it  has  a  narrow  ftripe  of  bkck  along  its  back ;  at 

I'le  diftance   of  about   half  an  inch   on  each  fide  is   a  ftripe  of 
1*1'  te,  bordered  with  very  narrow  ftripes  of  black  ;   its  belly  is  white. 

["  the  males  the  colours  arc  brighter  and  better  defined  than  in  the 

pale.    It  is  fometimes  called  a  moufe  fquirrel  and  ground  fquirrel, 

lorn  its  forrrjng  a  burrow  in  loofe  ground.    Liansus  confounds  it 
Vol,  IV.  3  B  with 
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2yO  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

with  a  ftriped  inoufe  fquirrel  found  in  ihc  north  of  Afia ;  but  tint 
animal  is  rcprefented  as  in  fome  mealurt;  refciubling  the  moufc, 
vl  eie.is  ihis  is  a  genuine  fquirrel.  In  the  fummer  it  feeds  on  apples, 
peaches,  and  various  kinds  of  fruit  and  feeds,  and  for  its  winter 
flore  Inys  up  nuts,  acorns  and  grain.  I',  fumetimes  alcends  trees  in 
queft  of  food,  but  ahvays  dcfcends  on  the  appearance  of  d;uv,;(;i ; 
ncr  does  it  feel  fecure  hnt  in  its  hole,  a  ftone  wall,  or  fome  covert 
place.     Funnd  in  the  northern  and  middle  States. 

Flying  i'fjtiirrel, — Tliis  is  the  moft  fingular  of  the  clafs  of  fquirrels. 
A  duplicatuie  of  the  flcin  connedfs  the  fore  and  hinder  legs  togethtr; 
by  extending  this  membi  ane  it  is  able  to  leap  much  farther,  and  to 
alight  with  more  fniety  than  other  fquirrels.  It  lives  in  the  holes  of 
trees  and  feeds  on  feeds.  Is  found  in  "eneral  from  the  fouthcm 
parts  of  Hudfon's  bay  to  Mexico. 

Bcfules  the  above,  there  are  feveral  other  varieties  of  this  genus, 
fome  peculiar  to  the  whole  continent,  and  fome  to  particular  parts, 
from  whence  they  have  been  named,  as  the  Hudfon's  bay  Iquirrd, 
varied  fquirrel  <;f  ?.lexico,  Mexican  fquirrel,  Brafilian  fquirrel,  &:c. 

Striped  Dnrmoujc. — Of  this  genus  of  animals,  called  ibmetimcs 
garden  fquirrels,  we  believe  there  is  only  one  fpccics  known  ia 
North-America,  viz.  the  ftriped  dormoule,  which  is  exceeding 
jdenty  throughout  all  the  forells. 


ANIMALS    OF    THE   RAT    KIND. 

Of  this  genus  of  animals  America  produces  various  fpecles,  t; 
er  three  only  of  which  we  fliall  notice. 

Mufquajl?^  or  mufli  rat  of  Canada.     This  animal  is  about  the  [m 
of  a  young  rabbit;   its  head  is  thick  and  (liorr,  rcli^mbling  lliatot 
a  water  rat  ;  its  hair  foft  and  gloffy  ;  beneath  the  outward  hair  tbcic 
is  a  thick   f.ne  down,  veiy  ufeful  in  the  manufacture  of  hats ;  it  is 
of  a  reddifli  brown  colour;   its  breall  and  belly  afli,  tinged  wiuil 
red  ;   its  tail  is  long  and  ilat,    covered  with  fcales  ;   its  eyes  are  large, 
its  ears  (liort  and  hairy  ;    it  has  two  {Iron?-  cutting-teeth  in  eaiij 
jaw,  thofe  of  the  under  jaw  are  about  an  in^h  long,  but  the  uppu'l 
ones  are  fliorler. 

This  animal  is  a  native  of  Canada,  where  it  is  called  the  Ondati".j 

In  many  refpeds  it  very  nuich  refemblcs  the  beaver,  both  in  fois 
and  manners.  It  is  fond  of  the  water,  and  fwims  well.  At  tiij 
approach  of  winter  feveral  families  aflbciate  together.  They  buiii^ 
little  huts,  about  two  feet  in  diameter,  compofed  of  heibs  and  ruflij 
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cemented  with  clay,  forming  a  dome-like  covering  :  from  thefe  are 
feveral  paflages,  in  different  direftions,  by  which  they  go  out  in  qiiefl 
of  roots  and  other  food.  The  hunters  take  them  in  the  fpring,  by 
o;)ening  their  holes,  and  lettiig  in  the  light  fnddenly  upon  them.  At 
that  time  their  flefh  is  tolerably  good,  and  is  frequently  eaten,  but  in 
ttte  fumaicr  it  acquires  a  fcent  of  amfk,  fo  ilrong  as  to  render  it  per- 
itclly  unprdatable. 

jrooil  Rat. — This  is  a  very  curious  animal ;  not  half  the  fize  of  a 
(lomcnic  rat ;  of  a  dark  brown  or  black  colour  j  their  tails  flender 
and  fliort  in  proportion,  and  covered  thinly  with  fliort  hair.  They 
are  fingular  with  rcfpe£l  to  their  ingenuity  and  great  labour  in  con- 
ftruc^ing  their  habitations,  which  are  conical  pyramids,  about  three 
or  four  feet  high,  conflrnfted  with  dry  branch*;^,  whi^h  iliey  cgUclI 
with  great  labour  and  perfeverancc,  and  pile  up  without  any  appa- 
rent order;  yet  they  are  fo  interwoven  with  one  another,  that  it 
would  take  a  bear  or  a  wild  cat  fome  time  to  pull  one  of  thefe 
ciiftles  to  pieces,  and  allow  the  animals  fufticicnt  tiiue  to  retreat  with 
their  young. 

There  is  likewife  a  ground  rat,  twice  as  large  as  the  common  rat, 
which  burrows  in  the  ground.   Bnrlra/n'j  Trcxvch. 

Shrcvj  Moufc. — This  is  the  fmalleft  of  quadrupeds,  and  holds  nearly 
the  fame  jilace  among  them  as  the  humming  bird  does  among  the 
feathered  race.  Their  head,  which  conilitutes  about  one  third  of 
their  whole  length,  has  fome  refemblance  to  that  of  a  m.ole ;  the  ears 
are  wanting  ;  their  eyes  fcarcely  viiible  ;  the  nofe  very  long,  pointed, 
and  furniflied  with  long  hairs.  In  other  refpeds  thefe  refemble  the 
'ommon  mouie.  They  live  in  woods,  and  are  fuppofed  to  feed  on 
,:^rain  and  infc^ls.  Different  ipccies  of  them  are  found  in  Brafil, 
Mexico,  Carolina,  Ncw-Eng'and,  and  Hudfon's  bay. 

'iSlolc.-"T\\^  Purple  Mole  is  found  in  Viiginia  ;  the  Black  IMole  in 
Kcu'-England  ;  he  lives  in  and  about  the  water  :  they  differ  from  one 
snntiier,  and  both  from  the  Em'opean.  There  are  three  other  fpe- 
cies  found  about  New-York,  vi/..  the  Long-taikd,  the  Radiated,  and 
'lie  Brown;   the   former  is  a! (o  found  in  the  interior  of  Hudfon's 
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ANIMALS    or    THE   MONKRY    KIND. 

The  monkies  of  America  are  difunguinied  by  M.  Buffon  by  the 
Eeneric  names  of  Snpajous  and  Sagoins ;  they  have  neither  cheek 
pouches  nor  callofitics  on  their  buttocks,  and  they  are  diftinguiflied 
|toiu  each  otb.er  by  chara6lers  j)cculiar  to>  each.     The  fapajou  is  fur- 
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niflied  with  a  prehcnfile  tail,  the  under  part  of  which  is  generally  co- 
vered with  a  fmooth  naked  (kin  ;  the  animal  can  cpil  it  up  or  extend 
it  at  pleafure,  fufpend  itfelf  by  its  extremity  on  the  branches  of  trees, 
or  ufe  it  as  a  hand  to  lay  hold  of  any  thing  it  wants.  The  tails  of 
all  the  fagoins,  on  the  contrary,  are  longer  than  thofe  of  the  fapa- 
jous,  ftraight,  flaccid,  and  entirely  covered  with  hair.  This  differt 
cncc  alone  is  fufficient  to  diftinguiih  a  fapajou  from  a  fagoin. 

Ouarine,  or  Preacher. — This  is  the  largeft  of  all  the  American 
monkies,  being  about  the  fize  of  a  large  fox  ;  its  body  is  covered  with 
long  fmooth  hair,  of  a  fliining  black  colour,  forming  a  kind  of  ruff 
round  the  animal's  neck  ;  its  tail  is  long,  and  always  twiftcd  at  the 
end. 

Great  numbers  of  thefe  monkies  inhabit  the  woods  of  Brafil  and 
Guiana,  and,  from  the  great  noife  they  make,  are  called  Howling 
Monkies.  Several  of  them  afTemble  together,  one  placing  himfftlf  on 
a  higher  branch,  the  reft  placing  themfelves  in  a  kind  of  regular 
order  j  below  him  the  firft  then  begins  as  though  to  harangue  with 
a  loud  tone,  which  may  be  heard  at  a  great  diftance;  at  a  fignal  made 
with  his  hand,  the  reft  join  in  a  general  chorus,  the  moft  difTonant 
and  tremendous  that  can  be  conceived ;  on  another  fignal  they 
all  Hop,  except  the  firft,  who  finifties  fingly,  and  the  aflemhly  breaks 
tip. 

Thefe  monkies  are  very  fierce,  and  fo  wild  and  mifchievous,  that 
they  can  neither  be  conquered  nor  tamed.  They  feed  on  finiits, 
grain,  herbs,  and  fometimes  infefts  ;  live  in  trees,  and  leap  from 
bough  to  bough  with  wonderful  agility,  catching  hold  with  dieir 
hands  and  tails  as  they  throw  themfelves  from  one  branch  to  ano- 
ther. 

There  is  a  variety  of  this  fpecies  of  a  ferruginous  or  reddilh  co- 
lour, which  the  Indians  call  the  Royaly  or  KingiMonkey  ;  it  is  as  \ax^  j 
and  noify  as  the  former.     This  is  eaten  by  the  natives,  and  fomctimei  j 
by  the  Europeans,  and  deemed  excellent  food. 

Coaita, — This  animal  is  fomewhat  lefs  than  the  ouarine  ;  its  body  j 
and  limbs  are  long  and  flender,  hair  black  and  rough,  tail  long,  and 
naked  on  the  under  fide  near  the  end.  It  has  a  long  flat  face  of  a  I 
fwarthy  colour,  its  eyes  funk  in  its  head,  and  its  ears  refemblinjl 
human ;  it  has  only  four  fingers  on  the  hands,  being  deftitute  of  thel 
thumb. 

It'  is  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carthagena,  in  Guiana,  Braiil^ 
and  Peru.  Great  jiuQibers  aflbciate  together;  they  (i^doiB  appear oa 
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the  t;roiind,  but  live  moftly  in  trees,  and  feed  on  fruits  ;  when  thefe 
are  not  to  be  had,  they  are  (iiid  to  eat  filhes,  worms  and  inftd'ts ;  are 
txtremely  dexterous  in  catching  their  prey,  and  make  great  ui€  of 
their  tails  in  leizing  it. 

They  are  very  lively  and  aftive.  In  paffing  from  one  tree  to  ano- 
tlV-r,  they  fometimes  form  a  chain,  linked  to  each  other  by  their 
tails,  and  fwing  in  that  manner  till  the  lovveft  catches  hold  of  a 
branch,  and  draws  up  the  reft.  When  fruits  are  ripe,  they  are  gene- 
rally fat,  and  their  flefli  is  then  faicl  to  be  excellent. 

There  are  many  varieties  of  the  coaita,  which  differ  chiefly  in  co- 
lour; iome  are  totally  black,  others  brown,  and  fome  have  w hire 
hair  on  the  under  parts  of  their  body.  They  are  called  Hpit^cr 
Uonktci  by  Edwards,  on  account  of  the  length  and  ilendernefs  of  their 
legs  and  tails. 

M.  Buftbn  fuppofes  the  Exquhna  to  be  another  variety  of  this  fpe- 
cies.  It  is  nearly  of  the  fame  fize,  but  its  colour  is  variegated.  The 
hair  on  its  back  is  black  and  yellow,  its  throat  and  belly  white  :  its 
manner  of  Jiving  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  coaita,  and  it  inhibits 
the  fame  countries. 

Sajoit^  or  Capuchin. — There  are  two  varieties  of  this  fpecies,  the 
brown  and  the  grey,  which,  in  other  refpe£ls,  are  perfedly  fimilar. 
Their  fiices  are  of  a  flefli  colour,  thinly  covered  with  down  j  tails 
long,  full  of  hair  on  the  upper  fide,  naked  below,  and  prehenfile  ; 

liands  black  and  naked  ;  length  ol  the  body  about  twelve  inches. 
Thefe  animals  inhabit  Guiana,  are  extremely  lively  and  agile,  and 

their  onftitution  feems  better  adapted  to  the  temperate  climates  ot 

Europe   than  mofl  of  the  fapajou  kind.     M.  BufFon  mentions  a  ftw 

inftano;s  of  their  having  been  produced  in  France. 
The  Tajous  are  very  capricious  in  their  attachments,  being  fond  of 

particular  perfons,   and  difcovering  the  greateft  averfion  to  others. 
Sai^  or  Weeper,  inhabits   Brafil,  is  very  mild,  docile,  and  timid  : 

of  a  grave  and  ferious  afpeiSt,  has  an  appearance  of  weeping,  and 

'.vhcn  irritated,  makes  a  plaintive  r-oife.     It  is  about  fourteen  inche*. 

long,  the  tail  longer  than  the  body  ;  hair  on  the  back  and  fides  of  a 

deep  brown  colour,  mixed  with  red  on  the  lower  parts.     There  is  a 

variety  with  hair  on  the  throat  and  breaft. 
Great  numbers  of  thefe  creatuies  affcmble  together,  particularly  in 

«ormy  weather,  and  make  a    great  ch.ittering;    tlicy  live  much  ia 

trees  which  bear  a  podded  fruit  as  large  as  beans,  on  which  they 

principally  feed. 
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Salfnin'i  or  Orange  Monkey. — This  is  a  moft  beautiful  anitnal,  Lu«; 
fo  extremely  delicate,  that  it  cannot  well  bear  to  be  brought  from  it) 
own  climate  to  one  lefs  warm  and  temperate. 

It  is  about  the  lize  of  a  Iquirrel ;  its  head  is  round,  eyes  remarka- 
bly lively  and  brilliant,  ears  large,  hair^on  the  body  fliort  and  fine, 
ofafliining  gold  colour,  feet  orange,  its  tail  is  very  long ;  its  pre- 
henfile  faculty  is  much  weaker  than  the  reft  of  the  fapajous,  and  on 
that  account  it  may  be  faid  to  form  a  fliade  between  them  and  the- 
fagoins,  which  have  long  tails,  entirely  covered  w'xih.  hair,  but  of 
no  ufe  in  fufpending  their  bodies  from  the  branches  of  trees  or 
other  objeds. 

Mico,  or  Fair  Monkey. —  This  is  the  mod  beautiful  of  all  this  nu- 
merous race  of  animals.  Its  head  is  fmall  and  round  ;  face  and  ears 
of  lb  lively  a  vermilion  colour,  as  to  appear  the  effeft  of  art;  its 
body  is  covered  with  long  hair,  of  a  bright  lilvery  whitenefs,  and 
uncommon  elegance  ;  tail  long,  and  of  a  fliining  dark  chefnut  colour. 

It  frequents  the  banks  of  the  river  of  Amazons,  where  it  was  dif. 
covered  by  M.  Condamaine,  who  preferved  one  alive  till  almoft  withia 
fight  of  the  B'rench  coaft,  but  it  died  before  its  arrival. 

Oijiit'ty  or  Cfl^f/.— This  is  a  fmall  animal,  its  head  and  body  not 
exceeding  feven  inches  in  length  ;  its  tail  is  long,  builiy,  and,  like 
that  of  the  macauco,  marked  with  alternate  rings  of  black  and  nfli 
colour;  its  face  is  naked,  of  a  fwarthy  flefli  colour;  ears  large,  ard 
like  the  human,  with  two  very  large  tufts  of  white  hairs  {landing  out 
on  each  fide  ;  the  body  beautifully  marked  with  duflcy,  afli-coloured, 
and  reddifli  bars ;  its  nails  are  flrarp,  and  its  fingers  like  thole  of  a 
fquirrel. 

The  ouftiti  inhabits  BraGl,  feeds  on  fruits,  vegetables,  infers,  and 
fnails,  and  is  fond  of  fifli. 

5rt^7."Sometimes  called  the  Fox-tailed  Monkey^  becaufe  its  tail,  like 
that  of  the  fox,  is  covered  vi^ith  long  Ijair.  Its  body  is  about  feven- 
teen  inches  in  length ;  hair  long,  of  a  dark  brown  colour  on  the  back, 
lighter  on  the  under  fide  ;  its  face  is  tawny,  and  covered  with  a  fine 
fliort  whitifh  down  ;  the  foreheid  and  fides  of  the  face  are  white;  its 
hands  and  feet  are  black,  with  claws  inftead  of  nails ;  is  a  native  ol 
Guiana,  where  it  is  called  the  faccawinkee. 

Pinche^  or  Red-tailed  Monkey. — This  is  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
ouftiti.  It  is  remarkable  in  having  a  great  quantity  of  fmooth  white 
hair,  which  falls  down  from  the  top  of  its  head  ou  each  tide,  form- 
ing a  curious  contraft  with  its  face,  which  ia  black,  thinly  covered 
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with  a  fine  grey  df)\vn  ;  its  eyes  iue  black  and  lively  ;  throat  black  ; 
hair  on  the  back  and  fhouldcrs  of  a  light  rcddifli  brown  colour  ; 
bre.ift,  belly,  and  legs,  white;  the  tail  is  lon<j,  of  a  red  colour  from 
the  niinp  to  the  middle,  from  thence  to  the  end  it  is  black. 

The  piixhc  inhabits  the  woods  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of  Ama- 
zons ;  is  a  lively,  beautiful  little  animal ;  has  a  foft  whiflling  voice, 
refembling  more  the  chirping  of  a  bird  than  the  cry  of  a  quadruped. 
It  trcq'uiitly  walks  with  its  long  tail  over  its  back. 

Marikina, — This  is  by  fome  called  the  Lion  Ape^  from  the  quan- 
tity ot  hau-  which  furrounds  its  face,  falling  backwards  like  a  mane  ; 
its  t.;il  is  alfo  fomewhat  budiy  at  the  end  ;  its  face  is  flat,  and  of  a  dull 
pr.rple  cihair  ;  its  hair  long,  bright,  and  fdky,  from  whence  it  is 
Cvi'.Kd  *■  'le  Siihy  Monkey  ;  it  is  of  a  pale  yellow  colour  on  the  body  ; 
the  h.u-  rouni.1  the  iace  of  a  bright  bay,  inclining  to  red  ;  its  hands 
and  lect  arc  withoui  hair,  and  of  tnefame  colour  as  the  face  ;  its  body 
is  ten  inches  long,  tail  thirteen. 

This  crtaiure  is  a  native  of  Guiana,  is  very  gentle  and  lively,  and 
fcems  to  be  more  hardy  than  the  other  fagoins :  Buffon  fays,  that  one 
ofihcm  lived  at  Paris  feveral  years,  with  no  other  precaution  than 
keeping  it  in  a  warm  room  during  winter. 

'Jamarin,-—T\\\%  is  the  fize  of  a  iquirrel ;  its  face  is  naked,  of  a 
fwarthy  fieQi  colour ;  its  upper  lip  fomewhat  divided  ;  its  ears  arc 
very  large  and  eredt,  from  whence  it  is  called  the  Great- eared  Monkey  \ 
its  hair  is  foft,  fliaggy,  and  of  a  black  colour  ;  hands  and  feet  covered 
with  orange-coloured  hair,  very  fine  and  fmooth  ;  its  nails  long  and 
crooked  ;  tail  black,  and  twice  the  length  of  its  body. 

The  tamarin  inhabits  the  hotter  parts  of  South-America;  is  a  lively, 
plcafant  animal,  eafily  tamed,  but  fo  delicate,  that  it  cannot  bear  a 
removal  to  a  leis  temp^'rate  climate. 

i\ioft  of  the  above  genus  feem  to  be  more  particularly  natives  of 
South-America,  but  they  are  likewife  faid  to  be  found  on  the  lowec 
parts  of  the  ilvliliiiUppi. 

PINNATED    QUADRUPEDS, 

Wiilrris,  or  Sca-borfe. — There  are  lisveral  animals  whofe  rcfidcnce 
is  almoft  conitaiitly  in  the  water,  and  which  feem  to  partake 
g:\atlyofthenutureoffiflies,  they  are  nevcrthelefs  claffed  by  natu- 
r.ilids  linder  the  denomination  of  quadrupeds;  and  being  perfccftly 
iimphibious,  living  with  equal  eafe  on  the  water  as  on  land,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  laii  flep  in  the  fcale  of  Nature,  by  which  we  are 
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conduifVed  from  one  great  divifion  of , the  animal  world  to  the  other. 
Of  thefc  the  wahus  is  the  moft  confiderable ;  it  has  a  round  head  ; 
fnuU  mouth  ;  very  thick  lips,  covered  above  and  below  with  peUu- 
cid  briftlcs  as  thick  as  a  ftraw  ;  fmall  fiery  eyes  ;  two  fmall  orificts 
i.iflcad  of  ears ;  Ihort  neck;  body  thick  in  the  middle,  tapering  to- 
wards the  tail ;  Ikin  thick,  wrinkled,  with  fliort  brownifh  hairs  thinly 
difpcrfed  ;  legs  ihort,  five  toes  on  each,  all  conne<fled  by  webs, 
and  fmall  nails  on  each  ;  the  hind  feet  very  broad  ;  each  leg  ioofely 
articulated;  the  hind  legs  generally  extendt;d  on  aline  with  the  body; 
tail  very  fliort ;  length,  from  nofe  to  tail,  fometimes  eighteen  fee', 
and  ten  or  twelve  round  in  the  thickeft  part ;  the  teeth  have  been 
ibmetimcs  found  of  the  weight  *  of  twenty  pounds  each. 

They  inhabit  the  coaft  of  Spitzl^crgen,  Nova  Zembla,  HudfonN 
bay,  and  the  guiph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  Icy  fea,  as  far  as  cap.* 
Tfchuktl'chi,  and  the  iftands  off  it,  but  does  not  extend  fouthvvard  .13 
far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Anadyr,  nor  arc  any  fcen  in  the  iflands  be- 
tween KarHtfchatka  and  America  :  they  are  gregarious ;  in  fonia 
places  appeal  in  herds  of  hundreds;  are  Ihy  animals,  and  avoid  places 
which  are  much  haunted  by  mankind  ;■]•  are  very  fierce  ;  if  wounded 
in  the  water,  they  attempt  to  fink  the  boat,  either  by  rifing  under  ir, 
or  by  llriking  their  great  teeth  into  the  fides ;  roar  very  loud,  and 
will  follow  the  boat  till  it  gets  out  of  fight.  Numbers  of  them 
are  often  leen  fleeping  on  an  illand  of  ice;  if  awakened,  fiing  tlit'n- 
iclves  with  great  impetuofity  into  the  fea,  at  which  time  it  is 
dangerous  to  approach  the  ice,  left  they  fliould  tumble  into  the 
boat  and  overlet  it  ;  do  not  go  upon  the  land  till  the  coafi:  is 
dear  of  ice.  At  particular  times,  they  land  in  amazing  numbers ; 
tlie  moment  tlxe  firft  gets  on  fliore,  fo  as  to  lie  dry,  it  will  not 
lUr  till  another  comes  and  forces  it  forward  by  beating  it  with  its 
great  teeth  5  this  is  ferved  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  next,  and  fo 
i'.\  fuccefiion  till  the  whole  is  landed,  continuing  tumbling  over 
one  another,  and  forcing  the  foiemoft,  for  the  lake  of  quiet,  to  re- 
move further  up. 

*  Teeth  of  this  fi/a  nrc  only  f(Hin«l  on  tlie  lomH  ot  tl^e  Icy  fen,  wl-.erc  the  aiiim:!!: 
A^c  ftluom  molellcd,  and  have  time  to  attain  thpir  full  ijrowth.  }[//i.  KumtfJmtki, 
120. 

f  In  i6o'i,  the  cicw  of  an  Englilh  vefTcl  killed  on  Cherry  iflc  above  nine  huaJrcd 
Wal.ufes  in  fcvcn  hour;  time  ;  for  they  lay  in  hciij-s,  like  hogs  luul'lcj  ;  nc  iipnn  ;\ne- 
thcr.     Alarten's  Sp'tzici^.     isi,  iiz. 

They 
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They  bring  one,  or  at  moft  two  young  at  a  time  ;  feed  on 
Tea  herbs  and  fifli,  alfo  on  fl;ells,  which  they  dig  out  of  the  fand 
with  their  teeth  ;  are  faid  alfo  to  make  ufe  of  their  teeth  to  afcend 
rock3  or  pieces  of  ice,  fattening  them  to  the  cracks,  and  drawing 
their  bodies  up  by  that  means.  liefidcs  mankind,  they  feem  to  have 
no  other  enemy  than  the  white;  l)car,  with  whom  they  have  terrible 
combats,  but  arc  generally  viftorious. 

They  are  killed  for  the  fake  of  the  oil,  one  animal  producing 
about  half  a  ton. 

Seal. — Of  this  genus  there  are  fcveral  fpecies,  all  of  which,  there 
is  no  doubt,  arc  found  on  fome  part  of  the  coaft  of  America, 

IVhale -tailed  Manat'u — This  animal  in  nature  fo  nearly  approaches 
the  cetaceous  tribe,  that  it  is  merely  in  conformity  to  the  fyftematic 
writers,  that  it  is  continued  in  this  clai's  ;  it  fcarce  deferves  the 
name  of  a  biped  ;  what  are  called  feet  are  little  more  than  pec- 
toral hub  ;  they  ferve  only  iav  fwimming  ;  they  are  never  ufed  to 
allift  the  animal  in  walking  or  landing,  lor  it  never  goes  afhoic, 
nor  ever  attempts  to  climb  the  rocks,  like  the  vvalrus  and  fca!.  It 
brings  forth  in  the  water,  and,  like  the  whale,  fucklcs  its  youtig  in 
that  element ;  like  the  whale,  it  has  no  voice,  and,  like  that  animal, 
lias  an  horizontal  broad  tail  in  form  of  a  crefcent^  without  even  the 
riuiiments  of  hind  feet. 

Inhabits  the  Jeas  about  Bering's  and  the  other  .Aleutian  iflandsj 
•,vhich  intervene  between  Kamtfohatka  and  America,  but  never  ap- 
pears off  Kamtfchatka,  unlefs  blown  afliore  by  a  t'"mpefl.  Is  pro- 
bably the  fame  fpecies  which  is  found  above  Mindanao,  but  is 
certainly  that  which  inhabits  near  Rodriguez,  vulgarly  called 
iJiego  Reys,  an  Mlandon  the  eaft  of  Mauritius,  or  the  ifle  of  PVaucc> 
near  which  it  is  likewife  found. 

They  live  perpetually  in  the  water,  and  frequent  the  edges  of 
the  fliores  ;  and  in  calm  weather  fvvim  in  great  droves  near  the 
mouths  of  rivers  j  in  the  time  of  flood  they  come  lo  near  the 
land,  that  a  perfon  may  ftrokc  them  with  his  hand  ;  if  hurt,  they 
Iwim  out  to  the  fea,  but  prefently  return  again.  They  live 
in  families,  one  near  another  ;  each  confifts  of  a  male,  a  teiTiale» 
a  half-grown  young  one,  and  a  very  fmall  one.  The  females  ob'ige 
the  young  to  fwim  before  them,  while  the  other  old  ones  furrouiid, 
:mcl,  as  it  were,  guard  them  on  all  ftdcs.  If  the  female  is  attacked,  the 
male  will  defend  her  to  the  utmoft,.  and  if  flie  is  killed^  will  follov,- 

Vol.  IV.  3  C  her 


I;  ■|i' 


!  I 


I 
Ji    t, 


37^  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

her  corpfc  to  the  very  fliore,  and  fuim for  fotne  days  near  the  place  if 
has  been  landed  at. 

'i'hcy  copnkitc  in  the  fprinc;,  in  tlic  fame  manner  as  the  hiimnn 
liind,  dpeciully  in  calm  wtathvr,  towards  the  evening.  The  fe- 
male luims  gently  about;  the  mkiIc  purines,  till,  tired  with  wan- 
toning, flic  flings  hcrl'clf  on  hir  back,  and  admits  his  embraces.* 
Stellcr  thinks  they  go  with  young  above  a  year  ;  it  is  certain  that 
they  bring  but  one  young  at  a  time,  which  they  i'lickle  by  two  teat'; 
placed  between  the  brcaih. 

They  arc  vartly  voracious  and  gluttonous,  and  feed  not  only 
on  the  fuel  that  grow  in  the  lea,  l)iit  fuch  as  are  Hung  on  the  edges 
of  the  fljorc.  When  they  arc  filled,  they  fall  alleep  on  their  backs. 
During  their  meals,  tlicy  are  lb  intent  on  their  food,  that  any  one 
may  go  among  them  and  chulc  which  he  likes  beft. 

Their  back  and  thvjir  fides  are  generally  above  water,  and  as 
tkeir  Ikin  is  filled  with  a  Ipecies  ot'  lonle  peculiar  to  them,  numbers 
of  gulls  are  continually  perching  on  their  backs,  and  picking  out  the 
in  feds. 

They  continue  in  the  Kamtfchackan  and  American  feas  the  wholf 
year  ;  but  in  winter  are  vevy  lean,  fo  that  you  may  count  their  rib?. 
They  are  taken  by  harpoons  faitened  to  a  ftrong  cord,  and  after 
they  are  ftruck,  it  re<iuires  the  united  force  of  thirty  men  to  draw 
them  on  fhorc.  Sometimes,  when  they  are  transfixed,  they  will  lay 
hold  of  the  rocks  with  their  paws,  and  ftick  fo  fall  as  to  leave  the 
(kin  behind  before  they  can  be  forced  otf.  When  a  Mannti  n 
ftruck,  its  companions  fwim  to  its  aliirtance  :  fome  will  attempt 
to  overturn  the  boat,  by  getting  under  it ;  others  will  prefs  do«  n 
the  rope,  ii  order  to  break  it;  and  others  will  ftrike  at  the  harpoon 
with  their  tails,  with  a  view  of  getting  it  out,  which  they  often  fuc* 
ceed  in.  They  have  not  any  voice,  but  make  a  noife  by  hard  bret.th- 
ing,  like  the  Inorting  of  a  horfe. 

They  are  of  an  enormous  fize;  fome  are  twenty-eight  feetlorg,  j 
and  eight  thoufand  pounds  in  weight;  but  if  the  mindanao  fpeciesisi 
tiie  lame  with  this,  it  decieales  gieatly  in  fize  as  it  advances  ioufh- 
ward,  for  the  largeft  which  Dampier  favv  there,  weighed  only  fix 
hundred  pounds.     The  head,  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  ani-l 


'  The  leonine  and  urfmc  fcnls  copulate  in  the  fame  m.inner,  only,  aficr  fpfrting  >^l 
the  fe.\  for  fornc  t»-ne,  ilicy  came  o»  Ihou  fgr  that  puryofe, 
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m;il|  is  fmaJI,  oblong,  and  almoft  i^uare;  die  nofliils  arc  fWlcd 
with  fliort  bridles ;  the  gape,  or  riftijs,  is  I'mall ;  the  lips  are  double; 
near  the  jui)ikion  of  the  two  jaws  the  mouth  is  full  of  white  tv^- 
biilar  briftles,  which  feive  the  fame  ufc  as  the  laminiE  in  whales, 
to  prevent  the  food  running  out  with  the  water ;  the  lips  are  alfo 
full  of  briftles,  which  ferve  inftead  of  teeth  to  cut  the  llrong  roots  of 
the  fea  plants,  which  floating  afhore  are  a  fign  of  tlic  vicinity  of  thefe 
animals.  In  the  mouth  are  no  teeth,  only  two  flat  white  bones,  one 
ill  each  jaw,  one  above,  another  below,  with  undulated  furfaccs, 
which  ferve  inftead  of  grinders. 

The  eyes  are  extremely  fniall,  not  larger  than  thofe  of  a  flieep  ; 
the  iris  black;  it  is  deftitute  of  ears,  having  only  two  orifices,  fo 
niitnite  that  a  quill  will  fcarcely  enter  them ;  the  tongue  is  pointed 
and  fmall ;  the  neck  is  thick,  and  its  jun(!^ion  with  the  head 
fcarce  diftinguifliable,  and  the  laft  always  hangs  down.  The  cir- 
cumference of  the  body  near  the  flioulders  is  twelve  feet,  about  the 
belly  twenty,  near  the  tail  only  four  feet  eight ;  the  head  thirty- 
one  inches ;  the  neck  near  feven  feet ;  and  from  thefe  meafurc- 
ments  may  be  coUeded  the  deformity  of  this  animal.  Near  the 
flioulders  are  two  feet,  or  rather  fins,  which  are  only  two  feet  two 
inches  long,  and  have  neither  fingers  nor  nails,  beneath  are  concave, 
and  covered  with  hard  briftles ;  the  tail  is  thick,  ftrong,  and  hori- 
zontal, ending  in  a  ftifF black  fin,  and  like  the  fubftance  of  whalebone, 
and  much  fplit  in  the  fore  part,  and  (lightly  forked,  but  both  ends  are 
of  equal  lengths,  like  that  of  a  whale. 

The  flcin  is  very  thick,  black,  and  full  of  inequalities,  like  the 
bark  of  oak,  and  fo  hard  as  fcarcely  to  be  cut  with  an  ax,  and  has 
DO  hair  on  it;  beneath  the  (kin  is  a  thick  blubber,  which  taftes 
like  oil  of  almonds.  The  flefli  is  coarfer  than  beef,  and  will  not 
foon  putrefy.  The  young  ones  tafte  like  veal :  the  (kin  is  ufed  for 
I  lliocs,  and  for  covering  the  fides  of  boats. 

The  RulTians  call  this  animal  mior(kaia  korowa,  or  fea  cow  ;  and 
jkapuftnik,  or  eater  of  herbs. 

Manati  of  Guiaiia.—^Thc  head  of  this  animal  hangs  downward  ; 
Itlie  feet  are  furniflied  with  five  toes ;  body  almoft  to  the  tail  of  an 
uniform  thicknefs ;  near  its  jundion  with  that  part  grows  fuddenly 
lliin;  tail  flat,  and  in  form  of  a  fpatula,  thickeft  in  the  middle,  grow- 
ing thinner  towards  the  edges. 

Inhabits  the  rivers  and  fea  of  Guian.^ ;  it  grows  to  the  length  of 
|liucen  or  eighteen  feet ;  is  covered  with  a  duiky  (kin  with  a  few 
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hairs.  Th(;fc  meafuicd  by  Dampitr  were  ten  or  twelve  feet  long; 
their  tail  twenty  Indies  in  length,  fourteen  in  breadth,  four  or  five 
thick  in  the  middle,  two  at  tlic  edges ;  the  largeft  weighed  twcKe 
hundred  pounds ;  but  they  arrive  at  far  greater  nugnitnde. 

Oronokn  Manati. — This  is  the  fpecics  to  which  M.  deBufFon  has  in 
his  fupplemenl  given  the  name  of  Lc petit  Lamantia  de  VAmeriquc^  and 
lays  it  is  found  in  the  Oronoko,  Oyapoc,  and  the  rivers  of  Ama- 
zons. I'uthcr  Gumilla  had  one  taken  in  a  diftant  lake,  near  the  Ore . 
noko,  which  was  fo  large  that  twenty- feven  men  could  not  draw  it 
out  of  the  water :  on  rutting  it  open,  he  found  two  young  one*, 
xvhich  weighed  twenty  five  pounds  a-piece. 

We  fufped  that  the  manati  of  the  Amazons,  &c,  never  vifit  the 
fea,  but  are  perpetually  refident  in  the  frclh  waters. 

Thefe  animals  abound  in  certain  parts  of  the  eaftern  coafts  ard 
livers  of  South-America,  about  the  bay  of  Honduras,  fome  of  the 
greater  Antilles,  the  rivers  of  Oronoque,  and  the  lakes  formed  by  it; 
and  laflly,  in  that  of  the  Amazons,  and  the  Guallaga,  the  Pafta9a, 
and  mod  of  the  others  which  fall  into  tliat  vaft  river :  they  are  found 
even  a  thonfand  leagues  from  its  mouth,  and  feem  to  be  ftopt  from 
niaking  even  an  higher  advance,  only  by  the  great  cataraft,  the 
I'ongo  of  Borja.  They  fometimes  live  in  the  fea,  and  often  near  the 
mouth  of  fome  river,  into  which  they  come  once  or  twice  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  for  the  Hike  of  brouzingon  the  marine  plants  which  grow 
within  their  reach  ;  they  altogether  delight  more  in  brackifli  or 
fweet  water,  than  in  the  fait  ;  and  in  (hallow  water  near  low 
land,  and  in  places  fecure  from  furges,  and  where  the  tides  run 
gently.  It  is  faid  that  at  times  they  frolic  and  leap  to  great  heights 
out  of  the  water.  Their  ufes  were  very  confiderable  to  the  priva- 
teers or  buccaneers  in  the  time  of  Dampier.  Their  flefli  and  fatl 
are  white,  very  fweet  and  f.ihibrious,  and  the  tail  of  a  young  female 
was  particularly  cflccmcd.  A  Aukling  was  held  to  be  moft  delicious, 
and  eaten  roaftcd,  as  were  great  pieces  cut  put  of  the  belly  of  the 
pld  animals. 

The  fkin  cut  out  of  the  belly,  for  that  of  the  back  was  too  thick,  j 
was  in  great  requeft  for  the  purpofe  of  fattening  to  the  fides  of  ca- 
noes, and  forming  a  place  for  the  infertion  of  the  oars.    The  thicker! 
part  of  the  ikin,  cut  frefli  into  lengths  of  two  or  three  feet,  fervesforl 
yviii^  S  and  become,  when  dried,  as  tough  as  wood. 

B,;fific3  thefe,  an  animal  has  been  difcovered  on  the  coaft  of 
America  to  which  the  name  of  Sea  Ape  has  been  given ;  but  it  ap-j 
*■'  '  I  peai'Jl 
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pears  to  have  b«n  fccn  in  only  one  folitary  inftancc,  and  there- 
fore it  appears  urmoccllary,  except  in  a  profcflecl  hiftory  of  animals, 
to  add  any  account  of  it. 

WINCED   QUADIlUPEOi. 

Bat. — This  fmgular  aniiral  13  diftinguinied  from  tvery  other  qua- 
druped by  being  fiirniflied  with  wings,  and  fcems  to  poird's  a  middle 
nature  between  tour-footed  animals  and  birds :  it  is  allied  to  the  one 
by  the  faculty  of  flying  only,  to  the  other  both  by  its  external  and 
internal  flruftiire  :  in  euch  reipeft  it  has  the  appearance  of  an  im- 
perfed  animal.  In  walking,  its  feet  fecm  to  be  entangled  with  it* 
wings,  and  it  drags  its  body  on  the  ground  with  extreme  aukward- 
ncfs.  Its  motions  in  the  air  do  not  leein  to  be  performed  with  eafe  : 
it  raifesitfclf  from  the  ground  with  difficulty,  and  its  flight  is  laboured 
and  ill  direifled  ;  from  whence  it  is  has  very  fignificantly  been  called 
i)\t  Flitter  Moufe.  There  are  feveral  varieties  of  the  bat  kind,  fe- 
veral  of  which  are  found  io  different  parts  of  the  continent  of  Ame- 
ivi^»-"See  Bints, 
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BIRDS     OF     AMERICA. 
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N  the  following  account  of  the  birds  of  America,  nothing  more  is 
attempted  than  an  enumeration  of  the  ipecies  of  the  different  genera 
found  on  that  cootment ;  the  divilion  and  order  of  Mr.  Pennant  is 
followed,  and  defcriptive  charafters  of  each  genus,  in  general,  at« 
tended  to.  As  it  was  impoffible  in  a  work  of  this  kind  to  enter  into  a 
«Jefcription  of  the  different  fpecies  of  each  genus,  we  hope  the  me- 
thod adopted  will  prove  more  acceptable  and  advantageous  than  a 
mere  catalogue  of  either  popular  or  fyftcmatic  names. 


D  I  V.    I.     L  A  N  D-F  O  W  L. 


ORDER  I.    RAPACIOUS. 

BtV,  ftraight,  hooked  only  at  the  end  ;  edges  cultrated,  bafe  io« 
vercd  with  a  thin  Ikin. — NoJIrilsy  differing  in  different  fpecies.— 
Tangxej  large  and  flefhy. — Heatl^  cheeky,  chin,  and  often  neck, 
cither  naked  or  covered  only  with  down  or  fliort  hairs ;  the  neck  re- 
tradile. — C/</w,  often  hanging  over  the  breaft. — Legs  andy>^/,  co- 
vered with  great  fcales ;  the  firft  joint  of  the  middle  toe  connected  to 
that  of  the  outmoft  by  a  ftrong  membrane.— C/awj,  large,  little 
hooked,  and  very  blunt. — Injldcs  of  the  wing  covered  with  down. 

GEN.    \.      VULTUR. 

Charadlers. —  /?///,  flraight,  blunt  at  the  tip. — Head^  featberlefs 
covered  behind  with  naked  (kin  or  foft  down. — JVlrc/f,  retraftile.— 
hcgst  covered  with  fcales. — The  firft  joint  of  the  middle  /o^  conneftcd 
to  the  outermoft  by  a  ftrong  membrane. 

Of  this  genus  there  are  five  fpecies  in  America,  three  of  which  are 
found  in  the  United  States,  and  the  other  two  in  South-America. 

Gen, 
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av.^.   2.      FALCO.  * 

Charafter.— J?///,  hooked,  furnifhed  at  its  bafe  with  a  ftrong 
membrane  or  cere.—Head  and  neck  coverea  with  feathers.— L^^j  and 
feet  covered  with  fcales.  Middle  toe  conneded  with  the  oiitmoll 
by  a  llrong  membrane.— C/rtwr,  long,  much  hooked,  that  of  the 
outmoft  toe  the  leaft. — Female  larger  than  the  male. 

This  genus  admits  of  four  divifions,  of  which  there  are  in  Ame- 
(ka  as  follows ;  eagles,  ten  fpecies ;  hawks,  fifteen  j  falcons,  thir- 
teen ;  kites,  two ;  of  thefe,  fome  are  peculiar  to  South-America, 
others  to  the  North,  and  fome  common  in  both. 

GEN.    3.      STRIX. 

Chara£ler.-£/7/,  hooked,  without  a  cere.-No^rih^  oblong.— ^w, 
very  large  and  protubetant,  furrounded  by  a  circle  of  feathers. — 
Ilead^  large,  round,  and  full  of  feathers.— £«rj,  large  and  open.— 
Outcrmoft  toe  verfatile. 

This  genus  contains  the  owls,  which  are  ranged  in  two  dividons, 
the  earcdy  and  tffe  earie/s ;  of  the  former  there  are  three  fpccies,  and 
of  the  latter  fourteen  fpecies  known  in  America. 

ORDER  IT.    PIES. 

CEN.    I.      LANIUS' 

This  genus  includes  a  clafs  of  birds  that  form  the  connc(fting  link 
t)etween  the  rapacious  birds  of  the  preceding  order  and  the  pies;  thev 
are  called  Shrieks,  or  Butcher  birds  ;  their  iiUs  are  ftraight,  hooked 
only  at  the  ends. — Tongue  pggcd  i\t  the  point.— To^i  divided  at  the 
origin.- -And /«// cuneiform.  Of  this  genus  ther«  are  fourteen  fpe- 
ties  known  in  America  and  the  Weft-Indies. 

GEN.    a.      PSITTACUS. 

This  genns  contains  the  whole  race  of  parrots,  panoqiiets,  &c. 
fi/7/,  hooked  from  the  bafe :  upper  mandible  moveable.— A'^/?*//^, 
round,  and  placed  in  the  bafe  of  the  bill.— Ti7//^«e.  broad  and  blunt  at 
the  end.—Headf  large;  crown  A&t.—LegSf  fliort. — Toes^  two 
backward  and  two  forward.  Of  this  there  are  nearly  fifty  fpecies 
known  in  South-America,  and  we  believe  only  one  or  two  in  Norlh- 
Ajnerica. 

CEN.   3.      RAMPHOSTOS. 

The  charafter  of  this  genus  is— 5///,  exceeding  large,  hollow, 

convex,   Icrrated  outwards;    both   mandibles  curved  at  the  tip. 

^^tjrilf,  fmall  and  round,  placed  clofc  to  the  head,«— T'^w^ar,  long, 
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and  feathered  on  the  edges. — Ftv/,  in  moft  of  the  fpecies,  fcanfory. 
It  contains  the  Toucans  and  Motmots ;  of  the  former  there  are  nine 
fpecies,  and  of  the  latter  only  one  ;  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  pecuhar 
to  South- America. 

CKK,   4,      CROTOPHACUS* 

The  charafters  of  this  genus  arc — Bil/y  comprefled,  greatly  arched, 
half  ova!,  thin,  cultrated  at  the  top,— No^rils^  round. — Toes^  two 
backward  and  two  forward. — Ten  feathers  in  the  tail. 

The  only  bird  in  this  genus  is  the  Ani,  of  which  there  are  only  two 
fpecies;  it  is,  we  believe,  peculiar  t«  America. 

GEN.  5.    CORVUS. 

Billy  ftrong,  upper  mandible  a  little  convex,  edges  cultrated.— 
No/lrils,  covered  with  briftles,  refleiSed  over  them. — Ton^^ue,  divided 
at  the  end. — Toesy  three  forward  and  one  backward,  the  middle 
joined  to  the  outnioft  as  far  as  tiie  firft  joint.  This  genus  included 
the  ravens,  crows,  rooks,  jays  and  magpies,  moft  of  which  occur 
in  every  climate.  There  is  one  fpecies  of  the  raven  ;  four  of  the 
crow;  four  of  the  daw;  fix  of  the  jay;  and  four  of  the  magpie. 
Found  in  America  and  the  Weft-Indies. 

GE\.  6.      CORACIAS. 

Bill,  ftraight,  bending  a  little  towards  the  end,  edges  cultrated.— 
Hofirihy  narrow  and  naked. — Toa,  three  forward,  divided  to  their 
origin  ;  one  backward.  This  genus  contains  the  RolIeiS)  of  which 
there  are  two  fpecies  found  in  bouth-Americh. 

OEN.    7.       ORIOI.US. 

Billy  ftraight,  conic,  very  fliarp-pointed,  edges  cultrated,  in- 
clining inwards,  mandibles  of  equal  length. — Nojirilsy  fniall,  placed 
at  the  bafe  of  the  bill,  and  partly  covered. — longucy  divided  at  the 
end. — Toes,  three  forward  and  one  backward  ;  the  middle  joineii  • 
near  the  bafe  to  the  outrnoft  one  behind.  The  Oi  iolvis  are  in  gene- 
ral inhabitants  of  America  ;  there  being  twenty-feven  fpecies  enunie» 
rated  on  that  eontinent,  out  of  forty-five,  all  tliat  are  known^* 

GE.V. 


*  Of  thisgonire  the  Falt'm  rc  Oriole  def«rvcs  piticular  nt.tice;  the  head,  lliroaf, 
tieck,  .nnd  upper  pnit  of  the  back  of  the  m.L-,  is  dcuribcd  to  t-e  blick  ;  the  Icflcr  c  • 
verts  of  the  wiivs  or:,n^e;  the  j,reatc»- black,  tipt  with  white  ;  the  brealT,  bclVy,  Ibwoi 
part  of  the  b.n.:k,  .inJ  coverts  of  the  tail,  of  a  hright  orange  ;  the  primaries  dulky, 
eJ^ed  with  wliitc  ;  the  two  middle  ftatlicis  of  the  tail  black  j  the  lower  part  of  the  fam'- 
tolyw,  ihc  remaining  pajt  oiangc ;  anJ  the  kis  blailt.    The  head  and  back  of  thcie- 
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GEN.    8.      GRACULA. 

Sillf  convex,  knife  fliaped,  fomewhat  naked  at  the  bafc. — Tongue, 
entire,  fonnewhat  enlarged  and  flefliy,  Iharp  at  the  end. — NoJInls, 
fmall,  near  the  bale  of  the  bill. — Toes^  three  forward,  one  backward, 
the  middle  connefted  at  the  bafe  to  the  ommoii.—Clavjs,  hooked  and 
fliarp.  Of  the  Grade,  which  form  this  genus,  there  are  about  twelve 
fpecies,  none  of  which  are  found  in  Europe,  and  only  four  or  five 
known  in  America. 

GEN.   9.       TROGON. 

This  genus  embraces  a  clafs  of  South-American  birds,  inhabiting 
Cayenne  and  Brafil,  of  which  there  is  only  three  fpecies.  They  have 
the  dm  fliort,  thick  and  convex. — Nqftrilsy  covered  with  thick 
briftles. — Toes^  two  backward  and  two  forward. — Legs^  feathered 
down  to  the  toes— and  the  /^z/Vconfi fling  of  twelve  feathers. 

GEN.    10.      BUCCO. 

The  Tamatia,  or  Barbets,  that  conftitute  this  genus,  are  like  wife 
chiefly  South-American  birds ;  on  that  part  of  the  continent  there  are 
feven  fpecies  found,  but  none  to  the  North.  The  hill  of  this  bird 
is  ftrong,  ftraight,  bending  a  little  towards  the  point ;  bafe,  covered 
with  ftrong  briftles,  pointing  downwards. — Nojlrils^  hid  in  the  fea- 
thers.— Toes,  two  backward  and  two  forward,  divided  to  their  origin. 
—lail,  confifting  often  weak  feathers. 

GEN.   II.     CUCULUS. 

Of  the  Cuckoo,  which  forms  thisclafs,  there  are  five  fpecies  found 
in  North-America,  and  nine  in  the  South.  Characters  of  this  genus 
are,  billy  weak,  a  little  bending,, — Nofirilsy  bounded  by  a  fmaU 
rim. — Tonguey  fliort  and  pointed. — Toesy  two  forward  and  two  back- 
ward.—7<i/V,  cuneated,  confifting  of  ten  foft  feathers. 

Hirilc  is  orange,  edged  j^^ith  pale  brown  ;  tht.  coverts  of  the  wings  of  the  fame  colour, 
marlied  with  a  finglc  bar  of  white  ;  the  under  fide  of  tlic  body  and  coverts  of  the  tail 
yellow  ;  the  tail  dufky,  edged  with  yellow.  The  length  both  of  the  male  and  fem3le  is 
fcven  inches.  This  bird  fufpends  its  neft  to  the  horizontal  forks  of  the  tulip  and  poplar 
trees,  formed  of  the  filaments  of  fome  tough  plants,  curioufly  woven,  mixed  with  wool, 
and  lined  with  hairs.  It  is  of  a  pear  fhapc,  open  at  rop,  with  a  hole  on  the  fide  through 
which  the  young  difcharge  their  excrements,  and  are  fed.  In  fome  parts  of  North- 
Amcricn,  this  fpecies,  from  its  brilliant  colour,  is  called  the  Fiery  Hangneft.  It  is 
named  the  Baltimore  bird  from  its  colours,  lefembling  thofe  ia  the  arms  of  the  late  Lwd 
Baltimore,  whole  family  were  proprietors  of  Maryland. 
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CEK.    12.      PICVS. 

The  charaiflcis  of  this  genus  are — Billy  itraight,  ftronfr,  angular, 
and  cuncated  at  t'le  end. — Nofirihy  covered  with  briftles,  and  rc- 
fleftcd  down. — Tongue,  very  long,  (Iciuler,  cylindric,  bony,  hard, 
jigged  at  the  end,  niiirile. — Toes,  two  forward  and  two  '  ickward. 
— Tally  confi fling  of  ten  bard,  ftift",  fliarpp.iintcd  fea»h  rs  This 
genus  is  formed  of  the  Woodpecker?,  which  may  be  divided  into  three 
general  clafles,  green,  black,  and  variegated  or  ipotted  ;  of  the 
^vti^n  Woodjjcckcr,  cloven  fpecics  have  been  found  in  America  ;  oi 
tlie  black,  iix  ;  and  of  tlie  variegated,  twenty-one;  beiides  two  fpe- 
cies  of  a  iniall  bird  called  Woodpecker  Creepers,  the  Lcs  Pic  Grim- 
fercaux  of  Butt".  Thefe  latter  nuglit  perhaps  be  with  more  proprietv 
llalled  in  the  genus  Yuiix. 

GEN.    13.     Ar.CF.DO. 

Billy  long,  {Irong,  ftraight,  and  (harp  pointetl. — NoJIriJs^  fmali, 
awd  hid  in  the  feathers. — Tongue^  (liort,  broad,  fliarp  pointed.—- 
Li\^s,  flioit,  three  toes  forward,  one  backward,  three  lower  joints  ot 
the  middle  toe  joined  clafely  to  thofe  of  the  outnioll'.  This  genus 
includes  the  King  Fifliers,  which  M.  Buff'on  divides  into  three  clafl'es, 
the  Great  King  Fiflier,  of  which  there  are  five  fpecies  found  in  Ame- 
rica ;  the  Middle  King  Fifher,  of  which  there  are  likewife  five  fpe- 
cies ;  and  the  Lead  King  Fiftier,  of  which  we  believe  only  one  fpecies 
has  been  found  on  the  new  continent. 

GEN.    14.      GALBULA. 

Of  the  Jacamars,  which  conftitute  this  genus,  we  believe  there  are 
only  three  fpecies  known,  and  all  found  in  South'America  ;  they 
have  been  confidercd  by  many  as  a  fpecies  of  the  King  Fiflier,  and 
therefore  claired  by  Linnaeus  ALedo  Galbula.  The  principal  difference 
in  character  is  in  the  U^s  being  feathered  before  to  the  toes,  and^  the 
toes  being  difpofed,  two  backward  and  two  forward. 

GEN.    15.       StTTA. 

The  characters  of  this  genus  are — Bill,  ftraight,  on  the  lower  man- 
dible a  fmall  angle. — Nqftrih^  fmali,  covered  with  feathers  reflected 
over  them. — Tonguey  fliort,  horny  at  the  edge,  and  jagged. — Tots, 
three  forward,  and  one  backward,  the  middle  toe  joined  clofely  at 
the  bafe  to  both  the  oyxxmoii.— -Back  toe  as  large  as  the  middle  one. 
The  chief  birds  which  form  this  genus  are  the  Nuthatches,  of  which 
ihere  are  live  fpecies  found  in  America,  two  of  which  are  common  in 
the  United  States.  „  • 
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CEN.  16.      TODUS. 

BUly  thin,  deprefled,  broad,  bale  belet  nlth  briftles. — Kojirihy 
i^mall. — Toa^  three  forward,  one  backward,  comiet^ed  like  thoi'e  of 
the  King  Filher.  This  genus  contains  the  Todies,  of  which  tliere 
arecigiit  or  nine  fpecies  known,  all  natives  of  \\\c  wami  \u\xVi  of  Aius- 
rica,  or  the  VVeft-InUi.i  iflands. 

CtM.    17.     MTROPS. 

The  bill  of  this  genus  is  quadrangular,  a  little  incurvated,  fliarp 
pointed. — Nojlrils^  fmall,  placed  near  the  bale. — ion^ac,  ilcndtr.— • 
Toes^  three  forward  and  one  backward,  the  three  lower  joints  of  the 
middle  toe  clofely  joined  to  thofe  of  the  outmoft.  This  g(  uus  con- 
tains the  Bee  Eater,  of  which  five  or  £iyi  fpecies  haye  been  found  in 
America. 

GtN.    I?.     UPUPA. 

The  charafier  of  this  genus  is — /?;7/,  arciicd,  long,  flcndor,  convex, 
fomewhat  blunt  and  comprefled. — Nojirils,  minute,  fituated  at  tlie 
bafe  of  the  bill.— 7"<;«^z/<',  obtufe,  entire,  triangiilar,  and  lliort. — 
Toes^  three  forward  and  one  backward,  nivldlc  toe  cloftly  united  at 
the  bafe  to  the  outmoft.  This  genus  contains  the  Hoopoes  and  the 
Promerops,  but  there  are  only  two  fpecies  of  the  latter  found  in 
America,  and  thefe  in  the  fouthcrn  parts. 

GEN.    19.     CERTHIV. 

Characters  of  this  genuj  are — Bills,  very  llender,  weak,  and  incur- 
vated — Nojlrih^  fmall.— 7"o/;^«f,  not  fo  long  as  the  bill,  hard,  and 
fliarp  at  the  point. — Toes,  three  forward  and  one  backward,  back  toe 
large. — Clanvs,  long  and  hooked.  This  genus  contaiiis  the  birds 
commonly  called  Creepers,  of  which  there  are  twenty  fpecies  known 
op  the  American  continent, 

GEN.    20.    TROCHILUS. 

Bill,  flender  and  weak  ;  in  fome  ftraight,  in  others  incurvated. — 
tsofirils,  nyiVi\xtQ,— ^Tongue,  very  long,  formed  of  two  conjoined  cy- 
liudric  tubes,  miflile. — '^oes,  thrpe  forward,  one  backward, — ^ail 
confifts  of  ten  feather?. 

This  genus  comprehends  the  various  Humming  Birds,  or  Honey 
Suckers,  which  form  a  numerous  clafs,  not  lefs  than  fifty-fix  fpecies 
are  found  in  the  different  parts  of  the  new  continent. 

ORDER  III.    GALLINACEOUS. 

Heavy  bodies,  (hort  wings,  very  convex ;  ftiong,  arched,  (hort 
bills;  the  upper  mandible  Shutting  over  the  edges  of  the  lower. 
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388  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

The  flefh  delicate  and  of  excellent  nutriment ;  ftrong  legs ;  toe« 
joined  at  the  bafe,  as  far  as  the  firft  joint,  by  a  ftrong  membrane. 
Claws  broad,  formed  for  fcratching  up  the  ground.  More  than 
twelve  feathers  in  the  tail. 

Granivorous,  feminlvorous,  infei^ivorous,  fwift  runners,  of  ihort 
flight;  often  polygamous,  very  prolific,  lay  their  eggs  on  the  bare 
ground.    Sonorous,  qucrelous,  and  pugnacious. 

Or,  wirh  bills  (lightly  convex ;  granivorous,  feminlvorous,  infe^li* 
vorovis ;  long  legs,  naked  above  the  knees :  the  genus  that  connefts 
the  land  and  the  water-fowl.  Agreeing  with  the  cloven-footed  water- 
{ow\  in  the  length  and  nakednefs  of  the  legs,  and  the  fewnefs  of  its 
eggs :  difagreeing  in  place,  food,  and  form  of  biU,  and  number  of 
leathers  in  the  tail. 

GEN.    I.      FHAStANUS. 

This  genus  includes  the  cock  and  the  pheafants ;  the  former  are 
domeflicatcd  in  all  the  fettled  parts  of  America  ;  of  the  latter  there 
are  eight  fpecies  known  on  the  continent,  all  natives  of  South- 
America. 

Charafters  of  the  pheafant  are— 5///,  convex,  fhort  and  ftrong.— 
j\oJ?n/sy  fmall.— T^//,  bending  downwards, 

G£N.    2.      MELAGRIS. 

This  genus  contains  the  turkey,  of  which  but  one  fpecies  is  knosvn, 
and  that,  though  domefticated  in  moft  countries,  is  a  native  of 
North-America.— Z?///,  convex,  Ihort  and  ftrong. — Noftrih,  open, 
pointed  at  one  end,  lodged  in  a  membrane.— !?'<:;«§'«<•,  floped  on  both 
fides  toward  the  end  and  pointed. — Head  and  Neck^  covered  with  a 
naked  tuberofe  flefli,  with  a  long  flefliy  appendage  hanging  from  the 
bafe  of  the  upper  mandible. — Tail,  broad,  confifting  of  eighteen 
feathers  exteulible. 

GEN.   3.      CRAX. 

The  curaflb  forms  this  genus  as  well  as  the  1'enelop£.  The 
cha»'a£lers  are — Bill^  convex,  ftrong  and  thick,  the  bafe  covered 
with  a  cere  often  mounted  with  a  large  noh.—NofirUs,  fmall,  lodged 
in  the  cere. — Hcad^  fometimes  adorned  with  a  creft  of  feathers  curl- 
ing forwards. —  Tail^  large  and  ftraight.  There  are  four  fpecies  of 
this  genus,  and  three  of  the  penelope  found  in  South-America. 
The  mofl  effential  ditFerence  in  the  two  gcnufes  is,  that  the  Bill  in 
thofe  of  the  penelope  is  naked  at  the  bafe. 
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GEN.  4.      TETRAO. 

This  genxis  includes  three  fubdivilions :  i.  The  grous  and  ptar- 
migans.—  J?.'//,  convex,  ftrong  and  fliort ;  a  naked  fear  let  (kin  above 
Mch  tye.—NoJirils^  fmall  and  hid  in  the  feathers. — Tongue^  pointed. 
—Legs^  feathered  to  the  toes.  Of  thefe  there  are  feven  ipecies,  found 
in  the  coldeft  parts  of  North-Amc  ica. 

2.  The  partridges  and  quails ;  thefe  have  no  naked  ikin  above  the 
eyes.— The  Noftrils  are  covered  with  a  callous  prominent  rim  ;  iuid 
the  Legs  naked,  with  the  exception  of  two  fpecies.  Of  thefe  there 
are  eight  fpecies  found  in  the  temperate  and  warm  parts  of  America. 

3.  The  tinamous,  which  are  peculiar  to  South-America,  and  of 
which  five  fpecies  are  known.  Thefe  birds  refemble  the  pheafants 
.'I  their  habits.— £///,  long  and  blunt  at  the  tlp.—No/irils^  placed  in 
the  middle  with  a  very  wide  gap.— T/jroafy  fprinkled  with  feathers. 
.■■Jail,  very  fliort,— ii/:W  Toe,  curtailed  and  ufelefs  for  running. 

GEN.    5.      PSOPHIA. 

This  genus  includes  two  fpecies  of  a  bird  called  the  trumpeter, 
niie  of  which  is  found  in  Africa,  and  one  in  South-America ;  the 
latter  is  called  the  agmi  or  golden-breafted  trumpeter,  of  which 
there  is  a  beautiful  fpecimen  in  the  Leverian  Mufeum.  Charafter 
of  this  genus— 5/7/,  fliort,  upper  mandible  a  little  convex — Nofirils, 
oblong,  funk  and  pervious.— 7<»«§-«^,  cartilaginous,  flat,  torn  or 
fringed  at  the  tnA.""Legs,  naked  a  little  above  the  knees. — lofs^ 
three  before  and  one  behind,  with  a  round  protuberance  beneath 
the  hind  toe,  which  is  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  ground. 

ORDER  IV.    COLUMBINE. 

5///,  weak,  flender,  ftraight  at  the  bafe,  with  a  foft  protuberant 
I  fiibftance,  in  which  the  noftrils  are  lodged. — Tongue,  entire.— Zr^j, 
ilioit  and  red. — Toes,  divided  to  the  origin.  Swift  and  diftant  flight, 
ivalking  pace.  Plaintive  note,  or  cooing,  peculiar  to  the  order.  The 
male  inflates  or  fwells  up  its  breaft  in  courtfliip.  Female  lays  but 
two  eggs  at  a  time.  Male  and  female  fit  alternately,  and  feed  their 
young,  ejefting  the  meat  out  of  their  flomachs  into  the  mouths  of 
|tiie  neftlings.  Granivorous,  feminivorous.  The  neft  fimple,  in 
ices,  or  holes  of  rocks,  or  walls. 

GEN.    I,      COLUMBIA. 

There  is  only  one  genus  of  this  order ;  it  is  therefore  necdlefs  to 
[repeat  the  charafters ;  it  includes  the  pigeons  and  turtles,  of  which 
[tiierc  are  known  in  different  parts  of  America  twelve  fpecies. 
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ORDER  V.     PASSERINE. 

Boiiiest  from  the  fize  of  a  thrufli  to  that  of  the  ^nldcn-ciefted 
wren.  The  cnliveners  of  the  woods  and  fields ;  fprightly  niul  miirh 
in  motion  ;  their  nefts  v.(:ry  artiiicial ;  nimiogamou?,  baccivorou-, 
granivorous,  feminivorous,  inficitivorous ;  their  ufiial  pace  hopping,  of 
a  few  running.  Short  llyers,  except  on  their  migrations  only.  AH 
Ijave  three  toes  before,  one  behind. 

GEN.    I.      9TURNUS. 

/?///,  ftraight,  deprefled.— JVfl/?r/Vj,  guarded  above  by  a  prominent 
rim. — Tongue,  hard  and  cloven. — Toes,  middle  toe  joined  to  the  out- 
moft  as  far  as  the  firft  joint.  The  ftares  conflitute  this  genus,  of 
which  fix  fpecies  only  are  found  in  America. 

GEN.    3.      TURDUS. 

Bill,  flraight,  obtufely  corinated  at  top,  bending  a  little  at  tbc 
point,  and'  (lightly  notched  near  the  end  of  the  upper  mandible.— 
JVtf^r/'/j,  oval  and  nakeil. — longucj  llightly  jagged  i)t  the  end.— 7o,'j, 
the  middle  toe  joined  to  the  outmoft  as  far  as  the  lirfi  joint. — Back 
ifte,  very  large.  This  genus  includes  the  thruflies  and  blackbirds,  of 
which  there  are  twenty-eight  fpecies  known  in  America.  To  this 
genus  we  muft  alfo  affign  a  race  of  birds  chiefly  found  in  South- 
America,  called  anters,  on  account  of  their  feeding  on  that  'iifeft; 
they  are  defignated  American  and  nightingale  anters ;  of  the  former 
there  are  eight  fpecies  known,  befide  varieties,  of  the  latter  only 
two.  Latham  confiders  the  whole  as  different  fpecies  of  the  thrufli,  j 
and  Gmelin  is  evidently  of  the  fame  opinion,  by  ranging  them  in  thi': 
genus. 

GEN.    3.      AMPELIS. 

The  character  of  this  genus  is — Billy  ftraight,  a  little  convev 
above  and  bending  towards  the  point;  near  the  end  of  theupperj 
mandible  a  fmall  notch  on  each  fide. — Nofirih,  hid  in  briftles.— j 
Middle  toe,  clofely  connected  at  the  bafe  to  the  outmofl:.  This  gciuisj 
comprehends  the  chatterers  or  cotingas,  of  which  there  ai  c  ten  Ipeciesj 
known  in  America. 

GEN.   4.      LOXIA. 

The  principal  charnders  of  this  genus  are- -/>'///,  conicallyl 
bunched  at  the  bafe  of  the  front  rounded  towards  the  lieadj 
under  mandible  infleded  in  its  natural  margin. — NoJIr'ds^  placed  ii: 

the  bafe  of  the  bill,  minute  and  rounded, — ^ongue^  eritirc. 
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The  Kii'i.  ,0.  America  of  this  genus  are  the  grolbcaks,  crofsbills, 
and  bulfinches;  of  the  two  former  there  are  about  twenty  fpecics, 
and  of  the  latter  five,  known  upon  the  American  continent. 

GEN.   5.       EMBBRIZA. 

The  charafters  of  this  genus  which  includes  the  buntings  arc — 
5///,  ftvong  and  conic,  the  fides  of  each  mandible  bending  inwards; 
in  the  roof  of  the  upper  a  hard  knob,  of  ufo  to  break  and  com- 
minute hard  feeds.  There  are  fixtetn  jpecics  of  this  bird  known  in 
America. 

GEN.    6.      TANRARA. 

Thetangares  which  form  this  genus  are  almoll  all  of  them  natives 
•f  America ;  there  are  only  forty-fix  fpecies  known,  forty-three  of 
which  have  been  found  on  that  eontinent.  The  charaftcrs  are — 
Btll^  conoid,  a  little  Inclining  towards  the  point,  upper  mandible 
nightly  ridged  and  notched  at  the  tm\. 

GEN.    7.      FRINGILLA. 

This  extenfive  and  multifarious  genus  includes  the  finches,  ca- 
naries, fiflcins,  linnets  and  fparrows,  all  of  which,  the  canaries  ex- 
cepted, are  found  in  America,  to  tlie  amount  of  near  fixty  fpecies  : 
tiie  diftinguifiiing  c h:\rafter  of  this  genus  is  the  Bill^  perfectly  conic, 
Qender  towards  the  end,  and  very  lliarp  pointed. 

GEX,   8-      rUVTOTOMA. 

There  is  cnly  one  fpecies  of  this  genus  known,  which  is  the  rara 
cf  South-America.  Its  diHinguilhing  charafters  sre-^Bill,  conicaJ, 
ilraight  and  ferrated. — Noftrih,  oval. — Tongue,  fliort  and  blunt  j  it 
fcreaiiis  with  a  raucous  interrupted  voice,  crops  and  tears  up  the 
tender  plants,  and  makes  moft  deftruftive  vifits  to  gardens. 

GEN.    9.       MUSCICAPA. 

The  charaders  of  this  genus  are — BiU,  flatted  at  the  bafe,  almoft 
triangular,  notched  at  the  end  of  the  ujJper  mandible,  and  befet 
with  briftles. — 7oes^  divided  as  far  as  their  origin.  The  fly-catchers 
conftitute  this  genus,  of  which  thirty-nine  ipecies  are  known  in 
1  America. 

CEN.    10.      ALAUDA. 

5,7/,  (hort,  (lender,  bending  a  little  towards  the  end,  (harp  pointed. 
V-Nojirili^  covered  with  feathers  aud  briftles. — Tongue,  cloven  at  the 
hnd.— Ttfer,  divided  to  the  origin.— C/aw  of  the  back  toe  very  long. 
iThis  genus  is  formed  of  the  larks,  of  which  there  are,  we  believe, 
|only  fix  fpecies  yet  found  in  Arrerica, 
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GLN.    II.      MOTACILIA. 

The  charafters  of  this  genus  arc — liill^  awl  fhapcci,  ft  might,  the 
tiianiliblcs  nearly  equal. — Nojirils,  nearly  oval. — Tongue^  jaggetl  an(! 
notched.  The  birds  f*)uud  in  America  which  are  included  in  tbij 
genus  4rc,  the  wagtail  two  Ipecies  ;  the  warblers  ar»d  wreus  eij;htccii 
fpecies ;  the  fauvette  or  petty  chaps  five  fpecies ;  the  fig-caters 
twenty-eight  fpecies;  the  pitpits  five  fpecies;  the  red  ftart,  ytJ. 
low  neck  worm-eater^  middle  bill,  Guiunu  red  tail«  &c.  one  or  two 
fpecies  each. 

GEK.    12.      riPRA. 

This  genus  includes  the  manakins,  of  which  there  are  known 
about  twcnty-fix  fpecies,  moft  of  them  natives  of  the  hot  parts  of 
America.  Charafters — Bill,  fliort,  ftrong  and  hard,  (lightly  incur- 
vafed. — NoJIrilsy  naked. — foes^  the  middle  clofely  united  with  the 
outmoft  as  far  as  the  third  joint. — Tail,  fliort. 

GEN.    13.      PARUS. 

Charac^lers— 5///,  ftraight,  a  little  ComprclTcd,  ftrong,  hard,  and 
fliarp-pointed. — Nojirils,  round  and  covered  with  briftlcs  reflcctuJ 
over  thein. — Tongue,  as  if  cut  oiF  at  the  end,  and  terminated  by 
three  or  four  briftles. — Toes,  divided  to  their  origin  ;  back  toe  very 
large  and  flrong.  This  genus  is  formed  of  the  titmice,  a  remarka- 
ble prolific  race,  laying  from  eighteen  to  twenty  eggs  at  an  hatch. 
There  appears  to  be  about  fixteen  fpecies  known  in  America. 

GEN.    14.      HIRUNDO. 

The  charafters  of  this  genus  are — Bill,  fhort,  broad  at  the  bafe, 
fmall  at  the  point,  and  a  little  bending. — Nojlrils^  open. — Ton^vty 
fliort,  broad  aiid  cloven. — Legs,  fliort. — Tail,  forked. — Wings,  long. 
It  inclnclc's  the  fwallows,  martins  and  fvvifts,  of  which  there  arei 
eleven  fpecies  knovyn  in  America, 

GEN.    15.      CAPRIMULCUS. 

Bill,  fljort,  hooked  at  the  end,  and  flightly  notched  near  the  point. 
— Nqfirils,  tubular  and  a  little  prominent. — Mouth,  vaflly  wide;  o: 
the  edges  of  the  upper  part,  between  the  bill  and  eyes,  feven  (lit 
briftles. — Tongue,  fmall,  entire  at  the  end. — Legs,  fliort,  feathered 
before  as  low  as  the  toes. — Toes,  joined  by  a  ftrong  membrane  is  tai 
as  the  firfl  joint. — Clatv  of  the  middle  tOe  broad-edged  and  ferj 
rated. — Tail  confifts  of  ten  feathers,  not  forked.  This  genus  inj 
eludes  the  goat  fuckers,  forming  fifteen  fpecies,  fourteen  of  which 
according  to  fome,  are  natives  of  America,  according  to  others,  ar| 
nine  only.  *  •      >  . 
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ORDER  VI.    STRUTHIOUS. 

Very  great  and  heavy  bodies.  Wings  imperfeft  ;  very  firall,  and 
Ufclefs  for  flight,  but  afTiftant  in  running.  Flefli  coarfe  and  hard  of 
digeftion. 

Siruthhus  is  a  ticw  coiticd  word  to  cxprefs  this  order ;  for  thefe 
birds  could  not  be  reduced  to  any  of  tlie  Linnaean  divifiona. 

This  order  contains  but  two  genera,  the  dodo  and  the  oftrich ;  of 
the  firft  none  have  been  found  in  America. 

CE*f.    iTRUTHlO. 

The  chara(?lers  of  this  genus  are--^///,  fniall,  floping,  and  a 
little  deprcrtcd.— /r/z/^x,  fmall,  iiiifit  for  Hight.— ivfgj,  long,  ftrong, 
and  naked  above  the  knees.  It  incUides  the  oftrich  tribe,  being  four 
fpecies,  one  only  of  which,  the  touvou,  or  grey  cafowary,  is  found 
in  America  ;  it  is  fix  feet  high,  and  in  its  habits,  &c.  is  in  many 
refpeds  fimilar  to  the  oftrich,  to  which,  however,  it  is  much  inferior. 
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Dl  V.    II.     WATER-FOWL. 


FoK  the  moft  part  migratory,  fliifting  from  climate  to  climate, 
';rom  place  to  place,  in  order  to  Iny  their  eggs,  and  bring  up  their 
young  in  full  fecurity;  the  thinly  inhabited  north  is  their  principal 
bleeding  place  ;  returning  at  ftatcd  periods,  and,  in  general,  yielding 
to  mankind  delicious  and  wholefome  nutriment.  All  the  cloven- 
footed,  or  mere  waders,  lay  their  eggs  on  the  ground ;  thofe  with 
pinnated  feet  form  large  nefts,  either  in  the  water  ov  near  it.  From 
the  firft  we  muft  except  the  heron  and  the  night-heron,  which  build 
I  in  trees. 

All  the  web-footed  fowl  either  lay  their  eggs  on  the  ground,  or 
on  the  flielves  of  lofty  cliffs ;  and  none  perch,  except  the  corvorant, 
Ci'igg,  and  one  or  two  fpccies  of  ducks. 

All  the  cloven>footed  water  fowl  have  long  necks  and  long  legs, 

I  naked  above  the  knees,  for  the  convenience  of  wading  in  water  ia 

fearch  of  their  prey.    Thofe  that  prey  on  fifli  have  ftrong  bills; 

Jlhofethai  fearch  for  minute  infers,  or  worms  that  lurk  in  mud,  have 
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(lender  weak  bills,  and  olfactory  nerves  of  mod  exquiCte  fcnfc ;  for 
their  food  is  out  of  Tiglit. 

As  tlie  name  implies,  their  toes  are  divided,  fome  to  their  origin ; 
others  have,  between  the  middle  aiv.l  outmoft  toe,  a  fmall  mem. 
brane  as  far  as  the  firft  joint.  Others  have  both  the  exterior  tocn 
connected  to  the  middleiuoft  in  the  fame  manner ;  and,  in  a  tew, 
thofe  webs  reach  as  far  as  the  fecond  joint ;  and  fuch  arc  called  Semi- 
palmati. 

Of  the  wcb-footcd  fowl,  the  Fliirii/ij>»f  the  Avofctta  and  Cnuria-j 
partake  of  the  nature  ot  both  the  tloven  and  wcb-footcd  orders; 
having  webbed  feet,  long  legs,  naked  above  the  knees,  and  long 
necks.  The  other  web-footod  water-fowl  being  very  much  on  the 
element,  have  (hort  legs,  placed  far  behind,  and  long  necks ;  and, 
when  on  land  (by  real'on  of  the  fituation  of  their  legs)  au  aukw;ird 
waddling  gait. 

The  make  of  the  cloven-footed  water-fowl  is  light,  both  as  to 
ikin  and  bones ;  that  of  the  web- footed  ilrong. 
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ORDER  I.    CLOVEN-FOOTED. 

OEN.   I.      PLATFLEA. 

The  bird  which  conftiturcs  this  genns  is  the  S|>oonbill,  of  which, 
according  to  Linnxus  and  Bi  illbn,  there  are  three  f])ecies ;  but  M. 
Buffon  contends  that  there  is  only  one,  and  that  the  other  two  nrc 
varieties :  whether  vaiieticb  or  ditlerent  Ipecies,  two  out  of  the  three 
are  found  in  South -America  and  the  Weft-Indies. — The  5/7/ is  long, 
broad  and  thin,  the  end  widening  into  a  form  like  the  bowl  of  a 
fpoon,  rather  round  at  the  cm].— Nnjrils,  fmall,  placed  noar  the 
hjSc—Tofi^uCf  Jmlll  and  [)ointed.— i'^r/,  femipalmatcd. 

GEN.  2.      I'ALAMrOEA. 

The  characters  of  this  i;'^tnis  arc— /?///,  bending  down  at  the  point, 
with  a  horn  or  witii  a  tuft  ot  iV.thers  erett  near  the  bafe  of  the  bill. 
•'•Noflrils,  oval.— Tofj,  divided  ^:inoft  to  their  origin  with  a  ve^ 
fmall  membrane  between  the  bottoms  of  each.  The  bird  which 
conftitutes  this  gcmis  is  the  fcrcamer,  of  which  there  is  only  two 
fpecies,  found  in  South-America.  The  horned  fcreamer  has  likewiic 
on  each  wing  twd  ion^i,  fpurs ;  the  horn  on  its  head  is  three  or  four 
inches  long,  and  two  or  three  lines  in  diameter  at  the  bafe  :  of  the 
fpurs  on  the  wings,  which  project  forward,  and  are  the  apophvfeJ 
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of  the  metacarpal  bunc,  rifing  from  the  anterior  part  of  thefe  extre- 
mities,  the  upper  fpur  is  largeft,  of  a  triangular  form,  two  inches 
long,  and  uinc  lines  broad  at  tlk  bafc,  fomewhat  curved,  and  tcr« 
minnting  in  a  point ;  the  lower  fpur  is  only  four  lines  long,  and 
of  the  fame  breadth  at  its  origin. 

ChN.  3.      MYCTEKIA. 

Of  the  Jabirou,  which  fcrms  M%  genus,  only  one  fpcciei  it 
known  ;  it  is  an  inhabitant  of  South-America.—^///,  long  and  l^rgc, 
both  mandibles  bending  upwards,  the  upper  triangular.— A^e/^r/7/, 
ftnall :  according  to  Marcgrave,  no  tongue.^-Ttfr/,  divided.  The 
bird  is  as  large  as  a  fvvan,  the  neck  ihick,  and  the  bill  in  freneral 
meafures  about  thirteen  inches. 

GEN.  4.      CANCROMA. 

Hilly  broad,  flat,  with  a  keel  along  the  middle,  like  a  boat  reverfcd. 
"•Nq/!r:lt,  ftnall,  lodj^ed  in  a  furrow.— Ti>«,  divided.  The  bird 
forming  this  ,^cnus  is  the  Boatbill,  a  bird  approaching  by  its  man- 
ncrs  the  heron  tribe.  Linnxus  mentions  two  fpccies,  but  it  ap- 
pears there  is  only  one  and  two  varieties ;  it  is  a  native  of  Sou^i- 
Americ.1, 

GEN.  5.      ARDEA. 

The  chara(5\cis  of  this  genus  are*  •5/7/,  Aralght,  fliarp,  loc^, 
flattifli,  with  a  furrow  extending  from  the  nollrils  to  the  tip,— Npfiriitf 
linear. — Tongucy  fljarp.— /'Vr/,  four>toed.  This  genus  contains, 
the  herons,  florks,  cranes  and  bitterns :  they  are  ranged  in  five  fub- 
dlviHons;  the  crowned,  whofe  bill  is  fcarcely  longer  than  the  head ; 
the  cranes,  whofe  head  is  bald  ;  the  ftorks,  whofe  orbits  are  naked ; 
the  herons,  whofe  mid  toe  is  ferrated  inwards ;  and  thofe  which 
have  the  bill  gaping  in  the  middle.  Of  the  ftorks  there  are  two 
fpecies  found  in  America,  and  two  of  the  crane ;  a  figure  of  one  of 
which,  the  hooping  crane,  we  have  given.*    Of  the  herons  thirty- 

fev' 

*  It  is  as  tnll  as  our  largeft  crane',  but  of  a  ftrong^r  and  thi-rker  make,  its  bill 
Icngtr,  its  head  bigger;  its  neck  and  legs  not  To  flei>der:  all  ihe  plumage  is  white, 
t:cipt  the  great  quill* of  the  wings,  which  arc  black,  and  the  head,  which  is  brown  ; 
the  crown  is  callous  and  covered  wi:h  black  hairs,  draggling  and  delicate,  under  which 
the  rcddilh  (kin  appears  naked ;  a  fimilar  fliin  covers  the  cheeks :  the  tuft  of  loofe 
fwthers  in  the  tail  is  flat  and  pendent :  the  bill  is  furrowed  above,  and  indented  at 
t>^c  edges  near  the  tip  j  it  is  brown  and  fix  inches  long.  Catelby  has  defciibed  this 
kird  from  an  entire  Ikin  given  him  by  an  Indian,  who  told  him  that  tuefe  birds  frc- 
•I'KiJt,  in  great  n\imbcrs,  the  lower  part?  of  the  rivers  neat  the  fca  in  the  beginning  of 
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feven  fpecies  are  known  on  (hat  continent,  and  nine  fpecies  of  the 
bittern. 

CEN.6.      TANTALUS. 

The  bird  which  forms  this  genua  is  the  Ibis,  of  which  two  fpccie* 
only  are  found  on  the  new  continent,  and  both  in  the  fouthern  part. 
Charafters — 5/7/,  long,  thick  at  the  bafe,  wholly  incurvated.— £y;j, 
lodged  in  the  bafe. — Facfj  naked, — No/Irih,  linear. — Tongue^  ihort 
and  broad. — Toes^  connefted  at  the  bafe  by  a  Pwdnnbrane, 

GEN.  7.      SCOLOPAX, 

This  genus  contains  a  variety  of  fpecies,  known  by  the  names  of 
Curlews,  Whimbrels,  Snipes,  Woodcocks,  Godwits,  Red  Shanks, 
Green  Shanks  and  Yellow  Shanks.  They  may  all,  however,  be 
ranged  under  two  names.  Curlews  and  Snipes;  of  the  former  (the 
charaders  of  which  are — Bi/l^  long,  flender  and  incurvated. — Parr, 
covered  with  feathers. — Nojirils,  longitudinal  near  the  bafe— 
Tongue^  fhort  and  fliarp  pointed. — Toes^  conneded  together  as  far 
as  the  firft  joint  by  a  flrong  membrane)  there  are  eight  fpecies  in 
America;  of  the  latter  nineteen  fpecies.  Characters — J?/7/,  long, 
flender,  itraight  and  weak. — Nojrilsy  linear,  lodged  in  a  furrow.— 
Tongue.,  pointed  and  flender.— Tw/,  divided  or  very  flightly  con. 
•  nefted  ;  back  toe  very  fmall. 

fpting,  .inJ   return  to  the  mouiuainr,  in  fummcr.     "  This  iiPi,"  fays  Catclby,  "  has 

Lecn  fincc  confirmed  by  ;i  wliite,  who  informed  me,  that  thefe  cranes  .we  very  imiiy, 

and  arc  fan   in  the  Savannas  at  ths  month  of  the  Altamaha,  and  other  rivers  near  Sr 

Aiigviftine  in  Florida,  and  alfo  in  Carolina,  hut  that  they  are  never  found  funlier 

north." 

Ye:   it   is  certain  that   thoy  advance  into   the  higher  latitude: ;  for  the  fame  wliiif 

cranes  are  found   in  Virginia,  in  C.inaJa,  and  e\tn  in  Hudfon's  bay,  as  Edwards  rt- 

marks. — The  fpccific  charaiHcr  of   the  hooping  crane,  j^rcUa  Americana,  is,  "  !ti 

fop,  its  nape   and  its  temples,  are   n  iKcd  and   papillous  j   its  front,  its  nape,  and  it; 

primary  wing  quills  are  blacic  ;   its  Unly   ir,  white  :  the   extreme  length  is  five  feci 

fcven  inLher."     We  extraifl    the   following  paiTage   relating   to  thefe  birds  from  Mr. 

Pennant's  Arif^ic  Zoology;  "  They   mj.kc  a  remarkable  hooping  noifc;  this  maksi 

me  imnoinc  thefe  to  have  been  the  birds,  whofe  clamour  Captain  Philip  Amidas  (the 

firft  Englilhnir.n  who  ever  fct  foot  on  North-America)  fo  graphically  defcribes,  on  hii 

landing  o;i   the  jfle   of  Wokokou,  off  the  coaft  of  North-Carolina.     *  When,'  fayj 

he,  «  fuch  a  flock  of  ^lancs  (the  moft  part  white)  arofe  under  us  with  fuch  a  cry,  re- 

doubled  by  many  echoes,  as  if  an  arniy  of  :-'.cn  had  fhoutc;!  together,'     Thii  was  in  ] 

the  month  of  July,  whiLh  proves,  th.it  in  th.  f;  early  days  this  fpecies  bred  in  (he  then 

flefcrt  pa;  "3  il   the   foutlicin  provinces,  till  4rivcn  away  by  population,  as  w.is  the  c.'\fe 

with    I.:.-  fJiTrnqn  crane  in  England,  which  abounded  in  our  undrained  fens  till  cultiva- 

fjgi)  ftirctd  thcqi  entirely  to  ryu  our  kingdom."     Vol.  ii,  p.  442. 
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GEN.    8.      TRINGA. 

The  birds  founds  in  America  in  this  genus  are  known  by  feveral 
popular  names,  as  the  Turnftone,  Knot,  Lapwing,  Purres,  Sand- 
pipers, &c.  They  may  almoA  all  be  claffed  under  the  name  Sand* 
piper,  amounting  in  the  w'  <le  to  about  eleven  fpecies.  Charafters— 
Bill.,  ftraight,  flcndefj  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long. — Nojn'ls, 
imaW.'-Tonguet  (lender. — loes^  divided,  generally  the  two  outmoft 
£onne<5ted  at  bottom  by  a  fmall  membrane. 

GEN.  9.      CHARADRIUS. 

Of  the  Plover,  which  conftitutes  this  genus,  there  are  ten  known 
fpecies  in  America.— Chara6leis—^///,  ilraight,  Ihort  as  the  head. 
'-Nqfirils,  linear ;  wants  the  back  toe. 

GEN.    10.      HFMATOPUS. 

A  fingle  fpecies  conftitutes  this  genus  ;  it  is  called  tlic  Oyftef 
Catcher  ;  common  to  the  old  and  new  continents.— Its  Bill  is  long, 
comprelfed,  and  the  end  cimeated.  —  JV'^ij/Z/vVj,  linear. — Tougue, 
fcarce  one-third  of  the  length  of  the  bill.— T^fj,  only  three,  the 
middle  one  joined  to  the  exterior  by  a  ftiong  membrane ;  by  the 
help  of  the  bill  raifes  limpets  frcni  the  rocks,  and  opens  oyftcrs,  on 
which  it  feeds. 

GEN.   II.       P.\RRA. 

The  Jacana's  conftitute  this  genus,  of  which  ten  fpecies  are  found 
in  various  parts  of  South-America,  chiefly  in  Brafi!. — The  J?/7/i« 
(lender,  (liarp-pointeil,  bail,  carunculated. — Kojlrils^  fliort,  fub- 
ovated,  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  bill.— //7//^'j,  armed  on  the  front 
joint  with  a  (harp  lliort  fpur. — Toes.,  long,  four  on  each  foot,  armed 
with  very  long  and  fliort  fliarp-pointcd  claws,  from  which  circura- 
ilance  it  has  by  fome  been  called  the  Surgeon. 

GEN.  II.       RALLUS. 

Billf  (lender,  a  little  compreired  and  dightly  incurvated,— A^<;^r/7jv 
fmall." -Titfw^//^,  rough  at  the  tn<^,—Bo<ly,  much  compreflTed.— -Ti*//, 
very  fhorl.  Of  the  rails,  which  form  this  genus,  there  are  feven 
fpecies  found  on  the  new  continent. 

GEN.  13.      FUMCA. 

The  GalUnule  or  Water-hen  forms  this  genus,  of  which  feven 
fpecies  are  found  in  difterent  parts  of  the  uew  continent,— The  Bill 
of  this  bird  is  thick  at  the  bafe  floping  to  the  point ;  the  upper  man- 
dible reaching  far  up  the  forehead,  and  not  carneous.— //<?//>',  com- 
pfe(red.— ^//j'x,  fliort  and  concave.— 7i;a,  long  and  divided  to  the 
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origin.— Trt//,  fliort,  about  the  fize  of  a  common  pullet  fix  months 

eld. 

ORDER  IT.  WITH  PINNATED  FEET. 

This  order  contains  only  the  Phalarope,  the  Coot  and  the  Glebe. 

The  Phalarope.  This  bird  is  clafled  by  Linnaeus  in  the  tringa 
genus ;  but  BriflToii  forms  a  new  genus,  under  the  name  of  Phala- 
ropus,  from  the  fcallops  on  its  toes.  There  are  three  fpecies  of  it 
found  in  America.— Charaftcrs—-B/7/,  ftraight  and  (lender. — Nojn'lsy 
m\n\ne.—  Bo^y  and  Legs  in  every  rcfpeft  like  the  fandpipcr.— Ton, 
furnilhed  with  fcallopcd  membranes. 

The  Coot.  This  bird  is  found  in  America  as  well  as  in  Europe; 
it  frequents  ponds  and  lakes,  and  may  be  confidered  as  the  beginning 
of  the  extenfive  tribe  of  true  aquatic  birds,  as  it  is  alnioft  conllaiitly 
on  the  vvater.---Its  Bill  is  fhort,  ftrong,  thick  at  the  bafe,  (loping  to 
the  end,  the  bafe  of  the  upper  mandible  rifing  far  up  the  forehead, 
both  mandibles  of  equal  length. — Nojlrilsf  inclining  to  oval,  nar- 
row and  fliort.— i?o//y,  comprcfied.— /r/«§-.v,  fliort.— Tin//,  fliort.— 
Toesy  long,  furniflied  with  broad  fcalloped  membranes.  The  coot  is 
clafled  by  Linnaeus  in  the  fiilica  of  the  pieceding  order,  but  the 
fcalloped  membranes  of  its  feet  certainly  removes  it  from  that  genus, 
howeve"  it  may  agree  in  other  refpedls. 

The  Glebe.  The  Bill  of  this  bird  is  flrong,  flenderand  fliarp- 
pointcd.-'-No/lrilsy  I'uitnr. —TongNCj  flightly  cloven  at  the  end.-. 
Bo^yy  depreffed. — Feathersy  thick- fet,  compaft,  very  fmooth  aiid 
glofly. — No  tail.— //'V»^/,  fliort.— Xf^j,  placed  very  far  behind, 
very  thin,  or  much  cor.jprefled,  doubly  ferrated  behind. — Tocsy 
fiirniflied  on  each  tide  with  a  broad  plain  membrane.  Linnsus 
has  claflfed  thcfe  birds  with  the  web-footed,  by  the  name  of  Colym- 
bri ;  but  BriiTon  has  feparated  them,  and  from  the  make  of  their 
feet,  they  could  not  with  propriety  be  clafled  with  them.  The  Glebes 
are  divided  into  two  clalfes,  the  greater  and  the  chefnut  or  caftage- 
neux,  of  each  of  which  there  are  three  fpecies  on  the  new  continent. 

ORDER  III.    WEB-FOOTED. 

GEN.   I.      RECURVIROSTRA. 

This  genus  contains  the  Avofets,  of  which  there  arc  but  two 
fpecies,  one  of  which  is  found  in  America.  The  legs  of  the  avofet, 
like  the  flamingo,  contrary  to  moft  of  the  web-footed  birds,  are 
very  long :  it  has  likewife  another  Angular  charader,  viz.  the  in- 
verflon  of  its  bill,  which  is  bent  into  the  arc  of  a  circle  \  the  fubflance 

of 
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of  the  bill  is  foft  and  almoft  membratious  at  its  tip.— Wivr*/,  ncc{\ 
and  upper  part  of  the  body,  of  a  pale  buff  colour  ;  the  reft  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  body,  white.— 5tfcife  and  primaries  black  ;  lefler  co- 
verts white,  greater  black  ;  beneath  which  is  a  long  tranfverfe  bar 
of  white.— Lt-^-f,  dufky  colour.— Fw/,  femipalmated,  the  webs  bor* 
dering  on  the  fides  of  the  toes  for  a  confiderable  way.  It  is  a  native 
of  North-America,  and  Mr.  Pennant  imagines  they  are  fomettraes 
found  entirely  white. 

CEN.   a.      PHOENMCOPTERt;S. 

This  genus  includes  but  one  fpecies,  the  Flammant  or  Flamingo; 
'—Billy  thick,  large,  bending  in  the  middle,  forming  a  fharp  angle, 
the  higher  part  of  the  upper  part  carinated,  the  lower  comprefled  ; 
the  edges  of  the  upper  mandible  fliarply  denticulated,  of  the  low^r 
tranfverfely  falcated. — Nojlrilsy  covered  above  with  a  thin  plate,  per- 
vioils,  linearly  longitudinal. — Tongue,  cartilaginous  and  pointed  at 
the  end ;  the  middle  mufcular,  bafe  glandular,  on  the  upper  pare 
aculated — Neck,  very  long. — Head,  large. — Legs  and  tiigljs  of  a 
great  length. — Feet,  webbed,  the  v/ebs  extending  as  far  as  the  claws, 
but  are  deeply  femilunated.— i^ac/t  toe,  very  fmall.  When  this  bird 
has  attiiincd  its  full  growili,  ii  is  net  heavier  than  a  wild  duck,  and 
is  yet  five  feet  high.* 

CEN.   3.      DIOME^A. 

Charafters — Bill,  ftrong,  bending  in  the  middle,  and  hooked  at 
the  end  of  the  upper  mandible  ;  that  of  the  lower  mandible  abrupt, 
and  the  lower  pai  t  inclining  downwards. — Nojirils,  opening  forward, 
and  covered  with  a  large  convex  guard. — No  back  toe.  The  birds 
ill  this  genus  are  the  Albatroflcs.  Thele  birds,  which  in  the  bulk 
of  their  bodies  are  luperior  to  all  the  known  fpecies  of  water-fowl, 
inhabit  the  fliores,  iflands  and  iisas  within  the  tropics,  along  the 
coaft  of  Chili,  and  the  extremities  of  America,  but  it  never  has  been 
Icen  in  the  feas  of  the  northern  hemilphere. 

GEK.   4.   ALCA. 

The  Anks  form  this  genus,  of  which  there  are  four  fpecies  found 
about  the  new  continent.  Charafters — Bill,  thick,  ftrong,  convex, 
and  comprefled. — Nojirils,  linear,  placed  near  the  edge  of  the  man- 
dible.— Tongue,  almoft  as  long  as  the  bill. — No  back  toe.— Black  on 
the  hack  and  white  beneath. 


*  Cateiby. 
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GEN.   5.      COLYMBUS* 

The  web-footed  birds  in  this  genus,  that  can  be  confidered  as  be* 
longing  to  America,  are  only  one  fpecies  of  the  Guillemot  and  two  of 
the  Diver.  The  charaifters  of  the  former  zrc-^-Btll,  flender,  ftrong 
and  pointed,  upper  mandible  flightly  bending  towards  the  end ;  bafe 
covered  with  fliort  foft  feathers. — Nqftrils^  lodged  in  a  hollow  near 
the  bafe. — Tongue,  flender,  almoft  the  length  of  the  bill. — No  back 
toe. — Colour,  in  general,  black  on  the  back,  and  white  on  the  breaft. 
Its  ueight  is  about  twenty  ounces. 

Tiie  hill  of  the  diver  is  ftrong  and  pointed,  upper  mandible  the 
longeft,  edges  of  each  bending  inwards.— ^'io/?r;/r,  linear,  upper  part 
divided  by  a  fmall  cutaneous  appendage— 7<»«^Kf,  long  and  pointed, 
lerrated  at  each  iide  near  the  bafe.— Le*j,  very  thin  and  flat.*--7i«, 
the  exterior  the  longert,  back  toe  fmall,  joined  to  the  interior  by  z 
fmaii  mcmbrane.-»7di/V,  iliort.  This  bird  is  about  the  iize  of  a 
goofe. 

GEN.    6.      RYNCHOrS. 

This  genus  contains  only  a  fingle  fpecies  and  a  variety,  both  na* 
tives  of  North-Arnerica  :  it  is  fonietimes  called  the  Skimmer,  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  collects  its  food  on  the  water  with  the  lower 
mandible  ;  by  others  it  is  called  tiie  Shearbill  and  Cutwater.— The 
Bill  of  tliis  bird  is  greatly  coniprefl'ed,  lower  mandible  much  larger 
than  the  vppcv.-'-No/h-ihy  linear  and  pervious.— A  fmall  iack  toe.—' 
Tailf  a  little  foiked.     In  its  habits  and  tigurc  it  refembles  the  gulls. 

GF.y.    7.      STHRNA. 

This  genus  contains  the  Terns  and  the  Nodies  :  of  the  former 
there  are  feven  fpecies,  all  of  which  are  found  about  the  feas  of  Amc' 
rica  ;  of  the  latter  \vc  know  of  but  one  common  to  the  fame  fitua- 
tions  ;  indeed  it  is  nothing  but  a  f]>ecies  of  the  tern  rather  fmaller. 
Charafters— i)V//,  lliort,  [lender  and  pointed,— A^ff/?r/7j,  linear.— 
Ton^Kc,  flender  and  iliarp.— //"/w^j-,  very  long. — A  fmall  back  toe,— 
Tailf  forked. 

CKN.   S.      LARUS. 

The  charafters  of  this  genus,  which  comprehends  the  Gulls  and 
I^Iews,  names  which  only  diftinguifli  this  family  into  the  greater  and 
kller  gulls,  are— 7)///,  ftrong,  bending  down  at  the  point,  on  the 
xmder  part  of  the  lower  mandible  an  angvilar  prominency.— ATo^'/'/r, 
cblong  and  narrow,  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  b\\\.-'-Tofiguf,  a 
little  clo\cn,—BoJyf  light.-'/r;>w,  long.— ir^j,  fmall,  naked  above 
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the  Vnttt.'—Baci  toe,  fmall. — Briflbn  has  eighteen  fpecies  of  this 
genus,  and  we  are  inclined  to  think  them  as  common  to  the  fljores  of 
America  as  Europe. 

GEK>  9.      PROCELLARIA. 

The  Peterel,  which  forms  this  genus,  inhabits  all  parts  of  the 
ocean ;  it  braves  and  fports  with  the  moft  furious  llorms,  and  fome  of 
the  fpecies  feem  to  enjoy  thofe  tremendous  fcenes  which  fink  the 
courage  of  the  braved  men :  they  are  found  in  great  plenty  in  the 
feas  near  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  and  along  the  coafts  of  America,  in 
the  fame  parallels.  The  charafters  of  this  genus  are — /?///,  ftraight, 
except  at  the  end,  which  is  hooked.— ^^r;7j,  cylindric  and  tubu- 
lar.— L€gSf  naked  above  the  knees.— .No  back  toe,  but  a  (harp  fpur 
pointing;  downwards  inftead. 

■   ■  OEN.    10.      MERGUS. 

The  Merganfer  is  the  fpecies  that  forms  this  genus ;  it  is  found 
in  the  north  of  Europe  and  north  of  America. — Its  bill  is  flender,  a 
little  deprefled,  furniflied  at  the  end  with  a  crooked  nail;  edges  of 
each  mandible  very  fliarply  ferrated. — Noftrils^  near  the  middle  of 
the  mandible  fms^U  and  fubovated.— Tl>»^«f,  {lender.— Frr/,  the  ex- 
terior toe  longer  than  the  middle.  The  largeft  birds  of  this  fpecies 
are  between  a  duck  and  goofe,  the  fmaller  about  the  fize  of  the 
duck.   Tliere  are  in  the  whole  about  feven  fpecies  known. 

'     ^ CEN.    II.      ANAS. 

This  genus  includes  the  whole  of  the  duck  tribe,  under  the  name 
of  Swan,  Goofe,  Duck,  Widgeon,  Teal,  &c.  of  which  near  fevciity 
fpecies  are  known  in  America ;  of  the  fpecies  of  the  fwan  only  one, 
of  the  goofe  ten,  the  reft  ducks,  &c.  The  diftinguifliing  characters 
of  this  ^enus  are— J?///,  ftrong,  broad,  flat  or  deprefled,  and  com* 
monly  furniflied  at  the  end  with  ^  nail,  edges  marked  with  (harp  la- 
mWs.—NoJirils^  fmall,  oval. — Tongue^  broad,  edges  near  the  bafc 
fringed. — Feet^  middle  toe  the  largefl. 

CEN.    la.      PELICANUS. 

The  birds  in  this  genus  which  may  be  faid  to  belong  to  America, 
or  found  in  its  feas,  are  the  Pelican,  of  which  there  are  two  fpecies 
and  four  varieties  belonging  to,  that  continent :  the  Boobies,  (ix  fpecies ; 
the  Frigat  or  Man  of  War  bird  ;  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
Buffon,  the  Garnet.  The  cliara6ters  of  the  pelican  are — Billy  long  and 
ftraight,  the  end  hooked  or  floping. — lioJlriUy  either  entirely  want- 
ing, or  fmall  and  placed  in  a  furrow  which  runs  along  the  liues  of 
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the  hilL-^FaeCf  naked.— G«//r/,  naked||  and  capable  of  gr««l  di& 
tenfion.— 7i»«,  all  four  webbed, 

GEN.  13.      PHAETON. 

This  genus  is  formed  of  {the  tropic  birds  ;  a  clafs  of  the  winged 
tribe,  whole  favourite  haunts  are  the  fequeftered  iflands  of  India 
and  America.  There  are  three  fpecies  known.— The  6ill  is  com- 
prefled  flightly  floping  down,  point  lliarp,  undcf  n)andihle  angular, 
'^Nofirilst  pervious. — Tiw,  all  four  webbed.— 7tf;V^  cuneiform,  two 
middle  feathers  tapering  and  extending  to  a  vaft  If  n^th  ^eyond  the 
others, 

GEN,  r4.     FlOTUS. 

Charafters — Bill,  long,  ftraight,  (harp-pointed.— ilifj^/f,  of  a  great 
length. — Face  and  guUet^  covered  with  feathers,— 7<»w,  all  four  web- 
bed. The  darter  or  auhinga  is  the  only  bird  in  this  genus.  We 
believe  there  are  thiec  fpecies,  beiides  varieties^  ia  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  new  continent.  . , ,., 

GEN.  I^. 

The  penguin  may  be  con&dered  as  the  link  between  birds  and 
iiihes. — Its  iill  is  flrong  and  ilraight,  bending  only  a  little  towards 
the  point.— Tiw^-ac,  rover'id  with  firong,  fliarp  fpincs,  pointing 
backwards,— ^'i«^j,  very  fmall,  pendulous,  ufelefs  for  flight,  co* 
vered  with  mere  flat  HiAhi.'-'Body,  covered  with  thick,  fliort  fea- 
thers, with  broad  Ihafts  placed  as  compadtly  as  fcales. — Legs^  Ihort 
and  thick,  placed  entirelybehind. — Toes^  four  (landing  forward,  the 
interior  loofe,  the  refl  webbed.— -Ta/V,  confliting  of  on)y  broad 
/hafts.  There  are  two  fpecies  found  on  the  coafts  of  South- America.* 


*  Wc  noticed  at  the  beginning  of  this  account  of  American  birds,  that  in  the  di- 
vlfion  and  orders  we  had  followed  Mr.  Pennant-«the  fcveral  genera  are  as  claiTcd  by 
Linnxus,  except  where  otherwife  mentioned. 
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MPERFECT  as  the  lift  of  American  quadrupeds  and  birds  muft 
be  confeiTed  to  be,  thofe  of  the  reptiles,  fiflies,  and  infers  muft  be 
much  more  fo ;  few  have  been  the  charafters  who,  with  leifure  and 
abilities,  have  poflcflfed  the  inclination  for  thefe  refearches,  and 
thofe  who  have  attempted  any  thing  of  this  kind,  have  contented 
themfelves  with  very  partial  advances,  or  have  found  fuch  difficulties 
as  have  prevented  any  great  progrefs ;  they  have,  however,  done 
fiiificient,  we  truft,  to  ftimulate  others  to  a  farther  purfuit,  and  we 
may  reafonably  hope  that  a  few  years  will  open  to  us  a  more  parti- 
cular acquaintance  with  the  woods,  the  marfties,  the  mountains,  and 
waters  of  the  new  continent.  The  following  lifts  in  a  more  particu- 
lar manner  refer  to  North-America,  though  perhaps  the  greater 
part  are  found  all  over  the  continent. 

■         DIV.  I.    PEDATED  REPTILES. 


Green  Tortoife, 
Hawkbill  do. 
Loggerhead  do. 
Trunk  do. 
Soft-ftielled  do. 
Serrated  do.      ,  *,. 
Chequered  do.        , 
Mud  do.  .     '  . 

Gre«  Land  do,  nailed  h  th 


TORTOISE. 

Teftudo,  Mydas, 
——>———  jmbricata, 
— — —  marina.  Kail. 

—  Catejhy* 


Carolina, 


1  I  --  .-w- 


f  Unifed  States      Gopher, 
3  Fa 
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mim  I, 


Toati, 

Bull -frog,  , 

Water-frog,         , 

Green,  tree,  frog, 

Land-frog,  , 

Cinereous,  . 

Bell-frog, 

Small  green-frog, 


Alligator,* 
Greeu-Iizard,f 


FROG. 

Rana,  bufo,  fcveral  fpecks, 

-'>■   ■ '  —  ocellata, 

.  «i  Catejly, 

m.  arborea, 

■T.  CatcJly, 


LIZARD. 

Lacerta,  crocodylus. 


Five* 


*  Tlijs  formiJabtc  animal  has  a  vaft  mouth,  fumlfhcd  with  (harp  teelh ;  from  tlit 
hack  to  the  end  of  the  tail  ferratcJ  ;  Ikiii  tough  and  brown,  and  covered  on  the  fidct 
wi'.n  lulicrcle;.     Grows  to  the  length  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty-three  fecc. 

TMs  dreadful  fpccies  is  found  in  the  warmer  parts  of  North-America,  and  moft  nu- 
merous as  we  approach  the  fouth,  and  the  more  fierce  and  ravenous  j  yet  la  Carolina  it 
never  devours  the  human  fpccies,  but  on  the  contrary,  (huns  mankind,  yet  will  kill 
dogs  as  rhey  fwim  in  the  rivers,  and  hogs  which  feed  in  the  fwafifips.  It  is  often  fccn 
floating  like  a  log  of  wood  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  is  mrftaken  for  fuch  by  dogs, 
and  other  animals,which  it  feizcs  and  draws  under  water  to  devour  at  its  leifure.  Liicethc 
wolf,  when  prcffrd  by  long  hunger,  it  will  fwallow  mud,  and  even  ftones,  and  pieces  of 
w.>()d.  They  often  get  into  the  wears  in  purfuit  of  fiih,  and  do  much  mifchief  by  break- 
ing them  to  pieces. 

They  are  torpid  during  the  winter  in  Carolina,  and  retire  into  their  dens,  which  they 
form  by  burrowing  f.ir  under  ground  ;  it  makes  the  entrance  under  water,  and  works 
upwards.     In  fpring  it  q  '.its  its  retreat,  and  reforts  to  the  rivers,  which  it  fwims  up  j 
iud  down,  and  chiefly  fecks  its  prey  near  the  mouth,  where  the  water  is  brackifh. 

It  roars  and  makes  a  dreadful  noife  at  its  firft  leaving  its  den,  and  againft  bad  wca- 
tlwr.  It  lays  avatt  number  of  eggs  in  the  fand,  near  the  banks  of  lakes  and  rivers,  atii  j 
loaves  thcni  lo  h-j  haiciic'  '  y  the  fun  :  multitudes  are  dcftroyed  as  foon  as  hatched, 
ather  by  their  own  tjccics,  or  by  fifti  of  prey.  In  South-America  the  carrion 
vulture  is  the  inftrumeiit  of  Providence  to  deftroy  multitudes,  by  that  means  prcveniing 
the  country  fiom  being  rrnJered  uninhabitable.  Bartrlm,  ift  4»i$  account  of  hjs  traveli»  ] 
h,i.  given  a  very  particular  account  of  thcfe  creatures. 

f  This  little  creature  is  torally  green;  veryflender;  tail  ne»  ioubie  the  length  of  | 
the  body,  and  its  whole  length  about  five  inches. 

It  inhabits  Carolina,  is  domcftic,  familiar,  and  harAleft;  (jpoKS  on  tables  and  win*  I 
Jows,  and  nrnufet  by  its  agility  in  catching  flies ;  fasei  at  mankind  #itK9Ht  concern i 
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Five-lined  do. 
Guada  do. 
Blue  tail  do. 
Spotted  do. 
Annulated  do. 
Slender  do. 
Scorpion  do. 
Lion  do. 


Lacerta, 


Iguana, 
faciata, 
pun(5tata, 


fex  lineata. 


40s 


^h 


.k 


SIREN. 


Mud  Iguana,  or  Siren, 


DIV.  IL    WITHOUT  FEET. 


Great  Rattlc-fnake,* 
^rnall  do. 
Miliary  do. 


CROTALUS. 

'     Crotalus,  horridus, 

■  durifTiis, 

- — ' — '  miliarus. 


COLUKE*. 


fwclls  its  throat  into  a  protuberance,  which  it  difcharges  at  will.  Cold  iiffefls  tiie  co- 
lours ;  in  that  uncertain  climate,  whtn  there  is  a  quick  tranfition,  in  the  Tame  day, 
from  hot  to  cold,  it  changes  inftantly  from  the  molt  brilliant  green  to  a  dull  brown.  Te 
is  fotnetiiTJes  tempted  by  a  gleam  of  fun  to  quit  its  retreat,  but  by  the  fudden  change  uf 
Weather,  is  fo  enfeebled,  as  not  to  be  able  to  return  to  its  hole,  and  will  die  witb 
told. 

*  This  reptile  has  a  brown  broad  head  ;  yellowilh  brown  back,  marked  with  broad 
traiifvcrfc  dentaced  bars  of  black ;  fcaies  rough  ;  hcliy  cinereous  ;  the  jaws  furnilhti 
with  fmail  fharp  teeth  ;  foui  fangs  in  the  upper  jaw,  incurvatcd,  large,  anu  poiaccd, 
the  inftruments  of  death  ;  at  the  bafcofeacha  round  orifice,  opening  into  n  hollow, 
that  near  the  end  of  the  tooth  appears  ayain  in  form  of  a  fmall  channel ;  thefe  teeth 
ti.xv  be  erc(fted  or  comprciled  ;  when  in  the  aflion  of  biting,  they  force  out  of  a^land 
near  their  roots  tlie  fatal  juitc  ;  this  is  received  into  the  round  orifice  of  tht"  teeth, 
conveyed  through  the  tube  into  the  channel,  and  thence  with  unerring  dirfi'tion  iitt» 
:!..•;  woujid. 

The  tail  is  furnifhcd  with  a  rattle,  confiding  of  joints  loofcly  conncflcd  ;  the  number 
uncertain,  depending,  as  is  pretended,  on  the  age  of  the  animal,  it  receiving  with  every 
year  a  new  joint.     Authors  mention  forty  and  feventy. 

Rattlcfnakes  grow  to  the  length  of  eigiit  feet,  and,  according  to  a  newfpnpcr  ac- 
cbunt,  to  fourteen. 

They  fwarm  in  thclefs  inhabited  parts  of  North- America  ;  now  almoft  extirpated  in 
the  populous ;  none  found  faither  north  than  the  mountains  near  lake  Champlain  ;  but 
ut  the  fouth  infcrt  South-AtTierica,  even  as  far  as  Brafil.  Love  woods  atid  lofry  hiUs,. 
•specially  vthcre  the  fl:i?.ta  ate  rocky  or  chfilky*  the  pafs  near  Niagara  abounds  with 
.  ^w  tbsni. 
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Familiar>rnakei 
Forracious  du* 
Crofled  do. 
Water- viper,* 


COLbBlR. 

i  Coluber,  vftivus,' 

k  »■  mi6terizans, 

*  m  fimus, 

*  m.    ■      pun£tatuS| 


Black. 


llicm.  Being  (low  of  m«tion,  they  frequent  the  fides  of  rills,  to  make  prey  of  frogs,  or 
of  fuch  animals  t.iat  refort  there  to  quench  their  thirft  ;  are  generally  found  during  fum- 
mer  in  p.iirs ;  in  winter,  coUefl  in  multitudes,  and  retire  beneath  tlie  ground,  beyonJ 
tl'.c  reach  of  froft  :  tempted  by  the  warmth  jf  a  fpring  day,  they  aie  often  ohfervei 
to  c!ffcp  our  wc.ik  and  hiriguid  :  a  jicrfon  has  fcen  a  piece  of  giounci  covered  with  them, 
and  kiilc.i  witli  a  rod  Ixtwccn  fixty  and  fcvonty,  till  ovcriiowercd  with  the  ftcnch,  lie 
war.  obliged  to  retire. 

Tliey  couple  in  Au^iift,  and  then  are  moft  dangerous  j  arc  viviparous,  and  bring 
forth  in  yunr,  about,  twelve  young  ones  :  between  tlmt  and  September  they  acquire  the 
kiijth  of  a  font. 

Pro\idc;irc.  has  given  mankind  a  fecuiity  againft  tlie  bite  of  thefe  drcadfui  reptiles, 
f  )V  it  doe-;  not  often  fail  wAming  the  palTenger  of  its  vicinity»  by  the  rattle  of  its  tail. 
In  line  weather  that  monition  is  always  given,  in  wet  weather  feldom,  wliich  gives  the 
ImU.ins  a  diead  of  travelling  amidil  the  woods  in  rainy  fcafons. 

It  moves  aloni;  with  the  head  on  the  ground  ;  but  if  alarmed,  it  flings  its  body  into  a 
ciidc,  coiling  icfclf  with  the  head  in  the  ccnne  cieft,  and  with  the  eyes  flaming 
in  a  molt  terrific  manner.  Happily  it  may  be  cafily  avoided  :  it  is  flow  in  pur- 
fuit,  and  has  not  the  power  of  fpringing  at  its  alfailant,  i,kc  many  of  the  innocent 
tribe. 

It  is  diflicult  to  fpcak  of  its  fafcinating  powers :  authors  of  credit  defcribe  tlie  effc^s. 
Birds  have  been  fecn  to  drop  into  its  mouth,  fquirrcls  defcend  from  their  trees,  and  le- 
verets run  into  it^  jaws.  Terror  and  amazement  f:em  to  lay  hold  on  thefe  little  animals; 
tlicy  make  viulcnt  eflbits  to  getaway,  ftill  keeping  their  eye*  fixed  on  thofc  of  the 
fnakc  ;  at  length,  wearied  with  their  movements,  and  frightened  out  of  all  capacity  of 
knowing  the  ouirfc  they  ought  to  take,  become  at  length  the  p.ey  of  the  expefting  de- 
vourer,  proiably  in  their  lalt  coiivulfive  motion. 

Kii'tk-fn  ikcs  arc  apt  to  fr.\juent  houfcs :  every  domeftic  animal  on  their  approach,  as 
ifby  inftin.'l,  rakes  alarm  ;  dogs  briille,  and  the  poultry  creft  their  feathers  ;  hogs  only 
alt  ick  them,  fu'diii^;  on  them  wi;h  impunity.     The  Indians  will  alfo  eat  their  flelh. 

The  bite  is  of  the  moft  venomous  kind;  if  the  wound  is  on  a  vein  cr  artery, 
death  cnfuei  as  rapid  as  thought ;  if  in  a  flefhy  part,  there  are  hopes  of  remedy ; 
ti>c  moll  efficacious,  if  done  in  time,  is  cither  the  burning,  or  the  cutting  out  the  part 
•affeJcd.  T!ic  fymptoms  are,  naufca,  convulfiont,  fpicting  of  blood,  and  bloody  ftools ; 
lofsofthc  ufe  of  limbs;  fv.ellings,  and  difcoloured  (kin;  fever,  Jeliria;  and  if  the 
cui  s  rakci  any  length  of  time,  difturbcd  reft,  and  dreams  of  the  moft  horrible  kinds. 

*  This  fnakc  has  a  large  head,  fmall  neck  ;  fangs  in  the  upp«r  jaw  ;  colour  of  the 

Head  and  back  dulky  ;  belly  fafciated  with  black  wid  yellow.    At  the  head  of  the 

tail  3  fmall  h  rry  fubftawwc. 

Inhabits 


.^ 


"*  'Mfi','" 


"] 


OP  AME&IC 

Black-fnake,        . 

Coach  Whip  do.  . 

Corn-fnake,         .  , 

Black-vipcr,  .  . 

Brown  do.  .         , 

Copper-bellied  fnake,        . 

Striated  do.  .  . 

Dotted  do. 

White  bodied,  brown-eyed  do. 

Black-fnake,  with  linear  rings, 

Hooped  do. 

Dufty  do. 

Vittated  do. 

Fenfacola  do.* 

Minute  do.  ,  . 

Golden-eyed  do.  « 

Moccafin  do.  . 

Grey  fpptted  do.  of  CaroHna| 

Little  brown  bead  do. 

Joint  do.  .  . 

Garter  do,  ,  . 


AN  REPTILES, 

Coluber,  conftritflor 

■  flagelliim 

■  fulvius 
■■  prefter 
■■  '  luridus 

■  erythrogaftcr 

■  '  ftriatiilus 

■  punftatii 

atiopos 

—  •  Icberis 

■  doliatus 
. fipedon 

■  ■  firtalis 


m 


annulatui 


ANCUI8. 


GlaiTy  fnake,  . 

Chicken  do. 

Striped  do.  . 

Blind  do.  • 

Brpwnifli  fpotted  do. 

Yellowiih  white  do. 

Hifling  do.  . 

Ring  do. 

Fale-coloured  do.  with  brown  belts, 


Anguis  ventrali$ 
— —  maculata 
-        eryx 
— —  fragiiis 
— —  reticulata 
-'■"■  ■  lumbricalii 


laticauda. 


Inhabits  Carolina :  fwimj  well,  and  it  very  dexterous  in  catching  fijh.  During 
fummcr,  numbers  of  them  are  fecn  hanging  on  the  boughs  of  trees  over  the  rivers,  vp.tci.- 
ing  the  apprsach  of  fi/h  or  fowl,  and  frequently  drop  into  tlie  boats  pafTinp  bi  ncath  They 
plunge  on  their  prey,  and  purfuc  it  with  great  fwiftnefs  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  caich  it, 
twim  aftiorc  to  devour  it :  are  called  the  Water  Rattlefnake,  and  are  fuppofed  to  be  ^3 
fatal  in  their  bite.  The  little  horn  at  the  tail  gives  it  a  dreadful  name,  as  if  aimed  with 
death  at  both  extremities.  The  fuperftitious  believe,  that  by  a  jerk  of  that  part  i^  -.a 
mortally  wound  any  animal>  and  even  caufc  a  tree  to  wither  by  transfixing  the  bark. 
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GENERAL    DESCRirTIOtr 


BOA. 

Hog-nofe  fnaka, 

« 

Boa  conflortriJt, 

Grccnifh  variegated  do. 

• 

—  canina, 

Large  Ipottcd  do. 

• 

^-  conftiidoc,* 

^Inline  do.            . 

• 

—  murina, 

Afh'CoIoiiicd  do. 

» 

•     —  fcyule, 

Yellow  fputted  do. 

■f 

—  ceuchria, 

Dufky  white  da. 

•  • 

—  cnydris. 

[falc-coluutcd  dOf 

f 

.—  hortulana. 

■  I. 


:  '^ 


.r..i. ... 


**  Ttiii  is  an  in»|nfnfc  nnimal  ;  it  often  exceeds  thirty-ftx  feet  in  length  ;  the  bniy 
is  very  thicit,  of  ,i  dufliy  white  colwir,  and  iti  hack  is  imcrfperlcJ  with  twcnty-fom 
luge  pile  irregular  fiviis;  the  tail  i»  of  a  darker  colour,  and  the  fidej  afc  bciunful^y 
\t\ricgntcJ  with  pule  fpoti  :  l.tfiJos,  the  whulc  boJy  i»  intrifpcrfcd  with  fmflll  'wfiwn 
i^Wi.  The  head  is  covert'.l  with  fmall  fcaUs,  aixl  has  no  broad  laminae  bciwixt  the 
eyes,  but  has  a  Mack  belt  behind  tlte  eyet.  It  .wants  the,  large  dog>fangs,  and  of 
coiufe  its  bite  is  not  |ioifunou>.  The  tongue  is  9^\\iy  and  forced.  Above  the  era, 
en  each  fiHc,  tlic  head  rifcs  hi^h.  The  fi:a<cs  of  this  fcrpent  arc  all  very  finall,  rounuUh 
and  fmooth.  The  tail  does  not  c>:cced  one-eighth  of  tht  whole  laigth  of  the  aninul. 
The  Indiins,  who  ;^Jaie  thij  monllroos  animal,  ufc  the  (kin  for  clothes,  on  account  of 
itr>  finnothncfs  and  bcauiy.  There  arc  fcvcral  of  thefc  Ikinj  of  the  above  diinciilion', 
prcfcrvcd,  and  to  be  fccn  in  the  dlflfercnt  niufeiiras  of  ^urojx:,  particularly  in  the  li- 
brary and  botanic  garden  of  Upfal  in  Sweden,  which  has  of  ktc  been  greatly  cnvicW 
by  Count  Grillinl.org.  The  ticJh  of  this  fcrjH;nt  is  eat  by  the  Indians  and  tlie 
negroes.  Pifo,  Margraavc  and  Kettipfcr,  give  the  following  account  of  its  method 
iii  living  and  catching  its  picy.  It  hctjucnts  caves  jnd  thick,  foiefls,  vfherc  it  wnccr^ls 
itftlf,  and  fuddcnly  darts  out  upon  (Vrangers,  wild  bcalls,  &c.  Wlien  it  choofts  a  tree 
fcir  its  watcliing-placc,  it  fupports  itfelf  by  twifting  its  tail  lound  the  fiunk  «r  a  Inancl., 
and  daits  down  upon  (hccp,  goats,  tigers,  or  any  animal  th.at  comes  within  iis  icadi. 
V/hen  it  lays  hold  of  animals,  cfpecially  any  of  the  larger  kinds,  it  twills  itftlf  fevc- 
lal  times  round  their  body,  :^nd  by  (he  vaft  foriic'  of  its  tireuhir  miifclcs  brtirfi.?  and 
fcneaks  all  their  bone? :  after  the  bones  are  broke,  ic  licks  the  fkin  of  the  anjmal  all 
aver,  bcfincaring  it  with  a  glulinous  kind  of  faUva.  Thi*  opcratioo  is  intended  to 
f».ilitatc  deglutition,  nnd  is  a  preparation  for  fw^Uowing  tl.e  whole  anipal.  ^f  it 
be  a  flag,  or  any  horned  animal,  it  begins  to  fwallow  the  feet  ftrl,^,  and  gradually 
fweks  in  the  body,  and  lalt  of  all  the  head  ;  when  the  horns  happen  to  be  large,  thii 
litvpent  has  been  obfcrved  to  go  about  for  a  lopg  titnc  with  the  horns  of  a  ftag  rtitkmg 
out  from  its  mouth  :  as  the  animal  digcfts,  the  horni  putrefy  and  fall  off.  After  this 
fcrpent  has  fwaliowed  a  flag  or  a  tiger,  it  is  unable  for  fome  day*  to  move  ;  the  huntcts, 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  thi*  circumftancc,  always  take  this  opportunity  of  dc- 
ftroying  it.  When  irritated  it  makes  a  '■  ud  hiinng  noife.  It  i*  (aid  to  cover  itfclt 
ever  with  leaves  in  fuch  places  as  ftags  or  otiu  animals  frequent,  in  order  to  conceal 
itftlf  from  tiieir  fight,  and  that  it  may  the  more  c.  fily  lay  hold  of  them. 

N.  B.  The  fgun  gn.rn  in  (^he  amaxed ^/idtCf  by  tnijlakt  cj  the  cnrravcr^  is  i^if'ot'rj) 
lalUd  The  Black  Snake, 
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TWO<IIEADED    INAKE. 

Thti  has  in  general  b;en  cnnfidered  as  a  mondrous  produAion  ; 
but  Mr.  Morfe  fays,  he  is  dilpofcd  to  believe  that  it  is  a  diftinft 
fpecies ;  he  obfervcs  tliat  ho  has  feen  one,  and  received  accounts  of 
three  others,  found  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States :  one  of 
thefe  was  about  eigl>t  inches  long,  and  both  heads,  as  to  every  out- 
ward appearance,  ^<  ere  equally  perfcdt,  and  branching  out  from  the 
neck  at  an  acute  angle. 
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nx  betwixt  the 
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Above  the  tyeji 
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1  of  tUc  aninul. 
s,  on  accmnit  of 
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culariy  in  t^c  li- 
1  gKMly  cnvicV^] 
InJians  wi  tlvs 

,t    of    itSPKlhod 

Llicrc  it  roucci^s 
it  choofcs  a  ticc 
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within  iis  '"'•'^^• 
[twills  itftlf  fevc 
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FISH 


or 


NORTH-AMERICA. 


it 


m 


CETACEOUS    FISH. 
Dolphin.     Porpoife,  "Whale.        Whale,     eight  jpe. 


Grampus, 
Beluga. 


cieSf 


CARTLLAGINOUS    FISH. 

Lamprey.    Sea  lamprey.  Angler.      C.  Angler, 

Ray.  Thornback,  Baliste^     Unicorn  fiflij 

Sting,  Old  wife. 

Skate,  Baliftra, 

Divel,  Ostracion.S.  Oflracion, 

Shark.         Arrow-headed  ftark,  Tetrodon.  Prickly  tetrodon, 
Saw  fhark,  Short  do. 

White  fliark,  Globe  do. 

Sturgeon.  Sturgeon,  LuMPUSr      Lump, 

Hufo,  Pipe.  Short  pipe. 


BONY    FISH. 

SECT.  I.     APODAL. 

Eel.  Common  eel,  ££l. 

Conger  e«l,  Lance: 

Muray  eel, 


Bla^k  eel, 
Lance. 


SECT.  a.  JUGULAR. 

Sod.  Common  €«d  Cod,*  Whiting, 

Froll  do.  Tau, 

Haddock,  Burbot, 

Coal  fiih,  Blknny.       K  Blcuin/. 
Pellosk, 
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*e<;t.  3. 

JRbmora.      Slicking  fifli, 
CoRYPHiENE.  Blue  coryphiene, 

Parrot  do. 

Lineated  do. 
BuLU-HEAD.  Father  laflier, 

Acadian  bull -head, 
2ehus.  Doree, 

Flounder.  C.  Flounder, 

Hollibut, 

Plaice, 
#  Sole, 

Lineated  flounde^ 

Lynated  do. 

Dentated  dp, 
GlLT-HEAD.  Sivipper, 

Pork  filh. 

Silver  fifh. 
Radiated  gilt -head, 
Virginian  do. 
Wrasse.       Mutton  fifli. 
Mangrove  ^o. 
Hog  do. 
Great  hog  do. 
Cinereous  wrafle, 
Gaper, 

Drum  fifti,  four /pe- 
des, 
Yellow  wrafle. 
Bone  fifli, 
Antient, 


THORACIC. 

Ch^todo*.  Scalekfs  chastodon, 

Rhonibard, 

Angel, 

Noble, 
P£RCU.  Yellow  perch. 

Rudder  do. 

Dotted  do. 

Croker, 

Eyed  perch, 

Philadelphian  d||i'    1 

Black  do. 

Margot, 

Negro  perch. 

Black  tail  do. 

Venomous  do. 

Grunter, 

Striated  perch. 

Hind, 

Trifurcatcd  perch, 

Striped  bafs, 

BaUe, 

Apodal, 

River  perch. 
Stickleback.  Stickleback,  four 
fpecieSf 

Skipjack, 
Mackre^,.    Mackrel,  three fpeeies, 

Tunny  fifli, 

Bonito, 
Gurnard.    Flying  gur-n,ard. 


abdominal. 

Loche.         Beardlefs  loche,  Pike. 

Bearded  do. 
Amea.  Bold  ame, 

SiLUKE.         Felis, 

Cat  fifli, 

Armed  dure,, 


Teuthys.    Tang, 


C.  Pike, 
Fox  pike, 
Barracauda, 
Bory  pike, 
Carolina  pike. 
Gar, 
Braflllan  pike. 
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GENERAL 

DESCRIPTION,   &C. 

iBALMON. 

Salmon, 
Naymacufh, 

Mullet. 

C.  Mullet, 
White  mullet. 

« 

Salmon  trput^ 
Char, 

Omifcomaycus, 

, Herring. 

C.  Herring, 

Thrifa, 

Shad, 

Sea  falmon, 

Carp. 

C.  Carp, 

Guiniad, 
Sea  guiniad, 
Smelt, 
Slendv-'-. 
Capelan, 

Dace, 

Roach, 
Bream, 

Minnow, 

El(4^. 

El  ops, 

Gudgeon, 

Argentine,  Bahama  argentine. 

Sucker, 

Atherine. 

Atherine, 

# 

Munjmy  chog^ 

PyLYNEME 

.  Virginian  pol)  ncme, 

Minute,  &c. 

INSECTS 


(    4'3    ) 


'"> 


INSECTS 


OP 


N  O  R  T  H-A  M  E  R  I  C  A- 


4HAFBRt 

Stag-beetle, 

Leather-eater, 

Mimic-beetle, 

Whirl-beetlf, 

Carrion. beetle. 

Weevil, 

Nut-bf.etle, 

Lady-fly, 

Glow-worm, 

Seed-beetle, 

golden-honey- 

beetle. 
Blister-beetle, 
Stinkino-beetle, 
Tortoise-beetle, 
Glossy-beetle, 
Ground-beetle, 
Burn-cow, 
Spring-beetle, 
Water-beetle, 
Soft  winged-beetle, 

Wood-beetle, 
Capricorn-beetle, 
Rove-beetle, 
Clipt-winced- 

beetle, 
J^ARwin, 


SECT  r.     beetl 

Scarubeiis, 

Lucamis, 

Dermeftes, 

Hifter, 

Gyrinus, 

Silpha, 

Curculio, 

Attelabus, 

Coccinella, 

Lampyris, 

Bruchu)  Pin, 

Chryfqmela, 

Meloe, 

Tencbrio, 

Caflida, 

Cicindela, 

Qarabus 

Buprellis, 

Elater, 

Dytifciis, 

Mvilacopteryx, 

Cantharis, 

Leptura, 

Cerambyx, 

Staphylinus, 

Necydali^, 

Forficulaj 


thirty -one  rprci£% 
four  fpecies, 
four  fpecies, 
unicojor, 
Araericanus, 
fcven  fpecies, 
eight  fpecies, 
two  fpecies, 
four  fpecies, 
three  fpecies, 
Kalm  1 173 — 1 1 77, 

twenty-three  fpecies, 

three  fpecies, 

four  fpecies, 

two  fpecies, 

three  fpecieg, 

thirteen  fpecies* 

four  fpecies, 

four  fpecies, 

five  fpecies, 

Anier.  N.  S.  Muf.  BL 

tropica, 

fix  fpecies, 

feyenteen  fpecies, 

two  fpecies, 

collaris.  N.  S.  Muf.  Bi. 
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auricuUria. 
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H!S  MOSr  CHRISTIAN  MAJESTY  AND  THE  THIRTEEN  UiaiED 

STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
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A  i?  P  E  N  t)  I  X.     No.  I, 
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TREATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCK, 

LOUIS,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  to 
all  who  fliall  lee  thefe  prefents,  greeting : 


T 


HE  CoHgrcfs  of  the  Tiiirtcen  Unitf?d  States  of  Nortli- America 
liaving)  by  t'leir  Plenipotentiaries  refiding  at  Paris,  notified  their 
defire  to  eflablifli  with  us  and  our  States  a  good  underftandingand 
perfe(^t  correfpotidence,  afid  having  for  that  purpofe  propofed  to 
conclude  with  us  a  Trenty  of  Amity  and  CQmmerce :  Wc  having 
thought  it  our  duty  to  give  to  the  faid  States  a  fenfiblc  proof  of 
Our  afFei^lion,  dciei  mining  us  to  accept  of  their  propofuls  :  for 
thefe  caufes,  and  other  good  coiifiderations  us  thereauto  moving, 
wej  repofing  entire  confidence  in  the  abilities  and  experience, 
zeal  and  fidelity  for  our  fervice,  of  our  dear  and  beloved  Conrad 
Alexander  Gerard,  royal  fyndic  of  the  city  of  Strafburg,  and 
fecretary  of  our  council  of  flate,  have  nominated,  appointed,  and 
commidioned,  and  by  thcfe  prefents,  figned  wiui  our  hand,  do 
nominate,  appoint  ahd  commilTion  him  our  plenipotentiary,  giving 
him  power  and  fpecial  command  for  us  and  in  our  name,  to 
Agree  upon,  conclude  and  fign  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
Vol.  IV.  d  United 
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Z         TREATY  OF   AMITY   AND  COMMERCE, 

Uiiiuil  ?r;ii(js,  equally  I'lirnifhed  in  due  form  with  full  powers* 
llich  Treaty,  Convention,  and  Articles  of  Coinnicrce  and  Navi- 
g.uiui),  ai>  )k'  lha!i  tliiiik  proper  ;  willing  that  he  VkL\  with  the 
iiinn'  aiithoiHy  as  we  nii<^ht  or  could  att,  if  wc  were  perfonaliy 
preient,  and  even  as  though  he  had  more  fpecial  command  tlian 
what  is  herein  contained  j  proiniling  in  good  faith,  and  on  tlu" 
word  of  a  king,  to  agree  to,  coniirm,  and  cltablilli  for  ever,  and 
to  acc(jn!|ilini  and  rxt  cute  punctually,  all  that  our  faid  dear  and 
beloved  Cunrad  Alexander  Gerard  fiiall  ftipulatc  and  (itii,  h/ 
virtue  of  the  ;  refcnt  ^^ower,  without  contravening  it  in  any  man- 
ner, or  luilering  i  u>  be  contravened  for  any  cauf'c,  or  under  any 
pretext  wiiafoever;  and  alio  to  ratify  the  fame  in  due  forn), 
and  caufe  ojr  raiihcation  to  be  delivered  and  exchanged  in  ti'c 
time  that  lludl  be  aj^rced  on.  For  fuch  is  our  pleafure.  In  tcf- 
iin)iiny  whereof  we  iiave  hereunto  let  our  feal.  Dcjne  at  Vcr- 
faillcs  th'S  thirtieth  tlay  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  fcveii  liundred  and  leventy-eight,  and  tlic  fourth  year 
of  oui  'cign. 

(  Signed  ) 

LOUIS. 
By  the  King. 
GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNE?. 


(  L.  S.  ) 
(Underneath  ) 


TREATY. 

Tlie  l\Tort  Chriftian  King,  and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of 
North-America,  to  wit,  Ner-Hampdiire,  Maflkchufett's-bay,  Rhode- 
Ifiand,  Coiuicc'licut,  New-York,  New-Jerlcy,  Pennfylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Jtlaiyiand,  Viiginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  willing  to  fix  in  an  equitable  and  permanent  manner,  the 
rules  which  ought  to  be  followed  kelative  to  the  correfpondence  and 
eonimcrce  which  the  two  parties  defire  to  eftablifii  between  their  re- 
fjjci^ive  countries,  ftates  and  fubjedts  ;  his  Moft  Chrillian  Majefty 
and  the  iaicl  United  States  have  judged,  that  the  faid  end  could  not 
be  better  obtained,  than  by  taking  for  the  bafis  of  their  agreement 
the  mod;  perfecT:  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  by  carefully  avoiding; 
all  thofe  burthenfome  preferences  which  are  ufually  fources  of  de- 
bate, enibairafiment  and  difcontent ;  by  leaving  alfo  each  party  at 
liberty  to  make  refpe£ting  nas'gation  and  commerce,  thofe  in- 
terior reVjViiiations  which  it  Ihall  find  moft  convenient  to  itfelf,  and 
by  founding  the  advantage  of  commerce  folely  upon  reciprocal  uti- 
lity, and  the  jnfl:  rules  of  free  intercourfe ;  referviug  withal  to  each 
party  the  liberty  of  admitting,  at  its  pleafure,  other  nations  to  ?. 

pav- 
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participation  of  the  f.ime  advantages.  It  is  in  the  fpirit  of  this  in- 
tention, and  to  fulfil  thefc  views,  that  his  faid  Majefty,  liaving 
named  and  appointed  for  his  plcnipoteniinry  Conrad  *'tx;i"^'er 
Gerard,  royal  fync'ic  of  the  city  of  Stralburg.  lecic  iry  ol  hi3 
majelty's  council  of  ftate  ;  and  the  United  r.'.ti-:,  f  n  *  ,eir  part, 
having  fully  empowered  Benjamin  Franklin,  di'pi'-y  from  the  State 
of  Pennfylvania  to  the  General  Congrtis,  and  p'v  li  iri.t  i)  ilv^  con- 
vention of  the  State  ;  Silas  Deain:,  late  (ie|rity  froni  the  t'tatc  of 
Conne6ticut  to  the  faid  Conj^rcfs  ;  and  Arthur  l_,ce,  counfc-llor  at 
law ;  the  faid  refpedive  plenipotentiaries,  after  exclian<;Jn;^  ihuir 
powers,  and  after  mature  dchberatiu;i,  !;avc  contiuoe  !  ur^vl  ng.ccd 
upon  the  following  articles : 

Artl'cle  I.  There  fliall  be  a  linn,  inviolable  and  imiv.^rfal  peace, 
and  a  true  and  fuicere  friendfi)ip,  between  ihc  iVoU  C'nirtian  King, 
his  heirs  and  fucccffors,  and  the  Cnlred  States  of  x\m  rica,  and  the 
fubjcds  of  the  Mod  Chriilian  King  and  of  tht-  faid  States,  and  be- 
tween the  countries,  illands,  cities  and  towns,  fitnate  under  tht  ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  Mofl:  Chriilian  King  and  of  the  laid  United  States, 
and  the  jjeople  and  ii^iabitants  of  every  degree,  without  exception 
of  pcrions  or  places,  and  the  terms  herein  after  mentioned,  flnll  be 
perpetual  between  the  Moft  Chriilian  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
and  the  faid  United  States. 

Art.  II.  The  Moft  Chriftian  King  and  the  United  States  engage 
mutually  not  to  grant  any  particular  favour  to  other  nations,  in  re« 
fpett  of  commerce  and  navigation,  which  ftiall  not  immediately  be- 
come common  to  the  other  party,  who  fliall  enjoy  the  fame  favour 
freely,  if  the  conceffion  was  freely  made,  or  on  allowing  the  fame  com- 
penfation,  if  the  conceffion  was  conditional. 

Art.  III.  The  fubjefts  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  king  flnll  pay  in  the 
ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  iflands,  cities  or  twvvns  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  no  other  or  greater  duties  or  imnofls,  of 
what  nature  foever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  name  loe\er  called, 
than  thofe  which  the  nations  moft  favoured  are  or  fliall  be  obliged  to 
pay  ;  and  they  fliall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privdeges,  immu- 
nities and  exrmf^tions  in  trade,  navigaiion  and  commerce,  whether 
in  pafling  from  one  port  in  the  faid  States  to  another,  or  in  going 
to  and  from  the  fame,  from  and  to  any  part  of  ttie  world,  which  the 
faid  nations  do  or  fliiU  enjoy. 

Art.  IV.  The  fubjefts,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  Hiid  United 
States,  and  each  of  them,  ftiall  not  pay  m  the  ports,  havens,  roads, 

J  z  illands. 


(■'  r 


•4; 


;!-:i!t  \m     ' 


-  mi  \ 


^i^3- 


4    TREATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE. 

iflands,  cities  arul  places  under  the  domination  of  liis  Moft  Chriiliaii 
Ma'efty  in  Europe,  any  other  or  j^reatcr  duties  or  iinpofh,  of  what 
nature  ibevcr  the  may  be,  or  by  what  name  fucver  calltd,  than 
thole  which  the  moll  I'avoured  nationa  arc  or  fliall  be  obliged  to  pay; 
and  they  fliall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities 
and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  whether  in 
pairing  from  one  port  in  the  laid  dominions  in  Europe  to  another,  or 
in  gomg  to  and  from  the  lame,  from  and  to  any  part  of  the  world, 
which  the  laid  nations  do  or  flmll  enjoy. 

Art.  \ .  In  the  above  exempiion  is  particularly  comprifed  the  im- 
politioa  of  one  hundred  foqs  per  ton,  ellabliflied  in  Franre  on  fo- 
reign fliips,  unleis  when  the  Ihips  of  the  United  States  flrdll  load 
with  the  merchandifc  of  1  ranee  for  anotlier  port  of  the  laid  domi- 
nions ;  in  which  rafe  the  ihips  fliall  pay  the  duty  above  ment.oned, 
fo  long  as  other  nations  the  moll  favoured  fliall  be  obliged  to  j)ay  it ; 
but  it  is  underllooci,  that  the  laid  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
are  at  liberty,  when  they  Iliall  judge  it  proper,  to  eilablifli  a  duty 
equivalent  in  tlie  fame  cafe. 

Art.  VI.  The  Mofl  Chriftian  King  fliall  endeavour,  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  to  protect  and  delend  all  veflels  and  the  efiecls 
belonging  to  the  fubjedls,  people  or  inhabitants,  of  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  being  in  his  ports,  havens  or  roads,  or  on 
the  fcas  near  his  countries,  illands,  cities  or  towns ;  and  to  recover 
and  rellore  to  the  rii-ht  owners,  their  asrents  or  attornics,  all  Inch 
vcircls  and  ettucis  which  lliitll  be  taken  within  his  jurildi6tion  ;  and 
the  fliips  of  war  of  his  Mofl  Chriilian  Majefly,  or  any  convoy  failing 
linder  his  authority,  fliall,  upon  all  occalions,  take  under  their  pro- 
tenion  al'  vciT.ls  belonging  to  the  fubjects,  people  or  inhabitants, 
of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of  tliem,  and  holding  the  fame 
courle,  or  gf  irg  the  fame  way,  and  fliall  defend  fuch  veflels  as  long 
as  they  hold  the  liimo  courfe,  or  go  the  fame  way,  againft  all  at- 
tacks, force  or  violence,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  ought  to  proteft 
and  defend  the  vefl^els  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  Mofl  Chrif- 
tian  King. 

Art.  VII.  Tn  like  manner  the  faid  United  States,  and  their  fliips  of 
war  failing  under  their  authority,  fliall  proteft  and  defend,  con- 
formably to  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  article,  all  the  veffels  and 
pftefts  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  Mod  Chriftian  King,  and 
}|fe  all  their  endeavours  to  recover,  and  caufe  to  be  reftored,  the 
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/"aid  vefTcls  and  cffci'h  that  fliall  have  been  taken  within  tlic  juiir-T 
dit?tiun  of  the  faid  I'liitcd  .-states,  or  any  of  thcin. 

Art.  Vlll.  The  Moft  Chrillian  Kinjr  will  employ  his  tjood  offices 
and  intcrpofitions  uiih  the  Ki.ig  or  Emperor  of  Moroco  or  Fez  ; 
the  ref;encies  of  Ajf^icrs,  Tunis  and  Tripoly,. or  with  any  of  them; 
and  alio  with  every  other  prince,  ifate  or  power,  of  tlic  coaft  of 
j^arbary  in  Africa,  and  the  fubjedfs  of  the  laid  king,  emperor,  flates 
iuid  powers,  ami  each  of  them,  ..i  cider  to  proviije  as  tiiliy  and  ef- 
iicacioufly  as  poifible,  for  the  benefit,  conveniency  and  iafcry  of 
the  faid  United  States,  and  each  of  them,  tlieir  fiibj^f'ls,  peop'e  and 
inhabitants,  and  their  vclK.ls  ami  effects,  againfc  all  violence,  inliilts, 
attacks  or  depredations,  on  the  part  of  the  faid  princes  and  Itates  of 
Barbary,  or  tlieir  fubj'.as. 

Arr.  IX.  The  fubjecls,  inhabitants,  merchants,  commanders  of 
lliips,  mailers  and  mariners  ofvthe  Hates,  provinces  and  dominions 
of  each  party  refpeiTfively,  flial!  abftain  and  lorbear  to  fifli  in  all 
places  polTelfed,  or  which  flia  1  be  poflcfTed  by  the  other  parry  ;  the 
jMoft  Chriltian  King's  Inbjct'^s  fljall  not  fifli  in  the  havens,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coafts  or  j)laces,  which  the  faid  United  States  hold,  or 
•  fliail  hereafter  hold;  and  in  like  nimim  r  the  fiibjefts,  people  and 
inliabitants  of  the  United  States  lliall  not  iifli  in  the  havens,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coafts  or  places,  which  the  Mod  Chriftian  Kmg  pof- 
felfes,  or  fliall  hereafter  poilcls  ;  and  if  any  flr.p  or  vellel  fliall  be 
found  finfing  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  faid  fliip  or 
velTel,  with  its  lading,  (proof  being  made  thereof)  fliall  be  confif- 
cated  :  it  is  however  unckrllood,  that  the  cxclufion  ftipuiated  in  the 
prefent  article  fliall  take  place  only  {o  long,  and  lo  far,  as  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King,  or  the  U'nited  States,  Hiall  not  ia  this  reiped  have 
granted  an  exemption  to  feme  other  naiion. 

Art.  \.  The  United  States,  their  citizens  and  inhabitants,  fliall 
never  difturb  the  fubitVT-s  of  the  Moll  Chrillian  King  in  the  enjoy- 
ment and  exercife  <^i  the  riyht  ot  tilhinsi;  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land,  nor  in  the  indefinite  and  exclufivt  riyht  which  beions;s  to  therrj 
on  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  that  ifland  which  is  deiigned  !:<y  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor  in  tlie  right  relative  to  all  and  each  of  the  illcsj 
which  belong  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  islajeily,  the  whole  conformable 
to  the  true  fenfe  of  ihe  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris. 

Art.  XI.  The  fubjccls  and  inhabitants  of  the  laid  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  fliall  not  be  reputed  aubciins  in  Trance,  and  confe- 
(jiipntly  fliall  be  exempted  from  the  ikolt  d\iiil/ai/iei  or  other  limilar 
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<i»!t\,  under  wliat  name  f^evcr;  they  may  by  tcftanient,  donation, 
*)r  otheiAvifcj  dilpole  of  ihcir  goods,  moveable  and  nnmoveablc,  in 
favour  of  fuch  perfons  a^  to  thi  in  fliall  Item  good  ;  nnd  tlicir  hcir.i, 
lubjccb  o!"  theHnittd  Marcs,  rdiding  ulicthcr  in  France  or  elfcvvhere, 
may  fucceed  thtm,  ai>  ■nttjlnt^  w  itlioiit  bcin[;  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of 
naturalization,  and  withoi.t  h:;ving  the  clfctt  of  this  eonrcirinn  con- 
ttfted  or  impeded,  ivuder  pret;xt  of  any  rii;hty  or  preior,'\tivcs  oi" 
provinre'-,  ciiie;i  or  private  perl" mis  ;  and  ine  i'ud  heirs,  whtthcr  fiiclj 
hy  particii!at  title,  oi^;/^  ;«/(■//(//■,  Ihall  b^  exempied  fuuii  the  duty  called 
tirolt  il-c  (hivoElioriy  o:  oiiiec  diitj'  of  the  fame  kind  ;  lAVing  neverthe- 
iefs  the  local  rights  or  di;tics,  as  mueh  and  as  lon-.j  as  liunlar  ones 
are  not  eftubliihed  by  the  United  States,  ornny  of  thtrn.  The  iiibf 
jeifts  of  the  "^\^^^  Chrillian  King  (hail  enjoy,  on  i heir  parr,  in  all 
the  dominion!}  of  the  fad  State?,  an  cniire  and  pci  K(il  reciprocity, 
reLati\e  to  the  flipuiation-;  contained  i;i  tlu:  pi\fciu  article:  but  it 
13  at  the  fame  tune  iigrccd,  tliut  its  ciHitcnfs  (hall  not  ah'ect  the  laws 
made  or  that  may  be  made  heieaftcr  in  trance,  a^niinll:  enugraiion?, 
which  fliall  remain  in  all  th^  i\-  force  and  vit'our  ;  and  the  X'nited 
States,  on  thei.-  part,  or  any  of  them,  ihall  be  at  liberty  to  enact 
fuch  lavs,  re'ative  to  that  matter,  as  to  them  th.ali  Lein  proper. 

Art.  Xll.  The  merchant  flnps  of  either  of  the  parties,  which 
fliall  be  making  into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  other  ally, 
and  concerning  whofc  voyage  and  the  fjiecics  of  goods  on  boyrdher 
there  fliall  be  jull  i^rounds  of  fufpicion,  ilm.l  be  obliged  to  exhibit, 
as  well  upon  the  high  feas  as  in  the  pons  and  haveiis,  not  only  her 
pafl'portf,  but  i:kev\iie  certificates,  expreii,ly  Ihewing  ihat  b^T  good? 
are  not  of  the  nuiubei  of  thole  which  have  been  prohibited  as  con- 
traband. 

Alt.  XTIT.  If,  by  exhibiting  of  the  above  faid  cei-tificatts,  the 
ether  party  difcover  there  are  aoy  of  thoie  foits  of  goous  v\tuch  are 
prohibited  and  ueJu'ed  eonirabund,  and  eonfi^ned  tor  a  port  undc 
the  obedience  of  his  enemy,  it  fliall  not  be  hwiql  to  break  up  tho 
hatches  of  Inch  fliip,  or  to  open  any  cheil,  coffers,  packs,  caflcj,  or 
any  other  vellel  found  diurein,  or  to  remove  the  imaiiell  parcel  ci 
her  goods,  vviicther  fuch  fliip  belong  to  tlie  lubjcft.s  of  France,  or 
the  inhabitants  of  the  {.vA  United  State?,  uniels  ihe  lading:  be  broueht 
on  fliore,  in  the  preience  of  the  otliccrs  of  the  court  of  admiralty, 
and  an  iiivent(iry  thercor  made;  bu^.  there  fliad  be  no  allowance  to 
fell,  tX'-hang  ,  or  a'icnte  th  fame  in  any  manner,  until  that  aftei.' 
due  and  lawful  procefa  fiiall  ijave  been  had  a^ainiHuch  prohibited 
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fooil?,  nnd  the  court  of  admiralty  fli.ill,  by  a  fcntcncc  pronounced, 
have  coniiicated  the  fame,  fivin;^  alv,  ays  as  wcl'.  the  fliip  itl^li,  as 
any  other  s^iods  found  thrrcin,  whiih  by  thi^  treaty  ari-  tolir  eltceirud 
five  ;  nciihcr  may  they  be  detained  on  pretence  of  their  bcin;;^  as  ic 
were  infe(.1"ctl  by  th^."  prohi!)ite;l  Jjoc.di-,  much  IlIs  fli  ill  they  be  con- 
iiicated as  lawful  prize.  But  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  p^rt; 
thereof  fludl  conliil:  of  proh.biteil  or  contraband  goods,  and  the 
comrrjaniler  of  ihe  fliip  Ihall  be  ready  and  wiHin;^  to  deliver  them  to 
the  captor  who  has  dilcovered  tlieni;  in  fuch  cafe,  the  captor  havingj 
received  thofc  goods,  (h.dl  forthwith  difchnrge  the  fliip,  and  not 
hinder  her  by  any  means,  freely  to  profecutc  the  voyage  on  which  llic 
waj  bound.  But  in  rale  the  contraband  nierchandifes  cannot  be  all 
received  on  board  the  veilc!  of  the  captor,  then  the  captor  may,  not- 
withftanding  the  oficr  of  delivering  him  the  contraband  goods,  eariy 
the  vcd'el  into  the  nearcft  port,  agreeable  to  what  is  above  dueiStcd, 

Art.  XiV.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed,  that  whatever  fliall  be 
found  to  be  laden  by  the  fubjerts  and  inhabitants  of  either  part\-, 
or  any  fliip  belonging  to  the  cnemi'^s  of  the  other,  or  to  their  fulv 
je^-^s,  tile  vtlwlc,  although  it  be  not  of  the  fort  of  prohibited  goods, 
may  be  confifeated  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  enemy, 
except  fuch  goods  and  ir.crchandife  as  were  put  on  board  fuch  Iiiip 
befort  the  dcv  laration  of  war,  or  even  after  fuch  declaration,  if  lo 
be  it  were  done  without  knowledge  of  fuch  declaration  ;  fo  that  the 
goods  of  the  fnbjeCts  and  people  of  either  party,  whether  they  bo 
of  the  nature  of  Inch  as  are  prohibited  or  othervvife,  which,  as  i* 
aforefaid,  were  put  on  board  any  lliip  belonging  to  an  enemy  before 
the  war,  or  after  the  declaration  of  the  fame,  without  the  knowledge 
of  it,  fiiall  no  ways  be  liable  to  confifcation,  but  fliall  well  and  truly 
be  reftored  without  delay  to  the  proprietors  demanding  the  fame ; 
but  fo  as  that  if  the  faid  merchandifes  be  contraband,  it  fliall  not  be 
my  ways  lawful  to  cany  them  afterwartls  to  any  {)ort  belonging  to 
the  enemy.     The  two  contrading  parties  agree,  that  the  term  cf 
uvo  months  being  palled  after  the  declaration  of  war,  their  refpedtive 
labjetts,  from  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  come,  fliall  not  plead 
'.he  Ignorance  mentioned  in  this  article. 

Art.  XV.  Ar.d  that  more  eftedtual  care  may  be  taken  for  the  fe- 
.urity  of  the  fub'etfts  and  inhabitants  of  both  parlies,  that  they  fuf- 
itr  no  injury  by  the  men  of  war  or  privateers  of  the  other  party, 
ill  the  commanders  of  the  fliips  of  his  Mofl  Chriftian  Majefly  and  of 
^-^  fuid  United  States,  and  all  their  fubjci^s  and  it^hijbitaiits,  fliall  be. 

forbid 


i  ^  .*' 


i 


S  TUEArV   OF  AMITY   AND  COMMERrE, 

forbid  doing  any  injury  or  damage  to  the  otlicr  fide;  and  ittlir,^ 
:i(5V  to  tlic  fOiitnfy  tlu-y  fliall  be  piinifluul,  and  fliall  mjrcdvcr  h** 
tiound  ti)  make  latisladtiou  tbr  all  matter  oFdamaj^c,  and  tiie  intcrclt 
thereof,  l)y  reparation,  under  the  pain  and  obligation  of  their  pir- 
fons  titid  goods. 

Art.  XVI.  All  flji|)S  and  rncrchandiie,  of  what  nature  foevcr, 
which  fli;i!l  be  lefcucd  out  of  the  hands  of  any  piratts  or  robbers  on 
the  high  feas,  (hall  be  brought  into  fomc  port  of  cither  ftate,  raid 
fliall  be  (ielivercd  to  the  ruftody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order 
to  be  reftored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  foon  as  due  and  fulli- 
cient  proof  fliall  be  made  coneerning  the  property  thereof. 

Art.  XVil.  It  Ihiill  be  lawful  for  the  (hips  of  war  of  either  pa;ty, 
and  privateers,  freely  to  carry  whitherfoevcr  they  pleafe  the  fliips  ami 
{joods  taken  fiom  their  enemies,  without  bein;;  obliged  to  pay  anv 
duty  to  the  ofliccrs  of  the  admiralty,  or  any  other  judges ;  nor 
fliall  fueh  prizes  be  arrtfl:ed  or  feizcd  when  they  conic  and  cntci 
the  port  of  each  party ;  nor  fliall  the  fearcliers  or  other  oflicers  of  thofo 
jJaces  iearch  the  lame,  or  make  examination  concernnig  the  laufiil- 
nef-i  of  fuch  prizes ;  but  they  may  hoift  fail  at  any  time,  a)id  depart, 
.^nd  cnrry  their  prizes  to  the  places  exprefled  in  their  co  iimiffions, 
which  the  commanders  of  fuch  fliips  of  war  fliall  be  obliged  to  flitu'. 
On  the  contrary,  no  fiieltcr  or  refuge  fliall  be  giver  in  their  port; 
to  fufh  as  fiiall  have  made  prizes  of  the  fubjc<R:3,  pp>)plc,  orpropeity 
of  cither  of  the  parties  ;  but  if  fuch  fliall  come  in,  being  foned 
by  flrefs  of  weather,  or  the  danger  of  the  fea,  all  proper  means  (liall 
be  vigoroufly  ul'ed,  that  they  go  out  and  retire  from  thence  as  focn  as 
])ofllble. 

Art.  XVIII.  If  any  fliip  belonging  to  cither  of  the  parties,  their 
people,  or  fnbjcfts,  fliall,  within  the  coafts  or  dominions  of  the 
other,  flick  upon  the  fands,  or  be  wrecked  or  fuffer  any  other  diK 
mage,  all  friendly  aiTifliance  and  relief  fliall  be  given  to  the  perfons 
fliipvvrecked,  or  fvich  as  fliall  be  in  danger  thereof.  And  letters  of  faff 
condu6l  fliall  likcwifebe  given  to  them  for  their  free  and  quiet  pai- 
iligc  from  thence,  and  the  return  of  every  one  to  his  own  country. 

Art.  XIX.  In  cafe  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  either  party, 
with  their  fliipjylng,  whether  public  and  of  war,  or  private  and  of 
merchants,  be  forced  through  ftrefs  of  weather,  purfuit  of  pirates  or 
enemies,  or  any  other  urgent  ncceflity,  for  feeking  of  fhelter  and  har- 
bour, to  retreat  and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  bays,  roads,  or  porri 
belonging  to  the  other  pajty,  ihey  fliall  be  received  and  treat<;d  with 
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allhiimniuty  and  kindru'ls,  r.nd  enjoy  all  frirndlyprotci^ion  and  help; 
and  they  (liall  be  porn.ittcd  to  lefrcfli  and  provide  thciiirdves  at  rca- 
fon.hk'  intfs  with  vii'^uals  and  all  things  needful  for  the  I'liftenancc 
of  tlu'ii  pf lions,  or  rt-pniation  of  ilicir  fliips,  and  convv;iiency  of 
their  voj  aj'r,  mid  tticy  (Ivill  no  ways  be  det. lined  or  hindcreil  from 
retvinniig  out  ot  the  laid  ports  or  roads,  but  iiiny  remove  and  depart 
when  and  uhi  lit-r  tluy  ple.de,  without  any  let  or  hindrance. 

Art.  XX.  For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  Ixjth  rule?,  it 
is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  Ihould  break  out  between  the  faid  two  na- 
tions, fix  months  after  the  proclamation  of  war  fliall  be  allowed  to 
the  merchants  m  the  cities  and  towns  where  they  live,  for  felling  and 
tranfporting  their  gooJs  and  merchrindiles  ;  and  if  any  thing  be 
taktn  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  them  within  that  term,  by 
either  party,  or  the  people  orfubje<fts  of  either,  full  latisfaction  (hall 
be  made  for  the  fame. 

Art.  XXI.  No  fubjea  of  the  Mofl  Chriftian  King  (liall  apply  for 
or  take  any  commiiri<Mi  or  letters  of  ni.uqne  for  arming  any  fliip  or 
fliips  to  a£t  as  privateers  againil  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of 
them,  or  againlt  the  fubjetls,  people,  or  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
United  States  or  any  of  them,  or  againli:  the  property  of  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  Hate  with  which 
the  United  States  fliall  be  at  war  ;  nor  (liall  any  citizen,  fubjeft,  or 
inhabitant  of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or 
take  any  commiflion  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  fliip  or  lliips 
to  at't  as  privateers  againft  the  fubje(5ls  of  the  Moil  Chrirtian  King,  or 
any  of  them,  or  the  property  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of 
them,  from  any  prince  or  flate  with  which  the  United  States  fliall  be 
at  war ;  nor  Ihall  any  citizen,  fubjei^,  or  inhabitant  of  the  faid 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or  take  any  commiirion  or 
letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  fliip  or  fliips  to  a6t  as  privateers 
againft  the  fubjefts  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  or  any  of  them, 
or  the  property  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  (late  with  which 
the  faid  king  fliall  be  at  war;  and  if  any  perfon  of  either  nation 
fliall  take  fuch  commilfion  or  letters  of  marque,  he  fliall  be  puniflied 
as  a  pirate. 

Art.  XXII.  It  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers,  not 
belonging  to  the  fubjetfts  of  the  Moll:  Chriftian  King,  nor  citizens 
of  the  faid  United  States,  who  have  commiflion  from  any  other 
prince  or  flate  at  enmity  with  either  nation,  to  fit  their  fliips  in  the 
ports  of  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  aforc(;iid  parties,  to  fell 
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what  they  have  taken,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatfoever  to  exchangs 
their  fliips,  merchandifes,  or  any  other  lading  ;  neither  fliall  they  be 
allowed  even  to  purchaie  viftuals,  except  fuch  as  (liall  be  neceflary 
for  their  going  to  the  next  port  of  that  prince  or  ftate  from  which 
they  have  commiirions. 

Art.  XXIIf.  It  fliall  be  lawful  for  all  and  fingular  the  fubjefts  of 
the    Moft  Chriftian  King,   and  the  citizens,    people,    and    inha- 
bitants of  the  faid  United  States,  to  fail  with  their  fliips  with  all 
manner  of  liberty  and  fecurity,  no  diftinftion  being  made  who  are 
the  proprietors  of  the  merchandife  laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to 
the  places  of  thofe  who  now  are  or  hereafter  fliall  be  at  enmity  with 
the  JVloft  Chriftian  King  or  the  United  States.      It  fliall  likewife 
be  lawful  for  the  fiibjefts  and  inhabitants  aforefaid  to  fail  with  the 
fliips  and  merchandifes  aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  fame 
liberu'  andfecuiity  from  the  places,  ports,  and  havens  of  thofc  who 
are  enemies  of  both  or  cither  party,  without  any  oppofition  or  dif- 
turbancc  whatfoever,  not  only  directly  from  the  places  of  the  enemy 
aforementioned  to   neutral  places,  but  alfu  from  one  place  belong- 
i.ig  to  aneiumy  to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether 
they  be  under  i;.e..  jurifdiftion  of  the  fame  jjrince  or  under  feveral. 
And  it  is  hereby  ftipulatcd,  that  free  fiii|)s  fliall  alfo  have  a  freedom  to 
carry  good::,  and  that  every  thing  fhall  be  deemed  free  and  exempt 
which  fliall  be  t'ound  on  board  the  fliips  belonging  to  the  fubjefls  of 
cither  of  tie  confederates,  although  the  whole   lading  or  any  part 
thereof  fliuuld  appertain  to  the  enemies  of  either,  contraband  goods 
being  al.vays  cr.cepted.     It  is  alio  agreed  in  like  manner,  that  the 
fame  liberty  ^k  i^xtended  to  perfons  who  are  on  board  a  free  fliip, 
with  ih  s  eff  ('I,    liat  althoiig.i  they  be  enemies  to  both  or  eitiier  party, 
the>  ue  not  to  bt-  taken  out  of  thi;t  free  fliip,  unlefj  they  are  foldiers 
and  in  aftual  fci'-icc  t'f  the  rncniics. 

Art.  XXIV.  This  lib. :,.y  of  na\igation  and  commerce  fliall  extend 
to  all  kinds  of  merchundif.s,  except  thofe  only  which  are  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  the  u..a  .  or  co:n<pband;  and  under  this  name  of 
contraband  or  pronihitcd  goods  fliall  be  ccimprehended  arms,  great 
guns,  bombs  with  their  fufees  and  other  thingr,  iielonging  to  them, 
cariiKvn  ball..  gun[  )wc!er,  match,  pikes,  Avords,  lances,  fpears, 
ha!'  .  uj,  Piortars,  petards-:,  grenadoiis,  faltpetre,  mufkets,  muiket 
bail,  r..!ci<lcrs,  Ir.laitis,  breiifl  plater,  coats  of  mail,  and  the  like 
kird? '-.f  •  n^s  i)r,jier  for  arminn;  fnkiier:-,  nndket  \cQ.z,  belts,  horfes 
with  their  furniture,  and  all  other  wailike  inftrumenti)  whatever. 
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Thefe  merchandifes  which  follow  fliall  not  be  reckoned  among  con- 
traband or  prohibited  goods  ;  that  is  to  fay,  all  forts  of  clothes,  and 
all  other  manufaftures  woven  of  any  wool,  flax,  filk,  cotton,  or  any 
other  materials  whatever  ;  all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with 
the  fpecies  whereof  they  are  ufed  to  be  made,  gold  and  filver,  as 
well  coined  as  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  latten,  copper,  braff,  coals  ; 
as  alfo  wheat  and  barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  or  pulfe, 
tobacco,  and  likewife  all  manner  of  fpices,  falted  and  fmoaked  flefli, 
falted  fifl),  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oils,  wines,  fugars,  and  all 
forts  of  falts,  and  in  general  all  proviflons  which  ferve  for  the  nou- 
rifliment  of  mankind  and  the  fiiftenance  of  life:  fiirtherm.ore,  all 
kinds  of  cotton,  hump,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables,  fails,  fail- 
cloth,  anchors,  and  any  parts  of  anchors,  alfo  fliips  niafts,  planks, 
boards  and  beams  of  what  trees  foevcr,  and  all  other  things  proper 
either  for  building  or  repairing  fliips,  and  all  other  goods  what- 
ever which  have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of  any  inftrument 
or  thing  prepared  for  war  by  land  or  fea,  fliall  not  be  reputed 
contraband,  much  lefs  fucli  as  have  been  already  wrought  up  for 
any  other  ufe ;  all  of  which  fliall  be  wholly  reckoned  among  free 
goods ;  as  likewife  all  other  merchandifes  and  things  which  are  not 
comprehended  and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  enu- 
meration of  contraband  goods,  fo  that  they  may  be  tranfported  and 
carried  in  the  freed  manner  by  the  fubjeds  of  both  confederates  even 
to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy,  fuch  towns  or  place?  being  only  ex- 
cepted as  are  at  that  time  befieged,  blocked  up  or  invelted. 

Art.  XXV.  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  diflenfions  and  quarrels 
may  be  avoided  and  prevented  on  one  fide  and  the  other,  it  is  agreed, 
that  in  cafe  either  of  the  parties  hereto  fliould  be  engaged  in  war, 
the  fliips  and  veflcls  belonging  to  the  fubjefls  of  people  of 
the  other  ally  muft  be  furniflied  with  fea  letters  or  paifports,  expref- 
fing  the  name,  property,  and  bulk  of  the  fliip,  as  alfo  the  name 
and  place  of  habitation  of  the  matter  or  commander  of  the  faid  fliip, 
that  it  may  appear  thereby  that  the  fliip  really  and  truly  belongs 
to  the  fubjeds  of  one  of  the  parties,  which  palfport  fliall  be  made 
out  and  granted  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this  treaty  j 
they  (hall  likewife  be  recalled  every  year,  that  is,  if  the  fliip 
happens  to  return  home  within  the  fpace  of  a  year :  it  is  likewife 
agreed,  that  inch  fliips  being  laden  arc  to  be  provided  not  only 
with  paflports  as  above  mentioned,  but  alfo  with  certificates,  con- 
taining the  feveral  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place  whence  the 
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ftiip  failed,  and  whither  Ihe  is  bound,  that  fo  it  may  be  known 
whethei-  any  loibidden  or  contraband  goods  be  on  board  of  the  fame, 
which  certificates  ihall  be  made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place 
whence  the  fliip  fet  fail,  in  the  accuflomed  form  ;  and  if  any  one 
ihall  think  it  fit  or  advifablo  to  expicfs  in  the  faid  certificates  the 
pcrlon  to  wliom  the  goods  on  board  belong,  he  may  freely  do  fo. 

Art.  XXVI.  The  Ihips  of  the  fubjcds  and  inhabitants  of  either  of 
the  parties  coming  upon  any  coaft  belonging  to  either  of  the  faid 
allies,  but  not  willing  to  eater  into  port,  or  being  entered  into  port 
and  not  willing  to  unload  their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  they  fliiilt  be 
treated  according  to  the  general  rules  prelbribcd  or  to  be  prelcribed 
relative  to  the  objed  in  queltion. 

Art.  XXVII.  If  the  ftiipsof  the  faid  fubje£ls,'people  or  inhabitants 
of  either  of  the  parties  fliall  be  met  with,  either  failing  along 
the  coails  or  on  the  high  fcgs,  by  any  Ihip  of  war  of  the  other,  or 
by  any  privateers,  the  faid  fliips  of  war  or  privateers,  for  the  avoid- 
ing of  any  diforder,  fliijll  remain  out  of  cannot  fliot,  and  may  fend 
their  boats  on  board  the  merchant  fliip  which  they  fliall  fo  meet  with, 
and  may  enter  her  to  the  num!)ei-  of  two  or  three  inen  only,  to  whom 
the  mailer  or  commander  of  fuch  flijp  or  veflel  fliall  exhibit  his  paff. 
port  concerning  the  property  of  the  fliip,  made  out  according  to  the 
form  inferted  in  this  prefent  treaty  ;  and  the  fliip)  when  ftie  fliall 
have  fliewed  fuch  palfport,  fliall  be  free  and  at  liberty  to  purfue 
her  voyage,  fo  as  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  to  nioleil  or  fearch  in  any 
manner,  or  to  give  her  chace,  or  to  force  her  to  quit  her  intended 
couife. 

Art.  XXVUI.  It  is  nlfo  agreed,  that  all  goods,  when  once  put  oti 
board  the  fliips  or  vcflels  of  either  of  the  two  contrafting  parties, 
fliall  be  fubjert  to  no  further  vifitation,  but  all  vifitation  or  fearch 
fliall  be  made  beforehand,  and  all  prohibited  goods  fliall  be  flopped 
on  the  fpot  before  the  fame  be  put  on  board,  unlefs  there  are  iiiani- 
feft  tokens  or  proofs  of  fraudulent  praftice  ;  nor  fliall  either  the 
perfons  or  goods  of  the  fubjefts  of  his  Moft  Ciuiflian  Ma jefty,  or  the 
United  States,  1-e  put  under  any  arrefl,  or  moleited  by  any  other  kind 
of  embargo  for  that  caufe,  and  only  the  fubjed  of  that  State  to  whom 
the  faid  goods  have  been  or  fliall  be  prohibited,  and  who  fliall 
prefume  to  fell  or  alienate  fuch  fort  of  goods,  fliall  be  duly  puuiflied 
for  the  olfence. 

Art.  XXIX.  The  two  contrading  parties  grant  mutually  the  li- 
beity-of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  coufuls,  vice-confuls, 
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agents  and  commiflaries,  vvhofe  functions  fliall  be  regulated  by  a 
particular  agi  cement. 

Art.  XXX.  And  the  more  to  favour  and  facilitate  the  commerce 
which  the  fnbjefts  of  the  United  States  may  have  with  France,  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King  vvnl  grant  them  in  Europe  one  or  more  free 
ports,  where  they  may  bring  and  difpofe  of  all  the  produce  and  mer* 
chandife  of  the  Thirteen  United  States;  and  his  Majefty  will  alio 
continue  to  the  fubjeits  of  the  faid  States,  the  free  ports  which  have 
been  and  are  open  in  the  French  iflands  of  America,  of  all  which  free 
ports  the  faid  fubjeds  of  the  United  States  (hall  enjoy  the  ufe^ 
agreeable  to  the  regulations  which  relate  to  them. 

Alt.  XXXI.  The  prelent  treaty  Ihall  be  ratified  on  both  fides,  and 
the  ratifications  fliall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or 
fboner,  if  poffible. 

In  faith  whereof  the  refpeftive  plenipotentiar'es  have  figned  the 
above  articles  both  in  the  French  and  Englifti  languages ;  de- 
claring, neverthelefs,  that  the  prefent  treaty  was  originally 
compofed  and  concluded  in  the  French  language,  and  they 
have  thereto  affixed  their  feals. 

Done  at  Paris,  this  fixth  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
it-/t:n  hundred  and  feventy-cight. 

(L.  S.)  C.A.GERARD, 

(L.  S.)  B.  FRANKLIN, 

(L.  S.)  SILAS  DEANE, 

(L.  S.)  ARTHUR  LEE. 

Form  of  the  pajjports  and  letters  ivhich  are  to  be  given  to  ihejl/ips  aitii 
barquesy  according  to  the  fwenty-Jifth  article  ofthistreat'j* 

To  all  who  fliall  fee  thefe  prefents,  greeting : 

IT  is  hereby  made  known,  that  leave  and  permiffion  has  been 
given  to  mafter  and  commander  of  the  fliip  called 

of  the  town  of  burthen  tons, 

o;  thereabouts,  lying  at  prefent  in  the  port  and  haven  of 
atid  bound  for  and  laden  with  after 

that  this  fliip  has  been  vifited,  and  before  failing,  he  fliall  make  oath 
before  the  ofliccrs  who  have  the  jurifdidion  of  maritime  affairs,  that 
the  faid  fliip  belongs  to  one  or  more  of  the  fubje<fts  of 
the  ad  whereof  fliall  be  put  at  the  end  of  thefe  prefents  ;  as  likewifc 
ihat  he  will  keep,  and  caufe  to  be  kept  by  his  crew  on  board,  the 
ihe  marine  ordinances  and  regulations,  and  eater  in  the  proper  office 
z  a  Ilfl} 
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14  TRLATY    OF    ALLIANCE. 

a  lift,  figned  and  witnelTed,  containing  the  names  and  furnamcitf 
the  places  of  ')irth  and  abode  of  the  crew  of  nis  (hip,  and  of  all 
who  fliall  embark  on  board  her,  whom  he  fliall  not  take  on  board 
without  the  knowledge  and  penniffion  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  ; 
and  in  every  port  or  haven  where  he  fliall  enter  with  his  fliip,  he 
Hiall  fliew  his  prefent  leave  to  the  officers  and  judges  of  the  marine  ; 
and  fliall  give  a  faithful  account  to  them  of  wh:u  palTed  «nd  was  done 
during  his  voyage  ;  and  he  fliall  carry  the  colours,  arms  and  enlign 
of  the  King  or  United  States  during  his  voyage.  In  witnefs  whereof 
we  have  figned  thefc  prefents,  and  put  the  feal  of  our  arms  dicre* 
unto,  and  caufed  the  fame  to  be  connterfigned  by 
at  the  day  of  Anno  Domini 
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TREATY    OF    ALLIANCE, 

EVENTUAL  AND  DEFENSIVE. 

LOUIS,  by  the  Grace  of  Goo,  King  of  France  and  Navarie, 
to  all  who  fliall  f^e  tliefe  ].irercats,  greeting  : 

JL  HE  Congrefs  of  the  Uni'cd  States  of  Nortl'i- America  having, 
by  their  plenipotentiaries  rcfiding  in  France,  propofcd  to  form 
\\\d\  us  a  defcnfive  and  eventual  alliance:  Willing  to  give  tlie 
fail!  States  an  eflicacious  proof  of  the  intcreft  we  take  in  their 
profperity,  we  have  determined  to  conclude  the  faid  alliance. 
For  thcfe  caufes,  and  other  good  confiderations  thereto  moving, 
we,  repofing  entire  confidence  in  the  capacity  and  experience, 
zeal  and  fidelity  for  our  fervice,  of  our  dear  and  beloved  Conrad 
Alexander  Gerard,  royal  fyndic  of  the  city  of  Strafburg,  fe- 
cretaiy  of  our  council  of  ffate,  have  nominated,  commillloiied 
and  deputed,  and  by  thefc  prefents,  figned  with  our  hand,  do 
nominate,  commiflion  and  depute  him  our  plenipotentiary,  giving 
him  power  and  fpccial  command  to  acf  in  this  quality,  and  con- 
fer,  iiegociate,  treat  and  agree  conjointly  with  the  above-men- 
tioned plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  invefled  in  tlie  like 
manner  with  powers  in  due  form,  to  determine,  eonchide  and 
fign  fuch  articles,  conditions,  conventions,  declarations,  definitive 
treaty,  and  any  other  ^i^ts  whatever,  as  he  fliall  judge  proper  to 
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«"'npli<I.  .-.nd  execfe  p.,  ,«.",*  w,  "'"""'*'"  "'■•.  '• 
J'^'oved  Co„ra„  Al„,„,der  G  S^T""  °"' '''"  -""„d 

"''■■y.:e.l  a,  ,he  „„,  „„,  ,J„  '^''™  "''-■•ed,  i„  order  ,o  b. 

p.ere,„s.     Given  a,  VerfaUle,,  ,       ("T'/"  ■""■  "  '"  '»ef= 
J»nnary,  i„  „„  „,^  '  ' -  "  "tie.!,  day  of  ,|,e  „„„„,    f 

^"-'y-eigi..  a„d  „.  fi::::;::;™^;""  ^-^  "-^"^  '„■. 

(I..  S.)  (Signed) 

LOUIS. 
%  the  King, 
GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 

»«,  TREATY, 

The  Moft  ChriftJ-in  v 
Connedicr,  N„,.y„, ,  l^.^,^     '";'"'&«»  Bay.  RHodo-lC, 
l-.n»  ehis  <i.>y  concluded  a         ;.„;:"l:^^^°''-.  ""d   G^r^ 

I.ofc  engagements,  and  of  render  n!, I,         ?"'  °^  ft'-™S'h™L 
•^™qu,;i„y  of  „„  ,„,„  p„,i,;."™     S  .he,,,  ufeful  ,„  ,h,  ^      J 

"•"■ch  is  the  objea  of  the  f  id  t,:   y  '/'"  "7 "  "^^""de^cc 

r^nce,  either  by  direa  hofti.iti  ;    ;'  ""■"".^-^  *=  P™«  with 

"d  "av,^.„i„„  i„  ,  „,3„„^_.  contra"  /\ """=""« ''^'•«"^™er« 

he  peace  f„bf,Ili„g  bet,,ee„  theZ^  ""'"'  "^  "^"™''  =■»<! 

*e  fe.d  United  States  having  refo   ^H      T"'    ""'"  ''"  M»J=%  and 

«-nd  effort.  agai„ft  ,„e  ctL^;:;    ;^^^^^^^  "''  '"■-"  «->  coun! 

The  refp.aive  plcit,,,,™,;  '"""""""on  enemy  . 

,  -'condition.  p.o'pe;'rr,  '''tre'r  •"'■'  •"  "-«  ''^^  *„fe, 
■""ft  mature  deliberation,  concluded  ,  7'""°"''  *'"'•  'f- ">« 
i»g  articles :  "•=""'^<'  ="''  determined  on  the  follow. 

i^^^^^^^z^z::^::]^-;- 1^^^.  a„d  0,... 

I  ""P'"'^""™  between  the  United 
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16  TREATY    OF    ALLIANCE, 

States  and  England,  his  Majefty  and  the  fa»d  United  States  fliaU 
•make  it  a  common  caufc,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their 
gocd  offices,  their  coiinfels  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exi^ 
gence  of  conjimftures,  as  becomes  good  and  faithful  allies. 

Art.  II.  The  eflential  and  direft  end  of  the  prefcnt  dcfenfive  al- 
liance is,  to  maintain  cflftftually  the  liberty,  fovercignty  and  imie- 
pendencc,  abfoluto  and  unlimited,  of  the  laid  United  States,  as  well 
in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce. 

Art.  III.  The  two  contracting  parties  fliall,  each  on  its  own  part, 
and  in  the  manner  it  may  jud,;-^  molt  proper,  make  all  the  cftbrts  in 
its  power  againft  their  common  enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end 
projx»fed. 

Art.  IV.  The  confrafting  pnrties  agree,  that  in  cafe  either  of  them 
fliould  form  any  particular  enterpiile  in  which  the  concurrence  of  f  lie 
ether  may  be  defirc  J,  the  party  whofe  concurrence  i;'.  dcfired  fliall 
readily  and  with  good  faith  join  to  ait  in  concert  for  that  purpofc,  ns 
far  a-  circuinftaticcs  and  its  own  particular  lituation  will  per  n:c;  and 
m  that  cafe,  they  fliall  regulate,  by  a  particular  convention,  the 
quantity  and  kind  of  fiiccour  to  be  furniflied,  and  the  time  and  man- 
lier of  its  being  brought  into  action^  as  well  as  the  advantages  which 
are  to  be  its  compenliation. 

Art.  V.  If  the  United  States  fliould  think  fit  to  attempt  the  re- 
du6tion  of  the  Britifli  power  remaining  in  the  northern  parts  of 
America,  or  the  iflands  of  Bermtidas,  thofe  countries  or  iflands,  in 
cafe  of  fuccei's,  fliall  be  confederated  with,  or  dependent  upon,  the 
faid  United  States. 

Art.  VI.  The  Mofl:  Chriftian  King  renounces  for  ever  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  as  well  as  of  any  part  of  the  con- 
tinent of  North-America,  which,  before  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763, 
or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty,  were  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the 
crown  of  Great-Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  heretofore  called 
Britifli  colonies,  or  which  are  at  this  time,  or  have  lately  been,  under 
the  power  of  the  King  and  Crown  of  Great-Britain. 

Art.  VII.  If  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fliall  think  proper  to  at- 
tack  any  of  the  iflands  fituated  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  or  near 
that  Gul])h,  which  are  at  prefent  under  the  power  of  Great-Britain, 
all  the  faid  ifles,  in  cafe  of  fuccef?,  fliall  appertain  to  the  Crown  of 
France. 

Art.  VIII.  Neither  of  the  two  parties  fliall  conclude  either  truce  or 
peace  with  Great-Britain,  without  the  formal  confent  of  the  other 


T^ 


APPENDIX.       NO.   II.  17 

Ifirft  obtained  ;  and  tlicy  miUmlly  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
until  the  indcpc.-ndi.nce  of  the  United  States  fliall  have  been  formally 
or  tacitly  aHiired,  by  the  trc;.iy  or  treaties  that  Ihall  terminate  the 
war. 

Art.  IX.  The  contrai'^ing  jrirties  declare,  t'lat  being  refolved  to 
fulfil  foch  on  its  own  p;rr,  the  cl  'ufe:  and  conditions  ot"  tl\e  prefent 
treaty  of  alli:;nc-ej  ntw^ding  to  its  own  power  and  circumllances, 
there  fliall  be  no  afrer-claim  of  ccnipenlation,  on  one  fide  or  the 
other,  whatever  may  be  the  evc-nt  of  tiic  war. 

Art.  X.  The  Mofl  Chriftian  King  and  tlie  United  States  agree  to 
invite  or  admit  other  powirs,  who  ni.iy  have  received  injuries  from 
England,  to  make  a  common  ^  ;  with  them,  aiid  to  accede  to  the 
prefent  alliance,  under  1  ccii  ms  as  fliall  be  fre..  «  -^.-eedto, 
and  I'ettled  between  all  the  parties. 

Art. XI.  The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually,  from  the  prefent  time 
and  for  ever,  againil  all  other  power?,  to  wit,  the  United  States  to 
his  JVloft  Chrillian  Majelly,  the  j)refent  pon'eHions  of  the  Cro\\  n  of 
France  in  America,  as  well  as  thuie  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  fu- 
ture treaty  of  peace  ;  and  his  Moft  Chrillian  Majctl;,  guarantees,  on 
his  part,  to  the  United  States,  their  liberty,  fuvereignty  and  inde- 
pendence, ablblute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  government 
as  commerce,  and  alio  their  poiTelTions,  and  the  additions  or  con- 
quefts  that  their  confederation  may  obtain  during  the  war,  from  any 
of  the  dominions  now  or  heretofore  nofllircd  by  G'leat-Britam  in 
North-America,  conformable  to  the  filth  and  fixth  articles  ;ibove 
written  ;  the  whole,  as  their  pofieflion,  fliall  be  fixed  and  aflured  to 
the  faid  States,  at  the  moment  of  the  ccllation  of  their  prefent  war 
with  England. 

Art.  XII.  In  order  to  fix  inore  precifcly  the  fcnfe  and  application 
tof  the  preceding  article,  the  contrafting  parties  declare,  that  in  cale 
of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the  re':iprocal  guarantee 
declared  in  the  laid  article  fliall  have  its  f  ;11  joice  and  efieft,  the  mo- 
ment fuch  war  flir.U  break  out ;  and  if  fuch  rupture  fliall  net  take 
place,  the?  fnutual  plJigations  of  tlie  faid  ;j,r.p.r  mtee  fliall  not  com- 
mence until  the  moment  of  tiie  ceiTation  of  the  prelcnt  war  between 
the  United  States  and  England  fliall  have  aLertained  their  pof- 
feffions. 

Art.  XIII.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be  ratified  on  both  fides,  and 
ratifications  fliall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  Ii>:  moiiih?,  or  foouer, 
if  poffible. 

Vol.  IV.  C  Jti 
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In  faith  whereof  the  refpcftivc  |)lLuijH)teiitiancj,  to  wit,  on  Hi* 
yn't  of  the  Moll  Chrilliaii  Kiiip,,  Conratl  Alexander  GeranJ, 
Toyal  iy.u'.v.-  of  the  city  of  StiiifDiiig,  and  Iccret.iry  of  hli 
Majoity's  CJouncil  of  Statu;  ai)d  on  the  p.irt  of  iht- United 
States,  Bfiijaniiii  Franklin,  deputy  to  the  General  (^^ongiefs 
from  tiic  htate  of  Fennf}Ivania,  and  prefident  of  the  Con- 
vention of  I'lid  btatc ;  biias  De.inc,  heietofoie  deputy  from 
the  State  of  Connecticut ;  and  Arthur  Lee,  couiilcllor  at  liw, 
have  lisjned  the  above  articles  both  in  the  French  and  Englilh 
Janguages ;  declaring,  ncverthclcfs,  that  the  prcfent  treaty 
was  originally  coinpoltd  and  concluded  in  the  French  language, 
and  they  have  hereunto  affixed  their  fcals. 
Done  at  Paris  this  lixth  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
icven  hundred  and  feventy-eight. 

(L.  S.)  C.  A.  GERARD, 

(L.  S.)  B.  FRANKLIN, 

(L.  S.)  SILAS  DEANE, 

(L.  S.)  ARTHUR  LEE. 


APPENDIX.     No.  III. 


CONVENTION  BETWEEN  FRANCE  AND  AMERICA. 


w. 


By  the  Prejtilcnt  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 


KEREA3  a  convention,  for  defining  and  eftabliflung  the 
funftions  and  privileges  of  tlie  refpedive  confuls  and  vice-confuls  of 
bis  Moft  Chrillian  JMajefiy  and  tiie  faid  United  States,  was  concluded 
and  figned  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  faid  Moft  Chrillian  Ma- 
jefty  and  of  the  faul  United  States,  duly  and  refpedively  authorifed 
for  that  pnipufe,  which  convention  is  in  the  form  following,  viz. 


Co::vr\TiON, 

Bctivecn  his  Moft  Chrlputn  ^lajefy  and  the  United  States  of  America^ 
for  the  fiirpofc  of  defuihr^  and  efahlif/fug  the  funJfions  a»  J  privileges  \ 
of  their  rejpeiiivc  confuls  and  'viec-co-fuU, 

His  Majcfty  the  Mofl  Chriltian  King  and  the  United  States  of  I 
America  having,  by  the  twenty-nintii  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amity] 
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ami  Commerce  concliuietl  bct.vcru  them,  mutuallv  trrnntiHl  the  li- 
bcrty  of  having,  ia  their  rcipui'tivc  States  aiul  ports,  conluls,  vice- 
confiils,  agents  and  coinmillhiits ;  and  being  willing,  in  confequcnce 
thereof,  to  define  and  tftabliili,  in  a  reciprocal  and  pcnii  inent  man- 
ner, the  fuiirtions  and  privileges  of  conluls  and  vicc-coi  fills,  which 
they  have  judged  it  convenient  to  cflablifli  (jf  pi efeience,  his  Mod 
Chriftian  Majefty  has  nominated  ihc  Sicur  Count  of  Ivlontmorin,  of 
St.Herent,  marechal  of  his  camps  and  armies,  knight  of  his  orders  and 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  hiscounfcllor  in  all  his  councils,  miniller  and 
fee  ret  a  ry  of  ftate  and  of  his  commandments  and  finances,  having  the 
department  of  foreign  affaiis ;  and  the  l^ni'"cd  States  have  nominated 
the  Sieur  Thomas  Jcfterfon,  citi/icn  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, and  their  minifter  plenipotentiary  near  the  king,  who,  after 
having  communicated  to  each  other  th^  r  refpeClive  full  powers, 
have  agreed  on  what  follows  : 

Art.  1.  The  confuls  and  vicc-confuh,  named  by  the  Mod  Chrif- 
tian King  and  the  United  States,  fliall  be  bound  to  prcfcnt  their  com- 
mifl'ions  according  to  tlie  forms  which  I'hail  be  eftablilhed  refpcclivrly 
by  the  Moll  Chnfti.m  King  witiiin  his  dominions,  and  by  ihv  Congrefs 
within  the  United  States.  There  fliall  be  ilelivered  to  'hcni,  without 
any  charges,the  exequatur  nccciTury  for  the  cxercifL  uf  their  l,in>!-tions : 
and  on  exhiliiting  the  ihid  CKeipiatur,  the  gowrnors,  commanders, 
heads  of  juftice,  bodies  coip;)iate,  tribv.nals  and  other  oliliers,  hav- 
ing authority  in  fhe  pons  and  places  of  their  confubitcs,  flvl!  caufc 
them  to  enjoy,  immediate'y  and  without  diflicultv,  the  preeminences, 
authority  and  privileges,  reciprocallv  granted,  without  exafting  from 
the  faid  Gonfuls  and  vice-confuls  any  fees  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever. 

Art.  II.  The  confuls  and  ^ice-co^fuls,  and  perfons  attached  to 
their  funftions,  thai  is  to  fav,  their  chancellors  and  fccretaries,  fiuill 
enjoy  a  full  and  ent're  immunity  for  their  chancery  and  the  papers 
vi'laich  fliall  be  therein  contained.  They  fliall  be  exempt  from  all 
perfonal  fcrvice,  from  foldicr's  billets,  militia,  watch,  guard,  guar- 
dianfliip,  trufteefliip,  as  well  as  from  a!!  duties,  taxes,  impofitions, 
and  charges  whatfoevcr,  except  on  the  cflate  real  and  jierfonal  of 
which  they  may  be  the  proprietors  or  pofleflbrs,  which  fliall  be  fub- 
je£t  to  the  taxes  impofed  on  the  ertates  of  all  other  individuals :  and 
in  all  other  inftanccs,  they  fliall  be  fubjecl  to  the  1  iws  o'f  the  land, 
as  the  natives  are.  Thofc  of  the  iaid  confuls  and  vice-confu's,  who 
iliall  cxercife  commerce,  fliall  be  refpeftively  fubjecft  to  all  taxes. 
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charges  and  inipijfitions,  cftaLlidicd  on  other  merchants.  They 
fliall  p  ace  over  thj  outvvarcl  door  of  their  houfe,  the  anus  of  their 
foveici^n  ;  but  t'.is  iiKirk  oi  indication  Ihall  not  j^ive  to  the  faid 
houie  any  piivilegc  of  alyluui  for  any  peifon  or  property  whatfo- 
ever. 

Art.  III.  The  refpcitive  confuls  and  vice-confiils  may  eftablifli 
ngen-s  in  the  different  ports  and  places  of  their  departments,  where 
iieceiruy  fli  il.  require.  Thefe  ar.cnts  may  be  chofen  among  the  nier* 
chants,  eitlier  national  or  foreign,  and  furninicd  -a  itii  a  eonui.illion 
from  one  of  the  faid  eonfuls.  They  fliall  conHne  themfelves  rc- 
ipeiftively  to  the  rendering  to  their  refpet^ive  merchants,  navigators, 
and  velfels,  all  polFible  iervice,  and  to  inform  the  ncarcft  coiilnl  of 
the  wants  of  the  faid  merchants,  navigators  and  vcHcls — without  the 
faid  agents  otherwife  particijiating  in  the  immunities,  linjhts  and 
privileges,  attributed  to  conluls  and  viee-conluls  —  and  Without 
power,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  exa'ft  from  the  faid  lucr- 
chants  any  duty  or  emolument  whatfoever. 

Art.  IV.  The  confuls  and  vite-confuls  refpcinively  may  eflahlifl; 
a  chancery,  where  fliall  be  uepofited  tlie  eoiilu'ar  tletcrminations, 
a6ts  and  proceedings,  as  alfo  tellaments,  obligations,  contract,  and 
other  ac^s,  done  by  or  between  pcricn.^  of  their  nation,  and  effci'ts 
left  by  deceafcd  pcrlons,  or  fuved  i\or,\  fliipwrcok.  They  may, 
confe4Ucntly,  appoint  fit  perfons  to  r,6i  ••  the  laid  ciiancery ;  receive 
and  ivvear  them  in  ;  commit  to  them  tlie  tuMociy  oi  tliv  feal,  and  au- 
thority to  feal  commillions,  fentemes  and  other  c(Hifular  acl:n  ;  and 
alfo  to  difrharge  the  funiTcions  <;f  notary  and  rcgiftcr  of  the  conUdate. 

Art.  V.  The  confuls  atid  vice-confuls  rel]je('tively  fliajl  have  the 
cxclufive  ri(jht  of  receiving  in  their  chancery,  or  on  board  of  velllls, 
the  declarations  and  all  other  arts,  which  the  captains,  mafleri;, 
crews,  pallcngers  and  men  ban tj;  of  tl'.eir  nation  may  choofe  to  make 
there,  even  their  tcfl:aments  and  other  difpofals  by  laft  will:  and 
the  copies  of  th.c  faid  ads,  duly  auth.-nticaied  by  the  fldd  confuls  or 
vice-confuls,  under  the  ieal  of  the  confulate,  fliall  receive  faith  in 
law,  equally  as  their  originals  would,  in  all  the  tribunals  of  the  do» 
minioiis  of  the  iVioft  Chriflian  King  and  ot  the  United  States.  They 
fliall  alfo  have,  and  exclufivcly,  in  cafe  of  the  abfence  of  the  tefla- 
mentary  executor,  adminiftrator,  or  legal  heir,  the  right  to  inven- 
tory, liqui^laie  and  proceed  i;.*  ihe  lale  of  the  perfonal  eftate  left  by 
fubjefts  or  citizens  of  their  nation,  who  fliall  die  within  the  extent 
of  their  confulate ;  they  fliall  proceed  therein  with  the  affiftance  of 
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Hvo  merchants  of  tljoir  nation,  or,  for  wa.it  of  them,  of  any  other 
at  their  clioicc;  and  fliali  taiifc  to  be  depolucd  in  their  chaixery 
the  cficc'ls  and  papers  ut  the  fnid  cftatcs  :  and  no  ofliccr,  niiht.ii  v, 
judiciary,  vv  of  the  police  of  the  couiury,  fli.ill  diflnib  tUcm  ov  in> 
tcifcie  therein,  in  any  nuinncr  uhatloever  :  but  the  laid  confuls  ai'.d 
viec-co'iliils   fliall   not   di;liver  up   tlie  iaid   efitots,  nor  the  pr.'CJcda 
th'-ieof,  to  the  lawful  heirs,  or  f.)  their  ordi^r,  till  they  (iv<,!l  have 
fanled  to  bt;  paid  all  debts  whieh  the  deccaled  (hall  have  contiaifltd 
in  the  country  :  tor  which  purpoU:  the  rreditois  flia  1  h;ivc  a  right 
to  attach  tiie  fa.d  ctfetrlis  in  their  hands,  as  they  niisj^tit  in  thnfj  of  any 
other  individual   whatever,  and  prucetd  to  obtain  icde  of  them  tiU 
payment   of  what    Iball    In-  h'uiiilly  chie  to  thtni.     When  tlic  debts 
fliail  not  liave  been  contiac'.xd  by  juilj^nient,  deed  or  note,  the  lignj»« 
ture  whereol  fliill  be  known,  payment  ihall  not  be  ordered  but  on 
the  creditor's  giving  fuHirient  tuiety,  reliv.ent  in  the  country,  to  rc- 
lund  the  ftmis  l:e  ftrab  iiave  unduly  received,  principal,  interel^  and 
corts:  which  lurety,  nevertheielb,  fluil  ftand  duly  dilVharged  alter 
the  term  of  one  year  in  time  of  peace,  and  of  t\i  o  in  time  of  v\-ar> 
if"  the  demand   in  difcharsic  cannot  be  formed  before  the  end  of  this 
term,  againfl:  the  heu's  who  fiiall  preient  themlelves.     A.ul  in  order 
that  the  heirs  may  not  ui'.jultiy  be  kept  out  of  ttii;  effects  of  the  dc- 
ceafed,  the  confuls  and  vice-conluls  ihail  notify  his  death  in  fome  of 
the  gazettes  pubiiflied   within  tlie-.r  conlulate  ;  and  that  thay  ffiall 
retain  the  faid  effects  in  their  handb  feven  months,  to  anfwcr  all  de- 
mands which  fliall  be  prtfented  ;  and  they  fluiU  be  bound,  after  this 
delay,  to  deliver  to  the  j)erl'ons  fncceeding   thereto,  wh;:t  liiall  be 
<«ore  than  fufficient  for  the  demands  which  Ihall  have  been  Tami-d. 

Art.  VI.  The  confuls  and  vice-coniul?  rel'pecfively  ihall  leceive 
the  declarations,  pnitefts  and  reports,  of  all  captains  and  m^iilers  of 
their  rci'pedive  nations,  on  account  of  average  loll'es  furtamed  at  lea;: 
and  thefe  captains  and  mailers  Ihall  lodge  in  the  chancery  of  the 
faid  confuls  and  vicc-conluL-;,  the  ads  which  tlicy  may  ha\e  made  in 
other  ports  on  account  of  the  accidents  which  may  have  haj)pentd 
to  them  on  their  voyage.  If  a  fubjeft  of  the  Moll  Chriftian  King, 
and  a  citizen  of"  the  United  States,  or  a  foreigner,  arc  interetled  in 
the  laid  cargo,  the  average  fliall  be  fettled  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
country,  and  not  by  the  conluls  or  \ice-confuls ;  but  wiien  only  the 
fubjeds  or  citizens  of  their  own  nation  flmll  be  intereftcd,  the  re- 
fptdive  confuls  or  vice-rowfuls  fliail  appoint  fliilful  perfons  to  fectb 
the  damages  and  averagCa 
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Art.  VII.  In  c.il'rs  where  b"  tcmjKft,  or  otlit.i  accident,  French 
(liips  or  vdllls  fluill  be  itniii'Icd  on  ''le  coalts  of  the  United  States; 
and  fliips  or  vcllllj  of  the  United  Smtej  Ihuil  be  (tranded  n  the 
coalu  I'l  the  doininioiis  of  the  Moft  ClitifHuu  Kiiij,  ;  the  coiiiul  or 
vicc-tf)n1'ul,  nc.iicft  to  the  place  of  fiiipw.cck,  fluill  do  whut.vtr  he 
may  judge  proper,  as  \vc  1  for  the  piirfofc  ot  faring  i'  r  faiu  f'lip  or 
vcfll'l,  its  carji,o  ami  appuitenanccs,  as  f(jr  the  ftoring  .r  1  feciir.ry 
of  the  etfeJts  and  merchandile  favcd.  He  m.,y  t.ike  in  uw  nu>rj 
of  them,  witi'.out  the  inttiineddliiiy  of  any  ofhceis  or  the  mnitry, 
of  the  cuftoina,  of  juflice,  or  of  the  police  of  tliecoutury,  other' 
vife  t!ian  to  give  to  the  Corfu's,  vice-Ct  iliils,  ca^itain  aim  crew  of 
the  vefTel,  fliipu  recked  or  ftranded,  all  the  fiiccour  ;mh1  tavoiii  ,'  Inch 
they  fliall  alk  of  them,  cither  loi  the  cxpt  lition  aru!  fccurity  of  the 
faving  and  of  the  eftedls  lawd,  is  to  pjvveui  II  d  Ihn'jnnce.  And 
in  Older  to  prevent  all  kinds  of  difputc  and  dileiini'.jfi,  ni  tin.  f.id 
cafes  of  fliijnvrcck,  it  is  agreed,  thnt  when  there  flia!!  be  nocoiiiul 
or  vicc-conful  to  attend  to  the  faving  'if  the  w;cek,  (jr  that  ihc  lefi- 
dcnce  of  the  faid  confiil  or  vice-conii.il  (he  not  being  at  tht  phcc  of 
the  wreck)  fliall  be  more  diflaiit  from  the  faid  place,  than  that  of  'he 
competent  judge  of  the  countiy,  the  latter  fliall  Uiimcdiarc-ty  proceed 
therein  with  all  the  difpatch,  certain. y  and  pr-fciutions,  pref'-rihed 
by  the  refpei'tivc  lawii  j  but  the  iaid  teiritorial  judge  fliall  retire,  on 
the  arrival  of  t!ie  conliil  or  vice-ccufiil,  and  Ihr.ll  delivL-.  over  ro 
him  the  report  of  his  piocecdinp^s,  the  expen'o'j  of  which  the  confiil 
or  vicc-confiil  fliall  cuiife  to  be  reimlnirfed  to  hin;.  as  well  ns  thofe 
Of  faving  tlic  wreck.  The  mcrchn:xiiie  and  effects  faved  Ihal'  be 
♦Jepofitcd  in  the  neareft  cuflom-houfe,  or  other  j>!ucl  of  fafcty,  with 
the  inventory  thereof,  whic  h  fli.".!!  hivo  been  made  by  the  .~oii:ul  or 
vire-confuls,  or  by  the  judge  who  fliall  have  proceeded  lu  their  ab» 
fence,  that  the  faid  eftec'ts  and  merchandile  may  be  afterwards  de- 
livered, (after  levying  therefrom  the  cofi-,j  and  without  form  of 
procefs  to  the  owners,  who,  being  furniflicd  witti  an  order  for  their 
delivery  from  the  nearelt  conlul  or  vicc-conlui,  fliall  reclaim  thein 
by  themfelves,  or  by  their  order,  cither  for  the  purpofe  of  re-ex- 
porting fuch  merchandifc,  in  which  cafe  they  fliall  pay  no  kind  of 
duties  of  exportation  ;  or  for  that  of  felling  them  in  the  country,  if 
they  be  not  j^rohibited  there;  and  in  this  lal  cafe,  the  faid  mer- 
chandile, it  they  be  drniag-d,  ihall  be  allowed  an  abatement  of  en- 
trance duties,  proportioned  to  the  damage  ihey  have  fuftained,  which 
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Hull  be  afccrtaincci  \>y  the  aliidavits  taken  at  the  time  the  vcni-l  wa« 
vrcck-.d  r,r  ihui.k. 

Art.  v'lil.  The  coiifiils  or  vicc-confuls  Hiall  cxerclic  police  over 
all  the  MiRIj  of  their  ri.f|;cctivc  nations ;  and  lha!l  have,  0:1  board 
the  faid  vcllcls,  all  povor  and  juiiidiotic-n  in  civil  matters:  in  all  iho 
tiifpiitcs  which  may  there  aril'e,  they  fliall  have  an  entire  infpectiou 
over  the  faid  Vi  iL-ls,  their  crews,  and  the  changes  and  fuhrtitiitiona 
there  to  be  mads.- :  for  which  piupofc  they  may  go  on  board  the  faid 
vclfeis  whenever  they  may  judge  it  ncccHary.  It  beinj^  well  under- 
llood,  that  the  hindions  hereby  allowed  fliall  be  confined  to  the  in- 
terior ot'  the  vellels,  and  that  they  fliall  not  take  place  in  any  cafe 
vhich  fliall  have  any  interlercnte  with  the  pjlice  of  the  ports  where 
the  faid  vefllls  fliall  be. 

Art.  IX.  Tho  conl'.ils  and  vice-confuls  may  caufe  to  be  arreftcJ 
the  caj)taii!s,  otliceis,  niarinci's,  lailors,  and  all  oi'er  ptrfons,  being 
part  ot  the  erewb  of  the  vtUels  of  their  relpct^tive  nations,  who  Qiall 
have  dcfcrtcd  from  the  faid  veii'els,  in  oukr  to  fend  thetn  back  and 
traniport  t'lem  out  of  the  country.  For  which  purpofe,  :he  laid 
conf'il'  and  vice-confuls  fliall  addrcis.themfclves  to  the  courts,  judges, 
and  oHicers  competeni  ;  and  fliall  demand  the  faid  dtfertcrs  ii, 
writing,  proving  l)y  an  exhiliition  of  the  rc;.;iftcrs  of  the  •  /Tel  or 
Ihip's  roll,  ihat  thofu  men  were  part  of  the  faid  crews:  at  d  oi:  this 
demand  fo  proved,  (faving,  however,  where  the  contrary  is  proved) 
the  delivery  fliall  not  be  rcfufed  :  and  tiici  e  fliall  be  given  all  aid 
and  allidance  to  the  laid  confuis  and  vite-confuls  for  the  fearch, 
feizure  and  arrcft  of  the  laid  dLfertciT,  who  fliall  even  be  detained 
and  kept  in  the  prifons  of  the  country,  at  tlieir  requell  and  expenfe, 
until  they  fliall  have  found  an  opportunity  of  fending  thcin  back. 
But  if  they  be  not  fent  back  within  three  months^  to  be  counted  from 
the  day  of  their  arrcll,  they  fliall  be  fet  nt  liberty,  and  fliail  be  no 
more  arretted  for  the  fame  caufe. 

Art.  X.  In  cafes  where  the  rcfpeaive  fiibj  .-■;-  or  citlzer.s  fliall 
have  committed  any  crime,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  they  flial)  be 
amenable  to  the  jucN^es  of  the  country. 

Art.  XI. When  the  faid  offenders  fliall  be  a  part  of  the  crew  of  a  vef- 
fel  of  their  nation,  and  fluli  have  withdrawn  themfelves  on  board  the 
faid  velTel,  they  may  be  there  feized  and  arretted  by  order  of  the 
judges  of  the  country  :  thefe  fliall  j^ive  notice  thereof  10  the  cot>.lul 
or  vice-conful,  who  may  repair  on  board,  if  he  thinks  proper  :  but 
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this  notification  fliall  not,  in  any  cafe,  <iohy  execution  or  the  order 
in  cineltion.  The  jjcifons  arrelkd  fliall  not  afterwards  be  fet  at  li- 
berty, until  the  coniul  ov  vice-confnl  fiiall  have  been  notified  thereof; 
and  they  fliall  he  dchvtrcd  to  him,  if  he  requires  ii,  to  be  put  again 
on  l)oard  of  t!ie  vt;fU:l  in  which  i hey  were  arretted,  or  of  others  of 
th.'ir  nation,  and  to  be  lent  out  of  the  country. 

Art.  Xir.  A!l  difTcrenccs  and  fiiits  between  the  fubjefts  of  the 
IVIoft  Chriftian  Kino-  in  the  Uiiued  States,  or  between  the  citizens 
of  t\w  I'nitvjd  states  within  the  dominions  of  the  Moft  Chnflian 
King,  and  particularly  a',1  dilputes  relative  to  the  wage?  and  terms  of 
c;i,'4aj/eaient  of  the  crvws  of  the  relpei'tivc  vcflcls,  and  all  differences 
of  wi'iatevcr  nature  the)  may  be,  v.hich  may  arife  between  the  pri- 
vates (.t  the  f.'.id  erewb,  or  it  ;wet  n  any  of  them  and  tlieir  captain?, 
or  bttAeen  the  c.ij  tains  of  ditleunt  velLls  of  tiieir  naiion,  fliall  be 
determined  by  tjie  refpeilive  c  muiIs  aiul  vice-e<  nlu'.s,  eitlicr  b)- a 
reicrence  to  arbitratorL-,  or  by  a  funim;iry  judgment,  and  wl.hout 
colls.  No  oiliccr  of  tiie  country,  civil  or  nuiitary,  ih:M  inteilere 
therein,  or  take  any  part  whatever  in  the  inat'er  ;  and  the  appeal," 
from  the  laid  eoni'ular  fenteiices  (hall  be  carried  before  t!ie  tribimalr. 
of  Trance,  or  of  the  United  States,  to  v.hom  it  may  appertain  to 
take  cognizance  thereof. 

Art.  Xlll.  The  o;eneral  utilirv  of  commerce  having  caufed  to  be 
cftablilh.ed,  within  tlie  dondnioiis  of  the  Moll  Chriftian  King,  par- 
ticular tribunals  and  forms  for  e>.Dc:!itin«:  the  decifion  of  commercial 
alfairs,  tlie  merchants  of  the  Ignited  States  (hall  enjoy  the  benelit  of 
thefe  efudydlhinents  ;  and  tlic  Cmgrefs  of  the  United  States  will 
provide,  in  the  manner  moil  conformable  to  its  hiv.s,  for  the  ella- 
blifluiu-nt  of  equivalent  advantages  in  favour  of  the  Frerich  mer- 
chants, for  thj  piompt  diipaieh  and  decillon  f>t  affairs  of  the  fame 
nanui;. 

XiV.  The  fubjefts  of  the  Mod  Chrillian  King,  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  who  fliall  prove  by  legal  evidence,  that  they  are 
of  the  faid  nations  refjieiTtivcIy,  fliall,  in  conle-juence,  enjoy  an  ex- 
em{)tion  from  a'l  perfonal  lervice  in  the  place  of  their  fettlemeiit. 

yiV,  If  any  other  nathiU  acquires,  by  virtue  of  any  convention 
vk'.tever,  treatment  more  favouiable  with  refpeet  to  the  eonlular 
pre  eminences,  power-^,  authority  and  privileges,  the  confuls  and 
vice-confuls  of  the  IMoil  Chrillian  King,  or  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ciprocally (liall  I  artieipate  therein,  agreeably  to  the  terms  ftipulated 
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by  the  fccond,  third  and  fourth  ai  tides  of  the  treaty  of  Amity  and 
comi-nercc  concluded  between  the  MoftChriftian  King  and  the  Vnited 
States. 

Art,  XVI.  The  prefent  convention  fliall  be  in  full  force  during 
the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be  counted  from  the  day  of  the  exchange 
of  ratifications,  which  fliall  be  given  in  proper  form,  and  exchanged 
on  both  fid's  within  the  fpace of  one  year,  or  fooner  if  pollible.  In 
faith  whereof,  we,  mimfters  plenipotentiary,  have  figned  the  prefent 
convention,  and  have  thereto  fet  the  fcal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Verfailles  the  fourteenth  of  November,  one  tbou- 

fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 
Signed  L.  C.  De  MONTMC  RIN,        (L.  S.) 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON.         (L.S.) 

PROCLAxMATION. 

And  whereas  the  faid  convention  has  been  duly  ratified  and  con* 
firmed  by  me  on  the  one  part,  w  ith  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
fenate,  and  by  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefly  on  the  other,  and  the  faid 
ratifications  were  duly  exchanged  at  Paris  on  the  firft  day  of  January 
in  the  prefent  year.  Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  faid  con- 
vention may  be  obferved  and  performed  with  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  ordered  the  premifes  to  be  made  publiC| 
and  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  perlons  bearing  office,  civil 
or  military,  w  ithin  the  United  States,  and  all  others,  citizens  or  in- 
habitants thereof,  or  being  within  the  lame,  faithfully  to  obfervc 
and  fulfil  the  faid  convention,  and  every  claufc  and  article  thereof. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have  caufed  the  feal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  to  thcfc  prefcnts,  and  figned  the 
fame  with  my  hand.  Given  at  the  city  of  New- York, 
the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  of  the  fove* 
reignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  the  four- 
teenth. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
By  the  Prefident, 

Thomas  Jetferson. 
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THE  DEFINITIVE  TREATY 

BETWEEN 

GREAT-BRITAIN   AND  THE   UNITED   STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
Signed  at  Paris,  September  3,  JVSj. 

In  the  natne  of  the  viofi  holy  and  undivided  Trinity, 

XT  having  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  difpofe  the  heart?  of 
tie  moft  ferene  and  mofl  potent  prince  George  the  Third,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender 
of  the  faith,  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh,  arch^trcafurcv 
and  prince  eleftor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  &c.  and  of  the  United 
States  of  America,    to  forget  all  paft  mifunderftandings  and  dif- 
ferences, that  have  unhappily  interrupted  the  good  correl'pondence 
and  friendfliip  which  they  mutually  wifli  to  reftore  ;  and  to  eftablifli 
fnch  a  beneficial  and  fatisfaftory  intercourfe  between  the  two  coun- 
tries,  upon  the  ground  of  reciprocal  advantages  and  piutual  con- 
venience, as  may  promote  and  fecure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and 
harmony  ,  and  having,  for  this  defirable  end,  already  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  peace  and  leconcilirvtion,  by  the  provifional  articles  figned 
at  Paris,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  by  the  commiflioners  em- 
povv-ered  on  each  part,  which  articles  were  agreed  to  be  inferted  in, 
and  to  conftitute  the  treaty  of  peace  propofed  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  and  the  faid  United  States,  but 
which  treaty  was  not  to  be  concluded  until  terms  of  peace  fliould  be 
agreed  upon  between  Great-Britain  and  France,  and  his  Britannic 
Majeity  flioii'  I  be  ready  to  conclude  fuch  treaty  accordingly ;  and 
the    treaty    between  Great-Britain  and  France  having  fince   been 
soncluded,  his  Britannic  Majcrty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  order  to  carry  into  full  etFcd  the  provifional  articles  above  men- 
tioned,   according  to  the  tenor  thereof,    have  conftitutcd  and  ap- 
pointed, that  is  ^0  fay,  his  Biitannjc  Majefty  on  his  part,  David 

Hartley, 
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hartley,  Efq.  member  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain ;  and 
the  faid  United  States  on  their  part,  John  Adams,  Eftj.  late  a 
commiflioner  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  late  delegate  in  Congrefs  from  the  State  of  Maflachufetts^ 
and  chief  juftice  of  the  faid  State^  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
the  faid  United  States,  to  their  High  MightinclTes  the  States-General 
of  the  United  Netherlands ;  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq.  late  delegate  in 
Congrefs  from  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  prefident  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  faid  State,  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Verfailles ;  and  John  Jay,  Efq. 
late  prefident  of  Congrefs,  chief  juftice  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
and  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  faid  United  States  at  the  court 
of  Madrid  ;  to  be  the  plenipotentiaries  for  concluding  and  figning 
the  prefent  Definitive  Treaty ;  whoj  after  having  reciprocally  com- 
municated their  refpeftive  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  con- 
firmed the  following  articles : 

Article  I.  His  Britannic  Majefty  acknowledges  the  laid  United 
States,  viz.  New-Hampftiirc,  Mnflaclnifetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and 
Providence  plantations,  Conncfticut,  New-York,  Nevv-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fovereign  and  independent  States ; 
that  he  treats  with  them  as  fuch,  and  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors,  rclinquiflies  all  claims  to  the  government,  propriety,  and  ter- 
ritorial rights  of  the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof. 

Art.  II.  And  that  all  difputcs,  which  might  arife  in  future,  On  the 
fubjeft  of  the  boundaries  of  the  faid  United  Slates,  may  b?  pre- 
tented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following  are  and 
(lull  be  their  boundaries,  viz.  from  the  north-weft  angle  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  viz.  That  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north 
from  the  fourre  of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands,  along  the  faid 
highlands,  which  divide  thofe  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  north  wefternmoft  head  of  Connecticut  river ;  thence  down. 
along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fiftii  degree  of  north 
latitude ;  from  thence  by  a  line  due  weft  on  faid  latitude,  until  it 
ftrikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraquy  ;  thence  along  the  middle  oi 
the  faid  river  into  lake  Ontario  ;  through  the  middle  of  ^^id  lake 
until  it  ftrikes  the  Communication  by  water  between  that  lake  and 
lake  Erie  ;  thence  alon,^  the  middle  of  faid  communication  into  lake 
Eri^j  through  thg  middle  of  faid  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water 
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ComiHunicarion  between  that  lake  and  lake  Huron  ;  thence  along 
tlie  middle  of  faid  water  communicatidn  ;  thence  through  the  middle 
of  faid  lake  to  the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  lake 
Superior :  thence  through  lake  Superior  northward  of  the  ifle» 
Royal  and  Philipeaux  to  the  Long  lake  j  thence  through  the  middle 
of  laid  Long  lake  and  the  water  communication  between  it  and  the 
lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  faid  lake  of  the  Woods ;  thence  through 
the  laid  lake  to  the  moft  north-weftern  point  thereof,  and  from  thence 
in  a  due  weft  courfe  to  the  river  Miffiffippi ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  faid  river  Miffiffippi  until  it  fliall  in- 
terfe(5t  the  northcrnmoft  part  of  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. South,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  determination  of 
the  line  laft  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  of 
the  equator,  to  the  miudle  of  the  river  Apalachicola  or  Catahouche; 
thence  along  the  middle  thereof,  to  its  jundion  with  th:i  Flint  river; 
thence  ftrait  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river ;  and  thence  down  alonj; 
the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Eaft,  by  a  litic 
to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth 
in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  Iburce,  and  from  its  fource  direflly 
north  to  the  aforefaid  highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall 
into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  thole  which  fall  in<o  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  comprehending  all  iflands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  pai  t 
of  the  fhores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to 
be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  points  where  the  aforefaid  boundaiit; 
between  Nova-Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft-Florida  on  the  other, 
iliall  refpcL^ivcly  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
excepting  fuch  iliands  as  now  are,  oi  heretofore  have  been,  within  the 
iiiuits  of  the  faid  province  of  Nova-Scotia. 

Art.  in.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  people  of  the  L^nited  States  fliall 
continue  to  enjoy,  unmoleftcd,  the  right  to  take  fifli  of  every  kind 
on  the  Grand  Bank,  and  on  all  the  other  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
alio  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the 
fea,  where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  ufcd  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore to  fiih.  And  alfo,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
fliall  have  lih.rty  to  take  lilli  of  every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  thecoaft 
of  Ncwfovuidland,  as  Britifli  iifliein.en  fliall  ufe  (but  not  to  dry  or 
cure  the  fame  on  that  illand)  and  alio  on  the  coafts,  bays  and  creeks, 
of  all  other  oT  hid  Britannic  Majefty's  dominions  in  America;  and 
that  the  American  fifliermen  fliiill  have  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fifli 
in  any  of  the  unfettled  bays,  harbours  and  creeks,  of  Nova-Scotia, 
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Magdalen  iflands,  and  Labrador,  fo  long  as  the  fame  fliall  remaiit 
unfettled  ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  fame  or  cither  of  them  fliall  be  fettled, 
it  fliall  not  be  lawful  for  the  faid  fifliermcn  to  dry  or  cure  fifli  at 
fucli  fettlemeiit,  without  a  previous  agreement  for  tiiat  purpofe  with 
the  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  poHellbrs  of  the  ground. 

Art.  IV.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  creditors  on  either  fide  fliall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value,  in  fter- 
Jing  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contrafted. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  Congrefs  fliall  earneitly  recommend  it 
to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpecflive  States,  to  provide  for  the  refVitu- 
tioii  of  all  cftates,  rights  and  properties,  which  have  been  confif. 
cated,  belonging  to  real  Britifli  fubjefts ;  and  alfo  of  the  eftates, 
rights  and  properties,  of  perfons  relident  in  diftiids  in  pofilflion  of 
his  Majeity's  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  againft  the  (aid 
United  States ;  and  that  perfons  of  any  other  dcfcription  fliall  have  free 
liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  the  Thirteen  United  Statia, 
and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  immolcfted,  in  their  endea- 
vours to  obtain  the  rcftitution  of  fuch  of  their  efliattii,  rights  and  pro- 
perties, as  may  h-nc  been  confifcated ;  and  that  Congrefs  fliall  alfo 
carnellly  rec-jmmcnd  to  the  feveral  States,  a  re-con fuleration  and 
rcvifion  of  all  afts  or  larts  refpefling  the  premiles,  {o  as  to  render  the 
laid  afts  or  laws  perfectly  confident,  not  only  with  juftice  and  equity, 
but  with  that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which,  on  the  return  of  the 
blelfings  of  peace,  fliould  univerfally  prevail :  and  that  Congrefs 
fliall  alio  earneftly  recommend  to  the  fjveral  States,  that  the  eftates, 
rights  and  propeities,  of  Inch  laft-uientioncd  perfons  fliall  be  re- 
flored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  perfons  who  may  now  be  in 
polTcillon,  the  bona  fide  j)rice  (where  any  h us  been  given)  which 
fuch  perlbns  may  have  paid,  on  purchafing  any  of  the  faid  lands, 
lights  or  properties,  fince  the  confifcation.  And  it  is  agreed,  that 
all  perfons,  who  may  have  any  interefl"  in  confncated  lands,  either 
by  debts,  nianiiigo-fcttlonients,  or  othervvife,  fliall  meet  \yiih  no  law- 
ful imp"diuiLiu  in  the  profe^uiion  oi"  their  juft  rights. 

Art.  VI.  That  there  fliiU  be  no  future  confifcations  made,  nor 
anv  prufccntions  commenced,  againft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for,  or 
by  rcafon  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the  prefent 
war :  and  that  no  pertbn  fliall,  on  that  account,  fuffer  any  further  lofs 
or  damage,  either  in  his  p'.'rfon,  liberty  or  property  :  and  that  thofe 
who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges,  at  the  time  of  the  rati- 
fication 
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fication  of  the  treaty  in  America,  fliall  be  immediately  fct  at  liberty, 
and  the  profecntion,  fo  commenced,  be  difcontinued. 

Art.  VTI.  There  ftiall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  his 
Britannic  Majefty  and  the  faid  States,  and  between  the  fubjefts  of 
the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other;  wherefore  all  hoftilities^ 
both  by  fea  and  land,  Ihall  from  henceforth  ceafc ;  all  prifoners  on 
both  fides  fliall  be  fet  at  liberty ;  and  his  Britannic  Majefty  fliall, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and  without  cau'^ng  any  deftrudion,  or 
carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the  American  in- 
habitants, withdraw  ail  his  armies,  garrifons  and  fleets,  from  the  fald 
United  States,  and  from  every  poft,  place  and  harb  jur,  within  the 
fame,  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  American  artillery  that  may 
be  therein  ;  and  Ihall  alfo  order  and  caufe  all  archives,  records,  deeds 
and  papers,  belonging  to  any  of  the  faid  States,  or  their  citizens, 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  rcitoied,  and  delivered  to  the  proper 
States  and  peifons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  VIII.  The  naz'^^afion  of  the  rher  MlJJiJJipply  from  Ui  fource  t» 
the  occan^  Jlmll  for  ever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  fubjetSls  of  Great- 
Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  iX.  In  cafe  it  fliould  fo  happen,  that  any  place  or  territory 
belonging  to  Great-Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  fliould  have  been 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the  other,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  faid  provifional  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame 
fhall  be  rellored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  compenfa- 
tion. 

Art.  X.  The  folemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  expedited 
in  good  and  due  form,  fliall  be  exchanged  between  the  contrafting 
parties  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooncr,  if  poffible,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  we  the  underfigned,  their  minifters  plenipotentiary,  have, 
in  their  name,  and  in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  with  our 
hands  the  prefent  Definitive  Treaty,  and  caufed  the  fcals  of  our  arms 
to  be  affixed  thereto.  Done  at  Paris,  September  3,  1783. 
(L.S.)  JOHxN  ADAMS, 

■  (L.S.)  DAVID  HARTLEY, 

(L.S.)  B.  FRANKLIN, 

(L.S.)  JOHN  JAY, 
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TREATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE 

BETWEEN 

THEIR  HIGH  MIGHTINESSES  THE  STATES  GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED 
^'ETHERLANDS,  AND  THE  UNITED  ^J'ATES  OF  AMERICA  ; 

(to  wit) 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE,  MASSACHUSETTS,  RHODE -ISLAND  AND  PROVI- 
DENCE PLANTATIONS,  CONNECTICUT,  NEW-YORK,  NEW-JERSET, 
PENNSYLVANIA,  DELAWARE,  MARYLAND,  VIRGINIA,  NORTH-CA- 
ROLINA,   SOUTH-CAROLINA,   AND    GEORGIA. 

J.  HEIR  High  MightinelTes  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  to  wit,  Nevv-Hamp- 
fliire,  Maflachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  plantations,  Con- 
ncfticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Fennfylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  de» 
liring  to  afcertain,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable  manner,  the  rules 
to  be  obferved  relative  to  the  commerce  and  correfpondence  which 
they  intend  to  eftablifli  between  their  refpeftive  States,  countries  and 
inhabitants,  have  judged,  that  the  faid  end  cannot  be  better  ob- 
tained, than  by  ellablifliing  the  mofl  perfeft  equality  and  reciprocity 
for  the  bafis  of  their  3greement,  and  by  avoiding  all  thofe  burthen- 
fome  preferences,  which  are  ufually  the  foufces  of  debate,  embarrafs- 
ment  and  difcontent ;  by  leaving  alfo  each  party  at  liberty  to  make, 
refpefting  commerce  and  navigation,  fuch  ulterior  regulations,  as  it 
^lall  find  moft  convenient  to  itfelf ;  and  by  founding  the  advantages 
of  commerce  folely  upon  reciprocal  utility,  and  the  juft  rules  of  free 
intercourfe  ;  referving  withal  to  each  party  the  liberty  cjf  admi'cting, 
at  its  pleafure,  other  nations  to  a  participation  of  the  lame  advan- 
ta^ts, 
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On  thefe  principles,  their  faicl  High  MightinefTes  the  Statcs-Cciie- 
rnl  of  the  United  Netherlands  have  named  for  their  plenipotentiaries, 
from  the  midft  of  their  alTen^bly,  MelTicnrs  their  deputies  for  the 
foreign  affairs ;  and  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  on  their 
part,  have  furniflied  with  full  powers  Mr.  John  Adams,  late  com- 
miifioncr  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Verfaiiles, 
licretofore  delegate  in  Congrefs  from  the  State  of  Maflachufetts  bay, 
and  chief  juftice  of  the  faid  State,  who  have  agreed  and  concluded 
as  follows :  to  wit. 

Article  I,  There  Ihall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  univerfal  peace, 
and  fincere  friendfliip,  between  their  High  'Mightinefles  the  Lords 
the  States-General  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  between  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
parties,  and  between  the  countries,  iflands,  cities  and  places,  fituated 
under  the  jurifdiftion  of  tke  faid  United  Nethei'lanJs  and  the  faid 
United  States  of  America,  their  fubje6ts  and  .  abitants  of  every 
degree,  without  exception  of  perfons  or  places. 

Art.  II.  The  fnbjcds  of  the  faid  States-General  of  the  United 
Netherlands  fiiall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  coamtries,  iflands, 
cities  or  places  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  no 
Other  nor  greater  duties  or  impofts,  of  whatever  nature  or  deno- 
mination they  may  be,  than  thofe  which  the  nations  the  moft  fa- 
voured are  or  fliall  be  obliged  to  pay  :  and  they  fliall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in  trade,  na- 
vigation and  commerce,  which  the  faid  nations  do,  or  fliall  enjoy, 
whether  in  pafling  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  faid  States,  or  in 
going  from  any  of  thofe  ports  to  any  foreign  port  of  the  world,  ox 
from  any  foreign  port  of  the  world  to  any  of  thofe  ports. 

Art.  III.  The  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  the  f^id  United  States 
of  America  fliall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  iflands, 
cities  or  places,  of  the  faid  United  Netherlands,  or  any  of  them,  no 
other,  nor  greater  duties  or  impofts,  of  whav^ver  nature  or  deno- 
niination  they  may  be,  than  thofe  which  the  iiations  the  moft  fa- 
voured are  or  fliall  be  obliged  to  pay :  and  they  fliall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  liberties,  privileges,  i^nmunities  and  exeaptions  ia  trade,  na- 
vigation and  commerce,  which  the  faid  nations  lo,  or  fliall  enjoy, 
whether  in  palling  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  faid  States,  or 
from  any  one  towards  any  one  of  thofe  ports,  from  or  to  any  foreign 
port  of  the  world.  And  the  United  States  of  America,  withth^ir 
(ubjefts  an4  inhabitants^  fliall  leave  to  thofe  of  their  High  Mighti' 
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■efles,  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  rights  in  the  countries, 
iflands  and  fcis,  in  the  Euft  and  Weft  Indies,  without  any  hindrance 
or  moleftation. 

Art.  IV.  There  fliall  be  an  entire  and  pcrfc<5t  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  allowed  to  the  lubjct^s  and  inhabitants  of  each  party,  and  to 
their  families :  and  no  one  fliall  be  molcited  in  regard  to  his  wor- 
fliip,  provided  he  fiibmits,  as  to  the  public  dcmonllration  of  it,  to 
the  laws  of  the  country.  There  fiiall  be  given  moreover  liberty, 
when  ar»y  fubjcdls  or  inhabitants  of  either  party  Ihall  die  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  other,  to  bury  them  in  the  ufual  burying  places,  or  in 
decent  and  convenient  grounds,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpole,  a» 
occalion  fliall  rcf]\iire.  And  the  dead  bodies  of  thofe  who  are  buried 
fliall  not  in  any  wife  be  molefted  :  and  the  two  contracting  parties 
fliall  provide,  each  one  in  his  jurifditftion,  that  their  refpeftive  fub- 
jcfts  and  inhabitants  may  henceforward  obtain  the  requifite  certificates, 
in  cafes  of  deaths,  in  which  they  fliall  be  interefted. 

Art.  V.  Their  High  Mightinefles  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  fliall  endeavour,  by 
all  the  means  in  their  power,  to  defend  and  protect  all  vefll-ls  and 
other  c3ec\s  belonging  to  their  fubjefts  and  inhabitants  refpedively, 
or  to  any  of  them,  in  their  ports,  roads,  havens,  internal  feas,  pallcs, 
rivers,  and  as  far  as  their  jurifJiftion  extends  at  fea;  and  to  recover, 
and  caufe  to  be  rc{h)red  to  the  true  propiictor?,  their  agents  or  at- 
tornies,  all  fuch  veflels  and  cftecls  which  fliall  be  taken  under  their 
jurifdidion :  and  their  veflels  of  war  and  convoys,  in  cafes  when 
they  may  have  a  common  enemy,  fliall  take  undi;r  their  protedioii 
all  the  veflels  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  either 
party,  which  fliall  not  be  laden  with  contraband  goods,  according  to 
the  defcription  which  fliall  be  made  of  them  hereafter,  for  places 
with  which  one  of  the  parties  is  in  peace,  and  the  other  at  war,  nor 
deftined  for  any  place  blocked,  and  which  fliall  hold  the  fame  courfe, 
or  follow  the  fame  route  :  and  thev  fliall  def.-nd  fuch  veflels,  as  long 
as  they  fliall  hold  the  fame  courfe,  or  follow  the  lame  route,  againfl 
all  attacks,  force  and  violence  of  the  common  enemy,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  ought  to  protcift  and  defend  the  veflels  belonging 
to  their  own  refpciflive  fnbjeds. 

Art.  VI.  Tilt  fubjefts  of  the  contracting  parties  may,  on  one  fide 
and  on  the  other,  in  the  refpeftive  countries  and  States,  difpofe  of 
their  efFetts  by  teftament,  donation  or  otherwife ;  and  their  heirs* 
fubjeds  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  refidin^  in  the  country  of  the 
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other,  or  clfcvvhcrc,  fluill  receive  fiich  fiiccenions,  even  al>  Intejl.ita^ 
M'liethcr  in  perfcni,  or  by  their  attorney  or  liibftitiite,  even  althoiivji 
they  (hnll  not  have  obtained  letters  of  naturalization,  without  having 
the  (fl'ei^t  of  ///i/>  commijj.an  cuntcltecl  under  pretext  of  any  riglits  or 
pierogatives  ol  any  piovince,  city  or  private  pcrfou  :  and  if  the 
heirs,  to  whom  lurh  I'ucccnions  may  have  fallen,  ihall  be  minors, 
the  tutors,  or  curators,  eftabliiiied  by  the  juil^e  domicihary,  of"  the 
laid  miiioi  s,  may  jTijvcrn,  direct,  adminillcr,  fell,  and  alienate  the 
effects  fallen  to  the  faid  minors  bv  inheritance  ;  and  in  general,  in 
rclati(ji)  to  tlie  faid  iutcellions  and  efTe^ts,  \ife  all  the  rights  and  fulfil 
nil  the  I'unftions  which  belong,  by  the  difpofition  of  the  laws,  to 
<Ui'''i*dians,  turors  and  curators ;  provided,  neverthelels,  that  this  dif- 
j^jfitioii  cannot  take  place,  but  in  cafes  where  the  teftator  fliall 
not  have  named  guardians,  tutors,  curators  by  teftament,  codicil  or 
other  legal  inftrument. 

y\rt.  VII.  It  fiiali  be  lawful  and  free  for  the  fubjeifts  of  each  party 
to  tmphjy  Inch  advocates,  attornies,  notaries,  I'olicitors  or  faftors,  as 
they  fliall  jud  ;c  j)roper. 

Art.  Vlll.  Merchant.:,  maflcrs  and  owners  of  fliips,  mariners,  men 
of  all  kinds,  Ihips  and  vclfels,  and  all  merchandifes  and  goads  in 
j;cneral,  and  eflefts,  of  one  of  the  confederates,  or  of  the  fuojei^i* 
thereof,  fliall  not  be  fkifed  or  detained  in  any  of  the  countries,  lands, 
illanils,  cities,  places,  ports,  flinrcs  or  dominions  whatfbever  of  the 
ot'ier  confederate,  for  any  military  expedition,  public  or  private  w^z 
of  any  one,  by  arrefts,  violence,  or  any  colour  tlicreof;  much  lefs 
flial!  it  be  permitted  to  the  fubjet^ts  of  either  j)nrty  to  take,  or  extort 
by  force,  any  thing  from  the  fubje6ts  of  the  other  party,  without 
the  conicnt  of  t!ie  owner  ;  which,  however,  is  not  to  be  iinderftood 
of  fei lures,  Ueiciitions  and  arrefts,  which  fliall  be  made  by  the  com- 
aiand  and  autiioi  ity  of  juftice,  and  by  the  ordinary  methods,  on  ac- 
count of  debts  or  crimes,  in  rcfpecl  whereof  the  proceedings  muft 
be  by  wir.  or  lav.-,  according  to  the  forms  of  juftice. 

Art.  IX.  It  ii  further  tigreed  and  concluded,  that  it  fliall  be 
v.iiuliy  tixc  i\ar  all  merchants,  commanders  of  fliips,  ai-d  other  fu!)- 
jevts  and  inhabitants  of  the  contrafting  parties,  in  every  place  fub- 
•i-cted  to  the  M:ril'di£tion  of  the  tvvo  powers  refpe6tively,  to  manage, 
rhcmlllves,  their  own  bufinefs:  and  moreover,  as  to  the  ufe  of  in- 
"cipivrers  or  brokei -,  as  alfo  in  relation  to  the  loading  or  unloading 
uf  their  vciTe!';,  and  every  thing  which  has  relation  t»-!crcto,  they 
liiall  be,,  on  one  fide  an  J  on  the  other,  confidered  and  treated  upon 
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the  footliij^  of  natural  fubjct'ts,  or,  at  Icall,  upon  an  cqtiality  witti 
the  mo(}  favoured  nation. 

All.  X.  The  merchant  fliip3  of  eltner  of  the  parties,  comin;^ 
from  the  port  of  an  enemy,  or  from  their  own,  or  a  ncntr.il  uorr, 
may  navigate  freely  towards  any  port  of  an  enemy  of  tht"  othi-r 
.nlly.  They  fhall  iievcrthelei's  bf  hcUl,  whcne\  er  it  (hall  be  lequired, 
to  exhibit,  as  well  upon  the  hi<;h  feas  as  in  the  ports,  their  fea-let- 
ters  and  other  documents  defcribcd  in  the  twenty-fifth  artieic,  llating 
cxjjrefsiy  that  their  effects  aie  not  of  the  number  of  thofe  which  are 
proliibitcd  as  contraband.  And  not  having  any  contraband  goods 
for  an  enemy's  port,  they  may  freely  and  without  hindram-e  purine 
their  voyage  towards  the  port  of  an  enemy.  Neverthelei's,  it  ([\..\\ 
not  be  recpiired  to  examine  the  papers  of  vefleloi-  ;i\()yed  by  veliUs 
of  war,  but  credence  fliall  be  given  to  tlie  word  of  the  ojlicer  v.ho 
fliall  comluft  the  convoy. 

Art.  XI.  If  by  exhibiting  the  fea-lcttcrs  and  other  documents  dc- 
fcribed  more  particularly  in  the  twenty-iiiih  article  of  this  treaty,  the; 
other  party  fliall  difcover  there  are  any  of  thoie  forts  of  goods  \vhicl\ 
are  declared  proliibitcd  and  coiitrabniul,  and  thai  they  are  configned 
for  a  port  under  tl>c  obedience  of  his  .  riemy ;  ii  fliall  not  be  hnvfid 
to  break  up  the  hatches  of  fuch  fliij^,  nor  to  open  any  chel>,  coffer, 
packs,  caflis,  or  other  veflels  ibund  therein,  or  vo  remove  the  fina'lell 
parcel  of  her  goods,  whether  the  laid  velkl  belongs  to  the  fr.biei  ts 
of  their  High  Mightinefles  the  States-General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, or  to  the  fubjefts  or  inliablLants  of  the  faid  I'nited  Stales  of 
America,  unlefs  the  lading  be  brought  on  flioie  in  preCnce  of  the 
oflkers  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  an  invcnlo'-y  thereof  made; 
but  there  fliall  be  no  allow;\nce  to  iell,  exchange  or  alienate  the 
fame,  until  after  that  due  and  lawful  proccls  ftuiU  have  been  had 
ngainft  fuch  prohibited  g  ^ods  of  contraband,  ai.d  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty, by  a  fentence  pronounced,  fliall  h;ive  conillciited  the  i.iiiie; 
faving  always  as  weA  the  fliip  Icfclf,  as  any  other  goods  rountl  llKi-in, 
which  are  to  becfteemed  free,  atul  ri.ay  not  be  detained  on  pret-iicc 
oi"  their  being  infected  by  the  prohibit,  d  goods,  much  kf.  dnil  thiy  be; 
confifcated  as  lawful  prize  :  but  on  the  contrary,  uhen,  by  the 
vilitation  at  land,  it  fliall  be  lound,  that  there  arc  no  contraband 
goods  in  the  veflel,  antl  it  fliall  not  appear  by  the  papers,  that  he 
v.ho  has  takcti  and  carried  in  the  velfel  has  been  able  to  difcover 
ap.y  theie,  he  ought  to  he  condemned  in  all  the  charges,  duiuages, 
<;nA  intciclls  of  thcui,  which  he  fliail  havecaufed,  both  to  the  owners 
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of  vtirjs,  atul  to  the  owners  and  freighters  of  cargoes  with  which 
they  (hall  be  lo.icLd,  by  hi.  temerity  in  taking  and  carrying  them  in; 
dcchiriiifj  m(in  e;;j)ic(s!y  the  L^ce  vefl'cis  (hall  aHiire  the  lib',  iv  of  thu 
clTerts  with  which  ih.  y  fhall  be  lo.uled,  and  that  U.is  I'vcrty  fh  ll 
extend  itltlf  ecjijany  to  the  perfons  who  (hall  be  found  in  .  .c^  veffLi, 
who  may  not  be  taken  out  of  her,  unlcfs  they  arc  military  men, 
afliialiy  in  the  fervice  (-fan  enemy. 

Art.  XII,  On  the  contiary,  it  is  ap[rced,  tliat  whatever  fliall  be 
found  to  be  laden  by  the  lubjet^s  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  on 
any  fliip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  or  to  their  fubjefts, 
although  it  be  not  comprehended  under  the  fort  of  prohibited  goods, 
the  whole  may  be  contifcated  in  the  fame  maimer  as  if  it  belonged 
to  the  enemy ;  excejjt,  neverthelefs,  (iich  effects  and  merchandifes 
as  were  put  on  board  fuch  veirel  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  months  after  it ;  which  effeds  fliall  not  be  in  any 
manner  I'ubjei^  to  confifcation,  but  fliall  be  faithfully  and  without 
delay  reftorcd  in  nature  to  the  ownera,  who  fliall  claim  them,  or 
caufe  them  to  be  claimed,  before  the  confilcation  and  falc ;  as  alfo 
their  proceeds,  if  the  claim  could  not  be  made  but  ir.  the  fj)ace  of 
tight  months  after  the  falc,  which  ought  to  be  public  :  provided, 
neverthelefs,  that  if  the  laid  nHrchandifcs  are  conrruband,  it  fliall  by 
no  means  he  lawful  to  tranfport  them  afterwards  to  any  port  belong- 
ing to  enemies. 

Art.  Xlll.  And  that  more  cffeiflual  care  may  be  taken  for  the  fc- 
curity  of  fubie*Sls  and  people  of  either  party,  that  they  do  notfuffer 
moltllation  from  the  vtillls  of  war,  or  privateers  of  the  other  party, 
it  fliall  be  iorbidden  to  all  commundeis  of  vcfTels  of  war,  and  other 
armed  velRrls  of  the  faid  States-General  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
and  the  faid  Uniteil  States  of  America,  as  well  as  to  all  their  oflicers, 
fubje(5ls  and  people,  to  gi\e  any  offence,  or  do  any  damage  to  thofe 
ot  the  other  party:  and  if  they  act  to  the  contraiy,  they  fliall  be, 
upon  the  fnit  complaint  which  fliall  be  made  of  it,  being  found 
guilty,  after  a  juft  examination,  puniflied  by  their  proper  judges ; 
and  moreover,  obliged  to  make  fatisfadion  for  all  damages  and  in- 
tereft  thereof,  by  reparation,  under  pain  and  obligation  of  their  per- 
fons and  goods. 

Art.  XIV.  For  further  determining  of  what  has  been  faid,  all 
raptains  of  privateers,  or  fitters  put  of  vcfl'els  armed  for  war,  under 
commlilion,  and  on  account  of  private  perfons,  fliall  be  held  before 
their  depaiture,  to  give  fufJicient  caution  before  competent  judges, 
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•ithcr  to  be  entirely  rclponliblc  for  \\\c  m;ilvi.if;itions  wliiih  thry  may 
commit  in  their  cruizes  or  voyat^i^s,  as  well  as  for  theeoiiir.utiiiioii  oF 
their  e  iptaiiij  ami  oiiiciis  aijniiilf  the  piefcnt  tieaiy,  aod  ag.iiait  the 
ordinances  and  edicts  which  lh;ill  be  pubiiilud  in  eonlecjuence  of, 
and  in  conlormity  to  it,  under  puin  of  forfell.iie  and  nudity  ol  thtf 
iiiid  comnudioiiSi 

Art.  XV.  All  vellels  and  mcicliandiles,  of  wnatibcver  nature, 
which  fliall  be  rcfcucd  out  of  the  hands  of  aii\  piiatcs  or  robbjrs, 
navigating  the  high  ftas  without  rcnuifue'  conmnllions,  Ihall  ue 
brought  into  lome  port  of  one  of  the  two  States,  and  «.lepi)litcd  itx 
the  hands  of  the  ofiicers  of  that  poiL',  in  ord<r  to  uc  reltoicd  eiuiie 
to  the  true  proprietor,  as  foon  as  due  and  futiicitnt  pruols  fliaJl  be 
made  concerning  the  property  thereof. 

Art.  XVI.  If  any  fliips  or  vclFels,  belonging  to  either  of  the  par- 
tics,  their  fubjeffs  or  people,  iliall,  within  the  toaifg  ui  doniinions 
of  the  other,  ftick  upon  the  lands,  or  be  wrecked,  or  fuffer  any  other 
fca  damage,  all  friendly  aflillance  and  relief  Ihall  be  gi\entothe 
perfons  fliipwrecked,  or  fiich  as  fliall  be  in  danger  thereof;  and  th« 
velTels,  effefts  and  merchandifcs,  or  the  part  of  them  which  fliall 
have  been  favcd,  or  the  proceeds  of  them,  ff,  being  penfliable,  they 
{hall  have  been  fold,  being  claimed  within  a  year  and  a  day  by  the 
mafters  or  owners,  or  their  agents  or  attormes,  flull  be  reftored, 
paying  only  the  reafonnblc  charges,  and  that  which  muft  be  |;aid  ia 
the  iame  cafe  for  the  lalvagc  by  the  proper  fubjefts  of  the  country. 
There  fliall  alfo  be  delivered  them  fafe-(  ondiifts  or  palljioris  tijr  their 
free  and  l^ifc  pafl"age  from  thence,  and  to  return  each  one  to  his  own 
country. 

Art.  XVIT.  In  cafe  the  fubjefts  or  people  of  either  party,  with 
their  fliipping,  whether  public  and  of  war,  or  private  and  of  mer- 
chants, be  forced  through  ftiefs  of  weather,  puilult  ot  pirates  or 
enemies,  or  any  other  urgent  nccellity  for  iccking  of  flielter  and 
Jjarbour,  to  retreat  and  enter  into  any  of  the  liverp,  cietk,,  bays, 
ports,  roads  or  fliores,  belonging  to  the  other  p  ;r;y,  they  fliall  be 
received  with  all  humanity  nnd  kiiulnef-,  and  enjoy  all  friendly  pro- 
teiSfioti  and  help  ;  and  they  fliall  be  perMiittcd  to  refrelli  a; id  provide 
themfelves  at  rcafonable  rates  with  vii!if\!a!j,  and  al  thii  l,s  iKcdful 
for  the  fnflenance  of  tlieir  perfons,  or  rc[ar ,t.o  ;  of  th.-i:  fliips  ; 
and  they  flia!!  no  wiys  be  detaii.eil  ■  hm.e  d  from  returning  out 
of  the  faid  ports  or  roads,  but  m  iv  remove  and  depart,  when  an4 
wliiiher  they  plcafc,  without  any  lett  or  iundrancc. 
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Alt.  XVIII.  For  the  better  proinoting  of  commerce  on  both  fules, 
it  is  agreed,  th.it  if  vi  war  fliouUl  break  out  between  their  High  Mi^h- 
titieflbs  the  States  Genera)  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  the  Unitec! 
States  of  America,  there  fiiall  ahvays  be  granted  to  the  fiibjeds  on 
eadi  fide,  the  teini  of  nine  months,  after  the  date  of  the  rupture,  or 
tlic  prochimation  of  war,  to  the  end  that  they  may  retire  with  their 
clfert?,  and  tranfport  them  where  they  pleafe  ;  which  it  fliail  be 
lav,  fill  for  them  to  do,  as  well  as  to  fell  or  tranlport  their  efte£>s  and 
goods  in  all  fitcdom,  and  without  any  hindrance,  and  without  being 
al)le  to  proceed,  during  the  faid  term  of  nine  months,  to  any  ar- 
rcft  of  their  effecls,  much  lefs  of  their  perfons ;  on  the  contrary, 
there  fliall  be  given  them,  for  their  veflels  and  their  effects  which 
they  would  carry  away,  pnfTpoits  and  fafe-condufts  for  the  neareft 
ports  of  their  refpertive  countries,  and  for  the  time  necelTary  for  the 
voyage.  And  no  prize,  made  at  fca,  fliall  be  adjudged  lawful,  at 
leall-,  if  the  declaration  of  war  was  no',  or  could  not  be  known  in  thic 
laft  port  which  the  veflel  taken  has  cpjitted.  But  for  whatever  may 
have  been  taken  from  the  fubjefls  and  inhabitants  of  either  party, 
and  for  the  offences  which  may  have  been  given  them  in  the  in- 
terval of  the  faid  terms,  a  complete  fatisfactiou  fliall  be  given 
them. 

Art.  XIX.  No  fubjck.^  of  their  High  IVIightinenis  the  States  General 
of  tlie  ITnited  Netherlands  fliall  apply  for,  or  take  any  commiflion, 
or  letters  of  mar(]ue,  tor  arming  any  fliip  or  lliips  to  ViA  as  privateers 
ai^ainft  the  faid  United  States' of  America,  or  any  of  them,  or  the 
fiibje£ls  and  inhaljitants  of  the  faid  Unittnl  Statjs,  or  any  of  them, 
or  againft  the  pro['crty  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  ihcm,  from  any 
prince  or  il.-.tc  Aitli  which  the  faid  l^'^nitcd  States  of  America  may 
liappen  to  be  rt  war :  nor  fli  ill  any  fiibject  or  inhabitant  of  the  faid 
Ur.ited  States  (;f  Amtiica,  or  ;'.ny  of  thcni,  apply  for,  or  take  any 
commiflion,  or  luttcrs  uf  mnnpic,  for  arming  any  flii[)  or  fliips,  to 
aft  as  privateeis  agaiiiit  the  Hi'^h  and  Miglity  Lords  the  states- Ge- 
neral of  the  I  'nitcci  Netlici  lands,  or  againfl  the  lubjerts  of  their  High 
!Mightiiiefll's,  or  any  of  them,  or  agaiiiii  the  propcrr^,  of  any  one  of 
them,  from  any  prince  or  fl.itc  v.i;h  whi<-h  their  Iligli  Mightineflcs 
may  be  at  war.  And  if  any  pcrfon  of  either  nation  fliall  take  fuch 
ccMnmilfion,  or  letters  of  marque,  he  fliall  be  pimifliedas  a  piiate. 

Art.  XX.  If  the  vefl'els  of  the  fubjects  or  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
parties  come  u[)on  any  coaft  belonging  to  either  of  the  faid  allies,  but 
pot  willing  to  cuter  into  port,  or  being  ealcrcd  inlo  jort,  and  not 
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war,  or  for  the  nmnuiatiituie  of  one  or  other  fort  of  niaclnncs  of  war, 
by  landorfeii,  Ihall  not  be  judged  contraband,  neither  by  the  letter, 
ror  according  to  any  pretended  interpretation  whatever,  ought  they, 
or  can  they  becompieheiidcd  under  the  notion  of  effcfts  prohibited  or 
contraband :  fo  that  all  cflech  and  nierchandifes  whirh  are  not  ex- 
prefbly  before  nr.nietl,  may,  uithout  any  exception,  and  in  perfeft 
liberty,  be  tranfportcd  by  the  fuhjec'ls  and  inhabitants  of  both  allies, 
from  and  to  places  belonging  to  the  enemy;  excepting  only,  the- 
places  which  at  the  fame  time  fliall  be  bt  fieged,  blocked  or  inveiled  ; 
and  thofe  places  only  lliall  l.'e  held  for  fuch,  which  are  furrounded 
nearly  by  fome  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Art.  XXV.  To  the  eiul  that  all  diriifion  and  quarrel  may  be 
avoided  and  picvented,  it  has  been  agreed,  that  in  cafe  one  of  the 
two  parties  hapjjens  to  be  at  war,  the  vcHels  belonging  to  the  fub- 
jccT:s  or  inhabiciinis  of  the  other  ally  Ihall  be  provided  with  fea-letter» 
oi  pallporti,  exprelling  the  name,  the  property,  and  the  burthen  of 
the  vciic',  as  alto  the  name  of  the  place  of  abode  of  the  malter  or 
conimander  of  the  faid  veiVel ;  to  the  end  that  tl.ereby  it  may  appear, 
th,;t  I'.i'.-  veil'.!  really  and  truly  belongs  to  fibjcfts  or  inhabitants  of 
one  of  the  ',)..r:i'-s ;  v. 'lieh  j)al]])orts  lliall  bs  drawn  and  dilbibuted 
according  to  the  form  rinnLxed  to  this  treat}'.  Each  tiine  that  the 
vellcl  i\:.'.\'i  ret'.:!!^,  ihe  lliould  b.ave  fuch  her  paliport  renewed  ;  or,  at 
leall,  they  ou';hr  not  to  be  of  more  ancient  date  than  two  years,  be- 
fore the  vcli  1. 1  !:a,s  bv.f!i  reriirned  to  her  own  country.  It  has  been 
alio  agreed,  t'r,.:c  fiu  ii  vtliuis  heln;:;  loaded,  ought  to  be  provided 
Uot  on'y  with  l\v.:  !ai;l  p:;n';joi;*  or  fui-h  iter:-,  but  r.'fo  with  a  general 
paH'port,  (jr  v.'ith  pnrti.niar  pallp.irtf,  or  manifcftj,  or  other  public 
tiocumcr'.;,  v.  I.:  Ii  aic  oi''ina:i''.\r!,ivfcn  to  veflcls  o'.itward  bounJ,  in 
the  po;t3  fio.u  V,  iviKf  the  veirio  have  fct  lail  in  the  lall  jdacc,  con- 
tai;-.  iJi;  a  f;v  ■  ilic  .rion  of  liie  i.ugo,  (>1  the  place  from  whence  the 
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lie  may  do  it  freely,  without,  however,  being  bound  to  do  it ;  and 
the  omiirion  of  fuch  exprelTion  cannot,  and  ought  not  to  caufe  ^ 
confifcation. 

Art.  XXVI.  If  the  veflcls  of  the  faid  fubjefts  r>r  inhabitants  of 
cither  of  the  parties,  fhiling  along  the  coafts,  or  on  the  Ingh  icas, 
are  met  by  a  veflel  of  war,  or  privateer,  or  other  arnu:d  vcflcl  of 
the  other  party  ;  the  faid  vefTcls  of  war,  privateers  or  armed  veffcl-;, 
for  avoiding  all  diforder,  fliall  remain  without  the  reach  of  cannon, 
but  may  fend  their  boats  on  board  the  merchant  veillls  which  thty 
fliall  meet  in  this  manner,  upon  which  they  may  not  pals  n^orc  ih:,ii 
two  or  three  men,  to  whom  the  mailer  or  commander  fliail  exhibit 
his  paflport,  containing  the  properly  of  the  vellcl,  .'iccording  to  ti:e 
form  annexed  to  this  treaty  :  and  the  vellL-l,  after  huv.ng  ejihibiicd 
fuch  a  paflport,  fea-letter,  and  other  documents,  fliall  he  free  to 
continue  her  voyage,  fo  that  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  to  niolcft  her,  or 
fearch  her,  in  any  manner,  nor  to  give  her  chacc,  nor  to  force  her 
to  alter  her  courfc. 

Art.  XXVII.  It  fliall  be  lawful  for  merchants,  captains,  and 
commanders  of  veflels,  whether  public  and  of  war,  or  private  and  of 
merchants,  belonging  to  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  or  any 
f)f  them,  or  to  their  fubjects  and  inhabitants,  to  take  freely  into  their 
fervice,  and  receive  on  board  of  their  veilels,  in  any  port  or  place  in 
the  jurifdiction  of  their  High  Mightinefies  afojcfaid,  feamen  or 
others,  natives  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  faid  States,  upon  fuch 
conditions  as  they  fliall  agree  on,  without  being  fubjeift,  for  this, 
to  any  nne,  penalty,  punifljment,  procefii  or  rcpreheufion  vvhatfo- 
cver. 

And  reciprocally,  all  merchants,  captains  and  ccm;  ".nders,  ber 
longing  to  the  faid  United  Netherlands,  fliaii  enjoy  iti  .:),U  the  ports 
and  places  under  the  obedience  of  the  faid  United  States  of  America, 
the  fame  privilege  of  engaging  and  receiving  fca.Tsen  or  other  -j  na- 
tives or  inhabitants  of  any  country  of  the  domi.vitiou  of  the  laicj 
States-General  :  provided,  that  neither  on  one  fule  nor  the  other, 
they  m^y  not  take  into  their  fervice  fuch  of  their  countrymen  who 
have  already  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  otlier  party  contracting, 
whether  in  war  or  trade,  and  whether  the  y  meet  them  by  land  or 
fea :  at  leaft,  if  the  captains  or  mafters  under  the  command  of  whom 
fuch  perfons  may  be  found,  will  not  of  their  own  confent  diP:harge 
them  from  their  fervice,  upon  pain  of  being  otherwife  tieatcd  lud 
puniflied  as  deferters. 
Vol.  IV.  P  Art, 
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Art.  XXVIIT.  The  affair  of  the  refraction  (liall  be  regiihited  ni 
•■•all  etjuily  and  jiifticc  by  the  magiilrates  of  cities  refpcftivcly,  vheve 
it  fhall  be  judged  that  there  is  any  room  to  complain  in  this  rcfpeft. 

Art.  XXIX.  The  prefcnt  tieaty  fliall  be  ratified  and  approved  by 
their  High  JNlightinclfes  the  States-General  of  the  United  Nethct- 
laiuls,  and  by  the  United  States  of  rvmerica;  and  the  a6ts  of  ratifica- 
tion fliall  be  delivered,  in  good  and  due  form,  on  one  fide  and  on 
the  other,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner,  if  poffible,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignatuve. 

In  faith  of  which,  we  the  deputies  and  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  Lords  the  States-General  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
and  the  miuifter  p'cnipotcntiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  virtue  of  our  refpeftive  authorities  and  full 
powers,  have  ligned  the  preient  treaty,  and  appofed 
thereto  the  feals  of  our  arms. 
Done  at  the  Hague,  the  eighth  of  October,  one  thoufaud 
fevcn  hundred  and  eighty-two. 


(L.S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 
(L.S.) 

(L.  S.) 


GEORGE  VAN  RANDWYCK, 

B.  V.  SANTHEUVEL, 

P.  VAN  BLEISVVYK, 

W.  C.  H.  VAN  LYNDEN\ 

D.  J.  VAN  HEECKKRLN, 

JOAN  VAN  RUFIELER, 

T,  G.  VAN  DEDEM,  (Tot  den  Geldei ) 

H.  T.  JASSENS, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


THE  FORM  of  lie  PdJJporf  Kvhich  Jhall  he  given  to  /hips  and  vcffeh^ 
i?i  cflfifcqi  ence  of  the  t-Mcn*y -fifth  article  of  this  treaty. 

To  all  who  fliall  fee  thcfe  prcfents,  greeting  : 

BE  it  known,  thit  leave  and  permiffion  are  hereby  given  to     ■ 

mailer  or  commander  of  the  fnip  or 
yeffel  called  of  the  burthen  of  tuns,  ar 

theic.nboiitr,  lying  at  prefcn^  in  the  port  or  haven  of 
bound  for  a:id  hiden  with  todepnrt 

4ik1  p!9;eeJ  with  h"?  faid  fliip  01  vtflll  on  his  faid  voyage,  fuch  fliip 


t(i  vcjels 


\t  fnip  or 
ti),nsj,  or 

to  cleptirt 
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di*  vefTel  having  been  vifited,  and  the  faid  mafter  and  commander  - 
having  made  oath  before  the  pioper  olKcer,  tha^  the  faid  (hip  or 
vtHel  belongs  to  one  or  more  of  the  fubjeds,  people  or  inhabitants 
of  and  ro  him  or  them  only.     In  witnefa 

whereof  we  have  fubforibed  our  names  to  thefe  prcfents,  and  aliixcd' 
the  fcal  of  our  arms  thereto,  and  cauled  the  fame  to  bo  counterhgned 
\iy  at  this 

day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Clirift 

FOR^I  of  the  Certificate  ivhkh  Jhall  Ic  gk'cn  to  Jh'ips  or  'UcJJihf  in 
confcijuence  of  the  tvjctity-fifth  artide  of  this  treaty, 

WE 

magiftratcs  or  oflicers  of  the  cufioms  of  the  city  or 
do  certit'y  a'nd  attefl.  th^c  on  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

C  D.  of  pcrlonally  nppearcd  before 

us,  and  declared  by  folcmn  oath,  that  the  flilp  or  vellel  called 


port  of 


of 


tons  or  thereabouLs,  whereof 


of  is  at  prefent  mafter  or  commander, 

does  rightfully  and  properly  belong  to  him  or  them  only:  that  flie  is 
now  bound  from  the  city  or  port  of  -to  the  port  of 

laden  with  goods  and  merchandifes  hereunder  par- 
ticularly defcribed  and  enumerated,  as  follows : 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  figned  this  certificate,  and  fealed  i^ 
with  tlie  feal  of  our  office,  this  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Chrifl 

FORM  (f  the  Sea-Letler, 

MOST  Serene,  Serene,  Moft  Puiflant,  Puiirant,  High,  Illuftrious, 
Noble,  Honourable,  Venerable,  Wife  luid  ?rudeut,  Lords,  Empe- 
rors, Kings,  Republics,  Princes,  Dukes,  Karls,  Barons,  Lords,  Burgo- 
maflers,  Schepcns,  Counfellors,  as  alfo  Judges,  Oflicers,  Juiticiaries 
and  Regents  of  all  the  good  cities  and  places,  whether  ccclef;aitieai 
or  fecular,  who  lliall  fee  tiiefe  preff  nts,  or  hear  them  read.  . 

We,  Burgo-niafters  and  Regenis  of  the  city  of 
make  known,  that  the  mafter  of  appearing  before  us,- 

has  declared  upon  oath,  that  the  vefTel  called      ,'  of  the 

burthen  of  about  lafts,  which  he  at  prefent  navigates,  is  of 

the  Uait^d  Provjacgs,  and  that  no  fubjc^s  of  tU«  enemy  have  any 
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part  nr  portion  therein,  directly  nor  indiredly,  fo  may  God  Al- 
mighty hftlp  him.  And  as  wc  wifli  to  fee  the  faid  mafter  profpcr  in 
liis  huvful  aftairs,  mn-  prayer  is  to  all  the  before  mentioned,  and 
to  each  of  them  feparately,  where  the  faid  niaftcr  (hall  arrive  with 
flis  vclliri  and  cargo,  that  they  may  pleafe  to  receive  the  faid  mafter 
with  goodnefs,  and  to  treat  him  in  a  becoming  mnnner,  permitting 
liim,  upon  the  \ifual  toll  and  expenfes  in  pafling  and  rcpafling,  lo 
pafs,  navigate,  and  frequent  the  ports,  pafles  and  territories,  to  the 
end  to  tianfad  his  bulinefs  where  and  in  what  manner  \k  fliall  judge 
proper  :  whereof  we  fliall  be  willingly  indebted. 

In  vvitncfs  and  for  caufe  v/hereof,  we  affix  hereto  the  feal  of  this 
eity. 

(In  the  margin.) 
By  ordinance  of  the  Hi^h  ami  Mighty  LorJs  the  Stata-Gencrdl  of  thfi 

United  Ncthcrhuuh, 
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TREATY  or  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE 

t 
B  E  T  W  E  E  ^f 

Ills  MAJESTY  IHE  KINC;  OF  PRUSSIA,  AND  THE  THIRTIES 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


.IS  Majcfty  the  King  of  Prullla,  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, defiling  to  fix,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable  rji:.nncr,  the  ruit:; 
to  be  obferved  in  the  intercourfe  and  commerce  they  defire  to  efta- 
biifli  between  their  refpedive  countries,  his  Majefty  and  the  United 
States  have  judged,  that  the  faid  end  cannot  be  better  obtained  than 
by  taking  the  mod:  pcrfeft  equality  and  reciprocity  for  the  bafia  of 
their  agreement. 

With  this  view,  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruflia  has  nominated  and 
conftituted,  :*s  his  pi.  nipotentiary,  ihi.  Paron  Frederick  William  de 
Thulemeier,  hts  privy  counfcUorof  embafly  and  envoy  extraordinary, 
with  their  High  Mightinefles  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Netherlands :  and  the  United  States  have,  on  their  part,  given  full 
jBowcrs  to,  John  Adai^s,  Efq.  late  one  of  their  minifter*  pleni'potei). 
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iiary  for  negociating  a  peace,  heretofore  a  delegate  in  Congrefs  from 
the  State  of  Maflachnfetts,  and  chief  juftice  of  the  fame,  and  now 
ininifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
iclly;  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  late  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  tlio 
Court  of  Verfailles,  and  another  of  their  minillers  plenipotentiary 
for  negociating  a  peace;  and  Thomas  J etfcrfon,  heretofore  a  dcle- 
jjrito  in  Congrels  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  governor  of  the 
laid  State,  and  now  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Court  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majcfty,  which  refpedive  plenipo- 
tentiaries, after  having  exchan<;cd  their  full  powers,  and  on  mature 
<leliberation,  have  concluded,  fettled  and  ligned  the  following  ar- 
ticles : 

Article  I.  There  fliall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  iiniverfal  peace 
and  fmcere  friendfliip  between  his  RIajefty  the  King  of  PruHia,  his 
heirs,  fncccflbrs  and  fubjec^s,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  United  States 
of  America  and  their  citizens,  on  the  other,  without  exceptions  of 
pcrfons  or  places. 

Art.  II.  The  fubjec^s  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruflla  may 
frequent  all  the  coafts  and  countries  of  the  United  States  oT  America, 
and  refide  and  trade  there  in  all  forts  of  produce,  manufaftures  and 
merchandife  ;  and  fliall  pay  within  the  faid  United  States  no  other 
or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  whatfoever,  than  the  moll  favoured 
nations  are  or  fhall  be  obliged  to  pay;  and  they  fliall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  exem^itious  in  navigation  and  commerce, 
which  the  moft  favoured  nation  does  or  fhall  enjoy  ;  fubmitting 
themfelves,  neverthelefs,  to  the  laws  and  ulages  there  cftabliihtd, 
and  to  which  arc  fubmitted  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the 
citizens  and  fubjt<5ls  of  the  moft  favoured  nations. 

Art.  HI.  In  like  manner  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica may  frequent  all  the  coafts  and  countries  of  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  PrulTia,  and  refide  and  trade  there  in  all  forts  of  produce, 
;nanufa6lures  and  merchandife,  jnd  ftv.l!  pay  in  the  dominions  of 
nis  faid  Majefty,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  whatfo- 
evei",  than  the  moft  favoured  nation  is  or  fliall  be  obliged  to  pay  ; 
and  they  fliall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  in 
;iavigation  and  commerce,  which  the  moft  favoured  nation  does  or 
ihall  enjoy ;  fubmitting  themfelves  neverthelefs  to  the  laws  and 
ufages  there  eftabliftied,  -nd  to  which  are  fubmitted  the  fubjcds  of 
his  Majefty  the  king  of  PruiHa.  and  the  fubjc<5ts  and  citizens  of  th^ 
:noft  favoured  nations. 
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Art.  IV.  More  efpccially  each  party  ftiall  have  a  right  to  rairv 
their  own  produce,  nianufadures  and  mer^handiie,  in  their  own  or 
at.y  cjthcr  vclTl-ls  to  any  parts  ot  the  doiuiuions  of  the  other,  where 
it  Hull  be  lawiiil  lur  all  the  lul)jccb  01  citizens  of  that  other  freely 
to  purchalc  them  ;  and  thence  to  take  the  prodjce,  inaniifafturcs 
and  mcrch.nidile  of  the  other,  which  all  the  faid  citizens  or  fubjeiJtr. 
fhall  in  like  manner  be  free  to  fell  ihcm,  paying  in  both  cafes  fiich 
duties,  charges  and  fees  only,  as  are  or  Ihali  be  puid  by  the  moft  fa- 
voured nation.  Nevcrthelefs  the  iving  of  I'rullia  and  the  United 
States,  and  each  of  them,  referve  to  themfclvcs  the  right  wlicii.- 
any  nation  reftrains  the  tranfpoitation  of  merchandiie  to  the  velfcls 
of  the  country  of  which  it  is  the  growth  or  manufacture,  to  eftablilv 
againft  fuch  nation  retaliating  regulations  ;  and  alfo  the  right  to 
prohibit,  in  their  refpedtive  countries,  the  importation  and  exporta- 
tion of  all  merchandife  whatfoever,  when  reafons  of  ilate  Hiall  re* 
tjuirc  it.  In  thij  cafe,  the  fubjtcts  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  fliall  not  import  nor  export  the  merchandife  pro- 
hibited by  the  other  ;  but  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits 
any  other  nation  to  im])ort  or  export  the  fame  merchandife,  the  ci- 
tizens or  fubjedts  of  the  other  lliali  immediately  enjoy  the  fame 
liberty. 

Art.  V.  The  merchants,  commanders  of  veflels,  or  other  fubjec'is 
or  citizens  of  either  party,  fliall  not,  within  the  ports  or  jurifdidtion 
of  the  other,  be  forced  to  unload  any  fort  of  merchandife  into  any 
other  vtHclb ;  nor  to  receive  them  into  their  own,  nor  to  wait  fur 
their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  plcafe. 

Art.  \'l.  That  the  veflels  of*  either  party  loading  within  the  ports 
or  juiifdiction  of  the  other,  may  not  be  ufeleisly  haralfed  or  detained, 
it  is  agreed,  that  all  examinations  of  goods  retiun-ed  by  the  laws, 
flial'i  be  Hiadc  before  they  be  halen  on  board  the  veflel,  and  that 
there  fliall  be  no  examination  after  ;  nor  fhall  the  veflel  be  fearchedat 
any  time,  unlefs  articles  fliall  iiave  been  laden  therein  clandeftinely  and 
illigaiiy  ;  in  uliich  cafe  tlic  peilon  by  whofe  order  they  were  carried 
on  bo.ird.  or  vAio  '."'.iiied  tliem  wiLhout  order,  fliall  be  liable  to  the 
laws  of  the  land  i:i  which  he  is :  but  no  other  perfon  fliall  be  mo- 
leiccd,  nor  fliall  am  other  goods,  nor  the  veliel,  be  feifed  or  detained 
for  that  caulc. 

Art.  Vll.  Each  party  fliall  endeavour,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
powci ,  to  proteft  and  defend  all  vclTels  and  other  effei^ts  belonging 
to  the  citizens-  or  fubjccts  of  Uw  other,  v.hicij  lUaU  be  within  the 
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extent  of  their  jurlfdlAion,  by  fta  or  by  land  ;  and  fliall  life  all  their 
efforts  to  recover,  and  caufe  to  be  rcftored  to  their  right  owners, 
their  vefl'els  and  effei^s  which  fluill  be  taken  from  them  within  the 
extent  of  their  faid  jurifdidion. 

Art.  VIII.  The  veirds  of  the  fubjeif^s  or  citizens  of  cither  party, 
coming  on  any  coaft  belonging  to  the  other,  but  not  willing  to  enter 
into  port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to  unload  their 
cargoes  or  break  bulk,  fliall  have  liberty  to  depart,  and  to  purfue 
their  voyage  without  moleftation,  and  without  being  obliged  to  ren- 
der account  of  their  cargo,  or  to  pay  a'.iy  duties,  charges  or  fee* 
whatfoever,  except  thofc  eftabliflied  toT  velTels  entered  into  port, 
and  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  ot  the  port  itlelf,  or  of  other 
eftablifhments  for  the  iafety  and  convenience  of  navigators,  which 
duties,  charges  and  fees,  fliall  be  the  fame,  and  fliall  be  paid  on  the 
fame  footing,  as  in  the  cafe  of  fubjecl3  or  citizc;.»  i  f  the  country 
where  they  are  eftabliflied. 

Art.  IX.  When  any  veflcl  of  either  party  fliall  be  wrecked,  foun- 
dered, or  otherwife  damaged  on  the  coalb,  or  within  the  dominion 
ol"  the  otlier,  their  refpe6live  lubjifts  or  citizens  fliall  receive,  as 
well  for  themfelves  as  for  their  vefllls  and  eftedtb,  the  fame  alTiflance 
which  would  be  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  where  ths 
damage  happens,  and  fliall  pay  the  fame  chars^es  and  dues  only  as 
the  faid  inhabitants  would  be  fubject  to  pay  in  a  like  rale ;  and  if  the 
operations  of  repair  fliall  require  that  the  whole  or  any  i>art  of  tncir 
cargo  be  unladed,  they  fliall  pay  no  duties,  charges  or  fees,  on  the 
part  which  they  fliall  relade  and  cany  away.  The  ancient  and  bar- 
barous right  to  wrecks  of  the  fea  fliall  be  entirely  aboliihed  with 
refpeft  to  the  fubjeds  or  citizens  of  the  two  contraftinti;  parties. 

Art.  X.  The  citizens  or  fubjeits  of  each  party  fliall  hiivc  power 
to  difpofe  of  their  perfonal  goods  within  the  jnrifdiftion  ot  the  other, 
by  teflament,  donation  or  otherwife  ;  and  their  rejirefentatives,  being 
fuljjedts  or  citizens  ef  the  other  party,  Ihail  fucceed  to  their  laid 
perfonal  goods,  whether  by  teftameiu  or  ah  intejlato^  and  may  take 
j)oflc(rion  thereof,  either  by  themfelves,  or  by  others  aiding  for  them, 
and  difpofe  of  the  fame  at  their  will,  paying  fuch  duties  only  as  tlv; 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  wherein  the  faid  goods  are,  fliall  be  fub- 
icct  to  pay  in  like  cafes :  and  in  caie  of  the  abience  of  the  repre- 
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fli:ill  arife  among  fevcral  rl  jimanf;,  to  which  of  them  the  faid  goodb 
belong,  the  lame  fliall  he  decided  finally  by  :lie  laws  and  judges  of 
the  land  wherein  the  faid  goods  are.  And  where,  on  the  death  ot 
any  pcrfon  holding  real  cftatc  within  the  territories  of  the  one  party, 
futh  real  eftatc  would,  by  the  laws  of  t!ic  land,  defcend  on  a  citizen 
or  fubjctft  of  the  other,  were  he  uut  difqiialified  b)  alienage,  fuch 
iubjed  fliall  be  allowed  a  rcafonable  time  to  fell  the  fame,  and  to 
wirhdiaw  the  proceeds  without  molcfVaion,  auJ  exempt  from  nil 
rights  of  detraction  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  tlie  refpeftivc 
States.  Buf  this  article  fliall  not  derogate  in  any  n' -Miner  from  the 
force  of  the  laws  already  publiflied,  or  hereafter  to  be  publiftied,  h\ 
his  Majefty  the  King  ot  Pruffia,  to  prevent  the  emigration  of  hi. 
fnbjccis. 

Art.  XI.  The  moft  perfet't  freedom  of  confcicnce,  and  of  worfliip, 
is  granted  to  the  citizens  or  fubjei'ls  of  either  party,  within  the 
jurifdii^ion  of  the  other,  without  beiii',  liable  to  moleftation  in  th;u 
refpe(5t,  for  any  caufe  other  than  an  infult  011  the  religion  of  othei>. 
^loreovej,  wl.on  the  fiibjcct'i  or  citizens  of  the  one  party  fliall  dif 
within  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  other,  their  bodies  fliall  be  buried  ia 
the  \'.(  r.i\  burying  grounds,  or  other  decent  and  fuitable  places,  ar.i' 
llia'il  be  pr:>tefted  from  violation  or  dilturbance. 

Art.  Xil.  If  one  of  the  contrafting  parlies  fliould  be  engaged  in 
war  with  any  otirer  power,  the  free  intercouife  and  commerce  of  the 
fubjei'V,  or  citizens  of  the  party  remaining  neuter  with  the  belli- 
gt^ient  )K)wcrs  liiall  not  be  interrupted.  On  the  contrary,  in  that 
caie,  as  in.  full  peace,  the  vtiTels  of  the  pcutral  party  may  navigate 
freely  ro  and  from  the  ports,  and  on  the  coalls  of  the  bcUigertni 
parties,  free  vi  fli:ls  making  free  goods ;  ini'jmuch  that  all  things 
iliall  be  adjudged  free,  which  fliall  be  on  board  any  veflel  belonging, 
to  the  neutral  party,  although  fuch  things  belong  to  an  enemy  ot'tlu: 
other:  and  the  f;ime  freedom  fliall  be  extended  to  perfons  who  fh;iU 
be  on  board  a  free  vellcl,  although  they  fliould  be  enemies  to  the 
ctl^er  party,  unlefs  they  be  foldiers  in  the  aifrual  fervicc  of  fuch 
pni  my. 

Art.  XIII.  And  in  tiic  fame  cafe,  of  one  of  the  contracting  par- 
ries beinf;  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  pov.er,  to  prevent  all  the 
dirticultics  and  mifunderllandings  that  uUially  arife  refpecling  the 
fnerchandiie  heretofore  called  contraband,  fuch  a*  arms,  ammuni- 
tion and  military  flores  of  every  kind,  no  fuch  articles,  carried  in  the 
vc^Ii;ls,  or  by  the  fubjccts  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  parties,  to  the 
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enemies  of  the  other,  fliall  be  deemed  contraband,  fo  as  to  induce 
coniillation  or  condemnation  and  a  lofs  of  property  to  individuals 
NcverthelelV,  it  fliall  be  lawful  to  ftop  liich  voflcls  and  articles,  and 
to  detain  them  for  fiuh  length  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think  lie- 
icfinry,  to  prevent  the  iiiconvcnionce  or  damage  tiiat  niiglit  enfue 
t-om  their  proceeding,  |)aying,  however,  a  rcalbnable  conipenfation 
lor  the  lofs  fuch  arrcft  fl.all  occafion  to  the  proprietors:  and  it  fliall 
farther  be  allowed  to  ulct  in  the  lervioc  of  the  captors,  the  whole  nr 
any  part  of  the  military  llorcs  fo  detained,  paying  the  owners  the  full 
valueof  the  fame,  to  he  afcertained  by  the  current  price  at  the  place 
oi'  its  deftination.  But  in  the  cafe  fup[)ofeil,  ot  a  veliel  flopped  for 
articles  heretotoie  deemed  coiUt  iband,  if  the  mailer  of  the  vefl'el 
flopped  will  deliver  out  the  goods  luppofed  to  be  of  contraband  na- 
ture, he  Ihall  be  .idmitted  to  cio  it ;  and  the  vefl'el  fliall  not  in  that  cafe 
be  carried  into  any  port,  nor  further  detaiuoc,  mi  fliall  be  allowed  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage. 

XIV.  And  in  the  lame  cafe,  where  one  of  ihe  parties  is  engaged  in 
war  with  another  power,  that  the  veillls  of  the  neutral  party  may 
Uc  readily  and  cfitainly  known,  it  is  agreed,  that  they  fliall  be  pro- 
vided witii  fca  letters,  or  paflports,  which  fliall  cxprefs  the  name,  the 
property,  and  burden  of  the  vefl'el,  as  alio  the  name  and  duelling  of 
the  niatler  ;  which  pafl'poiti  fliall  be  n^adeout  in  good  and  due  form.-, 
to  be  fettled  by  conventions  between  the  parties,  whenever  occafions 
fliall  rajuire  ;  fliall  be  renewed  as  often  as  the  veflel  fliall  return  into 
jX)rt ;  and  fliall  be  exhibited,  whenever  required,  as  well  in  the  open 
fea  as  in  port.  But  if  the  faid  vtflcl  be  under  convoy  of  one  or  more 
vefTels  of  war,  belonging  to  the  neutral  party,  the  Ample  declaration 
(jf  the  orticer  commaniling  the  convoy,  that  llie  faid  vefl'el  belongs 
to  the  party  of  which  he  is,  fliall  be  confidered  as  t  flablifliing  the 
tai5f,  and  fltall  relieve  both  parties  from  the  troublp  of  further  exami- 
nation. 

XV.  And  to  prevent  entirely  all  diforder  and  violence  in  fvich 
cafes,  it  is  ftipulatetl,  that  when  the  v^fl'els  of  the  neutral  party,  fail- 
ing without  convoy,  fluiU  be  met  by  any  velfcl  of  war,  public  or 
private,  of  the  other  j)arty,  fuch  velfel  of  war  Ihall  not  ..pproacli 
within  cannot  fliot  oi  the  faid  neutral  vefl'el,  nor  fend  more  than  two 
or  three  men  in  their  boat  on  board  the  fame,  to  examine  her  fea 
letters  or  pafl'ports.  And  all  perfons  belonging  to  any  veflel  of  war, 
public  or  private,  who  fliall  molelt  or  injure,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, the  people,  vcfTels,  or  cfFefts  of  the  other  party,  fliall  be  re- 
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fponfiblc  in  their  peiibns  and  property,  for  damages  and  intereft  j 
fijfficient  ft;curity  for  which  fliall  be  given  by  all  cominandcrs  of  pri- 
vate  armed  veirds,  before  they  are  commilHoned. 

XVI.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  fubjeds  or  citizens  of  each  of  the  con- 
trading  parties,  their  vefleJs  and  efte6ls,  fliall  not  be  liable  to  any 
embargo  or  detention  on  the  part  of  the  other,  for  any  military  expe- 
clttion,  or  other  public  or  private  purpofe  whatfoever.  And  in  all 
cafes  of  feizure,  detention,  or  arreft,  for  debts  contrafted,  or  of- 
fences committed  by  any  citizen  or  fubje^l  of  the  one  party,  within 
the  jurifdidion  of  the  other,  the  fame  fliall  be  made  and  profecuted 
by  order  and  authority  of  law  only,  and  according  to  the  regular 
courfe  of  proceedings  ufual  in  fuch  cafes. 

XVII.  If  any  veflel  or  cffecu  of  the  neutral  power  be  taken  by  an 
enemy  of  the  other,  or  by  a  pirate,  and  retaken  by  the  other,  they 
fliall  be  brought  into  fome  port  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  delivered 
into  the  cuftody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  reftored  en- 
tire to  the  true  proprietor,  as  foon  as  due  proof  fliall  be  made  concern- 
ing the  property  thereof. 

XVIU.  If  the  citizens  or  fubjeds  of  either  party,  in  danger  fron^ 
tempefts,  pirates,  entmies,  or  other  accident,  fliall  take  refuge, 
with  their  vefl'elsor  etfeds,  within  the  harbours  or  jurifdidion  of  the 
other,  they  fliall  be  rf'-^ived,  proteded,  and  treated  with  humanity 
and  kindnefs,  and  fliall  be  permitted  to  fnrnifli  tliemfelves  at  reafon- 
able  prices  with  all  rcfrefliments,  provifions,  and  other  things  necef- 
fary  for  their  fuftenante,  health,  and  accommodation,  and  for  the  re- 
pair of  their  vefl^els. 

XIX.  The  vefl!els  of  war,  public  and  private,  of  both  parties,  fliall 
carry  freely  wherefocver  they  pleafe,  the  veflels  and  effcds  taken  from 
their  enemies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges,  or 
fees,  to  officeis  of  admiralty,  of  the  cuftoms,  or  any  others;  nor 
fliall  fuch  prizes  be  arrefted,  fearched,  or  put  under  legal  proccfs, 
when  they  come  to,  and  enter  the  ports  of  the  other  pariy  ;  but  may 
freely  be  carried  out  again  at  any  time,  by  their  captors,  to  the 
places  exprefled  in  their  commiflions,  which  the  commanding  officer 
of  fuch  vefl^els  fliall  be  obliged  to  fliew.  But  no  veflel  which  fliall  have 
made  prizes  on  the  fubjeds  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  the  King  of 
France,  fliall  have  a  right  of  afylum  in  the  ports  or  havens  of  the  fiud 
United  States :  and  if  any  fuch  be  forced  therein,  by  tempeft  or 
dangers  of  the  fea,  thev  fliall  be  obliged  depart  as  foon  as  poffible,  ac- 
cording 
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(Bording  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties  exifting  between  his  faid  Moft 
C-hriftian  Majelly  and  the  faid  United  States. 

XX.  No  citizen  or  fubjeft  of  either  of  ihc  contra£ling  parties  fliall 
H  take  from  any  power  with  which  the  other  may  be  at  war,  any  com- 

miffion  or  letter  of  marque  for  arming  any  veflfcl  to  aft  as  privateer 
againft  the  other,  on  pain  of  being  puniflied  as  a  pirate  ;  nor  fliall 
cither  party  hire,  lend,  or  give  any  jjart  of  their  naval  or  military 
force  to  the  enemy  of  the  other,  to  aid  them  oftenfively  or  defenfively 
againft  that  other. 

XXI.  If  the  two  contrafting  parties  fliould  be  engaged  in  a  war 
againft  a  common  enemy,  the  following  points  fliall  be  obferved  be- 
tween them : 

I  ft.  If  a  veflel  of  one  of  the  parties,  retaken  by  a  privateer  of  th« 
other,  fliall  not  have  been  in  pofleflion  ()f  the  enemy  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours,  ftie  fliall  be  reftored  to  the  firft  owner  for  one  third  of  the 
value  of  the  veflel  and  cargo :  but  if  flie  fliall  have  been  more  than 
twenty- four  hours  in  the  poflTeflion  of  the  enemy,  flie  fliall  belong 
wholly  to  the  recaptor.  2d.  If  in  the  fame  cafe  the  recapture  were 
by  a  public  veflel  of  war  of  one  party,  reftitution  fliall  be  made  to  the 
bwner  for  one  thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  the  veflel  and  cargo,  if 
flie  fliall  not  have  been  in  the  "pofleflion  of  the  enemy  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  and  one  tenth  ©f  the  faid  value  where  flie  fliall 
have  been  longer,  which  fums  fliall  be  diflributed  in  gratuities  to  the 
recaptors.  3d.  The  reftitution  in  the  cafes  aforefaid,  fliall  be  after 
due  proof  of  property,  and  furety  given  for  the  part  to  which  the  re- 
captors are  entitled.  4th.  The  vclfels  of  war,  public  and  private,  of 
the  two  parties,  fliall  be  reciprocally  admitted  with  their  prizes  into 
the  refpc6tive  ports  of  each  ;  but  the  fiiid  prizes  fliall  not  be  dif- 
charged  nor  fold  there,  until  their  legality  fliall  have  been  decided, 
according  to  the  liws  and  regulations  of  the  ftate  to  which  the  captor 
belongs,  but  by  the  judicatures  of  the  place  into  which  the  prize  fliall 
have  been  conduced.  5th.  It  fliall  be  free  to  each  party  to  make 
fuch  regulations  as  they  fliall  judge  neceflliry,  for  the  coniluft  oj 
their  refpeftive  veflels  of  war,  public  and  private,  relative  to 
the  veflels  which  they  fliall  take  and  carry  into  the  ports  of  the  two 
parties. 

XXII.  Where  the  parties  fiiall  have  a  cotnmon  enemy,  or  flisll 
both  be  neutral,  the  veflels  of  war  of  each  fliall  upon  all  occafiong 
take  under  their  protedion  the  veflels  of  the  other  going  the  lame 
courfe,  and  Ihall  defend  fuch  veflels  as  long  as  they  hold  the  lkm« 
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coiirfc,  againft  all  force  and  violence,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they 
ought  to  protcrt  and  defend  veifels  belonging  to  the  party  of  which 
they  arc. 

XXlir.  If  war  Ihoiild  arife  between  the  two  contrading  parties,. 
the  mercliants  of  either  coimtry,  then  refuling  in  the  other,  fliall  be 
allowed  to  remain  nine  months  to  collect  their  debts,  and  fettle  their 
affairs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off  all  their  effefts,  without 
moleftation  or  hindrance :  and  all  women  and  children,  fcholars  ol 
every  faculty,  cultivators  of  the  earth,  artifanf,  manufafturers,  and 
fiihermen,  unarmed  and  inhabiting  unfortified  towns,  villages  or 
places,  and  in  general  ah  others,  vvhofe  occupations  are  for  the  common 
fubfiftence  and  benefit  of  mankind,  fliall  be  allowed  to  continue  their 
refpeclivc  employments,  and  fliall  not  be  molefted  in  their  perfons ; 
nor  fliall  their  houfes  or  goods  be  burnt,  or  otherwife  deftroyed,  nor 
their  fields  wafl:ed  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy,  into  whofc 
power,  by  the  events  of  war,  they  may  happen  to  fall :  but  if  anv 
thing  be  neceflary  to  be  taken  from  them  for  the  ufe  of  fnch  armed 
force,  the  fame  fliall  be  paid  for  at  a  reafonabk'  pjice.  And  all  mer- 
chant and  trading  veflels  employed  in  exchanging  the  produds  of 
different  places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  neceflaries,  convenien- 
cies,  and  comforts  of  human  life  more  cafy  to  be  obtained,  and  more 
general,  fliall  be  allowed  to  paf's  free  and  unmolefted  :  and  neither  of 
the  contra6fing  parties  fliall  grant  or  ifliie  any  commilfion  to  any  pri- 
vate armed  vcilcls,  empowering  them  to  take  or  dellroy  luch  trading 
veflels,  or  interrupt  fuch  commerce. 

XXI\'.  And  to  prevent  the  deltrudion  of  prifoners  of  war,  by 
fcmling  thcrn  into  dillant  and  inclement  countries,  or  by  crowding 
lli'.'in  in  cloii.:  and  noxious  places,  the  two  contracting  parties  fo- 
lemnly  pledge  themfclves  to  each  other,  and  to  the  world,  that  they 
will  nor  adopt  any  fuch  practice  ;  that  neither  will  fend  the  prilbneirf 
'A  lioai  they  may  take  from  the  other,  into  the  Eaft-Indies,  or  any 
^ther  parts  of'  Afia  or  Africa,  but  that  they  ihail  be  placed  in  fome 
part  of  their  dominions  in  Europe  or  America,  in  whdlefome  fitua- 
rionfc ;  that  they  fhall  not  f)e  confined  in  dungeons,  prifon  fliips,  nor 
prilDn.-:,  ntir  be  put  into  irons,  nor  bound,  nor  otherwife  reftrained 
in  tlie  uff-  of  their  limbs ;  ^hat  the  ofticers  fliall  \^c  enlarged  on  their 
paroles  v.ithin  convenient  diflrifts,  and  have  comfortable fjuarters ; 
And  tlie  common  men  be  difpofed  in  cantonments,  open  and  extenfivc 
enough  for  air  and  excrcife,  and  lodged  in  barracks  as  roomy  and  as 
^yod  A6  are  provided  by  the  party  in  whofe  power  they  are,  for  theif 


>arties,  •• 
lall  be 
e  their 
vithout 
olars  ot 
;rs,  and 
ages  or 
:ommon 
lue  their 
perfons ; 
yed,  nor 
tto  whofc 
.It  if  any 
ch  arnaed 
d  all  mer- 
rodufts  ot 
;onvenien- 
and  more 
neither  oJ 
o  any  pii- 
;h  trading 


APPENDIX.      NO.    VI.  5J 

town  troops ;  that  the  officers  (liall  alfo  be  daily  fiirnifiied  by  the  party 
in  whofe  power  they  are,  with  as  many  rations,  and  of  the  fame  ar- 
ticles and  quality  as  are  allowed  by  them,  either  in  kind  or  commuta- 
tion, to  officers  of  equal  rank  in  their  own  army  ;  and  all  others  fliall 
be  daily  furnilhed  by  them  with  fuch  rations  as  they  allow  to  a  com. 
men  foidier  in  their  own  fervice,  the  value  whereof  Ihall  be  paid  by 
the  other  party,  on  mutual  adjuflment  of  accounts  for  the  fullenance 
of  prifoiicrs  at  the  clofe  of  the  war :  and  the  faid  accounts  fhall  not  ha 
mingled  with,  or  fct  off  ag.-iinil:  any  others,  nor  the  balances  due  oti 
them  be  withheld  as  a  fatisfaiftion  or  reprifal  for  any  other  article,  or 
for  any  other  caufe,  real  or  pretended,  whatever;    that  each  party 
lliall  be  allowed  to  keep  a  commilliuy  of  prifoners  of  their  own  ap- 
pointmcn'-,  with  every  Jejjarate  cantonment  of  prifoners  in  pofleffiori 
of  the  other  ;  which  commillhry  fliall  fee  the  priloncrs  as  often  as  he 
pleafes,  fliall  be  allowed  to  receive  and  diftribute  whatever  comforts 
may  be  fent  to  them  by  their  friends,  and  fhall  be  free  to  make  his  re- 
ports in  open  letters  to  thofe  who  employ  him  :  but  if  any  officer  ihall 
break  his  parole,  or  any  other  prifoner  Ihall  efcape  from  die  limics  of 
his  cantonment,  after  they  (luiU  have  been  dcfignatcd  to  him,  fuch 
individual  officer  or  other  prifoner  fliall  forfeit  ib  much  of  the  benefit 
of  this  article,  as  piovides  for  his  enlargement  on  paiole  or  canton- 
ment.    And  it  is  declared,  that  neither  the  pretence  tliit  war  diffolves 
all  treaties,  nor  any  other  whatever,  fliall  be  confidereil  as  aniiul'ing 
or  lufpending  this  and  the  next  preceding  article  ;  bur,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  ftate  of  war  is  precifely  that  for  which  they  are  provi- 
ded, and  during  which  they  are  to  be  as  facredly  obferved  as  the  moll 
acknowledged  articles  in  the  law  of  nature  or  nations. 

XXV.  The  two  contradling  parties  grant  to  each  other  the  liberty 
of  having  eacii  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  confuls,  vic:e-confuIs,  agents, 
and  commiflaries  of  their  own  appointment,  whofe  functions  fliall  be 
regulated  by  particular  agreement,  whenever  either  party  fliall  choofe 
to  make  fuch  appointment ;  but  if  any  fuch  coni'uls  fliall  exercife 
commerce,  they  fhall  be  fubmitted  to  the  fame  laws  and  ufages  to 
which  the  private  individuals  of  their  nation  are  fubmitted  in  the  fame 
place. 

XXVI.  If  either  party  (hall  hereafter  grant  to  any  other  nation, 
any  particular  favour  in  navigation  or  commerce,  it  fhall  immedi- 
ately become  common  to  the  other  party — freely,  where  it  is  freely 
granted,  to  fuch  other  nation — or  ou  yielding  the  compenfation, 
where  fuch  nation  does  the  fame. 
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XXVII.  His  Mnjefty  the  King  of  Pruflla,  and  the  United  Statef 
oi  America,  agree  that  this  treaty  Ihall  be  in  force  during  the  term  of 
ten  years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications :  and  if  the  expiration  of 
that  term  fliould  happen  during  the  courle  of  a  war  between  them, 
then  tiie  articles  before  provided  for  the  regulation  of  their  condiKH: 
during  inch  a  war,  fliall  continue  in  force  until  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  which  Ihall  re-eftablifli  peace  ;  and  that  this  treaty  (hall  be  ra- 
tified on  both  iidcs,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  within  one  year 
from  the  day  of  its  fi^naturc. 

In  telHmoiiy  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  before-mentioned  have 
hereto  fublci  ibed  their  names  and  aflixed  their  feals,  at  the  places  of 
their  refpcftive  refidence,  and  at  the  dates  exprefled  under  their  feve* 
ral  fio-natures. 

F.  G.  de  Thulamcr^  a  la  Hague,  le  lo  Septembre,  1785.  (L.  S.) 
(L.  S.)  (L.  S.)  (L.S.) 

T.  JEFFERSON.  B.  FRANKLIN.         J.  ADAMS. 

Paris,  July  z8,  Pafiy,  July  9,        London,  Aug.  5^ 

1785.  1785.  1785, 
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j^BINGDONt  town  of,  defcribed,  iii. 

u^horiginal  Amcunf  dcfcribcd,  iv.  222 
^tademies,  Colleges    and   Univerfities  :—. 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences, ii.  1 7 J. — Dunmore  Academy, 
178. — Pliillipi's  Academy,  ib. — Lei- 
cefter  academy,   179 — Havard  uuiver- 
fity,    180 — Rhodc-llland  college,  237 
— Yale  college,  in  Conne-Jticur,  272 — 
King's    or    Columbia  college,    New- 
York,   341 — Clinton  academy,  343— 
College  at  Princeton,  New-Jerfey,  383 
Q^ueen's  college,  at  Brunfwick,  Ncw- 
Jerfcy,   384 — Univeifity  of  Pcnnfyl- 
vania,  443 — College  and  Academy  of 
Philadelphia,  ib. — Dickinfon's  college 
in  Pennfylvania,  ib. — Franklin's  col- 
lege at  Lancafter,  in  Pennfylvania,  444 
•—Wafhington  college  in  Maryland,  iii. 
44 — St.  John's  college  at  Annapolis,  ib. 
Cokelbury  college,  Maryland,    45  -~ 
College  of  William  and  Mary,  in  Vir- 
ginia, 113 — Univerfity  of  North-Ca- 
rolina,  213 — College  at  Charlcfton, 

256— College  at  Winfborough,   ib 

College  at  Cambridge,  ib. — Univerfity 
of  Georgia,  277 
Advantages  which  the  United  States  pof- 

fefs  over  Europe  pointed  out,  iii.  281 
Agamenticus,  a  mountain  in  New-Hamp- 

ihire,  dcfcribed,  ii.  63 
Alatamalia  river,  defcri bed,  iii.  264 
Albany,  city  of,  dcfcribed,  ii.  320 
Alexandria,  town  of,  dcfcribed,  iii.  97 
Algonquin  woman,  anecdote  of,  i.  107 
Allegany  mountains,  defcribed,  i.  2«o 
»  I  river,  defcribed,  i.  191 

Attum,  found  in  Ncw-Hamp(hire,  ii.  90 
Amaxonia,  country  of,  defcribed,  iv.  2ii 
America,  continent  of,  fuppofed  to  be  im- 
perfe^l/  known  to  the  aucicntt,  i.  i<-« 


Pretenfions  of  the  Welch  to  the  firft 
diicovery  of  examined,  ib,  —  Firft 
difcovered  by  Chriftopher  Columbus, 

55. — General    dcfcription    of,    79 

Boundaries   and  extent,    divided    inta 
North  and  South  continent,  ib. — Cli- 
mate, ib. — why  fo  materially  different 
from  that  of    th«   old   continent  ac- 
counted for,  80. — Extreme  malignity 
of,   inferred  by  de  Paw  and  Buffon,  8j 
— The  contiary  dcmonflraled  by  Cla- 
vigcro,  ib.  ^  fi^. — Aborigines  of,  de« 
fciibed  by  UUoa,    89,  is  feq.  —  Ex- 
tremely fond  of  painting  their  bodies, 
9c — Their  infenTibility  to  bodily  pain 
inflauced,  92 — Their  drefs,  93— Sin- 
gular manner  of  trying  the  fortitude  of 
their  your^j   t'licfs,  ib, — Manners  and 
cuftoms,  94 — Government,  95 — Man- 
ner of  conducing  their  public  bufinefs, 
g6 — Belts  of  Wampum,  ufc  of,  ib,-^ 
War  and  hunting  their  principal  em- 
ployment, 97 — Their  wars,  how  con- 
duced, ib,  —  Their   military  enfigns, 
drefs,  &c.  98 — iTheir  extraordinary  vi- 
gilance in  war,  99— Difcover  aftonifh- 
ing  acutenefs  in  tracing  an  enemy,  ib. 
— The  ferocity  with  which  they  con- 

duft  their  battles,  ib Their  ftrong 

paflion  for  liberty,  105 — Their  con- 
troverfies,  how  decided,  ib, — Murder, 
how  punilhed,  ib, — Their  longevity, 
to6 — Reflexions  caft  upon  them  by 
de  Paw  and  others,  examined  and  re- 
futed, 107,  dffef. — How  firft  peopled, 
144 — Produftions  of,  156— Animals 
of,  enumeraitd,  124 — Compared  with 
thofe  of  the  old  continent,  125,  &feq, 
Ame'int,  North,  when  firft  difcovered,  i. 

157 — And    fettled,    ib.    Sf  Jej Ici 

boundaries,  extent,  bays,  founds,  ftraits, 
and  idands,  172 — Divifions,  174 
America,  South,  view  of,  iv.  xi8 
America,   United  Stats»  of,  their 
H  fituation 


''cn 


!:!!■ 
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fitiistion,  fXfrnt  and  boundaries,  i.  175 
Grand  divifions,   ii.  i — I,akcs  anJ  ri- 
vers, i.  178 — Bays,  i()4 — Face  of  tlic 
CDuntry,  iq8— •Mountains,  199 — Soil 
and   vcj^rtable   produftions,   201 — Po- 
piil.ition,  :c2 — Clurj£tcr  nnd  m^nncis 
of  its  inhabitant;,  204 — Government, 
209 — CotUiitiition,    210 — PubUt  ex- 
penditure,   j^f( — Finances,  252 — So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati,  260 — Ag,ri- 
ci'.liure,   265 — Commerce,   i(i(> — tx- 
jxirts,    270  —  Duties,   276 — Man\if:ii.- 
rures,    293  —  Bank,    36;^  —  Militniy 
ftrcngth,  364 — Naval  ftrcngtli,  3')  5 — 
Religion,  366 — Revolutiim,  liii^ory  of 
its  tifc,  pr-j^rcfs  and  cltablilhmcnr,  595 
—Sketch  of  events  wliich  preceded  rhs 
revolution,   395,   &f  ffj. — Stamp  ait, 
428 — DiftuibanccatBolioti  and  Rliod'-- 
llltnd,  43 5  —  Con^rcfs  cliofen,  43H  — 
Stamp  aft   repealed,  441 — Tea  fci/.fd 
at  Bofton,  458— Fiift  meeting  of  Cun- 
grcfs,  46;} — Piildilh    a   declaration   of 
rii;htf,  ik — BolVou   neck  fortiticd   i)y 
Gen.   Gai;e,  469 — Aiflion  at  Lexing- 
ton ami  Concord,  473 — Battle  of  Hun- 
ker's hill,  48^ — VVafhington  appointed 
Commander  in  clucf   of  the  American 
army,  4r)3--Exp?diiion   into  Ca.iaui, 
th. — Anieiicans  defeat  Gen.  Carlcton, 
494 — Unfiicccr^ful  attack  on  Qu:!-oc, 
496 — Death    of    Montgomery,    ib--~ 
Bofton  evacuated   by    the  Britilh,  500 
— Americans  declare  themfclvcs  in^c- 
pcndcnt,    504 — Declaration,  i''. — Un- 
l\iccef:ful  attack  by  the  Bri/ilh,  51 1 — 
Arrival   of   Conimiirmners  from  Er.g- 
land,    51:;  —  AnjOiica'.is    defeated     at 
Staten  illand,  1;  14 — \i  ttlc  "f  tlie  White 
plainF,  p  - — Philailclphia  taken  hv  tlic 
Biitilh,     525  —  Aflion    at    Grrinan- 
town,  i;24 — Caprure  of  Bnr^oync  and 
his  army  at  Saratoga,  531 — Treaty  of 
alliance  between  Piaucc  and  the  Ame- 
ricans,   5^2 — Philadclpiiia  evacua:cd 
hy   the  Britilh,    535 — French  llect  ar- 
rives on  the  coalt  of  Virginia,    5-^6 — 
Charlcfton  taken   by   the  Britilh,  ';4S 
-—Reinforcements   of  (hips  and  troops 
arrive  from  France,  5!;3 — Arnold  be- 
trays and  dcferts  the  Americans,  556 
— Execution   of  Major   Andre,   ib. — 
Americans  defeated  at  Guildford,   563 
— Aftion    Letwcen    the    Britilh   and 
French  fleets,  570 — Surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis  and   his  army   at  York-town, 
571— Trra"y   of  peace  between  Ens^- 
land  and  the  United  States,  572 — Ter- 
mination  of  the  war,  573 — Tranfac- 
tions  after  the  peace,  574 — Conttitutioiv 
of  the  United  States  ratified  by  a  large 
tMpnty  of   the  States,  587  —  New 
Cktogrcfs  elcAcd)  /i.-~-Cc&eral  VVa(h« 


injton  chofen  P,cfiJcnt  of  the  UtiitfJ 
State-,  588 
^')me)icanfy  Federal,  character  and  manners 

of.  i.  204 
j-lmnig'i  Vtffucd  pu'  lifhts  the  firfl  writ- 
ten  account   of  tlie   new    world,    and 
litnce  gave  name  to  Ameiica,  i,  61 
j^tijirjcojgi)!  ri\cr',  dclcrlLcd,  ii.  9 
^4':i»iuii  of  America,  compared  with  thofe 

of  Europe,  i.  25 
j^nnjpolii,  city  of,  iii.  38 
^•litigtuty  illand  uf,  difcrihed,  iv.  2^2 
AppMiiati'j\  river,  dcfcrihcd,  iii.  79 
j4u<f.ijla,  town  of,  dcfcribcd,  iii.  27  I 
y/so  1 1,  iholc  iflnnds  tiift  dilcuveied  by  thf 
Poitugncfi,  i.  15 


B. 


Bufijmu  iflands,  defcribed,  iv.  292 

BultiiKO'c,  in  Maryland,  defcribed,  iii.  3S 

Bjplijh,  account  of,  i.  37^ 

Baibuikciy  ifland  of,  defcribed,  iv.  243 

Ihiibuda,  illand  of,  defcribed,  iv.  283 

Bi:aii'^oit,  town  of,  iii.  247 

Bdkiuip,  Mr.  his  defcription  of  the  White 

mountains,  ii.  66 
Bennu.iiifO:  Somnier's  iflands,  defcribed, 

iv.  285 
Btthuifw^  town  of,  ii.  436 
Btttciing-louft-,  or  Quaker's  hofpital,  ac- 
count of,  ii.  419 
Biidi  of  America,  enumerated,  iv.  38* 
BLuk  river,  dclcribcd,  ii.  300 
Bones,  fuppofcd  to  be  thofc  of  the  mam- 

moth,  found   iii.  i  37 
B'l'/urt  river,  defcribtd,  ii.  300 
Bujion,  city  of,  defer  bed,  ii.  140 
Br.iiiJvivi'ie,  corn  mills  at,  defcribed,  ii, 

466 
Br.i/il,  defcribed,  iv.  204 
BiiJgi,  natural,  a  fingul.ir  one  defcribed, 

ii.  172 
Biij,'ot,  M.  his  account  of  the  Betterir.j;- 

houfc  at  Philadelphia,  ii.  425 
Biijhl,  town  of,  defcribed,  ii.  230 
Britijl}  fcttlements  in  America,  hiflory  of 

the,  iv.  1 
Britilh  IVtji-Indies,  defcribed,  iv.  233 
Brunf'jjick,  city  of,  dcfcribcd,  iii.  372 

— — town  of,  defcribed,  ib. 

Burlington,  city  of,  dcfcribcd,  ii.  371 


Cahot,  John,  fent  on  a  voyage  of  difco- 

vtry  by  Henry  VII.  i.  157 
— —  Scbaftian,  explores  the  coaft  of  Bra- 

fil,  i.  158. 
Criira/,  Al\"ercz,  a  Portuguefc  commander, 

dlTcovcrs  the  coaA  uf  Brafil,  i.  63 
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^age  of  ilifco- 

;  coaft  of  Bra- 

fc  commandsr, 
J,  i.  63 


C.il/forvui,  defcrilird,  iv.  107, 
Cii/vinijli,  account,  i.  ^83  ^ 
CiiinbtiAgc,  in  Mafi'achuictt';,  defc.ibeJ,  ii. 

«45 

Cambilfi,  dcfcribcl,  iii,  249 

Cunadiif  iipp<.T  and  lower  provinces  of,  do 
fcribcd,  iv.  2 — Situation,  rxtciic  and 
bnundaric;,  ib. — Ail  .md  cliinntc,  3 — 
Hiilon,'  of  its  fcitlnnent,  .•/'.— F.ict  of 
the  country,  prndu'c,  &c.  5 — Piinci- 
pal  fo'.vns,  7 — P.-ipubtion,  religion  am' 
trade,  8 — Govcinment,  i" 

C:ipt  Hrct'jt,  Ifl.ind  of,  dcfcribcd,  iv.  12 

CnpeC.ol,  drfcribed,  ii.  r;r) 

Cntrey,  Dr.  Ills  account  of  the  malignant 
fever  nt  PiiiLidi  IpM.i,  ii.  42; 

Carli/lcy    in    Pcnnfyhania,  dcfcril)cd,  ii. 

Cirf/intrcna,  province  of,  dcfcri'.cil,  iv.  t^j 
Carolin.i,    North   and   South.      See    North 

and  SqiiIi  Cniol nti. 
CiiretT.  remarkable,  in  New-Hamp!hirc, 

dcrciibcd,  ii.  87 
Ciiycni.-y  dcfc'ii>rd,  iv.  ;  i  ^ 
Ch,vlcJ}n,iy  in  Mr.lTarhufctts,  defcribcd,  ii. 

145 

. South.-Cnrolina,  dcfcribcd,  iii. 

247 
Chtf.ififnk  bay,  dcfcription  of,  iii.  1 '5-195 
Chich.ihce  mo'intnin,  dcfcrikd,  ii.  5 
Chii:,  hiftory  of,  iv.  162 
Cli'yjiahf  found    in   Ncw-Hamplhiie,   ii. 

00 

CinciriKTt!,  focictv  of,  i.  2C0 

CLtT  ipc:o.,  Abbi',  I'.is  itfutation  of  the 
mifrcprefetit.itioRS  of  dc  Pav.-  concerning 
the  Americans,  i,  i ! ;?,  c£7  Jl^, 

Ctiutiite  of  Amerin.  i   70 

— of  the  United   States.      Sec   the 

diffrrci't  States 

C.edfjrery,  how  carrlci'  "n,  ii.  116 

'''o'Kmbia,  territory  of,  iii.  67 
— — —  towr.  of,  iii.  24(j 

Columbus,  Chriftophcr.  birth  and  educa- 
tion of,  i.  4 — His  Curly  voy.-ges,  //'. — 
marries  and  fcttirs  at  Lilbon,  5 — His 
geographical  rcflocf^ions,  ih — Conceives 
the  idcn  of  niakin'j  difc  ;vcries  to  the 
wdtward,  7 — O'.fers  hi^  Tcr'.  ices  to  the 
Gcnocfc  fcnr.te,  who  reject  tlcm,  S — 
Gaufc  of  his  overtures  Iv-ing  re- 
jcc'^cd  in  Portu;;nl.  9  —  Applies  to 
the  cciiris  of  CnlHIc  and  Fnf^lmd,  xo 
— His  propofal,  iiow  treated  bv  the 
Spunilh  'leogriipl'.ers,  11 — Ispatronifcd 
bv  \M^x\  Per'-z,  i ;? — His  p-opo'als 
apain  rcie<fkd,  14 — Is  invited  by  Ifa- 
bclla,  and  <.nnMr/f'  in  the  .'^p'niih  I'er- 
vice,  1 " — Preparations  for  his  voy-;rc, 
t6 — The  :muint  of  his  cq'iipmotit, 
17 — Sails  f.om  Fp'.in,  I^S— His  vi- 
gilant attention  to  all  cir>  iirnft'"iccs 
dvifing  his  voy^ige,  19 — Appreiieiifi  ti 


-His  .ndihcfs  in  quler- 
,   22 — IndicJtioii:    of 


of  his  crew,  j  i- 

in:;  their  tal,al 
their  approitiiing  Ian.',  2-5 — An  \\hr\\ 
liifcovered,  ib. — He  lands,  24-  -Hi;,  in- 
terview with  the  natives,  ib. — Nanus 
the  ifland  Sun  ,V,j//.v)./o>,  25 — Profecutcs 
his  difcoveric  fouthward,  26 — Dii  o- 
vers  and  lands  on  tlu*  ilLuul  of  Cu'  a,  ''. 
— Difcovcrs  Hil'paiiiola,  2S  —  Su'^iis 
ihipv;rerk,  but  is  faved  by  tlie  Indi.ni'^, 
20 — Kiiilils  .1  fort,  32 — Retiiiii  \<> 
F,uro|x',  33— His  oxi-edient  to  prtftrve 
the  niemoiv  of  his  ilifcovcries  duiin^ 
a  florni,  34 — Aniver,  at  the  A.-nrc, 
3; — ,\rrive5  at  Lilbon,  1,(1 — Hi',  re- 
ception in  Spiin,  //'. — His  audicn  c 
with  Ferdinand  and  Ifibella,  37 — His 
tquipment  for  a  fecond  voyage,  39 — 
Hifcovri-s  the  Caribiiec  illands,  40 — 
Finis  his  ctjlonv  on  Hifpaniola  d  •- 
Orovcd,  41 — Guilds  ,1  city,  which  he 
calls  Fra!>clla,  41 — Vilits  the  intciior 
part  of  the  country,  4^ — HI;  men  dif- 
c.inten'.."d  and  fa(fli"us,  44 — Difcovers 
the  i:'.!nd   of  Jarn.iica,  4^ — Meets  his 

brother  IJartb.oIomcw  :it  Ifabe'la,  ib 

The  natives  ill-ut'cd  by  his  mcD,  and 
le.in  to  be  alarmed,  4.6 — He  defeats 
the  liuli  .nr,  4'' — Exai.'^fs  tribute  from 
tliem,  ih. — Returns  to  Spain  ro  iuftify 
his  conduft,  51 — Is  furnilhcd  with  a 
mote  regular  plan  of  colonization,  51 
—His  third  voynpe,  5.^ — Dilbwers  the 
idand  of  Trinidad,  il). — Difwovcis  the 
continent  of  America,  56  —  State  of 
Hil'panlola  on  his  arrival,  ib — Com- 
pofes  the  mutinv  of  Roldnn  and  his  atl- 
hcrcn's,  ;*? — Lsdiflreficd  bv  the  fi-rtious 
behaviour  of  his  men,  64 — Complaints 
carried  to  Spain  againft  bin;,  ib. — Is 
fcnt  home  in  irons,  66 — Clears  his 
conduft,  liut  is  n't  reforcd  to  h'  au- 
thority, 67  —  His  folicitatinns  riC  ,< 
Icc^^t'.'d,  69 — Forms  new  fcliemesof  dii'- 
coverv,  70 — Engages  i  n  a  fourth  voyage, 
7 1 — Hi'  tre  itmenc  at  Hifpini  d.T.  ib. — 
Searches  after  a  pafTagc  to  the  Indian 
oc'an,  72 — Is  ihip'.vreckcd  on  the  coaft 
of  [amaicn,  7^ — His  artifice  to  fccurc 
thn  friendlhlp  of  the  Indians,  75 — Is 
delivered,  76 — A'ld  arrives  at  Hifpa- 
paniola,  77 — Rcturt»s  to  Spain,  ib. — . 
His  d(-arh,  78 

Cc'mtil'iis,  Rarho^nmrw,  is  fcnt  bv  his 
brother  ChriC^oplier  to  negociate  v  JtU 
Henrv  Vn.  King  of  England,  i.  10 — 
the  misfortunes  of  his  vovrige,  xr. — 
Follows  l.i'i  brother  to  Hifnaniolr",  4-: 
— Is  vcPed  with  the  admini(^rat"on  o" 
.iffalrs  there  by  his  brother  on  Ms  i' - 
turn  to  Spain,  ji^Foun-^s  the  town  'ii 
St.  DorTiini;o.  z.(s 

Cc'i'tf'if  of  the  U'litel  Stages,  v.  ?.(>(' 
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ConeeriJ,  town  of,  in  Ncw-Harnp(hiic,  ii. 

'       town  of,  in  MaffachMlii  •,  li.  146 

Con^K^iitio'iti'i/l,,  r  >;ount  "f,  i.  '^'/ 
ConnccUrtit,    Stat'  ut,   it'  fuuatir      txtcnt 
and  bounilir'.  s,  ii.  ?  ,3 — Air  u...'  cli- 
mate, ih. — Fate  "t    the   coiMtrv,  f.a- 
coalh,  &c.  156 — .-(.11  uIaI  pioiluiillon?, 
25?!  —  Civil    divif.  ..V-,   2^9 — Ctiirf 
towns  and  Liiriodtics,  ./' —  J'npula  ion, 
165 — Rclii;in'>   and  <liai    ',k:,   267— 
Tr.'.j^  ,i!ui  in  !■  liLif^iirc:,  270 — Learn- 
ing",   a.1.1    luo. ..:ii;'.-,    271 — Iiivciitions 
anJ  !mph.\  .■rncni';,  274-  -C.jntiitutiiMis 
and  cou.tsof  iuflicc,  275 — Piailicc  of 
law,  278 — Mode  of  levying  taxes,  279 
C'!»ricfJuut  rivrr,  dcfciibcd,  ii.  1 1 
Conjiiiutinn  of  the  L'.utfJ  States,  i.  5^7 
Conflitutiotn  ot   the  diiVeieiU   Slates.     See 

the  diirerc'it  States 
Convcnt'inn  between  France  and  America, 

iv.  Appendix 
Copper  mine  at  New-Biunfwick,  account 

of,  ii,  3f.8 
Cu!)a,  i'Lnid  of,  difcovcred  by  Columbus, 

i.  26 — Defcribcd,  iv.  297 
CuraJ/buf  ifland  of,  dcfcribed,  iv.  528 


Danlfh  IVeJl'IiidUs,  dcfcribed,  iv,  330 
Dorien,  iilhmus  of,  dcfcribed,  iv.  119— 
attempted  to  be  fettled  by  the  Scotch 
vnder  Paterfon,  1 20 
Dartmouth  college,  ii.  izr 
Delaware,  State  of,  its  fituation,  extent 
and  boundaries,  ii.  461 — Face  of  the 
country,   foil   and   produAions,  ib, — 
Civil  divifions,  463 — Chief  towns,  ib. 
—Population,   465 — Religion,    ih. — 
Trade  and  manufadlures,  466 — Public 
improvements,  468 — Conftitution>  ib, 
Delaware  river,  dcfcribed,  ii.  301 
— — —  bay,  defcribcd,  i.  1 95 
Dejtada,  ifland  of,  defcribcd,  iv.  320 
J>/f/l's  river,  defcribcd,  iii.  127 
Difeajes  prevalent  in  the  United  States,  iii. 

570 
Dotuingo,     Sec  St.  Domingo 
Dominica,  ifland  of,  dcfcribed,  iv.  267 
Dover,  town  of,  dcfcribed,  ii.  463 
Drowned  lands,  dcfcril)cd,  ii.  304 
Dutci  Weft-Indies,  defcribcd,  iv.  327 
Poflfeflions  in   South-America,  dc- 
fcribed, iv,  216 
— —  Reformed  church,  i.  372 
Duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  enumerated,  i.  276 


lldentotf  town  of,  defcribcd,  iii.  301 


Elkton,  town  of,  dcfcribed,  iii.  4* 
F.ii:horn  river,  defcribcd,  iii.  127 
Eim^ration,  motives  to,  iii.  299 
hmiynitdn,   what   clafi  of,   likely  to  find 

it  their  intcrcft  to  fix  their  relidence  in 

the  United  States,  iii,  327 
F.ypnts  from  M-iflfacliiifctts.     Sec  Maffa- 

ehufetts 
Exeter,  town  of,  defcribcd,  ii.  92 


F. 


Fa/h  of  Zt.  Anthony,  i.  188 
— -  of  N'iap.aia,  i.  103 
— —  of  Oiiiopyle,  ii.  397 
F.i'.-tlcviile,  town  of,  dtfcrii-ed,  iii.  204 
Ff-jcr,  mali.:;nant,  at  I'liilaJtlphia,  account 

of,  ii.  4?, 5 
Filh  of  N.  America,  dcfcribed,  iv,  410 
ILtx,  on  the  culture  of,  iii.  440 
Florida,  Eaft  and  Weft,  defciibcd,  iv.  65 
Flonuering  trees,  enumerated,  iii.  391 
ForeJ}  trees,  cnumcr.ited,  iii.  380 
Franklin,  Dr.  his  anecdotes  of  the  Indians, 

i-  134 
Freda ickjhurgh,  town  of,  defcribcd,  lii.  98 

Fredeiick  town,  defcribcd,  iii.  40 
Frederica,  town  of,  4efcribed,  iii.  272 
French  poffcfTions  in  South-America,  de- 

firibed,  iv.  213 
■  -..  ■  -  Weft-Indies,  dcfcribed,  iv.  309 
Prw/Vj,  exotic,  enumerated,  iii.  396 
— —  nut,  enumerated,  iii.  396 


^       G. 

Garge'town,  in  Maryland,  defcribcd,  iii. 

39 

— -  in  South-Carolina,  dcfcribed, 

iii.  248 
Georgia,  State  of,  its  fituation,  extent  and 
boundaries,   iii.    262 — Climate,  ib. — • 
Face  of  the  country,  263 — Soil,  pro- 
duftions,  &c.  267 — Remaritable  fpring, 
270 — Civil  divifions,  ib. — Chief  towns, 
471 — Population,   273 — Religion  and 
chara£ter,  274 — Trade  and  manufac- 
tures, 276 — State  of  literature,  277 — 
Conftitution,  278 — Indians,  ib. 
German  Lutherans,  account  of,  i.  383 
Gniffis,  cultivated,  lift  of,  iii.  400 

native,  lift  of,  ib. 

Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  iflands  01"," 
defcribcd,  iv.  25^ 

— ■ New,     See  New-Grenada 

Green/and  Weft,  dcfcribed,  iv.  47 

— — Eaft,  defcribcd,  iv.  61 

Green  river,  dcfcribed,  iii.  127 
Greenville,  town  of,  defcribcd,  iii.  205 
Grottus,  three  remarkable  ones  in  Penn- 

fylvania,  dcfcribed,  ii.  402 
Cuadaleupe,  ifland  of>  defcribcd^  iv.  314 

H.  Ha>- 


I    N    r>    F.    X. 


». 


Jfatiar'i  town,  dofcribed,  iii.  40 
Halifax,  town  of,  dcfcribcd,  iii.  in^ 
Hurrijlurgh,  town  of,  dcfcribcd,  ii.  437 
llurlford,  city  of,  dcfcri'ocii,  ii.  z6o 
Hti'l-Gate,  ftraits  fo  crdicd,  i.  194 
Hemp,  the  culture  of,  iii.  440 
Hill/lorcugh,  town  of,  dcfcribed,  iii.  2'?4 
HiJpanioLt,  idand  of,  dcfcribcd,  iv.  320— 

Sec  St.  Domingo 
Houf.itonick  river,  dcfcribcd,  ii.  256 
Hujfo/i'i  river,  dofcribed,  ii.  298 
■  '■■  '-  -  city  of,  dcfcribcd,  ii.  3*1 


X. 


Im/ay,  Mr.  iiis  account  of  Kentucky,  iii. 

•S9 
Inciiiinu,  dcfcribcd,  iii.  iz^. 
InHhinu     See  the  titles  of  the  refpeftive 

St.itcs 
Indigo,  on  the  cultiirc  of,  iii.  431 
Infers  of  America,  account  of,  iv.  413 
Ifif-wich,  town  dcfcribcd,  ii.  144 
Jfing-gltifu  found  inNew-Hamplhirc,ii.89 
Iron  ore,  found  in  Ncw-Hamplhirc,  ii.  90 


J- 

Jamaica,  ifland  of,   dcfcribcd,  iv.  233— 

Exports  from,  239 
yames  river,  dcfcribcd,  iii.  79 
"Jcffy.     See  New- Jcrfcy 
ytws,  account  of,  1.  394 

K. 

Kanhatua,  great,  river,  defcribed,  iii.  83 
little,  rive-,  defcribed,  ib. 

Kennebeck  river,  defcribed,  ii.  8 

Kentucky,  State  of,  its  fituation,  extent 
and  boundaries,  iii.  115 — Climate,  ib. 
— Face  of  the  country,  foil  and  pro- 
duflions,  126 — Curiofities,  136 — Civil 
divifions  and  chief  towns,  140 — Popu- 
lation, 148 — Religion  and  charafter, 
149  —  Commerce,  1 50  —  Literature, 
155 — Rights  of  land,  156 — Conftitu- 
tion,  157 

—  river,  defcribed,  iii.  127 

Kingf.on,  town  of,  defcribed,  ii.  324 


Lah,  fuperior,  defcribed,  i.  179 

of  the  woods,  defcribed,  ib, 

Huron,  defcribed,  i.  181 

Michigan,  defcribed,  i.  182 

i 'St.  Clare,  defaibed,  ib. 


Lake  £ric,  defiribed,  i.  1S3 

• Ontario,  defcribed,  i   1S4 

Champl.iin,  dcfiribcJ,  ;/. 

George,  dcfcrik'd,  i.  185 

Riiiny,  or  Long  laiic,  dcfcribcd,  i. 

»79 

I.iinci'Ji(r,  town  of,  dcfcribcd,  ii.  431 
Liimli,   i.c.v,    mrth  )d  of  cuitiv.iii.ij;  aud 

clearing,  In.  415 
Liinifhiogh,  town  iif,  dcfcrib:-d.  ii.  3Z2 
Ll/Uis,  pollage  of,  in  tiic  UaiteJ  br-i  cf, 

iii.  344 
Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  account  of,  ui. 

141 
Lees,  town  of,  dcfcribcd,  iii.  141 
Lciviiy  town  of,  defcribed,  ii,464 
Lima,  a  province  of  Pciu,  dd'ciibcJ,  iv, 

Litix.1  town  of,  defcribed,  ii.  436 

Little  Comf-Kon,  town  of,  dcfcribcd,  ii.  ixo 

Ltpan,     .•\n    Indi.in    chid',     his    eloquent 

fpeech  to  Lord  Dunmorc,  i.  134 
L»'!.':-I/lcin./,  liefcribed,  ii.  311 
Louifville,    town  of,    in   Kentucky,   de» 

fcribed,  iii.  141 
in  Gcort^ia,  defcribf^^, 

iii.  272 
L)jlrd,  town  of,  dcfcribcd,  iii,  141 

M. 

Maine,  diftrift  of,  fituation,  extent  and 
boundaries,  ii.  2  1 1 — Air  and  climate, 
212 — Face  of  the   country,  ib. — Soil 
and  produiflions,   214 — Civil  divifions 
and  chief    towns,  216  —  Pupulaiion, 
218 — Religion   and  charafter,   221 — 
Trade  and  manufailurcs,  ib. — Learn- 
ing and  literature,  22a — Conftitution, 
ib. — Indians,  ib. 
Mdpk  fugar,  how  made,  iii.  496 
Marblchcad,  town  of,  defcribed,  ii.  142 
Martlu's   vineyard,  illnnd  of,  dcfcribcd^ 

''•  137 
MaJJlichufttti,  State  of,  its  fituation,  ex- 
tent and  boundaries,  ii.  124 — Face  of 
the  country,  feacoafts  and  illands,  131 
— Soil  and  prodnflions,  1  39 — Civil 
divifions  and  chief  towns,  140 — Popu- 
lation, 147 — Military  ftrength,  158 — 
Commerce  and  manufaftuie;,  160  — 
Exports,/^. — Banks,  168 — Public  im- 
provements, 169 — Natural  curiofities, 
172 — Public  focietics,  173 — Confti- 
tution,  182 
MarivalciNte,  ifland  of,  dcfcribcd,  iv.  320 
Alartinico,  ifland  of,  dcfcribcd,  iv.  309 
Maryland,  State  of,  its  fituation,  extent 
and  boundaries,  iii.  34 — Air  and  cli- 
mate, ib. — Face  of  the  country,  ib. — 
Soil  and  produftions,  37 — Civil  divi-< 
fions  and  chici  town;,  38 — Population, 
40  —  Religion   and  charafter,  41  — 

Tad« 


I  ;i 


If 


T    N    n    E    X. 


Trs(!c  Jivl  TTisn'ifafl'irM,  4^ — Semi- 
nal ici  of  Icarnmi;,  44— Coiilhtuuon, 

46 
^ffdiciiial  fpriiTgii  at  Saratoga,  dofrribcd, 

ii.  ^07 — K.\',>itimcnr?  on.jr'S 
■     ■   -     -  fprinj;'.  v    Nfw-LL'.iannn,  Pr. 

\Jifi.hiir',  I  'rwirimfiits  nn,  ii.  ^'^-j 
•■'■    — firings,   ;•   Vii'yiiiia,   account 

of,  iii.  .,0 
JMifrniiii,  acci'ii-.t; 'if,  i    ^C) 
Mirrim.trk  rivor,  <itfci'''rii,  ii.  9.  ijj 
^ftt/ielijh,  iccrtuM  of,  I.  ■^^z 
/iUttt'tln^ncnl  jn  |V)irii"-.,  hig:;fflpcl,  iii.  <,t^ 
Mcxirnn  rntir.ility,  {\v.i  i  ncii  ot,  ).  113 
J^!exii',,  or  Nrw-Spiiiii,   ilcicrihod,  iv,  7S 

— G'lvernm'iu,  i-(im;'ncrcc,  Ike.  11 1 
M'xfco,  Of.l,  dffcMhcd,  iv.  78 
ItliiUlt  Sttitrx,  their  fituitLm,  extent  and 

hniiri'laiii"',   ii.   282 — Rwcr?  and  kiys, 

i^. — Climarc,  ih. 
Afi/i:'V.'ri,  town  of,  dcfcrilicd,  ii.  a6i 
I^f'j'ilT'ppi  riviT,  dcurilird,  i.  85 
^foJi.iu'i  rivci,  iLfcrilicd,  ii.  ^no 
fiUirnt;,)'tclii  rivet,  dcfcribrd,   1.  ii)r — ii 

^latfrrat,  ifl.iiKi  of,  drCirilvd,  iv,  ?,S5 

M''.rx'MnSi  arcoinit-  of,  1.  5  vj 

M'>^"!fiiin\    of    Amcric.).       Sec    Amtiir* 

,V)d  the  dilTfvi'nt  .'■".nti  u 
I^Uiii't  [  ■■ir'1'1,  dctcril-rd,  iii.  97 
Afn/.n.'  lJ\ii'!.iig!o>!i  dcfiribcd,  ii.  67 


N. 

jVaff/)).sffi  ri\Tr,  defiril^rd,  iii.  -9 
I>!tinijr.kit,  i(i.<iid  of,  I'.pfcvi'cv.d.  li.  l?l 
S^ul-fille,  tf)wn  of,  dcfiribed,  iii.  231 
'  f^'iTtrnfj,   nn   Indi  in  mrii'>'!,  iheir  plot  for 
ninlT.i(.rinR    the  Ficnch  in  Lonifian.i,  i. 

Sttfu'nl  n:jh'y,  inquiries  in,  fiigj^cftcd,  iii. 

Nrvi'y  iHanJ  of,  Jcfciilx'd,  iv.  170 
ISi'itzaieth,  town  of,  deluiil^al,  ii.  4^6 
iV««/t  liver,  dffcrihfd,  iii.  I0;i. 
J^Jnvnri,  town  of.  dct'ciiiicj,  ii.  573 
Ncnv-Brit.-.'n,    d.ftiibcd,    iv.    17  —  Cii- 
mnrc,  jA.— -Fac  of    the  rountiy,  fail, 
&:c.  18— InhaSit.inr?,  cnrtoms,  .Vc.  11 
— Aniimls,   25 — Difcovcry  ami  cum- 
TDcrrc,  ;6 
J^'ewkirv-fyrt,  town  of,  Jcfcribed,  ii.  144 
t\'c-wc<ijt!,',  town  of,  uc;;ribcd,  ii.  463 
Sf'L'-K>:^.'ami,    or   northern,    or  caftern 
Sr.irc?,  tlici"   divifions,    ii.   i  —  Their 
fim.ition,  extent  and   boundaries,  z — 
F.ice  of  the  country,   mount'iim,  &c. 
4-_Sf!il  and  produif^ion?,  5 — Rivcrf,  S 
— pnp'ilariop,  rharafter  and  divcrfions, 
r  i-p-Hift'i-y,  '7 
*ieufv.iid':and,  ifiand  of,  defcrihed,  iv,  45 


Niw.UrtmiAa,  province  of,  difcnbcd,  t*. 

!si-if-}!iiinpj'j>c.  State  of,  its  fiuiaiicn, 
o'ci't  and  lv)iindarici,  li.  ?7— Fate  of 
the  coiiiuiy,  fca  coafl  anil  mountain:, 
61 — Soil  and  I'lddu^fioii;.,  >l  i — C.i- 
vcin',  lU^ncs.  fcltil'.  acd  I'^iiicral:,  87 
— Ci.il  di/ili' ns  and  i:1h('I  towns,  ')i 
—  r..)nil.ilion,  ;3 — Religion,  i.lurai5lcr 
ami  t;eniiir,  ico — Traic  and  nianu- 
fr.^\'.irc',  105 — L'.^nk,  ir'» — KdiKatiori 
and  Ir-ialurc,  it . — (Jonuitution,  tz^ 
Nc.ti-ihvvin,  town  of.  'hfcriivd,  ii.  260 
Niir.'Yffl.-y,  State  of,  lt^  finiaiion,  t  •  iftit 
and  biHind.uics,  ii.  j6i — F.kt  of  the 
coiiiUiy,  fca  coad,  &t.  ///. — Soil  and 
pruiludtiijns,  366 — Ci\  il  divifions  and 
chirf  towns,  370 — l'o|ul.ui(>n,  37  j — 
Rclit;ion  and  charailci ,  379 — Manii- 
faiftures,  trade,  JScc.  3S0 — l.itoratwvc, 
improvrimnt',,  &c.  383 — Coii'lituti  m, 
3*^5  -C'onrf.  of  jiidice,  laws,  fee.  391 
— Militnrv  lhcn);tU,  302 
Nfw-Ltiiilo'i,  i"wn  ol,  iM'.ribed,  ii.  ifir 
Afu-Kar/c,  Sta'e  of,  its  (itiiuiion,  r\<nr 
aiid  bdiiiivlaric:,  ii.  20" — ras-'  of  t!.» 
("ii'itiy,  li'.'i  co-iH',  S{c.  ih. — Soil  and 
productions,  3■.^4 — Roads  .mu  bridi-;ts 
y-(i — Ntedicinal  fpiinii',,  307: — in.iiU, 
Jfi — Ciiil  divilion?,  313 — .Chut 
town.';,   3  14— I'opulation,  3.'.  ^ — Cuii- 


ofilic 


5  ■> 


--Ilcli^;ion   .ind   char;u''tcr. 


3?; — A£;rtrnitiMc,  nianufai^urcj  and 
tr.iJc,  33f) — Soci-'.ics,  339  — l.iteiatt;;', 
341  — Colli i'litioii.,  345 — Finanir:, 
3>'''— Military  Uvcnctli,  337 — Indi.a:u, 

^tw-Vork,  city  of,  (kfcribcd,  ii.  314 
A'li-ig.ir.f,  falls  of,  dcfcriixi!,  i.  i '■^  3 
A'e;.''i-C'.j)5/i'';<j,  Siirc  of,  its  fituation,  ex. 
ten:  and  Ixnind.n  ic",  iii.  191 — Cliniatr, 
19  3 — Face  of  tiic  country,   fca  coal^, 
ki .  if)4 — Soil  and  pioJuiliions,  199 — 
Civil  divitions,  201 — Chief  towns,  z'oz 
— Pipnlation,  205 — Rc!igi»in  and  c-lvi- 
racffcr,  210 — Tr.aJi'  and  manufaftnres, 
213  -Colleges  and  academies,    ii. — 
Conftitution,  214 
Ni'iuu-ii,  town  of,  Jcfcribed,  ii.  j^Ji 
Niwa   Scotia,    province  of,    its  tltiiation 
and  hoiindarics,  iv.  39 — Soil  and  pro- 
ductions, 40 — Rivers  and  bavs,  ib.~ 
Civil  divifidUi,  41  — Principal  tovvnj^ 
forts  and  tradc^  43 


o. 

Ohfer;afi»ns   rtiv  the  government,    traJc, 

&c.  of  the  Sp.inilh  colopics,  iv.  171 
O^ffcktf  river,  dcfcrihed,  iii.  264 
0«^o  river,  dtfcribed,  iii.  1 16 

0A»- 


1   K   u   I    y. 


fuiintion 
anii  Y'.'o- 


Oht 


'^MiploiHini^ti,  town  «if,  dcfcrlbal,  iir.  147 


P. 


I'limlho,  or  T.tr  uvur,  ilifktilifj,  iii.  I(j4 
l\ir,ifutiy^  or   L.ii'iji.i,  province  of,  il«- 

I'l-rilicJ,  i»/.  lOS 
Pttrhi,  |)ii)viinv  of,  iKiVribtil,  IN    154 

/''■/( '''''y"''»  l">lt  i»t,  O  ('(III',  lidln,    II.  fn" 

—  liiifoits    inii),    1^8 — l^iurits    .mJ 
cIcitiaiKi':,  io<)---i'riccs  cuircnt  at,  iivi 
i'lijjj^ii  rivii,  ililciiU'di  ii.  364 
J'iihivo'ii  I,  inuiitry  r.t,  dciiiik'j,  iv,  2?  ; 

i'<it(>J,i;,    Ml-,    lu',    yiiMt    but    Uilloituii.lIC 

.ituiii|>t    t'l  ill  ilililh  .1  I oliiiiy  on   ihc 
iriliinii'i  <it'  l).i  le ',  rcliitc.l,  IV.  lio 
J'.itu.xitil  river,  Jtic  ilicil,  iii.  -^^ 
I'uniatiici  rivrr,  dil'cribrd,  ii  2^7 
iV./.<  liver,  iii;  241 

I'cme,  W'illi.ini.  receives  a  g.-nnt  cf  l;imh 
in  Amriita  t'nmi  Cli.ulci  K.  ii.  2')i; — 
Fiilililhci   .»  form   of    j;iivrnmuiit    for 
PuinfylvMni.i,  291 — Uu.civts   .1  gr.;i\t 
of  l.inJj  from  tin-  Duke  of  Yoik,  /'>. 
— Anives  on  the  b.iuk',  of  ih"  Dei.i- 
warc,  ;/. — Departs  for  Engl.'inJ,   203 
— Returns  to  Amirici,  294 
Pe>!i:f\lra>iia,  State  of,    its  (iiintion   anJ 
boundaries,  394 — F^icc  of  the  coiinii\  , 
ih. — Soil,  piodiiiffion',  tr.iiie  and  nn- 
niiftuMurci.,  40^ — Civil  divificni,,  410 
— Chief  towns,  411 — F(/p\.ii.ition.  .\i,- 
— Rt'.i^iim  ;uiJ  th.u.KTfcr,  4'5S — Lite  • 
r.iry,  hum  me  nnd  othn  (nti'-ties,  440 
— Ci>Hfc;c5,  ■.ic.i.lcinies  and  fchoils,  4.^] 
— Kf.v  iiivcnijoii'.,  444 — Cuiiitituiii)ii, 
441; 
PenQufott  river,  dcfiTil<ed,  ii.  f? 
Petth  .'Mny,  city  <>f,  dcfcri'ued,  ii.  371 
Peru,  iiiliorv  <iiy  iv.  i  ^7 
Peetrf}-:i>i'i,  town  '<(,  ilcfcvii)ed,  iii.  99 
PJi.'Li.ieJf'.'ii.!, c'wy  of,  delirilcd,  11.  41 1 
Piiinkutunk  river,  jcf».rititd,  iii   isi 
Pi/cnta<}i.u  liver,  defc.ib.-tt,  ii.  10 
Pittfhuip^k,  town  of,  d"fc!ibcd,  ii.  4'53 
Pluntt,  medicinal,  account  of,  iii.  397 

torri^n,  liii  of,  iii.  403 

•— — —  p.iifor.oiii,  account  of.  iii.  305 
Phitt/luik,/i,  town  of,  dcfcribed,  ii.  324 
P«!ym(trk  talkie  of  dilV':..-  .  h-twcen  Pittf- 
burghand the  m"iith  of  theOiiii),  iii.  280 

•  of  America,  th. 

Plytnouth,  town  of,  defciibed,  ii.  92 
Purtltmd,  town  of,  defcribcd,  ii,  2  17 
Potto  Rid,  llland  of,  d<'.Vri  cd,  iv.  303 
Portfmouihf  town  of,  dcf:ribcd,  ii.  92 
Poituguefe  I'cttlcments  in  North-Amcrjc.i, 

defcrihcd,  iv.  214 
Potomack  river,  delcri bed,  i.  gi — iii.  81 
Prcfbyttriiir.u  account  of,  i.  369 
Prici  cuneiit  at  PhiUdelpliia,  iii.  344 


Prin  t-iiivn,  dcfcti!i?d.  ii.  ^1x 

i'rt./«,7,  vi  of  tic  UnitiJ  Si.\!f4.     See 

the  .lilV^rent  buio'. 
P'ifijijut  cpifciipul  chiirdi,  ;«    Ktnt  of,  i. 

l'n'lf:h  and  .n!v,int»jc<^s  of  an  Kurnjinm 

fi'itlcr  ill  the  Uniuil  ht.tu-  ^i,jutL''i  mil, 

iii.  295 
Pi'Ai.tct<\ ,  ill  RhfJ<-li1.in.1,  town  of,  dc- 

fi   ibf;i,  ii.  1:9 
Pit  iji'iii,  piicc.i  of,  ill  tlr  United  !itatn, 

iii.  ^-iu 
]':tiJl.iiv>'it  t  nvn  of,  i!i?f.ril>rd,  iii.  749 
Puf'iiinif  (Iciur.il,  hi,  i<.m;uk,ib;c  .idsrti- 

tuic  in  a  c.i%e,  ii.  iOi 


:^,v :./i ff^c./i  rif  Atnerii;!,  dcfcribtd,  i>.  \n 

y^i,il(i\,  account  of,  i.  37^ 

ii^i.'/s,  province  of,  del'ciibed,  iv.  137 


R. 


4 

'r 


M 


R.trit.in  river,  utfcril'^d,  ii.  565 

A''  /  river,  diii.iiUd,  iii.  1  z6 

K,!ti'-i  of  Amcric.i,  account  'if,  iv.  4->3 

Rtjldcrut-  i.i  Ainerici,   whcic  ;iiij  how  tu 

be  chofcii,  iii.  3.09  ', '.' 

Ri'icn.'tc,  of  tnc  f.paratc  Statc-j.     Scti  k- 

V'.u.ate  Staler 
llhlf-!ji.:tiJ  .-ind  Piovidence  p\.\nta;inns,  lu 

State  of,  fitviatioii,  cxf-'iit  and  boui'iii.i.  ': 

rics,  ii.  224 — Air  and  riiiiiaic,  ili. — .  '• 

Face  of  the  country  rinJ  fca  coail,  iu.  ^ 

Si!  and   crudiidiiiM, ,,    226 — C;'-ildi- 

vifioii:    and  chief  town';,  227 — I'opu-  I'j 

lation,  2^1 — .TrJi-  a.ul  n'.iniifadurc-,  ji 

23] — i<.cli;.;ion  and  tliar.adcr,  2^> — 

Le:uiii!ii;  and  littiarurc,  -';<■*-  -Socictscs 

and  imiirov-.nacnts,  i39 — Coid'.itution 

aiul  c'ur:  ;■,  240 
Pi  c,  on  the  cil'.urt  of,  iii.  4^4 
I\ulii/,(,'!it,  town  ot,  defcriliCu,  iii,  ()S 
."'.'r.-v/M  river,  dclciibed,  iii.  80 
k.L\iiu(  Ncw-Englrind,  remarks  on,  ii. 

77  , 
Ro:ini,k.c  river,  defcribcd,  iii.  79 
Ji<,J.,  rrmarkal)le  ijnr.  in  the  State  of  Ncw- 

Vork,  d"'cribcd,  ii.  331 
.Romi:n  Caf'iiiics,  account  of,  i.  382 
iJi/'-.i/aconomy,  inquiries  rclaiivc  thereto, 

iii.  506 

s. 

5<i/'V  liver,  di.fcrib;J,  ii.  299 
Stiro  river,  dcfcribed,  ii.  9.  74 
S«/:-m,  town  of,  dcfcribed,  ii.  142 
Salijtury,  town  of,  defcribcd,  iii.  204, 
Sul:  river,  dclitibcd,  iii.  J27 


'V'  ' 


It 


INDEX. 


ft 


Santa  Crux,  ifland  of,  defcribedj  iv,  430 
Santee  liver,  delcribed,  iii.  241 
^arurtLic  river,  defciibtd,  ii.  299 
Havannah  river,  defciibed,  iii.  264 

■ town  of,  dcfcniicd,  iii.  271 

Schuylkill  river,  defer i!)a!,  ii.  3^5 
Seneca  river,  defcribed,  ii.  302 
S/iukcrs,  nccouiiC  of,  i.  3^2 
a hcrumdoah  riVcr,  ik'fcribtcl,  iii.  8i 
Sbituckct  twa,  Jefcvibcd,  ii.  257 
Shrubs,  enumerated,  iii.  391 
Saciftict :  M.'flTicliuletts  charinMe  f-.cietv, 
ii.  i';4 — -Bofton  cpifciipiil  ciU'.ritai  1  •  fo- 
ciety,  //'. — MalLilMifetts  mcdiciiui  fo- 
ciety,  /l>. — B'rton  Inimane  focicty,  175 
— SoLiety    for  propigating  tlie  gofpcl, 
ib.  —  Maffachufetts    foeioty    for    pro- 
moting   agricul'ure,    176 — MaiTacliu- 
fetts  iiiftoricalfocicty,  //>. — M.ninc  fo- 
cicty at  Newpoit,  Kliodc  llland,  239 
— Society  for  promoting  tlie  abolition 
of  tlw  flavc  trade,  239 — Do.  in  New- 
York,     339  —  Do.    at    Philadelphia, 
4^1 — Society    for    promoting     iifcful 
knowledge   at   New- York,    339-  -So- 
ciety  for  aflifling   emigrants  at   New- 
York,    ii'.  —  Amtncaii     philofophical 
focitty,    440 — Society   for  promoting 
political    inquiiics,     441 — Collrge   of 
phyficlans  at  Philadelphia,  i/>. — Phila- 
delphia  difpcnfaiy,    ii. — South-Caro- 
lina focicty,    iii.    2<;7 — Mount  Slia 
library,  and  St.  Cecilia  focictics,  2^7— 
Charitaiilc  and   medicinal  focicties   at 
CharlcfJoii,  it). 
Scuth-VarrJina,  llatc  of,  its  fituation,  ex- 
tent and  boundaries,  iii.  238 — Climate, 
ib, — Face  of  the  country,  feacoall,  &c. 
239 — Soil    and    produiflions,     243— 
Civil    diwfions,     245 — Chief    towns, 
447  —  Populatirm,      245  —  Military 
ftrcngtii,  252 — Religion  :ind  charadler, 
ib. — Trade  and    maniifa(f}ure5,  255 — 
State  of    literature,    256 — Charitable 
and  other  focicries,  2^7 — Pul-lic  rcve« 
nue  and  expenditure,  ih. — Conftitution, 
438  -Lawb,    259 — Prai'Vire    of    law, 
tourts  of  jufticc,  260— ^Damage  by  the 
late  war,  261 — Indians,  il>. 
Southern  States,  dcfaiption  of,  iii.  i — Hif' 

tory  of,  2 
Spanijh  Well-Indies,  defcribed,  iv.  197 
. dominions    in    South-America, 


defcribed,  iv.  :  r9 
dominions    in 


Nortli-Amcrici, 


defcribed — Hillory  of,  iv.  6: 
Staten  ifland,  defcribed,  ii.  313 
St,  Baitholomexv,  ifland  of,  defcribed^  iv. 

320 
St.  C/in^opAer's,  ifland  of,  defcribed,  iv. 

St.   Domi>:p,     ifland  of,    defcribed,    iv. 


St.   Eupiius,    ifland   of,   defcribed,    iv, 

317 
St.  Joi/i,  ifland  of,  defcribed,  iv,  44 
St.  Lucia,  iP.and  of,  defcribed,  iv.  318 
St.  Lawremr,  illand  of,  defcrjucd,  i.  iqz 
St.  Martha,    province  of,    defcribed,  iv. 

133 
St.  yincent,  ifland  of,  defcribed,  iv.  273 
Swetara  river,  defcribed,   ii.  31,6 
Sugar  ri:ip!e,  on  the  culture  of,  iii.  494 
Sunuury,  town  (;f,  dcfciibcd,  iii.  271 
Sufpiekinnah  \\\cr,  defcribed,  ii.  301 
Sur.iutn,  or  Dutch  Guiana,  defcribed,  iv. 

216 


Table  of  duties,   &c.  iii.  350 

of  the  vaiue  cf  filver   currency  of 

New-Hamplhirc,  ii.  in 

of  coins,  iii.  340 

of  the  value  of  cents,  iii.  24* 

of  dirtanccs  bctvreen  Pittlburgh  and 

the  mouth  ot  the  Ohio,  iii.  280 
— • —  of  dilfanccs,  ib. 
— —  of  Weff-India  exports,  &c,  iv.  295 
Tarborwtgh,  town  of,  defcribed,   iii.  205 
Taunton  rv-ZT,  defcribed,  ii.  126 
Taxes,  f(.x'  different  States  ^ 

Tcnneffte  ;ovcrnmenf.      See  TerrU»ry  foAth 
»f  the  Ohio 

•—  river  defcribed,  iii.  226 

Terr^    Fiirna,    or  Caflile  del    Oro,    de- 

fcriiied,  iv. 
Territory  north-ivefl  of  the  OMo,  its  fitua- 
tion,  extent  and  boundaries,  ii.  479 — 
Face  of  the  country,  foil  and  produc- 
tion:, 4S0 — Civil  divifions,  486 — 
Antiquities,  curiofities,  &c.  ib.—* 
Population,  4S7 — Government,  488 

Jiuthof  the  Oli:o,  or  tlieTcnneilce 

government,  its  fituation,  extent  and 
boundaries,  iii.  225 — Climatt,  ib.— 
Face  of  the  country,  &c.  226 — Soil 
and  produiftions,  229 — Civil  divifions 
and  chief  towns,  232 — Population, 
233 — Religion  and  chara(fler,  234 — 
Commerce,  235 — Learning  and  litera- 
ture, 236 — Indians,  ib, 
Thames  river,  defcribed,  ii.  256 
Tbompjon,  Mr.    C.  his  remarks  on    the 

palTage  of  the  Potoruack,  ii.  400 
Tihacco,  on  the  culture  of,  iii.  427 
Tohaao,  ifland  of,  defcribed,  iv.  319 
Treaty  between  France  and  America,  iv. 

Appendix,  No.  I,  2,  3. 
— —  between  the  United  States  and  Great- 
Britain,  iv.  Appendix,  No.  4. 
— > —  berwren  the  Dutch  and  the  United 
States,  iv.  Appendix,  No.  5. 

hetwc.n  the  United  States  and  the 

Kinji  of  PrufTia,  iv,  ippendix,  No.  6. 

Trenton, 


INDEX. 
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Trentorty  town  of,  defcribcd,  ii.  371 
Trtnt  river,  defcribcd,  iii.   195 
Triniciady  iflaiid  of,  defcribcd,  iv.  305 
Tunkersy  account  of,  i.  388 
Tyoga  river,  defcribcd,  ii,  30a 

tr  . 

tTnitariam,  account  of,  i.  373 
UniverfJiJiSf  account  of,  i.  387 


Vermont,  State  of,  iis  fituation,  extent, 
air  and  clirmte,  ii.  40 — Face  cf  the 
country,  41 — Soil,  piodLiilions,  &c. 
42 — Civil  divifio>is,  43 — Chief  towns 
and  curiofitics,  ib — Population,  4.1; — i 
Rcligio.i  and  character,  y. — Trade  and 
manufail.acj,  ib. — Luoratuic  and  nn- 
provenients,   53 — Coullitution,  54 

Vermes,  lili:  of,  iv.  415 

Ve/iexu.'a,  province  of  Terra  Firir.i,  de- 
fcribed,  iv.  133 

Vine,  on  the  tult'vation  of  tlie,  iii.  4^3 

Vir^lniaf  State  of,  its  f.tuation  and  ex- 
tent, iii.  73 — Climate,  74 — Face  of 
the  country,  mountains,  rivc.s,  foli 
and  produflions,  76 — Medicinal  tunings, 
9:' — Caverns  and  curi^fldes,  92 — Ci- 
vil divifions,  95— Chief  towns,  96 — 
Population,  loi — Militia,  104 — Re- 
ligion and  cbaradter,   105 — Trade  and 


manufaftures,    11 1 — Colleges,    acade- 
mies,   and   literature,  113 — Conftitu» 
-  tion,   117 — Laws,  I2» 

W 

IVamn,  town  of,  defcribcd,  ii.  230 
IVaJhington,  George,  appointed  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  American  army,  i. 
493 — His  various  operations  through- 
out  the  war,  i.  494,  et.  feq. — Elefted 
prefident  of  the  United  States 
WaJJjington,  city  of,  dctcribed,  iii.  67 
■ • —  town  of,    in  Kentucky,    de- 
fcribcd, iii.  i4r 

town  of,    in  North-Carolina> 


defcribcd,  iii.  305 

town  of,  in  Pennfylvani.i,  de 


fcrii)ed,  ii.  437 
Wejl-lndia  illmJs,  d^f^ribcd,  iv.  228 
i/'cthersficU,  town  of,  defcribcd,  ii.  z6l 
Wk'itc  mountains,  dcllribed,  ii.  6') 
t'Filli.imJhurghy    tOAn   of,    dcfcrii.cd,    iii. 

100 
IV/lmington,  town  of,  defcribcd,  iii.  204 
M-'orceJlcr,  town  of,  defcribcd,  ii,  146 


Tork,  town  of,  defcribcd,  ii.  217 
York-t»Wf:,  dcfcvibcd,  iii.  1 10 
Tork  river,  defciibed,  iii  80 
Ttugnkganj  river,  defcribcd,  ii.  397 
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A  BEL,     Mr.  J.   Bookfcller,    Nor- 
thampton 
Adamt,    Mrs.  Pcrcy-flrccti  Tottenliam- 

coun-road 
Adney,  Mr.  Black-fr!ar$ 
Adams,  Mr.  Surgeon,  Walbrook 
Aikin,  John,  M.  D.  No.  4,  Broad-flrccN 

buildings 
Akerman,  Mr.  Little  Ruffel-ftrcet 
Aldham,  Mrs.  Wainfworth 
Alder,  Mr.  Wm.  Richmond,  Surry 
Allen,  Mr.  Johnj  Truro,  Cornwall 
Angel,  Mr.  Thomas,  Borough 
Andrews,  Mr.  Orchard-ftrect,VVeftminfier 
Anderfon,  Mr.  E.  H.  Yarmouth 
Auftin,  Mr. 
Audley,  Mr.  Cambridge 
Avain,  Mn.  Black-friars 


fi 


Barbauld,  Mr.  Hampftcad 

Baifley,  Mr.  Thurfti)n,  John-ftreet, 

,  Chrift  Church,  Surry 
Batchelor,  Mr.  Thomas,  Briftol 
Barton,  Mr.  Freeman's-court,  Cornhill 
Barton,  Mr.  Lothbury 
Ball,  Mr.  John,  Broad-ftreet,  Plymouth 
Barnes,  Rev.  Jonas,  Terrace,  Suny 
Barnes,  Mr.  York-ftreet,  Wcflminller 
Bates,  Mr.  Nottingham 
Barlow,  Mr,  Peter,  Bsfinghall-ftreet 
Barron,  Edward,  Efq.  Norwich 
Bayard,  — ,  Efq.  Hatton-gr.rJen 
Bentham,  Mr.  Robert,  Borough 
Bedle,   Mr.  Edward,  Blackman-ftrcrr, 

Sourhwark 
Belfham,  Rev.  T.  New  College,  Hackney 
Bell,  Mr.  Thomas,  Fenchurch-fticec 
Bell,  Mr.  Peckham,  2  copies 
Bell,  Mr.  De,  Dock  Town,  Devon 
Birch,  Mr.  S.  O.  Manchefter 
£iUop,  Mr.  Grcmwich 


Blakeflcy,  — ,  Efq.  Biihopfgate-ftrect 
filatkmore,  Mr.  T.  R.  Dock  Town 
Blake,  Mr.  Brentford 
Blacktop,  Mr.  Black-friars 
Boddington,  Tliomas,  Efq.  Southgate 
Boddington,  Samuel,  Efq.  Southgate 
Bowey,  Mr.  near  Plymouth 
Boftock,  Mr.  Samuel,  Borough 
Bowering,  Mr.  C.  B.  Borough 
Bonsficld,  George,  Gent.  London-wall 
Bougis,  Mr.  George,  Ipfwich 
Bouge,  Mr.  John,  King-ftreet,  Golden- 

fquarc 
Bourne,  Mr. 

Bousficld,  Mr.  Attorney,  London-wall 
Bowyer,  Mr.  William,  Sheffield — z  icm 
Bowden,  Mr.  James 
Bowlcy,  Mr.  Bilhopfgate-ftrect 
Boyer,  Mr.  Hiftoric  Gallery,  Pall-Mali 
Brauley,    Mr.  John,    near   Huddersftcid, 

Vorklhire 
Broadhurft,  Mr.  Richard,  Bucklow  Hill, 

Chefhire 
Brook,  Mifs,  Manchefter 
Brown,  Mr.  Gentle,  Lincoln 
Brcv/in,  Mr.  New  College,  Hackney 
Brown,  Mr.  J.  Iflinjton 
Brown,  Mr.  Norham 
Brett,  Mr. 

Broadhurrt,  — ,  E*q.  Mansfield 
Brown,  James,  Efq.  Love-lane 
Brown,  Timothy,  Efq.  Camberwcll 
Brown,  — ,  Efq. 

Biielliat,  Mr.  Thomas,  Kentuc'iy 
Brend,  Mr.  I.  Plymouth 
Krc:id,  Mr.  \V.  Fore-itieet,  Dock  Tows 
Burnett,  T.  Efq.  Vauxhall-hne 
Bu'Icr,  Mr.  Coventry 
B'lttoi),  Mr.  Nayland 
Burton,  Mr.  \V.  Wrexham,  Dcrbylhire 
Buckneli,  Mr.  Cnrlton-lc-morland 
Burton,  Mr.  Grofvenor-ftrcct 
Buck,  Mr.  Burv  St.  Edmonds 
Bumdl  Mr.  T.No.  i6r,  Piccadilly 
Burnell,  Mr.  Dock  Town,  Devon 
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C^ylcy,  sir  George,  Bart.  Yorkfhire 
Caivcr,  Mr.  John,  VVoodbriilge,  Suffolk 
Cart  Wright,  Mr.  George,  Bl.ick-triais 
I'  iiiiwn,  Mr.  Thomas,  Uifhopfgatc-ibctt 
Carral,  Mr.  Dock-head 
Carr,  P.  A.  Gent.  Doflors  Commons 
Carpenter,  Mif:.,  Fiihiwnds,  i^riltol 
CarringtoH,  Mr.  J.  DavU-llrcct,  Bcrkley- 

fquarc 
Catlow,  Rev.  Mr.  Mansfield 
Cuildick,  Mr.  Piccadilly 
Chailcs,  Mr.  George,  Oxfonl-llrcct 
Chock,  I.  M.  G.  Gent.  ILvclham 
Chapman,  Mr.  William,   King-ftrccf, 

Borough 
Champion,  Mr.  Biiftol 
C  holler,  Mr.   A.  P.  Cufhion- court,  Old 

Bro.nci-ftreet 
ChathclJ,  Mr.  Back-hill,  Hatton-garJcn 
Child,  Mr.  Biftiopfgatc-ftrcet 
Ching,  Mr.  John,  LauncclVon,  Cornwall 
CUiii-,  Mr.  Surgeon,  Sr.  Mary  Axe 
Clarke,  Rev.  W  illiam,  Exeter 
Clarke,  Mr.  William,  Cranburn-ftreer 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Eaft-Smithficld 
Clarke,  Mr.  Charles,  Milbauk-ftrect, 

Welt  mi  offer 
Coldham,  George,  Efq.  Notringham 
Cowcn,  Mr.  R.  Love-laue,  Ealkheap 
Cooper,  Mr.  James,  Borough 
ColwcU,  Mr.  Edward,  Haymarkct 
Cook,  Mr.  J.  Gravel-lane,  Southwark 
CoK,  Mr.  Joleph,  Gravel-lane,  Southwark 
Cooke,   Mr.  J.  Ynnes,  Penllwch,  near 

Swanfea 
Cole,  Mr.  Colchcftcr 
Cuapt,  Mr.  Gai  Jen-court,  Temple. 
CiiU't,  Mr.  Denningtoii 
C'linpicm.  — ,  M.  D.  Dcrhy 
Cov>per,  Mr.  Tliomas,  Eqi.  Af.  Of. 
C  illicr,  Mr.  Manchcller 
Coiipc,  Mif-,  Park-ftrcer,  Weftmlnfter 
Cole,  Mr.  Thom.is,  Witnelham,  Suffolk 
Co.ites,  Rev.  Mr.  Birminghaiu 
Colgctt,  Mr.  Robert 
ConiJci,  Mr.  James,  Ipfwich 
Condcr,  Mr.  John,  Ipfwich 
Cox  worthy,  Mr.  Thomas,  Dock-Town, 

Devon 
Crellin,  Mr.  Hcnrictta-ftrccr,  Covent- 

Gardcn 
Crofts,  Mr.  William,  Ncwhury 
Crampcrn,  Mr.  R.  Stamford 
Crompton,  Mrs.  Clr.phara 
Cunningham,  Mr.  Gicat  Prefcot-flreet 
CuUcn,  Mr.  George,  Windmill-ltrcet, 

Haymarkct 
Cure,   Mrs.  Great  Gcorgc-ftreet,   Weft 
lainftcr 


D.-wir;,  Mr.  R.  Mincra,  Dcrbyfhirft 

Davis,  Mr.  J.  Coventry 

Dance,  Mr.  Manchcfter-Giiiare 

Dai\fc,  Mr.  Manchcfter-fticet 

Davis,  ^Ir.  Taylor 

Dawfon,  Mr.  Roger,  Borough 

Dawfon,  Mr.  Jofeph,  Borough 

Dawes,  M.  Etq.  Clifford's-lim 

Daw,  Thos.  Efq.  Brompton 

Dcailing,  John,  Efq.  Chichcfler 

Dean,  Mr.  Charles,  King-ftrcct,   South- 

wark,  2  fets 
Dewick,  Mr.  J.  Newark 
Der'oy(hire,  Mi.  J^imes,  Manchcfter 
Dickcnfon,  W.  R.  Efq.  Newark 
Dixon,  Rev.  Francis,   B.  D.  Bcnnct  Col- 
lege, Cambridge 
Dipplc,  Mr.  Hanry,  Rrchpond,  Surry 
Dixon,  Mr.  Benjamin,  Wickham 
Dixon,  Mr.  — ,  Felfte.'vd 
Divifion  of  the  London  Cerrefponding  So- 
ciety 
Dickens,  Mr.  W.  Plymouth 
Dorc,  Rev,  James,  Walworth 
Downing,  Mr.  CaiUe-ftreet,  Southwark. 
Dolphin,  Mr.  Rolxrrt,  Borough 
Dowen,  Mr.  Jofeph,  Seward-llrcet 
Doucey,  Mr.  J.   Ecckingham,  Lincoln- 

(hirc 
Dowrow,  Mr,  B.U.Gcldcftone, Norfolk 
Dove,  Mr.  W.  Plymouth 
Drury,  Nlr.  — ,  iCcnelworth 
Duckworth,  Mr.  George,  Manchefter 
Dunfcombc,  Rev.  J.  Afton,  Oxfordlhirc 
Dunton,  Mr.   J.  Orchard-ftrcct,  Weft- 
mi  nftcr 
Durofe,  Mr.  James,  Kennington  Cotnmor 
Dunsford,  Mr.  H.  Flect.ftrect 
Dunsford,  Mr.  Sc.  Mary  Axe 
Dunsford,  Mr.  M.  St.  Mary  Axe 
Dunftcrville,  M.  fefq.  Plymouth 
Dyer,  Re?,  George,  A.  t.  Gartj^-ffrect^ 
Lincoln's-Iim-Fiddt 
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Edwards,  Mr.  H.  Catnhridge 
Edgington,  Mr.  R.  Abingdon,  £lcrk4 
Enoe,  Mr.  Siwiicerj  Davis-lircct,  Berkley- 

iiquare 
Erri  ngton,  Mr.  George,  Yarmouth 
Efdaile,  — ,  Efq.  Bunhill-row 
Evans,  Rev.  [ohn,  Abingdon,  Berks 
Evans,  Rev.  J.  Coventry 
£van.sy  Mr.  — 
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Fnvel,  Sam.  Efq.  Toolcy-flreet 

Fawcetc,  Mr.  Tho.  Pancras-lane,  Qjieen- 

rtrect 
Fay  ran,  Mr.  James,  Lancaflcr 
Faftnedgc,  Mr,  Edw.  Eqi.  Af.  Off. 
Fagg,  Mr.  Benj.  Eflcx-ftrcct,  Strand 
Fiigg,  Mifs  L.  EiFcx-Uicer,  Sti»iid 
Fagg,  Mifs,  Bath 
Fiigg,  Mr.  R.  Chelhunt 
Ferrers,  Mr.  Pcttycoat-lane 
Fell,  Mr.  RufTcU-court,  Druryrlane 
Field,  Wm.  Warwick 
Fincli,  Mr.  JoVin,  Attorney,  Cambridge 
Flower,  Rich.  Efq.  Hertford 
Flower,  B.  Printer,  Cambridge 
Flctclvrr,  Jof.  Abingdon 
Fleming,  Rev.  Curtis,  Old  Fofd 
Ford,  Tho.  Gainsfoith-rtvcct 
Fox,  Mr.  Borough 
Ford,  Mr.  Minorics 
F'>wler,  Tho.  Efq.  Yartnouth 
Poller,  Mr.  Chatham 
FolFtt,  Mr.  John,  Ipfwieh 
Foxcrofr,  Mr.  Dudley 
ForJham,  Mr.  E.  K.  Koyflon,  Cambridgc- 

Ihirc 
Francis,  Mr.  Whitcch.ipel 
Freeman,  Mr.  Henry,  Plymouth 
French,  Mr.  Fcatherftone.buildings,  Hoi, 

born 
Furnell,  Mr.  Fotter-lane 
Fuller,  Mr.  Richmond,  Surjy 
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Garratt,  Francis,  Efq. 

Gardoer,  Mr.  Twickenham 

Gazzam,  Mr,  Jofeph,  CaiiibtidL;e 

Gibbs,  Rev.  Pliiljp,  Plymouth 

Gilpin,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Bcrftum,  Derbyfhirc 

Gibfon,  Mr.  Loampit-hill 

Gibfot',  Mr.  Jqhn,  MjidcnhcaJ 

Gladcikin,  Mr.  J. 

Gofnell,  Mr.  Little  Qtieen.ftrccr,  Lin- 
coln's-inn-ficlds 

OouldwJn,  M".  Broad-ftrcor,  Bloonr.J'oury 

Goddard,  Mr.  Sam.  fpfwich 

Goodicq,  Mr.  Wm.  Kelgrovc 

Goodfoi).  Mr.  Jofeph,  Rocherhithe 

Gotch,  Mr.  juii.  Kettering 

Grigby,  Jofhun,  Efq.  near  Bury  St.  Ed- 
mund's 

Grigby,  Mr.  J.  jun.  Bury  St.  Edmund's 

Gurney,  Bartleit,  Efq.  Norwich 

Gronow,  Rev.  F.  Alferton 

Graves,  Mr.  Tho.  Bomu-h 

Grundy,  Mr.  New  Coltcijc,  HacHticj 

Green,  Mr.  Ware 

Grcc:i,Mr.  A.  Ware 


Giicc,  Mr. Charles,  Charloitc -^l<c^,R.^^h« 

bone-pl;\ce 
Grinilhaw,  Mr.  James,  M-anchelkr 
Girron,  Mr.  Wm.  Newark 
Grundy,  Mr.  John,  near  Bury,  l-ancallcj 
Grafton,  Mr,  StMrbridgc 


Harman,  — ,  Efq.  Portman- tqwaro 
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VViigglcfwortJi,  Mr.  Cateuton-ftrcet 
VVri^,,..lefworth,  Mr.J.jun.  Li„colti 
Wriijit,  Mr.  EfTex-ftrcct,  Strand 
VViiglit,  Mr.  V.iuxli:ill-walk 
"VV'riirht,  Mr.  Wm.  W.uwii.k 
Wrii;hr,  Mr.  Wajhiiigton  City 
VVyatt,  Mr.  George,  Eaft-woou,  Elfer 


Vdf,  Mr.  Wm.  Banner.f  rcet 
Yoiinij,  Mr.  y\lcxander,  St.  MaiV-lc- 
yoi/ng,  Mr.  I.c-idaihall./fra^ 
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